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Raymond  E.  Oden,  Ro(Hn  106-.  A.  F.  of  L. 

Bldg..  Washhigton,  D.  C. 
Samuel   A.    Fink.    2703    Bedford   Ave., 

Pittsburgh.  Pa. 
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York.  N.  y7 
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T  Chicago, 


D.   New 
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Max  Gorenstein.  care  Cutters*  Union.  7 
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AlAred  La  Porto,  care  I.  L.  G.  W.  U.,  31 

Union  Square,  New  York  City. 
Molly     Friedman,     care     Waistmakers' 

Union,  16  W.  2l8t  St.,  New  York  City. 
Israel  Feinberg,  care  Cloakmakers'  Union. 

40  E.  23d  St.,  New  York  City. 
John    A.    Yoll.    1006-8    Colonial    Trust 

Bldg..  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Charles  C.  Call.  806  W.  First  St..  Marion. 

Ind. 
James  Donnelly,  202  Hague  St..  Roch- 

ester  N  Y 
Wm.  P.  Clark,  738  Ohio  Bldg.,  Toledo, 

Ohio. 
John  B.  O'Brien,  N.  Myrtle  Ave.,  Vine- 
land,  N.  J. 
Edward  Hasenauer.  1767  Erie  St.,  Toledo, 

Ohio. 
Thos.     Reynolds.    410    Electric    Bldg.. 
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Victor  Maire,  107  B.  Monroe  St.,  Alex- 
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more.  Md. . 
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Troy,  N.  Y. 

John  O'Keefe,  1170  Florida  St..  San 
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W.  E.  Brvan.  504  Postal  Bldg..  Kansas 
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Mftlntenance  of  Way  Employes  and 
Railway  Sbop  Laborers.  United 
Brotherhood  ot. ~... 


Marble.  Slate  and  Stone  Polishers, 
Rubbers  and  Sawyers,  International 
Association  of 

Masters.  Mates  and  Pilots,  American 
Association  of. .-. 


Meat  Gutters  and  Butcher  Workmen 
of  North  America,  Amalgamated 


Metal  Workers'  International  Alllanoe, 
Amalgamated  Sheet 


Mine.  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers,  In- 
ternational Union  of. 


Mine  Workers  of  America,  United... 


Molders'   Union  of  North   America, 
IntemationaL 


109 
109 
108 
108 
108 

10 

81 

31 

111 

111 

111 

110 

110 

110 

51 

51 

50 

50 

45 

45 

44 

44 

493 

493 

492 

492 
492 

492 

492 

492 

104 

103 

103 

103 

103 


A.  E.  Barker.  27  Putnam  Ave..  Detroit. 
Mich. 

T.  H.  Fljozdal.  455  Temple  Court.  Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

C.  £.  Crook,  4126  N.  Colfax  St..  Mbme- 
apoiis.  Minn. 

Samuel  J.  Pegg.  5140  Page  Ave.,  St. 
Louis.  Mo. 

L.  J.  Kennedy,  1303  Lancaster  St..  Wil- 
mington, Del. 


Joseph  Mclnemey,  727  E.  14l8t  St., 
New  York  City. 

John  H.  Pruett.  423  i  49th  St..  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

A.  B.  Devlin,  care  308  Vine  St..  Camden, 
N.J. 

John  F.  Hart,  106  W.  Washington  St.. 
Chicago,  ni. 

DennisLane,  166  W.  Washington  St., 
Chicago,  111. 

Fred  Schmidt.  4146  Osceola  St..  St. 
Louis.  Mo. 

T.  A.  McCreash,  653  Kansas  Ave.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Kans. 

John  Kennedy,  2  Lennox  Ave.,  Winfleld, 
Boro  of  Queens,  New  York. 

Phillip  J.  Guest,  31  Belmont  St..  Everett, 
Wash. 

John  J.  Hynes.  122  S.  Ashland  Boule- 
vard. Chicago,  111. 

Thos.  Redding,  5019  Washington  Boule- 
vard. Chicago,  lU. 

James  T.  Moriarty,  9  Appleton  St., 
Boston,  Mass. 

Richard  Pattison,  32  Union  Square,  New 
York  City. 

Chas.  H.  Moyer.  508  Denham  Bldg.. 
Denver,  Colo. 

Joseph  P.  Cannon,  208  W.  71st  St.,  New 
York  Citv. 

James  Roberts,  Emma  Mine.  Eholt, 
fi.  C.  Canada. 

E  ;    Lowell 


its  Bank 
ts  Bank 
ts  Bank 

B.,  New 
St..  Des 
National 
Colum- 
[icinnati, 
acinnati. 
369    Lafayette    St., 


Harry    Stevenson. 

Newark.  N.  J. 
Pierce  F.  Hayden.  41  S.  Pine  St..  Newark. 

Ohio. 
Vinton  L.  Dillon,  303  Simms  St.,  Aurora. 

lU. 
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Musicians,  Americaii  Federation  of.. 


Oil    Field,    Gas   Well    and    Refinery 
Workers  of  America. — 


Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers 
of  America,  Brotherhood  of 


Paper  Ma 
boodol 


Makers,  International  Brother- 


Pattern    Makers'    League    of    North 
America — 


Pavers,  Rammermen,  Flag  Layers, 
Bridge  and  Stone  Curb  Setters. 
International  Union  of. 

Paving  Cutters'  Union  of  the  United 
States  of  America  and  Canada 

Piano  and  Organ  Workers'  Union  of 
America.  International 


Plasterers'  International  Association 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
Operative 


Plumbers  and  Steam  Fitters  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  United 
Association  ot - 


Pcdishers,  Metal,  International  Union 


Postal   Employes,    National    Federa- 
tion of ._ 

Potters,     National     Brotherhood    of 
Operative 

Print  Cutters*  Association  of  America, 
National 


164 

164 

163 

163 

23 

22 

138 

138 
138 
138 
138 

137 

29 

28 

30 

30 

30 

18 

26 
20 
48 
48 
47 
47 
80 
80 
80 
80 
34 
33 
33 

145 

37 
37 


Joseph  N.  Weber,  110-112  W.  40th  St., 
New  York  City. 

C.  A.  Weaver,  MusicJans  Club,  607 
Locust  St.,  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

D.  A.  Carey,  170  Montrose  Ave.,  Toronto, 
Can. 

Joseph  F.  Winkler,  175  W.  Washington 
St.,  Chkjago.  III. 

R.  E.  Evans.  413-15  Texas  State  Bank 
Bldg..  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

John  Sheehan,  care  Waverly  Hotel.  Tulsa. 
Okla. 

Geo.  F.  Hedrick.  Drawer  99.  LaFayette, 
Ind. 

J.  C.  Skemp,  Drawer  99.  LaFayette.  Ind. 

P.  J.  Guerin,  318  4th  St..  Troy.  N.  V. 

A.  J.  McKeon,  Box  571,  Bridgeport.  Conn. 

John  J.  Lynch,  23a  Gove  St..  Medford. 
Hillside.  Mass. 

Jos.  F.  Kelly,  437  S.  55th  St.,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

J.  T.  Carey,  25  S.  Hawk  St.,  Albany, 
N.  Y. 

George  J.  Schneider.  941  State  St.,  Apple- 
ton,  Wis. 

James  Wilson,  1007-9  Second  National 
Bank  Bldg..  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

James  L.  Geron.  411  Albemarle  Road. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

J.  S.  Forrest.  738  W.  Madison  St.,  Chi- 
cago. 111. 


Edward  I.  Hannah,  249  E.  57th  St..  New 
York.  N.  Y. 

Carl  Bergstrom,  Box  27,  Albion,  N.  Y. 

Chas.  Dold,  Room  602.  166  W.  Wash- 
ington St.,  Chlcagq,  lu. 

Thomas  George,  1321  Russell  Road, 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

John  Donlin.  A.  F.  of  L.  Bldg.,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

James  G.  Allen,  530  St.  Marks  Ave.. 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

John  Carroll.  386  Harrison  Ave.,  Boston, 
Mass. 

Thos.  S.  Kearney,  64  W.  Randolph  St.. 
Chteago.  lU. 

Charles  Anderson.  Union  Labor  Temple, 
Chicafl[o,  lU. 

Charles  llau,  126  W.  Randolph  St.,  Chi- 
cago, m. 

E.  w.  Leonard,  411-16  Bush  Temple, 
Chicago.  lU. 

W.  W.  Britton,  408  Neave  Bldg.,  Clncki- 
nati,  Ohio. 

George  Lesur.  408  Neave  Bldg.,  Ckicin- 
nati.  Ohio. 

H.  C.  Diehl,  11523  Harvard  Ave.,  W. 
Pullman  Station,  Chicago,  111. 

Thos.  F.   Flaherty,  A.  F.  of  L.  Bldg.. 

Washington.  D.  C. 
Edward  Menge.  Box  6,  East  Liverpool, 

Ohk). 
Frank  H.   Hutchins,   1009-11   American 

Mechanics  Bldg.,  Trenton,  N.  J. 

Rudolph  Heinl,  10  Hobson  St.,  Jersey 
City,  N.  J. 
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Nams  avd  Addbbsb  of  Dblboatbs. 


Printers'  Union  of  North  America,  In- 
ternational Steel  and  Copper  Plate.... 


Printing  Pressmen's  and  Assistants 
Union  of  North  America,  Interna- 
tional  


Pulp,  Sulphite  and  Paper  Mill  Workers 
of  the  United  States  and  Canada, 
International  Brotherhood  ot 


Quarry  Workers'  International  Union 
of  North  America 


Railway  Employes  of  America,  Amal- 
fl»mated  Association  of  Street  and 
Electric 


Railway  Mail  Association.— 


Roofers,  Composition.  Damp  and 
Waterproof  Workers  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  International 
Brotherhood  ot 


Roofers'  Union  of  America,  Interna- 
tional Slate  and  Tile 


Seamen's   Union   of  America.    Inter- 
national  


Signalmen  of  America,  Brotherhood  of 
Riallroad. 

Spinners'  IntematJooal  Unloo — 


Stage  Employes  of  America,   Inter- 
national Alliance  of  Theatrical 


Stereotypers  and  Electrotypers'  Union 
of  North  America,  IntemationaL 


Stonecutters'    Association    of    North 
America,  Journeymen 


13 

68 
68 

68 

68 

68 

28 

28 
28 


225 

224 

224 

224 

46 

45 

44 

10 

6 
86 
86 
85 
85 
85 
31 
31 
22 
47 
46 
46 
46 
27 
27 


{th  St.   S.   E.. 

's  Home,  Tenn. 
smen's   Home, 

smen's    Home, 

Id  Bldg..  New 

Ic  Aye..  Apt.  5, 

wer  **K,"  Port 

r,  Oreg. 

ler  St.,  Ottawa, 


Fred  W.  Suitor,  Scampini  Bldg..  Barre, 
Vt.  f  -a  . 

William  Quinlan,  328-338  S.  Ashland 
Boulevard.  Chicago.  111. 

Michael  J.  CahUl.  125  nUnois  St.,  Central 
Falls  R  I 

William  Myian,  332  S.  Ashland  Boule- 
vard, Chicago,  111. 

Peter  Booney.  63  Beverly  Road,  Wor- 
cester, Mass. 

Edward  J.  Ryan,  604  Colorado  Bldg., 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Henry  WT  Strickland.  115  E.  31st  St., 
Kaasas  City.  Mo. 

Robert  E.  Plymale.  1407  N.  Carolina 
Ave.  N.  E.,  Washington.  D.  C. 


Jeremiah  T.  Hurley,  16  8.  6th  St.,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

J.  M.  Gavlak,  3643  W.  47th  St.,  Cleve- 
land. Ohio. 

Andrew  Puniseth,  44  East  St.,  San  Fran- 
cisco. Calif. 

y.  A.  Olander,  164-166  W.  Washhigton 
St.,  Chteago,  lU. 

Percy  J.  Pryor,  1*  Lewis  St..  Boston, 
Mass. 

Patrick  O'Brien,  164  Eleventh  Ave., 
New  York  City. 

I.  N.  Hylen,  40  Clay  St..  San  Francisco, 
Calif. 

D.  W.  Helt,  533  S.  Market  St.,  Shamokln. 
Pa. 

D.  C.  Cone,  1535  Westchester  Ave.,  New 
York  City. 

Urban  Fleming,  188  Lyman  St.,  Holyoke, 
Mass. 

Chas.  C.  Shay,  107  W.  46th  St.,  New 
York  City. 

L.  G.  Dolliver,  107  W.  46th  St.,  New 
York  City. 

John  J.  Bairy,  86  Draper  St.,  Dorchester, 
Mass. 

P.  J.  Ryan,  448  Clarke  St.,  Montreal, 
Que.,  Can. 

James  J.  Freel,  1830  85th  St..  Brooklyn. 
N.  Y. 

Charles  A.  Sumner,  3110  Olive  St.,  Kan- 
sas City,  Mo. 

Sam  Orlggs,  528  American  Central  LifiD 
Bldg.,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 
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W.  L.  FuQder  Burk.  1210  Jefltanoo  Ata.. 

Ba^.  Detroit,  Mich. 
Sunuel  E.  Heberllng,  326  Briabttne  Bids., 

Buflralo.  N.  Y. 
James  B.  Connera,  Room  600.  104  W. 

WashiDgton  St..  ChicBKO,  III. 
ThomasC.  Casben.  823  IB.   149th  St.. 

Cleveland.  Ohio. 
Thomas  Sweeney.  6700  Stony  Island  Ato., 

Chicago,  in. 
C.  N.  Bolander,  236  E.  4l8t  St.,  New 

York  City. 
Mas  J.  SillliiBky.  2460  E.  9th  St .  CSere- 

land,  Ohio. 
Charles  B.  StUlman.  1620  Lake  St..  WU- 

mette.  111. 
Daniel  J.  Tobin,  222  E.  Michigan  St., 

Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Thomas  L.  Hughes.  222  E.  MIch^Ean  St., 

Indianapolis.  Ind. 
John  M.  Gillespie,  170  W.  BrookUne  St.. 

Boston,  Mass. 
Wm.  A.  Neer,  166  W.  Washington  St., 

Chteaffo.  111. 
M.  E.  Decker.  2940  16th  St..  San  l^ran- 

ciscq,  Calif. 
H.  B.  Perham.  813  Star  BIdg  .  St.  Louis. 

Mo. 
B.  J.  Manion.  813  Star  Bldg..  St.  Louis; 

Mo. 
O.  D.  Gorman.  Mauk,  Oa. 
W.  L.  Braun.  Mllano,  Texas. 
M.  Vf.  Atkins.  Ridgeway.  Va. 

Percy  Thomas.  1024  World  BWg..  New 

York  City. 
John  Golden,  86-87  Bible  House.  New 

York  City. 
Sara  A.  ConBoy.  86-87  Bible  House,  New 

York  City. 
Thomas  F.  McMahon.  762  AtweUs  Ave.. 

Providence,  R.  I. 
Thomas   J.    Reagan.    233    Central    St.. 

Lowell,  Mass. 
Daniel  J.  O'Donnell.  3301  Hartvflle  St.. 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 
A.  McAndrew.  2002  Wayland  Ava.  Nor- 
wood, Ohio. 
E.    Lewis   Evans,    60-61    Iroquois   Life 

Bldg.,  Louisville.  Ky.  m 

John  Prender,  211  E.  Capitol  St .  Wash- 
ington.  D.  C. 


3067  Hull  Ave..  New 

14  Newton  Ckiypool 

is.  Ind. 

F.  ofUBklg..  Wash- 

ro   Parkwood   Drive. 

1.    1134   S.    d3d    St.. 

7  Webster  St.,  Phila- 

wton  Claypool  Bldg., 

S.  80th  St..  New  York 


City. 

Denis  F.  Gorman,  142  E.  80th  St..  New 
York  City. 
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White  Rats  Actors'  Unkm  of  America  I 

Alabama  State  Federation  of  Labor. ' 

Arizona  State  Federation  of  Labor. I 

California  State  Federation  of  Labor....  | 

Oolorado  State  Federation  of  Labor. I 

Connecticut  State  Federation  of  Labor  I 

Florida  State  Federation  of  Jjabor 

Georgia  State  Federation  of  Labor. I 

Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor. I 

Indiana  State  Federation  of  Labor. | 

Iowa  State  Federation  of  Labor I 

Kansas  State  Federation  of  Labor I 

Maryland-District  of  Columbia  Fed-  ' 
eration  of  Labor..... 


Massachusetts    State    Federation    of 
Labor^ 

Mlclilgan  State  Federation  of  Labor.... 

Minnesota  State  Federation  of  Labor.... 

Missouri  State  Federation  of  Labor 

Montana  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

New  Hampsliire  State  Federation  of 
Labor 

New  Jersey  State  Federation  of  Labor 

New  York  State  Federation  of  Labor.... 

Ohio  State  Federation  of  Labor 

Oldahoma  State  Federation  of  Labor... 

Pennsylvania     State     Federation     of 
Labor ~ 


Rhode    Island    State    Federation    of 
Labor 


Tennessee  State  Federation  of  Labor.. 

Texas  Federation  of  Labor.- 

Virginia  State  Federation  of  Labor..... 


West    Virginia    State    Federation    of 
Labor 


Wisconsin  State  Federation  of  lAbor.... 

Wyoming  State  Federation  of  Labor... 

Aberdeen.  S.  Dale..  Central  Labor  Union 

Albany.  N.  Y.,  Central  Federation  of 
Labor 


30 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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James  William  Fitspatrick.  13  Wall  St.. 

Waterbury,  Conn. 
John  J.  Russell.  28  8.  Ann  St.,  Mobile. 

Ala. 
Thomas  J.  Croaff.  238  E.   Washington 

St.,  Phoenix*  Ariz. 
Geoige  A.  Tracy,  701  Underwood  Bldg.. 

525  Market  St..  San  Francisoo,  Calif. 
Wm.  Kodi,  2435  Argyle  Place.  Denver, 

Colo. 
George  F.  Mordacal,  215  Meadow  St., 

New  Haven.  Conn. 
R.  H.  Burton.  5505  Branch  Ave..  Tampa. 

Fla. 
T.  E.  Whttaker,  Atlanta  Machine  and 

Mfg.  Co..  Atlanta.  Oa. 
Duncan  McDonald.  Reisch  Bldg.,  Spring- 

fleld.ni. 
Chas.  Fox,  1463  S.  9th  St..  Terre  Haute. 

Ind. 
A.  E.  Hale,  Mason  City,  Iowa. 
A.    J.    Johnson.    1205    E.    English    St.. 

Wichita,  Kans. 

O.  A.  Brelsford,  1637  W.  North  Ave., 
Balttmore,  Md. 

George  H.  Wrenn.  421  Maple  St..  Spring- 
field, Mass. 

Stanley  Anderson,  489  Hamilton  Ave., 
Detroit,  Mich. 

E.  G.  Hall,  4124  Bryant  Ave..  South, 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Don  C.  Grafton,  Miner's  Bank  Bldg., 
Joplin,  Mo. 

M.  M.  Donoghue.  531  Diamond  St., 
Butte.  Mont. 

Rkshard  A.  Coooey.  49  Cass  St..  Ports- 

mouth«N.  H. 
William  Kavanaugh.  care  Waiters'  Union 

508,  Attantk;  <^ty.  N.  J. 
James  P.  Holland,  211  £.  45th  St..  New 

York,  N.  Y. 
Henrv  Ott.  1009  Findlay  St.,  Cinchmati, 


ISc 


Ohio. 
Edgar    Fenton,    515    Baltimore    Bldg., 
Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

Peter  BoUenbacher.  609-611  Wabash 
Bldg..  410  Liberty  Ave..  Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

John  F.  Murphy,  Room  202.  511  West- 
minster St.,  Providence.  R.  I. 

Thos.  M.  Gann,  Box  245,  Chattanooga. 
Tenn. 

Harry  L.  Spencer.  4308  Wood  St.,  Hous- 
ton, Texas. 

WnL  Boncer,  333  Lincoln  St..  Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

Wm.  W.  Rogers,  R.  R.  No.  1.  Fairmont. 
W  Va 

Frank  J.'Weber,  213  Brisbane  Hall.  MU- 
waukee.  Wis. 

Harry  W.  Fox,  Drawer  892.  Cheyenne, 
Wyo. 

Cyrus  R.  Evans.  424  S.  First  St.,  Aber- 
deen, S.  Dak. 

James  M.  Nolan,  497  Washington  Ave., 
Albany.  N.  Y. 
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Atlanta.  Ga..  Federation  of  Trades 

Balboa,  O.  Z..  Central  Labor  Union. — 
Baltimore.  Md.,  Federation  of  Labor.... 

Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Trades  and  Labor 
CounciL 

Bay  City,  Mich.,  Central  Trades 
ConndL 

Beaumont.  Texas.  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly 

Bend,  Greg.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Bethlehem,  Pa..  Central  Labor  Union... 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  Trades  CoimdJ 

Bismark,  N.  D.,  Central  Labor  Union 

BkKmiinfton,  IlL,  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly 


Boston,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y.,  Central  Labor  Union 
Buffalo.  N.  Y..  Central  Labor  Council 
Mass.,  Central     Labor 


Cambridge. 
Union. 


Camden,  N.  J.,  Central  Labor  Union.... 
Canton,  Ohio.  Central  Labor  Union. 

Cedar   Rapids,   Iowa,   Federation   of 

Labor.. 

Charleroi,   Pa.,   Monongahela  Valley 

Central  Trades  Council 

Charleston.  W.  Va.,  Kanawha  Valley 

Central  Labor  Unlon._„ 

Cheyenne.  Wyo.,  Trades  and  Labor 

Assembly. 

Cincinnati,     Ohio,      Central     Labor 

Council 


Chicago,  in..  Federation  of  Labor. 

Cleburne.  Texas.  Central  Labor  Coun- 


Centra]     Labor 


Cle-Elum.     Wash.. 
Council .- _ 


Cleveland,  Ohio.  Federation  of  Labor.... 
Kans.,     Central    Labor 


Coffeyville, 
Union..... 


CoaUnga,  Calif.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Colorado    Spring,    Colo.,    Federated 
Trades  Council- 


Columbus,  Ohio.  Federation  of  Labor 

Covlilgton,  Ky.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly  of  Kenton  and  Campbell 
Coimties 


1 

1 

0 

Chas.  B.  Gramling.  R.  F.  D.  No.  6,  Box 
100,  Atlanta.  Ga. 

J.  C.  Putnam.  Balboa,  Canal  Zone. 

John  A.  Banz,  26  Franklin  Bldg..  Balti- 
more, Md. 

E.  E.  Jones,  568  W.  Mahi  St.,  Battle 
Creek,  Mich. 

John  D.  Rutherford,  Bay  City.  Mich. 

A.  E.  Fisher.  Box  942,  Beaumont.  Texas. 

C.  P.  Howard,  24  E.  53d  St.,  Portland, 
Greg. 

Clarence  Schildt.  522  Hess  St.,  Bethle- 
hem, Pa. 

William  L.  Harrison,  913  Farley  Bldg.. 
Birmingham.  Ala. 

Stephen  £ly.  Bismark,  N.  Dak. 

John  B.  Lennon,  614  E.  Mulberry  St.. 

Bloomington,  111. 
Michael   JT   O^Donnell.    81    Canal    St.. 

Boston,  Mass. 
Frank   C.    Kimball.    159   Olifton    Ave., 

Campello,  Mass. 
J.  P.  CoughUn.   1499  St.  Johns  Place. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Robert  0.  Laoey,   143  O'ConneD  Aye.. 

BuflWo.  N.  Y. 

John  H.  Mahoney.  18  Woodbridge  St.. 
Cambridge.  Mass. 

James  J.  Myers,  2112  River  Ave.,  Cam- 
den, N.  J. 

Frank  H.  Darr,  1387  Market  Ave..  South. 
Canton.  Ohio. 

R.  G.  Stewart.  Cedar  Rapids.  Iowa. 

John  O'Leary.  Charleroi,  Pa. 

E.  F.  Davis.  Box  1106,  Charleston.  W.  Va. 

Harry  C.  Hoffman,  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 

William  Niemeier.  217  W.  12th  St..  Cin- 
cinnati. Ohio. 

Robert  G.  Fitchie,  640  N.  Lotus  Ave. 
Chicago.  lU. 

J.  R.  McFadden.  106  N.  Washington 
Ave.,  Cleburne.  Texas. 

Robert  Harlin.  care  of  Merchants  Bank 
Bldg.,  Indianapolis.  Ind. 

John  G.  Owens.  2450  E.  9th  St..  Cleve- 
land. Ohio. 

Frank  L.  Bryan,  706  W.  10th  St.,  Coffey- 

viUe,  Kans. 
Walter  J.  Yarrow,  Room  11,  Richmond 

Hotel.  CoaUnga,  Calif. 

St«>hen  O'DonneU,  care  of  Gazette  Pub. 
Co.,  Colorado  Springs.  Colo. 

C.  J.  Tucker.  17^  Walsh  Ave..  Colum- 
bus, Ohio. 


Harry  V.  DiU.  507  York  St.,  Newport, 

gy- 
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DaUas,  Texas,  0«itral  LAbor  Oooncil 
Danbury,  Ooan.,  Oentral  Labor  Union 
Trades    and    Labor 


DanviUe,     Dl., 
Ckrancil , 


Dayton.  Ohio.  Oentral  Labor  Union. 

Denver.    Colo.,    Trades    and    Labor 

Assembly. 

Des  Moines.  Iowa.  Trades  and  Labor 

Assembl; 


Detroit,  Mich..  Federation  of  Labor.. 
Baston.  Pa..  Central  Labor  Union....... 


Elmira.  N.   Y..   Oentral   Trades  and  i 
Labor  Assembly. „... 


El  Paso,  Texas,  Central  Labor  Union 

Fairmont.  W.  Ya..  Monongahela  Yalley 

Trades  and  Labor  Council 

Fall  River.  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Flint.  Mich..  Federation  of  Labor... 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Trades  Assembly....! 

Gary.  Ind.,  Central  Labor  Union 


Gloucester.  Ohio.  Central  Labor  Union 

Granite   City.    111.,    Tri-City   Central 

Trades  Council 


Grand    Rapids,    Mich., 
Labor  CoimciL..- 


Trades    and 


Harrisburg.  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Herrin,  Illy  Trades  CouncU 

Houston.  Texas.  Labor  CoundL 


Indianapolis.     Ind.. 
Union. 


Central    Labor 


Jacksonville.  Fla..  Central  Labor  Union 
Johnstown.  Pa..  Central  Labor  Union 

Joliet.  m..  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Council 

Kansas  City.  Kans..  Central  Labor 
Union. 


Kansas  City,  Mo..  Central  Labor  Union 

Kensington.  111..  Calumet  Joint  Labor 
Council ~ 


Klngst'On.    Ont..    Can.. 
Labor  Council 


Trades    and 


La  Crosse,  Wis.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Council 


La  Junta.  Colo..  Central  Labor  Union.... 
Lancaster,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union — 

Lansford.  Pa.,  Panther  Creek  Yalley 

Oentral  Labor  Union. ... 

Lima.  Ohio.  Trades  and  Labor  Council 


James  A.  Hooper.  Labor  Temple.  Dallas. 

Texas. 
John  J.  Oarrick,  287  Main  St.,  Danbury. 

Goon. 

Harry  H.  Mason,  405  N.  Jadoon  St.. 

Danville.  IlL 
Grant  Ftaik.  Lock  Box  24.  Dayton,  Ohio. 

Fred  Weasel,  Page  Hotel.  Denver.  Colo. 

Fred  A.  Canfleld,  Des  Mohies.  Iowa. 
Julius    Deutetbaum,    80    Brainard    St.. 

Detroit.  Mich. 
Jules     Block,     433    Northampton     St.. 

Easton.  Pa. 

John  E.  Murphy,  706  E.  6th  St..  Elmira. 

N.  Y. 
W.  T.  Griffith,  care  Box  301.  £1  Paso. 

Texas. 

H.  L.  Franklin.  Fairmont.  W.  Ya. 
John  H.  Carroll,  78  Park  St.,  Fall  River. 

Mass. 
C.  F.  McClintk^  1206  Mason  St..  FUnt. 

Mich. 
C.  W.  Woodman,  1600  Fairmont  Ave.. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
John    W.    Wagner,    504    Hohman    St.. 

Hammcmd,  Ind. 
Fred  A.  Oanfleld,  Gloucester.  Ohio. 

B.  G.  QaUoway,  1028  State  St..  Granite 
City.  111. 

C.  O.  Taylor,  325  Ann  St..  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich. 

Thom  P.  Moran,  2202  N.  3d  St.,  Harris- 
burgJPa. 


'exas  Ave..  Houston, 


burg.  Pa. 
HughYrmis,  Herrin.  m. 
D.  W.  Tracy,  1210  Texa 


.  Tracy, 
Texas. 


WnUam  B.  Neu,  515  Woodlawn  Ave.. 

Indianapolis.  Ind. 
W.  J.  Priesay.  530 B.  Ashley  St..  Jackson- 

vUle.  Fla. 
Charles  A.  McKeown,  Colonial  Printing 

Co.,  Johnstown,  Pa. 

Madge  Argo.  Joliet,  HI. 

Charles  R.  Nuzom,  1215  Sumner  Ave., 

ITimitwM  City.  Elans. 
John  T.   Smitli,   1402   Woodland   Ave.. 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Thos.  L.  Gregson,  1448  B.  Odth  Place. 
Ohk»go,IIL 

John  Noble,  170  Lamb  Ave.,  Toronto. 
Ont..  Can. 

R.  G.   Knntson.  614  S.  Third  St..  La 

Orosae.  Wis. 
George  H.  BIchter.  La  Junta,  Colo. 
MUton   G.   Evans.   759  Marietta  Ave., 

Lancaster,  Pa. 

John  B.  Breslin,  Lansford,  Pa. 
William  I.  Glldas,  207  N.  Union  St..  Lima. 
Ohio. 
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Linton,  Ind..  C'Ontral  Labor  Union 

Logansport.  Ind.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Aaaembly. . 


London.  Ont..  Can..  Trades  and  Labor 
Council 


Lorain.  Ohio,  Central  Labor  Union 

Los   Angeles,    Calif.,    Central   Labor 
CounciL ^.. 


Louisville,   Ky.,   United   Trades  and 
Labor  Assembly 


Lynn,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Meadvilie,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union.... 

Merlden,  Conn.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Minneapolis.  Minn..  Trades  and  Labor 
Assemoly. ^ 

Moberly.  Mo..  Central  Labor  Union. 


Montreal,    Que.,    Can..    Trades   and 
Labor  Council , 


Nashville,  Tenn.,  Trades  and  Labor 

Council 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Essex  Trades  CounciL... 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Central  Labor 
Union. 


New  Haven,  Conn.,  Trades  Council 

Newport,  B.  I.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Newport  News,  Va.,   Central  Labor 

New  Ulm,  Minn.,  Central  Labor  Union 

New  York.  N.  Y..  Central  Federated 
Union  of  Greater  New  Ycwrk  and 
Vicinity 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Trades  and  Labor 
CounciL 


Niles,  Ohio.  Trumbull  Co..   Central 
Labor  Union 


Norfblk,  Va.,  Central  Labor  Union.... 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Central  Labor  Union.... 

Oakland,  Calif.,  Central  Labor  Council 

Olympia,  Wash.,  Trades  CounciL 

Oi»nge,  Texas,  Trades  CouncU 

Ottawa.  Ont.,  Can.,  Allied  Trades  and 
Labor  Association . 

Philadelphia.  Pa..  Central  Labor  Union 

Pfttfliburgh,   Pa.,   Iron   City   Central 
Trades  OoundL 

Pittston,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union. 


1   I 
1 


J.  L.  Sims.  L.  Box  161.  Linton,  Ind. 

J.  W.  Newmyer,  1224  George  St.,  Logans- 
port.  Ind. 

Ernest  Ingles,  211  Wellington  St^..  London 
Ont.,  Can. 

Henry  Ralsse.  1200  Ansel  Road,  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

Edith  S.  MeU.  540  Maple  Ave.,  Los 
Angeles,  Calif. 

Patrick  E.  Gorman,  112  S.  Shelby  St.. 

Louisville,  Ky. 
Charles  D.   Keavney,   P.    O.   Box  248, 

Lynn.  Mass. 
H.  S.  Gilbert.  654  Madison  Ave.,  Mead- 

ville.  Pa. 
Frank  P.  Ganey,  62  Cook  Ave..  Meriden, 

Conn. 

Frank  Hoffman,  239  Second  Ave.,  South, 

Minnea^lis,  Minn. 
David  R.  Frampton,  care  of  United  Mine 
Workers  Headquarters,  Moberly  Trust 
I       Co.  Bldg.,  Moberly,  Mo. 

1   ;  Gustave  Francq,  2  St.  Paul  St.,  East. 
'       Montreal.  Que.,  Can. 

1      J.  P.  0|detree,  Nashville.  Tenn. 
1    I  Henry  F.  Hilfers.  16-18  Clinton  St.,  Ne^- 
1      ark,  N.  J. 

1      Walter   Barnes,    36    Potter    St.,    South 

Barthmouth.  Mass. 
1      Ira  M.  Ombum.  P.  O.  Box  1107,  New 

Haven,  Conn. 
1      Harold   C.    Kingsley,    7   Merten   Road, 

NewpOTt,  R.  I. 

1      J.  B.  Clinedinst.  230  29th  St.,  Newport 

'      News.  Va. 
1    ,  Jean   E.    Spielman,    239    Second    Ave., 
South,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 


Timothy  M.  Daly.  463  4th  Ave..  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y. 

Louis  N.  Thomas,  468  4th  St..  Niagara 
Falls,  N.  Y. 

John  F.  Ryan.  32  N.  Hazel  St..  Niles, 
Ohio. 

J.  J.  Giles.  625  Armstrong  St.,  Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

John  A.  Lacey,  1324  Chapel  St..  Norfolk, 
Va. 

Edgar  S.  Hurley,  778  19th  St..  Oakland, 

C.  B.  Young,  West  Side,  Olympia.  Wash. 
J.  E.  Crain,  Box  752,  Orange,  Texas. 

P.  M.  Draper,  Drawer  516,  Ottawa,  Ont., 

Can. 
Alec  McGuire,  care  152  W.  Lehigh  Ave.. 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 

John  Hoehn,  Union  Labor  Temple.  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

I.  N.  Cathrall,  324  Exeter  Ave..  Pitts- 
ton.  Pa. 
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Portland,  Oreg..  Central  LAbor  Council 

Portsmouth.   N.    H..   Central   Labor 
Union. 

Portsmouth.  Ya..  Central  Labor  Union 

.  N.  Y..  Trades  and  Labor 


Pueblo.    Colo..    Trades    and    Labor 
Assembly. 

Pnnxsutawney.    Pa..    Central   Labor 

Union. 

Quincy.  Mass..  Central  Labor  Union.... 

Reading,     Pa..     Federated     Trades 
Council 


Roanoke,  Va..    Central    Trades    and 
Labor  Council 

Rochester.  N.  Y..  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  CoundL 


Roimdup,  Mont..  Central  Trades  and 

Labor  Council 

St.  Joseph.  Mo..  Central  Labor  Council 

St.  Louis.  Mo.,  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Union 

Salem.  Oreg..  Central  Labor  Council... 

St.  Paul.  Minn.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly.- „ 

Salt  Lake  CJty.  Utah.  Federatfon  of 
Labor 


San  Francisco,  Calif.  Labor  Council.... 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich..  Trades  and 
Labor  Council 


Scranton.  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union 

Schenectady,  N.  Y..  Trades  Assembly 

Seattle,  Wash..  Central  Labor  Council 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union 

South  Bend.  Ind..  Central  Labor  Union 

South  Chicago.  lU..  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly. „ 


Springfield,  III.  Federatton  of  Labor.... 

Springfield.     Mass..     Central    Labor 
Union 

Springfield.  Mo..  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Assembly. 


Stockton.  Calif.,  San  Jpaquin  County 
Central  Labor  Council .- ~ 

Superior.    Wis.,    Trades    and    Labor 
Assembly 


C.  A.  Strickland,  care  162  2d  St..  Port- 
land. Oreg.  M 

Harry  L.  Hartford.  269  Raleigh  Way, 

Portsmouth.  N.  H. 
John  H.  HaU,  Jr.,  802  Washington  St., 

Portsmouth.  Va.  ^ 

John  Bradley.  17  Baker  St..  Poughkeep- 
sie.  N.  Y.  ^^ 

Sol  Jacobs.  107  W.  46th  St..  New  York 
City. 

James  Maloney,  Punxsutawney.  Pa. 
M.   A.   Broderick.  care  249  Washington 
St.,  Quincy,  Mass. 

A.  P.  Bower.  105  N.  6th  St..  Reading, 
Pa. 

Lillle  Barbour.  1601  Second  Ave..  N.  W., 
Roanoke,  Va. 

Richard  Curran,  107  Hobart  St.,  Roch- 
ester^ N.  Y. 

Adam  Wilkinson,  Roundup.  Mont. 
J.  L.  Wines.  616i  EdmondBt..  St.  Joseph. 
Mo. 

Joseph  E.  Woracek.  12th  Floor.  Holland 


BfdK..  209  N.  7th  St..  St.  Louis.  Mo. 
!.   m7  Rynerson.  care  467  Court  St.. 
Salem.  Oreg. 

P.  W.  Flynn.  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

J.  J.  Sullivan,  care  Labor  Temple,  Salt 

Lake  City.  Utah. 
Daniel  C.  Murphy.  326  Richland  Ave.. 

San  Francisco.  Calif. 

Elmer  J.  Ashmim,  819  Helen  St..  Sault 
Ste.  Marie.  Mich. 

C.  J.  Boyle,  care  620  Luzerne  St..  Scran- 
ton, Pa. 

John  J.  HouriAan,  360  Veedder  Ave.. 
Schenectady.  N.  Y. 

James  A.  Duncan.  Labor  Temple.  Seattle. 
Wash. 

John  F.  Barr.  161a  Somerville  Ave.. 
Somerville.  Mass. 

E.  H.  Metz.  328  Farmers  Trust  Bldg.. 
South  Bend.  Ind. 

Frank  E.  Doyle.  7267  Coles  Ave..  Chi- 
lU. 
^oodmansee.  Box  16.  Springfield. 


cago^ll. 
R.  B.  Wo 


m. 

Michael   J.    Scanlan.    14    Lyndale    St.. 
Springfield.  Mass. 

R.  T.  Wood,  care  1617  N.  Florence  St., 
Springfield.  Mo. 

Wm.  Hannon.  3611  Ellis  Ave..  Chicago. 

ni. 

Jas.  B.  Campbell.  Roger  Ruger  Bldg., 
Superior,  wis. 
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TBComa.  Wash.,  Central  Labor  Council 


Thurber,  Texaf ,  Trades  CounclL 

Topeka.  Kans..  Industrial  CounclL.. 


Toronto.  Ont.,  Can.. 
Council 


District  Labor 


Troy,  N.  Y..  Federation  of  Labor..... 
Tyrone,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union... 


Vancouver, 
Union. 


Washington.    D. 
Union 


Waterbury, 
Union. 


WOkeB-Barre, 
Union.' 


Wash.. 

C. 
Conn., 
Pa.. 


Central  Labor 

Central  Labor 

Central  Labor 

Central  Labor 

Central  Labor 


Wilmington,     Del.. 
Unloo ^ 


Winona.    Minn.,    Trades   and   Labor 
Council _ 


Worcester, 
Union. 


Mass.,    Central      Labor 


Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  Federation  of  Labor.... 

Youngstown,  Ohio,  United  Labor  Con- 
gress of  Mahoning  Coimty. 

Zanesvllle,  Ohio.  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Council 


ApartmentHouse  Janitors'  Union  No. 
14W6,  Boston,  Mass 

Boilermakers,  Blacksmiths  and  Ma- 
chinist Helpers'  Union  No.  16199. 
Mobile,  Ala. 


Bookkeepers.  Stenographers  and  Ac- 
countants' Union  No.  12646.  New 
York.  N.  Y 

Building  Custodians'  Union  No.  15284. 
Memphis,  Tenn 


City    Employes'    Union   No. 
Manchester,  N.  H 


15961 

Civil  En«dneers*  Union  No.  15673,  Bos- 
,Maa  — 


ton. 


Cloth  Examiners  and  Spongers'  Union 
No.  11680,  New  York,  N.  Y 

Counters,    Timekeepers   and    Clerks' 
Local  No.  15699,  Philadelphia,  Pa.... 

Court  Reporters'  Federation  No.  14171 
Chicago.  HI 


Crane  Followers  and  Platform  Workers' 
Union  No.  14461.  Schenectady.  N.  Y. 

Domestic  Workers'  Union  No.  16108. 
New  Orleans.  La 


T.  F.  Bums.  116*  Broadway,  Tacoma, 

Wash. 
John  Wilkinson.  Thurber,  Texas. 
D.  L.  Chandler.  216  Klein  St.,  Topeka. 

Kans. 

James  Simpson.  Labor  Temple,  Toronto, 

Ont..  Can. 
James  Lemke,  160  3d  St..  Troy.  N.  Y. 
Matthew  L.   Dawson.  7th  St.,  Tyrone. 

Pa. 

A.  G  Enrlght.  514  W.  6th  St.,  *Van- 
oouver.  Wash. 

John  B.  Colpoys.  606  6th  St.  N.  W.. 
Washington.  D.  C. 

James  P.  Donahue,  292  W.  Mahi  St.. 
Waterbury,  Conn. 

William  J.  Kromelbeln.  Wilkes-Barre. 
Pa. 

Georse  Sauter,  232  North  Franklin  St.. 
Wilmington,  Del. 

G.  W.  Lawson,  Room  205,  Dakota  Bldg.. 
St.  Paul.  Minn. 

William  J.  Gullfoyie.  care  Box  485.  Wor- 
cester, Mass. 

WlUlam  J.  McGeory.  56  Oak  St.,  Yonkers. 
N.  Y. 

Edward  J.  Tinnev,  308  Custer  Ave.. 
Youngstown.  Ohio. 

Henry  F.  W.  Stehmeyer,  611  Putnam 
Ave..  Zanesvllle,  Ohio. 

Patrick  J.  Reardon.  1875  Commonwealth 
'Ave..  Brighton.  Mass. 


Edmund    Turner. 
Mobile.  Ala. 


262     Kennedy     St.. 


Ann  Hogan,  Room  208.  32  Union  Square, 
New  York  City. 

Ja8._H.  Cooper,  care  251  Edgewood  St.. 
ils,?ren 


335   Lake    Ave.. 


Memphis,  Tenn. 

Patrick   J.    Cahlllane, 
Manchester.  N.  H. 


John  E.   L.   Monaghan.   17  Tower  St.. 

Boston,  Mass. 
Joseph  F.  Mezzacapo,   1123  Broadway, 

New  York.  N.  Y. 

Harry  L.  Flncke.  411  Jefferson  St..  Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Grace  H.  Harte.  Suite  501.  21  N.  LaSalle 
St..  Chicago,  m. 

Harry  L.  McDougall,  729  Pleasant  St.. 
Schenectady.  N.  Y. 

Mrs.   Elenora  Peete,   care  742   General 
Taylor  St..  New  Orleans.  La. 
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Elevator  Starters  and  Operators  No. 
— ^^   » — ^i-i«^  jq-  y^ 


16429.  Brooklyn, 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     14646, 
Denver.  Colo 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     14914. 
Wilkes-Barre.  Pa 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16228. 
Battle  Creek.  Mich „ ~ — 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     15681, 
Tampa.  Fla 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16792. 

Waycross,  Ga — -— 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16938. 

Waynesboro,  Pa 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16072, 
Aberdeen.  S.  D 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16156. 
Cambridge.  Ohio 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16191. 
Evanston,  lU 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16196. 
Kokomo.  Ind 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16206, 
Hagerstown.  Md 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16251. 
Chambersburg,  Pa ~ 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16319. 

Weehawken.  N.  J... v«o«v- 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16321. 

La  Junta.  Colo 


Federal    Labor    Unton    No.     16380, 

Chicago.  IlL 

PederaiLabor  Union  No.  16398 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16441. 

Hudson  Falls.  N.  Y .^- -— -^-^ 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16460. 

New  Brunswick.  N.  J 


Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16478. 
Chicago.  IlL 

Federal    Labor    Union    No.     16486. 

Morehead.  N.  C -:3 -^  r^-rw;*; 

Felt.  Straw.  Panama  and  Velvet  Hat 

Trimmers  and  Operators' JJi^on  No. 

16860.  United.  Newark.  N.  J ~. 

Flat  Janitors*  Union  No.  14332.  Chi- 
cago. Ill 

Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.   16220. 
Richmond.  Va. 


Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16396, 
saSsbury,  N.  C — - 


Freight   Handlers  and   Station   Bm- 
^^es'  Union  No.  16381.  Baltimore. 


%l 


S 


Namb  ahd  Addbbss  of  Dblbqatbb. 


Thos.   J.    McGill.^1703   Putnam   Ave., 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Stanley  P.  Oplinger,  1646  Champe  St., 
Denver,  Colo. 

Thos.  Crawford,  866i  Market  St..  Kings- 
ton Station.  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa. 

H.  Burke.  28  N.  Jefferson  Ave.,  Battle 
Creek,  Mich. 

W.  M.  Watson.  1508  11th  St..  Tampa, 
Fla. 

J.  W.  Canady,  Waycross.  Ga. 

W.  O.  Ringer.  R.  F.  D.  No.  1.  Waynes- 
boro, Pa. 

R.  S.  Patterson,  214  First  Ave.  S.  E.. 
Aberdeen,  S.  D. 

O.   E.   Brogan.    1223  E.   Beatty  Ave., 
Cambridge,  Ohio. 

Julius  Grass,  1008  Ashland  Ave..  Evans- 
ton,  IlL 

E.  Edwin  Clark,  Post  Office  Box  178, 
Kokomo,  Ind. 

J.  Cleveland  Grice,  814  Oak  Hill  Ave.. 
Hagerstown.  Md. 

B.    D.    Staley.    604   Philadelphia   Ave.. 
Chambersburg,  Pa. 

James  W.  McNeice.  Weehawken,  N.  J. 

Harry  A.  Badgett,  403  E.  Third  St.,  La 
Junta.  Colo. 

Joseph  Bledow.  Chicago  Heights,  IlL 
Michael  GoldsmithTsilS  Whttethom  Ave.; 
Cleveland.  Ohio. 

Julius  Colvin.  Hudson  Falls,  N.  Y. 

Aubrey  'Setzer.  6|  Quenton  Ave..   New 
Brunswick,  N.  J. 

George  J.  Baumann,  2712  E.  93d  St., 
Cmcago.  111. 

^milie  Brlnston,  Motehead  Oity,  N.  C. 


Mary  Huston,  262  8.  8th  St..  Newark. 
N.J. 

"Vniliam  F.  Quesse,  4782  Indiana  Ave. 
'  Chicago.  IlL 

Robert   E.    Burfiord,    412    Ooddin    St.. 
Ri<dimond.  Va. 

J.  W.  Worthey.  715  S.  Ooldwell  St..  Salis- 
bury, N.  C. 

William  Carter,   708   Small  St.,   Balti- 
more.  Md. 
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Freight  Handlers*  Union  No.  16410. 
Loulsyille.  Ky 

Ft-dght  Handlers*  Union  No.  16413, 
St.  Louis,  Mo 

Freigbt  Handlers*  Union  No.  16439. 
JadcsonYllle.  Fla. -... 

Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16649. 
lattle  Bock,  Ark. 

Railroad  Freight  Handlers'  Union  No. 
16406,  Littto  Rock,  Ark. 

G^ardeners  and  Laborers*  Union  No. 
16138.  Boston.  Mass 

Harbor  Boatmen's  Union  No.  16554. 
Camden.  N.  J — 

Interior  Freight  Handlers*  Union  No. 
16465,  New  Orleans.  La 

Ircm  and  Steel  Workers'  Union  No. 
16242.  Steelton.  Pa 

Janitors'  Protective  Union  No.  15876. 
St.  Louis,  Mo 

Janlt<»8'  Union  No.  16481.  Chicago.  lU. 

Janitors,  Helpers  and  Laborers'  Union 
No.  16084.  Charleston.  S.  C 

Japanners  and  Sheet  Metal  Truckers* 
Union  No.  15255.  Schenectady.  N.  Y. 

Ladles*  Straw  Hat  Workers'  Union  No. 
14996,  Boston,  Mass. 

Lead  Burners'  Union  No.  15009.  Phila- 
delphia. Pa 

Motion  Picture  Players'  Union  No. 
16377,  Los  Angeles.  Calif. 

Neckwear  Workers'  Union  No.  11016. 

New  York  Cly 

Nedcwear  Workers'  Union  No.  15200. 

Boston,  Mass.. . 

Newsboys'  Union  No.  15834.  Seattle, 
Wash _ — 

OfBoe  Employes'  Association  No. 
12755,  Chicago.  HI 

Oyster  Shudders*  Union  No.  15937. 
Hampton,  Va. 

Oyster  Shuckers'  Union  No.  16117. 
Norfolk,  Va 

Peanut  Workers*  Union  No.  15856. 
Suffolk.  Va 

Power  Plate  and  Die  Stampers'  Union 
No.  16471.  Philadelphia,  Pa _.; 

Railroad  Freight  Handlers'  and  Help- 
ers' Union  No.  16407,  Memphis, 
Tenn. 


1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

5 
1 

6 

4 
1 
2 
1 
1 


T.  H.  Mason.  417i  S.  11th  St..  Louis- 
ville. Ky. 

Oscar  Williams.  925  S.  12th  St..  East  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

Charles  L.  White,  1483  Davis  St..  Jadc- 
ilonville.  Fla. 

Matt  Lewis,  2505  Spring  St..  Little  Rode, 
Ark. 

Matt  Lewis.  2505  Spring  St..  Little  Rock. 
Ark. 

Peter  J.  Mullen,  care  74  O  St..  South 
Boston.  Mass. 

Jesse  T.  Morris.  505  S.  Broadway.  Pit- 
N.  J. 


E.  D.  Johnson,  2831  Magnolia  St.,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

Frank  Tourison,  High  Spire,  Pa. 

William  J.  Schultz,  5015  Westminster 
Place  (Tuscan  Temple),  St.  Louis.  Mo. 

C.  P.  Shea.  219  S.  Dearborn  St.,  Room 
718,  Chicago,  m. 

Jacob  Middleton,  51  Congress  St.,  Charles- 
ton,  S.  C. 

A.  V.  Gould.  521  Chrisler  Ave..  Schenec- 
tady. N.  ^. 

Annie  M.  MiUer.  care  10  Dilliway  St., 
Boston.  Mass. 

John  Catterson.  129  B.  15th  St..  New 
York  City. 

Seymour  Hastings.  515  American  Bank 
BIdg..  Los  Angeles.  Calif. 

Louis  D.  Berger.  New  York  City. 

Anna  Weinstock.  665  Washington  St.. 
Boston.  Mass. 

Nathan  P.  Birch.  917  E.  Jefferson  St., 
Seattle.  Wash. 

Joseph  J.  Elllcott,  5250  W.  Adams  St., 
Chicago,  ni. 

Arthur  Herbert,  112  Pembroke  Ave., 
Lincoln  Park,  Hampton.  Va. 

James  W.  Fltts.  914  Denhart  St..  Norfolk, 
\a. 

J.  W.f  Richardson.  128  N.  Connectknit 
Ave..  Suffolk.  Va. 

Joseph   Coogan,  3548   N.  Mervine   St., 


Joseph   Coogan,  35 
PhUiftdelphla,  Pa. 


Oliver    L.    Leonard,    699    Trigg    Ave.. 
Memphis,  Tenn.     
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Railway  Coach  Cleaners'  Union  No. 
16088,  St.  Louis.  Mo 

Railway  Coach  and  Station  Cleaners 

and  Porters'  Union  No.  16351,  Chi- 

.  cago.  111 


Railroad  Coach  and  Station  Cleaners 
and  Porters'  Union  No.  16586, 
Minneapolis.  Minn 


Railway  Employes'  Union  No.  16486, 
Atlantic  City.  N.  J 


SaUmakers'  Union  No.  14911,  Norfolk, 
Va 


Shipyard  Helpers  and  Laborers'  Union 
16392,  Berkley.  Va 


hlpya 
No. 


Shipyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  15745,  { 
Phi "~ 


Philadelphia.  Pa.. 

>yard  Laborers'   _ 
altimore.  Md 


Stdpyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  15980; 
Bait- 


Shipyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  15922, 

N< 


Newport  News,  Va.. 


Shipyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  16455, 
New  London,  Conn 

Shipyard  Workers'  Union  No.  16487, 
Wihnington.  Del. 

Sim  Hangers'  Union  No.  14661.  Kansas 
CityTMo 

Sim  and  Bulletin  Board  Hangers' 
Union  No.  14872.  Chicago,  IlL ^.. 

Stenographers,  Typewriters.  Book- 
keepers and  Assistants'  Union  No. 
11597,  Indianapolis,  Ind 

Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Book- 
keepers and  Assistants'  Union  No. 
14491,  Denver.  Colo 

Stenographers.  TTitewriters,  Book- 
keepers and  Assistaiits'  Union  No. 
14965,  Boston,  Mass — 

Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Book- 
keepers and  Asfflstants'  Union  No. 
16384,  Pittsburgh,  Pa 


Stenographers,     Typewriters,     Book- 
epers 
11773... 


keep 


rype 
isista 


and  Assistants'  Union  No. 


Superintendents,  Janitors  and  Assist- 
ants' Union  No.  15923,  New  York. 
N.  Y 


Theater  Ushers'  Union  No.  15293,  New 
York,  N.  Y ..„ 

Theatrical  Tailors  and  Dressers'  Union 
No.  12719,  New  York,  N.  Y 


Train 


Porters'    Unicm 
City,  Mo..~. 


No.     16526, 


Jordan  W.  Chambers,  3026  Lucas  Ave., 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 


Garrett  Rice,  709  Oakwood  Boulevard, 
Chicago,  ni. 


John  Eklund,  1107  6th  St.  South,  Mlnne- 
apolls,  Minn. 

MiUer  L.  CampbeU.  606  South  New  Road. 
Pleasantville,  N.  J. 

R.   B.   Esleek,   333  Lincoln  St.,  Ports- 
mouth, Va. 

Willie  E.  Vaughan,  Jr.,  814  Liberty  St.. 
Berkley,  Va. 

James  Patrick  Gallagher,  2253  N.  Mutter 
St.,  Philadelphia,  l>a. 

Wm.  E.  McKinnon,  588  Presstman  St.. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Robert  J.  Lane.  1149  35th  St.,  Newport 
News,  Va. 

S.  A.  Jadcson.  10  Thompson  Court.  New 
London.  Conn. 

Charles  Thompson,  1124  Poplar  St.,  Wil- 
mington, Del. 

H.  S.  Helgesen,  2020  Lawn  Ave.,  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

George  Rincker,  General  Delivery,  Villa 
Park.IU. 


Jessie  M.  Sharon.  222  E.  Michigan  St.. 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 


Thos.  O.  Spacey.  202  City  Hall,  Denver. 
Colo. 


Agnes  Bums.  1109  Tremont  Bldg..  Bos- 
ton. Mass. 


Daltcm   T.    Clarke,   401    Fulton   Bldg., 
Pittsburgh.  Pa. 


E.  C.  Scott,  719  Taylor  St.  N.  W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 


Ivan  B.  Holm.  622  W.  141st  St.,  New 
York  City. 

Benjamin  Witashkin.  104  Division  Ave.. 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

Sigmund  Weintraub.  239  E.  5th  St..  New 
York  City. 

George  M.   Brown,  324  Parrellel   Ave., 
Kansas  City.  Kans. 
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each 
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Trimmers  and  Operators'  Union  No. 
14569,  New  YorkTN.  Y ^ 

United   Umbrella   Handle  and    Stick 
Makers*    Union    No.    14681.    New 
York.  N.  V 

British  Trades  Union  Congress  

1 

2 

1 

8 

1 
1 
1 
1 

Minnie    Teitelbaum.    243    Suydam    St.. 
Brooklyn.  N.  Y. 

M.  Abramson,   176  E.  Broadway.  New 

York.  N.  Y. 
Miss  M.  Bonfleld.  Dilke  House.  Malet 

St.,  London  W.  C,  England. 

Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada 

Women's  International  Union  Label 
League 

National     Women's     Trade     Union 
League 

S.  Finney,  M.  P..  Miners'  Office.  Burslem. 

England. 
J.  M.  Walsh.  66  St.  Joseph  St..  Quebec 

Que..  Canada. 

Anna  Fitzgerald.   421   S.   Homan  Ave., 
ChlcagoTlll. 

Maud    Swartz.   64    W.    Randolph    St.. 
Chicago.  HI. 

Number 

of 
Unions. 

Name. 

Number 

of 
Delegates. 

Number 

of 
Votes. 

102 
81 

National  and  International.. 

StAtAR           ,    .    

812 

181 

144 

86 

6 

81.829 
81 

144 

OfTitn^i 

144 

86 

Trade  and  FBdei*al  Labor  Unions ,„_,-,.,„., 

162 

4 

Fratfmal  Organization^.,... ..« 

3 

867 

677 

82.169 
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List  of  Delegates  and  Fraternal  Delegates 

Ddegates  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  the  Intematiottal  Federation  of  Trade  Unions 


1909.    Samuel  Gompers. 


•l915. 


1911.    James  Duncan. 


1913.    George  W.  Perkins. 


•1917. 


,0oc  /  Samuel  Gompers. 
18^5  <  p  J  McOuire. 
J.  W.  Sullivan. 
Adolph  Strasser. 
Martin  Pox. 
Geo.  E.  McNeiU. 
James  Duncan. 
Harry  Lloyd. 
Tames  0'C5onnell. 
Thomas  P.  Tracy. 
J.  M.  Hunter. 
,  Sidney  J.  Kent. 
,  /  Daniel  J.  Keefe. 
^  1  Eugene  P.  O'Rourke. 


1896 
1897 


1898 
1899 


1900 
1901 


lorto  /  Patrick  Dolan. 
1902  I J 


[  Henry  Blackmore. 


To  British  Trades  Union  Congress 


1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 

1911  1 


Max  S.  Hayes. 
Martin  Lawlor. 
W.  D.  Ryan. 
D.  D.  Driscoll. 
John  A.  Moffitt. 
James  Wood. 
Frank  K.  Foster. 
James  Wilson. 
John  T.  Dempsey. 
W.  E.  Klapetzky. 
Andrew  Furuseth. 
James  J.  Creamer. 
John  P.  Prey. 
B.  A.  Larger. 
W.  B.  Wi&on. 
T.  V.  O'Connor. 
Wm.  B.  Macfarlane. 
Daniel  J.  Tobin. 


,  /  George  L.  Berry, 
\  John  H.  Walker, 
f  Chas.  L.  Baine. 
\  Louis  Kemper. 
W.  D.  Mahon. 
I  Matthew  Woll. 
W.  D.  Mahon. 
Matthew  Woll. 
ioi#;i  W.  D.  Mahon. 
*^***  \  Matthew  Woll. 
.  John  Golden. 
^  James  Lo^d. 
f  J.  A.  Franklin. 
.  Wm.  J.  Bowen. 
a.  L.  ] 


1912 
1913 


•1914 
•1915 


1917 
1918 


1919 


iWra. 


.  Hutcheson. 


John  J.  Hynes. 


From  British  Tradra  Union  Congress. 


1894  {{j;*^"®"^- 


1895 
1896 


1897 
1898  < 


1899 


-avid  Holmes. 
Edward  Cowcv. 
James  Mawdsi^. 
Sam  Woods. 
John  MaUinson. 
Edward  Harford. 
J.  Havelock  Wilson. 
William  Insklp. 
William  Thome. 
James  Haalam. 
Alexander  Wllkie. 


10O0  I  John  Weir. 
1900  ^  p^^  Curran. 

lom  /Frank  Chandler. 
'^"*  \  Ben  TiUett. 


1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 


M.  Arrandale. 
E.  Edwards. 
William  MuUin. 
James  O'Grady. 
William  Abraham. 
James  Wignall. 
William  Mosses. 
David  Gilmour. 
Allen  Gee. 
J.  N.  Bell. 

David  J.  Shackleton. 
John  Hodge. 
'  John  Wadsworth. 
H.  Skinner. 
A.  H.  Gill. 
J.  R.  aynes. 
W.  Brace. 
Ben.  Turner. 


1911 
1912 
1913 

•1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 

•1918 


G.  H.  Roberts. 
J.  Crinion. 
J.  A.  Seddon. 
R.  Smillie. 
I.  H.  Gwynne. 
T.  Greenall. 


C.  G.  Ammon. 

E.  Bevin. 

H.  GosUng. 

W.  Whitefield. 

John  HiU. 

Arthur  Hayday. 

P.  HaU. 

,  Miss  Margaret  Bondfield. 
1010 1 S.  Finney. 
'^*^  t  Miss  Margaret  Bondfield. 


To  Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress. 


1898  Thomas  I.  Kidd. 

1899  James  H.  Sullivan. 

1900  W.  D.  Mahon. 

1901  John  R.  O'Brien. 

1902  D.  D.  DriscolL 

1903  John  Coleman. 

1904  John  H.  Richards. 


1905  Frank  Feeney. 

1906  Thomas  A.  Rickert. 

1907  Robert  S.  Maloney. 

1908  Hugh  Frayne. 

1909  Jerome  Jones. 

1910  John  J.  Manning. 

1911  Wm.  J.Tracy. 

1912  John  T.Smith. 


1913  Wm.  J.  McSorley. 

1914  M.  M.  Donoghue. 

1915  H.  J.  Conway. 

1916  Harry  P.  Corcoran. 

1917  Emanuel  Koveleski. 

1918  Stuart  H.  Hayward. 

1919  Sam  Griggs. 


From  Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress. 


1898  David  A.  Carey. 

1899  David  A.  Carey. 

1900  David  A.  Carey. 

1901  P.  M.  Draper. 

1902  John  H.  Kennedy. 

1903  James  Simpson. 

1904  John  A  "^ 


Simpson 
.  Pfett. 


1905  William  V.  Todd. 

1906  Samuel  L.  Landers. 

1907  W.  R.  Trotter. 

1908  P.  M.  Draper. 

1909  P.  Bancroft. 

1910  R.  P.  Pettipiece. 

1911  Wm.  Glockling. 

1912  John  W.  Bruce. 


1913  Gus  Prancq. 

1914  R.  A.  Rigg. 

1915  Fred  Bancroft. 

1916  Thomas  A.  Stevenson. 

1917  Wm.  Lodge. 

1918  Thos.  Moore. 

1919  J.  M.  Walsh. 


*No  convention. 


*No  delegates. 


'Delegates  did  not  attend. 
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1881 
1882 
1888 
1884 
1885 
1880 
1887 
1888 
1880 
1890 
18dl 
1893 
1803 
1804 
1896 
1800 
1807 
1806 
1800 
1000 
1001 
1002 

igo8 

1004 
1006 
1000 
1007 
1008 
1000 
1010 
1011 
1012 
1018 
1014 
1015 
1010 
1017 
1018 
1010 


Oity  and  State. 


Pittsburgh.  Pa. 

Olereland.  Ohia 

New  York,  N.  Y_ 

Ohlcafio.  IlL 

WashlQgton,  D.  O.. 

Oohimbus,  Ohio 

Baltimore,  Md. 

St.  Loula.  Mo. 

Boston,  Mass 

Detroit.  Mich.. 


Birmingham,  Ala. 

Philaddphia,  Pa. 

Ohlcago,  lU 

Denver,  Oolo — 

New  York,  N.  Y 

Oindnnati.  Ohio 

Nashville.  Tenn ^. 

Kansas  Oitv,  Mo 

Detroit.  Mfch 

Lonisvllle,  Ky 

Scranton.  Pa. 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Boston.  Mass- 


San  Francisco.  Oal.. 
Pittsburgh..  Pa.. 


MfameapollB,  Minn.. 


Norfolk,  Va..„ 
Denver,  Oolo.. 


Toronto,  Ont.,  Oan.j. 

St.  Louis.  Mo 

Atlanta.  Ga. 

Rochester.  N.  Y 

SeatUe,  Wash 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

San  Prandsoo.  OaL 

Baltimore.  Md 

Buffalo.  N.  Y..... 

St  Paul.  Minn. 


Atlantic  Oity.  N.  J... 


Date. 


December  15-18. 
November  21-24. 
August      21-24. 
October     7-10. 
December  8-11. 
December  8-12. 
December  13-17. 
December  11-15. 
December  10-14. 
December  8-18.  . 
December  14-10. 
December  12-17. 
December  11-10. 
December  10-18. 
December  0-17. 
December  14-21. 
December  18-21. 
December  12-20. 
December  11-20. 
December  6-15. 
December  5-14. 
November  18-22. 
November  0-23. 
November  14-26. 
November  18-25. 
November  12-24. 
November  11-23. 
November  0-21. 
November  8-20. 
November  14-26. 
November  13-25. 
NoTember  11-23. 
November  10-22. 
November  0-21. 
November  8-22. 
November  13-25. 
November  12-24. 
June  10-20. 
June  0-23. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 

AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

1919-1920 


PREAMBLE. 

Whbbbas.  a  straggle  is  soing  on  In  all  the 
nations  of  tlie  civilized  world  between  the  op- 
pressors and  the  oppressed  of  ail  countries,  a 
struggle  between  the  capitalist  and  the  laborer, 
which  grows  in  intensity  from  year  to  year, 
and  wifl  work  disastrous  results  to  the  toilins 
millions  if  they  are  not  c(mibined  for  mutual 
protection  and  benefit. 

,  It,  therefore,  behooves  the  representa- 
tives of  the  Trade  and  Labor  Unions  of 
America,  in  convention  assembled,  to  adopt 
such  measures  and  disseminate  such  principles 
among  the  mechanics  and  laborers  of  our 
country  as  will  permanently  unite  them  to 
secure  the  recognition  of  rights  to  which 
they  are  Justly  entitled. 

We.  therefore,  declare  ourselves  in  favor 
ot  the  formation  of  a  thorough  Federation, 
embracing  every  Trade  and  Labor  Organiza- 
tion in  America,  organized  under  the  Trade 
Union  system. 


CONSTITUTION. 

ARTIOLE  I.— Nams. 

This  Association  shall  be  known  as  Thb 
AuBBicAN  FsDSBATioir  OP  Labob.  aud  shall 
consist  of  such  Trade  and  Labor  Unions  as 
shall  conform  to  its  rules  and  regulations. 

ARTICLE  II.— Objbcts. 

Sbotion  1.  The  object  of  this  Federation 
shall  be  the  encouragement  and  formation 
of  local  Trade  and  Labor  Unions,  and  the 
closer  federation  of  such  societies  through  the 
organization  of  Oentral  Trade  and  Labor 
Unions  in  every  city,  and  the  further  combina- 
tion of  such  bodies  into  State.  Territorial,  or 
Provincial  organizations  to  secure  legislation 
in  the  interest  of  the  working  masses. 

Sbc.  2.  The  establishment  of  National  and 
International  Trade  Unions.based  upon  a  strict 
recognition  of  the  autonomy  of  each  trade,  and 
the  promotion  and  advancement  of  such  bodies. 

Sbc.  3.  The  establishment  of  Departments 
cooiposed  of  National  or  International  Unions 
aflUfated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  of  the  same  industry,  and  wliich  De- 
partments shall  be  governed  in  conformity 
withlthe  laws  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Sbo.  4.  An  American  Federation  of  all  Na- 
tional and  International  Trade  Unions,   to 


aid  and  assist  each  other;  to  aid  and  encourage 
the  sale  of  union  label  goods,  and  to  secure 
legislation  in  the  interest  of  the  working  peo- 
ple, and  influence  public  opinion,  by  peaceful 
and  legal  methods,  in  favor  of  orflpanued  labor. 
Sbc.  5.  To  aid  and  encourage  the  labor  press 
of  America. 

ARTICLE  III. — CoNVBirriON. 

Sbction  1.  The  Convention  of  the  Fed- 
eration shall  meet  annually  at  10  a.  m..  on  the 
second  Monday  in  Jime.  at  such  place  as  the 
delegates  have  selected  at  the  preceding  Con- 
vention. 

Sbc.  2.  At  the  opening  of  the  Convention 
the  President  shall  take  tne  chair  and  call  the 
Convention  to  order,  and  preside  during  its 
sessions. 

Sbc  3.  The  following  committees,  consist- 
ing of  fifteen  members  each,  shall  be  ^pointed 
by  the  President:  First.  Rules  and  Order  of 
Business;  second,  Report  of  Executive  Coun- 
cil; Ithlrd.  Resolutions:  fourth.  Laws;  fifth. 
Organization;  sixth.  Labels;  seventh.  Ad- 
justment; eighth.  Local  and  Federated  Bodies; 
ninth.  Education;  tenth.  State  Organiza- 
tions; eleventh.  Boycotts;  twelfth.  Building 
Trades  (to  which  shall  be  referred  aU  griev- 
ances and  other  matters  pertaining  exclusively 
to  the  building  trades). 

Sbc.  4.  The  President  shall  direct  the 
chief  executive  officers  of  three  National  or 
International  Unions,  at  least  ten  da^  pre- 
vious to  the  holding  of  the  Annual  Conven- 
tion, to  appoint  one  delegate  each  from  their 
respective  delegations-elect,  who  shall  com- 
pose an  Auditing  Committee.  The  com- 
mittee shall  meet  at  such  place  as  the  President 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  may 
direct,  and  at  such  time  prior  to  the  Conven- 
tion as  the  President  may  determine  is  neces- 
sarv  for  the  proper  performance  of  their  dutv; 
and  they  shall  audit  the  accoimts  of  the 
Federation  for  the  preceding  twelve  months, 
and  report  upon  credentials  Immediately 
upon  tne  opening  of  the  Convention.  The 
expense  of  said  committee  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  funds  of  the  Federation. 

Sbc.  5.  Resolutions  of  any  character  or 
propositions  for  changes  in  this  Constitution 
can  not  be  introduced  after  the  second  day's 
session,  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Sbc.  6.  The  Convention  shall  have  power 
to  order  an  executive  session  at  any  time. 

Sbc.  7.  None  other  than  members  of  a 
bona  fide  Trade  Union  shall  be  permitted 
to  address  the  Convention  or  read  papers 
therein,  except  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the 
Convention. 

Sbc  8.  Party  politics,  whether  they  be 
Democratic,  Republican.  Socialistic.  Popu- 
llstlc.  Prohibition,  or  any  other,  shall  hav^ 
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no  place  in  the  Conventions  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

Ssc.  9.  The  mies  and  order  of  bosinesfl 
Kovemine  the  preceding  Convention  shall  be 
m  force  from  the  opennig  of  any  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  mitil 
new  roles  have  been  adopted  by  action  of  the 
Convention. 

Skc.  10.  A  quorum  fbr  the  transaction  of 
business  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  delegates  attending  a  Convention. 

Sac.  11.  No  grievance  shall  be  considered 
by  any  Convention  that  has  been  decided  by 
a  previous  Convention, except  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Executive  Council,  nor  shall 
any  grievance  be  considered  where  the  par- 
ties thereto  have  not  previously  held  a  con- 
ference and  attempted  to  adjust  the  same 
themselves. 

ARTICLE  lY. — RsPBBSSMTATioir. 

Sbction  1.  The  basis  of  representation  in 
the  Convention  shall  be:  From  National  and 
International  Unions,  for  less  than  four  thou- 
sand members,  one  delegate;  four  thousand 
or  more,  two  delegates;  eight  thousand  or 
more,  three  delegates;  sixteen  thousand  or 
more,  four  delegates;  thirty-two  thousand  or 
more,  five  delegates,  and  so  on.  From  Central 
Bodies,  State  Federations,  National  Depart- 
menta.  Federal  Labor  Unions,  and  Local 
Unions  having  no  National  or  International 
Unkm,  one  delegate;  provided,  howevw,  that 
Local  Unkms  and  FMend  Labor  Unions 
herein  referred  to,  located  In  one  city,  shall 
have  the  right  to  unite  In  sending  a  delegate 
to  represent  them  unitedly.  Only  bona  ikle  wage 
woriDBrs  who  are  not  members  of.  or  eligible  to 
in,  other  Trade  Unkms,  shall  be 


ellslble  as  delegates  fktxm  Federal  Labcnr  Unions. 

Bbo.  2.  The  delegates  shaU  be  elected  at 
least  two  weeks  previous  to  the  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  the  names  of  such  delegates  shall  be  for- 
warded to  the  Secretary  or  this  body  imme- 
diately after  their  election. 

Sbo.  3.  Questions  may  be  decided  by  division 
or  a  show  of  hands,  but  if  a  call  of  the  roll  is 
demanded  by  one-tenth  of  the  delegates 
present,  each  delegate  shall  cast  one  vote  for 
every  one  hundred  members  or  major  ftractlon 
thereof  which  he  represents,  provided  that 
the  delegate's  union  nas  been  affiliated  with 
the  Federation  for  the  full  fiscal  year  preceding 
the  Convention.  When  affiliated  for  a  period 
of  less  than  one  year,  each  delegate  shall  cast 
ooa-twelfth  of  one  vote  for  each  one  hundred 
members  or  major  fraction  thereof  which  he 
represents  for  each  month  for  which  per  capita 
tax  has  been  paid  upon  the  members  of  his 
union.  No  City  or  state  Federation  shall  be 
allowed  more  than  one  vote. 

Sbo.  4.  The  Secretary  shall  prepare  for  use 
of  the  Convention  printed  poll  lists,  contain- 
ing the  number  or  votes  the  delegates  Arom 
National  and  International  Unions  are  en- 
titled to.  based  upon  the  average  membership 
daring  the  year.  fh>m  reports  made  to  the  office 
of  the  Federation  not  later  than  April  80  pre- 
ceding the  Annual  Convention. 

Sbc.  6.  No  organization  or  person  that  has 
seceded,  or  has  been  suspended,  or  expelled, 
by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  or  by 
any  National  or  International  organization 
connected  with  the  Federation,  shall,  while 
under  such  penalty,  be  allowed  representation 
or  recqgnltfon  in  this  Federation,  or  in  any 
OentralBody  or  National  or  International 
Union  connected  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  under  the  penalty  of  the  sus- 
peosloD  of  the  body  violating  this  section. 


Sbc.  6.  No  organization  shall  be  entitled  to 
representation  unless  such  organization  has 
applied  for  and  obtained  a  oertUlcate  of  affilia- 
tion at  least  oae  month  prior  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  no  person  shall  be  recognized  as  a 
delegate  who  is  not  a  member  in  good  standing 
of  the  organization  he  is  elected  to  represent. 

ARTICLE  V. — OmcBBs. 

Sbotion  1.  The  officers  of  the  Federation 
shall  consist  of  a  President,  eight  Vice-Presi- 
dents, a  Secretary,  and  a  Treasurer,  to  be 
elected  by  the  Convention  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session,  and  these  officers  shaU  be  the 
Executive  CoundL 

Sbc.  2.  The  President  and  Secretary  shall 
be  members  of  the  succeeding  Convention  in 
case  they  are  not  delegates,  but  without  vote. 

Sbc.  8.  All  elective  officers  shall  be  members 
of  a  local  organization  connected  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labw. 

Sbc  4.  The  terms  of  the  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  expire  on 
the  first  day  of  August  succeeding  the  Con- 
vention. 

Sbo.  6.  The  President  and  Secretary  shall 
enQge  suitable  offices  in  the  same  building 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  for  the  transaction  or 
the  business  of  the  organization. 

Sbc  6.  All  books  and  financial  accounts 
shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  the  inspection  of 
the  President  and  Executive  CoundL 

ARTICLE  VI. — DuTiBS  of  Pbbsidbnt. 

Sbctioit  1.  It  shaU  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  preside  at  the  Annual  Conven- 
tion; to  exercise  supervision  of  the  Federation 
throughout  its  Jurisdiction;  to  sign  all  official 
documents,  and  to  travel,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Executive  Council,  whenever  required, 
in  the  interest  of  the  Federation. 

Sbc  2.  The  President  shall  submit  to  the 
Secretary,  at  the  end  of  each  month,  an  item- 
ized accoimt  of  all  moneys,  traveling  and  inci- 
dental, expended  by  him  in  the  interest  of  the 
Federation;  and  shall  report  to  the  Annual 
Convention  of  the  Federation,  through  the 
report  of  the  Executive  CoimciL 

19bc  3.  The  President,  if  not  a  delegate, 
shall  have  the  casting  vote  in  case  of  a  tie, 
but  shall  not  vote  at  other  times.  He  shall  be 
required  to  devote  aU  his  time  to  the  interest  of 
the  Federation. 

Sbc  4.  The  President  shall  call  meetings 
of  the  Executive  Council,  when  necessary, 
and  shall  preside  over  their  deliberations,  and 
shall  receive  for  hi^services  $10,000  per  annum, 
payable  weekly. 

Sbc  6.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
President  by  death,  resignation,  or  other 
cause,  the  Secretary  shall  perform  the  duties 
of  the  President  until  his  successor  is  elected. 
In  that  event  it  shall  be  the  du^  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  issue,  within  six  days  from  the  date  of 
vacancy,  a  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Council  at  headquarters  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  President  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

ARTICLE  VII — DuTiBs  of  Sbcbbtabt. 

Sbction  1  The  duties  of  the  Secretary 
shall  be  to  take  charge  of  all  books,  papers.and 
effects  of  the  general  office;  to  conduct  the 
oorrespondence  pertaining  to  his  office;  to 
fumisn  the  elective  officers  with  the  necessary 
stationery;  to  convene  and  act  as  Secretary 
at  the  Annual  Convention,  and  to  furnish  the 
Committee  on  Credentials  at  the  Convention 
a  statement  of  the  financial  standing  of  each 
affiliated  body;  to  forward  on  March  1st  and 
September  1st  of  each  year  to  the  secretaries 
of  all  affiliated  organizations  a  list  of  the  names 
and  addresses  of  secretaries  and  organizers. 
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Sbc.  2.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  all  letters. 
documeatB,  aooounts,  etc..  Id  such  maimer 
as  the  Amiual  OonTention  may  direct;  he  shall 
receive  and  collect  all  moneys  due  the  Federa- 
tion and  pay  them  to  the  Treasurer,  taking 
his  receipt  therefor;  provided,  that  he  may  re- 
tain in  his  hands  a  sum  not  exceedtaig  $2,000 
for  current  expenses,  which  money  shall  be 
paid  out  only  on  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Sbo.  3.  The  Secretary  shaU  submit  to  the 
Auditing  Committee,  for  their  inspection. 
Touchers  for  all  moneys  expended;  close  all 
aooounts  of  the  Federation  on  April  80  of 
each  year,  and  all  moneys  received  or  dis- 
bursed after  such  date  shall  not  be  reported 
in  the  general  balance  account  of  the  ensuing 
Convention.  He  shall  print  the  flnanclal 
statement  quarterly  as  a  separate  document 
and  forward  copy  to  all  afllliated  national 
and  international  unions,  state  federations  of 
labor,  city  central  bodies  and  directly  affiliated 
local  unions. 

Sbc.  4.  The  Secretary  shall  give  a  bond  of 
t2.000  for  the  faithftd  performance  of  his  duties, 
andiihall  report  to  the  Annual  Ccmvention  of 
tiieiFederation.  through  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council,  and  for  his  services  he  shall 
receive  $7,000  per  annum,  payable  weekly. 

Sbc.  6.  The  Secretary  shall  issue  stamps 
to  Local  and  Federal  Labor  Unions,  which 
shall  be  used  by  such  unions  with  which  to  re- 
ceipt for  members'  dues. 

B.Bo.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Inter- 
national. National.  Local  Trade  and  Federal 
Labor  Union  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  ftimlsh  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  a 
copv  of  all  official  reports  issued  by  such 
affiliated  organlzations.oontaining  a  statement 
of  their  membership  in  good  standing,  and  to 
rornish  such  additional  statistical  data  as  may 
be  called  for  by  the  Secretary  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  as  may  be  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  respective  xmions. 

ARTICLE    VIII. — DiTTXBS    of    Tbbasubbb. 


Sbctiow 


The  Treasurer  shall  receive 


and  take  charge  of  all  moneys,  property,  and 
of  the  Federation  delivered  to  him 


securities  .. 

by  the  Secretary  or  other  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  All  funds 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  exceed- 
ing fifteen  thousand  dollars  shall  be  deposited 
by  the  Treasurer  In  bank,  or  banks,  on 
interest-bearing  certificates  of  deposit  in  the 
name  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and 
in  order  to  be  cashed  shall  require  the  signa- 
tures of  the  Treasurer,  the  President,  and 
Secretarv  of  the  Federation.  The  Treasurer 
shall  collect  the  interest  on  all  such  certificates 
or  other  deposit  at  the  expiration  of  each  six 
months  ana  pay  the  same  over  to  the  Secre- 
tary. The  Treasurer  shaU  deposit  in  open  ac- 
count in  bank  or  banks,  in  the  name  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  as  Treasurer, 
all  amounts  in  his  possession  not  on  certifi- 
cates of  deposit,  and  before  any  money  thus 
deposited  can  be  drawn  each  check  shall  be 
signed  by  him  as  Treasurer.  A  copy  of  this 
section  shall  be  forwarded  by  the  President 
of  the  Federation  to  each  bank  upon  which 
the  Federation  holds  certificates  of  deposit. 

Sbc.  2  The  Treasurer  shall  pay,  through 
the  Secretary,  all  warrants  regularly  drawn 
on  him.  signed  by  the  President  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Secretary,  as  required  by  this 
Constitution,  and  none  others. 

Sbc.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  submit  to  the 
Annual  Convention,  through  the  report  of 
the  Executive  Council,  a  complete  statement 


of  all  reodpts  and  disbursements  dui%3«  his 
term  of  office,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  office  he  shall  deliver  up  to  his  suc- 
cessor all  moneys,  securities,  books,  and  papers 
of  the  Federation  under  his  control;  and  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  he  shall  give 
a  bond  in  such  sum  as  the  Executive  Council 
may  determine.  The  annual  salary  of  the 
Treasurer  shall  be  $500. 

ARTICLE  IX. — ^ExxouTiVB  Council. 

Sbctioit  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Executive  CouncU  to  watch  legislative  meas- 
ures directly  affecting  the  interests  of  working 
people,  and  to  initiate,  whenever  necessary, 
such  legislative  action  as  the  Convention  may 
direct. 

Sbo.  2.  The  Executive  Council  shall  use 
every  possible  means  to  organise  new  Na- 
tional or  International  Trade  or  Labor  Unions, 
and  to  oreanize  Local  Trade  and  Labor 
Unions,  and  connect  them  with  the  Federa- 
tion until  such  time  as  there  is  a  sufficient 
number  to  form  a  National  or  International 
Union,  when  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Federation  to  see  that  such  organ- 
ization is  formed. 

Sbc.  3.  When  a  National  or  International 
Union  has  been  formed,  the  President  shall 
notify  all  Local  Unions  of  that  trade  to  affiliate 
with  such  Natk>nal  or  International  Union, 
and  unless  said  notification  be  complied  with, 
within  three  months,  their  charters  shall  be 
revoked. 

Sbo.  4.  The  Executive  Council  shall  also 
prepare  and  present  to  the  Convention,  in 
printed  form,  a  concise  statement  of  the  details 
leading  up  to  approved  and  pending  boycotts 
(and  all  matters  of  interest  to  the  Convention) , 
and  no  indorsement  for  a  boycott  shall  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Convention  except  it  has  been  so 
reported  by  the  Executive  Council. 

Sbo.  5.  while  we  recognize  the  risht  of  each 
trade  to  manage  its  own  affairs,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  I!xecutive  Council  to  secure  the 
unification  of  all  labor  organizations,  so  far  as 
to  assist  each  other  in  any  trade  diroute. 

Sbc.  6.  Whenever  the  revenue  of  the  Fed- 
eration shall  warrant  such  action,  the  Execu- 
tive Council  shall  authorize  the  sending  out 
of  Trade  Union  speakers  firom  place  to  place 
in  the  interests  of  the  Federation. 

Sbc.  7.  The  remuneration  for  organizers 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  be 
$8.00  per  day  as  salary,  actual  railroad  fare, 
and  hotel  expenses  of  $6.00  per  day  when 
traveling  away  from  their  home  city.  The 
remimeratlon  for  services  of  members  of  the 
Executive  Council,  firatemal  delegates,  inter- 
preters and  speakers,  or  other  persons  tem- 
porarily employed  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  shall  be  determined  by  the  Executive 
Council. 

Sbc.  8.  The  Executive  Coimcll  shall  have 
power  to  make  the  rules  to  govern  matters 
not  in  confiict  with  this  Constitution,  or  the 
constitution  of  affiliated  tmions.  and  shall 
report  accordingly  to  the  Federation. 

Sec.  9.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  of  any 
member  of  the  Executive  Council,  other  than 
that  of  the  President,  by  reason  of  death, 
resignation,  or  other  cause,  the  President  shall 
make  such  vacancy  known  to  the  Executive 
Council,  and  shall  call  for  nominations.  The 
names  of  ail  nominees  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Executive  Council,  and  it  shall  require  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  the  Executive  Council  to  elect. 
Upon  each  unsuccessful  balloting  the  name  of 
the  candidate  receiving  the  lowest  number  of 
votes  shall  be  dropped. 
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Smc.  10.  AH  Local  Trade  UnUms  and  Fed- 
eral Labor  Unloiui  holding  charters  dhrect  ftom 
the  American  Federation  of  Labcnr.  deslrins 
the  assistance  of  the  American  Federation  or 
Labor  In  trade  disputes,  shall  submit  to  the 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
fbr  approval  by  the  Executive  Council  the 
fdll  statement  of  the  grievance,  and  shall  re- 
ceive within  twenty  (20)  days  from  the  Presi- 
dent an  answer  as  to  whether  they  will  be  sus- 
tained or  not,  and  no  benefits  shall  be  paid 
where  a  strike  takes  place  before  the  Local 
Union  has  received  the  approval  of  the  Execu- 
tive OoonciL 

Sbc.  11.  No  charter  shall  be  granted  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  any  National. 
International.  Trade,  or  Federal  Labor  Union 
without  a  positive  and  clear  definition  of  the 
trade  jurisdiction  claimed  by  the  applicant, 
and  the  charter  shall  not  be  granted  if  the 
jurisdiction  elaimed  is  a  trespass  on  the  juris- 
dicticm  of  existing  afllliated  unions,  without 
the  written  consent  of  such  unions;  no  affili- 
ated International.  National,  or  Local  Union 
diall  be  permitted  to  change  its  title  or  name, 
if  any  trespass  is  made  thereby  on  the  Juris- 
diction of  an  affiliated  organization,  without 
having  first  obtained  the  consent  and  approval 
of  a  Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor;  and  it  is  ftirther  provided,  tliat 
should  any  of  the  members  of  such  National. 
Intemationai,  Trade,  or  Federal  Labor  Union 
work  at  any  other  vocation,  trade,  or  profes- 
sion, they  shall  Join  the  union  of  such  vocation, 
trade,  or  profession,  provided  such  are  organ- 
ized and  affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

Sbc.  12.  The  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  only  have 
power  to  revoke  the  charter  of  an  affiliated 
National  or  Intemationai  Union  when  the 
revocation  has  been  ordered  by  a  two-thirds 
majority  of  a  regular  Convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Feaeration  of  Labor,  by  a  roll-call  vote. 

ARTICLE   X. — RsvxMua. 

SacTioir  1.  The  revenue  of  the  Federation 
■hall  be  derived  fkt>m  a  per  capita  tax  to  be 
paid  upon  the  full  paid-up  membership  of  all 
affiliated  bodies,  as  follows:  From  Interna- 
tional or  National  Trade  Unions,  a  per  capita 
tax  of  one  cent  per  member  per  month;  from 
Local  Trade  Unions  and  Federal  Labor  Unions, 
twenty  cents  per  member  per  month,  five 
cents  of  which  must  be  set  aside  to  be  used 
only  in  case  of  strike  or  lockout;  Local  Unions, 
the  majoritar  of  whose  members  are  less  than 
eighteen  (18)  years  of  age,  two  cents  per  mem- 
ber per  month;  from  Central  and  State 
bodies,  $10  per  year,  payable  quarterly. 

Ssc.  2.  Delegates  snail  not  be  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  the  Annual  Convention  unless  the  tax 
of  their  orronization.  as  provided  for  in  section 
1,  Article  A.  has  been  paid  in  full  to  April  30 
I>recedlng  the  Convention. 

Ssc.  3.  Any  organization  affiliated  with  tlds 
Federation  not  paying  its  per  capita  tax  on  or 
before  the  15th  of  each  month  shall  be  notified 
of  the  tact  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation, 
and  If  at  the  end  of  three  months  it  is  still  in 
arrears  it  shaU  become  suspended  firom  mem- 
bership by  the  Federation,  and  can  be  rein- 
stated only  by  a  vote  of  the  Convention  when 
such  arrearages  are  paid  in  full,  as  provided 
in  section  2  of  this  Article. 

ARTICLE  XI. — Local  Central  Bodibs. 
Skction  1.  No  Central  Labor  Union,  or 
any  other  central  body  of  delegates,  Bhall 
admit  to  or  retala  in  their  councils  delegates 
from  any  local  organization  that  owes  its 
allegiance  to  any  other  body,   National  or 


Intemationai.  hostile  to  any  afllliated  organi- 
zation, or  that  has  been  suroended  or  expelled 
by.  or  not  connected  with,  a  National  or  Inter- 
national organization  of  their  trade  herein 
afllliated;  nor  are  delegates  to  be  seated  from 
locals  of  National  or  Intemationai  organi«k- 
tions  which  are  not  affiliated  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  under  penalty  of  having 
their  cliarter  revoked  for  violation  of  their 
charter,  subject  to  appeal  to  the  next  Con- 
vention. 

Ssc.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  National 
and  Intemationai  Unions  afnliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  instruct 
their  Local  Unions  to  Join  chartered  Central 
Labor  Bodies.  Departments,  and  State  Fed- 
erations In  their  vicinity  where  such  exist. 
Similar  instructions  sliall  be  given  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  all  Trade 
and  Federal  Labor  Unions  under  its  Jurisdic- 
tion. 

Sbo.  3.  Where  there  are  one  or  more  Local 
Unions  In  any  city  belonging  to  any  National 
or  Intemati<mal  Union  affiliated  with  this 
Federation  they  may  organize  a  Trades 
Assembly  or  Central  Labor  Union,  or  shall 
Join  such  body  if  already  In  existence. 

Ssc.  4.  The  Executive  Council  and  Local 
Central  Labor  Unions  shall  use  all  possible 
means  to  organize  and  connect  as  LocafUnlons 
to  National  or  Intemationai  Unions  the  organ- 
izations In  their  vicinity;  to  aid  the  formation 
of  National  or  Intemationai  Unions  where 
none  exist,  and  to  organize  Federal  Labor 
Unions  where  the  number  of  craftsmen  pre- 
cludes any  other  form  of  organization. 

Sbc.  5.  No  Central  Labor  Union,  or  other 
central  body  of  delegates,  shall  have  the  au- 
thority or  power  to  order  any  organization, 
affiliated  with  such  Central  Labor  Union,  or 
other  central  labor  body,  on  strike,  or  take  a 
strike  vote,  where  such  organization  has  a 
national  orsanlzatton.  until  the  proper  author- 
ities of  sucn  National  or  Intemationai  organ- 
ization have  been  consulted  and  agreed  te 
such  action.  A  violation  of  this  law  shall  be 
sufficient  cause  for  the  Executive  Council  to 
revoke  the  charter. 

Ssc.  6.  Separate  charters  may  be  issued 
to  Central  Labor  Unions,  Local  Unions,  or 
Federal  Labor  Unions,  composed  exclusively 
of  ocdored  members,  where,  in  the  Judgment 
of  the  Executive  Council.  It  appears  advlanble 
and  to  the  best  Interest  of  the  Trade  Union 
movement  to  do  so. 

Ssc.  7.  No  Central  Labor  Union,  or  other 
central  body  of  delegates,  shall  have  authori^ 
or  power  to  originate  a  bosrcott.  nor  shall  such 
bodies  indorse  and  order  the  placing  of  the 
name  of  any  person,  firm,  or  corporation  on  an 
unfair  list  until  the  Local  Union  desiring 
the  same  has.  before  declaring  the  boycott, 
submitted  the  matter  in  dispute  to  the  Cen- 
tral Body  for  investigation,  and  the  best 
endeavors  oa  Its  part  to  effect  an  amicable 
settlement.  Violation  of  this  section  shall 
forfeit  charter. 

Sso.  8.  No  Central  Body  or  Department 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  shall  reject  credentials  presented  bv  a 
duly  elected  or  appointed  d^egation  of  a 
Local  Union  chartered  by  a  National  or  an 
Intemationai  Union  having  afllliation  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  upon  written  charges,  signed  by  at 
least  three  delegates,  any  delegate  of  an 
afllliated  Union  may.  upon  convi<^on  after  a 
fair  trial,  be  expelled  or  suspended.  Action 
of  the  Central  Body  under  this  section  shall  be 
subject  to  appeal  to  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  Amoican  Federation  of  Labor,  and  no 
delegation  representing  Local  Unions  afllliated. 
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as  herein  described,  shall  be  suspended  or  ex- 
pelled until  like  action  is  taken. 

Sbc.  9.  No  Central  Body  shall  take  part 
in  the  adjustment  of  wage  contracts,  wage 
disputes  or  working  rules  of  Local  Unions, 
affiliated  with  a  National  or  International 
Union,  unless  the  laws  of  the  National  or 
International  Union  permit,  except  upon  the 
request  or  consent  of  the  executiye  officer  of  the 
National  or  International  Union  affected. 

Sbc.  10.  Local  Unions  of  National  or 
International  Unions  affiliated  with  the 
Departments  attached  to  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  LabCHT.  in  any  city  where  a  Local 
Department  exists,  shall  not  be  eligible  to 
membership  in  any  Local  Department  un- 
less they  are  connected  with  the  chartered 
Central  Body,  nor  shall  they  be  eligible  to 
membership  in  the  Central  Body  unless  they 
are  affiliated  with  the  Local  Departanent. 

ARTICLE  XII. — AsssssiiKNT  in  Defenss 
OP  National  and   International  Unions. 

Section  1.  The  Executiye  Council  shall 
have  power  to  declare  a  levy  of  one  cent 
per  member  per  week  on  all  affiliated  unions 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten  weeks  in  any 
one  year,  to  assist  in  the  support  of  an  affili- 
ated National  or  International  Union  engaged 
in  a  protracted  strike  or  lockout. 

Sec.  2.  Any  Union.  International,  Na- 
tional, or  Local,  failing  to  pay  within  sixty 
days  the  levies  declared  in  accOTdance  with 
Section  1  shall  be  deprived  of  representa- 
tion in  Convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  in  City  Central  Bodies 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 


ARTICLE    XIII. — Defense  Fund  por  Lo- 
cal Trade  and  Federal  Labor  Unions. 

Section  1.  The  money  of  the  defense  fund 
shall  be  drawn  only  to  sustain  strikes  or 
lockouts  of  Local  Trade  and  Federal  Labor 
Unions  when  such  strikes  or  lockouts  are  au- 
thorized, indorsed,  and  conducted  in  con- 
formity with  the  following  provisions  of  this 
Article: 

Sec.  2.  In  the  event  of  a  disagreement 
between  a  Local  Union  and  an  eniployer 
which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Local  union„ 
may  result  In  a  strike,  such  Union  shall  notify 
the  President  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  who  shall  Investigate,  or  cause  an 
investigation  to  be  made  or  the  disagreement, 
and  endeavor  to  adjust  the  difficulty.  If  his 
efforts  should  prove  futile,  he  shall  take  such 
steps  as  he  may  deem  necessary  in  notifying 
the  Executive  Council,  and  if  the  majority 
of  said  Council  shall  decide  that  a  strike 
Is  necessary  such  Union  shall  be  authorized 
to  order  a  strike,  but  that  imder  no  circum- 
stances shall  a  strike  or  lockout  be  deemed 
legal,  or  moneys  expended  ftrom  the  defense 
flmd  on  that  account,  unless  the  strike  or 
lockout  shall  have  been  first  authorized  and 
approved  by  the  President  and  Executive 
Council. 

Sec.  3.  When  a  strike  has  been  authorized 
and  approved  by  the  President  and  Executive 
Coun^.  the  President  of  the  Local  Union 
interested  shall,  within  twenty-four  hours, 
call  a  meeting  of  said  Union,  of  which  every 
member  shall  be  regularly  notified,  to  take 
action  thereon,  and  no  member  shall  vote 
on  such  gnestion  unless  he  is  in  good  stand- 
ing. Should  three-fourths  of  the  members 
present  decide,  by  secret  ballot,  on  a  strike, 
the  president  of  the  Local  Union  shall  imme- 


diately notify  the  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  of  the  cause  of  the 
matter  in  dispute;  what  the  wages,  hours. 
and  conditions  of  labor  then  are;  what  ad- 
vances, if  any.  are  sought;  what  reductions 
are  offered,  if  any;  state  the  number  employed 
and  unemployed;  the  state  of  trade  generally 
in  the  locality,  and  the  number  of  persons  in- 
volved, union  and  non-union;  also  the  num- 
ber of  members  who  would  become  entitled 
to  the  benefits  herein  provided  should  the 
application  be  authorized  and  approved. 

Sec.  4.  No  Local  shall  be  entitled  to  bene- 
fit trom.  the  defense  fund  unless  it  has  been 
in  continuous  good  standing  for  one  year; 
and  no  member  shall  be  enlEitled  to  benefit 
ft*om  said  defense  fund  unless  he  has  been  a 
member  in  Rc»od  standing  in  the  American 
Federation  or  Labor  for  at  least  one  year. 

Sbc.  5.  When  a  strike  has  been  iiuMigurated 
under  the  provisions  of  Sections  2  ana  3,  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  pay  to  the 
bonded  officer  of  the  Union  involved,  or  his 
order,  for  a  period  of  six  weeks,  an  amount 
equal  to  six  ($6)  dollars  per  week  for  each 
member.  Each  Local  Union  shall  require  its 
treasurer  to  give  proper  bond  fbr  the  safe- 
keeping  and  disbursement  of  all  funds  of  the 
Local.  No  benefit  shall  be  paid  for  the  first 
two  weeks  of  the  strike.  The  Executive 
Council  shall  have  the  power  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  strike  benefits  for  an  additional 
period. 

Sec.  6.  No  member  of  a  Local  Union  on 
strike  shall  be  entitled  to  weekly  benefits 
unless  he  reports  daily  to  the  proper  officer  of 
the  Local  Union  whUe  the  strike  continues, 
and  no  member  who  shall  receive  a  week's 
work,  three  days  to  be  a  week,  shaU  receive 
benefits.*  Any  member  refusing  other  work 
while  on  strike  (providing  said  work  is  not  in 
confiict  with  labor's  interests)  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  any  benefits. 

Sec.  7.  Any  Union  inaufluratlng  a  strike 
without  the  approval  of  the  Executive  Council 
shall  not  receive  benefits  on  account  of  said 
strike. 

Sec  8.  In  case  of  lockout  or  the  victimiza- 
tion of  members,  the  Executive  Council  shall 
have  power  to  pay  benefits  if,  upon  investiga- 
tion, it  Is  fotmd  that  the  Local  Union  whose 
members  are  Involved  did  not  by  their  actions 
or  demands  provoke  the  lockout  by  their 
employer. 

Sec.  0.  During  the  continuance  of  a  strike 
the  executive  board  of  the  Local  Union  shall 
make  weekly  reports  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  showing  the 
amount  of  money  distributed  for  benefits, 
and  to  whom  paid,  furnishing  Individual  re- 
ceipts to  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  from  all  members  to  whom  such 
benefits  have  been  paid,  and  all  othet  facts 
that  may  be  required. 

Sec.  10.  Before  a  strike  shall  be  declared  off 
a  special  meeting  of  the  Union  shall  be  called 
for  that  purpose,  and  it  shaU  require  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  all  members  present  to  decide 
the  question  either  way. 

Sec.  11.  In  the  event  of  the  defense  fund 
becoming  dangerously  low  through  protracted 
strike  or  lockout,  the  Executive  Cotmcil  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  have 
the  power  to  levy  an  assessment  of  ten  cents 
on  each  member  of  Local  Trade  and  Federal 
Labor  Unions,  assessments  to  be  restricted 
to  not  more  than  five  per  year;  and  further, 
that  there  shall  always  be  a  surplus  of  five 
thousand  ($5,000)  dollars  in  the  defense  fund. 

Sec.  12.  No  Local  shall  be  entitled  to  any 
of  the  benefits  of  the  defense  fund  unless  it 
requires  Its  members  to  pay  not  less  than 
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BBTBatY'tiyre  (75)  cents  per  month.  Tlia 
ftnftnclal  secretaries  and  the  treasurers  of 
each  Local  Trade  or  Federal  Labor  Union 
directly  affiliated  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  shall,  through  the  Secretary  of  we 
Federation,  bond  said  flnannial  oflDcers  in 
such  sums  as  shall  be  adequate  to  protect  its 
funds. 

Sac.  13.  Local  Trade  and  Federal  Labor 
Unions  shall  set  aside  for  the  maintenance  of 
a  local  defense  fund  not  less  than  five  cents  a 
month  trom  each  member. 

Sao.  14.  That  initiation  fees  charged  by  di- 
rectly affiliated  Local  Trade  or  Federal  Labor 
Unions  shall  be  not  less  than  $2.00  or  more 
than  $10.00.  and  that  one-fourth  of  each  initia- 
tion fee  received  by  such  Local  Trade  or  Fed- 
eral Labor  Union  shall  be  forwarded  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
together  with  the  per  capita  tax.  accompanied 
by  a  monthlv  report  giving  the  number  of 
members  paid  for.  and  names  of  those  initi- 
ated, reinstated,  suspended  and  expelled,  and 
number  of  members  upon  whom  back  per 
capita  tax  is  being  paid  and  months  paid  for. 
on  blanks  to  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Federation.  When  dues  are  paid,  the 
Financial  Secretary  of  the  Local  Union  shall 
place  a  per  capita  tax  stamp  in  the  member's 
due  book.  These  stamps  must  be  used. 
Suspended  members  can  be  reinstated  only 
by  the  payment  of  three  months*  back  per 
capita  tax.  in  addition  to  the  tax  for  the 
current  month,  and  a  fee  of  25  cents  for  rein- 
statement stamp. 

•Sac.  15.  That  traveling  cards  issued  to 
members  bv  Local  Trade  or  Federal  Labor 
Unions  shall  admit  members  presenting  the 
same  to  membership  in  Local  Trade  or  Federal 
Labor  Unions  directly  affiliated  to  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor. 

Sbc.  16.  That  Local  Trade  and  Federal 
Labor  Unions  shall  be  prohibited  firom  assoso 
ing  tiieir  members  or  appropriating  their  funds 
for  any  purpose  other  than  union  or  American 
Federation  of  Labor  purposes.  That  each 
directly  affiliated  union  shall  forward  monthly 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  a  complete  statement  of  all  flmds 
received  and  expended. 

Sac.  17.  No  Local  Trade  or  Federal  Labor 
Union  shall  disband  so  long  as  seven  members 
desire  to  retain  the  charter.  Upon  the  dissolu- 
tion of  any  Local  Trade  or  Federal  Labor 
Union  all  funds  and  property  of  any  character 
shall  revert  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

ARTICLE   XIV. — MiscaLLANaous. 

Sbctxon  1.  Certificates  of  affiliation  shall 
be  granted  by  the  President  of  the  Federation, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Executive 
Council,  to  all  National  and  International 
Unions  and  local  bodies  affiliated  with  this 
Federation. 

Sac.  2.  Seven  wage-workers  of  good  char- 
acter, following  any  &ade  or  calling,  who  are 
favorable  to  Trade  Unions,  whose  trade  or 
calling  is  not  organized,  and  are  not  members 
of  any  body  afOUated  with  this  Federation, 
who  will  subscribe  to  this  Constitution,  shall 
have  the  power  to  form  a  local  body  to  be 
known  as  a  "Federal  Labor  Union."  and  they 
shall  hold  regular  meetings  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  and  advancing  the  Trade  Union 
movement,  and  shall  have  power  to  make  their 
own  rules  in  conformity  with  this  Constitution, 
and  shall  be  granted  a  local  certificate  by  the 
President  of  this  Federation:  provided,  the 
request  for  a  certificate  be  indorsed  by  the 
nearest  Local  or  National  Trade  Union  officials 
connected  with  this  Federation,  but  not  more 


than  three  Federal  Labor  Unions  shall  be 
chartered  in  any  one  city.  Bmplojrers  who 
are  workins  for  wages,  may.  upon  regular 
ballot,  be  admitted  to  membership  in  Federal 
Labor  or  Local  Unions,  directly  affiliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  subject  to 
the  apin-oval  of  the  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  Such  members  shall  not 
attend  meetings  of  the  unions  or  have  a  vote  in 
controlling  the  affairs  of  the  unions;  they  must 
comply  with  the  scale  of  wages  and  rules 
adopted  by  the  union  of  which  they  are  mem- 
bers. The  President  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  shall  have  authority  to  appoint 
any  person  who  is  a  member  of  any  affiliated 
union  to  audit  the  accounts  of  such  Federal 
Labor  or  Local  Trade  Unions  as  the  President 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  may 
direct  and  report  the  result  thereof  to  the 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
The  books  and  accounts  of  each  Federal  Labor 
and  Local  Trade  Union  shall  be  at  all  times 
open  to  the  inspection  of  auditors  appointed 
under  this  section. 

Sac.  3.  The  certificate  fee  for  affiliated 
bodies  shall  be  five  ($5)  dollars,  payable  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Federation,  and  the  fee 
shall  accompany  the  application. 

Sao.  4.  The  American  Federation  of  Labor 
shall  refer  all  applications  for  certificates  of 
affiliation  trom  Local  Unions  or  Federal  Labor 
Unions  from  a  vicinity  where  a  chartered 
Central  Labor  Union  exists  to  that  body  for 
investigation  and  approval. 

Sac.  6.  Certificates  of  affiliation  shall  not 
be  granted  by  State  Federations  of  Labor. 
That  power  is  vested  sold[y  in  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  the  executive  officers  of  National  and 
International  Unions  afllliated  therewith. 

Sac.  6.  Fraternal  delegates  attending  the 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  dele- 
gates trom  Central  Bodies. 

ARTICLE  XV.— Gbnbral  Rulbs  Govbrm- 
XNO  Dbpabtmbnts  of  thb  Ambbican 
Fbdbbation  op  Labob. 

Sbction  1.  For  the  greater  development  of 
the  labor  movement,  departments  subordinate 
to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are  to  be 
established  firom  time  to  time  as  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  or 
of  its  Executive  Council,  may  be  deemed 
advisable.  Bach  department  is  to  manage 
and  finance  its  own  ameUrs. 

Sbc.  2.  To  be  entitled  to  reiuresentation  in 
any  department,  organizations  eligible  to  join 
It  must  first  be  and  remain  in  al&liation  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Sac.  3.  To  be  entitled  to  representation  in 
Local  Councils,  or  Railway  System  Federa- 
tions of  departments.  Local  Unions  are  re- 
Jiulred  to  be  part  of  affiliated  National  or 
ntemational  unions  affiliated  to  departments, 
or  directly  affiliated  to  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  Said  Local  Unions  shall  first 
be  and  remain  in  affiliation  to  Central  Labor 
Unions  chartered  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 

Sac.  4.  The  fundamental  laws  and  pro- 
cedure of  each  department  are  to  conform  to, 
and  be  administered  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  laws  aad  procedure  governing  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor.  No  Department. 
Local  Council  or  Railway  System  Federation 
of  same  shall  enact  laws,  rules,  or  regulations 
in  oonffict  with  the  laws  and  procedure  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  in  the 
event  of  change  of  laws  and  procedure  of  the 
latter.  Department,  Local  Councils,  and  Rail- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


xxzi! 


CONSTITUTION  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OP  LABOR 


way  System  Federations  are  to  change  their 
laws  and  procedure  to  conform  thereto. 

Sac.  5.  Each  department  to  be  considered 
the  official  method  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Lalx>r  for  transacting  the  portion  of  its 
business  indicated  by  the  name  of  the  depart- 
ment in  consequence  of  which  affiliated  and 
eligible  organizations  should  be  part  of  their 
respective  departments  and  should  comply 
with  their  actions  and  decisions,  subject  to 
appeal  therefrom  to  the  Executive  Council 
and  the  conventions  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  When  an  organization  has 
interests  in  departments  other  than  the  one 


of  its  principal  affiliation,  in  which  it  shall  pay 
per  capita  tax  upon  its  entire  membership,  ft  fa 
io  be  represented  in  and  pay  per  capita  tax 


to  the  other  departments  upon  the  number 
of  members  whose  occupations  come  under 
such  other  departments,  but  this  in  no  instance 
shall  be  less  than  20  per  cent  of  the  member- 
ship upon  which  it  pays  per  capita  tax  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Ssc.  6.  Departments  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  are  to  have  their  head- 
quarters located  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
D.  C.  and  if  possible  in  the  same  building 
with  the  headquarters  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  unless  there  are  reasons  to  the 
contrarv  satisfactory  to  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Sbc.  7.  Departments  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  shall  hold  their  conventions 
inmiediately  before  or  after  the  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  in  the 
same  city  where  the  Convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  is  held,  at  which  time 
and  place  their  laws  and  procedure  shall  be 
made  to  conform  to  the  laws  and  procedure 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  to 
go  mto  effect  the  first  day  of  August  imme- 
diately following,  to  conform  to  the  date  when 
the  laws  and  procedure  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  go  into  effect.  For  reasons  of 
transportation,  expediency  and  the  methods 
of  representation  the  Railway.  Metal  Trades 
and  Mining  Departments  may  hold  conven- 
tions at  other  dates  and  places,  and  in  that 
event  said  departments  shall  authorize  their 


executive  boards  to  have  said  departments 
laws  conform  to  the  preceding  portion  of  this 
seetion. 

Sso.  8.  The  Executive  Council  of  each 
department  shall  consist  of  not  more  than 
seven  members,  including  the  executive  officer 
or  officers  thereof.  This  not  to  apply  to  or 
interfere  with  the  procedure  on  this  subject 
found  to  be  essential  in  the  Railway  Depart- 
ment. 

Sao.  9.  The  officers  of  each  department 
shall  report  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  that  the  depart- 
ment has  conformed  to  the  laws,  procedure 
and  actions  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  as  they  affect  each  department. 

Sbc.  10.  In  the  Building  Trades  Department 
(on  the  basis  of  its  law  of  1013).  organiza- 
tions having  seven  or  more  delegates,  each 
such  delegate  shall  on  roll-call  be  entitled  to 
two  votes.  A  roll-call  shall  be  held  upon  the 
demand  of  one-fourth  of  all  delegates  whose 
credentials  have  been  accepted  and  who  have 
been  seated  in  the  conventions. 

Sbc.  11.  The  officers  of  the  various  depart- 
ments shall  submit  a  quarterly  report  to  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  of  the  work  done  by  their  de- 
partment, and  its  general  condition. 

Sbc.  12.  At  aU  regular  meetings  of  the 
Executive  Cotmcil  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  there  shall  be  pres^it.  during 
some  period  of  the  Council  meeting,  the 
executive  officer  or  officers  of  each  department, 
to  take  up  with  the  Council  matters  that  may 
be  of  mutual  interest. 

Sbc.  13.  A  page  of  each  issue  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federationist  to  be  available  to  and  to  be 
used  by  each  department  for  official  report 
or  for  publication  of  some  subject  identified 
with  the  department,  each  department  to 
designate  its  officer  to  submit  the  report. 


ARTICLE  XVI. — ^Ambndments. 

This  Constitution  can  be  amended  or  altered 
only  at  a  regular  session  of  the  Convention 
and  to  do  so  it  shall  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 
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FIRST  DAY-Monday  Morning  Session 


The    Steel    Pier. 
Atlantic  City.  N.  J..  June  9,  1919. 

Punuant  to  law,  the  thirty-ninth  annual 
eonrention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  was  eaUed  to  order  at  ten  o'clock 
A.  M.  by  President  Samuel  Gompers. 

President  Gompers:  It  becomes  my 
pleasoraUe  duty  to  call  this  convention  to 
order  and  to  ask  the  secretary  to  read  a 
cable  message  to  this  convention  from  the 
President  of  the  United    States. 

Secretary    Morrison    read   the    foUowins: 

THE  WHITE  HOUSE. 
Washington. 

June  6.  1919. 
My  dear  Mr.  Gompers: 

I  am  enclosing  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent  to   the   89th   annual    convention   of   t&e 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 
With  kind  regards. 

Sincerely  yours. 
(Signed)    J.    P.    TUMULTY. 

Secretary  to  the  Presklent. 

Mr.    Samuel    Gompers, 
ayiwa^    Hotel. 
Atlantic  City,   N.  J. 

Bncioenre. 


(Copy  VLY) 


Cablegram. 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE. 
Washington. 

Paris,  (Reed.  10.64  a.  m.  June  5,  '19.) 
American   Federation   of   Labor. 

Atlantic    City.    New    Jersey. 

May  I  not  send  my  warm  greetings  to  tbe 
annual  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  and  express  my  deep  grati- 
fication that  the  international  conferences 
which  have  grown  out  of  the  discussions  of 
peace  have  led  to  a  much  fuller  and  more 
adequate  comprehension  of  the  questions  of 
labor  to  which  statesmen  throughout  the 
world  must  direct  their  most  thoughtful  at- 
tention? It  has  been  a  real  happiness  to  me 
to  be  of  a  little  service  in  these  great  matters. 

I  cannot  Justly  refrain  when  sending  tbia 
message  from  expressing  in  very  warm  terme 
the  appreciation  felt  by  all  who  have  been 
dealing  with  labor  matters  of  the  invaluaUe 
service  rendered  by  Mr.  Gompers.  He  baa 
won  universal  cofifidence  and  has  firmly  es- 
tablished in  international  circles  as  well  as 
at  home  the  reputation  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  for  sane  and  hdpfnl 
counseL 

WOODROW    WILSON. 
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The  message  was  enthusiastically  reeeivea 
by  the  delegates  and  was  made  a  part  of  the 
records. 

Hon.  Harry  Bacharach,  mayor  of  Atlan- 
tic City,  welcomed  the  delegates  on  behalf 
of  the  city. 

ADDRESS  OF  B£ATOR  BAOHRACH 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentkamen:  I 
am  sure  that  it  is  a  mere  matt^  of  form 
for  the  mayor  to  welcome  you  to  this  cl^, 
if  for  no  other  reason  than  that  you  have 
in  your  midst  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the 
most  loyal  and  patriotic  men  this  coun- 
try  has  ever  produced,  one  who  this  coun- 
try can  thank  God  is  %t  the  head  of  the 
labor  movement  and  who  the  labor  movement 
can  thank  God  is  at  the  head  of  it,  in  the 
person  of  your  President,  Samuel  Gompers. 
I  repeat  that  if  for  no  other  reason  than 
that  you  have  this  stalwart  patriot  among 
you  and  as  your  leader  it  would  be  a  mere 
matter  of  form  for  me  to  wdcome  you. 

But  in  addition  to  that,  the  fact  that  you 
represent  over  four  millions  of  our  people, 
that  you  represent  and  stand  for  what  yon 
do,  makes  yom  feel  and  know  that  s^u  are 
welcome,  not  only  in  Atlantic  City,  but  in 
any  city  in  this  great  country  of  ours,  be- 
cause if  there  is  any  bulwark  that  stands 
today  before  this  country  and  means  so 
much  to  the  country,  it  is  organized  labor. 
If  we  are  going  to  bxe  saved  from  the 
strife  and  turmoil  of  what  has  happened  tn 
Europe,  it  is  because  of  conservative  organ- 
ised labor.  And  so,  my  friends,  it  is  a 
great  honor  as  well  as  a  privilege  and  a 
pleasure,  to  welcome  you  here  today.  It  has 
been  my  pleasure  to  welcome  many  conven- 
tions to  our  city,  and  we  have  been  proud 
to  welcome  them,  but  I  assure  you  that  if  for 
no  other  reasons  than  patriotic  reasons,  we 
deem  it  an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  have 
you  here.  We  are  proud  of  our  city,  proud 
of  many  things,  proud  of  its  magnificent 
boardwalk,  of  our  magnificent  streets,  better 
lighted  and  paved  and  kept  cleaner  than 
those  of  any  city  in  the  country,  proud  of 
our  business  enterprises  and  magnificent 
hotels.  Above  all,  we  are  proud  of  the  loy- 
alty of  our  citizens.  There  wasn't  a  drive 
made  for  funds  of  any  description  but  what 
we  went  "over  the  top,"  but  over  and 
above  that,  from  the  day  the  first  boy  left 
here — we  didn't  wait  for  Congress  to  act — 
we  organized  what  we  called  the  Liberty 
dub  and  we  took  care  of  the  dependents  of 
our  soldiers  and  sailors,  not  in  a  mean  ano 
miseriy  manner,  but  in  a  manner  befitting 
the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  great  playground  of  ours,  more  than 
8500  young  men  went  forth  to  fight  for 
your  country  and  my  country. 

And  I  want  to  say  this  to  you — ^while  we 
want  conventipns  of  all  kinds  here,  we  wanv 
no  convention  that  does  not  contain  men 
and  women  one  hundred  per  cent.  American 
citizens.  We  believe  that  the  man  or  tne 
woman  who  is  willing  to  fight  and  die.  If  nec^ 
essary,  for  Old  Glory,  who  is  not  wiUing  to 
stand  for  the  things  Old  Glory  stands  for, 
should  go  back  to  the  country  from  whence 
he  or  she  came. 

So,  my  friends,  we  fed  that  we  are  wtf- 
coming  a  patriotic  convention  in  a  patriotic 
city.  We  feel  that  this  war  has  settled 
more  or  less,  or  will  settle  the   great  prob- 


lems that  are  confronting  labor  and  capi- 
tal. We  cannot  hdp  but  feel  that  when  the 
boy  from  the  mill  was  fighting  alongside  of, 
perhaps  the  son  of  the  owner  of  the  mill  on 
the  fidds  of  France,  they  understood  each 
other  better,  and  that  when  they  come  back 
and  get  settled  down  the  questions  that  are 
confronting  this  country,  not  you  alone,  but 
the  questions  between  capital  and  labor,  win 
be  .more  easily  settled  without  strike  and 
without  turmoil.  If  this  war  has  done  noth- 
ing else  it  has  at  least  shown  us  that  there 
is  no  north,  south,  east  or  west  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  President,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
Atlantic  City,  I  extend  to  you  and  througn 
you  to  your  convention  a  most  cordial  wel- 
come to  our  city,  and  we  trust  that  your 
stay  will  be  enjoyable  and  profitable — not 
profitable  to  you  idone  as  individuals,  not 
profitable  alone  to  your  wonderful  organi- 
zation, but  above  all  that  it  will  be  profitable 
to  this  great  and  glorious  country  of  ours. 
In  behalf  of  our  citizens  I  present  to  you, 
and  through  you  to  the  convention,  not  only 
the  key  to  Atlantic  City,  but  the  key  to 
our  hearts  as  wdl. 

President  Gompers  stated  that  invitations 
had  been  extended  to  Hon.  William  B.  Wil- 
son, Secretary  of  the  Department  of  Labor, 
and  to  Hon.  William  N.  Bunyon,  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  address  tne  con- 
vention, and  that  the  Governor's  visit  would 
be  ddayed  on  account  of  an  engagement  in 
another  part  of  the  State.  He  stated  that 
Secretary  Wilson  would  address  the  conven- 
tion later. 

ADDRESS    OF    PRESIDENT    ARTHUR    A. 

QUINN,  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY  STATE 

FEDERATION  OF  LABOR. 

Mr.  President  and  Ddegates:  There  is  a 
saying  that  "all  things  come  to  him  who 
waits,"  and  aftelr  many,  many  years  wait- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  trade  unionists  of  this 
State  our  wishes  were  at  last  gratified  when 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  decided  to 
hold  what  I  believe  will  be  the  most  im- 
portant convention  in  its  history  within  the 
boundaries  of  our  State.  It  therefore  gives 
me  great  pleasure,  in  behalf  of  the  trade 
unionists  of  historic  old  New  Jersey,  to  ex- 
tend to  you  a  sincere  and  hearty  wdcome, 
and  to  express  the  hope  that  the  ddiberatlons 
of  this  convention  will  be  of  such  a  charac- 
ter and  nature  as  to  bring  hope  to  the  toll- 
ing masses  of  this  country. 

It  is  fitting  that  the  most  important  con- 
vention ever  hdd  by  labor  should  be  hdd  In 
New  Jersey,  for  New  Jersey  is  replete  with 
history,  for  it  was  here  that  many  of  the 
great  events  in  the  early  periods  of  this 
great  nation  took  place,  when  the  early  pat- 
riots were  battling  for  freedom  and  the 
right  to  govern  themsdves.  Labor  is  now 
confronted — and  not  only  is  labor  concerned, 
but  society  as  we  understand  it  is  concerned — 
with  very  many  vital  problems,  and  society 
as  a  whole  bdieves  there  is  no  gathering  of 
men  better  fitted  or  better  qualified  to  pro- 
mulgate some  plan  whereby  these  problems 
may  be  solved  than  in  this  convention  here 
today.  The  men  and  women  comiKwing  this 
gathering  are  in  their  daily  lives  confronted 
with  these  great  problems.  They  are  oon- 
fronted  with  the  problem  of  self-preservation, 
they  are  dealing  with  real  questions,  not  with 
theories,  and  you  men  and  women  assembled 
here  today  will   have  these  questions  coming 
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before  yon  during  the  eominjr  two  weeks, 
mnd  the  aetion  that  you  take  will  be  watehed 
carefully  by  not  only  the  working  people, 
but  by  an  claseee  of  society.  We  trade 
unionists  in  New  Jersey  and  of  the  entire 
nation,  in  faet.  the  men  in  all  walks  of  life, 
have  their  ears  close  to  the  ground  to  bear 
what  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  con- 
vention is  going  to  propose  to  bring  about 
this  readjustment  that  we  hear  so  much 
about. 

We  also  bear  the  word  "reconstruction," 
but  there  is  nothing  to  be  reconstructed  tn 
our  country.  There  is,  however,  a  readjust- 
ment, there  are  certain  exposures  to  be  macM, 
there  are  certain  drastic  steps  to  be  taken 
in  order  that  justice  may  be  attained.  There 
seems  to  be  at  the  present  time  a  wave  of 
profiteering  extending  over  our  entire  na- 
tion; there  seems  to  be  a  erase  for  money 
on  the  part  of  our  business  people.  In  the 
bnflding  line,  in  which  I  am  directly  cot>- 
nected,  we  find  it  impossible  to  go  ahead 
with  our  work.  WhyT  Because  the  large 
supply  companies  have  apparently  com- 
bined to  keep  prices  up:  the  cement  com- 
panies, the  brick  companies,  the  lumber  com- 
panies have  got  material  beyond  the  reach 
of  men  who  are  willing  to  invest  their 
money;  they  have  got  material  beyond  the 
reach  of  those  industries,  and  material  must 
come  down  if  we  are  to  restore  normal  eon- 
ditions  in  the  buflding  line. 

We  expect  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  make  some  suggestion  whereby  we 
can  bring  about  some  s<dution  of  this  appar- 
ently intricate  question.  The  lumber  men, 
the  supply  men  and  others  are  apparently 
standing  pat  and  will  not  reduce  the  cost 
of  materials,  and  we  expect  therefore,  Mr. 
President,  that  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  will  make  some  suggestions  whereby 
we  can  bring  both  parties  together  and 
restore  the  building  line  to  its  normal  basis. 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  dictate  your  line 
of  policy,  but  merely  to  say  that  we  expect 
these  things  to  be  done,  and  to  again  reaf- 
firm the  thought  of  the  trade  unionists  of 
New  Jersey:  that  we  hope  the  deliberations 
of  this  convention  will  redound  to  the  good 
of  society  as  a  whole. 

ADDRESS  Ot  PRESIDENT  QOMPERS 

To  you,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  Mr.  Quinn,  I 
think  that  I  but  faintly  interpret  the  feel- 
ings of  the  delegates  when  I  say  that  we 
are  deeply  gratefuf  for  your  words  of 
welcome  and  your  commendation  of  our 
efforts.  We  rather  like  Atlantic  City  and 
once  in  a  great  while  we  come  here.  There 
is  one  particular  thing  that  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 
omitted  in  your  address  to  us.  I  have  refer- 
ence to  the  wonderful  qualities  and  attri- 
butes of  Atlantic  City  you  made  no  refer- 
ence at  all  to  your  ocean.  A  small  thing 
like  the  Atlantic  Ocean — it  was  my  duty  to 
cross  the  Atlantic  four  times  within  the 
past  ten  months  and  I  can't  forget  it.  I 
assume  that  having  it  before  yon  all  the 
year  round,  it  is  a  commonplace  thing. 
However,  I  think  it  is  not  taking  anything 
from  any  other  resort  when  I  express  the 
belief  that  in  my  Judgment,  having  travelled 
pretty  well  all  over  America  and  consider- 
ably in  Europe,  there  is  no  place,  all  things 
considered,  comparable  to  Atlantic  City, 
in  winter  or  in  summer.  Although  you 
sometimes  have  the  severity  of  it  all,  it  is 
really  wonderful. 

However,  it  is  not  to  that  that  I  should 
address    my    thoughts    this    morning.      The 


American  people  were  one  hundred  per  cent, 
determined  to  see  to  it  that  the  opportunity 
of  the  democratic  peoples  of  the  world  to 
live  their  own  lives  should  be  made  secure. 
To  us  it  seems,  or  we  were  convinced,  that 
if  the  representatives  of  militarism  and 
autocracy  could  win  in  the  war  there  would 
be  no  opportunity  for  freedom  generally, 
nor  could  there  be  room  in  the  whole  world 
for  a  well-ordered  and  well-developed  labor 
movement  to  protect  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  working  people.  It  was  the  fuller 
opportunity  and  the  larger  freedom,  the 
atmosphere  in  which  the  labor  movement 
can  only  live — these  were  menaced  and  at 
stake,  and  in  our  Judgment,  made  good  by 
our  actions,  we  threw  our  lot  upon  the  side 
of  those  who  stood  for  the  largest  measure 
of  freedom  in  the  controversy.  And  our 
movement  has  made  good;  there  hasn't  been 
any  question  as  to  the  straightforwardness 
of  our  course. 

The  war,  for  all  practical  purposes,  is 
over  and  the  day  for  reconstruction  or  re- 
adjustment is  at  hand.  The  war  has  brought 
into  play  new  thoughts  of  the  rights  of 
man,  has  brought  into  play  and  developed 
the  thought  that  the  relations  between 
nation  and  nation  must  be  better  than  they 
have  ever  been  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
and  that  the  relations  between  man  ana 
man,  whether  he  occupy  a  position  of  sup- 
posed power  or  wealth,  be  ne  an  employer, 
be  he  a  skilled  mechanic  or  a  ditch  digger — 
the  man  who  produces  the  wealth,  the  work- 
ers of  America,  the  workers  of  the  world 
are  determined  that  this  new  concept  of 
the  relation  between  man  and  man  and  this 
new  concept  of  th«  right  of  the  workers 
to  have  a  voice  in  the  determination  of  the 
conditions  of  their  labor  and  of  their  lives 
shall   be   recognised. 

I  am  very  proud  and  gratified  to  know 
that  to  a  very  large  extent  this  new  con- 
cept is  being  accepted  and  expressed  by 
employers,  yet  there  are  other  employers 
who.  like  the  Bourbons  of  old,  never  learned 
anything,  never  forgot  anything  because 
they  never  learned  anything,  and  to  whom 
the  whole  war  and  all  the  sacrifices  and 
all  the  untold  numbers  of  men  and  women 
who  gave  up  their  lives  that  the  principles 
for  which  the  war  was  conducted  should  be 
made  living  issues,  not  for  the  war  itself, 
not  for  fighting,  not  for  taking  other  hunaan 
beings'  lives,  but  for  an  ideal,  for  a  principle 
— these  are  the  thoughts  that  prompted  the 
men  and  the  women  of  our  time  to  make 
such  tremendous  sacrifices — sacrifices  un- 
known in  any  other  period  of  the  world's 
history.  In  making  those  sacrifices  it  was 
not  the  intention,  nor  was  it  even  within 
the  innermost  recesses  of  the  mind  that 
the  principles  for  which  we  contended  in 
making  those  sacrifices  should  be  lost  when 
the  war  was  won.  In  all  the  history  of  the 
world  it  has  been  the  men  of  labor,  the 
hewers  of  wood  and  the  drawers  of  water 
who  have  been  compelled  to  bear  the  bur- 
dens of  life.  If  there  was  any  unfreedom, 
it  was  they  who  suffered ;  if  there  was  any 
tyranny  it  was  they  upon  whom  it  was 
imposed. 

Well,  in  the  year  of  grace  1919,  sanctified 
by  more  than  four  years  of  blood-letting,  the 
day  of  tyranny  and  autocracy,  whether  it 
be  in  the  political  life  or  the  industrial  life 
of  our  peoples,  has  gone.  Very  recently 
an  industrial  concern  in  Toledo  refused 
point-blank  to  reconsider  an  arbitrary  action 
taken    by    the    company    in    increasing    the 
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houn  of  labor  of  the  workers.  If  any  em- 
ployer believes  that  industrial  autocracy  or 
industrial  despotism  is  goins  to  prevail  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  he  has  counted 
and  is  counting  without  his  host.  The  prin- 
ciples for  which  this  labor  movement  has 
been  contending  from  its  very  inception 
most  come  to  full  fruition.  We  are  making 
no  unjust  or  unwarranted  demands  upon 
society  or  upon  employers  as  such,  but  for 
the  service  which  the  men  and  the  women 
of  labor  give  to  society,  a  service  without 
which  civilitation  itself  would  perish — for 
that  service  we  insist  upon  a  return  that 
shall  give  us  the  opportunity  to  live  a  full- 
rounded  life,  ourselves,  our  wives,  our  chil- 
dren, our  dependents,  and  to  make  of  this 
country  of  ours  and  of  this  world  of  ours  a 
place  worthy  of  the  civilisation  of  our  time. 

We  have  some  concept  of  our  duties  and 
our  responsibilities,  and  we  have  been  hon- 
ored by  being  told  frankly  and  freely  that 
we  have  shown  our  full  appreciation  of 
the  responsibilities  which  rest  upon  us. 
The  history  of  the  labor  movement  will, 
to  the  future  historian,  be  the  greatest 
source  of  information  and  inspiration.  We 
are  growing  in  numbers,  in  power  and  in 
influence.  To  carry  that  power  and  that 
influence  to  the  fullest  extent  and  to  realise 
our  duties  to  ourselves  and  to  our -fellows, 
and  in  great  appreciation  of  all  that  has 
been  done  in  the  pcMt,  having  a  conscious 
vision  for  the  future,  to  carry  on  our  work 
according  to  the  best  Judgment  for  results 
to  our  fellows — that  is  the  thing  to  which 
we  will  give  our  attention. 

I  am  confident  that  out  of  this  gathering 
of  delegates,  coming  from  workshop,  mill, 
mine  and  store,  men  representing  the  bone 
and  sinew  of  our  land,  men  who  know  and 
have  experience,  will  come  an  accounting 
to  their  constituents  and  to  the  masses  of 
the  people  of  our  country  that  will  do 
honor  and  credit  to  you  delegates,  as  well 
as  bring  wonderful  achievements  for  the 
toiling  masses  of  our  country. 

We  are  glad  to  be  here,  Mr.  Mayor  and 
Mr.  President  of  the  State  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  we  are  profoundly  impressed 
with  your  words  of  welcome.  For  the  pres* 
entation  of  the  key  of  the  city,  with  all 
that  it  implies,  I  personally  thank  you, 
and  inasmuch  as  we  have  only  this  one 
key  the  delegates  will,  metaphorically  speak- 
ing, regard  themselves  as  being  in  posses- 
sion of  it.  If  you  don't  bother  me  too  much 
for  it  outside  of  the  convention,  I  may 
let  you  touch  it  for  good  luck. 

I  now  declare  this  convention  open  for 
business. 

President  Gompers :  In  order  that  we 
may  organize  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  will 
ask  the  Secretary  to  read  the  names  sug- 
gested for  the  positions  necessary  to  fllL 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following  ap- 
pointments, which  were  confirmed  by  the 
convention : 

Assistant  Secretary,  William  G.  Plum- 
mer.  President  Typographical  Union  No.  877, 
AtUntic  City.  N.  J. 

Sergeant-at-Arms,  Charles  N.  Fox,  Jr., 
Secretary  Paperbangers'  Union  No.  1061,  At- 
lantic City,  N.  J. 

Messenger,  Robert  D.  Hefferin,  President 
Printing  Pressmen's  Union  No.  198,  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J. 
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Ddegate  Edwards,  Printing  Pressmen, 
Secretary  of  the  Committee,  reported  as 
follows : 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  9,  1919. 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth    Annual    Convention   of  the   Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor: 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  begs  leave 
to  report  that  they  have  examined  the  cred- 
entials of  647  delegates,  representing  99  In- 
ternational and  National  Unions,  81  State 
Branches,  188  Central  Bodies,  78  Local  Trade 
and  Federal  Labor  Unions,  and  4  Fraternal 
delegates;  and  recommend  that  the  following 
be  seated: 

Asbestos  Workers,  International  Associa- 
tion of  Heat  and  Frost  Insulators,  and  — 
Joseph  A.  Mullaney,  18  votes. 

Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers'  Inter- 
national Union  of  America — ^A.  A.  Mymp, 
Peter  Beisel,  R.  O.  Schneider,  210  votes. 

Barbers'  International  Union,  Journeymen, 
Frank  X.  Noschang,  Jacob  Fisstier.  James  C. 
Shanessy,  C.  F.  Foley,  Ed.  Anderson,  859 
votes. 

Bill  Posters  and  Billers  of  America,  In- 
ternational Alliance  of — ^Frank  Harvey,  16 
votes. 

Blacksmiths,  International  Brotherhood  of 
— James  W.  Kline,  Wm.  F.  Kramer,  W.  O. 
Powlesland,  288  votes. 

Boiler  Makers  and  Iron  Ship  Builders  and 
Helpers  of  America,  Brotherhood  of. — J..  A. 
Franklin,  Louis  Wejrand,  Charles  MacGowan, 
Charles  Scott,  Dan  McKillop.  849  votes. 

Bookbinders,  International  Brotherhood  of. 
—Walter  N.  Reddick,  Alfred  Bieber,  Kather- 
ine  y.  Collins,  155  votes. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers*  Union. — OoUis 
Lovely,  C.  L.  Baine,  Joseph  Ferry.  Joseph  E. 
La  Couture,  Patrick  O' Byrne,  868  votes. 

Brewery,  Flour,  Cereal  and  Soft  Drink 
Workers  of  America,  International  Union  of 
the  United.— Joseph  Proefastle,  John  Sullivan. 
Albert  J.  Kufder,  John  Rader,  Joseph  Oberg^ 
fell,  400  votes. 

Bricklayers.  Masons  and  Plasterers'  Inter- 
national Union  of  America — ^Wm.  J.  Bowen, 
Wm.  Dobson,  James  Hickey,  George  P. 
Greeley,  Walter  V.  Priea,  Edward  M.  Rey- 
nolds, 700  votes. 

Brick  and  Clay  Workers'  of  America,  The 
United— Frank  Kasten,  27  votes. 

Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers'  Inter- 
national Association — ^P.  J.  Morrin,  S.  P. 
Tobin,  Thomas  F.  Slattery,  Michael  J.  Cun- 
nane,  170  votes. 

Broom  and  Whisk  Makers'  Union,  In- 
ternational— Will    R.    Boyer,    10    votes. 

Carmen  of  America,  Brotherhood  of 
Railway — ^Martin  F.  Ryan,  O.  J.  Shoe- 
maker. Theodore  Thompson,  Thomas  P.  Hy- 
Und,   1.004  votes. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 
United  Brotherhood  of — Wm.  L.  Hutche- 
son.  Frank  Duffy,  Bob  White.  J.  A.  Ross, 
E.  W.  Van  Duyn,  P.  H.  McCarthy,  8.079  votes. 
Carvers'  Association  of  North  America,  In- 
ternational Wood — 10  votes. 
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CigmrmAkera'  International  Union  of 
America — Q.  W.  Perkins,  iShinioel  Qompers, 
J.  Mablon  Barnes,  B.  8.  Sexton,  W.  A. 
Campbdl,  86S  votes. 

Clerks.  Brotherhood  of  Bailway — J.  J. 
Forrester,  H.  B.  OdelL  Wade  Shnrtleff, 
Adam  C.  Hay,  J.  W.  Nelson,  Mahd  Emery, 
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Clerks'  International  Protective  Associa- 
tion, Betail — ^E.  E.  Baker,  H.  J.  Conway, 
John  B.  Sehulte,  160  votes. 

Coopers'  International  Union  of  North 
America — ^Andrew  C.  Hnghes,  James  J. 
Doyle,  40  votes. 

Cutting,  Die  and  Cutter  Makers,  Interna- 
tioaal  Union  of — 2  votes. 

Diamond  Workers'  Protective  Union  of 
America — ^Andries   Meyer,  6  votes. 

Draftsmens  Union,  The  International 
Federation   of— Anthony   J.    Oliver,    18   votes. 

Electrical  Workers  of  America,  Interna* 
tional  Brotherhood  of— F.  J.  MeNnlty, 
James  P.  Noonan,  Martin  T.  Joyce,  James 
J.  McAndrews.  JaUa  8.  O'Connor,  Edward 
J.  Evans,  Henry  Boyen,  M12  votes. 

Elevator  Constructors,  International 
Union  of — Frank  Feeney,  80  votes. 

Ensrineers'  Beneficial  Association  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  National  Marine 
— William  S.  Brown,  Bohert  L.  Goelet,  128 
votes. 

Engineers,  International  Union  of  Steam 
and  Operating — Milton  Snellings,  Herman 
M.  Comerford,  E.  L.  Edgerton,  Albert  Pet- 
erson, 250  votes. 

Engravers'  Union  of  North  America,  In- 
ternational Photo— Matthew  Well,  Theo.  B. 
Greifyn,  60  votes. 

Engravers'  League,  International  Steel  and 
Copper  Plate — 1  vote. 

Federal  Employees,  National  Federatk>n 
of — ^Luther  C.  Steward,  William  B.  Junker, 
Martin  J.  Leonard,  Florence  Etheridge,  204 
votes.  ' 

Fire  Fighters,  International  Association 
of— Raymond  B.  Oden,  154  votes. 

Firemen  and  Oilers,  International  Brother- 
hood of  Stationary— Timothy  Healy,  O.  L. 
Shamp,  Joseph  W.  Morton,  Wm.  J.  Brennan. 
205  votes. 

Foundry  Employees,  International  Broth- 
erhood of — ^A.  R.  Linn,  George  Beehtold,  64 
votes. 

Fur  Workers  Union  of  United  States  and 
Canada,  International — 108  votes. 

Garment  Workers  Union  of  America. 
United— T.  A.  Rickert,  B.  A.  Larger,  J.  J. 
Manning,  Margaret  C.  Daley,  F.  Doyle,  460 
votes. 

Garment  Workers,  International  Ladies — 
Benj.  Schlesinger,  Jacob  Heller.  Max  Goren- 
stein,  Atfred  La  Porta,  Molly  Friedman, 
Israel  Feinberg,  906  votes. 
TT  9i^*  Bottle  Blowers'  Association  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada — John  A.  Voll, 
Charles  C.  Call,  James  Donnelly,  100  votes. 
Glass  Workers'  Union.  American  Flint — 
Wm.  P.  CUrk,  John  B.  O'Brien,  Edward 
Hasenauer,  96  votes. 

Glass  Workers.  Window.  National — J.  M. 
Noonan.  Victor  Maire,  50  votes. 

Glove  Workers'  Union  of  America,  Inter- 
national— 7  votes. 

*^J*"i^  Cutters'  International  Association 
of  Aineriea— James  Duncan,  Samuel  Squibb. 
Alex.  W.  Russell.   107  votes. 

Hatters  of  North  America,  United— Martin 
Lawlor,  Cornelius  McOue,  Richard  Humphrey. 
100  votes.  * 

Hod  Carriers,  Building  and  Common  La- 


borers' Union  of  America,  International — 
D.  D'Alessandro,  J.  B.  Etchison,  J.  V.  Mor- 
eschi,  John  Carley,  W.  F.  Dwyer,  400  votes. 
Horse  Shoers  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  International  Union  of  Journeymen 
— ^Hubert  8.  Marshall,  Henry  F.  Broening, 
64  votes. 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees'  Inter- 
national Alliance  and  Bartenders'  Interna- 
tional League  of  America — Edward  Flore, 
Jere  L.  Sullivan,  Thomas  S.  Fftrrell,  John 
J.  McDevitt,  Emanuel  Koveleski,  608  votes. 
Iron,  Steel  and  Tin  Workers,  Amalga- 
mated Association  of — ^M.  F.  Tighe,  John  J. 
Sullivan,  Michael  Mahoney,  Philip  Edwards, 
197  votes. 

Jewelry  Workers'  Union,  International — 
51  votes. 

Lace  Operatives  of  Ajnerica,  The  Char^ 
tered  Society  of  Amalgamated— David  WDson, 
9  votes. 

Lathers,  International  Union  of  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal — Wm.  J.  McSorley,  Joseph 
H.  Duty.  60  votes. 

Laundry   Workers'    International  Union — 
Harry  L.  Morrison,  John  O'Keefe,  60  votes. 
Leather  Workers,  United,   Internationa] — 
W.  E.  Bryan,  F.  P.  Maloney,  67  votes. 

Letter  Carriers,  National  Association  of — 
Edward  J.  Gainor,  John  T.  Mngavin,  Charles 
D.  Duffy,  Luther  E.  Swarta.  807  votes. 

Lithographers'  International  Protective 
and  Beneficial  Association  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada— Philip  Bock,  Frank 
Gehring,  66  votes. 

Longshoremen's  Association,  International 
— ^Thomas  V.  O'Connor,  Anthony  J.  Ohiopek, 
M.  J.  Gahagan,  J.  O.  Bjoridund,  Michael  F. 
Keavy,   818   votes. 

Machinists,  International  Association  of 
— Wm.  H.  Johnston,  A.  O.  Wharton,  J.  J. 
Connolly,  Harvey  W.  Brown,  Cyrus  F.  Grow, 
WillUm  Schoenberg,  2,646  votes. 

Maintenance  of  Way  Employees  and  Rail- 
way Shop  Laborers,  United  Brotherhood  of — 
A.  B.  Barker.  T.  H.  Fljozdal,  C.  E.  Crook, 
Samuel  J.  Pegg,  L.  I.  Kennedy,  542  votes. 

Marble,  Slate  and  Stone  Polishers.  Rub- 
bers and  Sawyers,  International  Association 
of — Joseph  Mclnemev,   10   votes. 

Masters,  Mates  and  Pilots,  American  As- 
sociation of-^ohn  H.  Pruett,  A.  B.  Devlin, 
62  votes. 

Meat  Cutters  and  Butcher  Workmen  of 
North  America,  Amalgamated-^ohn  F. 
Hart,  Dennis  Lane,  Fred  Schmidt,  T.  A. 
McCreash,  John  Kennedy,  Phillip  J.  Guest, 
668    votes. 

Metal  Wotkers'  International  Alliance, 
Amalgamated  Sheet — John  J.  Hjmes,  Thos. 
Redding,  James  T.  Moriarty,  Richard  Pat- 
tison,   202    votes. 

Mhie.  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers,  Inter- 
national Union  of— Charles  H.  Moyer.  Jos. 
D.  Cannon,  James  Roberts,  Emma  Franoas 
Langdon.  178  votes. 

Mine  Workers  of  America,  United — 
Frank  J.  Hayes,  John  L.  Lewis.  William 
Green.  John  H.  Walker.  John  Mitchell.  John 
P.  White,  Frank  Farrington.  John  Moore, 
8,988  votes. 

Molders'  Union  of  North  America,  Inter- 
national—Jos. F.  Valentine.  John  P.  Frey, 
Harry  Stevenson,  Pierce  F.  Hayden,  Vinton 
L.  DiUon.  516  votes. 

Musicians,  American  Federation  of — 
Joseph  N.  Weber,  C.  A.  Weaver.  D.  A.  Carey, 
Joseph  F.  Winkler,  654  votes. 

Oil  Field,  Gas  Well  and  Refinery  Workers 
of  America — "EL  E.  Evans.  John  Sheehan, 
46  votes. 
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Painters,  Deeorators  and  Paperhansen  of 

America,    Brotherhood    of — George    F.    Hed- 

riek,  J.  C.  Skemp.  P.  J.  Gnerin.  A.  J.  Mc- 

'   Keon,   John   J.    Lsrnch,   Abraham  Avins,    827 

votes. 

Papermakers,  International  Brotherhood 
of — 57  votes. 

Pattern  Makers'  League  of  North  Amer- 
ica»  James  Wilson,  James  L.  Gemon,  J.  S. 
Forrest,   90  votes. 

Pavers,  Bammermen,  Flag  Layers,  Bridge 
and  Stone  Curb  Setters,  International  Union 
of— Edward  L  Hannah,  18  votes. 

Paving  Cutters'  Union  of  the  United  States 
of  America  and  Canada — Carl  Bergstrom,  26 
votes. 

Piano  and  Organ  Workers'  Union  of 
America,  International — Charles  DoM,  20  votes. 

Plasterers'  International  Association  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  Operative— Ed.  J. 
McGivern,  John  Donlin,  James  G.  Allen,  John 
CarroU.  190  votes. 

Plumbers  and  Steam  Fitters  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  United  Association  of — 
Thomas  S.  Kearney,  Charles  Anderson,  Chas. 
Ran,  E.  W.  Leonard,  820  votes. 

Polishers,  Metal.  International  Union— W. 
W.  Britton,  Georg^  Leary,  H.  C.  Diehl,  100 
votes. 

Postal  Emplosres,  National  Federation  of — 
Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  146  votes. 

Potters.  National  Brotherhood  of  Operative 
— ^Edvrard  Menge,  Frank  H.  Hutehins,  74 
votes. 

Powder  and  High  Explosive  Workers  of 
America,  United — 8  votes. 

Print  Cutters'  Association  of  America,  Na- 
tional— Rudolph  Heinl,  4  votes. 

Printers  and  Color  Mixers  of  tfau  United 
States,  Machine,  National  Association  of — 5 
votes. 

Printers'  Union  of  North  America,  Inter- 
natonal  Steel  and  Copper  Plate — William  D. 
Clark,  18  votes. 

Printing  Pressmen's  and  Assistants*  Union 
of  North  America,  International — George  L. 
Berry,  William  H.  McHugh,  Joseph  C.  Orr, 
E.  W.  Edwards,  Max  J.  Martin,  840  votes. 

Pulp,  Sulphite  and  Paper  Mill  Workers  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada,  International 
Brotherhood  of — John  P.  Burke,  S.  Ed.  Lau- 
ner,  Maurice  La  Belle,  84  votes. 

Quarry  Workers'  International  Union  of 
North  America— Fred  W.  Suitor,  80  votes. 

Railway  Employes  of  America,  Amalga- 
mated Association  of  Street  and  Electric — 
W.  D.  Mahon,  William  Quinlan,  Michad  J. 
CahiU.   William  Mylan.   897   votes. 

Railway  Mail  Association — Edward  J. 
Ryan,  Henry  W.  Strickland,  Robert  E.  Ply- 
male,  184  votes. 

Roofers,  Composition,  Damp  and  Water- 
proof Workers  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  International  Brotherhood  of — Jere- 
miah T.  Hurley,  10  votes. 

Roofers'  Union  of  America,  International 
Slate  and  TOe— J.  M.  Gavlak,  6  votes. 

Seamen's  Union  of  America,  International 
— ^Andrew  Fumseth.  V.  A.  Olander.  Percy 
J.  Pryor,  Patrick  O^Brien,  L  N.  Hylen,  427 
votes. 

Signalmen  of  America,  Brotherhood  Rail- 
road—D.  W.  Helt,  D.  C.  Cone,  62  votes. 

Spinners'  International  Union — ^Urban 
Fleming,    22    votes. 

Stage  Employes  of  America,  International 
Alliance  of  Theatrical — Chas.  C.  Shay,  L.  O. 
DoUiver,  John  J.  Barry,  P.  J.  Ryan,  185 
votes. 


Stereotypers  and  Electrotypers'  Union  of 
North  America,  International — James  J. 
Freel,  Charles  A.  Sumner,  64  votes. 

Stonecutters'  Association  of  North  Amer- 
ica, Journeymen — Sam  Griggs,  80  votes. 

Stove  Mounters'  International  Union — 
W.   L.   Funder   Burk,   19   votes. 

Switchmen's  Union  of  North  America — 
Samuel  E.  Heberling,  James  B.  Connors, 
Thomas   C.  Cashen,   118  votes. 

Tailors'  Union  of  America,  Journeymen — 
Thomas  Sweeney,  C.  N.  Bolander,  Max  J. 
Sillinsky,  120  votes. 

Ttechers,  American  Federation  of — Chas. 
B.  Stillman,  28  votes. 

Teamsters,  Chauffeurs,  Stablemen  and 
Helpers  of  America,  International  Brother- 
hood of— Daniel  J.  Tobin,  Thomas  L.  Hughes. 
John  M.  Gillespie,  WiUiam  A.  Neer,  M.  E. 
Decker,  766  votes. 

Telegraphers,  Order  of  Railroad — ^H.  B. 
Perham.  E.  J.  Manion,  O.  D.  Gorman,  W. 
L.  Braun,  M.  W.  Atkins,  446  votes. 

Telegraphers'  Union  of  America,  Tha 
Commercial — ^Perey  Thomas,  20  votes. 

Textile  Workers  of  America,  United — 
John  Golden.  Sara  A.  Conboy,  Thomas  F. 
McMahon,  Thomas  J.  Reagan,  Daniel  J. 
01>onneU,  668  votes. 

Timber  Workers'  International  Union  of — 
82  votes. 

Tobacco  Workers'  International  Union — ^A. 
MeAndrew,  E.  Lewis  Evans,  42  votes. 

Transferrers'  Association  of  America,  The 
Steel  Plate — John  Prendcr,  1  vote. 

Tunnel  and  Subway  Constructors'  Interna* 
tional  Union — Thomas  J.  Curtis,  20  votes. 

Typographical  Union,  International — ^M.  G. 
Scott,  Frank  Morrison,  Max  S.  Hayes,  T.  W. 
McCullough,  William  Tonng,  J.  W.  Hays,  647 
votes. 

Upholsterers'  International  Union  of  North 
Am^ca — James  H.  Hatch,  Dennis  F.  Gor- 
man, 66  votes. 

Weavers'  Amalgamated  Association,  Elastic 
Gtorinp— 1  vote. 

Weavers'  Protective  Association,  Ameri- 
can Wire — 8  votes. 

White  Rats  Actors'  Union  of  America — 
Janws  William  Fitspatric,  SO  votes. 

Alabama  State  Federation  of  Labor — Jno. 
J.  Russell,  1  vote. 

Arisona  State  Federation  of  Labor — 
Thomas  J.  Croaff,  1  vote. 

Arkansas  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
vote. 

California  State  Federation  of  Labor — 
George  A.  Tracy,  1  vote. 

Colorado  State  Federation  of  Labor — 
Wm.  Koch,  1  vote. 

Connecticut  State  Federation  of  Labor — 
George  F.  Mordeeai,  1  vote. 

Florida  Stote  Federation  of  Labor — ^R.  H. 
Burton,   1  vote. 

Georgia  State  Federation  of  Labor — ^T.  E. 
Whitaker,  1   vote. 

Idaho  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1  vote. 

Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor — Dun- 
can McDonald,  1  vote. 

Indiana  State  Federation  of  Labor — Chas. 
Fox,  1   vote. 

Iowa  State  Federation  of  Labor,  A.  B. 
Hale— 1    vote. 

Kansas  State  Federation  of  Labor — ^A.  J. 
Johnson,    1    vote. 

Kentucky  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
vote. 

Louisiana  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
vote. 

Maine  State  Fe^ration  of  Labor — 1  vote. 

Maryland — District     of     Columbia     State 
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Federation  of  Labor — C.  A.  Breliford,  1 
vote. 

Massaehveette  State  Federation  of  Labor 
— Georse  H.  Wrenn,  1  vote. 

Miehiffan  State  Federation  of  Labor- 
Stanley  Anderson,  1  vote. 

Minnesota    State    Federation    of    Labor — 

B.  G.  Hall,  1  vote. 

Missistippi  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
vote. 

Miasoori  State  Federation  of  Labor — Don 

C.  Grafton,  1  vote. 

Montana  State  Federation  of  Labor — M. 
M.  Donoghne,  1  vote. 

Nebraska  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
vote. 

New  Hampshire  State  Federation  of  Labor 
^Richard  A.  Cooney,  1  Vote. 

Nevr  Jersey  State  Federation  of  Labor- 
William   Kavanaoffh,    1    vote. 

New  Mexico  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
voto. 

New  York  Stote  Federation  of  Labor — 
James   P.  Holland — 1   vote. 

North  Oarolina  State  Federation  of  Labor 
— 1  vote. 

Ohio  State  Federation  of  Labor — Henry 
Ott.  1  vote. 

Oklahoma  State  Federation  of  Labor — 
Bdffar  Fenton,  1  vote. 

Oregon  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1  vote. 

Pennsylvania  State  Federation  of  Labor — 
Peter  BoUenbacher,   1   vote. 

Porto  Rico — ^Free  Federation  of  Working- 
men — Santiago  Iglesias,  1  vote. 

Rhode  Island  State  Federation  of  Labor 
— John  F.  Mnrphy,   1   vote. 

South  Oarolina  State  Federation  of  Labor 
— 1  vote. 

Tennessee  State  Federation  of  Labor — 
Thos.  M.  Gann,  1  vote. 

Texas  State  Federation  of  Labor — Harry 
L.  Spencer,  1  vote. 

Utah  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1  vote. 

Vermont  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
vote. 

Virffinia  Stote  Federation  of  Labor,  Wm. 
Boncer,  1  vote. 

Washington  State  Federation  of  Labor — 1 
vote. 

West  Vir^nia  Stote  Federation  of  Labor 
— Wm.  W.  Rogers,  1  voto. 

Wisconsin  Stote  Federation  of  Labor — 
Frank  J.   Weber.   1   vote. 

Wyoming  Stote  Federation  of  Labor — 
Harry  W.  Pox,  1  vote. 

Aberdeen,  S.  D.,  Central  Labor  Union — Gyms 
R.  Evans,  1  vote. 

Albany,  N.  T.,  Central  Federation  of  Lain 
or — James  M.  Nolan,  1  vote. 

Atlanto,  Ga.,  Federation  of  Trades — Charles 
B.  Gramling,   1  vote. 

Balboa,  C.  Z.,  Central  Labo^  Union— J.  C. 
Putnam,  1  vote. 

Baltimore,  Md.,  Federation  of  Labor — John 
A.  Bans,  1  vote. 

Battle  Creek,  Mich.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Conneil — ^E.  E.  Jones,  1  vote. 

Bay  City,  Mich.,  Central  Trades  Connoll— 
John  D.   Rutherford.    1    vote. 

Beaumont,  Teacas,  Trades  and  Labor  Assem- 
bly—A.  E.  Fisher,  1  vote. 

Bethlehem,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
darenee  Sehildt,  1  vote. 

Birmingham,  Ala.,  Trades  Council,  Wbl  L. 
Harrison — 1  vote. 


Bismarck,  N.  D.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Stephen  Ely,  1  vote. 

Bloomingten,  HI.,  Trades  and  Labor  As- 
sembly— John  B.  Lennon,   1  vote. 

Boston,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union—  Mich* 
ael  J.  O'Donnell,  1  vote. 

Brockton,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union- 
Frank  a  Kimball,  1  vote. 

Brooklyn,  N.  T.,  Central  Labor  Union— 
J.  P.  Coughlin,  1  vote. 

Buffalo,  N.  T..  Central  Labor  Council — 
Robert  C.  Laoey,  1  vote. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
John  H.  Biahoney,  1  vote. 

Camden,  N.  J.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
James  J.  Myers,  1  vote. 

Canton,  Ohio,  Central  Labor  Union — ^Frank 
H.  Darr,  1  vote. 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Federation  of  Labor, 
R.   G.   Stewart — 1  vote. 

Charleston,  West  Va.,  Kanawha  Valley 
Central  Labor  Union — E.  F.  Davis,  1  voto. 

Chesrenne,  Wyo.,  Trades  and  Labor  Assem- 
bly, Harry  C.  Hoffman,  1  vote. 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  C«aitral  Labor  Covmdl — 
William  Niemeier,  1  vote. 

Chicago,  m..  Federation  of  Labor —  Rob- 
ert G.  Fitchie,  1  vote. 

Cleburne,  Texas,  Central  Labor  Council — J. 
R.  McFadden,  1  vote. 

Cle-Elum,  Wash.,  Central  Labor  Council — 
Robert  Harlin,  1  vote. 

Coalinga,  Cal.,  Central  Labor  Union — Wal- 
ter J.   Yarrow,   1  vote. 

Clevdand,  Ohio,  Federation  of  Labor — John 
G.  Owens,  1  vote. 

Coffeyville,  Kan.,  Central  Labor  Union- 
Frank  L.  Bryan,  1  vote. 

Colorado  Springs,  Colo.,  Federated  Trader 
Council — Stephen    O'DonneU.    1  vote. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  Federation  of  Labor— O. 
J.  Tucker,  1  vote. 

Covington.  Ken.,  Trades  and  Labor  As- 
sembly of  Kenton  and  Campbell  Counties^ 
Harry  V.   Dill.    1    vote. 

Dallas,  Tex..  Central  Labor  Council — Jas. 
A.  Hooper,  1  vote. 

Danville.  HL,  Trades  and  Labor  Council — 
Harry  H.  Mason,  1  voto 

Dayton,  Ohio,  Central  Labor  Union— Grant 
Fink,    1   voto. 

Denver,  Colorado,  Trades  and  Labor  As- 
sembly— ^Fred  Weasel,  1  vote. 

Detroit,  Mich.,  Federation  of  Labor — Jul- 
ius Deutelbaum,  1  vote. 

Des    Moines.     Iowa.    Trades    and    Labor 
Assembly.  Fred  A.  Canfleld.  1  vote. 

Easton,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union — Jules 
Block,  1  voto. 

Elmira.  N.  Y.,  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly — John    E.   Murphy,    1   voto. 

El  Paso.  Texas.  Central  Labor  Union— 
W.  T.   Griffith,   1    voto. 

Fairmount.  W.  Va.,  Monongahela  Valley 
Trades  and  Labor  Conneil — H.  L.  Franklin, 
1  vote. 

Fall  River.  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union- 
John  H.  Carroll,  1  vote. 

Fort  Worth,  Texas,  Trades  Assembly^-C. 
W.  Woodman,  1  voto. 

Gloustor.  Ohio,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Fred  Hemsley,  1  vote. 

Granito  City.  Bl.,  Tri-City  Central  Trades 
Counefl.  E.   O.   GaDoway,   1   vote. 

Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Trades  and  Lanor 
Council — C.  O.  Taylor,  1  vote. 

Hammond,  Ind.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
John  W.  Wagner,  1  vote. 
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Harritbnrff,     Pa.*     Gentral     Labor  XJnioii— 
Tbomai  P.  Moran,  1  vote. 

Herrin,  111.,  Trades  OouncU— Hugh  Willli. 
1  Yote. 

Howton.  Texas,  Labor  Council— D.  V.  Traey. 
1  vote. 

Indianapolia,    Ind.,    Central   Labor    Union— 
William  E.  Nue.  1  vote. 

Jacksonville,    Fla..    Central    Labor   Union— 
W.  J.  Prestly,  1  vote. 

Johnstown,   Pa.,     Central     Labor     Union— 
Charles  A.  McKeown,  1  vote. 

Joliet,  HL,  Central  Trades  and  Labor  Conn- 
eil— Madge   Argo,    1    vote. 

Kansas  City,  Kan.,  Central  Labor  Union- 
Charles   R.    Nusom,    1   vote. 

Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
John  T.  Smith.  1  vote. 

Kensington,  IlL,  Calumet  Joint  Labor 
Cauncil — ^Thos.  L.  Gregson,  1  vote. 

Kingston,  Ont.,  Canada,  Trades  and  Labor 
Council — John  Noble,   1   vote. 

La  Crosse,  Wis.,  Trades  and  Labor  Coun- 
cil— ^R.  G.  Knutson,  1  vote. 

La  Junta,  Colo.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
George  H.  Richter,  1  vote. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Milton  G.  Evans,  1   vote. 

Lansford,  Pa..  Panther  Creek  Valley  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union — John  B.  Breslin,  1  vote. 
Lima,  Ohio,  Trades   and  Labor  Council — 
W.  J.   Gildas,   1   vote. 

Linton,  Indiana,  Central  Labor  Union — 
J.  L.  Sims,  1  vote. 

Logansport,  Ind.,  Trades  and  Labor  As- 
sembly— J.  W.  Newmyer,  1  vote. 

London,  Ont.,  Can.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Council — ^Bmest  Ingles,   1   vote. 

Lorain,  Ohio,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Harry  Raise,   1  vote. 

Los  Angeles,  CaL.  Central  Labor  Coun- 
cil—Bdith  S.  MetB,  1  vote. 

Louisville.  Kentucky,  United  Trades  and 
Labor  Assembly — ^Patrick  B.  Gorman,  1 
vote. 

Lynn,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union — Chas. 
D.  Keaveney,  1  vote. 

MeadviUe,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union— H. 
S.  Gilbert,  1   vote. 

Minneapolis,  Minn.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly — Frank  Hoffman,  1  vote. 

Moberly,  Mo.,  Central  Labor  Union — ^Da- 
vid R.  Frampton,  1  vote. 

Mobile,  Ala.,  Central  Labor  Union — ^Ed- 
mun  Turner,   1   vote. 

Montreal,  Que.,  Can.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Council — Gustavo  Franco,  1  vote. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  Trades  and  Labor  Coun- 
cil—J.   P.  Ogletree,  1   vote. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Essex  Trades  Council — 
Henry  F.  Hilfers,  1  vote. 

New  Bedford,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union 
— Walter   Barnes,    1    vote. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  Trades  Council — ^bm 
M.  Ombum,  1  vote. 

Newport,  R.  I.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Harold  C.  Kingsley,   1   vote. 

Newport  News,  Va.,  Central  Labor  Union 
-^.  B.   Clinedinst,   1    vote. 


New  Ulm.  Minn.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Jean  E.  Spielman,   1   vote. 

New  York.  N.  Y.,  Central  Federated 
Union  of  Greater  New  York  and  Vicinity — 
Timothy  M.  Daly,   1   vote. 

Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Council— Louis    N.   Thomas.    1    vote. 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
John  A.  Laeey,  1  vote. 

Oakland,  CaL,  Central  Labor  Council — 
Edgar  8.  Hurley.   1   vote. 

Olympia,  Wash.,  Trades  Council — C.  B. 
Young,    1    vote. 

Orange,  Tex.,  Trades  Council — J.  E. 
Grain,   1   vote. 

Ottawa,  Ont.,  Can.,  Allied  Trades  and 
Labor  Association — ^P.  M.  Draper,  1  vote. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Alee.  McGuire,   1   vote. 

Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  Iron  City  Central  Trades 
Council— Jolm  Hoehn,  1  vote. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
Harry  L.  Hartford,  1   vote. 

Portsmouth,  Va.,  Central  Labor  Union- 
John  H.  Hall,  Jr.,  1  vote. 

Pueblo,  Colo.,  Trades  and  Labor  Assem- 
bly— Sol.  Jacobs,  1  vote. 

Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  Trades  and  Labor 
Council — John   Bradley,   1   vote. 

Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union 
— James   Maloney,   1   vote. 

Quincy,  Mass,.  Central  Labor  Union — ^M. 
A.   Broderick,   1   vote. 

Reading,  Pa.,  Federated  Trades  Council — 
A.  P.  Bower,  1  vote. 

Roanoke,  Va.,  Central  Trades  and  Labor 
Council — ^Lillie  Barbour,   1   vote. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Council — ^Richard  Curran,   1   vote. 

Roundup,  Montana,  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Council — ^Adam  Wilkinson,   1   vote. 

Saint  Joseph,  Mo.,  Central  Labor  Council 
— J.  L.  Wines,   1  vote. 

Saint  Louis.  Mo..  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Union — Joseph  E.    Woracek,    1    vote. 

Saint  Paul,  Minn.,  Trades  and  Labor  As- 
sembly—P.  W.  Flynn.  1  vote. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  Federation  of  Labor 
— J.  J.  Sullivan,  1  vote. 

San  Francisco,  CaL,  Labor  Council — ^Dan- 
iel C.  Muiphy,  1  vote. 

Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Mich..  Trades  and  La- 
bor Council — ^Elmer  J.  Asnmun,   1   vote. 

Schneetady.  N.  Y.,  Trades  Assembly  — 
John  J.  Hourigan.   1  vote. 

Seattle,  Wash.,  Central  Labor  Council — 
James  A.  Duncan.   1  vote. 

Somerville,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union — 
John  F.  Barr.  1  vote. 

South  Bend,  Ind.,  Central  Labor  Union — ^E. 
H.  Mets,  1  vote. 

South  Chicago,     HL,     Trades     and     Labor 
Assembly— Frank  B.  Doyle,  1   vote. 
Springfidd,  HL,  Federation  of  Labor— R.  B. 
Woodmansee,  1  vote. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union- 
Michael  J.  Scanlan,  .1  vote. 

Stockton,  CaL,  San  Joaquin  County  Cen- 
tral Labor  Council— William  Hannon,  1  voce. 
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Superior,   Wis.,    Trades    mnd   Labor   Awenip 
htr—Jmmm  B.   Campbdl.    1  vote. 
Taeoma,  Waih.,  Gentral  Labor  Couneil— T. 

F.  BnniB.   1  vote. 

Tharber,  Texas,  Trades  Coaneil — Jobn  WO- 
IdDson,  1  vote. 

Topdca,  Kan.,  Industrial  Coaneil— D.  L. 
Chandler,  1  Tote. 

Toronto,  Ont.,  Canada,  District  Labor 
Couneil — James  Simpson,   1  vote. 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  Federation  of  Labor-James 
Lemke,   1   vote. 

Tyrone,  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union- 
Matthew  L.  Dawson,  1  vote. 

Vanooover,  Wash.,  Central  Labor  Union— 
A.  G.  Enrigfat.  1  vote. 

WiUccs-Barre.  Pa.,  Central  Labor  Union— 
William  J.   Kromelbein,  1  vote. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Central  Labor  Union- 
John  B.  Colpoys,   1  vote. 

Waterbilry.  Conn.,  Central  Labor  Union— 
James  P.  Donahne,  1  vote. 

Wihnington.  Delaware,  Central  Labor  Un- 
ion—George Santer,  1  vote. 

Winona,  Minn.,  Trades  and  Labor  CoQneit- 

G.  W.  Lawson,  1  vote. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  Central  Labor  Union— 
Wm.  J.  GnOfoyle  1  vote. 

Yonkers,  N.  Y.,  Federation  of  Laboiv-Wil- 
liam    J.    McGeory,    1    vote. 

Youngstown,  Ohio,  United  Labor  Congress 
of    Mahoning    County— ^Edward    J.    Tinney, 

1  vote. 

ZanesvQle,  Ohio,  Central  Trades  and 
Labor  Oonncil— Henry  P.  W.  Stehmeyer,  1 
vote. 

Apartment  House  Janitors'  Union  No. 
14M6— Patrick  J.  Beardon,  1  vote. 

Boilermakers,  Blacksmiths  and  Machinist 
Hdpers'   Union   No.    16199— Edmund   Turner, 

2  votes. 

Bookkeepers,  Stenographers  and  Account- 
ants' Union  No.  12646— James  P.  Boyle,  2 
votes. 

Building  Curtodians'  Union  No.  16284 — 
James  H.  Cooper,  1  vote. 

City  Empkyyees*  Union  16961— Patrick  J. 
Cahillane,   1   vote. 

doth  Examiners  and  Spongers'  Unton  No. 
11680— Joseph    F.    Messacapo,    8    votes. 
'     Counters,    Timekeepers    and    Clerks    Union. 
No.  16699 — ^Harry  L.  Fincbs,  2  votes. 

Court  Reporters'  Federation  No.  14171 — 
Grace   H.    Harte,    1    vote. 

Crane  Followers  and  Platform  Workers' 
Union  No.  14461— Harry  L.  McDougal,  1 
vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  14646 — Stanley 
P.  OpUnger,  1   vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  14914— Thomas 
Crawford,   8  votes. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16228— H.  Burk, 
1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16681— W.  W. 
Watson,  2  votes. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16792-^.  W. 
Canady,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16988— W.  O. 
Ringer,  8  votes. 


Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16072— R.  8. 
Patterson,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16191-^ullua 
Grass,  2  votes. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16166— €.  E. 
Brogan,    1    vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16196— E.  Ed- 
win Clark,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16206— J.  Cleve- 
land Grioe,   1   vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16261— B.  D. 
Staley,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16821 — ^Harry 
A.  Badgett,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16880 — Josepb 
Bledow,   1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  16.819— James  W. 
McNeioe,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16441— JuUus 
Cdvin,    1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16460 — ^Aubrey 
Setaer,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16478 — George 
J.  Baumann,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Unions,  16,486  and  16,688 
— Willie  Brinson,   1   vote. 

Felt,  Straw,  Panama  and  Velvet  Bat 
Trimmers  and  Operators'  Union  No.  16860, 
United — Mary  Huston,  4  votes. 

Flat  Janitors'  Union  No.  14882 — William 
F.  Quesse,  14  votes. 

Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16896— J. 
W.  Worthoy,  1  vote. 

Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16220— 
Robert  E.  Burford,  1  vote. 

Freight  Handlers'  Union,  No.  16,410— 
T.  H.  Mason,  1  vote. 

Freight  Handlers'  Union,  No.  16649— MaU 
Lewis.  1  vote. 

Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16418— 
Oscar  Williams,   1  vote. 

Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16489— 
Chas.  L.  White»  1  vote. 

Freight  Handlers  and  Station  Employees' 
Union   No.    16881— William   Carter,    1   vote. 

Gardeners  and  Laborers'  Union  16188 — 
Peter  J.  Mullen,   1  vote. 

Harbor  Boatmen's  Union  No.  16664 — 
Jesse  T.  Morris,  1  vote. 

Interior  Freight  Handlers'  Union  No. 
16,465 — ^E.  D.  Johnson,  1  vote. 

Iron  and  Steel  Workers'  Union  No.  16242 
Frank  Tourison,  16  votes. 

Janitors,  Helpers  and  Laborers'  Union 
No.   16084— Jacob  Middleton,   1  vote. 

Janitors'  Protective  Union  No.  16876 — 
William  J.  Schulta,  1  vote. 

Janitors'  Union  No.  15481 — 0.  P.  Shea 
—1    vote. 

Japanners  and  Sheet  Metal  Trackers' 
Union  No.  16266— A.  V.  Gould,  1  vote. 

Ladies  Straw  Hat  Workers'  Union  No. 
14996^Annie  MiUer,  1  vote. 

Lead  Burners'  Union  No.  16009 — John 
Catterson,  2  votes. 

Motion  Picture  Phiyers'  Union  No.  16877 
— Seymour  Hastings,  1  vote. 

Neckwear  Makers'  Union,  United  No. 
11016 — Louis  D.  Berger,  6  votes. 

Neckwear  Workers'  Union  No.  16200 — 
Anna  Weinstock,  1  vote. 
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Newsboys'  Union  No.  16884— Nathan  P. 
Birch,   6   votes. 

Office  Employes'  Association  No.  12755 — 
Joseph  L.  EUicott,  4  votes. 

Oyster  Shuckers'  Union  No.  15937 — Ar- 
thur  Herbert,    1   vote. 

Oyster  Shuckers'  Union  No.  16117 — James 
W.  Pitts,   2  votes. 

Peanut  Workers'  Union  No.  1686«— J.  W. 
Richardson,  1  vote. 

Power  Plate  and  Die  Stampers'  Union  No. 
16471 — Joseph  Coogan,  1  vote. 

Raihroad  Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16406 
— ^Matt  Lewis,   1   vote. 

Railroad  Freight  Handlers  and  Helpers* 
Union  No.  16407 — Oliver  L.  Leonard,  1  vote 

Railroad  Coach  and  Station  Cleaners  and 
Porters'   Union  16586 — John  Eklund,  1  vote. 

Railway  Coach  Cleaners'  Union  No.  16088 
— Jordan  W.  Chambers,  1  vote. 

Railway  Coach  and  Station  Cleaners'  and 
Porters'  Union  No.  16851 — Garrett  Rice,  1 
vote. 

Railway  Employees'  Union  No.  16486— Mil- 
ler L.  Caimpbdl,  1  vote. 

Sailmakers  Union  No.  14911— R.  B.  Esleek, 
1    vote. 

Shipyard  Helpers  and  Laborers'  Union  No. 
16892— Willie  E.   Vaughn,  Jr.,  2  votes. 

Shipyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  16745 —  Jas. 
Patrick  Gallagher,  4  votes. 

Shipyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  16980 — Wm. 
E.   McKinnon,   2  votes 

Shipyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  16922 — 
Robert  J.  Lane,  1  vote. 

Shipyard  Laborers'  Union  No.  16466— S.  A. 
Jackson,  1  vote. 

Shipyard  Workers'  Union  No.  16487 — 
Charles   Thompson,   1    vote. 

Sign  and  Bulletin  Board  Hangers'  Union 
^^o.  14872 — George  Rineker,  1  vote. 

Sign  Hangers'  Union  No.  14661 — ^H.  S. 
Helgerson,   1  vot«. 

Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeepers 
and  Assistants'  Union  No.  14491 — Thomas 
O.  Spaeey,  1  vote. 

Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookke^oers 
and  Assistonts^  Union  No.  11697— Jessie 
M.   Sharon,   1  vote. 

Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers and  Assistants'  union  No.  16884 — Dal- 
ton  T.  Clark,  1  vote. 

Superintendents,  Janitors  and  Assistants' 
Union  No.  15928 — ^Ivan  B.  Holm,  1  vote. 

Theatre  Ushers'  Union  No.  16298— Benj- 
amin Witashkin,  1   vote. 

United  Felt»  Panama  and  Straw  Hat 
Trimmers  and  Operators'  Union  No.  14669 
— ^Minnie  Teitelbaum,   8   votes. 

United  Umbrella  Handle  and  Stick  Mak- 
ers' Union  No.  14681 — ^M.  Abramson,   1  vote. 

British  Trades  Union  Congress— Miss  M. 
Bondfidd,  S.  Finney,  2  votes. 

Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada — 
J.   M.  Walsh,   1   vote. 

Women's  International  Union  Label 
League,  Anna  Fitzgerald,   1   vote. 

Your  Committee  reports  that  protest  has 
been    filed    by    the   delegates    of  the   Inter- 


national Brotherhood  of  Stationery  Firemen 
and  Oilers  against  the  seating  of  the  dele- 
gates of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Main- 
tenance of  Way  Employes  and  Railway 
Shop  Laborers. 

Hearing  will  be  held  on  the  protest  in  the 
parlor  of  the  Hotel  Alamac  at  2.80  P.  M. 
today. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CHARLES  F.  SCOTT,  Chairman, 
WALTER    V.   PRICE. 
E.  W.   EDWARDS,   Secretary. 

Committee  on  Credentials. 

Secretary  Edwards:  I  move  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  concurred  in  and 
the  delegates  whose  names  have  been  read 
stated.      (Seconded    and    carried.) 

President  Gompers:  Under  the  constitu- 
tion the  President  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  is  directed  to  appoint  a  number 
of  committees.  The  Secretary  will  read  the 
committees    appointed. 

The  following  list  was  read  by  Secretary 
Morrison : 

Appointment    of    Committeea 

Committee  on  Rules  and  Order  of  Businesa 

— John  Sullivan,  Wm.  P.  Kramer,  Theodore 
Thompson,  Jos.  D.  Cannon,  Edw.  J.  Evans. 
Edw.  J.  Menge.  Walter  N.  Reddick,  R.  C. 
Snyder,  P.  J.  Morrin,  Frank  Kasten,  Jas. 
H.  Hatch,  J.  T.  Carey,  J.  V.  Moreschi.  A.  a 
Hughes,  J.  J.  Connelly. 

Committee  on  Report  of  Executive  Council 
-^ames  Wilson,  Matthew  WoU,  George  L. 
Berry,  Martin  Lawlor,  T.  V.  O'Connor,  Wm. 
L.  Hutcheson,  Jere  L.  Sullivan,  Frank  X. 
Npschang,  Wm.  P.  Clark,  Victor  Olander. 
Wm.  A.  Campbell,  A.  O.  Wharton.  Thos.  S. 
Kearney  H.  B.  Perham,  Jos.  N.  Weber. 

Committee  on  Resolutions — James  Duncan, 
John  P.  Frey,  G.  W.  Perkins,  Geo.  F.  Hed- 
?rK'  S-  A'  ^^??'»  C-  ^  Baine,  John  A. 
VoU^  Martin  F.  Ryan,  A.  A.  Myrup.  J.  W. 
Morton  J.  A.  Franklin,  Jas.  L.  Gernon.  John 
Moore,  John  F.  Hart,  H.  M.  Comerford. 

Committee  on  Law— Daniel  J.  Tobin,  S. 
*f\^®6?^'^?»  Wm.  Dobson,  Thos.  P.  Flah- 
erty, Tiniothy  Healy,  Dennis  Lane,  J.  A. 
Ross.  B.  E.  Baker,  Martin  T.  Joyce,  Joseph 
Proebstle,  James  Donley,  Edgar  S.  Hurley. 
James  P.  Holland.  Florence  Etherfdge,  d! 
A.  Carey. 

Conunittee  on  Organisation — Frank  Duffy. 
^^i^  Av,.fi^"***>y»  Jo'*^  L.  Lewis,  A.  J. 
Kugler.  WiUiam  A.  Neer.  Thomas  S.  Farrell. 
Harry  L.  Morrison,  W.  S.  Brown,  John  P. 
Cplpoys,   Charles   H.   Moyer,   Patrick   O'Brien. 

f  •  i'  SF^"*^^»  ,''^J^^  ^'  Lennon,  John  P. 
Burke,  Edward  J.  Ryan. 

Committee  on  Labels— John  J.  Manning. 
K.  8.  Sexton,  Thomas  Sweeney,  A.  McAn- 
drews.  Max  Hayes,  Cornelius  McCue,  H.  S. 
Mi^shall,  W.  R.  Boyer,  Peter  Beisel,  Alfred 
^^^'  %  ^'  /oJ«y'  J»me»  E.  LaCouture, 
I:^'  QT.®*^y°'  JoBeph  P.  Winkter,  Daniel  J. 
O'Donnell. 

Committee  on  Adjuatment — Thomas  Rick- 
ert,  John  Golden,  OolUs  Lovely,  James  C. 
Shanessy,  William  Quinlan,  H.  J.  Conway, 
^*!!f^,^"«"i'^flv  T.  W.  McCuUough,  Ed- 
ward Flore,  A.   W.  Russell,  John  H.  Walker, 

^rUiaL^'S'B^rya^    "^'"^'    ''    ^'    ^*<^^"' 

-_&iT*%*  f"  ^^  ""^  Federated  Bodies 

— Jacob    Fischer,    John   J.    Barry.    Emanuel 
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Koveleski.  Jacob  Helter,  Thomaa  L.  Hugheii. 
Robert  O.  Fitchio,  P.  M.  Draper.  DanW  C. 
Mniphy.  R.  E.  WoodmanBee,  William  H. 
MeHusb.  Henry  Ott.  John  T.  Smith,  Oeorse 
J.  Traey,  G.  H.  Wrenn.  H.  B.  OdeU. 

Committee  on  Education — Joseph  Valen- 
tine. Charlee  C.  Shay.  Charles  B.  StiUman. 
Thomas  J.  Curtis.  Margaret  C.  Daley.  John 
P.  White.  J.  C.  Orr,  John  J.  Sullivan,  M. 
G.  Scott,  Charles  A.  Sumner.  Luther  C. 
Steward.  J.  W.  Nelson.  John  D.  O'Brien. 
Ira  N.  Ombum.  Henry  Hilfers. 

Committee  on  State  Orfanlzations — Frank 
J.  Hayes.  J.  W.  Kline,  Bob  White.  B.  J. 
Hall.  Stanley  Anderson.  Thomas  P.  Hyland. 
John  T.  Musavin.  P.  J.  Guerin.  Albert  Peter- 
son. Michael  Mahoney.  M.  J.  Gahagan.  H. 
W.  Brown.  C.  M.  Crook.  George  A.  Whitaker. 
A.  J.  Johnson. 

Conunlttee  on  Boycotts— W.  D.  Mahon. 
James  J.  Freel.  John  M.  Gillespie,  W.  H. 
Johnston.  W.  W.  Britton.  M.  M.  Donaghue. 
W.  L.  Funderburk.  J.  J.  Forrester.  F.  H. 
Fljozdal.  Thomas  Reynolds.  Charles  Call, 
T.  A.  McCreash.  J.  T.  Moriarty.  Harry 
Stevenson.  James  B.  Connors. 

Committoo  on  Building  Trades--John 
DonUn.  James  P.  Noonan,  WiUiam  J.  Mc- 
Sorley.  D.  D'Alessandro.  J.  C.  Skemp,  Charles 

A.  Rau.  Sam  Griggs.  Frank  Feeney.  John  J. 
Hynes.  J.  H.  Gavlak.  William  J.  Bowen. 
T.  F.  Slattery,  P.  H.  McCarthy.  Samuel 
Squibbs.   Jeremiah   Hurley. 

Committee  on  Shorter  Workday— WUliam 
Green.  J.  W.  Hays.  George  Leary.  Thomas 
Redding.  Charles  MacGowan.  Benjamm  Schles- 
inger,  John  J.  Lynch.  E.  J.  Gainor,  John 
H.   Pruett.   Carl  Bergstrom.   Lewis    Weyand. 

B.  J.  McGivern,  A.  R.  Linn,  Edw.  I.  Hannah, 
Anthony  J.  Chlopek. 

Committee  on  International  Relations — 
George  W.  Perkins.  James  Duncan.  Max 
Hayes.  Martin  Lawk>r.  James  Wilson.  John 
P.  Frey.  B.  A.  Larger.  T.  V.  O'Connor.  D. 
J.  Tobin,  George  L.  Berry.  John  H.  W^er, 

C.  L.  Baine,  W.  D.  Mahon.  MaUhew  WoU, 
John  Golden.  James  Lord.  W.  J.  Bowen. 
Samuel  Gompers. 

Vice-President  Duncan:  I  move  that  the 
Secretary  be  authorised  to  add  th«  name  of 
Samuel  Gompers  to  the  Committee  of  Inter- 
national   Rdations.      (Seconded   and   carried.) 

The  committees  as  announced  were  con- 
firmed by  the  convention. 

President  Gompers:  The  Executive  Coun- 
cil has  a  report  which  is  already  in  print 
and  will  be  distributed   to  the  delegates. 

In  recent  years  we  have  adopted  the  prac- 
tice of  having  a  summary  of  the  subjects 
in  the  report  read,  with  a  few  comments 
that  might  be  submitted. 

Vice-President  Duncan  read  a  summary 
of  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Refereiiee  of  Subjects  in  EzecuUve  Oouncil's 
Report 

••Report  of  Trustees  of  A.  F.  of  L.  Build- 
ing"— Committee  on  B.   C.  Report. 

••Reconstruction  Program" — Committee  on 
E.  C.  Report. 

••International  Labor  Relations" — Commit- 
tee on  International  Relations. 

••Peace  Terms" — Committee  on  Interna- 
tional Relations. 

"Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor" — 
Committee  on  International  Relations. 


••Fraternal  Delegates  to  British  Trade 
Union  Congress" — Committee  on  Interna- 
tional Relations. 

•Triumph  of  Labor  Panel" — Committee  on 
International  Relations. 

••Committee  on  Labor"— Educatk>n. 

••Compulsory  Military  Service" — Commit- 
tee  on   Resolutions. 

••Judicial  Construction  of  Law" — Commit- 
tee on  E.  C.  Report. 

••Coronada  Coal  Company  vs.  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America" — Committee  on  E.  C. 
Report. 

"Labor  Political  Policy" — Committee  on 
E.  C.  Report. 

••Report  of  Labor  Legislation" — Commit- 
tee on  E.   C.  Report.  x 

"Hindrances  to  Legislation" — Committee 
on   E.    C.    Report. 

"Child  Labor  Legislation" — Committee  on 
Education. 

"Education" — Committee   on   Education. 

"Education  of  Adult  Illiterates" — Com- 
mittee on  Education. 

"National  Conservatory  of  Music" — Com- 
mittee  on   Education. 

'•Rehabilitation  B^b" — Committee  on  Res- 
olutions. 

••Minimum  Wage  Legislation" — Commit- 
tee on   Resolutions. 

'•The  Nolan  Bill" — Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions. 

"Better  Social  and  Industrial  Conditions" 
— Committee  on  E.   C.  Report. 

"Unemployment  and  Lands  for  Soldiers" 
— Committee  on  B.  C.  Report. 

"Retirement  System  for  Employes  in  the 
Classified  Civil  Service" — Committee  on 
Resolutions. 

"•Work  or  Fight'  in  the  Draft  BUI"— 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

"Prohibition  of  Immigration" — Committee 
on  E.  C.  Report. 

•'Woman  Suffrage" — Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions. 

•'Department  of  Labor" — Committee  on  E. 
C.   Report. 

"Railroad  Operation" — Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions. 

"Porto  Rican  Conditions" — Committee  on 
E.  C.  Report. 

"Meat  Packing  Monopoly" — Committee  on 
Resolutions. 

"National  War  Housing" — Committee  on 
Resolutions. 

"Convict  Labor" — Committee  on  State 
Bodies. 

"Workmen's  Compensation" — Committee 
on  E.  C.  Report. 

•Tostol  Wage  Legislation" — Committer  on 
Resolutions. 

"Navy  Yard  and  Arsenal  Service" — Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions. 

"Investigation  Educational  System  Ladies* 
Garment  Workers'  Union" — Committee  on 
Education. 

"Health  Insurance" — Committee  on  E.  C. 
Report. 

"The  Shorter  Workday" — Committee  on 
Shorter  Workday. 
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"Co-operative  Plan" — Committee  on  Bdn- 
cmtion. 

"International  Association  of  Bridge, 
Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers  vs. 
Building  Trades  Dexwrtment,  A.  F.  of  L." — 
Committee  on  E.  C.  Beport. 

'Troposed  Amalgamation  of  Textile  Work- 
ers"— Committee  on  E.  C.  Beport. 

"Machinists — Carpenters" — Committee  on 
Building  Trades. 

"Flint-Glass  Workers — ^Machinists" — Com- 
mittee on  E.  C.  Beport. 

"Carpenters — Sheet  Metal  Workers" — Com- 
mittee on  Building  Trades. 

"Electrical  Workers — Engineers" — Com- 
mittee on  E.  C.  Beport. 

"Longshoremen — Steam  Engineers — ^Ma- 
rine  Engineers" — Committee  on  Adjustment. 

"Metal  Trades— Mine.  MiU  and  Smelter 
Workers" — Committee  on  Organisation. 

"Lithographers — Photo  Engravers — ^Prefs- 
men" — Committee  on  E.  C.  Beport. 

"Tear  Book"— Committee  on  B.  C.  Beport. 

"Voluntary  Financial  Assistance" — Com- 
mittee on  Local  and  Federated  Bodies. 

"Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress" — 
Committee  on  E.  C.  Beport. 

"Mooney  Case" — Committee  on  Besolu- 
tions. 

'Torto  Bieo" — Committee  on  B.  C.  Beport. 

President  Gompers :  The  Bzecutive  Coun- 
cil requests  the  appointment  of  a  speeial 
Committee    on    Jurisdiction   over   Construc- 


tion of  Concrete  Ships.  The  Council  rec- 
ommends that  the  committee  be  appointed 
immediately.  Until  the  convention  decides 
to  approve  that  recommendation  of  the  Bz- 
ecutive Council  it  follows  that  the  President 
is  not  in  a  position  to  appoint  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  recommendation  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  is  before  the  convention. 

Jurisdiction  Over  Oonstniction  Concrete 
Ships 

The  last  convention  directed  the  Execu- 
tive Council  to  decide  the  Jurisdictional 
rights  of  the  several  organisations  whose 
members  are  employed  in  the  construction 
of  concrete  ships;  that  is,  providing  an 
understanding  or  agreement  should  not  be 
reached  through  conference. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  organisations 
concerned  to  reach  an  agreement  on  this 
controversy  and  as  the  claims  involved  con- 
flict with  one  another  the  E.  C.  recom- 
mend that  this  matter  be  referred  to  a  spe- 
cial committee  of  the  Atlantic  City  Conven- 
tion. 

Delegate  Gomstein,  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers,  moved  that  the  recommendation 
of  the  Executive  Council  be  approved.  The 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

At  12.80  the  conveniton  was  adjourned 
to  2.80  p.  m; 


FIRST  DAY-Monday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2.80  P.  M.,  Monday.  June  0th,  President 
Gompers  in  the  chair. 

Abeentees — Croalf,  Mordecai,  McDonald, 
Donoghue,  Iglesias,  Evans,  Schildt,  Buther- 
ford,  Myrup,  Slattery,  Boyer,  Hyland,  For- 
rester, Hay.  McNnlty,  O^  Connor,  Greifyn, 
Tighew  Duty,  O'Connor,  Biorklund,  Johnston, 
Fljosdal,  Oreok.  Segg,  MeCraash,  Guest,  Can- 
non, Hayes,  MitchelL  Hannah,  Dold,  Ander- 
son, Clark,  Burke,  Funderburk,  Heberling, 
Oashen.  Thomas,  Curtis,  Scott,  Hatch,  Oor- . 
man,  Cooper,  Harte,  Burk.  Oanady,  Brogan, 
Grass,  Clark,  Bledon,  Oofvin.  Setxer,  Baa- 
man,  Houston,  White,  Mullen,  Johnson, 
Tourison,  Sh»a,  Oatterson,  Berger.  Birch, 
Ellioott,  Herbert,  Lewis,  Jackson,  Tnompson, 
Clarke,  Titelbaum,  Abrsmson,  Bonfield,  Fin- 
ney, Mahoney,  Davis,  McFadden,  Harlin, 
Yarrow,  Bryan,  O'Donnell,  Woodman,  Moran, 
Willis,  Grestly,  Evans,  Sims,  Newmyer,  Ogle- 
tree,  Ombum,  Thomas.  Yonng,  Draper,  Cur- 
ran.  Barr,  Hannon,  Wilkinson,  Dawson,  En- 
right,    Kron]»lhein. 

ADDBE88  OF  HON.  WM.  B.  BUNTON 
Ctovemor  of  New  Jersey 

Mr.  President  and  Bepresentatives  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor:  Voicing  the 
sentiment  of  New  Jersey,  as  its  executive 
head  for  the  time  being,  I  desire  to  extend 
to  you  in  convention  assembled  a  most  sin- 
cere and  cordial  welcome,  a  welcome  that  is 
two-fold  in  its  nature.  In  the  narrower 
sense,    it   is    a   cordial  feeling   existing   be- 


tween the  host  and  those  he  has  bidden 
come  to  his  home  to  abide  with  him  for 
the  while;  in  the  larger  sense  I  represent 
the  outstretched  arms  of  every  New  Jersey 
man  and  every  New  Jersey  woman  who 
recognises  devotion,  who  recognises  conse- 
cration, who  recognises  patriotism,  and  I 
speak  for  them  whole-heartedly,  unaffected- 
ly, sincerely,  when  I  say  to  you  who  are 
representing  the  mighty  army  of  workers, 
you  are  indeed  welcome,  for  you  represent 
to  us  the  spirit  and  the  genius  and  the  hope 
of  America — ^welcome  to  you,  sirs  and 
mesdames. 

In  greater  measure  than  ever  before  is 
this  convention  fraught  with  potential  con- 
sequences. Up  to  a  short  time  ago  we  in 
America  were  a  host  unto  ourselves,  but 
by  reason  of  that  which  America,  through 
the  workers  thereof,  has  done  for  the  world, 
and  in  the  doing  of  which  has  eompelled 
its  admiration,  the  doings  of  this  convention 
are  not  only  of  moment  to  America  but 
they  contain  the  anxious  thought  and  ex- 
pectancy of  the  entire  world. 

As  ye  wrought  and  as  ye  accomplished  in 
the  years  of  the  war,  as  ye  set  a  new 
standard  for  patriotism  and  accomplish- 
ments, so  now  the  attitude  of  the  American 
worker  in  these  days  of  reconstruction,  in 
these  days  of  perplexity  and  complexity, 
is  a  matter  of  extreme  moment  to  the  en- 
tire world.  And  I  speak  as  one  who  has 
watched  with  intense  interest  that  which 
you  have  done,  I  speak,  and  say  it  is  with 
confidence;  that  we  in  America  look  to  the 
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outcome  of  this  convention.  We  realise 
whet  yon  have  within  your  ffrasp,  what 
potentiality  is  yonn;  bnt  in  Judsin^  by 
that  whieh  is  past,  that  which  is  history, 
we  Icnow  fall  well  that  the  proceedings  of 
this  convention  shall  be  fraught  with  wide 
and  statesmanlike  views,  that  the  viewpoint 
of  all  shall  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
that  which  shall  be  brought  to  pass  shall 
be  brought  to  pass  from  this  viewpoint; 
that  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  num- 
ber shall  be  your  itim  and  ideal  and  ambi- 
tion, and  as  long  as  that  is  the  aim  of 
American  labor  this  country,  great  as  she  is 
today,  shaU  go  on  to  a  greater  and  higher 
plane,   now  and  henceforth. 

There  was  a  gr^t  meeting  in  New  York 
City  last  night,  and  one  of  the  speakers 
arose  and  said  that  unless  their  very  plans 
were  carried  out  chaos  would  be  the  result — 
and  he  was  applauded  to  the  echo.  And  I 
say  a  great  tiling  it  is  for  America  that 
this  body  and  the  mighty  army  this  body 
represents  stands  unalterably  opposed  to 
that  gospel.  Tours  is  a  policy  of  construc- 
tion and  not  destruction,  and,  so  long  as 
this  is  true,  they  can  belch  their  mouth- 
ings  in  vain.  When  the  history  of  these 
momentous  and  perilous  years  shall  come 
to  be  written,  when  some  meed  of  praise 
is  given  to  all  those  who  have  played  mighty 
parts  therein,  I  know  there  sliall  be  a 
bright  and  golden  chapter  devoted  to  one 
who,  by  reason  of  the  genius  that  was  his, 
by  reason  of  the  power  that  was  given 
into  his  hands  used  it  for  the  good  of  his 
fellowman.  No  greater  aecomplishment  has 
been  done  for  the  sake  of  the  world  at 
large  than  was  done  by  him  who  today 
presides  over  your  body  and  who  is  one 
of  the  great  men  of  God's  world  today. 

I  saw  at  the  entrance  to  this  hall  that 
great  tribute  of  affection  and  regard  given 
to  this  American  Federation  of  Labor  by  the 
trade  unions  of  Britain,  and  I  thought  I 
read  in  that  mighty  bronse  your  spirit. 
It  shows  the  spirit  of  labor  bearing  aloft 
the  torch,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  those 
who  work;  the  fruits  of  the  field  were  in 
evidence,  borne  in  great  profusion;  on  the 
other  side  they  who  labor  in  the  factories 
and  mills  and  upon  the  ships  of  the  sea, 
those  contributed  their  parts  to  humanity. 
It  is  a  story  of  law,  a  story  of  order  and 
in  recognition  of  that  which  is  the  basis 
of  it  all,  the  spirit  of  labor  leads  on.  And 
I  say  to  you,  blessed  are  ye  that  so  much 
is  given  into  your  hands  as  stewards,  blessed 
that  ye  have  a  chance  in  this  day  and  gen- 
eration to  do  so  much  for  your  people. 

And  may  I  say  for  this  little  state  of 
New  Jersey  that  we  wish  you  wisdom  in 
abundance,  we  wish  you  statesmanlike  re- 
sources, and  we  say  unto  ye  that  if  ye 
be  wise  in  your  day  and  generation  the 
world,  because  of  that  which  is  wrought  in 
New  Jersey  today,  will  be  the  better.  May 
success  attend  your  efforts  and  may  gen- 
erations yet  unborn  rise  up  and  call  ye 
blessed  by  reason  of  that  which  ye  shall  do 
here   today. 

I  thank  you. 

President  Gompers:  Vice-President  Dun- 
can, as  one  of  the  delegates  from  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  Europe, 
will   submit    the   report   of    that   delegation. 

Vice-President  Duncan  read  the  following 
report: 


EBPOBT  OF  THB  AMBBIOAV  FBDBBAr 
nON  OF  LABOB  DBLBOATIOir  JIO 
THB  PBAOB  OOMFBBBNOB 

Realising  the  dif&eult  problems  of  peace 
and  reconstruction,  your  conventions  of  1914 
1916,  1916,  1917  and  1918,  after  dechiring 
that  a  labor  conference  should  be  held  at 
the  same  time  and  place  as  the  oflicial  Peace 
Conference,  adopted  resolutions  providing 
that  an  American  Federation  of  Labor  dele- 
gation not  te  exceed  five  in  number,  one  of 
whom  should  be  the  President,  should  at- 
tend, to  promote  and  protect  the  righte  and 
welfare  of  the   work   people. 

Accordingly,  shortly  after  the  signing  of 
the  armistice,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Ibcecutive 
Council  at  Laredo,  Texas.  November  12, 
1918,  the  following  members  of  the  Coun- 
cil were  appointed  delegates: 

James  Duncan,  President  Granite  Cutters' 
International  Association   of   America. 

John  R.  Ateine,  President  United  Assoeia- 
tion  of  Plumbers  and  Steamfltters. 

Frank  Duffy,  Secretery  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America. 

William  Green,  Secretary-Treasurer  Unit- 
ed Mine  Workers  of  America,  who,  together 
with  Samuel  Gompers,  President,  A.  F.  of  L., 
composed  the  A.  F.  of  L.  delegation. 

This  delegation  also  hoped  to  aid  in  re- 
organizing or  organising  a  new  International 
Federation  of  Labor,  having  ite  basis  in  the 
bona  fide  trade  union  movement 

Immediate  arrangemente  were  made  to 
sail  for  Europe,  and  the  delegation  left  Hew 
York  for  Liverpool  on  the  steamship  "Car- 
mania"  January   8,    1919. 

The  following  correspondence  explains  the^ 
circumstonces  surrounding  the  ealllng  of  a 
labor  conference  concurrent  with  the  ofllcial 
Peace  Conference: 

"Amsimdaiu 
American  FiDBftAnoM  of  Labob, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Request  appointment  delcgatee  to  inter- 
national conference  of  trade  union  eenters  to 
be  hdd  at  same  place  and  time  as  peace  delib- 
erations agenda  new  rules  nod  regulationa 
transfer  bureau  international  secretariat  peaee 
demands  (Leeds  and  Berne  programs)  elee- 
tion  committee  trade  union  representation  for 
"peace  deliberations.  Further  particulars  M- 
lowing. 

OUDIQgtST. 
7  A.  M.,  October  29th,  1918." 

"Washimqiom,  D.  C, 
November  20th,  1918. 

OUDBOBBST, 

Amsterdam.  Holland. 
In  compliance  with  instructions  of  several 
conventions  American  Federation  of  Labor 
Elxecutive  Council  will  issue  invitotions  for 
international  labor  conference  to  consider  and 
help  in  peace  discussions  and  to  esteblish  new 
international  trade  union  federation.  We  can 
not  be  committed  to  either  Berne  or  Leeds 
program.  Gompkbs." 

"London,  December  20,  1918. 
Sbcbitary  op  Statb, 

Washington. 
The  following  letter  dated  December  19  has 
been  received  from  Arthur  Henderson:  1 
should  like  you  to  inform  Gompers  how  the 
British  parties  stend  in  relation  to  the  con- 
current international  working  class  confer- 
ence. They  met  this  week  and  considered  a  re- 
quest for  our  opinion  on  the  question  whether 
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the  Bureau  of  the  Labor  International  should 
meet  and  appoint  a  committee  which  would 
convoke  a  conference  truly  representative  of 
the  international  labor  movement.  Vander- 
velde  made  this  sunrestion  to  me.  It  had  also 
been  made  to  me  by  Vankol  and  Huysmans. 
Tlie  British  parties  discussed  the  questions 
of  the  apportionment  of  votes  and  representa- 
tion, the  composition  of  the  delegation,  of 
f>lace  of  meeting.  I  was  given  complete 
iberty  of  action  in  regard  to  the  bringing 
about  of  the  conference. 

'With  regard  to  the  delegation  and  voting 
we  immediately  came  face  to  face  with  the 
fact  that  the  socialist  parties  in  this  country 
have  been  separately  affiliated  in  the  past  to 
the  labor  international,  although  three  of 
them — the  Fabian  Society.  Independent  Labor 
Party  and  British  Socialist  Party— are  also 
affiliated  to  the  labor  party,  which  in  its  turn 
is  affiliated  to  the  international.  In  view  of 
conference  decision,  we  were  obliged  to  object 
to  any  representation  of  "the  British  labor 
movement  by  bodies  outside  the  trade  union 
congress  and  the  British  labor  party.  On  the 
other  hand,  we  should  not  deny  the  reason- 
ableness of  the  view  that  the  minority  point 
of  view  should  be  represented.  Our  solution 
of  the  problem  is  as  follows:  Great  Britain 
will  be  represented  by  Ave  delegates  who  are 
members  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of 
the  Trades  Union  Congress — Bowerman.  com- 
positors :  Stuart.  Bunning.  postmen.  ( 7) 
miners ;  Thomas,  railway  men ;  Thorne.  gen- 
eral workers — and  Ave  delegates  from  mem- 
bers of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Labor 
Party — Henderson,  iron  founders;  Clynes, 
general  workers ;  DoflP.  railway  men.  and  Mao- 
Donald  and  Mrs.  Snowden.  socialist.  Bfac- 
Donald  and  Mrs.  Snowden  were  chosen  from 
a  panel  of  socialist  members  of  the  executive 
who  were  also  members  of  affiliated  socialist 
oocieties. 

*'I  should  like  you  to  inform  Gompers,  that 
while  we  should  prefer  the  conference  to  be 
hdd  in  Paris,  we  are  advised  by  Vandervelde, 
Huysmans  and  others  that  the  personal  liberty 
of  the  Austrian-German  delegates  could  not 
be  guaranteed  there.  We  are  therefore  in 
favor  of  Lausanne.  It  is  important  that  the 
conference  should  be  called  inunediately  and 
that  Gompers  and  his  colleagues  should  now 
leave  the  United  States  for  Europe.  I  have 
suggested  that  the  invitation  might  be  issued 
by  the  executive  of  the  Socialist  International 
and  some  persons  representing  the  Trades 
Union  International,  and  have  Insisted  that 
the  conference  should  be  described  as  an  In- 
ternational Labor  and  Socialist  Conference 
and  should  be  called  on  conditions  permitting 
the  British  representative  as  arranged  (*). 
The  representation  of  the  industrial  sections 
of  the  labor  movement  in  the  United  States, 
British   Dominions   and  all  other  countries. 

*If  executive  of  the  international,  which  con- 
sists of  the  Belgian  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Bureau  (Vandervdde,  Huys- 
mans. Anseele  and  Bert  rand)  should  refuse 
to  act  at  once.  I  proposed  that  the  special 
commission  of  the  inter-allied  conferences 
(Vandervelde.  Thomas.  Henderson  and  Gomp- 
ers) should  execute  their  mandates.  Vander^ 
velde  would  send  a  draft  invitation  to  me  and 
I  would  approve  of  it.  obtain  the  approval  of 
Thomas  and  Gompers,  issue  it  to  the  press, 
and  communicate  by  telegram  to  all  the 
organisations  represented  or  entitled  to  be  . 
represented  at  the  Inter-AUied  Labor  and 
Socialist  Conference  of  February  and  Sep- 
tember. 1918.  I  have  suggested  to  Branting 
that   in   this   case   he  might   issue  invitations 


to  the  neutrals.  Means  would  be  found  of 
eonveying  to  the  parties  in  the  central  powers 
that  the  delegations  from  the  allied  and  neu- 
tral countries  would  expect  to  meet  their 
ddegatlon  In  Lausanne  on  a  certain  date. 
Huysmans,  I  have  suggested,  should  act  as 
Secretary  In  any  ease  and  proceed  to  Lausanne 
an  once. 

'Gompers  may  ask  why  we  have  chosen  ten 
delegates  when  the  inter^-aUied'  conference 
resolution  provided  for  only  four  delegates 
being  sent.  We  have  considered  this  matter 
and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  four  delegates 
would  not  permit  the  representation  of  all  the 
sections  and  the  various  tendencies  of  opinion. 
We  have  therefore  accepted  the  suggestiona  of 
Huysmans  that  the  maximum  number  of  dele- 
gates from  each  country  should  correspond 
with  the  number  obtained  by  halving  the 
number  of  votes  allowed  to  the  country  at  the 
international  conference.  That  number  In 
the  case  of  the  United  Stata  Is  twenty.  In 
the  plan  proposed,  the  United  States  would 
therefore  be  entitled  to  be  represented  by  ten 
delegates.  The  British  delegation  will  also  be 
accompanied  by  half  a  dozen  secretarial  and 
technical  assistants.  When  I  have  heard 
Vandervelde*s  reply  to  my  suggestion,  I  will 
conununicate  with  you  again.' 

Davw." 
"London,  December  24th,  1918. 
Sbcbbtary  op  State, 

Washington,  D.   C. 

Henderson  writes  under  date  December  28: 
'Mr.  Hjalmar  Branting,  Sweden,  has  tele- 
graphed that  he  accepts  my  suggestion  and 
will  take  action  on  receipt  of  instructions 
from  the  executive  of  the  International  So- 
cialists' Bureau. 

'Mr.  Branting  thinks  that  the  conference 
ought  not  to  open  before  the  20th  January, 
after  the  German  general  elections,  and  pur- 
poses that  the  settlement  of  all  the  difficult 
questions  surrounding  the  admission  of  new 
parties  and  tendencies  should  be  referred  to 
the  Internationa]  Socialist  Bureau,  which 
would  meet  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same 
place. 

'This  bureau  is  composed  of  two  or  three 
representatives  from  each  country  and  I  agree 
that  it  should  regulate  the  admission  of 
political  parties  to  the  conference.  On  the 
other  hand.  I  have  proposed  that  a  similarly 
constituted  trades  union  bureau  should  regu- 
late the  admission  of  Industrial  sections  of 
the  labor  movement  and  that  a  Joint  com- 
mittee should  determine  all  other  questions. 

'I  have  also  suggested  that  the  secretariat 
of  the  trades  union  international  or  some  other 
trades  union  representative  should  be  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Branting  in  the  invitation  of 
the  neutrals   to   the  conference. 

'The  procedure  which  I  have  outlined  in  my 
letter  to  you  would  enaUe  us  to  bring  about 
a  gathering  completely  representative  of  the 
labor  movement  on  its  political  and  In- 
dustrial sides  in  every  country  petitioned.  I 
now  await  the  opinion  of  France,  Italy  and 
the  United  States." 

Davw." 
"December  28.  1918. 
Chaklw  R.  Bowbman,  Secretary, 
British   Trade  Unon   Congress, 
Parliamentary  Committee. 
London,  England. 

Received  by  cable  through  American  Em- 
bassy two  letters  from  Henderson  dated  De- 
cember 19  and  28.  You  either  know  or  can 
learn  purport  from  Henderson. 

Thereupon,  I  Inunediately  called  BMetlng 
of  the   Executive  Council,   American  Federa- 
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Xkm  xft  Labor.  I  am  directed  by  tbem  to  tay 
that  American  Federation  of  Labor  delega- 
tion will  meet  with  delegation  from  trade 
vnions  of  all  national  centers,  but  mutt  de- 
cline to  be  governed  by  political  parties  and 
bence  regard  meetings  with  representatives 
of  political  parties  conducive  to  no  good  re- 
sults. We  propose  to  help  at  conferences  not 
only  upon  peace  treaty  terms  but  to  build  a 
bona  fide  International  Trade  Union  Move- 
ment. American  Federation  of  Labor  ddega- 
tion  will  leave  the  United  States  about  Janu- 
ary eight  and  will  be  pleased  to  confer  with 
Parliamentary  Committee,  British  Trade  Union 
Congress,  and  Federation  Generale  du  Travail 
upon  arrival. 

Please  communicate  above  to  Jouhaux, 
Paris,  France,  and  inform  Henderson. 

Samubl  Gompebs." 
"London,  December  30,  1918. 
Sbchbtaby  op   State, 

Washington.    D.    C. 

Henderson  sends  today  the  following  mes- 
sage for  communication  to  Samud  Compaq : 
'Emil  Vandervelde.  Albert  Thomas  and  I 
have  agreed  upon  the  immediate  issue  of  an 
invitation  in  the  following  terms:  Through- 
out the  war  the  great  organisations  of  work- 
ers and  socialists  in  every  country  have 
always  declared  that  when  peace  negotiations 
began  a  meeting  of  the  international  (*)  must 
be  convened  immediately.  Th«  hour  has 
come.  The  Peace  Conference  sununoned  by 
the  governments  will  meet  in  a  few  days. 
The  common  inter^ts  of  the  working  class 
demand  that  a  conference  shall  sit  concur- 
rently in  which  labor  can  declare  its  fixed 
resolve  to  have  peace  that  is  based  on  Justice 
and  not  a  peace  that  will  lead  to  fresh  eon- 
flicts   and    catastrophes. 

'In  order  that  the  conference  of  workers  and 
socialists  may  be  as  representative  as  possible, 
there  must  be  a  different  method  of  convoca- 
tion from  that  obtaining  before  the  war.  The 
old  order  has  changed.  New  organisations 
have  sprung  into  being.  Others  have  for  the 
first  time  entered  into  the  sphere  of  action  of 
the  IntemationaL  On  this  account  and  in 
accordance  with  the  mandate  given  them  by 
the  London  conference  of  workers  and  soeial- 
isU  in  February,  1018,  the  undersigned  have 
thought  it  their  duty  to  take  the  initiative 
in  summoning  once  more  under  the  same  con- 
ditions those  organizations  which  were  invited 
to  that  conference. 

"They  request  them  to  meet  on  January 
thirteenth,  1910.  at  Lausanne,  to  which  place 
the  International  Socialist  Bureau  will  also 
be  summoned. 

'The  British  parties  have  already  appointed 
their  delegates,  fixing  their  number  at  half  the 
votes  at  the  disposal  of  Great  Britain.  There 
win,  therefore,  be  ten  at  the  conference,  five 
of  whom  win  represent  the  trades  unions  and 
five  the  labor  party.  The  other  nationalities 
wiU  doubtless  consider  that  the  number  of 
their  delegates  should  also  be  equal  to  half 
the   number  of  votes  they  have  in  Congress. 

It  is,  of  course,  understood  that  the  mandate 
of  the  undersigned  is  limited  to  the  organisa- 
tions df  workers  and  socialists  which  were 
invited  to  London.  But  in  agreement  with 
Huysmans.  Secretary  of  the  International 
Socialist  Bureau,  Branting  proposes  to  sum- 
mon labor  and  socialist  delegates  from  neutral 
countries  at  the  same  time  and  to  the  same 
town.  A  similar  summons  win  be  addressed 
to  the  workers   of  the  central   empires. 

'Any  diflBculties  of  detaU  which  may  arise 
from  this  summons  wiU  be  dealt  with  on  the 
spot. 


'If  aU  agree  nothing  wiU  prevent  th§n 
simultaneous  convocations  from  resulting  in  an 
unique  assembly  in  which  the  workers  will 
declare  it  to  be  their  wiU  to  sweep  aside  for- 
ever the  perils  of  imperialism  and  the  horrors 
of  war  by  establishing  the  right  of  free  dis- 
position of  the  peoples. 

*Kindly  slgni^  by  return  that  1  may  add 
your    signature.' 

For  your  private  information  I  add  that  as 
the  above  invitation  is  criticised  by  Snowden 
in  this  week's  Labor  Journal  and  is  distaste- 
ful to  British  and  foreign  socialists  it  must  be 
issued  promptly,  so  Henderson  hopes  that 
authorization  to  attach  Gompers'  signature 
will  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible.  If  necessary 
the  date  of  conference  can  be  postponed  one 
week  to  suit  his  convenience.  Should  no 
reply  be  received  from  him  in  a  few  days  the 
invitation  will  almost  certainly  be  issued  with- 
out his  name,  so  as  to  avoid  delay  and  for*> 
staU  possiUe  counter  moves  by  socialists. 

Davis." 
"Washington,  D.  C,  January  4,  1910. 
Sir:      Will    you    please     transmit    to    Mr. 
Charles    W.     Bowerman,     Secretary,    British 
Trades  Union  Congress,  Parliamentary   Com- 
mittee,   General    Buildings,    Aldwych,    W.    O. 
London,  England,  the  following  message: 
Bowerman,  '• 

London. 

American  Federation  of  Labor  delegation, 
Samuel  Gompers,  James  Duncan.  Frank  Duf^. 
John  R.  Alpine,  WiUiam  Green,  sail  on  Cunard 
Steamship  "Carmania"  January  eighth,  due 
Liverpool  about  January  sixteenth.  We  wiH 
proceed  immediately  to  London  and  hope  ta 
have  conference  with  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee that  day  or  day  following.  Also  hop« 
to  have  committee  French  Confederation  of 
Labor   present. 

GoMPVaM." 

Thanking   you    in    advance   for   your  kind- 
ness and  hoping  to  get  this  message  to  Mr. 
Bowerman,  I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Yours  very  respectfully. 

President, 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Honorable  Frank  L.  Polk, 

Acting  Secretary  of  the  State  Department. 
Washington.  D.  0. 

[Oableqram.] 

"London. 
Morrison,    American    Federation   of  Labor. 
Washington. 
International    Labour    Socialist    Conferenea 
opens  Lausanne  thirteenth  January. 

Henderson.  Britain. 
Thomas,  France. 
.    ..^..  Vandebvbldb,    Belgimn. 

Jan.  4,   '19." 

^  "January   6th.    1919. 

Gompers, 

801-809  G  Street  N.   W., 
Washington. 

French  Confederation  of  Labor,  by  virtua 
of  powers  conferred  by  Leeds  meeting.  1918, 
summons  conference  International  Syndicate 
in  same  time  and  place  as  socialist  conference 
of  workmen  under  request.  Prepare  to  send 
delegates. 

ShaU  inform  you  by  telegraph  last  detaito 
date  and  place  conference.     Letter  foUowa. 

«  <v«    «>     «,       ,  -  .  ^     JOUHAUX. 

1.08   P.  M.,  Jan.  «." 

Bowerman,       "New  Yoek  City.  January  8. 
London. 
American    Federation    of  Labor,   delegation 
l«ives     Steamship     CambrisB    January    eight. 
We  expect  conference  at  London  with  Parli*. 
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mentary  Committee  and  if  pottible  with 
cceeiitive  of  Confederation  Generate  dn 
T^vail  on  arrival  there  to  make  arransements 
ftar  a  general  conference  in  fnrtberanee  of 
anistitts  in  peace  treaty  terma  which  shall 
make  for  international  peace,  jwtioe  and  free- 
dom, and  which  shoold  include  labor  condi- 
tiona  in  the  ▼ariont  countries.  Onr  delegation 
also  hopes  to  aid  in  founding  a  new  inter- 
national federation  of  labor,  haying  its  basis 
in  the  trade  union  movements  of  the  different 
countries. 

CiOlCPBU.'* 

C.  W.   BowiBMAM,   Secretary, 
Parliamentary  Committee, 

British  Trades  Union  Congress. 
Same  cable  was  sent  to  L.  Jouhaux,  Secre- 
tary,   French    Federation    of    Labor,     Paris. 
France. 

On  the  steamer  en  route  to  Liverpool  meet- 
ings of  the  delegation  were  held  daily,  and  the 
records,  declarations  and  war  aims  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  European  labor  organiza- 
tions were  read  and  discussed. 

The  delegation  arrived  in  Liverpool  Janu- 
ary 17,  proceeding  directly  to  London,  where 
the  following  day  a  conference  was  hdd  with 
Hon.  John  W.  Davis,  United  States  Ambassa- 
dor to  Great  Britain. 

On  Monday,  January  20,  a  conference  was 
held  with  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of 
the  British  Trades  Union  Congress,  at  which 
there  were  also  present  representatives  of  the 
Metal  Workers'  Federation  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada. 
A  letter  was  read  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Confederation  Generale  du  Travail  explaining 
that  it  had  been  decided  not  to  attend  this 
meeting  for  the  reason  that  the  matters  could 
h9  discussed  when  our  delegation  arrived  in 
Paris. 

Two  matters  were  considered: 
The    proposed    international    conferences    at 
3eme,  Switserland. 

The  formation  of  an  international  trade 
union  organisation. 

As  to  the  proposed  Berne  conference,  it 
appears  that  the  British  parties  had  given 
Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  complete  liberty  of 
action  in  regard  to  the  bringing  about 
the  conference.  He  proposed  that  the  call 
should  be  issued  by  Vandervelde  of  Belgium. 
Thomas  of  France,  Henderson  of  England 
and  Gompers  of  the  United  States,  a  commit- 
tee without  Jurisdiction  or  authority  to  con- 
voke any  conference.  President  Gompers 
refused  to  aUow  his  name  to  be  used,  but  a 
can  for  a  conference  at  Lausanne  was  sent 
out  for  January  18. 

Chairman  Bunning.  of  the  Pariiamentary 
Committee,  explained  that  the  conference  was 
called  for  Lausanne,  Switserland,  because  the 
French  government  found  itself  at  this  early 
period  unable  to  guarantee  the  personal  liberty 
of  German  and  Austrian  delegates  at  Paris. 
Therefore,  that  part  of  the  mandate  directing 
that  the  conference  should  be  held  "at  the 
same  pUtce"  as  the  official  Peace  Conference 
was  ignored  by  those  convoking  the  conference 
and  all  its  opportunities  and  advantages  sacri- 
ficed in  order  to  meet  with  representatives  of 
the    enemy   countries. 

It  then  developed  that  the  feeling  of  the 
French-Swiss  population  at  Lausanne  was  so 
manifestly  hostile  to  the  Germans  and  Aus- 
trians  that  the  government  forbade  the  hold- 
ing of  the  conference  at  that  place,  where- 
upon those  who  convoked  the  conference  de- 
cided to  call  it  at  Berne,  Switserland,  the 
people  of  which  city  were  known  to  be  more 


in  sympathy  with  German  thought  and  feeUag. 

On  the  part  of  the  British  delegates  there 
seemed  to  be  some  doubt  and  eonfliction  of 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  Berne  conference, 
yet  the  general  view  was  that  they  were  eom- 
mitted  by  instructions  of  their  Congresses  to 
send  their  committee  of  five  to  said  conferenee. 
regardless  of  its  make-up,  place  of  meeting,  or 
the  legality  of  its  convocation.  This  position 
was  adhered  to,  although  three  of  the  original 
delegation  of  five  resigned  because  they  were 
not  in  sympathy  with  the  conference. 

Our  position  was  made  perfectly  clear  and 
plain,  namely,  that  the  American  delegates 
were  ready  and  willing  to  meet  the  represen- 
tatives of  labor  of  the  allied  countries  in  a 
purely  trade  union  conference,  but  l^t  we 
'  were  disinclined  to  sit  in  conference  with  rep- 
resentatives of  enemy  countries  for  the  pres- 
ent at  least,  or  in  a  conference  in  which  the 
aims  and  purposes  of  organized  labor  would 
be  subordinated  to  those  of  any  partisan 
political  movement.  It  was  also  made  plain 
that  in  aU  the  official  declarations  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  in  conventions  it  was  clearly  set 
forth  that  a  labor  conference  should  be  held 
at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  oflleial 
Peace  Conference,  and  that  we  believed  no 
good  purpose  could  be  served  by  a  premature 
coiiference  with  representatives  of  the  cen- 
tral powers  in  a  neutral  country,  which 
would  destroy  inter-allied  labor's  opportunity 
of  presenting  through  personal  contact  de- 
mands untainted  by  enemy  influence  or  propa- 
ganda. 

As  to  the  formation  of  an  Internationa] 
trade  union  movement,  following  our  appeal 
for  action  relative  thereto,  the  following  reso- 
lution was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary   Committee : 

'*That  this  Parliamentary  Committee  wel- 
come the  invitation  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  take 
part  in  the  formation  of  an  international  trade 
union  movement,  and  hereby  pledge  our  sup- 
port to  the  formation  of  such  movement,  and 
will  appoint  representatives  to  attend  the 
first  meeting,  to  be  held  at  a  time  and  place 
to    be   mutually   agreed    upon." 

With  this  accomplished  we  proceeded  to 
Paris,  arriving  there  late  in  the  evening  of 
January  22,  1919,  having  arranged  for  a  con- 
ference with  the  Executive  of  the  Confedera- 
tion Generale  du  Travail  the  following  morn- 
ing. Secretary  Jouhaux,  after  wdcoming  our 
delegation,  confirmed  that  the  labor  confer- 
ence was  not  to  be  held  "at  the  same  place" 
as  the  official  Peace  Conference  because  the 
French  government  could  not  guarantee  the 
personal  liberty  of  the  Austrian  and  German 
delegates  at  Paris. 

At  this  conference  we  stressed  the  extreme 
importance  of  holding  an  inter-allied  confer- 
ence immediately  at  Paris,  as  directed  by  our 
conventions  and  the  inter-allied  conference  at 
London  in  September,  1918.  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  personally  presenting  to  the  Inter- 
Allied  Commissioners  then  in  session  in  Paris 
the  demands  of  inter-aUied  labor,  but  to  re- 
move the  International  Trade  union  Secre- 
tariat from  Berlin. 

The  Executive  of  the  Confederation  Gen- 
erale du  TravaO  was  entirely  agreeable  that 
an  inter-aUied  conference  should  be  held  as 
soon  as  possible,  but  at  the  same  time  ex- 
pressed the  bdief  that  those  things  which 
labor  intended  to  present  to  the  Peace  Con- 
ference should  be  presented  as  the  expression 
of  the  labor  representatives  of  all  eountries 
in  conference  at  Berne.  The  tenor  of  the 
discussion  throughout  was  that  the  French 
delegates  were  willing  to  attend  a  conference 
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of  the  British,  French,  Canadian,  Bd^ian  and 
American  reprcMntatives,  but  that  it  mutt 
b«  purely  informal  in  the  way  of  a  "eonvena- 
tion'*  and  that  the  proposed  conference  at 
Berne  was  the  one  they  looked  to  for  an 
official  expression  of  Labor's  demand  to  be 
presented  to  the  Peace  Conference.  It  was 
finally  agreed  that  such  informal  meeting 
should  be  called  within  a  week  to  convene 
at  Paris  and  that  the  representatives  of  the 
British,  French,  Bdgian,  Canadian  and  the 
United  States  trade  union  movements  be  in- 
vited to  attend. 

This  second  conference  was  held  on  January 
81  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Confederation 
Generale  du  Travail,  with  representatives  of 
the  French,  Belgian,  Canadian  and  American 
trade  union  movements  present.  The  British 
Trade  Union  Congress  sent  a  letter  stating 
that  the  invitation  arrived  too  late  to  permit 
of  their  being  present. 

Here  again  the  French  delegation  made  it 
dear  that  the  only  conference  they  would 
officially  recognise  was  the  Berne  conference, 
in  spite  of  our  determined  stand  that  this  pro- 
posed conference  was  premature  and  that  our 
mandate  to  meet  at  ''the  same  place'*  as  the 
official  Peace  Conference  would  be  violated 
if  we  were  to  meet  unrepentent  enemy  repre- 
sentatives in  a  ci^  dominated  by  German 
and  Austrian  thought  and  sentiment.  Presi- 
dent Gompers  also  explained  that  he  had  re- 
fused to  ulow  his  name  to  be  used  in  connec- 
tion with  the  can,  and  that  the  other  two  men 
suggested  by  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson — ^Thomas 
ofFrance  and  Vandervelde  of  Belgium— de- 
nied giving  authority  to  use  their  names,  al- 
though Vandervelde  had  explained  to  our  dele- 
gation that  he  had  given  authority  to  use  his 
name  to  call  an  tMter-aliUsd  meeting  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  an  imUmatwnal  eonfer- 
enee.  as  directed  by  the  labor  organisations 
of  Belgium. 

The  Bdgian  delegation  expressed  a  willing- 
ness to  attend  an  intcr-allied  eonference,  but 
opposed  the  Berne  eonference  because  it  was 
premature  and  included  representatives  of  the 
enemy  countries.  They  also  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  removal  of  the  Trade  XJnion  Secretariat 
f^om  Germany. 

A  third  eonf^renea  was  held  Saturday, 
February  1,  at  which  our  delegation  made  a 
ilnal  statement  oonflrming  its  determination 
not  to  participate  in  the  Berne  conference 
and  at  the  same  time  renewing  its  declarations 
in  favor  of  the  holding  of  an  inter-allied  con- 
ference in  Paris.  We  made  the  further  state- 
ment that  when  the  terms  of  peace  had  been 
finally  signed  and  the  representatives  of  the 
inter-allied  countries  had  formulated  and  pre- 
sented Labor's  demands  for  incorporation  in 
the  Peace  Treaty,  we  would  then  be  willing 
to  sit  in  a  genensl  conference  with  the  work- 
ers of  aU  nations  for  the  purpose  of  forming 
a  convention  that  would  be  a  true  federation 
ot  the  organised  workers  of  the  world. 

The  Belgian  ddegation  also  declared  they 
would  not  attMid  the  Berne  conference,  but 
the  French  held  firmly  to  their  pledge  to  send 
representatives  to  Berne. 

We  were  asked  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Confederation  Generale  dn  Travail  not  to 
make  public  the  reasons  for  our  refusal  to 
participate  in  the  Berne  conference,  but  much 
to  our  surprise  there  appeared  the  following 
day  in  ''La  Bataille,"  the  oflldal  Journal  of 
the  Confederation  Generale  du  Travail,  an 
article  giving  their  reasons  for  sending  dele- 
gates to  Berne.  We  then  found  it  necessary 
to  prepare  and  make  public  the  following 
statement  of  our  reasons  for  not  attending 
the  Berne  conference: 


Th4  Po9Uwn  of  ilmerieoa  Labor. 

"Owing  to  the  distance  between  America 
and  Europe,  and  there  not  having  been  a 
united  program  between  representatives  of 
organised  labor  in  continental  Europe  ana 
Great  Britain.  detaOed  correspondence  with 
reference  to  united  procedure  of  all  parttes 
concerned  at  the  present  time  was  next  to  Im- 
possible. For  these  reasons  the  delegation 
representing  organised  labor  in  America  went 
to  London  and  to  Paris  to  enter  into  pre- 
liminary conferences  with  other  groups  of 
labor  representatives  to  bring  about  an  al- 
lied convention  at  Paris. 

"At  a  labor  meeting  held  in  London  in  Sep- 
tember. 1918,  an  agreement  was  reached  that 
as  soon  as  possible  after  peace  was  de- 
clared in  Europe  there  should  be  a  conference 
called  of  the  labor  representatives  of  tne 
inter-allied  countries  and  America,  to  be  con- 
vened at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  ofll- 
cial  Peace  Conference.  A  group  of  men 
principally  interested  in  their  several  poUtl- 
eal  parties  arranged  for  a  conference  at 
Berne,  Switserland.  and  at  the  same  time  as- 
sumed to  can,  without  authority,  a  labor  con- 
vention to  be  hdd  at  Berne  concurrently  with 
the  political  convention.  This  situation  bcH 
coming  known  to  the  American  labor  dde- 
gation,  the  members  of  it  sought  a  oonferenoe 
with  the  representatives  of  organised  labor  in 
Great  Britain  in  London  and  invited  the 
French  labor  representatives  to  attend.  In 
this  way  the  American  delegates  expected 
to  bring  about  a  convention  at  Paris,  where 
the  ofllcial  Peace  Conference  is  now  in  session, 
which  action  would  not  only  be  in  accord 
with  the  decision  reached  at  London  last 
September,  but  in  fuU  accord  with  the  ac- 
tion of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  at  several  conven- 
tions in  which  it  was  decided  to  send  repre- 
sentatives at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the 
official  Peace  Commissioners  would  be  in  ses- 
sion. This  action,  as  weO  as  the  decision  of 
the  London  convention  last  Septembiir.  was 
primarily  and  chiefly  prearranged  in  order  to 
bring  all  possible  influence  upon  the  Peace 
Commissioners  and,  in  a  general  way,  to  in- 
corporate i»  their  conclusions  conditions  rep- 
resentative of  organised  labor,  which  it  was 
expected  would  be  of  benefit,  not  only  to 
the  workers  in  the  allied  countries  and  In 
America,  but  also  similarly  to  all  workers 
throughout  Europe,  and  in  a  very  sreat  meas- 
ure thereby  influencing  progressive  and  just 
policies  to  all  the  workers  of  the  world. 

"A  conference  was  held  in  London  between 
the  American  delegates  and  the  Parliamen- 
tary Committee  of  the  British  Trades  Union 
<3ongress  at  which  information  was  given 
that  the  French  labor  representatives  above 
referred  to  deemed  it  not  necessary  for  them 
to  visit  the  London  conference,  because  the 
American  and  British  labor  representatives, 
would  be  immediately  in  France  and  at  Paris, 
at  which  time  the  conference  which  had  been 
suggested  to  be  held  in  London  could  be 
convened,  perhaps  informally,  but  with  the 
hope  of  arriving  at  a  course  of  procedure 
which  would  be  mutually  satisfactory  to  or^ 
ganised  labor  as  represented  by  the  three 
groups  of  ddegates. 

"Several  conferences  were  held  at  Paris,  but 
owing  to  some  misunderstanding  about  when 
the  Paris  conferences  would  be  held  the  British 
representatives  did  not  attend.  Instead  they 
sent  a  letter  indicating  their  friendliness  to 
the  purposes  of  the  meeting.  At  the  London 
and  Paris  conferences  it  was  evident  that 
the   British   and   French   representatives    had 
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already  concluded  to  attend  the  Berne  con- 
ference above  referred  to.  althooffh  admitting 
the  irregular  course  pursued  in  calling  it." 

"The  American  delegation  thus  ascertained 
that  the  purpose  of  meeting  at  Berne  was 
because  delegates  from  the  countries  of  the 
central  powers  had  been  invited  and  would 
also  be  present,  and  that  the  main  reason 
for  meeting  at  Berne  was  for  the  purpose 
of  arranging  socialist  procedure  of  an  inter- 
national character.  Berne  had  been  se- 
lected as  the  place  of  meeting  owing  to  peace 
terms  not  yet  being  prepared  and  signed,  and 
it  would  not  therefore  have  been  diplomatically 
proper  nor  advisable  to  have  had  German, 
Auistrian  and  Bulgarian  delegates  at  a  meet- 
ing held  in  Paris.  In  additon  to  this  the 
American  delegation  considered  that  if  such 
a  convention  hoped  to  have  influence  with 
the  official  Peace  Commissioners  now  in  ses- 
sion at  Paris  that  purpose  would  not  be  en- 
hanced:  in  fact,  might  largely  be  hampered 
if  labor  conditions  and  provisions  were  sub- 
mitted to  them  in  which  labor  delegates  rep- 
resenting the  countries  which  had  compos- 
ed the  central  powers  in  the  war  partici- 
pated, for  it  would  have  been  obvious  that 
the  proposals  submitted  were  largely  "Ger- 
man made." 

"The  Berne  conferences  were  originally 
proposed  as  conferences  of  citisens  of  the 
allied  countries.  By  a  device  that  we  can  not 
approve  this  purpose  was  covertly  altered  so 
as  to  include  delegates  of  the  nations  with 
which  our  countries  were  and  technically  are 
still  at  war.  While,  therefore,  the  official 
Peace  Conference  is  in  session  and  before  it 
has  adniitted  to  participation  therein  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Teutonic  powers,  it  was  pro- 
posed that  we  should  sit  side  by  side  and  face 
to  face  with  such  representatives,  call  them 
comrades  and  in  this  public  way  condone  the 
hideous  and  unforgettable  crimes  against  nu- 
manity  and  democracy  committed  by  their  na- 
tions. This,  for  the  present,  we  declined 
to  do." 

The  peace  deliberations  are  based  upon 
the  program  of  meeting  delegates  from  the 
central  powers  only  after  the  Allies  and  the 
United  States  have  agreed  among  them- 
selves and  are  in  accord  as  to  the  terms  to 
be  insisted  upon  at  the  peace  table.  The 
commissions  representing  the  Allies  and  the 
United  States  and  the  other  countries 
interested  are  now  in  session  in  Paris,  and 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  logical  course,  and 
we  are  so  instructed  by  several  conventions 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  present  Labor's  de- 
mands at  this  time  and  place.  Labor  of  the 
central  empires  has  the  same  equal  right 
to  present  their  demands  to  the  commis- 
sion which  will  represent  them  at  the  peace 
toble. 

"Had  we  overlooked  the  irregular  manner 
of  calling  the  Berne  conference  and  the  fact 
that  it  is  called  to  be  held  in  a  neutral,  in- 
stead of  an  allied  country,  and  decided  to 
go  to  Berne,  where  would  the  commissions 
of  the  Allies  and  the  United  States  get  a 
truly  bona  flde  statement  of  the  Allied  and 
American  labor  demands?  We  declare  the 
Berne  conference  to  be  irregular  in  concep- 
tion and  we  can  conceive  of  no  good  which 
will  result  from  our  attendance. 

"For  these  reasons  the  American  labor 
delegation  concluded  not  to  participate  in 
the  Berne  conventions.  The  Belgian  labor 
delegation  abo  concluded  not  to  attend.  In 
order,  however,  te  be  as  useful  and  as  con- 
structive as  possible,  the  American  delega- 
tion proposed  that  a  convention  be  yet  held 


in  Paris  at  the  earliest  possible  date  of  the 
labor  delegation  firom  America  and  repre- 
sentatives of  organized  labor  of  the  aUied 
countries.  This  was  approved  by  the  Bel- 
gian delegates  and  may  yet  be  held,  for 
there  is  nothing  the  representatives  of  or- 
ganized labor  of  America  and  of  the  Allies 
need  to  go  to  a  neutral  country  to  discuss. 
Besides,  such  action  would  be.  as  already 
stated,  in  accordance  with  the  original 
course  mapped  out.  This  would  abo  afford 
opportunity  from  time  to  time  to  take  ac- 
tion while  such  a  convention  was  in  session 
in  Paris  to  present  to  the  official  Peace 
Commissioners  at  close  range  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  inter-allied  delegates  thus  in 
session  at  Paris. 

"The  delegation  from  America  is  not  en- 
tirely opposed  to  going  into  conference  with 
delegates  from  the  countries  of  the  central 
powers,  but  they  believe  the  present  is  not 
an  appropriate  time  to  do  so,  and  that  when 
the  Peace  Commissioners  have  so  far  pro- 
ceeded with  their  deliberations  that  they 
can  invite  the  representatives  of  the  centra] 
powers  to  sit  with  them  and  to  sign  the 
terms,  would,  instead,  be  the  opportune 
time,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible,  to 
hold  a  great  general  labor  convention  for 
the  purpose  of  a  better  understanding  and 
for  arranging  methods  of  procedure  which 
would  be  of  benefit,  not  only  throughout 
America  and  Europe,  but  to  the  whole 
world. 

"For  the  present  the  American  delegates 
prefer  to  officially  meet  and  transact  busi- 
ness with  representatives  of  labor  from  the 
countries  which  had  to  defend  themselves 
against  the  ruthlessness  of  imperial  Ger- 
many, and  in  which  inhuman  procedure 
there  is  ample  evidence  of  the  socialist  and 
labor  representatives,  particularly  of  Gerw 
many,  having  almost  unitedly  supported 
the  German  war  activities  and  atrocities. 
The  American  proposition  to  hold  an  inter- 
allied conference  of  the  representative  of 
organized  labor  is  now  before  groups  of 
union  representatives  of  the  alli^  coun- 
tries and  it  is  hoped  and  expected  that  as 
soon  as  a  full  interchange  of  views  has 
taken  place  among  the  representatives  of 
these  countries,  the  proposition  of  the 
American  delegation  will  be  accepted. 

"In  the  meantime,  in  accordance  with  the 
action  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  ito  delegates  now 
in  Paris  will  hold  conferences  from  time  to 
time  with  the  official  Peace  Commissioners 
of  America  for  the  purpose  of  general  un- 
derstanding and  BO  that,  through  these  com- 
missioners the  essential  and  progressive 
principles  of  organized  labor  will  be  fully 
submitted  to  the  official  Peace  Conference." 

After  several  conferences  with  representa- 
tives of  the  Belgian  Federation  of  Labor  in 
Paris,  upon  their  invitation  we  went  by 
automobile  to  Brussels,  Belgium,  which  af- 
forded the  opportunity  en  route  to  view  the 
wanton  destruction  and  devastation  wrought 
in  Northern  France  and  Belgium  by  the  in- 
vading  German    Army. 

A  conference  was  held  with  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Belgian  Federation  of 
Labor  at  the  Palace  Hotel,  Brusseb,  Febru- 
ary 16.  After  welcoming  us,  and  express- 
ing their  pleasure  at  our  visit,  the  Berne 
conference  was  discussed  at  some  length, 
particularly  the  action  providing  for  the 
convocation  of  an  international  trade  union 
conference  some  time  in  May.  The  Bel- 
gians reiterated  that  they  were  ready  at 
any  time  to  meet  in  an  inter-allied  conference 
at   Paris,   but  that  they   did    not  faver  an 
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international  conference  nntil  after  an  inter- 
allied conferencf  had  first  been  held.  It 
was  asreed  that  upon  the  return  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  delegation  to  Paris,  an  leffort 
ahould  be  made,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Confederation  Generale  du  Travial,  to  call 
a  conference  of  the  labor  representatives  of 
all  the  allied  nations,  the  Belgians  sivinff 
assurance  that  if  such  a  conference  could 
be  arranged  they  would  be  present. 

Upon  our  return  to  Paris  the  question  of 
holding  a  conference  of  the  labor  repre- 
sentatives of  the  allied  countries  in  Paris 
at  an  early  date  was  again  discussed  and  a 
committee  of  two  from  our  delegation,  con- 
sisting of  Vice-Presidents  Duncan  and  Al- 
pine, was  authorized  and  directed  to  confer 
with  the  Executive  of  the  Confederation 
Generale  du  Travail  with  the  end  in  view  of 
having  such  a  conference  called.  An  agree- 
ment was  reached  and  the  call  was  issued 
for  March  8  to  labor  representatives  of 
England,  France,  Belgium,  Italy  and  the 
United  States. 

At  the  time  set  for  the  meeting,  however, 
only  the  French  and  American  delegations 
were  present.  A  communiction  was  read 
from  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
British  Trade  Union  Congress,  explaining 
that  they  had  not  received  the  invitation  in 
sufficient  time  to  arrange  passport  difficul- 
ties ;  also,  a  letter  from  the  General  Feder- 
ation of  Trade  Unions  of  Enji^and,  explaining 
why  they  could  not  be  represented.  Secre- 
tary Jouhaux  explained  that  the  Italian  del- 
egation had  been  delayed  and  could  not  ar- 
rive on  time.  We  later  learned  that  the 
Belgian  delegation  was  unavoidably  delayed 
on  account  of  transportation  difficulties,  but 
upon  their  arrival  the  following  Monday 
morning  they  approved  of  what  had  been 
done. 

Secretary  Jouhaux  explained  that  he  and 
Oudegeest  of  Holland  had  been  authorized 
by  the  Berne  conference  to  arrange,  for  the 
calling  of  an  international  trade  union  con- 
ference at  an  early  date,  preferably  in  May, 
at  Amsterdam,  Holland.  We  explained  that 
it  was  absolutely  essential  that  our  ddega- 
tion  return  to  America  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  that  upon  our  return  our  duties  would  re- 
quire our  attention  for  some  time,  not  only 
in  connection  with  our  own  organizations,  but 
in  connection  with  the  convention  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  in  June.  It  would  therefore  be  im- 
possiUe  to  attend  a  conference  in  April,  lAay 
or  June,  or  to  return  to  the  United  States  and 
have  another  delegation  come  to  Europe  dur- 
ing those  months. 

We  therefore  suggested  two  possibilities: 

August  or  September,  when  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  Fraternal  delegates  to  the  British  Trade 
Union  Congress  could  attend  a  conference  in 
Europe  or 

October,  in  Washington,  D.  C,  at  which 
time  and  place  the  first  meeting  of  the  con- 
ference created  by  the  Conmiission  on  In- 
ternational  Labor   Legislation   would   be   held. 

Mr.  Jouhaux  gave  as  the  principal  reason 
for  desiring  to  hold  the  conference  promptly 
the  necessity  of  Labor  giving  expression  to  its 
views  on  the  propositions  affecting  Labor  de- 
cided by  the  Peace  Conference.  He  stated 
however,  that  in  about  ten  days  he  would 
meet  with  Mr.  Oudegeest  for  the  purpose  of 
discussing  preliminary  arrangements  for  tne 
conference  aiui  that  he  would  make  known 
our  views,  and  even  if  it  was  decided  to  hold 
a  conference  in  May,  another  international 
conference  might  be  held  in  October. 


In  the  meantime,  while  the  Berne  confer- 
enee  was  refusing  to  condemn  the  Bolsheviki, 
failing  to  fix  the  war  responsibility  upon  tlie 
Germans  or  to  renaove  the  International  Sec- 
retariat from  Berlin,  and  declaring  for  an 
impossible  international  inper-parliament,  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  delegation  remained  at  Pans 
in  close  touch  with  the  Peaoe  Commissioners. 
Conferences  were  held  with  President  WOson 
and  the  American  Commission  to  Negotiate 
Peace  and  the  Just  hopes  and  aspirations  of 
the  working  people  were  presented  and  ex- 
plained. We  also  made  known  our  reafons 
for  refusing  to  attend  the  Berne  conference 
and  our  position  in  the  matter  was  approved 
by  the  President  and  the  American  Conunis- 
sioners. 

A  draft  covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations 
was  the  first  document  presented  to  the  public 
by  the  Peace  Conference.  In  this  draft  or 
the  covenant  the  labor  question  was  dealt  with 
in  Article  XX,  as  foUows: 

"The  High  Contracting  Parties  will  en- 
deavor to  secure  and  maintain  fair  and  hu- 
mane conditions  of  labor  for  men,  women 
and  children,  both  in  their  own  countries  and 
in  all  countries  to  which  their  industrial  and 
commercial  relations  extend:  and  to  that  end 
agree  to  establish  as  part  of  the  organi- 
zation of  the  League  of  Nations  a  perma- 
nent   Bureau   of   Labor." 

In  reportng  the  draft  covenant  to  the 
Peace  Conference,   President  Wilson  said: 

*'It  is  not  in  contemplation  that  this  should 
be  merely  a  league  to  secure  the  peace  of  the 
world.  It  is  a  league  which  can  be  used  for 
cooperation  in  any  international  matter.  This 
is  the  significance  of  the  provision  introduced 
concerning  labor.  There  are  many  ameliora- 
tions of  labor  condtions  which  can  be  effected 
by  conference  and  discussion." 

Lord  Robert  Cecil,  after  stating  that  tne 
problem  before  the  conference  was  to  devise 
some  really  effective  means  of  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  world  consistent  with  the  least 
possible  interference  with  national  sover- 
eignty, said: 

'*I  do  not  regard  the  clause  which  deals 
with  labor  as  any  such  interference,  '^^  ^^  ^^ 
quite  certain  that  no  real  progress  in  amelio- 
rating the  condition  of  labor  can  be  hoped  for 
except  by  international  agreement.  Therefore, 
although  the  conditions  of  labor  in  a  coun- 
try are  a  matter  of  internal  concern,  yet  un- 
der the  conditions  under  which  we  now  live, 
that  is  not  so  in  truth,  and  bad  conditions  or 
labor  in  one  country  operate  with  fatal 
effect  in  depressing  conditions  of  labor  in 
another." 

Mr.  George  N.  Barnes,  labor  representa- 
tive on  the  British  Peace  Conmiission,  ex- 
pressed himself  as  foUows: 

"Hitherto,  nations  have  endeavored  to  pro- 
tect themsdves  against  low-paid  labor  by 
the  imposition  of  tariff  barriers.  I  hope  we 
shall,  in  the  future,  under  the  authority  of 
the  League  of  Nations  seek  and  find  a  better 
way  of  abolishing  low-paid  labor  altoy^ether. 
We  hope  to  raise  life  and  labor  from  the  mere 
struggle  for  bread  on  to  higher  levels  of  jus- 
tice and  humanity." 

To  give  effect  to  Article  XX,  on  January  26, 
1919,  the  Supreme  Allied  Council  at  Paris 
created  the  Commission  on  International 
Labor  Legislation  to  deal  with  the  all-im- 
portant economic,  sociological  and  human 
problems  of  peace  and  reconstruction,  and 
President  Gompers  was  appointed  one  of  tbe 
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d«lesatet  to  represent  the  United  States.  At 
the  first  session  of  this  international  oommis- 
sion  a  ffreat  honor  was  bestowed  upon  Presi- 
dcmt  Gompers  and  the  American  labor  move- 
ment as  represented  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  by 
unanimously  dectins  him  President  of  the 
Commission.  The  only  representative  labor 
man  on  the  commission,  a  ffreat  majority  of 
the  time  Mr.  Oompers  found  himself  in  the 
minority,  insisting  upon  and  iUrhtinff  for  the 
riffhts  and  interests  of  the  toiling  masses. 
However,  after  thirty-five  strenuous  sessions 
and  numerous  advisory  consultations  with  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  delegation,  results  were  achieved 
which  were  acknowledged  to  be  of  a  practical 
and  constructive  character,  and  a  glorious 
advance  in  Labor's  triumphant  struggle  for 
the  new  concept  and  a  better  understanding 
between  man  and  man  and  nation  and  nation. 

The  commission  drew  up  its  conclusions  in 
two  parts: 

First:  A  draft  convention  creating  a  per^ 
manent  organisation  for  international  labor 
legislation. 

Second:  What  is  known  as  the  "Labor 
Clauses'*  or  "Labor's  Bill  of  Rights,"  consist- 
ing of  nine  essentially  fundamental  principles 
proposed  for  insertion  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

The  draft  convention,  slightly  amended, 
and  the  report  of  the  commission,  as.  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  plenary  session  of  the 
Peace  Conference,  April  11,  191t.  are  printed 
below  in  full: 

Report  of  the  CommiBBion  on  International 
Labour  Logidation, 

"The  Commission  on  Internationa]  Labour 
Legislation  was  appointed  by  the  Supreme 
Allied  Council  on  the  81st  of  January,  1919. 
consisting  of  two  representatives  of  each  of 
the  Great  Powers  and  five  representatives  of 
each  of  the  other  Powers.  The  terms  of  refer- 
ence were  as  follows: 

"  'That  a  Commission,  composed  of  two 
representatives  apiece  from  the  five  Great 
Powers,  and  five  representativs  to  be  elected  by 
the  other  Powers  represented  at  the  Peaoe 
Conference,  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
conditions  of  emplojrment  from  the  interna- 
tional aspect,  and  to  consider  the  international 
means  necessary  to  secure  common  action  on 
matters  affecting  conditions  of  employment, 
and  to  recommend  the  form  of  a  permanent 
agency  to  continue  such  inquiry  and  con- 
sideration in  co-operation  with  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  League  of  Nations.* 

"The  Commission  was  composed  as  follows: 

United  Statee  of  America — ^Mr.  Samud 
Gompers,  President  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor ;  Mr.  A.  N.  Hurley,  President  of 
the  American  Shipping  Board.  (Substitutes: 
Mr.  H.  M.  Robinson,  Mr.  J.  T.  ShotwelL) 

The  British  Empire — The  Right  Honour- 
able G.  N.  Barnes.  M.  P.,  Member  of  the  War 
Cabinet.  (Substitute:  Mr.  H.  B.  Butler. 
C.  B..  Assistont  Secretary.  Ministry  of  La- 
bour.) Sir  Malcolm  Ddevingne.  K.  C.  B., 
Assistant  Under-Secretary  of  State.  Home 
Office. 

France — ^M.  (}olliard.  Minister  of  Labour, 
(Substitute:  M.  Arthur  Fontaine.  Counsellor 
of  State,  Director  of  Labour.)  M.  Loucheur, 
Minister  of  Industrial  Reconstruction.  (Sub- 
stitute: M.  Leon  Jouhaux,  General  Secretary 
of  the  Confederation  («enerale  du  Travail.) 

Italif — Baron  Mayor  des  Planches.  Hon. 
Ambassador,  Commissioner  (General  for  Im- 
migration. Mr.  Cabrini,  Deputy.  (Substi- 
tute:   Mr.  Coletti.) 


Japan — ^Mr.  Otchiai,  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  H.  M.  The  Em- 
peror of  Japan  at  The  Hague.  Mr.  (Mca, 
formerly  Director  of  Commercial  and  Indus- 
trial Affairs  at  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Commerce. 

Belgium — ^Mr.  Vandervelde,  Minister  of  Jus- 
tice and  of  State.  (Substitute:  Mr.  La 
Fontaine,  Senator.)  Mr.  Mahaim,  Professor 
at  Liege  University,  Secretary  to  the  Belgian 
Section  of  the  Association  for  the  Legal  Pro- 
tection  of  Workmen. 

Cuba — ^Bftr.  De  Bustemante,  ProfsMor  at 
Havana  University.  (Substitute:  Mr.  Raphael 
Martinez  Ortix,  Minister  Plenipotentiary.)  Mr. 
De  Blanck,  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

Poland — 0>unt  Zoltowski,  Member  of  the 
Polish  National  0>mmittee,  afterwards  re- 
placed by  Mr.  Stanislas  Patek.  Counsellor  of 
the  Board  of  Cassation.  (Substitute:  Mr. 
Francois  Sokal,  Director-General  of  Labour.) 

Ceecho-^novak  Republie—'Mr.  Benes,  Minis- 
ter for  Forei^  Aflrairs,  afterwards  replaced 
by  Mr.  Rudolph  Bros. 

"The  Commission  has  held  thirty-five  meet- 
ings, and  has  drawn  up  its  conclusions  in  two 
parts.  The  first  is  a  draft  convention  con- 
taining provisions  for  the  establishment  of  a 
permanent  organization  for  international 
labour  legislation,  since  such  an  organisation 
seemed  essential  for  its  promotion.  This 
convention,  which  was  based  on  a  draft  pre- 
sented by  the  British  Delegation,  has  been 
the  subject  of  the  most  careful  examination 
and  discussion.  The  first  part  of  this  report 
may  conveniently  take  the  form  of  a  commen- 
tary thereon.  The  second  part  of  the  Com- 
mission's conclusions  is  in  the  form  of  dauses 
containing  declarations  of  principle  in  regard 
to  a  number  of  matters  which  are  of  vital 
importance  to  the  labour  workl.  At  the  open- 
ing sittings,  the  various  Delegations  agreed 
on  the  need  for  such  declarations,  which  the 
Commission  suggests  should  be  induded  in 
the  Treaty  of  Peace,  in  order  that  it  may  mark 
not  only  the  dose  of  the  period  which  culmi- 
nated in  the  world  war,  but  also  the  bcsinidng 
of  a  better  social  order  and  the  birth  of  a  new 
civilisation. 


Part  L 


Permanent  OrganigaUon 
Preamble 


"The  main  idea  underlying  the  scheme  em- 
bodied in  the  Convention  is  that  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  League  of  Nations  will  not  provide 
a  real  solution  of  the  troubles  which  have  b^ 
set  the  world  in  the  past,  and  will  not  even 
be  able  to  diminate  the  seeds  of  international 
strife,  unless  it  provides  a  remedy  for  the 
industrial  evils  and  injustices  which  mar  the 
present  state  of  society.  In  proposing,  there- 
fore, to  establish  a  permanent  organization 
in  oMer  to  adjust  labour  conditions  by  inters 
national  action,  the  Commission  fdt  that  it 
was  taking  an  indispensable  step  towards  the 
achievement  of  the  objects  of  the  League  of 
Nations  and  has  given  expression  to  this  idea 
in  the  Preamble,  which  defines  the  objects 
and  scope  of  the  proposed  organization." 

Chapter  L 

"Chapter  I  provides  the  machinery  of  the 
permanent  organization  proposed.  In  the 
first  place,  it  is  stipulated  (Artide  1)  that 
participation  in  this  orgnization  shall  be  a 
condition  of  membership  of  the  League  of 
Nations,  since  every  State  Member  of  the 
League  is  morally  bound  to  accept  the  princi- 
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pies  let  forth  in  the  Preamble,  if  it  has  really 
at  heart  the  promotion  of  the  caoM  of  jnstioa 
and  humanity." 

"The  organization  itself  Is  divided  into  two 
parts:  (1)  The  International  Labour  Confer- 
ence; (2)  The  International  Labour  Office 
controlled  by  a  Government  Body.  (Article 
2.)" 

1.    Intematumdl   Labour   Conference 

"This  Conference  will  meet  at  least  annually 
and  will  consist  of  delegates  nominated  by 
each  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties,  two  of 
whom  will  be  directly  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  other  two  will  be  chosen 
in  agreement  with  the  industrial  organisa- 
tions  representative  of  their  employers  and 
workpeople  respectively.      (Article  8.)" 

"Each  delegate  will  vote  individuaUy  (Arti- 
cle 4).  It  was  strongly  felt  by  the  Commis- 
sion that  if  the  Conference  was  really  to  be 
representative  of  all  those  concerned  with  in- 
dustry and  to  command  their  confidence,  the 
employers  and  workpeople  must  be  allowed  to 
express  their  views  with  complete  frankness 
and  freedom,  and  that  a  departure  from  the 
traditional  procedure  of  voting  by  national 
units  was  therefore  necessary.  It  was  ac- 
cordingly thought  that  the  employers'  and 
workpeople's  delegates  should  be  entitled  to 
speak  and  vote  independently  of  their  Govern- 
ments." 

"Some  difference  of  opinion  made  itself  fdt 
on  the  Commission  as  to  the  rdative  numbers 
of  the  delegates  representing  the  Govern- 
ments, the  employers  and  the  workpeople 
respectively.  The  French,  American,  Italian 
and  Cuban  Delegations  contended  that  each 
of  these  three  parties  should  have  equal  voting 
power.  They  maintained  that  the  working 
classes  would  never  be  satisfied  with  a  repre- 
sentation which  left  the  (Sovernment  and  the 
employers  combined  in  a  majority  of  three  to 
th^  one.  In  other  words,  the  proposal 
amomited  to  giving  the  States  a  veto  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  Conference  which  would 
create  so  much  distrust  of  it  among  the  work- 
ers, that  its  influence  would  be  seriously  preju- 
diced from  the  start.  This  vtew  was  con- 
tested by  the  British,  Belgian  and  other  Dele- 
gationa,  who  pointed  out  that  as  the  Confer- 
ence was  not  simply  an  assembly  for  the  pur- 
pose of  passing  resolutions,  but  would  draw 
up  draft  conventions  which  the  States  would 
have  to  present  to  their  legislative  authorities, 
it  was  essential  that  the  Governments  should 
have  at  least  an  equal  voice.  Otherwise,  it 
might  often  happen  that  conventions  adopted 
by  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  Conference 
would  be  rejected  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
various  states,  which  would  have  the  eifect  of 
rendering  the  proceedings  of  the  0>nference 
nugatory  and  would  quickly  destroy  its  in- 
fluence and  prestige.  The  adoption  of  a  pro- 
posal to  which  the  majority  of  the  (Sovem- 
ments  were  opposed  would  not  leeA  to  any 
practical  result,  as  the  legislative  authorities 
of  the  Government  whose  delegates  were  in 
the  minority  would  in  all  probability  refuse 
to  accept  it.  Moreover,  it  was  likely,  especially 
in  the  future,  that  the  Grovemment  delegates 
would  vote  more  often  with  the  workers  than 
against  them.  If  this  were  so,  it  was  obvi- 
ously to  the  advantage  of  the  latter  that  the 
Governments  should  have  two  votes  instead 
of  one,  as  it  would  render  it  easier  for  them  to 
obtain  a  two-thirds  majority,  which  under  the 
Franco-American  proi>osal  would  be  practi- 
esUy  impossible  if  the  employers  voted  in  a 
body  against  them." 


"The  Commission  finally  decided  by  a  nar- 
row majority  to  maintain  the  proposal  that 
each  Government  should  have  two  delegates." 

"The  Italian  Delegation,  which  united  with 
the  French  Delegation  in  urging  the  impor- 
tance of  securing  representation  for  agricid- 
tuial  interests,  were  to  some  extent  reconcfled 
to  the  above  decision  by  the  consideration  that, 
as  the  Government  would  have  two  ddegates, 
it  would  be  easier  to  secure  such  representa- 
tion. It  should  also  be  observed  that,  as  dif- 
ferent technical  advisers  may  be  appointed  for 
each  subject  of  discussion,  agricultural  ad- 
visers may  be  selected,  when  necessary." 

2.  International    Labour    Office.     (Articlee 
6    to    18.) 

"This  Office  wiU  be  estoUished  at  the  seat 
of  the  League  of  Nations,  as  part  of  its 
administrative  organisation.  It  will  be  con- 
trolled by  a  Governing  Body  of  24  members, 
the  composition  of  which  Is  provided  for  m 
the  Protocol  to  Article  7.  Like  the  Confer- 
ence, the  Governing  Body  will  consist  of 
representatives  of  the  Governments,  employ- 
ers and  work  people.  It  will  include  12 
representatives  of  the  Govemmenis,  8  of 
whom  will  be  nominated  by  the  States'  of 
chief  industrial  importance,  and  the  remain- 
ing 12  will  consist  of  six  members  nominated 
by  the  employers'  delegates  to  the  (Conference 
and  6  nominated  by  the  workers'  delegates. 
The  objects  and  functions  of  the  Office  are 
sufficiently  explained  in  the  Articles  referreo 
to." 

CHAPTER  11, 
1.     Procedure   (Articlee  14  to  21.) 

"This  portion  of  the  Convention  eontatns 
one  Article  of  vital  importance,  nunely. 
Article  10,  which  treats  of  the  obligationa  of 
the  States  ooncemed  in  regard  to  the  adop- 
tion and  ratification  of  draft  conventions 
agreed  upon  by  the  International  Confer- 
ence." 

"The  original  draft  proposed  that  any  draft 
convention  tudapted  by  the  Conference  by  a 
two-thirds  majority  mist  be  ratified  by  every 
State  participating,  unless  within  one  year 
the  national  legblature  should  have  express- 
ed its  disapproval  of  the  draft  convention. 
This  implied  an  obligation  on  ev«ry  State  to 
submit  any  draft  convention  approved  by  the 
(Conference  to  its  national  legislature  within 
one  year,  whether  its  own  Grovemment  rep- 
resentatives had  voted  in  favour  of  its  adop- 
tion or  not.  This  provision  was  inspired  by 
the  belief  that  although  the  time  had  not 
yet  come  when  anything  in  the  nature  of  an 
international  legislature,  whose  decisions 
should  be  binding  on  the  dilferent  States  was 
possible,  yet  it  was  essential  for  the  prog^ 
ress  of  international  labour  legislation  to  re- 
quire the  Ciovemments  to  give  their  national 
legislatiu'es  the  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  opinion  on  the  measures  favoured  by  a 
two-third  majority  of  the  Labour  Coi^er- 
ence." 

"The  French  and  Italian  Delegations,  on 
the  other  hand,  desired  that  States  should  be 
under  an  obligation  to  ratify  conventions  so 
adopted  whether  their  legislative  authorities 
approved  them  or  not,  subject  to  a  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  LcAgue 
of  Nations.  The  (Council  might  invite  tbe 
Conference  to  reconsider  its  decisions  and  in 
the  event  of  its  being  reaffirmed  there  woi;dd 
be  no  further  right  of  appeal." 
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"Other  delegationa,  thoush  not  unsympa^ 
thetie  to  the  hope  expressed  in  the  first 
resolution  (printed  at  the  end  of  the  draft 
convention),  that  in  coarse  of  time  the  La- 
bour Conference  miffht,  through  the  growth 
of  the  spirit  of  intemationality  acquire  the 
powers  of  a  truly  legislative  international 
assembly,  felt  that  the  time  for  such  devel- 
opment was  not  yet  ripe.  If  an  attempt 
were  made  at  this  stase  to  .deprive  States 
of  a  larare  measure  of  their  sovereignty  in 
regard  to  labour  legislation,  the  result  would 
be  that  a  considerable  number  of  States 
would  either  refuse  to  accept  the  present 
convention  altogether,  or  if  they  accepted 
it,  would  subsequently  denounce  it,  and 
might  even  prefer  to  resign  their  member- 
ship of  the  League  of  Nations  rather  than 
jeopardise  their  national  economic  position 
by  being  obliged  to  carry  out  the  decisions 
of  the  International  Labour  Conference.  The 
majority  of  the  Commission  therefore  de- 
cided in  favor  of  making  ratification  of  a 
convention  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
national  legislatures  or  other  competent  au- 
thorities. 

**The  American  Delegation,  however,  found 
themsdves  unable  to  accept  the  obligations 
implied  in  the  British  draft  on  account  of 
the  limitations  imposed  on  the  central  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative  powers  by  the  con- 
stitution of  certain  federal  States  and  nota- 
bly of  the  United  States  themselves.  They 
pointed  out  that  the  Federal  Government 
could  not  accept  the  obligation  to  ratify 
conventions  doling  with  matters  within 
the  competence  of  the  48  States  of  the 
Union  with  which  the  power  of  labour  legis- 
lation for  the  most  part  rested.  Further, 
the  Federal  Government  could  not  guaran- 
tee that  the  constituent  States,  even  if  they 
passed  the  necessary  legislation  to  give  ef- 
fect to  a  convention,  would  put  it  into 
effective  operation,  nor  could  it  provide 
against  the  possibility  of  such  legislation 
being  declared  unconstitutional  by  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Authorities.  The  Govern- 
ment could  not  therefore  engage  to  do 
something  which  was  not  within  their  power . 
to  perform,  and  the  non-performance  of 
which  would  render  them  liable  to  com- 
plaint. 

"The  Commission  felt  that  they  were  here 
faced  by  a  serious  dilemma,  which  tnreaten- 
ed  to  make  the  establishment  of  any  real 
system  of  international  labour  legislation  im- 
possible. On  the  one  hand,  its  range  and 
effectiveness  would  be  almost  fittally  limited 
if  a  country  of  such  industrial  importance 
as  the  United  States  did  not  participate. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  scheme  were  so 
weakened  as  to  impose  no  obligation  on 
States  to  give  effect  to,  or  even  to  bring 
before  their  legislative  authorities,  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Labour  Conference,  it  was 
clear  that  its  work  would  tend  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  mere  passage  of  resolutions 
instead  of  resulting  in  the  promotion  of 
social  reforms  with  the  sanction  of  law 
behind    them. 

"The  Commission  spent  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  in  attempting  to  devise  a 
way  out  of  this  dilemma  and  is  glad  to  be 
able  to  record  that  it  ultimately  succeeded 
in  doing  so.  Article  19  as  now  drafted 
represents  a  solution  found  by  a  Sub-Com- 
mission consisting  of  representatives  of  the 
American,  British  and  Belgian  Delegations 
specially  appointed  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion. It  provides  that  the  decisions  of  the 
Labour  Conference  may  take  the  form  either 


of  recommendations  or  of  draft  conventions. 
Either  must  be  deposited  vdth  the  Secre- 
tary-General of  the  League  of  Nations  and 
each  State  undertakes  to  bring  it  within  one 
year  before  its  competent  authorities  for 
the  enactment  of  legislation  or  other  action. 
If  no  legislation  or  other  action  to  make  a 
recommendation  effeetive  follows*  or  if  a 
draft  convention  fails  to  obtain  the  con- 
sent of  the  competent  authorities  concerned, 
no  further  obligation  will  rest  on  the  State 
in  question.  In  the  case  of  a  Federal  State, 
however,  whose  power  to  enter  into  conven- 
tions on  labour  matters  is  subject  to  limita- 
tions, its  Government  may  treat  a  draft  con- 
vention to  which  such  limitations  apply  as  a 
recommendation  only. 

"The  Commission  felt  that  there  might  in 
any  event  be  instances  in  which  the  form  of 
a  recommendation  affirming  a  principle 
would  be  more  suitable  than  that  of  a  draft 
convention,  which  must  necessarily  provide 
for  the  detailed  application  of  principles  in 
a  form  which  would  be  generally  applicable 
by  every  State  concerned.  SubJetts  will 
probably  come  before  the  Conference,  which 
owing  to  their  complexity  and  the  wide  dif- 
ferences in  the  circumstances  of  different 
countries  will  be  incapable  of  being  reduced 
to  any  universal  and  uniform  mode  of  ap- 
plication. In  such  cases  a  convention  might 
prove  impossible,  but  a  recommendation  of 
principles  in  more  or  less  detail  which  left 
the  individual  States  freedom  to  apply  it 
in  the  manner  best  suited  to  their  conditions 
would  undoubtedly  have  considerable  value. 

"The  exception  in  the  case  of  Federal 
States  is  of  greater  importance.  It  places 
the  United  States  and  other  States  which 
are  in  a  similar  position  under  a  less  degree 
of  obligation  than  other  States  in  regard 
to  draft  conventions.  But  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  exception  extends  only  to 
those  Federal  States  which  are  subject  to 
limitations  in  respect  of  their  treaty-making 
powers  on  labour  matters,  and  further  that 
it  only  extends  in  so  far  as  those  limita- 
tions apply  in  any  particuhir  case.  It  will 
not  apply  in  the  case  of  a  convention  to 
which  the  limitations  do  not  apply  or  after 
any  such  limitations  as  may  at  present 
exist  have  been  removed.  Though  reluctant 
to  contemplate  an  arrangement  under  which 
all  States  would  not  be  under  identical 
obligations,  the  Commission  felt  that  it  was 
impossible  not  to  recognize  the  constitu- 
tional difficulties  which  undoubtedly  existed 
in  the  case  of  certain  Federal  States,  and 
therefore  proposed  the  above  solution  as  the 
best  possible  in  the  circumstances. 

"Attention  should  be  drawn  to  the  protocol 
to  Article  19.  The  fear  was  expressed  that 
the  Article  might  be  interpreted  as  implying 
that  a  State  would  be  required  to  diminish 
the  protection  already  afforded  to  the  workers 
by  iU  legislation  as  a  result  of  the  adoption 
of  a  recommendation  or  draft  convention  by 
the  Conference;  and  in  consequence,  the  pro- 
tocol was  added  in  order  to  make  it  quite 
clear  that  such  an  interpretation  was  inaa- 
missible. 

"It  should  be  added  that  the  Japanese  Dele- 
gation abstained  from  voting  on  Article  19, 
as  thev  had  not  yet  received  instructions 
from  their  Government  in  the  matter.  The 
Italian  Delegation  also  abstained  on  the 
ground  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  powers  given 
to  the  Conference. 
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2.  Enforeement.     (ArtieUa  22  to  84.) 

"These  artielcfl  provide  machinery  whereby 
a  State  which  faUs  to  carry  out  its  obltga- 
tions  arising  under  Article  19,  or  which  fails 
to  enforce  a  convention  which  it  has  ratified, 
may  be  made  subject  to  economic  measures. 
This  machinery  is  briefly  as  follows: 

"An  industrial  association  of  employers  and 
workpeople  may  make  representations  to  the 
International  Labour  Office  which  the  Gov- 
erning Body  may  at  its  discretion  communi- 
cate to  the  State  complained  of  for  its  obser- 
vations. (Article  28.)  If  no  satisfactory  reply 
is  received,  the  Governing  Body  may  publish 
the  correspondence  (Article  24).  which  m 
moat  cases  will  probably  create  sufficient 
pressure  by  public  opinion  to  cause  the  con- 
dition to  be  remedied. 

"The  Governing  Body  also  has  the  power 
either  on  its  own  motion  or  on  receipt  ot 
a  complaint  from  a  <3ovemment  or  from  a 
ddesate  to  the  (inference  to  apply  to  the 
Seoretary-General  of  the  League  of  Nations 
to  nominate  a  commission  of  inquiry.  For  the 
purpose  of  such  inQuiries,  each  High  Con- 
traetintsr  Party  undertakes  to  nominate  one 
employer,  one  workman  and  one  person  of 
indn>endent  standing,  and  each  commission 
shall  consist  of  one  person  drawn  from  eacn 
of  these  tluree  categories.  (Articles  26  and 
26.)  The  Commission  will  report  on  tne 
facts,  recommend  the  steps  which  should  be 
taken  to  meet  the  complaint,  and  indicate 
the  eoonomic  measures,  if  any,  which  it  con- 
siders would  be  appropriate  in  the  event 
of  the  condition  complained  of  not  being 
remedied.      (Article  28.) 

"Appeal  may  be  made  to  the  Permanent 
Court  of  International  Justice  of  the  League 
of  Nations,  which  shall  have  power  to  re- 
view the  findings  of  the  Omimisslon. 
(Articles  29  to  82.)  If  the  defaulting  State 
fails  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  or  the  Permanent  Covat,  as  the 
case  may  be,  within  the  specified  time,  it  will 
then  be  open  to  the  other  States  to  take  the 
economic  measures  indicated  against  it. 
(ArUde  88.) 

"It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  procedure 
has  been  carefully  devised  in  order  to  avoid 
the  imposition  of  penalties,  except  in  the 
last  resort,  when  a  State  has  flagrantly  and 
persistently  refused  to  carry  out  its  obliga- 
tions under  a  oonvention.  It  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  it  will  seklom,  if  ever,  be  neces- 
sary to  bring  these  powers  into  operation,  but 
the  Commission  consider  that  the  fact  of  their 
existence  is  nevertheless  a  matter  of  almost 
vital     importance     to     the     success     of     the 


**The  representatives  of  the  working  classes 
in  some  countries  have  pressed  their  dde- 
gates  to  urge  more  drastic  provisions  in  re- 
gard to  penalties.  The  Commission  while 
taking  the  view  that  it  will  in  the  long  run 
be  preferaUe  as  well  as  more  effective  to 
resort  to  the  pressure  of  international  public 
opinion  rather  than  economic  measures,  never- 
theless considers  it  necessary  to  retain  the 
possibility  of  the  latter  in  the  background. 
If  all  forms  of  sanctions  were  removed,  the 
effectiveness  of  the  scheme,  and,  what  is 
almost  eqnaUy  important,  the  belief  in  its 
effectiveness,  would  be  in  a  great  measure 
destroyed." 

ChapUr    III 
(Un^ral 

"This  Chapter  does  not  call  for  much  com- 
ment, but  attention  should  perhaps  be  drawn 


to  the  provisions  of  Article  86  which  provide 
that  the  British  Dominion  and  India,  and 
any  colonies  or  possessions  of  any  State 
which  may  hereafter  be  recognized  as  fully 
self-governing  by  the  Executive  0>uncil  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  shall  have  the  same 
rights  and  obligations  under  the  convention 
as  if  they  were  separate  High  Contracting 
Parties.  It  seemed  evident  to  the  Commission 
that  colonies  which  were  fully  self-governing, 
not  only  as  regards  labour  legislation  but 
generally,  must  be  regarded  as  separate  en- 
tities for  the  purposes  of  the  Labour  Con- 
ference, but  it  was  decided  that  a  State  and 
its  self-governing  colonies  should  not  have 
more  than  one  seat  in  the  (3oveming  Body. 
In  the  case  of  colonies  which  are  not  fully 
self-governing,  the  mother  country  under- 
takes the  obligation  to  apply  labour  conven- 
tions to  them  unless  local  conditions  render 
it  impossible  to  apply  them  either  wholly 
or  in  part." 

Chapter   IV 
Transitory    Provisions 

"This  Chapter  provides  inter  alia  for  the 
holding  of  the  first  Conference  in  October, 
1919. 

"The  Commission  felt  it  was  essential  that 
the  Conference  should  meet  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment,  but  that  if  it  was  to  do  Its 
work  effectively,  some  time  must  be  allowed 
for  the  collection  of  information  and  for  the 
different  countries  to  prepare  their  views  on 
the  various  subjects  for  discussion.  The  0>n- 
ference  could,  therefore,  hardly  meet  earlier 
than  October.  In  the  schedule  to  Article  39, 
it  is  proposed  that  the  arrangement  for  this 
(inference  should  be  made  by  an  interna- 
tional committee — consisting  of  representatives 
of  the  States  named,  with  power  to  invite 
other  States  to  send  representatives,  if  nec- 
essary. It  is  suggested  that  the  United 
States  Government  might  be  willing  to  con- 
vene the  Conference  at  Washington,  and  tne 
(Commission  much  hopes  that  they  will  be 
willing  to  undertake  this  task.  It  is  also 
suggested  that  the  Peace  Conference  should 
approve  the  agenda  set  out  in  the  same 
schedule. 

"The  Italian  Delegation  proposed  that  all 
Nations  should  be  admitted  to  the  Conference 
immediately  after  the  signature  of  the  Peace 
Treaty,  but  the  Commission  confined  itself  to 
passing  the  second  resolution  attached  to  the 
draft  convention. 

"In  conclusion,  it  should  be  remarked  that 
after  a  long  discussion  on  the  question  of 
adopting  certain  measures  in  the  interest  of 
seamen,  the  Commission  thought  that  the 
very  special  questions  concerning  the  mini- 
mum conditions  to  be  accorded  to  seamen 
might  be  dealt  with  at  a  special  meeting  of 
the  International  Labour  (conference  devoted 
exclusively  to  the  affairs  of  seamen,'  and  ai 
which  the  Delegates  and  technical  advisers 
could  accordingly  be  chosen  from  the  ship- 
ping community.  (See  resolution  attached  to 
the   convention." 

PaH  II 
Labour  Clauses 
"The  commission  were  unanimous  in  think- 
ing that  their  work  would  not  be  complete 
if  it  were  simply  confined  to  setting  up  a  per- 
manent machinery  for  International  Labour 
Legislation.  It  was  not  within  their  com- 
petence or  within  their  terms  of  reference  to 
deal    with    specific    questions    relating   to   in- 
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doitrial  conditions  and  to  work  them  out  with 
the  detail  neeessary  for  the  framing  of  pro- 
posals which  could  be  accepted  in  a  bind- 
ing form.  So  impressed  were  they,  however, 
with  the  argent  need  for  recognising  ex- 
plicitly certain  fundamental  principles  as  nec- 
essary to  social  progress,  that  they  deckl- 
ed to  submit  a  series  of  declarations  for  in- 
sertion in  the  Peace  Treaty.  They  did  not 
fed  caUed  upon,  however,  to  draw  up  a 
charter  containing  all  the  reform  which  may 
be  hoped  for  in  a  more  or  less  distant  futura, 
but  confined  themseWes  to  principles  the 
realisation  of  which  may  be  contemplated  in 
the  near  future. 

"It  win  be  seen  that  the  High  Contract- 
ing Parties  are  not  asked  to  give  immediate 
effect  to  them,  but  only  to  endorse  them  gen- 
erally. It  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Interna- 
tional Labour  Conference  to  examine  them 
thoroughly  and  to  put  them  in  the  form  of 
reconuneiMlations  or  draft  conventions  elab- 
orated with  the  detail  necessary  for  their 
practical   application. 

Proposals  were  placed  before  the  Commis- 
sion by  the  Italian,  French,  American,  Bel- 
gian and  British  Ddegations  as  to  the  decla- 
rations which  should  be  made.  The  Com- 
mission decided  that  no  declaration  should 
be  submitted  to  the  Peace  Conference,  un- 
ices it  were  adopted  by  a  two-thirds  major- 
ity, and  it  now  has  the  honour  of  submitting 
nine  declarations,  all  of  which  obtained  such 
a  majority  and  some  of  which  were  adopted 
unanimously. 

"It  should  be  added  in  conclusion,  that  a 
majority,  but  not  a  two-thirds  majority,  was 
obtained  for  a  proposal  couched  in  very  gen- 
eral terms  which  suggested  the  application 
to  agriculture  of  the  general  'principles  of 
labour  legislation,  and  which  arose  out  of  an 
Italian  proposal  in  regard  to  the  limita- 
tion of  the  hours  of  work  in  agriculture.  The 
delegates  who  voted  against  this  proposal 
were,  as  they  explained,  by  no  means  hostile  to 
its  general  idea,  but  they  thought  that  a  pro- 
posal in  such  wide  terms  was  not  suit- 
able for  inclusion  among  the  dedaratioiM  to 
,  be  put  forward." 

Commission     on     International      Labor 
LeglalatloB 

**A  Draft  Convention  Creating  a  Pormanont 
Organisation  for  the  Promotion  of  t/io 
International  Regulation  of  Labour  Coi^ 
ditione 

Preamble 
'WHEREAS  the  League  of  Nations  has 
for  its  objects  the  establishment  of  univer- 
sal peace,  and  such  a  peace  can  be  estab- 
lished only  if  it  is  based  upon  social  jus- 
tice: 

"And  whereas  conditions  of  labour  exist 
involving  such  injustice,  hardship  and  pri- 
vation to  large  numbers  of  people  as  to  pro- 
duce unrest  so  great  that  the  peace  and 
harmony  of  the  world  are  imperiled;  and  an 
improvement  of  those  conditions  is  urgently 
required:  as,  for  example,  by  the  regulation 
of  the  hours  of  work,  including  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  maximum  working  day  and 
week,  the  regulation  of  the  labour  supply, 
the  prevention  of  unemployment,  the  pro- 
vision of  an  adequate  living  wage,  the  pro- 
tection of  the  worker  against  sickness,  disease 
and  injury  arising  out  of  his  employment, 
the  protection  of  children,  young  persons  and 
women,  provision  for  old  age  and  injury,  pro- 
tection of  the  ioterwti  of  workan  when  en^ 
ployed    in    countries    other    than    their    own. 


recognition  of  the  principle  of  freedom  oT 
association,  the  organisation  of  technical  ana 
vocational   education  and   other   measures." 

"Whereas  also  the  failure  of  any  nation 
to  adopt  humane  conditions  of  labour  is  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  other  nations  whicb 
desire  to  improve  the  conditions  in  their 
own  countries." 

"The  Hii^  Contracting  Parties,  moved  by 
sentiment  of  justice  and  humanity,  as  well 
as  by  the  desire  to  secure  the  permanent 
peace  of  the  worid,  agree  to  the  following 
convention : 

Chapter  I.—Orgameation 
ArtieU  1 

"The  High  Contracting  Parties,  being  the 
States  members  of  the  League  of  Nations, 
hereby  decide  to  establish  a  permanent 
organ  isaton  for  the  promotion  of  the  ob- 
jects set  forth  in  the  Preamble,  and  for  this 
purpose  hereby  accept  the  provisions  eontaio* 
ed  in  the  following  Articles." 
Article  2 
"The  permanent  organisation  shall  eonsist 
of  (i)  a  General  Coiuerence  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  High  Contracting  Parties  and 
(ii)  an  International  Labour  Office  controlled 
by  the  Governing  Body  described  in  Artide 
7." 

Article  8 

"The  meetings  of  the  General  Conference' 
of  Representatives  of  the  High  Contracting 
Parties  shall  be  held  from  time  to  time  as 
occasion  may  require,  and  at  least  once  in 
every  year.  It  shall  he  composed  of  four 
Representatives  of  each  of  the  High  Con- 
tracting Parties,  of  whom  two  shall  be  Gov- 
ernment Delegatss  and  the  two  others  shall 
be  Delegates  representing  respectively  the 
onployers  and  the  workpeople  of  each  ot  the 
High  Contracting  Parties." 

"Each  Ddegate  may  be  accompanied  by 
advisers,  who  shall  not  exceed  two  in  num- 
ber for  each  item  on  the  agenda  of  the 
meeting.  When  questions  especially  affecting 
women  are  to  be  considered  by  the  Confer- 
ence, one  at  least  of  the  advisers  should  be 
a  woman." 

"The  High  Contracting  Parties  undertake 
to  nominate  non-Government  Ddegates  and 
advisers  chosen  in  agreement  with  the  indus- 
trial organisations,  if  such  organisations 
exist,  which  are  most  representative  of  em- 
ployers or  workpeople,  as  the  case  may  be,  in 
their  respective  countries." 

"Each  Delegate  may  be  accompanied  at 
each  sitting  of  the  Conference  by  not  more 
than  two  advisers.  The  advisers  shaD  not 
speak  except  on  a  request  made  by  the  Dele- 
gate whom  they  accompany  and  by  the 
special  authorisation  of  the  Pi^dsident  of  the 
Conference,  and  may  not  vote." 

"A  Ddegate  may  in  writing  addressed  to 
the  President  appoint  one  of  bis  advisers  to 
act  as  his  deputy,  and  the  adviser,  while  so 
acting,  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  and  vote." 

"The  names  of  the  Delegates  and  their 
advisers  will  be  conmiunicated  to  the  Into^ 
national  Labour  Office  by  the  Government  of 
each  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties." 

"The  credentials  of  Delegates  and  their  ad- 
visers shall  be  subject  to  scrutiny  by  the 
Conference,  which  may,  by  two-thirds  of  the 
votes  cast  by  the  Delegates  present,  refuse 
to  admit  any  Delegate  or  adviser  whom  It 
deems  not  to  have  been  nominated  in  accor- 
dance with  the  undertaking  contained  In  this 
Artteta.** 
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ArtkU  4 

"Bir«iT  Ddcgmte  shaU  be  entitled  to  vote 
iiidiTidoally  on  aU  matters  which  are  taken 
into  eonsideration   by   the   Conference." 

"If  one  of  the  Hifh  Contracting  Parties 
faik  to  nominate  one  of  the  non-Government 
Ddesates  whom  it  is  entitled  to  nominate, 
the  other  non-Government  Delegate  shall  be 
aDowed  to  sit  and  speak  at  the  Conference 
bat  not  to  vote." 

''If  in  aeoordanoe  with  Article  8  the  Con- 
ference refuses  admission  to  a  Delegate  of 
one  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  Article  shall  apply  as 
if  that  Delegate  had  not  been  nominated." 

AHieU  6 

"The  meetings  of  the  Conference  shaQ  be 
hdd  at  the  seat  of  the  League  of  Nations,  or 
at  snch  other  place  as  may  be  decided  by  the 
Conference  at  a  previoos  meeting  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  votes  cast  by  the  Delegates 
present." 

ArtieU  6 

"The  International  Labour  Oi&oe  shall  be 
estabUshed  at  the  seat  of  the  League  of  Na- 
tions   as    part    of    the    organisation    of    the 


Article  7 

"The  International  Labour  Office  shall  be 
under  the  control  of  a  Governing  Body  con- 
sisting of  24  members,  appointed  in  accor- 
dance with  the  provisions  of  the  Protocol 
hereto." 

"The  Governing  Body  shall,  from  time  to 
time,  elect  one  of  its  members  to  act  as  Its 
Chairman,  shall  regulate  its  own  procedure 
and  shall  fix  its  own  times  of  meeting.  A 
special  meeting  shall  be  held  if  a  written 
request  to  that  effect  is  made  by  at  least 
10 


Arti€U  8 

"There  shall  be  a  Director  of  the  Interna- 
tional Labour  Office,  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
erning Body,  who  shaU,  subject  to  the  in- 
stmctions  of  the  Governing  Body,  be  respon- 
sible for  the  efficient  oonouct  of  the  Inter- 
national Labour  Office  and  for  such  other 
duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him." 

"The  Director  or  his  Deputy  shaU  attend 
aU  meetings  of  the  Governing  Body." 

ArtieU  9 
**rbe  staff  of  the  International  Labour 
Office  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Director, 
who  shall,  so  far  as  is  possible  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the 
Office,  select  persons  of  different  nationalities. 
A  ocrtain  number  of  these  persons  should  be 


AHieU  10 

'The  functions  of  the  International 
Lalour  Office  shall  include  the  collection  and 
distribution  of  information  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  the  international  adjustment  of 
conditions  of  industrial  life  and  labour,  and 
particularly  the  ezaminaiton  of  subjects 
which  ft  is  proposed  to  bring  before  tne 
Conference  with  a  view  to  the  conclusion  of 
international  conventions,  and  the  conduct  of 
such  special  investigations  as  may  be  ordered 
by  the  Conference." 

"It  will  prepare  the  Agenda  for  the  meet- 
ingi  of  the  Conference." 

"Ik  win  carry  out  the  duties  required  of  It 


by  the  provisions  of  this  Convention  in  con- 
nection  with   international   disputes." 

"It  will  edit  and  publish  a  periodical  paper 
in  the  French  and  English  languages,  and 
in  such  other  languages  as  the  Governing 
Body  may  think  desirable,  dealing  with 
problems  of  industry  and  employment  of 
international  interest." 

"Generally,  in  addition  to  the  functions  set 
out  in  this  article,  it  shall  have  such  other 
functions,  powers  and  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  to  ft  by  the  Conference." 

ArtieU    11 

"The  Government  Department  of  any  of  the 
High  Contracting  Parties  which  deal  with 
questions  of  industry  and  employment  may 
communicate  directly  with  the  Director 
through  the  Representative  of  their  State  on 
the  Governing  Body  of  the  International 
Labour  Office,  or  failing  any  such  Represen- 
tative, through  such  other  qualified  official 
as  the  Government  may  nominate  for  the 
purpose." 

ArtieU    12 

"The  International  Labour  Office  shall  be 
entitied  to  the  assistance  of  the  Secretary 
General  of  the  League  of  Nations  in  any 
matter  in  which  it  can  be  given." 

ArtieU    18 

"Each  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
will  pay  the  traveling  and  subsistence  ex- 
penses of  its  Delegates  and  their  advisers 
and  of  its  Representatives  attending  the 
meetings  of  the  Conference  or  Governing 
Body,  as  the  case  may  be." 

"All  the  other  expenses  of  the  International 
Labour  Office  and  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Conference  or  Governing  Body  shsJl  be  paid 
to  the  Director  by  the  Secretary  General  of 
the  League  of  Nations  out  of  the  general 
fund  of  the  League." 

"The  Director  shall  be  responsible  to  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  League  for  the 
proper  expenditure  of  all  moneys  paid  to 
him  in   pursuance  of  this  Article." 

Chapter  U— Procedure 
ArtieU  14 
"The  agenda  for  all  meetings  of  the  Con- 
ference will  be  settied  by  the  Governing  Body, 
who  shall  consider  any  suggestion  as  to  the 
agenda  that  may  be  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  any  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
or  by  any  representative  organisation  re- 
cognised for  the  purpose  of  Article  8." 

ArtiieU  16 
"The  Director  shall  act  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Conference,  and  shall  circulate  the 
agenda  to  reach  the  High  Contracting  Par- 
ties, and  through  them  the  non-GovernmeAt 
Delegates  when  appointed,  four  months  be- 
fore the  meeting  of  the  Conference." 

ArtiOs  16 
"Any  of  the  Governments  of  the  High  Con- 
tracting Parties  may  formally  object  to  the 
inclusion  of  any  item  or  items  in  the  agenaa. 
The  grounds  for  such  objection  shall  be  set 
forth  in  a  reasoned  statement  addressed  to 
the  Director,  who  shaU  circulate  it  to  all 
the  Hii^  Contracting  Parties.  Items  lo 
which  such  objection  has  been  made  shaU 
not,  however,,  be  excluded  from  the  agenda, 
if  at  the  Conference  a  majority  of  two-thirds 
of  the  votes  cast  by  the  Delegates  present 
is   in  favour  of 
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"If  the  Conference  decides  (otherwise  than 
under  the  preoedinc  parmsraph)  by  two- 
thirds  of  the  votes  cast  by  the  Ddegates 
present  that  any  subject  shall  be  considered 
by  the  Conference,  that  subject  shall  be  m- 
eluded  in  the  agenda  for  the  foUowinc  meet- 
ing." 

Article    17 

"The  Conference  shall  regulate  its  own 
procedure,  shall  elect  its  own  President,  and 
may  appoint  Committees  to  consider  and  re- 
port on  any  matter." 

"Except  as  otherwise  expressly  provided 
in  this  Convention,  all  matters  shall  be  de- 
cided by  a  simple  majority  of  the  votes 
cast    by    the    Delegates    present." 

"A  vote  shall  be  void  unless  the  total 
number  of  votes  cast  is  equal  to  half  the 
number  of  the  Delegates  attending  the  Con- 
ference." 

ArticU  18 

"The  Conference  may  add  to  any  Com- 
mittees which  it  appoints  technical  experts, 
who  shall  be  assessors  without  power  u> 
vote." 

ArtieU    19 

"When  the  Conference  has  decided  on  the 
adoption  of  proposals  with  regard  to  an  item 
in  the  agenda,  it  will  rest  with  the  Con- 
ference to  determine  whether  these  proposals 
should  take  the  form:  (a)  of  a  recommen- 
dation to  be  submitted  to  the  High  Contract- 
ing Parties  for  consideration  with  a  view 
to  its  being  given  effect  by  national  legis- 
lation or  otherwise,  or  (b)  of  a  draft  intM*- 
national  convention  for  ratification  by  the 
High   Contracting   Parties." 

"In  either  case  a  majority  of  two-thirds 
of  the  votes  cast  by  the  Delegates  present 
shall  be  necessary  on  the  final  vote  for  the 
adoption  of  the  recommendation  or  draft 
convention,  as  the  case  may  be,  by  the 
Conference." 

"A  oopy  of  the  recommendation  or  draft 
convention  shall  be  authenticated  by  the 
signature  of  the  President  of  the  Conference 
and  of  the  Director  and  shall  be  deposited 
with  the  Secretary  General  of  the  League  of 
Nations.  The  Secretary  General  will  com- 
municate a  certified  copy  of  the  recommen- 
dation or  draft  convention  to  each  of  the 
High  Contracting  Parties." 

"Each  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
uudertakca  that  it  will,  within  the  period  of 
one  year  at  most  from  the  end  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Conference  (or  if  it  is  impossible, 
owing  to  exceptional  circumstances,  to  do 
so  within  the  period  of  one  year,  then  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  and  in  no  case  later 
than  18  months  from  the  end  of  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Conference),  bring  the  recom- 
mendation or  draft  convention  before  the 
authority  or  authorities  within  whose  com- 
petence the  matter  lice  for  the  enactment 
of  legislation  or  other  action." 

"In  the  case  of  a  recommendation,  the 
High  Contracting  party  will  inform  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  action  taken." 

"In  tile  case  of  a  draft  convention,  the 
High  Contracting  Party  will,  if  it  obtains 
the  consent  of  the  authority  or  authorities 
within  whose  competence  the  matter  lies, 
communicate  the  formal  ratification  of  the 
eonvention  to  the  Secretary  (Seneral  and  will 
take  such  action  as  may  be  necessary  to 
make  effective  the  provisions  of  such  con- 
vention." 


"If  on  a  recommendation  no  legislative  or 
other  action  to  make  such  recommendation 
effective  is  taken,  or  if  the  draft  conven- 
tion fails  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the 
authority  or  authorities  within  whose  com- 
petence the  matter  lies,  no  further  obligation, 
shall  rest  upon  the  High  Contracting  Party." 

"In  the  case  of  a  federal  State,  tHe 
power  of  which  to  enter  into  conventions  on 
labour  matters  is  subject  to  limitations,  it 
shall  be  in  the  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  such  State  to  treat  a  draft  conven- 
tion to  which  such  limitations  apply  as  a 
recommendation  only,  and  the  provisions  of 
this  article  with  respect  to  recommenda- 
tions, shall  apply  in  such  case." 

(In  regard  to  ths  inUrpretation  of  thU 
ArtieU  reforonee  $houUt  bo  made  to  tho 
Protocol.)" 

ArUeU  20 
"Any  convention  so  ratified  shall  be  regis- 
tered by  the  Secretary  General  of  the  League 
of  Nations,  but  shall  only  be  binding  upon 
the  SUtes  which  ratify  it,  subject  to  any 
conditions  which  may  be  contained  in  the 
convention    itself." 

ArtieU    21 

"If  any  convention  laid  before  the  Con- 
ference for  final  consideration  fails  to  secure 
the  support  of  two-thirds  of  the  votes  cast 
by  the  Delegates  present,  it  shall  nevertne- 
less  be  within  the  right  of  any  of  the  High 
Contracting  Parties  to  agree  to  such  con- 
vention among  thonselves." 

"Any  convention  so  agreed  to  shall  be 
communicated  by  the  Governments  of  the 
States  concerned  to  the  Secretary  General 
of  the  League  of  Nations,  who  shall  regis- 
ter it." 

ArtieU  22 
"Each  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
agrees  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the 
International  Labour  Office  on  the  measures 
which  it  has  taken  to  give  effect  to  the  pro- 
visions of  conventions  to  which  It  Is  a 
party.  These  reports  shall  be  made  in  such 
form  and  shall  contain  such  particulars  as 
the  Governing  Body  may  request.  The  Di- 
lector  shall  lay  a  summary  of  these  reports 
before  the  next  meeting  of  the  Conference." 

ArtieU  28 
"In  the  event  of  any  representation  being 
made  to  the  International  Labour  Ofllce  by 
an  industrial  association  of  employers  or  of 
workpeople  that  any  of  the  High  Contracting 
Parties  has  failed  to  secure  in  any  respect 
the  effective  observance  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  convention  to  which  it  is  a 
party,  the  Governing  Body  may  communi- 
cate this  representation  to  the  State  against 
which  it  is  made  and  may  invite  that  State 
to  make  such  statement  on  the  subject  as 
it  may  think  fit" 

ArtieU  24 
"If  no  statement  is  received  within  a  reas- 
onable time  from  the  State  against  which  the 
representation  is  made,  or  if  the  statement 
when  received  is  not  deemed  to  be  satisfiio- 
tory  by  the  Governing  Body,  the  latter  shall 
have  the  right  to  publish  the  representation 
and  the  statement,  if  any,  made  in  reply  to 
it." 
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AHUU    26 

''Any  of  the  Hifh  Oontraetiiic  Parti«t  thaD 
have  the  riflrfat  to  file  a  complaint  with  the 
International  Labour  OiBce  if  it  ia  not  satia- 
fled  that  any  other  of  the  Hiffh  Contract- 
ing Parties  it  teenrinflr  the  effectire  ohser- 
vance  of  any  convention  which  both  have 
ratified  in  accordance  with  the  foregolns 
articlca." 

"The  Governing  Body  may.  if  it  thinks  fit, 
before  referrins  such  a  complaint  to  a  Com- 
mission of  Enqniry,  as  hereinafter  provided 
'or,  commvnicate  with  the  State  against 
which  the  complaint  is  made  in  the  man- 
ner described  in  Article  28." 

"If  the  Governing  Body  do  not  think  ft 
necessary  to  commnnicate  the  complaint  to 
the  State  against  which  it  is  made,  or  if. 
when  they  have  made  such  commnnieation, 
no  statement  in  reply  has  been  received 
within  a  reasonable  time  which  the  Govern- 
ing Body  considers  to  be  satisfactory,  the 
Governing  Body  may  apply  fbr  the  appoints 
ment  of  a  Commission  of  Enquiry  to  con- 
sider the  complaint  and   to  report  thereon." 

"The  Governing  Body  may  adopt  the  same 
procedure  either  of  Hm  own  motion  or  on 
receipt  of  a  complaint  from  a  Delegate  to  the 
Conference." 

"When  any  matter  arising  out  of  Articles 
24  or  26  is  being  considered  by  the  Govern- 
ing Body,  the  State  against  which  the  rep- 
resentation or  complaint  is  made  shall,  if  not 
already  represented  thereon,  be  entitled  to 
send  a  representative  to  take  part  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Governing  Body  while  the 
matter  is  under  consideration.  Adequate 
notice  of  the  date  on  which  the  matter  will 
be  considered  shall  be  given  to  the  State 
against  which  the  representation  or  complaint 
is  made." 

ArtieU    26 

"The  Commission  of  Enquiry  shall  be  con- 
stituted in  accordance  with  the  following 
provisions : — 

"Each  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
agrees  to  nominate  within  six  months  of  the 
date  on  which  this  convention  comes  into 
force,  three  persons  of  industrial  experience, 
of  whom  one  shall  be  a  representative  of 
employers,  one  a  respresentatlve  of  work- 
people and  one  a  person  of  independent 
standing,  who  shall  together  form  a  panel 
from  which  the  members  of  the  Commission 
of   Enqvdry   shall   be  drawn." 

"The  qualifications  of  the  persons  so 
nominated  shall  be  subject  to  scrutiny  by  the 
Governing  Body,  which  may  by  two-thirds 
of  the  votes  cast  by  the  members  present 
refuse  to  accept  the  nomination  of  any  per- 
son whose  qualifications  do  not  in  its  opinion 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  pres- 
ent article." 

"Upon  the  application  of  the  Governing 
Body,  the  Secretary  General  of  the  League  of 
Nations  shall  nominate  three  persons,  one 
from  each  section  of  this  panel,  to  constitute 
the  Commission  of  Enquiry,  and  shall  desig- 
nate one  of  them  as  the  President  of  the 
Commission.  None  of  these  three  persons  shall 
be  a  person  nominated  to  the  panol  bj  any 
Stote   directly    concerned    in    the    complaint." 

ArttOe  27 
"The  High  Contracting  Parties  agree  that 
in  the  event  of  the  reference  of  a  complaint 
to  a  Commission  of  Enquiry  under  Article 
26,  they  will  each,  whether  directly  eon- 
ssrasd  in  the  eomplalnt  or  not,  place  at  the 


disposal  of  the  Commission  all  the  informa- 
tion in  their  possession  which  bears  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  the  complaint." 

ArtieU   28 

"When  the  commission  of  inqui^  has 
fully  considered  the  complaint,  it  shall  pre- 
pare a  report  embodying  its  findings  on  all 
questions  of  fact  relevant  to  determining 
the  issue  between  the  parties  and  contain- 
ing such  recommendations  as  it  may  think 
proper  as  to  the  steps  which  should  be  taken 
to  meet  the  complaint  and  the  time  within 
which  they  should  be  taken. 

"It  shall  also  indicate  in  this  report  the 
measures,  if  any.  of  an  economic  character 
against  a  defaulting  State  which  it  considers 
to  be  appropriate,  and  which  it  considers 
other  States  would  be  justified  in  adopting." 

ArtieU  29 

"The  Secretary  General  of  the  League 
of  Nations  shall  communicate  the  report  of 
the  Commission  of  Enquiry  to  each  of  the 
States  concerned  in  the  complaint*  and 
shall  cause  it  to  be  published. 

"EZach  of  these  States  shall  within  one 
month  inform  the  Secretary  General  of  the 
League  of  Nations  whether  or  not  it  accepts 
the  recommendations  contained  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Commission;  and  if  not,  whether 
it  proposes  to  refer  the  complaint  to  the 
Permanent  Court  of  International  Justice 
^f  the  League  of  Nations." 

AHide  80 

"In  the  event  of  any  of  the  high  Contrac* 
ting  Parties  failing  to  take  within  the  spec- 
ified period  the  action  required  by  Article 
19,  any  other  of  the  High  Contracting  Par- 
ties shall  be  entitled  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Permanent  Court  of  International  Jus- 
tlcf." 

AHieU  81 

"The  decision  of  the  Permanent  Court  of 
International  Justice  to  which  a  complaint 
has   been  referred  shall  be  finaL" 
ArtieU  82 

"The  Permanent  Court  of  International 
Justice  may  affirm,  vary  or  reverse  any  of 
the  findings  or  recommendations  of  the 
Commission  of  Enquiry,  if  any.  and  shall  in 
its  decision  indicate  the  measures.  i'^»ny. 
of  an  ecomonic  character  against  a  default- 
ing State  which  it  considers  to  be  appro- 
priate and  which  other  States  would  be 
justified  in  adopting." 

AHieU  88 

"In  the  event  of  any  State  failing  to  carry 
out  within  the  time  specified  the  recom- 
mendations, if  any.  contained  in  the  report 
of  the  Commission  of  Enquiry,  or  in  the 
decision  of  the  Permanent  Court  of  Inter- 
national Justice,  as  the  ease  may  be.  any 
other  State  may  take  against  that  State  the 
measures  of  an  economic  character  indicated 
in  the  report  of  the  Commission  or  In  the 
decision  of  the  Court  as  appropriate  to  the 
case." 

AHieU  84 

'*The  defaulting  State  may  at  any  time 
inform  the  Governing  Body  that  it  has  tak- 
en the  steps  necessary  to  comply  with  the 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  of  En- 
quiry or  in  the  decision  of  the  Permanent 
Court  of  International  Justice,  as  the  case 
may  be.  and  may  request  it  to  apply  to  the 
Secretary  General  of  the  League  of  Nations 
to   constitute  a  Commission  of  Enquiry   to 
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▼erify  its  contention.  In  this  case  the  pro- 
visions of  Articles  26.  27,  28,  28,  81  and 
82  shall  apply,  and  if  the  report  of  the 
Commission  of  Enquiry  or  decision  of  the 
Permanent  Court  of  International  Justice 
is  in  fkvour  of  the  defkultins  State,  the  other 
States  shall  forthwith  discontinue  the  meas- 
ures of  an  economic  character  that  they  have 
taken  against  the  defaulting  State." 
Chapter  m—O^n^ral 
ArticU  36 

'*The  British  Dominions  and  India  shall 
have  the  same  rifffats  and  obligations  under 
this  'Convention  as  if  they  were  separate  High 
Contracting  Parties." 

"The  same  shiUl  apply  to  any  colony  or 
possession  of  any  of  the  High  Contracting 
Parties  which  on  the  application  of  such 
Hiffh  Contracting  Party  is  recognised  as  fully 
sel^>governing  br  the  Executive  Council  or 
the  League  of  Nations." 

"The  High  Contracting  Parties  engage  to 
apply  conventions  which  they  have  ratified 
in  aeoordance  with  the  jDrovisions  of  the 
present  Convention  to  their  colonies,  protector- 
ates and  possessions,  which  are  not  fully 
self-governing." 

L  Except  where  owing  to  the  local  con- 
ditions  the  convention  is   inapplicable,  or 

2.  Subject  to  such  modifications  as  may  be 
necessary  to  adapt  the  convention  to  local 
oonditions." 

"And  each  of  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
shall  notify  to  the  International  Labour  Office 
the  action  taken  in  respect  of  each  of  its 
oolonica.  protectorates  and  possessions  which 
are  not  fully  self-governing." 
ArtieU    86 

"Any  State  not  a  party  to  this  Convention 
which  may  hereafter  become  a  member  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  shall  be  deemed 
/octo  to   have  adhered  to  this   Conven- 


tion," 


ArtiOs    87 

"Amendments  to  this  Convention  which 
are  adopted  by  the  Conference  by  a  major- 
ity of  two-thirds  of  the  votse  cast  by  the 
delegates  present  shall  take  effect  when  rati- 
fied by  the  States  whose  representatives  com- 
pose the  Executive  Council  of  the  League  of 
Nations  and  by  three-fourths  of  the  States 
whose  r^resentatives  compose  the  body  of 
delegates  of  the  League." 
AHieU    88 

"Any  question  or  dispute  relating  to  the 
interpretation  of  this  Convention  or  of  any 
subsequent  Convention  concluded  by  the  High 
Contracting  Parties  in  pursuance  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Convention  shall  be  referrea 
for  decision  to  the  Permanent  Court  of  Inters 
national  Justice." 

ChapUr    IV — TrwuUory    ProvimoiM 
ArtieU    89 

"The  first  meeting  of  the  Conference  shall 
take  place  in  October.  1919.  The  place  and 
agenda  for  this  meeting  shall  be  as  specified 
in    the    schedule    annexed    hereto." 

"Arrangements  for  the  convening  and  the 
organisation  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  Con- 
ference will  be  made  by  the  Government 
designated  for  the  purpose  in  the  said  sched- 
ule. That  Government  shall  be  assisted  in 
the  preparation  of  the  documents  for  sub- 
mission to  the  Conference  by  an  International 
Committee  constituted  as  provided  in  the 
said   schedule." 


"The  expenses  of  the  first  meeting  and  of 
all  subsequent  meetingi  held  before  the 
League  of  Nations  has  been  able  to  establish 
a  general  fund,  other  than  the  expenses  of 
Delegates  and  their  advisers,  will  be  borne 
by  the  High  Contracting  Parties  in  accord- 
ance with  the  apportionment  of  the  exp«dnses 
of  the  International  Bureau  of  the  Universal 
Postal  Union. 

ArtieU    40 

"Untfl  the  League  of  Nations  has  been 
constituted  all  communications  which  under 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  articles 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  General 
of  the  League  will  be  preserved  by  the  Di- 
rector of  the  International  Labour  Office,  who 
will  transmit  them  to  the  Secretary  General 
of  the   League  when  appointed. 

ArtieU  41 
"Pending  the  creation  of  a  Permanent 
Court  of  International  Justice,  disputes  which 
in  accordance  with  this  Convention  would 
be  submitted  to  it  for  decision  will  be  refer- 
red to  a  tribunal  of  three  persons  appointed 
by  the  Executive  Counofl  of  the  L«Rgue  of 
Nations. 

Proteeol   to    ArtieU   7 

"The  Governing  Body  of  the  International 
Labour  Office  shall  be  constituted  as  fol- 
lows:— 

Twelve  representatives  of  the  Governments. 

Six  members  elected  by  the  Delegates  to  the 
Conference   representing  the  employers. 

Six  members  elected  by  the  Delegates  to  the 
Conference  representing  the  workpeople." 

"Of  the  12  members  representing  the  Govw 
emments  eight  shall  be  nominated  by  the 
High  Contracting  Parties  which  are  of  the 
chief  industrial  importance,  and  four  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  High  Contracting  Parties 
selected  for  the  purpose  by  the  Government 
Delegates  to  the  Conference,  excluding  the 
Delegates  of  the  eight  States  mentioned  above. 
No  High  Contracting  Party,  together  with 
its  Dominions  and  Colonies,  whether  self- 
governing  or  not.  shall  be  entitled  to  nomin- 
ate more  than  one  member." 

"Any  question  as  to  which  are  the  High 
Contracting  Parties  of  the  chief  industrial 
importance  shall  be  decided  by  the  Bxeeuttve 
CouncU  of  the  League  of  Nations." 

"The  period  of  office  of  members  of  the 
Governing  Body  will  be  three  years.  The 
'method  of  filling  vacancies  and  other  similar 
questions  may  be  determined  by  the  Govern- 
ing Body  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Con- 
ference." 

Protocol  to  ArtieU  19 

"In  no  case  shall  any  of  the  High  Contract- 
ing Parties  be  asked  or  required,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  adaption  of  any  recommendation 
or  draft  convention  by  the  Conference,  to 
diminish  the  protection  afforded  by  its  exist- 
ing legislation  to  the  workers   concerned." 

"In  framing  any  recommendation  or  draft 
convention  of  general  application  the  Confer- 
ence shall  have  due  regard  to  tbOM  ummtt'lM 
in  which  climatic  conditions,  the  imperteet 
development  of  industrial  organization  or  other 
special  circumstances  make  the  industrial  con- 
ditions substantially  different,  and  shall  sug- 
gest the  modifications,  if  any.  wh^ch  it  con- 
siders may  be  required  to  naat  the  mm,  «f 
such  countries." 
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Bardmi  AmeiidmmU  AdopUd, 
"The  Conf«r«ne«  authorisw  the  Dntftiiis 
Committee  to  make  sneh  amendments  as  may 
be  necessary  to  have  the  Convention  conform 
to  the  Covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations  m 
the  character  of  its  membership  and  in  the 
method  of  adherence." 

SeAsdttls  lUf^rrtd  to  m  ArHeU  89 

Pint  Meetmg  of  Aummal  Labor  ConSoroneo, 

1019 

"The  place  of  meeting  will  be  Washing 
ton. 

"The  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
America  is  requested  to  convene  the  Con- 
ference." 

"The  International  Orsanising  Committee 
wiU  consist  of  seven  members,  appointed 
by  the  United  States  of  America,  France, 
Great  Britain,  Italy,  Japan,  Bdsiun  and 
Switserland.  The  Committee  may,  if  it 
thinks  necessary,  invite  other  States  to  ap- 
point representatives." 


L     Application  of  principles  of  8  hooxs  day 
or  of  48  hours  week. 

2.  Question    of    preventing    or    providing 
against   unemployment. 

3.  Women's  employment^— 

(a)  Before  and  after  childbirth.  In- 
cluding the  question  of  ma- 
ternity benefit. 

(5)  During  the  night. 

(c.)  In   unhealthy   processes. 

4.  Employment  of  children — 

(a.)  Minimum   age   of   employment. 

(b.)  During  the  night. 

(e.)  In  unhealthy  proecHes. 
6.  Extension  and  application  of  the  Inter- 
national Conventions  adopted  at  Berne  tn 
1906  on  the  prohibition  of  night  work  for 
women  employed  in  industry  and  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  use  of  white  phosphorus  in  man- 
ufacture of  matches." 

Iw — RoochOion^     Propomd     by     ths     BMgitm, 
BooolutUyiu   Adoptod    by    the   Commiuum 

Froneh  and  ItaUan  DoUifatUmt, 
"The  Commission  expreises  the  hope  that 
as  soon  as  it  may  be  possible  an  agreement 
win  be  arrived  at  between  the  High  Contract- 
ing Parties  with  a  view  to  endowing  the 
International  Labour  Conference  under  the 
auspices  of  the  League  of  Nations  with  power 
to  take,  under  oonditoins  to  be  determined, 
resolutions  possessing  the  force  of  internatio- 
nal law." 

U.—BooahUion  Propotod  by  the  Beloion, 
French  and  ItaUam  DeUgation*. 
"The  Commission  being  of  opinion  that  an 
international  code  of  Labour  Initiation  which 
will  be  really  effective  can  not  be  secured 
without  the  cooperation  of  all  industrial 
countries,  expresses  the  wish  that  pending 
the  signature  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  which 
will  permit  all  such  countries  to  be  ap- 
proached, the  Peace  Conference  will  com- 
municate the  present  draft  convention  to 
the  neutral  powers  for  their  information  be- 
fore Anally  adopting  it." 

m. — BoooliUion  Propo—d  hw  the  French  Del- 
egation 
"The  Commission  considers  that  the  very 
special  questions  concerning  the  minimum 
conditions  to  be  accorded  to  seamen  might 
be  dealt  with  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
International  Labour  Conference  devoted  ex- 
dusivelv   to    the    affairs    of   seamen." 


The  "BiU  of  Rights"  as  proposed  by  the 
Commission  on  International  Labor  Legisla- 
tion for  insertion  in  the  Treaty  of  Peace  was 
adopted  by  that  commission  after  carefully 
considering  and  debating  the  proposals  sub- 
mitted by  the  delegations  of  the  various 
nations  represented.  The  proposals  of  the 
American  delegation  appear  below,  ftom 
which  it  will  be  seen  to  w^t  extent  the  basic 
principles  underlying  the  American  trade 
union  movonent  as  represented  by  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  were  adopted  by  the  commission  and 
actually  written  into  the  Treaty  of  Peace. 

"The  High  Contracting  Parties  declare  that 
in  all  States  the  following  principles  should 
be  recognised,   established   and   maintained: 

1.  That  in  law  and  in  practice  it  should 
be  hdd  that  the  labor  of  the  human  being 
is  not  a  commodity  or  an  article  of  commerce. 

2.  That  involuntary  servitude  should  not 
exist  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime 
whereof  the  party  shsJl  have  been  duly  con- 
victed. 

8.  The  right  of  free  association,  ttm 
assembly,  free  speech  and  free  press  should 
not  be  denied  or  abridged. 

4.  That  the  seamen  of  the  merchant  mar- 
ine shall  be  guaranteed  the  right  of  leaving 
their  vessels  when  the  same  are  in  safe 
harbor. 

6.  That  no  article  or  commodity  should  be 
shipped  or  ddivered  in  international  com- 
merce in  the  production  of  which  children  un- 
der the  age  of  sixteen  years  have  been  ea»- 
ployed  or  permitted  to  work. 

6.  That  no  article  or  commodity  should  be 
shipped  or  deliverdd  in  international  com- 
merce in  the  production  of  which  convict 
labor  has  been  employed  or  permitted. 

7.  It  should  be  declared  that  the  workday 
in  industry  and  commerce  should  not  exceed 
eight  hours  a  day,  except  in  case  of  extra- 
ordinary emergency,  such  as  danger  to  life 
or  to  property. 

8.  It  should  be  declared  that  an  adequate 
wage  should  be  paid  for  labor  performed — 
a  wage  based  upon  and  commensurate  with 
a  standard  of  life  conforming  to  the  civtUsa- 
tion  of  the  time. 

9.  That  equal  wages  should  be  paid  to 
women    for    equal    work    performed. 

10.  That  the  sale  or  use  for  commercial 
purposes  of  articles  made  or  manufactured 
in  private  homes  should  be  prohibited." 

As  adopted  by  the  Commission  on  Inter- 
national Labor  Ijegislation,  "Labor's  Bill  of 
Rights"  was  proposed  for  insertion  in  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  as  follows: 

"Claueee  Propoeed  for  Ineortion  in  the  Treaty 
of  Peace:* 
"The  High  Contracting  parties  declare 
their  acceptance  of  the  following  principles 
and  engage  to  take  all  necessary  steps  to 
secure  their  realisation  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  to  be  made  by  the  Inter- 
national Labour  Conference  as  to  their  prac- 
tical  application: 

1.  In  right  and  in  foot  the  labour  of  a 
human  being  should  not  be  treated  as  mer- 
chandise or  an  article  of  commerce. 

2.  Employers  and  workers  should  be  al- 
lowed the  right  of  association  for  all  lawful 
Durposes. 
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8.  No  child  should  be  pormittod  to  be 
employed  in  induttry  or  eommerce  before 
the  Affe  of  fourteen  years,  in  order  that 
every  ehOd  may  be  ensured  reasonable  op- 
portunities for  mental  and  physical  educa- 
tion. 

Between  the  years  of  fourteen  and  eigh- 
teen young  persons  of  either  sex  may  only 
be  employed  on  work  which  is  not  harmful 
to  their  physical  development  and  on  con- 
dition that  the  continuation  of  their  tech- 
nical or  general  education  ia  ensured. 

4.  Every  worker  has  a  right  to  a  wage 
adequate  to  maintain  a  reasonable  standard 
of  life  having  regard  to  the  civilisation  of 
his  time  and  country. 

6.  Equal  pay  should  be  given  to  women 
and  to  men  for  work  of  equal  value  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

6.  A  weekly  rest,  including  Sunday,  or 
its   equivalent  for  all  workers. 

7.  Limitation  of  the  hours  of  work  in 
industry  on  the  basis  of  eight  hours  a  day 
or  forty-eight  hours  a  week,  subject  to  an 
exception  for  countries  in  which  climatic 
conditions,  the  imperfect  development  of 
industrial  development  or  industrial  organi- 
sation or  other  special  circumstances  ren- 
der the  industrial  eiBcIency  of  the  workers 
substantially   different. 

The  International  Labor  Conference  will 
recommend  a  basis  approximately  equivalent 
to  the  above  for  adoption  in  such  countries. 

8.  In  all  matters  concerning  their  status 
as  workers  and  social  insurance  foreign 
workmen  lawfully  admitted  to  any  country 
and  their  families  should  be  ensured  the 
same  treatment  as  the  nationals  of  that 
country. 

9.  All  States  should  institute  a  system  of 
inspection  in  which  women  should  take  part, 
in  order  to  ensure  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws  and  regulations  for  the  protection  of 
the  workers." 

The  adoption  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  as 
adopted  by  the  Commission  on  International 
Labor  Legislation  was  moved  at  the  plenary 
session  of  the  Peace  Conference  April  28, 
1019,  whereupon  the  following  redraft  was 
moved  as  an  amendment,  adopted  and  in- 
serted in  the  Treaty  of  Peace: 

"The  High  Contracting  Parties,  recognis- 
ing that  the  well-being,  physical,  moral  and 
intellectual,  of  industrial  wage-earners  is 
of  supreme  international  importance,  have 
framed  a  permanent  machinery  associated 
with  that  of  the  League  of  Nations  to  fur- 
ther this  great  end.  They  recognise  that 
differences  of  climate,  habits  and  customs 
of  economic  opportunity  and  industrial  tra- 
dition make  strict  uniformity  in  the  condi- 
tions of  labor  difficult  of  immediate  attain- 
ment. But,  holding  as  they  do,  that  labor 
should  not  be  regarded  merely  as  an  article 
of  commerce,  they  think  that  there  are 
methods  and  principles  for  regulating  labor 
conditions  which  all  industrial  communities 
should  endeavor  to  apply  so  £sr  as  their 
special  circumstances  will  permit. 

Among  these  methods  and  principles,  the 
following  seem  to  the  High  Contracting  Par- 
ties to  be  of  special  and  urgent  importance: 

First.  The  guiding  principle  above  enun- 
ciated that  labor  should  not  be  i«garded 
merely  as  a  commodity  or  article  ox  com- 


Second.  That  right  of  association  for  all 
lawful  purposes  by  the  employed  as  well  as 
by   the  employers. 

Third.  The  payment  to  the  employed  of 
a  wage  adequate  to  maintain  a  reasonable 
standard  of  life  as  this  is  understood  in 
their  time  and  country. 

Fourth.  The  adoption  of  an  eight  hours 
day  or  a  forty-eight  hours  week  as  the 
standard  to  be  aimed  at  where  it  has  not 
already  been  obtained. 

Fifth.  The  adoption  of  a  weekly  rest  of 
at  least  twenty-four  hours  which  should 
include    Sunday    whenever    practicable. 

Sixth.  The  abolition  of  child  labor  and 
the  imposition  of  such  limitations  on  the 
labor  of  young  persons  as  shall  permit  the 
continuation  of  their  education  and  assure 
their  proper  physical  development. 

Seventh.  The  principle  that  men  and  wo- 
men should  receive  equal  remuneration  for 
work  of  equal  value. 

Eighth.  The  standard  set  by  law  in  each 
country  with  respect  to  the  conditions  of 
labor  should  have  due  regard  to  the  equita- 
ble economic  treatment  of  all  workers  law- 
fully  resident  therein. 

Ninth.  Each  state  should  make  provision 
for  a  system  of  inspection  in  wUch  women 
should  take  part  in  order  to  insure  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws  and  regulations  for 
the    protection    of    the    employed. 

Without  claiming  that  these  methods  and 
principles  are  either  complete  or  final,  the 
High  Contracting  Parties  are  of  opinion  that 
they  are  well  fitted  to  guide  the  policy  of  the 
League  of  Nations  and  that  if  adopted  by  the 
Industrial  Communities  who  are  members  of 
League  and  safeguarded  in  practice  by  an 
adequate  system  of  such  inspection,  they 
will  confer  lasting  benefits  upon  the  wage- 
earner  of  the  world.*' 

Among  the  many  congratulatory  messages 
and  expressions  of  praise,  the  following 
cablegram  from   President   Wilson   best  ex- 

Elains  how  the  work  of  the  Commission  on 
atemational  Labor  Legislation  is  regarded 
by  those  fkmiliar  with  the  difficulties  over- 
come  and   the   results    achieved: 

"The  Labor  Programme  which  the  Con- 
ference of  Peace  has  adopted  as  part  of 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  constitutes  one  of  the 
most  important  achievemnts  of  the  new  day 
in  which  the  interests  of  labor  are  to  be 
systematically  and  intelligently  safeguarded 
and  promoted. 

"Amidst  the  multitude  of  other  interests 
this  great  step  forward  is  apt  to  be  over- 
looked, and  yet  no  other  single  thing  that 
has  been  done  will  help  more  to  stabilise 
conditions  of  labor  throughout  the  world 
and  ultimately  relieve  the  unhappy  condi- 
tions which  in  too  many  places  have  pre- 
vailed. 

'*  Personal! V  I  regard  this  as  one  of  the 
most  gratifying  achievements  of  the  Con- 
ference." 

In  addition  to  the  work  and  conferencea 
herein  outlined,  members  of  our  delegation 
went  to  various  industrial  centers  in  the  dif- 
ferent countries  visited,  meeting,  discussing 
and  holding  conferences  with  trade  union 
representatives  in  a  helpful  interehange  of 
opinions  and  information  as  to  labor  condi- 
tions and  policies. 
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A  rcndezvons  wab  effected  in  London 
March  21,  1919,  for  which  date  a  conference 
^ad  been  arranged  with  a  special  committee 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  Brit- 
ish Trades  Union  Congress  to  discuss  mat- 
ters relative  to  the  proposed  International 
Trade  Union  Conference  and  if  possible 
affree  to  some  mutually  satisfactory  time 
and  place  for  holding  such  conference.  Our 
delegation  went  into  the  matter  in  detail 
with  the  result  that  the  special  committee 
agreed  to  farorably  recommend  to  the  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  our  desire  that  the  pro- 
posed International  Trade  Union  Conference 
suffsested  for  May  be  postponed  until  a 
later  date,  preferably  October,  in  Washing- 
ton. D.  C. 

During  the  entire  trip  the  mission  was  in 
frequent  communication  with  the  office  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  and  many  suflrgestions  and  rec- 
ommendations were  either  cabled  or  written 
to  headquarters  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

The  delegation  left  London  March  81,  and 
sailed  from  Plymouth  that  evening  for  New 
York  via  Brest,  France,  in  the  steamship 
••Rotterdsm,"  reachng  New  York,  April  10, 
1919. 

It  is  the  unanimous  feeling  of  the  delega- 
tion that  its  objects  in  going  abroad  were 
fulfilled  and  that  its  efforts  were  successful. 
We  feel  that  we  accomplished  everything 
that  was  possible  under  the  circumstances 
and  that  the  mark  of  American  Labor's 
constructive  purpose  was  left  indelibly  writ- 
ten into  the  structure  of  the  future  peace. 

If  it  was  not  possible  during  our  stay  in 
Europe  to  hold  an  International  Trade  Union 
Conference,  no  effort  was  spared  in  that 
direction  and  there  is  every  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  a  meeting  of  this  kind  will  ma- 
terialise as  the  result  of  our  efforts. 

We  feel  that  our  work  in  connection  with 
Uie  Peace  Conference  amply  justified  the 
effort  expended  and  it  is  ^th  some  pride 
that  we  point  out  to  the  workers  of  America 
the  fact  that  the  deliberations  held  in  con- 
nection with  the  Peace  Conference  clearly 
demonstrated  the  position  of  leadership  held 
by  the  American  labor  movement,  a  leader- 
ship that  rests  upon  the  solid  achievements 
gained  for  the  workers  of  America  by  the 
trade  union  movement  of  our  country. 

We  did  not  accomplish  everything  that  we 
had  hoped  to  accomplish.  We  did,  however, 
gain  as  much  as  it  was  possible  to  gain.  If 
there  remains  much  unfinished  work  it  is 
•imply  an  indication  that  the  world  has  not 
yet  reached  a  stage  where  the  right  can  be 
won  for  labor  without  continuing  to  strug- 
gle. We  are  more  firmly  convinced  than 
ever  of  the  practical  success  of  the  policy  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  of  its  constructive  effect 
in  realising  the  ideals  and  aspirations  of  the 
working  people  for  a  greater  and  ever  great- 
er measure  of  freedom  and  Justice  and  de- 
mocracy. Our  experience  has  taught  us 
afresh  that  the  sure  way  to  progress  is  the 
way  that  lies  through  a  constant  contact 
with  the  fkcts  and  conditions  of  life  which 


has  always   been   the  purpose  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L. 

We  feel  that  we  have  a  right  to  say  that 
the  world  will  better  understand  the  needs 
of  labor  in  the  future  as  the  result  of  our 
work  abroad  and  that  the  world  will  more 
readily  find  a  way  to  satisfy  those  needs. 
Fraternally  submitted, 

SAMUEL  GOMPERS, 
President,     American     Federation     of 
Labor. 

JAMES  DUNCAN, 
President,     Granite     Cutters'     Inter- 
national Association  of  America. 

JOHN  R.  ALPINE. 
J^resident.      United      Association      of 
Plumbers  and  Steam  Fitters. 

FRANK  DUFFY, 
Secretary,     United     Brotherhood     of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America. 

WILLIAM    GREEN. 
Secretary -Treasurer,      United       Mine 
Workers  of  America. 


The  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  International  Labor  Relations. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  list  of 
changes   in  committee  appointments: 

Frank  J.  Hayes  from  the  Committee  on 
Laws,  appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  State  Organisations. 

D.  A.  Carey  from  the  Committee  on 
Shorter  Work  Day  to  the  Committee  on 
Law. 

Benjamin  Schlessinger  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Organisation  to  the  Committee  on 
Shorter   Work   Day. 

Edward  J.  Ryan  to  Committee  on  Or- 
ganisation. 

President  Gompers  stated  that  Delegate 
Hayes  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on 
State  Organization  because  of  the  absence 
of  Yice-Presidttnt  Alpine. 

Resolutions  were  introduced  and  Presi- 
dent Gompers  informed  the  delegates  that 
resolutions  would  be  received  at  room  618, 
Alamac  Hotel,  until  10  o'clock  tonight,  and 
on  the  second  day  unto  time  of  adjourn- 
ment, and  after  that  time  it  would  require 
unanimous  consent  to  introduce  a  resolution 
in  accordance  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L. 

At  five  o'clock  the  convention  was  ad- 
journed to  9.80  A.  M..  Tuesday,  June  10th. 
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REPORT  OF  A.  F.  OF  L.  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 


Atlantic  City,  Nbw  Jbrsby,  June  9, 1919, 
To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Pedr 
eration  of  Labor,  Greeting: 

We  present  to  you  herewith  our  report  of  work  done  during  the  year  just  closed  together 
with  a  number  of  recommendations  having  most  important  bearing  on  the  future  work 
of  the  labor  movement 

We  have  held  seven  meetings  since  the  close  of  our  last  convention,  including  a  meeting 
in  this  city  since  our  arrival.  We  have  considered  eighty-eight  documents  covering  dif- 
ferent important  matters  which  required  our  attention  and  action  during  the  interim 
of  meetings. 

The  year  just  closed  has  beyond  doubt  been  the  most  eventful  year  in  the  history 
of  American  trade  unionism,  bringing  with  it  problems  of  great  magnitude  and  of  the 
utmost  importance.  Our  movement,  guided  by  the  basic  principles,  the  correctness 
of  which  has  been  long  since  proven,  was  able  successfully  to  meet  and  deal  with  every 
situation  developed  by  the  most  trying  times  through  which  we  have  passed. 

We  are  able  to  present  to  you  in  this  report  a  most  gratifying  increase  in  membership 
and  strength,  and  to  lay  before  you  an  outlook  that  is  rich  in  opportunity. 

During  the  months  when  our  nation  was  straining  every  effort  to  meet  the  test  of  war, 
the  thought  of  the  labor  movement  proved  itself  to  be  the  guiding  thought  of  the  nation. 
Today,  in  the  remaking  of  the  world  for  peace,  the  thought  and  the  morality  of  the  labor 
movement  must  continue  to  be  the  great  guiding  force  of  progressive  civilization. 
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SECRETARY  MORRISON'S  REPORT 


To  the  Officers  and  Deleoates  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 

Labor: 

FiLLO  vr  UmoNisTs :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  to  you  of  the  receipts  and  expenses 
for  the  past  twelve  months,  beginning  May  1.  1918.  and  ending  April  30.  1910. 

It  Is  with  satisfaction  I  report  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  a  balance  on  hand  of  $217.490.16 — 
$192,490.16  in  cash  and  $2  >.000  loaned  to  the  trustees  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Bulldhig.  Of  the  total 
amount  on  hand  $179,725.89  is  in  the  def'  ase  fund  for  the  local  trade  and  federal  labor  unions  and 
can  be  used  to  pay  benefits  only  in  case  of  a  strike  or  lockout  of  the  members  of  these  local  unions. 

The  balance.  $37,764.27  is  in  the  general  fund,  and  aTailable  for  the  general  expenses  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  total  receipts  from  all  sources.  $654,687.57;  the  total  expenses.  $587,518.39;  excess  of 
receipts  over  expenses.  $67. 169. 18. 

The  following  are  ttie  receipts  %nd  expenses  for  the  twelve  months  ending  April  30,  1919: 

BXCBXPTB 

Balance  on  hand  April  30.  1918  ($165,320.98)  Cash  Balance $125,320  98 

Per  capita  tax. i    $358,817  96 

American  FederationisL . 138,388  39 

Defense  fund  for  local  trade  and  federal  labor  unions: 

Per  capita  tax  from  locals . $39,136  19 

Refund  of  strike  benefits 172  00 

Refund  on  Loan  for  A.  F.  of  L.  Building 15.000  00 


54.308  19 

Initiation  fees. 36.963  98 

One-cent  assessment ^ 26,108  86 

Supplies ^ 20.486  4 1 

Premiums  on  bonds  of  officers  of  imlons  bonded  through  the  A.  F.  of  L.  9.626  78 

Interest  on  funds  on  deposit  and  from  U.  S.  liberty  bonds 4.600  97 

Disbanded  and  suspended  unions  and  fees  for  charters  not  issued 3,745  22 

Reinstatement  fees . 1.661  81 


$654,687  57 


Total  receipts... $780,008  55 

BXPSNSaS 

General  expenses ,   $373,017  01 

American  FederationisL . . 122.657  25 

One-cent  assessment '. 26.108  86 

Defense  fund: 

Strike  benefits  to  local  trade  and  federal  labor  unions..   $7,636  00 

Refund  of  overpayment  of  per  capita  tax 18  50 


7.654  50 

Premiums  on  bonds  of  officers  of  affiliated  unions. 8,067  33 

Refund  of  initiation  fees. 113  44 

Paid  to  trustees  for  A.  F.  of  L.  Building  Fund__..^ 50.000  00 


Total  expense. : $687,518  39 


Cash  balance  on  hand  April  30,  1919 $192,490  16 
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BBOAPITULATIOV 

In  gmeral  ftind— ^ , $87,764  17 

In  Defense  Fund  for  local  and  Federal  Labor  Unkmf  (cash) 154.725  80 


Oa«h  balance  on  band  April  80. 1919. $102,490  16 

Loan  to  Trustees  for  A.  F.  of  L  Building  Fund  flrom  Dcfoise  Fund 25.000  00 


Total  balance  on  band  April  80. 1010 $217,400  16 


BXPBN8I8  GBOUPBD 

Tbe  following  It  tbe  grouping  under  tbeir  respective  beads  of  tlMQdetalled  montbly  expenses: 
Appropriations: 

Trades  and  Labor  Ckngress  of  Canada. . $600  00 

P«r  capita  tax  for  directly  affiliated  local  unions: 

Metal  Trades  Department 

Union  Label  Trades  Department 

Rent ; 

Refunds  on  premiums  on  bonds,  overpayments  on  per  capita  tax  and  supplies  returned 
Premiums! 

Bonds,  local  unions 


Secretary's  bond^ 
Fire  insurance 


Hxpressage.  freight  and  drayagei. 
Legislative  enpenses.. 


Newspapers,  magazines  and  books.. 
Office  fixtures 


Postage  stamps.. 


Printing  and  binding  proceedings  of  tbe  St.  Paul  Convention 

Supplies  and  printing 

Telegrams ^ : 

Expenses  entertaining  fraternal  delegates  fh>m  Canada.. 


Bxpenses  of  fraternal  delegates  to  Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  and  Great 
Britain 

S».  Paul: 

Committee  rooms .^ 

Expenses.  Secretary  attending  St.  Paul  Convention.. 


Messenger,  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Assistant  Secretary.. 

Printing  and  supplies 

Printing  dally  prooeedlngSL. 
Stenographera. 


Treasurer.. 


Office  employes.. 

Expenses: 

Auditing  and  Credential  Committee.. 

Executive  Council  meetlng&. 

Conmiittee  rooms,  baggage,  telegrams,  typewriter  rentals,  etc.,  E.  C.  meetings 

Stenograpbers'  expenses  attending  E.  C.  meetings 

President  traveling  during  year 

Secretary  traveling  during  year 


206  78 

50  00 

10,507  00 

87  88 

8.067  88 

10  00 

8  87 

790  18 

6.472  26 

833  01 

337  76 

8/104  65 

2.484  07 

50.171  40 

6.655  82 

106  07 

878  78 

220  50 

268  41 

450  00 

216  00 

1.880  70 

2.141  06 

Telegrams,  telephone,  stamps,  porters,  reading  proof,  sending  out  daily  pro- 
ceedings, rent  of  typewriters,  and  desks,  typewriting,  photographs,  supplies, 
stationery  and  hauling . 280  08 

ScOary: 

President 

Secretary 


7,500  00 

5,000  00 

500  00 

68.717  40 

542  40 

10,012  82 

107  50 

601  12 

1,166  61 

$44  64 
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Defense  Fund: 

SUike  beneflte.. 


Refund  of  orerpayment  of  per  capita  tax  received  firom  local  trade  and  federal 
labor  unions 


Organizing  ezpenses.. 


Printing  and  publiihing  American  FederaHonist^ 

Printing,  publishing  and  editing  American  Federation  of  Labor  Weekly  News  Letter^ 

Postage  on  American  Federaticm  of  Labor  Weekly  News  Letter. 

Initiation  fees  refunded  to  local  trade  and  fMeral  labor  unions 

Paid  to  trustees  fbr  A.  F.  of  L.  Building  Fund. 


One-cent  assessment  levied  as  our  Emergency  War  Measure 

Floral  piece  in  memory  of  T.  J.  Savage  of  the  International  Association  of  Machinists 
Expenses  A.  F.  of  L.  delegate  to  Union  Label  Trades  and  Metal  Trades.  St.*  Paul 

Conventions 

Compiling  and  printing  A.  F.  of  L.  Year  Book ^ 


Payment  on  work  of  Pan-American  FederatftOn  of  Labor- 
Expenses  A.  F.  of  L.  Committee  on  Industrial  Education.. 


Engrossing  resolutions  for  Messrs.  O'Connetl,  Lennon  and  Periuun.. 

Expenses  Committee  on  Social  Insurance. 

Legal  expenses 

Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor. 


7.630  00 


18  00 

.   166.GO0  60 

.   122.657  26 

6.867  26 

100  00 

113  44 

50,000  00 

26.106  86 

1      25  00 

1 

69  86 

6.660  00 

1.400  00 

206  68 

450  00 

687  00 
2.000  00 

1.800  00 

TotaL 


$587,518  39 


AMERICAN  FEDERATIONIST 

The  receipts  on  account  of  the  American  FederatUmist  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30 
1019,  are  $138,388.41.  the  total  expenses  are  $122,567.25.  which  is  an  excess  of  receipts  over 
I  of  $15,831.16.   The  outstanding  accounts  on  April  30,  1919.  were  $4,289.56. 
The  following  are  the  receipts  and  expenses  for  the  twelve  months  ending  April  30.  1919: 


BXCXXPTS 

Advertisements  and  subscriptions $90,243  79 

Tax  received  ftom  locaU  trade  and  federal  labor  unions  on  account  of  subscriptions....       39.144  62 


Total.. 


$138,388  41 


■ZPBNSBS 


Attorney  fees c 

Commissions  on  .advertisements  and  subscriptionsL.. 
Hauling.. 


R.  a.  Dunn  Jc  Co.. 
Postage  stamps.. 


Postage,  pound  rate 

Printing  regular  edition  Amerieon  FederationisL, 


Printing  local  union  edition,  American  FederaHonisL. 
Refunds 


Salaries.... 


Total.. 


BBCAPITULATIOM 


ReoelptSL. 


Excess  of  receipts  over  expenses. 


$633  83 

•0.026  90 

31  00 

150  00 

914  26 

$.100  00 

9.334  45 

46.983  24 

21   <6 

1.361  82 

$122,557  26 


$138,388  41 
122.557  26 


$15,831  16 
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DIRECTLY  CHARTERED  LOCAL  TRADE  AND  FEDERAL  LABOR  UinONS 

On  April  30, 1910.  this  year  we  had  884  local  trade  and  federal  labor  unions  with  an  average 
membership  for  the  twelve  months  of  65.227  in  good  standing,  and  a  defense  fund  of  S179,725.89 
to  protect  the  members  of  these  unions  in  case  of  strike  or  lockout. 

There  are  only  14  of  the  111  national  and  international  unions  that  have  a  larger  member- 
ship than  is  contained  in  the  884  local  trade  and  federal  labor  unions  directly  chartered  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

In  case  of  strike,  the  Federation  has  a  substantial  defense  fund  to  assist  in  sustaining  the 
directly  affiliated  members. 

There  are  also  2.091  district  organizers,  as  well  as  the  paid  organizers,  and  816  city  central 
bodies  ready  to  respond  to  a  call  to  assist  members  of  local  unions  in  case  of  a  strike  or  lockout. 

Many  strikes  that  would  have  cost  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  a  large  sum  were 
averted  during  the  past  year  through  the  assistance  of  organizers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  adjusting  the  differences  with  employers  and  securing  conditions  desired  by  the  union. 

Defense  Fand  for  Local  Trade  and  Federal  Labor  Unions 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  received  tram  and  paid  to  our  local  trade  and 
federal  labor  unions,  giving  average  membership,  number  of  weeks  benefit,  and  the  amount 
received  by  each  organization  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  April  30,  1919: 


Receipts  fjrom  Local  Trade  and  Federal  Labor  Unions  for  Defense  Fund. $39,136  19 

Return  to  Defense  Fund  by  Trustees.  A.  F.  of  L.  Building  Fund 15.000  00 

Returned  Strike  Benefits 172  00 


TotaL $54,308  19 


Union  and  Location. 


Total  strike  benefits.. 
Refund  of  overpayment  of  per  capita  tax  received  in  Defense  Fund. 


Averase 
Membership. 

Weeks. 

Amount. 

59 

7 

$1,668  00 

64 

4 

1.028  00 

50 

5 

1.008  00 

108 

2 

864  00 

95 

2 

760  00 

46 

3 

496  00 

27 

4 

432  00 

33 

3 

400  00 

12 

6 

308  00 

24 

3 

288  00 

9 

5 

192  00 

17 

2 

136  00 

3 

3 

36  00 

2 

2 

20  00 

..^ 

.    $7,636  00 

eFund... 

18  50 

Total  expenses : ~ $7,654  50 


BBCAPITULATIOM 

Gash  balance  in  defense  fund  April  30,  1918 $108,072  20 

Receipts  for  twelve  months  ending  April  30,  1919 54.308  19 

Total  cash  balanoa $162,380  39 

Paid  out  of  defense  fund 7,654  50 

Cash  balance  in  defense  ftmd  for  local  trade  and  federal  labor  unions,  April  30, 

1919 $154,725  89 

Loan  to  trustees  for  A.  F.  of  L.  Building  Fund 25.000  00 

Balance  In  defense  fund,  including  loan.  April  30.  1919 $179,725  89 
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ONE-CENT  ASSESSMENT 

Tbe  St.  Paul  Oonveiitioii  decided  that  as  our  emergency  war  iiMasare  the  Executive  Council 
be  authorized  to  levy  an  asseaazoent  of  one  cent  per  capita  upon  the  memberelilp  of  the  affiliated 
organizations. 

The  E.  C.  at  their  meeting.  July  23-28.  1918,  considered  the  demands  upon  the  funds  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  created  by  the  War.  and  anticipating  the  further  additional  outlay 
that  would  be  necessary  and  acting  upon  the  authority  provided  in  the  reaolution.  levied  an  assess- 
ment of  one  cent  per  member  upon  affiliated  organizations. 

The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  amount  received  from  the  one-cent  assessment  and  the 
amotmt  expended: 


BSCKIPTS 

Receipts.  August  10. 1918.  to  and  including  April  30.  1919.. 

XXPXNSSS 


.S26.108  86 


NAiia 


SSBVXC  ■ 


Amount 


Aug.   9,  1918.   Samuel  Gompers 

Dec.  31. 1918.  James  Duncan 

Jno.  R.  Alpine 

Feank  Duflfy.-^ 

"  Wm.*Qreen 

G.  H.  Oyster..^ 

J.  B.  Mahan 

Dec.  31,  1918.   G.  W.  Perldns. 

John  Moore 

*•  John  Frey 


On  account  of  expenses 

>n  to  Great  Britain,  France  and 


Matthew  WolL.. 


__  _^_^__  ___member^  American 

Lahor  Mission 

Italy  . 

On  account  expenses  as  member  of  A.  F.  of  L. 

Peace  Delegation  to  Europe -. 

On  account  expenses  as  member  of  A.  F.  of  L. 

Peace  Delegation  to  Europe _.... 

On  account  expenses  as  member  of  A.  F.  of  L. 

Peace  Delegation  toBurope 
On  account  expenses  as  mem 

Peace  Delegation  to  Europ 
On  account  expenses  as  an  ass 

fo  L.  Peace  Delegation  to 
On  account  expenses  as  an  asa 

of  L.  Peace  Delegation  to  Ei 
Expenses  A.  F.  of  L.  Comi 

struction 

Expenses  A.  F.  of  L.  Committee  on  Recon- 
struction  

Expenses  A. 

struction.. 


F.  of  L.  Committee  on  Recon- 


Expenses.  aaltay  and 
D.  C.  to  New  York  am 


B.  M.  Jewell. 


expeni 

a  return  and  expenses 

A.  F.  of  L.  Committee  on  Reconstruction. 


_        .  Washington, 
return  and  exi 


F.  of  L.  Committee  on  Recon- 


Jan.    3,  1919.   Samuel  Gompers 

Jan.  27.  1919. 

Jan.  27.  1919.   Rlggs  National  Bank 

Feb.  26. 1919.    Samuel  Gompers 

Feb.  26,  1919.    Rlggs  National  Bank 

Aug.  12,  1918.  to  Feb.  26.  1919.  S.  Ig- 

lesias. :. 

Aug.  22   to   Dec.  23.  1918.  J.  Murray 
Nov.4.1918.  to  Feb.  14.1919.C.  N.  Idar 

TotaL 


Expenses  A. 

struction ^ 

On  account  of  expenses  as  member  of  A.  F.  of  L. 

Peace  Delegation  to  Europe 

Amount  cabled  to  A.  F.  of  L.  Peace  Delegation 

to  Europe  on  account  of  expenses. 

Cablegram,  charges  on  money  forwarded  and 

message  to  A.  F.  of  L.  Peace  Delegation  to 

Europe— ^ 

Amount  cabled  to  A.  F.  of  L.  Peace  Delegation 

to  Burope  on  account  of  expenses. 

Cablegram,  charges  on  money  forwarded  and 

message  to  A.  F.  of  L.  Peace  Delegation  to 

Organizing  expenses 

Legislative  and  organizing  expenses. 

Organizing  expenses . ...^ 


S1.500  00. 

1.500  00 

1,600  00 

1,600  00 

1,500  00 

1,000  00 

1,000  00 

382  66 

249  55 

206  02 

195  00 

60  00 

850  00 

5.000  00 

7  36 
5,000  00 


5  68 

1,958  20 
1,432  37 
1.264  02 


S26.108  86 


Receipts... 
Exyens6Si_ 


BBCAPITULATION 


„  $26,1 08  86 
.    26,108  86 


FUND  FOB  PBOMOTING  AND  ADTANCING  COOPEBATION 

Contributions  to  fund  for  promoting  and  advancing  cooperation  upon  the  plan  of  the  Roch- 
dale Cooperative  Society,  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of  the  Buffalo,  1917,  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention 
to  April  30.  1919.  $2,384.03. 
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OEGANIZINO  B1:PBNSBS 
The  following  list  of  organizers,  who  were  engaged  in  varioua  States  under  salaries  from,  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  shows  that  there  has  been  expended  firom  the  general  fund  for 
organizing  work  during  the  K>ast  twelve  months  $166,609.56.  Of  this  amount  S3.569.19  was  paid 
to  district  or  volimteer  organizers,  in  sums  ranging  flrom  S5  to  $50.  for  organizing  central  bodies 
and  local  trade  and  federal  labor  unions,  and  adjusting  strikes  and  grievances  of  local  unions  affili- 
ated directly  or  indirectly  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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Namb 


Statbb  Whbbbdi  Wobk  Wab  Donb 


Amount 
Received. 


4«.  A.  Jonloe. 

47.  8.  HermaD  Alter 

48.  J.  O.  Brown ^^ 

49.  J.  T.  Wooda 

50.  ObM.  A.  Bnmdt.. 

51.  pora  B.  HogaiL 

«2.  8.  J.  RokoS 

68.  O.  N.  Idar. 

M.  Mrs.  Cora  Lape^ 

56.  L.  y.  LaqdpflQo. 

M.  Cora  Bdmonde.. 

67.  J.  Mlnszewflkl 

68.  R.  8.  Sexton. 

69.  Henry  Totihanen^ 

60.  A.  R.  Linn. 

61.  John  Murray. 

62.  C.  M.  Slater 

68.  P.  Qulnlan 

64.  O.  E.  Hyatt 

66.  W.  H.  Yonng 

66.  JaneHamor 

67.  Mn.  Betty  Hawley^ 

68.  Elizabeth  Jenldnal.. 

69.  Jamee  Leonard 

70.  Jas.  E.  Roach.  Jr 

71.  J.  Brown. 

72.  T.  A.  Harris. 

78.  W.  E.  Ball 

74.  Rebecca  MeketoiL..^ 
76.  Grant  Hamilton.. 

76.  D.  Kreyllng. 

77.  Helen  Murphy 

78.  Mr».  F.  Hipp. 

79.  Myrtle  McDonald 

80.  E.  Anderson 

81.  Fred  Howard 

82.  Louis  Korosec 

83.  L.  Thompsoa 

84.  MeUndaSoott 

86.  Harry  M.  White 

86.  Anna  P.  Cherry 

87.  John  O.  Walsh. 

sa  JaneOloott. 

89.  W.  W.  Hale 

90.  Anna  Danard 

91.  RettaLewtaL 

92.  W.  E.  Terry 

98.  R.  O.  Janer 

94.  R.  E.  Ctodfelter.... 
96.  O.  O.  CampbeU. 

96.  John  J.  Dean. 

97.  C.  AvflcsL ^.ZZ:Z 

98.  Chas.  W.  0*Danlea... 

99.  J.  E.  Wlnstanley 

100.  A.  Farmllo. 

101.  John  Jancknowikt... 

102.  W.  A.  Nealy 

108.  F.  A.  CanflekL. 

104.  Wm.  J.  Lamb.  Jr.._« 
106.  W.  O.  BIrthwrlght...! 

106.  Albert  E.  HUL, 

107.  C.  B.  Nelson. 

108.  W.  O.  Wilson. . 

109.  P.  R.  Bca 

110.  Edw.  CunninKhanL... 

111.  M.  E.  AUrie?.. 

112.  E.  Fenton 


Rhode  Island,  Massachusetts.  New  York.  Maine 

Pennsylvania 

I  Illinois.  Peonsylvanla. 

'  California.... 
lUlnols... 


New  York.  Illinois.  Wisconsin.  Indiana.. 

Pennsylvania.  Ohio,  Illinois 

Tens.  Meiico 

Illinois... 


Maryland.  Virginia,  PcnneylTanla.  Teias.  Illinois.  Mle- 


Mfehlgan.. 


Massachusetts.  Rhode  Island... 

Porto  Rkso. 

Minnesota^. 


Pennsylvania,  Ohio.  Missouri,  New  York.  Indlanau.. 

Mexico.  Texas 

Pennsylvania 

Pennsylvania 

Colorado 

Colorado 

New  York 

New  York 

Michigan.. 


Louisiana.... 

New  York. 

Virginia.  North  Carolina.... 

Pennsylvania.. 

Indiana.. 


Pennsylvania 

District  of  Columbia.- 

Missouri.  lUinoia 

Illinois... 


District  of  Columbia^. 


District  of  Columbia- 


Colorado 

Colorado.. 


Colorado 


Minnesota.. 


New  York.  New  Jersey- 
Tennessee. 

New  York 

Callfomla 

New  York 

Alabama 

New  Yoric 

Missouri... 
FloridSL. 


Oklahoma.. 


North  CardJna... 
Iowa. 


North  Carolina.- 
Porto  Rico.. 


North  Carolina.. 

Alabama 

Canada 

New  York... 
Massachusetts., 
lowa^. 
Ohla- 


Tennessee... 
Tennessee... 
Missouri.... 
California... 

Indiana 

Tezaa. 


TotsL.. 


Canada . 
Oklahoma.. 


Paid  to  district  organizers  In  amounts  less  than  860.. 


81.817  66 

1.197  72 

1.198  89 
1.167  90 
1.122  62 
1,068  88 

980  66 
844  74 
690  20 

660  47 

620  00 
616  60 
610  08 
688  78 
699  20 
680  18 
640  00 

621  66 
621  88 
468  24 
460  00 
460  00 
420  00 
417  22 
406  84 
401  86 
896  48 
836  80 
800  00 
202  00 
272  00 
262  26 
240  00 
190  00 
196  80 
102  00 
102  00 
190  00 
177  60 
177  40 
176  62 
144  10 
160  00 
144  26 
140  00 
140  00 
123  16 
120  26 
120  00 
110  00 
106  00 
100  00 

97  10 
90  00 
84  60 
81  80 
80  00 
76  94 
70  26 
62  00 

61  42 
60  00 
60  00 

60  00 

62  90 

61  60 
60  00 

8.669  19 


.  S166.609  66 


*  Includes   $3,261.24  paid  for  one-half  rent  of  oflloe.   salary  stenographer,  telegrams, 
statioaery  and  office  supplies. 

**  Includes  $2,166.81  paid  fbr  rent  of  office  and  office  expenses,  salary  of  stsnogfapher, 
interpreter,  and  othv  wgittliers. 
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REPORT  OP  PROOEBDINOS 


CHAETEES  ISSUED 

During  'the  tweWe  months  ending  April  30,  1919.  there  has  been  issued  555  chartera  to 
National  and  International,  State  Central,  Local  Trade  and  Federal  Labor  Unions. 
Of  this  number,  three  were  granted  to  the  followbig  internationals: 
International  Federation  of  Draftsmen's  Union; 
Oil  Field,  Gas  Well  and  Refinery  Workers  of  America; 
International  Steel  and  Oopper  Plate  Engravers'  League. 
One  State  Branch:  Mississippi  State  Federation  of  Labor. 
Seventy  Central  Bodies,  as  follows: 


Alabama: 

Indiana: 

North  Carolina: 

Albany. 

ConnersvlUe. 

Greensboro. 

(Florence,  Sheffield.  Tub- 

Dunkirk. 

North  Dakota: 

cumbia.) 

Petersburg. 

Minot. 

MobUe. 

Washington 

Ohio: 

Arizona: 

Kansas: 

Ashtabula. 

Prescott. 

Atchinson. 

CrooksvlUe. 

Arkansas: 

Little  Rock. 
Sebastian  County. 

Chanute. 
Independence. 
Neodesha. 
Newton. 

Gallon. 
Marion. 
WellsvUle. 
Oklahoma: 

California: 

Parsons. 

Muskogee. 

Coalinga. 

Louisiana: 

Weleetica. 

Martinez. 

MadlsonvUle  andjvicinity 

Oregon: 

Morgan  City. 

Coos  Bay  and  vicinity 

Ouelph.  Ontario. 

Maryland: 

Panama: 

Peterborough,  Ontario. 

Hagerstown. 

Balboa. 

Samla.  Ontario. 

Massachusetts: 

Pennsylvania: 

St.  Thomas.  Ontario. 

Greenfield. 

Tjrrone. 

Windsor,  Ontario. 

Quincy. 

Waynesboro. 

Colorado: 

Minnesota: 

Porto  Rico: 

La  Junta. 

Mankato. 

Ponce. 

Connecticut: 

Nangatuck. 
Florida: 

Jacksonville. 

New  Ulm. 
Mississippi: 

Hattiesburg. 

Vicksburg. 
Nebraska: 

South  Carolina: 

Charleston. 
Spartansburg. 

Texas: 

Key  West. 

Haetings. 

Dennison. 
Laredo. 
Washington: 

Georgia: 

Brunswick. 

North  Platte. 
Nevada  * 

Brunswick. 
IlUnois: 

White  Pine  County. 
New  Mexico: 

Centralla. 
Vancouver. 

Cairo. 

Clovls. 

Wisconsin: 

Preeport. 

New  York: 

Janesville. 

Iowa: 

Hooftlck  Fails. 

Boone. 

WellsvUle. 

Two  Rivers. 

CHARTERS  EEYOKEO,  SUSPENDED,  SURRENDEEED.  DISBANDED,  JOINED  INTER- 
NATIONAL  UNIONS  AND  RESTORED 

Imtkbnational  Unions:  Suspended,  2.  International  Brotherhood  of  Steam  Shovd  and 
Dredgemen,  membership,  5.412:  Ceramic  Mosaic  and  Encaustic  Tile  Layers  and  Helpers' 
International  Union,  membership,  2.500.  Amalgamated.  1.  International  Brotherhood  of 
Tip  Printers,  membership.  266.  with  International  Brotherhood  of  Bookbinders,  member- 
ship. 16.444. 

Cbntbal  Bodibs:  Disbanded.  19;  suspended.  17. 

Local  Traob  Unions.  Disbanded.  5:  suspended,  195;  joined  national  and  international  organiza- 
tions, 217;  reinstated.  29;  merged.  1. 

Fbdbbal  Labob  Unions.  Disbanded.  5;  suspended.  65:  Joined  national  and  international 
unions,  16. 
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VOTING  STRENGTH 

The  following  table  shows  the  voting  strength  of  the  afHllated  unions  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  for  the  years  191 1  up  to  and  including  1919.  This  table  is  based  upon  the  average 
membership  reported  or  paid  upon  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor: 


Oroaniiations. 


Balcery  &  Confectionery  Wkrs.  I.  U.  of  A — 

Barbers*  International  Union,  Jour 

Bill  Posters. .. 

Blacksmiths.  Intl.  Brotherhood  of — 

Boilermakers  and  Iron  Shipbuilders. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union 

Bookbinders.  Intl.  Brotherhood  of. 

Brewery  Worlunen,  International  Union — 

Brick  and  Clay  Workers,  etc 

Bricklayers.  Masons  &  Plasterers'  I.  U.  A... 
Broom  and  Whisk  Makers'  Union.  IntL — 

Brushmakers'  International  Union. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners.  Amalgamated 

Carpenters  and  Joiners.  United  Bro.  of. 

Carriage  and  Wagon  Workers. i 

Carvers'  Union,  International  Wood 

Car  Workers.  International  Assn.  of. 

Cement  Workers 

Chainmakers'  National  Union.__ 

Cigarmakers'  International  Union 

Clerks.  Bro.  of  Railway 

Clerks.  Bro.  of  Railway  Postal „... 

Clerks.  Intl.  Protective  Assn.  Retail 

Clerks.  National  Post-offlce... 

Cloth  Hat  and  Cap  Makers.  United 

Commercial  Telegraphers .^..... 

Compressed  Air  &  Foundation  Workers. — 

Coopers'  International  Union 

Cutting  Die  &  Cuttermakers.  Intl  Union .. 

Diamond  Workers'  Prot.  Union  of  A 

Draftsmen's  Union.  Intl .„ a. 

Electrical  Workers.  International  Bro 

Elevator  Constructors. 

Engineers.  B'n.Asa.  of  U.  S.  &  C.Nat.Mar. 

Engineers,  Intl.  Union  of  Steam.... 

Engravers,  Steel  and  Copper  Plate 

Express  Messengers  of  A. .  Bro.  of  Railway.. 
Federal  Employes.  National  Fed.  of 


1911.   1912.   1913.   1914.   1915.   1916.1  1917.   1918.   1919 


138 
285 

14 
100 
199 
327 

79 
450 

34 

2 
78 
1946 
20 
12 
46 
90 

c 

436 

50 

150 
16 
22 
10 

6 
43 

3 


189 
21 


160 


Fire  Fighiers,  International  Assn.  of. 

Firemen.  Intl.  Bro.  of  Stationary 

Freight  Handlers,  Bro.  of  Railroad 

Flour  and  Cereal  Mill  Enaployes. 

Foundry  Employes.  Intl.  Bro.  of. — 

Fur  Workers.  International  Assn.  of 

Fur  Workers'  Union  of  U.  S.  &  C.  Intl 

Oarment  Workers  of  America.  United. 

Glass  Bottle  Blowers'  Assn.  of  U.  S.  &  C 

Glass  Workers'  International  Asso..  AmaL. 

Glass  Workers,  American  Flint. 

Glass  Workers.  National  Whidow 

Glove  Workersu .. .„.........^..-... 

Grinders'  National  Union,  Table  Knife 

Grinders  &  Fhiishers.  Pocket  Knife  Blade.. 

Oranite  Cutters'  Intl.  Asso.  of  A..  The 

Hatters  of  North  America,  United 

Heat  Frost.  Genl.  Insulators,  and  Abestos.. 
Hodcarriers  and  Common  Laborers. 


.  ^#  TTmI^a^    0*0 «^a 


nA   r^txnnA^ 


80 
40 

6 
c 


525 
100 

'I 


9 

t 

3 

135 

85 

8 

127 

49 

430 

45 

100 

3 

9 

668 

50 

26 

26 

6 


21 

9 

250 

671 

6 


146 
299 

14 

93 
167 
333 

85 
450 

34 
J.. 

I 

1923 
27 

^2 

90 

c 

415 

50 

"iso" 

18 
28 
10 
6 
45 


151 
318 

14 

90 
162 
343 

91 
450 

39 

2 

2107 
29 

^8 

90 

c 

402 

50 

160" 

22 

38 

10 

8 

46 

3 

3 


196 
23 


177 
■  "2" 


114 

2.5 

5 
c 


464 

100 

11 


11 


135 

85 

8 

125 
52 

476 
45 

100 

2 

10 

584 

50 

26 

20 

6 


24 

9 

235 

598 

5 


227 
26 


200 
*'l* 


160 

5 
c 


585 

100 

13 

91 


13 


135 

85 

8 

221 
53 

539 
55 

100 
tt 
11 

788 

50 

26 

19 

e 


26 

10 

220 

710 

5 


167 
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14 

96 
167 
381 

94 
520 

32 

2 

2128 
36 

73 

c 

400 

50 

15 

150 

28 

36 

10 

10 

45 

3 

3 


308 
27 


203 

■*tf 


160 

20 

6 

c 

8 

607 

100 

12 

99 


11 


135 
85 
10 

256 
67 

590 
64 

102 

n 

699 

55 

28 

18 

c 


28 

t 

250 

754 

5 


158 
341 

14 

85 
173 
356 

85 
520 

29 
.      .». 

2 

1956 
38 

^8 

16 
c 

394 
50 
20 

150 
32 
30 
10 
12 
39 
3 


362 
27 


210 


tt 


175 
359 

16 

97 
182 
390 

93 
496 

32 
.      ^. 

2 

1977 
40 

0 

c 

877 

51 

27 

150 

42 

63 

10 

14 

36 

2 

3 


362 
28 


210 


tt 


160 

t 

6 

c 

37 

422 

100 

11 

94 


10 

t 

3 

135 

85 

10 
319 

57 
606 

65 
100 

II 

663 

60 

41 

18 

c 


35 

260 

719 

5 


170 

i 
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c 

57 

430 

100 

h 

94 


10 
t 
2 

131 
85 
10 

324 
58 

590 
67 

100 
53 
11 

851 

60 

43 

18 

c 


42 

250 

1009 

5 


189 
398 

15 
120 
312 
396 
114 
450 

28 

700 

7 

5 

2317 
42 

»S 
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c 

416 

68 

i 

150 

i 

88 

10 

16 

39 

2 

4 


415 
29 


220 


170 

i 

13 

c 

81 

449 

100 

h 


8 

t 

125 
85 
10 

324 
54 

646 

110 

.i 

12 

823 

60 

46 

k 

e 

32 

25 

46 

255 
1125 
5 


204 
384 

16 
183 
556 
358 
145 
450 

25 
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7 


2673 
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'I 


c 
395 
172 

i 
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i 
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10 

n 
40 

2 

4 
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29 
79 

230 


tt        tt 
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c 
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h 

99 

7 

.] 

91 

16 

367 

64 

652 

161 

160 

48 

12 

895 

60 

56 

k 

e 

41 

305 

49 

260 
1436 
5 
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210 
359 

16 
2s3 
849 
368 
164 
400 

27 
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10 

++ 

• 

3079 

I 

10 

Q 

c 

363 

714 

150 

i 

m 

20 

11 

40 

2 

5 

18 

1312 

30 

128 

250 


1.54 
205 

54 

c 

108 

460 

100 

h 

95 

60 

\ 

:o? 

100 

18 

400 

54 

608 

197 

170 

51 

9 

905 

60 

60 

k 
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67 

307 

56 

T 
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TOTING  STEBNGTBT— Contlnned 


c  Merged  with  Macbinlsts.  b  Merged  with  Moldera.  c  Surrendered  charter,  a  Not  recog- 
nised. «  Merged  with  Carpenters.  /Merged  with  Iron  and  Steel  Workers,  g  Merged 
with  Operative  Plasterers,  h  Merged  with  Painters.  Decorators  and  Paperhangers. 
i  Bro.  of  Bailway  Postal  Clerks  and  National  Federation  of  Post  Office  Clerks,  merged. 
^Suspended  for  failure  to  comply  with  decision  of  Baltimore  Convention,  k  Leather 
workers  on  Horse  Goods  and  Travelers'  Goods  merged  with  Leather  Novelty 
Workers.  /  Suspended  for  fkiilure  to  comply  with  decision  of  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention, 
m  Suspended  for  failure  to  comply  with  decision  of  A.  F.  of  L.  n  Merged  with  Hod- 
carriers.    0  Merged  with  Timber  workers,    p  Merged  with  Bookbioders.         ej' 
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■■NKFITS  PAID  TO  MKMBBBS 


BT  AFnLIATBD  0EaAiriEA«01l8 
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DOMHCI  VHB  PA0T 


Oboanxiatioms. 

Death 
benefits. 

Death 
benefits, 
members' 

wives. 

Sick 
benefits. 

^ssas" 

Tooifn- 
suranoe. 

Unem- 
ployed 
beneftts. 

A.F.of  L.  Locals 

S2.986  40 
11.162  00 
72.490  60 
41.800  00 
13.676  00 
34,207  00 

308.018  16 

47,360  00 

$772  00 
4.000  00 

$3,028  66 
66.183  00 
63.366  27 

$8.630  82 

$10  00 

$820  00 

Bofimnnk^rfl 

Booic>><n<!A»     

Boot  and  Shoe  Workera 

a  08.466  09 
b 

/' 

Biirklayera.  Masons  and 
Plasterers     ...      ... 

\ 

Bridge  and  Structural  Iron 

Worlcerif ^... 

Broom  and  Whisk  Makers 

*Carmen,  Railway 

900  00 

87,600  00 

736.006  82 

4.000  00 

831.938  63 

12.776  00 

7.663  80 

1.600  00 

1.200  00 

106.920  00 

444  90 

ninrka,  Rfltnll 

218.993  99 

10.766  00 

200  00 

22.612  64 

12.616  00 

Cutting  Die*  Makeral      

661  06 

Diamond  Workers....        -   . 

^ 

i  1.136  00 

22-    00 

Electrical  Workers.. 

114.907  00 
6.600  00 

Engravers.  Photo          



14.279  60 

Fire  Fighters     

1.000  00 

Ftr<«n4^,  ^tatjonanr.. 

12.000  00 
3.400  00 
104.677  00 
11.800  00 
74.784  70 
36.1b0  00 
29.000  00 

87.723  80 

39  960  00 

8.760  00 

4.200  00 

1.100  00 

4.000  00 

234.2H8  84 

19.260  00 

4.000  00 

FurWnrkpni                   

Glass  Bottle  Blowers.... 

3.300  00 



QlasB,  Wtadow,  Workers 

Biitt^*n    

Bodcuriers                .  ~ ....  ~— 

Botel  and  Restaurant  Em- 
ployes.   «.      ....... 

8.160  00 
660  00 

99.186  66 
C  49386  00 

Iron  and  Steel  Workers. 

Lace  Operatives ..     .... 

Lftthers 

Laundry  Workera 

I>^ther  Wori«em  . 

= 

6.696  00 

94.836  40 

1.076  00 

•••Letter  Carriers 

Lithographers  

640  do 

134.263  39 
18.400  00 
36.900  00 

22.160  00 

163.636  00 

198.422  23 

14.160  00 

3.826  00 

3  000  00 

62.600  00 

13.376  00 

Moat  Cuttprs         -...— 

Metal  Workers.  Sheet .    . 

.— . 

Mine.    Mm    and    Smcdter 
WorkflTS  , T. 

30.170  00 
4313.32860 

MoldeTn                 

34.366  00 

Palnt«T» r 

26.276  00 

13.806  66 

Pattern  Makers 

Paving  Cutters. 

Piano  and  Organ  Workera. 

1.046  88 

636  06 

160  00 

1.000  00 

97.696  00 

a  30  00 

9,000  00 

20^  00 

Pliimheni 

Pnlfflhoni    Kr«tAl 

Postal  Employes .. 

Potters.     ., 

20  460  OO 
1.000  00 

29  934  10 

2.974  00 

687  432  40 

76.000  00 

Printers  and  Color  Mixers.... 
Printing  Pressmen —   .    ~ 
Quarry  Workers 

, 

126  00 

/ 

Hallway  Employes,  Streets 
Railway  Mali  Association..... 
Roofprs.  ComDOsition 

alOl.99217 

**7o6bb  00 

600  00 

RooffTS  Slate  snd  Tile 

1.600  00 
28.262  00 

7  800  00 

3.600  00 

264.071  00 

A  11.434  60 

Sen  men 

Stereotypers    and    Electro- 

Stove  Monnteiv 

.<.....». ........ 

Tailors 

14.316  76 

300  00 

476.000  00 

10,160  00 

1.060  00 

8.100  00 

366.931  62 

300  00 

22.406  00 

THegraphers.  ConunertcaL 
Telegraphers,  Railroad 

Tobacco  Workers 

4.818  00 

Tunnel  and  Subway  Con- 
structors. 

••Tjrpographical   Union..    .. 
'Wmi.vmv.  Ameri'^A-n  WirA 

1 

Total 

fS.  122.399  63 

$152,355  00 

$1329825  64 

$94,719  58 

$1,079  95 

K906  00 

a.  $4,160  additional.  dL<ia>iiUty  beneflU:  b.  Relief.  $432,796;  c.  Total  disability  bencllts.  additi<ma 
$960{  d.  Disability.  $11,400;  s.  Disability.  $21,426:  /.  $460.  old  age  exemptions;  0.  By  tocal 
unions;  h,  Shipwredc  benefits.  $20. 166  76;  t.  $736.20  for  prevention  and  cure  of  tuberculosis:  i.  Old 
age  pensions.  $287,016;  •.  From  March  31.  1918.  to  March  31.  I9l9;  ••.  Eleven  months  ending 
ApriliOK  1019:  •^.  May  1.  1918.  to  April  1. 19l9. 
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Manx  of  the  local  unions  provldo  death,  lick  and  out-of-work  benellta  fbr  their  memben  in 
additioo  to  the  beneOta  paid  by  the  International  unions.  The  amounts  herelnbeforo  reported 
as  harlng  been  expended  by  the  international  unions  on  account  of  various  benefits  hi  the  past 
year  are,  hi  the  majority  of  cases,  those  paid  dhrectly  by  the  intemationalB.  and  therefore  the 
totals  represent  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  aggregate  sum  paid  by  trade  unions  in  the  way 
oi  benefits. 

IKTBBNATIONAL  UNIONS 
Aibestos  Workers. — Charters  Issued.  12;  surrendered,  1.    Gain  in  membership,  400.    Practically 
every  local  secured  increase  in  wages  and  signed  agreements.    Strikes  pending.  1. 
Number  invoWed.  44.    Oahi  in  wages,  2^  cents  and  ff  to  20  cents  per  hour.    All  locals 
have  agreements  with  arbitration  clause.    Average  wage,  76  cents  per  hour. 

Bakers  and  OonflectionerB. — Chartere  issued.  34;  surrendered,  23.  Gatai  in  membership,  1.890. 
Number  of  persons  involved  in  strikes.  285.  Gain  in  wages,  $3  to  $5  per  week.  Reduo^ 
Uon  in  hours,  1  hour  per  day.  Agreements  secured.  220.  Cost  of  strikes,  $8,420.  As 
a  result  of  organization  hours  have  been  reduced  firom  12  and  16  to8  and  0  per  day  and 
wages  have  increased  trom  $0  to  $28  and  $30  per  week.  Death  benefits,  $11,162;  death 
benefiU,  members'  wives.  $4,000;  stek  benefits,  $66,183. 

Barbers. — Charters  issued,  42;  surrendered.  30.  Strikes  won,  9;  pending,  2;  number  Involved 
in  strikes,  3.122;  number  benefited,  3.122;  number  involved  hi  strikes  pending.  164; 
cost  of  strikes.  $36,069.     Death  benefits.  $72,499.60:  sick  benefits.  $63,366.27. 

Bill  Posters  and  BiUers. — Chartere  issued,  6;  surrendered,  1.  Gain  in  membership,  lOO.  Nimiber 
of  strikes  won.  4;  compromised,  2;  pending,  1.  Number  involved  In  strikes,  400;  nimiber 
involved  in  strikes  pending,  16.  Cost  of  strikes,  $2,000.  Gatai  in  wages  per  day,  40 
per  cent.  As  a  result  of  organization  there  has  been  established  a  100  per  cent  increase 
in  wages,  an  8-hour  day,  also  Saturday  half-holiday. 

Blacksmiths. — Charten  Issued.  162.  Gain  In  membership.  10,000.  Strikes  won.  4;  strikes  pend- 
ing. 2.  Number  of  persons  involved  hi  total  strikes.  830;  number  involved  in  strikes 
pending.  416.  Cost  of  strikes,  $10,000.  Gain  in  wages,  average  $1  per  day.  Result 
of  organization:  shorter  houra  and  recognition  of  organization. 

BoOermakera. — Charten  issued.  199;  surrendered.  4.  Gain  hi  membership.  71.677.  Strikes 
lost,  3.  Cost  of  strikes.  $71,160.  .  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully  resisted.  Oatai 
in  wages  per  day  secured  by  90  per  cent  of  membership.  60  per  cent  of  membership 
benefited  by  reduction  of  houra.    Amount  expended  for  death  benefits.  $41,800. 

Bookbinders. — Chartere  issued,  16;  surrendered,  4.  Oatai  in  membanhlp,  2,296.  There  has  been 
a  substantial  gain  in  wages,  affecthig  the  entire  memberahip.  Majority  of  Pittsburgh 
shops  have  reduced  hours  from  61  to  48  per  week.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  success- 
fully resisted.  All  local  unions  have  agreements  with  but  few  exceptions,  the  majority 
of  which  have  been  obtained  by  arbitration.  2  agreements  have  been  secured  In  New 
York  City  as  result  of  decision  of  government  labor  adjustment  boards.  Cost  of  strikes. 
$300.  As  a  result  of  organization  there  has  been  a  material  improvement  throughout. 
Death  benefits,  $13,676. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workere. — Chartere  issued.  23;  surrendered.  24.  Gahi  in  membership.  1.972. 
Number  of  strikes  won.  3;  number  involved.  76;  benefited.  100.  Gain  in  wages  per  day 
flrom  10  to  40  per  cent.  48-hour  week  8ec\u*ed  where  organization  has  control.  As  a 
result  of  organization  houra  reduced  from  60  to  48  per  week  and  Increase  in  wages 
■ecured.    Death  benefits.  $34,207;  sick  benefits.  $98,466.09;  disabiUty  benefits.  $4,160. 

Brewery  Workmen. — Chartera  issued.  66  locals  and  3  branch  unions;  surrendered.  32  locals  and  6 
branch  unions.  Loss  in  membership.  6.000.  due  to  prohibition  laws.  Strikes  won.  21* 
strikes  compromised.  17;  strikes  lost.  2;  strikes  pending,  7.  Cost  of  strikes  in  benefits! 
$1,449.  Gain  in  wages  per  day.  26  cents  to  $1.  In  some  locaUties  houra  were  reduced 
1  per  day;  no  reductions  where  8-hour  day  obtained.  About  200  agreements  secured 
without  strikes  or  arbitration.  Awards  were  given  by  War  Labor  Board  to  employes  in 
flour  and  cereal  mills.  Donations  to  other  unions.  $3,800. 
Brldhdayers.— Chartera  issued.  29;  rehistatements.  3;  surrendered.  32.  Loss  in  membership.  3,684 
Number  of  strikes  won,  1;  pending,  1;  number  Involved  in  strikes,  100;  benefited,' 76c 
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number  involved  tn  strikes  pending,  25.  Approximately  a  12}  per  cent  per  day  gain  in 
wages.  About  300  agreements  have  been  secured  by  arbitration.  Death  beneflts, 
$302^18.16:  relief  beneflts.  $482,795. 

Brick  and  Clay  Workers. — No  r^)ort. 

Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers. — ^Increase  in  membership.  3.863.    Death  beneflts.  $47,350. 

Broom  and  Whisk  Makers. — Charters  issued.  6.  Gain  in  membership.  400.  Strikes  won.  2; 
nimiber  Involved  in  strikes.  116;  number  benefited.  116;  cost  of  strikes.  $1,670.  At- 
tempts to  reduce  wages  successfully  resisted.  86  members  in  New  York  struck  against 
35  per  cent  reduction  in  wages,  which  strike  was  settled  in  5  weelcs  with  15  per  cent  in- 
crease over  old  scale:  31  members  struck  against  20  per  cent  reduction  which  was  settled 
at  old  scale.  8-hour  day  gained  by  86  members.  One  agreement  secured  as  result  of 
decision  of  National  War  Labor  Board.  As  a  result  of  organization  average  daily  wag^ 
has  advanced  from  $3  per  day  in  1915  to  $6  per  day  in  1918-1919.     Death  beneflts,  $900. 

Carmen.  Railway. — Charters  issued.  475;  surrendered.  27.  Gain  in  membership.  103.939.  Prac- 
tically all  men  working  the  8-hour  day.  under  government  award.  As  a  result  of  organ- 
ization wages  have  advanced  f^m  13  cents  to  35  cents  per  hour  to  the  present  rate  of  45, 
58  and  68  cents  per  hour.     Death  beneflts.  $87,500. 

Carpenters,  Brotherhood. — Gain  in  membership.  35.113.  Cost  of  strikes^  $213,455.60.  Death 
beneflts,  $735,006.82;  death  benefits,  members*  wives.  $105,920. 

Carvers,  Wood. — Charters  surrendered.  1.  Decrease  in  membership,  88.  Strikes  won,  6;  strikes 
pending.  1;  number  involved  in  total  strikes.  102;  number  boieflted.  about  800;  number 
involved  in  strikes  pending,  47.  Cost  of  strikes.  $1,608.  Average  gain  in  wages,  from 
50  cents  to  $1.50  per  day.  Reduction  in  hours  resulting  from  two  strikes,  from  53  to  44 
per  week,  flve  members  in  one  case  and  two  in  the  other  being  affected.  Chicago  branch 
•  has  reduced  hours  to  44  per  week  and  abolished  piece-work  in  all  picture  frame  shops 
without  strika  As  a  result  of  organization  hours  have  been  reduced  tram  9  or  10  in 
1883  to  44  hours  per  week  at  present  with  an  i|icrease  in  pay  from  30  cents  per  hour  to 
seventy  cents.    Tool  insurance.  $444.90;  death  beneflts,  $4,000. 

Cigarmakers. — Charters  issued.  2;  surrendered.  18.  Strikes  won.  126;  compromised,  9;  lost.  2; 
pending,  28:  number  of  persons  involved  in  total  strikes,  31.260;  number  beneflted. 
23.138;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending.  7,820;  strike  beneflts  paid.  $121,310.12. 
Eight-hour  day  obtains.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  lighting  and  heating  in 
workshops.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully  resisted.  Death  benefits.  $331.- 
938.63;  sick  beneflts.  $218,993.99;  traveling  beneflts.  $22,512.64;  unemployed  beneflts. 
$12,616. 

Clerks.  Railway. — No  report. 

Clerks.  Retail. — Number  of  charters  issued,  91;  surrendered.  77.  Nimiber  of  strikes  won,  7; 
pending,  1.  Settlements  have  all  gained  wage  increases  and  shorter  hours.  Death 
beneflts.  $12,775;  sick  beneflts.  $10,765. 

Coopers. — Charters  issued,  19;  surrendered.  10.  Nmnber  of  persons  involved  in  strikes,  41 ;  num- 
ber beneflted.  41;  involved  in  strikes  pending,  41;  strikes  pending.  1.  Cost  of  strikes. 
$2,096.  Death  beneflts.  $7,653.80:  sick  beneflts,  $200;  Donations  to  other  trade  unions. 
$400. 

Cutting  Die  and  Cutter  Makers. — Gain  in  membership.  25.  Number  of  strikes  won,  1;  number 
of  persons  involved.  54;  nimiber  beneflted,  54.  Gain  in  wages.  25  per  cent.  2  agree- 
ments have  been  secured  as  residt  of  strike  in  one  local.  As  a  result  of  organization  there 
has  been  a  reduction  of  6  hours  per  week;  from  35  to  45  per  cent  increase  in  wages,  and  an 
equal  division  of  work.    Death  beneflts,  $1,500;  traveling  beneflts.  $661.06. 

Diamond  Workers. — Gain  in  membership,  165.  Gain  in  wages.  20  per  cent;  all  members  beneflted. 
Three  agreements  secured  without  strike  providing  for  above  increase.  As  a  result  of 
organization  wages  have  advanced  firom  $26  for  56  to  60  hours  per  week  in  1902.  to  $80 
for  48-hour  week  in  1919.  Death  beneflts.  $1,200;  sick  beneflts,  $1,135;  unemployed 
beneflts,  $223,  for  prevention  and  cure  of  tuberculosis,  $736.20. 

Draftsmen's  Union. — Charters  issued,  20.  Gain  in  membership,  2,90Q.  Gain  in  wages  per  day, 
'  $2.40.    8  agreements  secured  by  arbitration,  1  by  Ship  Building  Labor  Adjustment 
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Board.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully  resisted.  As  a  result  of  organization 
rtiop  committees  have  been  introduced  and  recognized  in  all  shipbuildings  industries  and 
Navy  Department,  and  wages  have  been  increased  about  30  per  cent. 

Electtical  Workers. — Charters  issued.  239;  surrendered,  17.  Gain  in  membership,  51,000.  Num- 
ber of  strikes  won.  112;  compromised.  26;  pending.  9;  nimiber  involved.  5.785;  benefited, 
5.785;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  358.  Gain  in  wages.  $1  per  day  average. 
627  agreements  secured  without  strikes.  137  with  strikes.  As  a  result  of  organization 
wages  have  increased  from  $1 .50  to  $2.25  for  a  10  to  1 2  hour  day  to  present  average  wage 
of  $6.50  for  8-hour  day.     Death  benefits.  $1 14.907. 

Elevator  Constructors. — Charters  issued,  2.  Average  increase  of  $1  per  d^y.  43  agreements 
secured.  As  a  result  of  organization  workers  receive  $7.20  for  an  8-hour  day  where 
formerly  $2.25  was  paid  for  a  10-hour  day. 

Engineers.  Marine. — Charters  issued,  3.  surrendered.  2.  Gain  in  membership,'  4.026.  Number 
of  strikes  compromised,  2;  strikes  pending.  1;  number  involved  in  strikes,  about  650; 
number  benefited,  about  650;  number  Involved  instrlkes  pending.  40;  cost  of  strikes. 
$65,000.  A  10-hour  day  has  been  established  in  some  localities  and  in  others  an  8-hour 
day.  Agreements  secured  for  all  Atlantic  and  Gulf  Coast  Steamships.  Attempts  at 
reductions  In  wages  successfully  resisted.  In  1875  $100  was  about  top  wage;  at  present, 
$300  and  upward  In  large  ships. 

Engineers,  Steam. — Charters  issued,  83;  surrendered,  10.  Cost  of  strikes.  $12,324.09.  Attempts 
at  reduction  In  wages  successfully  resisted. 

Engravers.  Photo. — Gain  in  membership,  200.  Number  of  strikes  won.  1;  compromised,  5; 
strikes  pending,  3;  nmnber  involved  in  strikes,  200;  benefited,  200;  involved  in  strikes 
pending,  138;  cost  of  strikes,  $8,352.29.  Average  gain  in  wages  per  day.  25  per  cent. 
26  agreements  secured  as  result  of  strike  and  conciliation.  Death  benefits.  $6,500; 
sick  benefits.  $14,279.50. 

Engravers,  Steel  and  Copper  Plate. — Gain  in  membership,  10. 

Federal  Employes. — Charters  issued.  36.  Gain  in  membership,  20.000.  Gain  in  wages.  $240 
per  annimi  for  approximately  125.000  employes. 

Fire  Fighters. — Charters  issued,  120;  surrendered,  2.  Gain  in  membership,  13.000.  Strikes 
won.  1;  nimiber  of  strikes  pending.  3;  niunber  involved  in  strikes,  600;  ntunber  benefited. 
700;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  600;  cost  of  strikes,  $1,000.  Gain  in  wages 
per  month.  20  per  cent.  Reduction  in  hours  of  labor  per  day,  50  per  cent;  two-platoon 
system  reducing  day  ft-om  24  to  12  hours.  30  locals  secured  agreements  with  20  per 
cent  Increase  In  wages.  Pour  adjustments  secured  through  National  War  Labor  Board. 
As  a  result  of  organization  there  has  been  about  20  per  cent  increase  in  wages.  Unem- 
ployed benefits,  $1,000. 

Firemen,  Stationary. — Charters  Issued,  226;  surrendered,  3.  Gain  in  membership,  7,000. 
Number  of  strikes  won,  7;  nmnber  involved  in  strikes,  1,800;  benefited,  1,800;  cost  of 
strikes,  $6,200.  15  per  cent  Increase  in  wages  for  15,000  men.  and  10.000  receive  same 
wage  for  an  8-hour  day  as  was  formerly  received  for  12  hoiurs;  10,000  work  a  6-day  week 
Insrtead  of  7.  ,400  agreements  sectu^.  resulting  in  increased  wages  and  shorter  hours, 
6  won  throtigh  strike  and  32  by  arbitration.  Attempts  at  reduction  In  wages  success- 
fully resisted.  As  a  result  of  organization  all  men  working  prevtoiisly  12  hours  now  have 
an  8-hour  day,  6  days  a  week,  and  in  many  instances  3  times  more  wage  than  formerly. 
Death  benefits,  $12,000;  death  benefits,  members'  wives.  $4,000.  Donations  to  other 
unions,  $3,000. 

Foundry  Employes. — Charters  Issued,  39;  surrendered  9.  Gain  in  membership.  3,200.  Number 
of  strikes  won.  12;  compromised,  3;  pending,  4;  number  involved  about,  1,000;  number 
benefited,  about  1.000;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending.  600;  cost  of  strikes.  $275. 
Most  of  the  members  who  were  working  over  8  hours  received  1  hour  reduction  without 
loss  of  pay  and  in  some  instances  with  an  increase  in  day  rate.  About  30  agreements 
secured.  10  by  strike;  5  by  arbitration,  balance  by  negotiation,  increases  average  18 
per  cent  affecting  about  4,000  members.  7  agreements  secured  as  result  ef  decisions  of 
government  labor  adjustment  boards.    Reduction  in  wages  has  been  made  in  Great 
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Falls.  Mont.,  notwlthatandlng  rettetmnce,  further  attonptt  raeoeHfaily  redtled.  A» 
a  resuU  of  orgaDization  wagei  have  increased  from  $1.90  for  12  or  more  hoqrs  to  exist- 
ing rate  of  firom  $3.68  to  $7  for  from  8  to  9  hours.  Donations  to  other  trade  vnlons. 
$621.90. 

Pur  Workers. — Charters  issued,  4;  surrendered.  2.  Gain  in  membership,  850.  Number  oT 
strikes  won,  1;  lost.  2;  pending  3;  number  involred  in  strikes,  3,850;  benefited,  2,000; 
cost  of  strikes.  $8,775;  number  iuTolved  in  strikes  pending,  1.600.  Gain  in  wages. 
'  approximately  $1  per  day  affecting  2.000.  Hours  reduced  fttxn  48  to  44  per  week  for 
2,000.  One  price  per  year  instead  of  two  prices,  established.  18  agreements  secured 
with  employers,  resulthig  in  $1  per  day  increase  and  4  hours  reduction  for  900;  50 
cents  per  day  increase  and  4  hours  reduction  for  200;  $1  per  day  increase  and  1  hour 
reduction  for  300  and  for  others  a  50-cent  per  day  increase.    Death  benefltt.  $3,400. 

Garment  Workers.*  nnited.--Charter8  issued.  40;  surrendered,  19.  Number  of  strikes  won. 
9;  lost,  2;  pending.  2;  number  Involved.  2.813;  number  benefited.  1,684;  number  involved 
in  strikes  pending.  988.  Gain  of  25  per  cent  wage  for  piece  workers,  and  $2  to  $5 
per  week  for  week  workers.  Reduction  of  4  hours  per  week.  Cost  of  strikes,  $10,000 
As  a  result  of  organization  wages  have  advanced  for  cutters  from  $18-$22 
per  week  to  $35- $45;  Tailors,  $8- $20  to  $25- $40;  shirt  makers  and  overall  workera. 
$7-$lO  to  $18- $35,  the  former  representing  the  1891  scale,  the  latter  the  1918  scale. 
Donations  to  other  unions.  $10,000. 

Gkarment  Workers,  Ladies. — Charters  issued.  7;  surrendered.  2.  Strikes  won.  11.  number 
involved  in  strikes.  65.000;  number  ben^ted.  65.000.  Gain  in  wages  per  day.  about 
15  per  cent  for  all  oigaged  in  strikes.  Reduction  in  hours  in  New  York  City.  Phila- 
•  delphia  and  Chicago,  from  49  to  44  hours  per  week.  Arrangements  governing  ques- 
tion of  discharge  and  reinstatement  In  dress  and  waist  industry  in  New  York  City 
were  perfected.  7  general  agreements  covering  entire  trades  were  secured.  With 
the  single  exception  of  the  Cleveland  cloak  strike  agreement  secured  through  aid  of 
War  Department,  all  were  result  of  direct  negotiations  with  employers. 

Glass  Bottle  Blowers. — ^Number  of  strikes  won,  1;  number  benefited,  165;  cost  of  strike,  $5,000; 
Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully  resisted.  Gain  in  wages  per  day,  10  per  cent. 
Universal  agreement  made  with  employers  on  various  ways  of  making  bottles.  Death 
benefits.  $104,677. 

Glass  Workers.  Flint. — Charters  issued.  4;  surrendered  6.  Number  of  strikes  pending.  2;  number 
involved  in  strikes  pending.  83.  Gain  in  wages  per  day,  38  per  cent.  15  agreements 
secured. 

Glass  Workers.  Window. — Gain  In  membership.  101.  Gain  In  wages  per  day.  10  per  cent. 
1  agreement  secured.     Death  benefits,  $11,800;  death  benefits,  members'  wives.  $3,300. 

Glove  Workers. — Charters  Issued.  6;  surrendered.  4.  Gain  in  wages  of  20  per  cent  affecting 
about  400  members:  25  per  cent  affecting  200  members;  10  per  cent  affecting  150  mem- 
bers.   Three  new  agreements  have  been  secured,  and  3  renewed  without  strike. 

Granite  Cutters. — Decrease  in  membership.  1000  (gone  hito  other  occupations).  Number  of 
strikes  won.  9;  compromised.  3;  pending  1;.  number  Involved  in  strikes.  835;  benefited. 
5.000;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  8;  cost  of  strikes,  $1,518.  Gain  in  wages 
per  day.  $1.20.  144  agreements  have  been  secured.  136  granted  without  contention. 
8  won  by  strikes.    Dtath  benefits.  $74,784.70.     Donations  to  other  unions.  $1,200. 

Hatters. — Charters  Issued.  4.  Gain  io  membership.  2.000.  Number  of  strikes  pending.  3; 
number  Involved.  3.000;  benefited.  1.000;  number  Involved  In  strikes  pending,  1.000; 
cost  of  strikes.  $44,762.53.  Gain  in  wages  of  $1  per  day.  About  100  agreements 
secured,  ten  through  arbitration.  As  a  result  of  organization,  minimum  scale  has  been 
Increased  from  $2.50  for  10  hours  work  to  $6  for  8  hours  work.  Death  benefits.  $36,180. 
Donations  to  other  trade  unions.  $6,100.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully 
resisted. 

Hodcarrlers. — Charters  issued,  69;  surrendered,  65.  Loss  in  membership,  4.558.  Strikes  won. 
15;  compromised,  1;  lost,  1;  pending,  11;  number  involved,  9.747;  number  benefited. 
6,301;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending.  3,446.    Attempts  to  reduce  wages  success- 
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AiDy  misted.  Oaini  in  wages  secured  as  foDofws:  81  cents  fdr  124  members:  25  cents 
for  280;  22i  cents  for  67;  20  cents  for  20t  19}  cenU  for  68;  19|  cents  for  1.160;  19) 
cents  for  150;  18|  cenU  for  1.882;  181  cenU  for  50;  16|  cenU  for  59;  15i  cents  for  81; 
15  cents  for  756;  14}  cents  for  71;  13|  cents  for  32;  12f  cents  for  30;  12)  cents  for 
11.831;  111  cents  for  81;  10|  cents  for  218;  10)  cents  for  784;  10  cents  for  5.722; 
9|  cents  for  273;  8f  cents  for  116;  8i  cents  for  46;  8  cents  for  56;  7i  cenU  for  1.464 
6|  cenU  for  84;  6}  cents  for  81;  6i  cenU  for  652;  6  cenU  for  94;  5i  cents  for  829; 
5}  cents  for  107;  5  cents  for  1.528;  4)  cents  for  32;  3}  cents  for  419;  2)  cents  for  227; 
2  cents  for  335.  aggregating  for  the  year,  $8.406.785 .  As  a  result  of  organlzation*wage 
IMtid  is  now  from  50  cents  to  $1  per  hour.  8-hour  day,  Saturday  half  day;  previous 
wage.  $1.25  per  day.    Death  benefits.  $29,000. 

Horseshoers. — ^Number  of  strikes  won,  1;  pending.  2;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending.  450; 
Attempts  to  reduce  wages  suooetsfuly  resisted.  Average  gain  of  wages.  $1  per  day. 
60  agreements  have  been  secured,  majority  being  by  arbitration.  As  a  result  of  organi- 
sation a  9-hour  day  has  been  secured  with  8  hours  on  Saturday  and  in  a  number  of 
places  a  general  8-hour  day,  whereas  previously  a  10-hour  day  prevailed,  with  uncom- 
pensated overtime. 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employes.--Charters  issued,  66;  surrendered,  170.  Loss  in  member- 
ship. 4.704.  Number  of  strikes  won,  130;  compromised,  35;  lost  18;  pending.  8;  number 
involved  in  strikes.  5.719;  benefited.  4.'663:  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  approxi- 
mately. 450;  cost  of  strikes.  $45,723.32.  8-hour  day  secured  by  11  locals,  affecting 
about  350.  Steady  improvement  in  sanitation  of  surroundings  in  union  establish- 
ments. Agreements  renewed  by  104  locale.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  resisted  with 
satisfactory  results  In  each  case.  As  a  result  of  organization,  a  6-day  week  and  shorter 
workday  have  been  secured,  with  reasonable  improvement  in  working  conditions,  con- 
tractural  relations  and  improved  morale.  Death  benefits.  $87,723.80:  sick  benefits. 
$99,186.56.    Donations  to  other  unions.  $27,816.45. 

Iron*  8leel  and  Tin  Workers. — Charters  Issued,  79;  surrendered,  9.  Gain  in  membership,  8,000. 
Number  of  strikes  compromised.  12  (submitted  to  War  Board);  lost,  5;  pending,  2; 
number  involved,  5.000;  benefited.  4.500;  number  involved  in  pending  strikes,  2.000; 
cost  of  strikes.  $14,000.  Gain  in  wages  ranging  from  10  to  30  per  cent.  Reduction  in 
hours  from  2  to  4  per  day.  Yearly  agreements  settled  in  general  conferences.  5  agree- 
ments secured  as  result  of  decision  of  National  War  Labor  Board.  Death  benefits, 
$39,950;  death  benefito.  members'  wives.  $8,150;  sick  benefits.  $49,885;  total  dis- 
ability benefits,  $950.    Donations  to  other  unions.  $1,000. 

Jewelry  Workers. — No  report. 

LAoe  Operatives. — Charters  issued.  1.  3  agreements  secured  through  negotiation.  Attempts  to 
reduce  wages  successfully  resisted.  As  a  result  of  organization  wages  have  advanced 
50  per  cent  and  hours  of  employment  have  been  reduced  fhmi  55  to  48  per  week. 
.Death  benefits,  $8,750;  death  benefits,  members'  wives,  $550. 

Lathersi — Charters  Issued,  18;  surrendered,  34.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully  resisted. 
A  large  number  of  locals  secured  Increase  in  wages.  General  8-hour  day  obtains.  Death 
beneflU,  $4,200. 

Lttondry  Workers.--Charter8  issued,  29;  surrendered,  17.  Gain  in  membership,  800.  Number 
of  strikes  won,  4;  compromised,  2;  lost,  1;  number  involved  in  strikes,  780;  number 
benefited,  610;  cost  of  strikes.  $455.  Gain  in  wages  average  10  per  cent,  in  some 
cases  tnmi  15  to  20  percent.  50  per  cent  of  unions  have  8-hour  day,  balance  9-hour. 
Best  rooms  have  been  established  for  female  workers  in  several  union  laimdries.  73 
vnlon  agreements  signed,  66  as  result  of  negotiations,  4  by  strikes,  3  by  arbitration,  i 
agreement  secured  through  award  of  War  Labor  Board,  affecting  Little  Rock;  increase 
$3  per  week.  As  a  result  of  organization  wages  have  increased  100  per  cent  and  hours 
have  been  reduced  to  8  and  9  per  day  where  fbrmerly  15  and  16  per  day  prevailed. 
Death  benefits,  $1,100.    Donations  to  other  unions,  $650. 

I^eatiier  Wooers,  United. — Charters  inued.  31;  surrendered,  10.  Gahi  in  membership.  3.000. 
Number  of  strikes  won,  2;  pending,  2;  number  Involved  In  strikes,  400;  benefited,  800; 
Bumber  involved  in  strikes  pending.  150;  cost  of  strikes.  $7,000.    Attempts  to  reduce 
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wages  suoceasfuUy  resis^d.  Gain  in  wages  of  10  per  cent.  25  agreements  have  been 
secured  without  strike,  resulting  In  10  per  cent  wage  Increase.  As  a  result  of  organi- 
zation an  8-hour  day  has  been  established,  and  wages  have  been  increased  from  85 
cents  to  60  cents  per  hour.  Death  benefits,  $4,000:  Donations  to  other  unions,  $2,500. 
Sick  benefits.  $5;695. 

Letter  Carriers. — Charters  issued,  48.  Gain  in  membership.  2,000.  Death  benefits.  $234,> 
288.84:  side  benefits,  $94,836.40. 

Liithographers. — Charters  issued.  4.  Gain  in  membership.  728.  Strikes  won,  1;  number  Inyolyed 
in  strikes.  14;  number  benefited.  14;  cost  of  strikes.  $384.  Gain  in  wages  average.  $7 
per  week.  2  local  agreements  secured  by  conference.  Death  benefits.  $19,250;  sick 
benefits.  $1,076;  unemployed  benefits.  $540. 

Longshoremen. — Charters  Issued.  89;  sivrendered.  57.  Gain  In  membership.  4.000.  Number 
of  strikes  won,  10;  compromised,  4;  lost.  2;  nimiber  Involved  In  strikes.  12.000;  [bene- 
fited. 8.000;  involved  in  strikes  pending.  2,000.  Hours  reduced  flrom  10  to  an  8-hour  day. 
Cost  of  strikes.  $15,000.    Attempts  at  reduction  in  wages  successfully  resisted. 

Machinists. — Charters  issued,  279;  surrendered.  40.  Gain  in  membership.  155.000.  Attempts 
to  reduce  wages  successfully  resisted.  Gain  in  wages  per  day  about  60  cents.  Reduc- 
tion of  1  hour  per  day  for  about  70.000  railroad  machlnisU.  Cost  of  strikes.  $121 .701 .45. 
Death  benefits,  $134,263.39.    Donations  to  other  unions.  $3,544.34. 

Maintenance  of  Way  .—Charters  issued.  1.516;  surrendered.  3.  Gain  in  membership.  136.713. 
Number  of  strikes  won.  1;  niunber  of  persons  Involved  in  strikes.  210;  benefited.  210: 
cost  of  strikes.  $700.  Gain  in  wages.  $1  to  $1.25  per  day.  Hours  reduced  from  10  to 
8  per  day.  with  marked  Improvement  in  working  conditions. 

Marble  Workers^ — Charters  Issued.  2;  surrendered,  4.  2  agreements  secured  by  arbitration 
resiilting  in  increase  of  50  cents  a  day  for  700  members.  As  a  result  of  organization 
wages  have  increased  from  $2.25  to  $5.50  per  day. 

Masters,  Mates  and  Pilots. — Charters  Issued.  3.  Approxhnately  a  10  per  cent  gain  in  wages. 
In  a  number  of  instances  hours  reduced  from  12  to  8.  Wage  Adjustment  Boards  in  10 
cities  have  granted  increases  in  wages  and  shorter  working  hours. 

Meat  Cutters.— Charters  issued.  115;  surrendered.  25.  Gain  in  membership.  31.000.  Number 
of  strikes  pending.  1;  number  Involved  in  strikes  pending.  1.400.  Gain  of  20  per  cent 
in  wages  per  day.  Basic  8-hour  day  secured  in  many  plants.  4  agreements  secured  hy 
Department  of  Labor.  As  a  result  of  organization.  95  per  cent  of  members  now  woiiE 
8-hour  day.  with  60  per  cent  Increase  In  wages  In  past  18  months.  Death  benefits.. 
•    18.400.     Donations  to  other  unions.  $2,000. 

Metal  Workers.  Sheet. — Charters  Issued,  125;  surrendered,  10.  Gain  in  membership,  2.500. 
Number  of  strikes  won.  2:  compromised,  1;  pending,  2;  number  Involved.  237.  nimiber 
involved  in  strikes  pending.  15;  cost  of  strikes.  $1,560.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  satis- 
factorily compromis  d.  As  a  result  of  organization  wages  have  Increased  from  25  cents, 
an  hour  for  a  10-hour  day  to  70  cents  an  hour  for  an  8-hour  day  for  90  per  cent.  Death 
benefits.  $36,900. 

Mine.  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers. — Charters  issued.  72;  surrendered.  27.  Gain  in  membership. 
3,356.  Number  of  strikes  pending.  2;  number  involved.  2.000.  8-hour  day  estab- 
lished in  Tennessee,  affecting  about  6,000.  12  agreements  secured  as  result  of  arbi- 
tration. 10  agreements  as  result  of  decisions  of  government  boards.  Attemp*.  s  to  reduce^ 
wages  resisted,  resulting  in  compromise  and  establishment  of  8-hour  day.  Death 
benefits,  $22,160;  sick  benefits,  $30,170. 

Mine  Workers.  United. — Charters  issued,  554;  surrendered,  102.  150.000  anthracite  mine 
workers  received  wage  increase  from  25  to  40  per  cent.  Substantial  Increases  secured 
for  large  number  of  miners  in  West  Virginia  and  other  mlnhig  sections.  8-hour  day 
obtains  for  all  mines  under  Jurisdiction  of  United  Mine  Workers.  Agreement  for 
anthracite  mhie  workers  secured  through  United  States  Puel  Administration.  Dona- 
tions to  other  unions.  $6,110. 

Molders. — Charters  issued.  41;  surrendered.  14.  Gain  in  membership.  1,944.  Number  of 
strikes  pending.  60;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  2,000;  cost  of  strikes,  $223,645. 
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Attempts  to  reduce  wages  sucoenfully  resisted.  Death  beoeflts.  $158,636;  sick  benefits. 
S313.32S.50:  disability  beneflts.  $11,400;  unemployed  benefits.  $34,356. 

Musicians. — Charters  issued.  32;  surrendered.  3. 

Oil  Field  Workers. — Charters  surrendered,  1.  Gain  in  membership,  15.000.  Gain  in  wages 
per  day.  50  cents  for  membership  In  California  and  about  50  workers  in  East  St.  Louis. 
Hours  reduced  flrom  9  to  8  per  day.  affecting  same  territory. 

Painters  and  Decorators. — Charters  issued.  132;  surrendered.  71.  Gain  in  membership.  3.797. 
Number  of  strikes  won.  100;  compromised.  15;  pending.  22;  number  involved  in  strikes. 
7.000;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending.  2.000.  Gain  in  wages.  10  to  35  per  cent. 
Saturday  half-holiday  established  in  20  localities;  a  5-day  week  in  5  localities.  2 
agreements  secured  as  result  of  decision  of  government  board.  As  a  result  of  organi- 
zation wages  have  increased  120  per  cent,  hours  reduced  fW)m  10  to  8  per  day.  Saturday 
half-holiday  established.  Death  beneflts.  $198,422.23;  death  benefits,  members'  wives. 
$26,275;  disability  beneflts.  $21,425. 

Paper  Makers. — No  report. 

Pattern  Makers. — Charters  issued.  5.  Gain  in  membership.  750.  A  very  material  gain  in 
wages  has  been  secured,  and  in  many  places  a  reduction  in  working  hours.  Cost  of 
strikes.  $18,057.99.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully  resibted.  As  a  result 
of  organization,  wages  have  increased  fk'om  121  and  20  cents  per  hour  for  a  10  and  11 
hour  day  to  $1  per  hour  for  8-hour  day.  Death  beneflts.  $14,150;  sick  benefits, 
$13,895.56;  tool  insurance.  $635.05. 

Pavers  and  Rammermen. — No  report. 

Paving  Cutters. — Charters  Issued.  1;  surrendered.  1.    Gain  in  membership.  200.     Number  of 

strikes  won.  6;  number  involved  in  strikes.  178.  number  benefited.  178<  cost  of  strikes. 

$2,348.    Gain  of  20  per  cent  in  wages  per  day.    20  agreements  secured.     As  a  result 

.    of  organization  wages  have  increased  from  $3.50  for  10  hours  or  more  to  $5  to  $6  for 

8  hours  or  less.    Death  benefits.  $3,825;  traveling  beneflts.  $1,045.88. 

Piano  and  Organ  Workers. — Charters  issued.  5.  Gain  in  membership.  500.  Number  of  strikes 
pending.  1:  number  involved.  *300;  cost  of  strikes,  $10,000.  Gains  In  wages  from  10 
to  25  per  cent  per  day.  3  factories  have  secured  8-hour  day.  5  agreements  secured 
as  result  of  negotiations.  As  a  result  of  organization  hours  have  been  shortened 
from  an  indeflnlte  day  to  an  8-hour  day  with  a  100  per  cent  increase  In  wages.  Death 
beneflts.  $3,000;  death  beneflts.  members'  wives.  $160;  sick  benefits.  $1,000;  unem- 
ployed benefits.  $200.     Donations  to  other  unions.  $900. 

Plasterers.  Operative. — No  report.  • 

Plumbers. — Charters  issued.  58;  surrendered.  11.  Gain  in  membership.  17.083.  Number  of 
strikes  won.  221;  pending.  30;  number  involved.  11.000;  benefited.  11.000;  number 
involved  in  strikes  pending,  1.000;  cost  of  strikes.  $20,413.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages 
successfully  resisted.  Gain  in  wages  from  50  cents  to  $2.  Reduction  in  hours  to  8, 
half  day  Saturday.  As  a  result  of  organization  wages  have  increased  firom  $3  to 
$6.75  per  day.     Death  beneflts.  $52,500;  sick  beneflts.  $97,695. 

Polishers,  Metal. — Charters  issued.  12;  surrendered.  3.  Number  of  strikes  won.  40;  compro- 
mlsed.-lO;  lost.  3;  pending.  3;  number  involved  in  strikes.  1.500;  all  benefited;  number 
involved  in  strikes  pending.  200;  cost  of  strikes.  $11,677.50.  Average  gain  of  75  cents 
per  day.  150  CEtctorles  granted  8-hour  day.  About  150  agreements  secured.  10  agree- 
ments secured  as  result  of  government  labor  adjustment  boards*  decisions.  As  a 
result  of  organization  hours  have  been  reduced  from  10  to  8  and  wages  have  increased 
from  30  cents  per  hour  to  70  and  80  cents,  and  in  many  instances  higher.  Death 
benefits.  $13,375;  sick  benefits.  $30.  Donations  to  other  unions,  $1,000.  Attempts 
to  reduce  wage«  satisfitctorily  resisted. 

Postal  Employes. — Charters  issued,  150;  surrendered,  2.  Gain  in  membership.  6.000.  Gain 
in  wages.  20  per  cent.  Since  affiliation  with  A.  F.  of  L..  a  higher  wage  classification 
and  a  shorter  workday  have  been  secured.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  successfully 
resisted,  resulting  in  20  per  cent  increase.  Sick  beneflts,  $9,000.  Donations  to  other 
uniona,  $500. 
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Potters. — Charters  itfued.  2.  Number  of  strikes  pending,  1 ;  number  inyolved,  58;  cost  of  strikes. 
$18,624.15.  Approzlmatelsr  15  per  cent  Increase  In  wages  for  7.767  members.  2  agree- 
ments secured  through  conferences.    Death  benefits.  S20.450. 

Powder  and  High  BzploslTe  Workers. — ^No  report. 

Print  Cutters. — ^Number  of  strikes  won.  1;  cost  of  strikes,  $2,500.  Gain  in  wages.  $1.34  per 
day.  Hours  of  labor  reduced  from  57|  to  48  per  week.  As  a  result  of  organisation 
wages  have  Increased  from  $20  for  a  60-hour  week,  to  $30  for  a  48-hour  week. 

Printers  and  Color  Mixers. — Gain  of  50  cents  in  wages  per  day.  Reduction  of  1  hour  per  day. 
30  agreements  have  been  secured,  affecting  470  men.  00  per  cent  of  wall  paper  industry, 
all  by  arbitration.  Death  benefits,  $1,000;  unemployed  benefits.  $125.  Donations  to 
other  unions.  $30. 

Printers,  Steel  and  Copper  Plate. — Charters  Issued,  1.  Gain  In  membership.  12.  Number  of 
strikes  pending.  1;  number  inyolved.  4.  General  wage  increase  of  from  15  to  20  per 
cent  throughout  trade.  8-hour  day  prevails.  As  a  result  of  organization,  a  higher 
scale  has  been  established  for  piece  work,  and  an  increase  on  week  work  of  40  per  cent. 

Printing  Pressmen. — Charters  Issued.  4;  surrendered.  11.  Gain  in  membership.  4.462.  Cost  of 
strikes.  $7,695.46.     Death  benefits.  $29,034.10. 

Pulp.  Sulphite  and  Paper  Mill  Workers. — Charters  issued.  10.  Gain  in  membership,  1,000. 
Number  of  strikes  won.  3;  pending.  2;  number  of  persons  involved.  5.000;  number  bene- 
fited, 1.500;  number  Involved  In  strikes  pending.  1.200;  cost  of  strikes,  $5,000;  Average 
gain  in  wages  ot  10  cents  per  hour.  Hours  of  labor  reduced  from  9  to  8  per  day  for  day 
workers  employed  Inside  mills.  Agreements  have  been  made  with  19  paper  com- 
panies in  conjunction  with  National  War  Labor  Board.  As  a  result  of  organizaticm 
hours  have  been  reduced  from  10, 11  and  13  to  8  per  day,  and  wages  have  been  increased 
250  per  cent. 

<juarry  Workers. — Charters  Issued,  2.  Number  of  strikes  compromised,  2;  number  involved 
in  strikes,  500;  number  benefited,  500;  cost  of  strikes.  $5,182.90.  Attempts  to  reduce 
wages  successfully  resisted.  Gain  of  16  cents  per  hour  In  wages.  10  agreements  secured. 
2  resulting  from  strikes  and  8  mutually  arrived  at  between  employes  and  committees 
from  union.  As  a  result  of  organization  hours  have  been  reduced  from  10  to  8  and  wages 
have  been  Increased  from  $1.60  to  $3.76  per  day.  Death  benefits,  $2,974;  old  age 
exemption  card  benefits,  $450. 

Railway  Employes.  Street  and  Electric. — Charters  Issued.  75;  surrendered,  20.  Gain  in  mem- 
bership, 13.000.  Number  of  strikes  won.  51;  compromised,  4;  lost  2;  pending.  3;  number 
involved  instrikes.  25.696;  numberbeneflted.  22.959;  number  Involved  inslrikes  pending, 
2.600;  cost  of  strikes,  $50,519.65.  Gains  in  wages  of  1  cent  to  26  cents  per  hour*. 
97  agreements  secured  with  employing  companies  through  conferences:  16  through 
strikes,  and  8  through  arbitration,  resulting  in  better  working  conditions,  and  increased 
wage  rate.  National  War  Labor  Board  rendered  awards  affecting  96  divisions,  granting 
extra  pay  for  overtime  and  sliding  scale  reduced.  In  addition  to  improved  conditions 
and  Increased  wage  rate,  organization  has  resulted  in  a  shorter  workday  of  from  9  to 
12  hours.     Death  benefits.  $687,432.40;  sick  benefits,  $101,992.17. 

Railway  Mail  Association. — Charters  issued.  2.  Gain  In  membership.  400.  Gain  in  wages,  55 
cents  per  day.  As  a  result  of  organization  there  has  been  an  average  Increase  of  about 
$500  per  annum.    Death  benefits,  $76,000.  traveling  benefits,  $70,000. 

Roofers.  Composition. — Charters  Issued,  2;  surrendered,  1.  Number  of  strikes  won,  5;  number 
Involved  in  strikes.  200;  number  benefited.  200.  Gain  in  wages,  10  per  cent.  10  agree- 
ments secured.  As  a  result  of  organization  hours  have  been  reduced  from  55  to  44 
per  week,  and  wages  have  been  increased  ftrom  $2  to  $6  and  $7  per  day.  Traveling 
benefits.  $500.    Donations  to  other  unions.  $55.84. 

Roofers.  Slate  and  TUe. — Charters  issued,  3.  Gain  in  membership,  Idb.  Number  of  strikes 
won.  6;  compromised.  4;  number  involved  in  strikes.  200;  number  benefited.  300.  Gain 
in  wages.  40  cents  affecting  100  members,  and  80  cents  affecting  200  members.  20 
agreements  secured,  10  without  strikes,  10  by  strikes.  As  a  result  of  organization 
wages  havQ  increased  from  $3  to  $6.50  for  8-liour  day.    Death  benefits,  $1,600. 
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Sawnnltha. — ^No  report. 

Seamen. — Charters  Issued,  10.  Gain  in  membership,  10.230.  Seamen's  Act  iwoTides  for  watcli 
and  watch  at  sea  and  9  hours  work  in  port.  Application  of  8  watch  system  reducing  hours 
of  work.  Limited  number  of  verbal  and  written  agreements  entered  into.  1  agree- 
ment secured  as  result  of  decision  of  U.  S.  Shipping  Board  affecting  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  districts.  Attempts  at  reductions  in  wages  suoeessfuUy  resisted.  As  a  result  ct 
organization  wages  increased  about  300  per  cent  in  27  years.  Death  benefits.  $28,262; 
sick  benefits  and  hospital  supplies,  $11,434.60.  Shipwreck  boieflts,  $20,166.75.  Dona- 
tions to  other  unions.  $4,716.50. 

SignalmeD.  Railroad. — Charters  issued,  101;  surrendered,  2.  Oatn  in  membership.  7.740.  Oahi 
in  wages  per  day,  $1.50  to  $3.  benefiting  approximately  25.000  men.  Hours  reduced 
from  10  and  12  "to  8  per  day.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  were  resisted  successfully  in 
most  cases.  Improvements  have  been  made  in  working  conditions,  and  an  overtime 
rate  of  time  and  pne-half  established. 

Spinners. — ^Number  of  strikes  pending,  1;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  30.     Gain  of 
20  per  c^it  in  wages  per  day.    Hours  reduced  from  54  to  48  per  week.    48-hour  week 
agreements  secured  in  practically  every  district. 
'  Stage  Employes. — No  report. 

Stereotjrpers  and  Electrotypers. — Oaln  in  membership,  38.  Charters  surrendered,  1.  Number 
of  strikes  won.  2;  number  involved,  594;  benefited,  594;  cost  of  strikes,  $19,303.30. 
42  agreements  secured.    Death  benefits,  $7,800. 

Stonecutters. — No  report. 

Stove  Mounters. — Charters  issued,  3;  surrendered,  1.  Number  of  strikes  won,  3;  strikes  pend- 
ing. 2:  number  involved  in  strikes.  300;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending.  150;  cost 
of  strikes.  $5,490.50.  Gain  in  wages  per  day.  20  per  cent.  1  hour  per  day  reduo- 
tion.  making  8-hour  day  general.  56  agreements  have  been  secured  through  arbitra- 
tion. As  a  result  of  organization  a  minimum  day  rate  of  $5  for  8  hours  and  an 
increase  of  20  per  cent  in  piece  rates  has  been  secured.    Death  benefits.  $3,600. 

Switchmen. — Charters  issued,  37;  surrendered.  7.  Gain  in  membership.  1.826.  Gain  of  22i 
cents  per  day  in  wages.    Death  benefits,  $254,971. 

Tailors. — Charters  issued.  17;  surrendered.  18.  Gain  in  membership,  120.  Number  of  strikes 
won.  10;  compromised.  2;  lost,  1;  pending,  2;  number  involved.  435;  number  benefited. 
410;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  16;  cost  of  strikes,  $13,101.50.  Gain  of  from 
15  to  25  per  cent  in  wages  affecting  9.000  members.  Beduction  in  hours  of  labor,  from 
10  and  9  to  8  per  day  affecting  2.500  members.  In  many  cities  piece  work  has  been 
abolished,  and  8-hour  day  and  weekly  system  established.  61  agreements  secured  with- 
out strike,  gaining  shorter  hours  and  increase  in  wages.  Death  benefits.  $14,315.75; 
sick  benefits,  $22,405. 

Teachers. — Charters  issued.  54.    Gain  in  membership,  4,200. 

Teamsters. — Charters  issued,  92;  surrendered,  80.  Gain  in  membership.  2.711.  Number 
of  strikes  won.  22;  pending,  12;  nimiber  involved  in  strikes,  2.000;  number  benefited, 
2.000;  nimiber  involved  in  strikes  pending,  4.000;  cost  of  strikes.  $15,000.  Gain  of 
75  cents  per  day  in  wages.  1  hour  reduction  in  hours  of  labor.  400  agreements  secured 
without  strikes;  22  with  strikes. 

Telegraphers,  Ballroad. — Charters  issued,  15;  surrendered,  3.  Gain  in  membership.  25.000. 
General  8-hour  day  secured,  being  reduction  from  9  and  12  uours.  240  agreements 
secured.  Agreements  were  secured  as  result  of  decisions  of  government  boards.  Death 
benefits.  $475,000.     Donations  to  other  imions,  $2,000. 

Telegraphers.  CommerdaL — Charters  issued,  10.  Gain  in  mem  ship,  2,000.  Number  of 
strikes  won.  2;  3  agreements  secured  by  arbitration.    Death  benefits,  $300. 

Textile  Workers. — Charters  issued.  112;  surrendered,  5.  Gain  in  membership,  17.208.  Number 
of  strikes  won,  9;  compromised.  3;  pending,  3;  number  involved,  14.000;  benefited, 
14.000;  number  involved  in  strikes  pending,  800.  Cost  of  strikes,  $106,000.*  Gain 
in  wages  per  day.  about  15  per  cent.      Hours  of  labor  reduced  from  64  to  48  per 
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week  for  over  600.000  textile  workers  In  northern  and  eastern  states.  24  agreements 
secured  without  resorting  to  strike;  1  agreement  secured  in  silk  industry,  as  result  of 
decision  of  War  Labor  Board,  establishing  basic  8-hour  day.  affecting  24,000  silk 
worlcers.    Death  benefits,  $10,160.    Donations  to  other  unions,  S2.000. 

Timber  Workers. — Charters  issued,  55;  surrendered,  5.  Oam  in  membership,  5.250.  Number 
of  strikes  won,  5;  pending,  1;  number  involved  in  strikes.  800.  Attempts  to  reduce 
wages  successfUly  resisted.  There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  camp  conditions. 
2  agreements  secured  by  arbitration.  As  a  result  of  organization  an  8-hour  day  and  a 
minimum  wage  of  $4  per  day  has  been  established. 

Tobacco  Workers. — Charters  issued.  6;  surrendered.  3.  Gain  in  membership,  384.  Gain  in 
wages,  general  from  30  to  50  per  cent.  Reduction  in  hours  from  10  to  9  and  0  to  8  in 
several  instances.  Sanitary  conditions  and  worldng  rules  have  6een  improved.  There 
has  been  a  renewal  of  expiring  agreements,  but  no  new  agreements.  As  a  result  of 
organization  wages  have  increased  trom  50  to  80  per  cent  and  hours  have  been  reduced 
from  11  per  day  to  9|,  0  and  8.     Death  benefits,  SI. 050:  sick  benefits.  $4,818. 

Transferrers,  Steel  Plate. — Gain  in  membership,  4.    Average  gain  in  wages  of  $1  per  day. 

Tunnel  and  Subway  Constructors. — ^Number  of  strikes  won.  1;  number  involved  in  strikes.  3.000; 
number  benefited.  3.000:  cost  of  strikes,  $2,000.  Attempts  to  reduce  wages  success- 
fully resisted.  Gain  in  wages  per  day,  $1.  Reduction  of  1  hour  per  day  for  500  rock- 
men.  1  agreement  secured,  and  better  santiary  conditions  obtained.  As  a  result  of 
organization  hours  reduced  from  10  to  8  and  a  100  per  cent  increase  in  wages.  Death 
benefits,  $3,100.     Donations  to  other  unions,  $750. 

Typographical  (11  months  ending  April  30.  1910). — Charters  issued,  21;  surrendered.  10.  Gain 
in  membership.  2,258.  Number  of  strikes  won.  3;  lost.  3;  number  involved  in  strikes.  70; 
number  benefited.  62;  displaced.  8;  cost  of  strikes.  $401.  Subordinate  unions  having 
contracts  expiring  during  the  year  ending  April  30.  1919.  successfully  negotiated  new 
contracts  at  increased  wages  varying  from  $2  to  $8  per  week.  No  reductions 
in  wages  in  the  past  year.  Death  benefits.  $355,931.52;  old  age  pensions,  $287,015; 
cost  of  maintenance  of  Union  Printers'  Home,  $132,764.64. 

Upholsterers. — Charters  issued.  12;  surrendered.  3.  Gain  in  membership.  700.  Number  of 
strikes  won.  5;  pending.  2;  number  involved.  360;  benefited.  360;  involved  in  strikes 
pending.  550;  cost  of  strikes.  $8,848.  Gain  in  wages.  $1  per  day.  72  agreements 
secured.  As  a  result  of  organization  there  has  been  an  average  increase  in  wages  of 
125  per  cent  and  hours  have  been  reduced  from  60  to  44  per  week. 

Weavers.  Elastic  Goring. — Gain  in  wages  per  day.  15  per  cent.  1  agreement  in  regard  to  wages 
secured. 

Weavers.  American  Wire. — As  a  result  of  organization  wages  have  been  increased  about  30  per 
cent  and  a  4-hour  reduction  in  working  hours  per  week.     Death  benefits.  $300. 

White  Rats  Actors.— No  report. 

LOCAL  UNIONS 

Improvements  in  working  conditions  secured  by  directly  affiliated  local  unions  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  are  reported  as  follows: 
Artificial  Limb  Workers'  Union.  No.  15504,  New  York.  N.  Y.:  42  cents  per  day  increase  in 

wages.    Organization  has  succeeded  in  establishing  the  48-hour  week. 
Boot  Blacks'  Union.  No.  15666,  Portland.  Ore.:  Wages  increased  $25  per  month,  and  working 

hours  of  all  union  shops  reduced  from  14  to  12  hours  with  half  day  Sunday. 
Brass  Bobbin  Winders'  Union,  No.  14659,  Pliiladelphia.  Pa.:  12  per  cent  gain  in  wages  for  30 

members  and  reduction  in  hours  of  labor  of  three  quarters  of  an  hour  per  day  for  108 

members.    One  agreement  reached  through  negotiations  without  dispute  carrying 

12  per  cent  increase  for  30  members.    As  a  result  of  organization,  hours  of  labor  redpoed 

from  55  to  491  per  week  and  wages  increaiod  55  per  cent. 
Brushmakers'  Union,  No.  16091.  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.:  10  per  cent  increase  in  wages.    As  a  result 

of  organization  hours  of  labor  have  been  reduced  from  54  to  48  per  week. 
Button  Workers.  Composition,  No.  15064,  Newark,  N.  J.:  10  per  cent  increase  in  wages. 
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Caiket  Workers'  Union.  No.  15835.  Tezarkana.  Tex.:  Wages  Increased  13  0/20  cents  per  hour  and 

hours  of  labor  reduced  1  per  day,  all  benefited.    Union  shop  agreements  secured.    As 

result  of  organization  conditions  have  improved  ffom  25  cents  an  hour  for  a  10-hour 

day  to  50  cents  an  hour  for  an  8-hour  day. 
Cement  Makers'  Union.  No.  14061.  Trident,  Mont.:  An  average  increase  In  wages  of  12)  cents 

per  hour  for  200  employes  secured  through  arbitration.    Present  wages  00  cents  an 

hour,  formerly  35  cents  an  hour. 
Cement  Mill  Workers'  Union,  No.  16479,  New  Castle,  Pa.:  15  per  cent  Increase  in  wages.    1 

agreement  secured  as  result  of  arbitration:  1  agreement  secured  as  result  of  decision  of 

government  board. 
City  Employes'  Union,  No.  16427,  Denver.  Colo. :  Wages  increased  50  cents  per  day  for  laborers 

and  $1  for  teams. 
City  Employes'  Union.  No.  15706,  Pueblo.  Colorado:  Fifty  cents  per  day  increase  in  wages 

since  organized. 
City  Employes*  Union.  No.  15951,  Manchester.  N.  H.:  As  a  result  of  organization  hours  of 

labor  have  been  reduced  two  per  week  and  an  80  cents  per  day  increase  in  wages. 

Former  wage  24  cents  an  Jiour  for  50-hour  week,  present  wage  44  cents  an  hoiu*  for  48- 
hour  week. 
City  Employes*  Union,  No.  15978.  Worcester.  Mass.:  As  a  result  of  organization  conditions 

have  been  improved  fft>m  $1.65  to  $2  per  day  for  10  hours  to  $3.04  to  $3.44  per  day  for 

8  hours. 
City  Employes'  Union,  No.  15501.  Concord,  N.  H.:  Wages  increased  25  cents  per  day  for  half 

of  membership  and  45  cents  for  balance.     The  organization  has  advanced  wages  $1 

per  day  and  established  the  half -holiday  for  Saturday. 
City  Forestry  Employes'  Union,  No.  14851,  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  Organization  has  raised  the  wages 

of  trimmers'  helpers  from  $2.50  to  $3.60  and  foremen  from  $3.50  to  $4.50  for  8  hours. 
City  Employes'  Union.  No.  16208.  Hamilton,  Ont.:  Wages  have  increased  ^  cents  per  day.  all 

outside  laborers  benefited. 
Coach  Cleaners  and  Helpers'  Union,  No.  16331.  Kansas  City.  Mo.:  Wages  increased  $1.20  per  day. 

all  employes  benefited.     Hours  of  labor  reduced  from  10  to  9  per  day. 
Commercial  Portrait  Artists*  Union.  No.  14286.  Chicago.  111.:  Wages  increased  15  to  100  per  cent 

in  some  cases.    6  agreements  secured  without  strike. 
Counters.  Timekeepers  and  Clerks'  Union.  No.  15699.  Philadelphia.  Pa.:  Wages  increased  40  per 

cent  for  75  per  cent  of  membership.    Hours  of  labor  reduced  4  per  week. 
Egg  Inspectors'  Union.  No.  14934.  Los  Angeles,  Cal.:  Wages  increased  10  cents  per  hour;  thirty 

members  affected.    As  result  of  organization  wage  scale  Increased  from  30  to  60  cents 

per  hour,  and  hours  of  labor  reduced  from  10  to  9  per  day.  with  Saturday  half  holiday. 
Engineering  Inspectors'  Union.  No.  16026.  Pittsburgh.  Pa.:  Wages  Increased  35  cents  per  day. 

Wages  $4.50  a  day  for  8  hours. 
Envelope  Makers'  Union,  No.  16073,  Centralla.  IlL:  25  per  cent  increase  in  wages.     Hoiu^  of  labor 

reduced  fk*om  10  to  9  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  15223.  Milford,  Me.:  Wages  increased  75  cents  per  day.  benefiting 

400  members. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  15321.  Ridgway.  Pa.:  When    orgtvpization  was  started    the  wage 

was  31  cents  an  hour,  at  present  40  cents  an  hour  with  an  8-hour  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union  No.  15553.  Newport.  R.  I.:  Wages  Increased  72  cents  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union  No.  15455.  East  Peoria.  111.:  Agreement  secured  providing  for  one  week's 

notice  in  writing  before  laying  any  workman  off.   Organization  has  increased  wages  from 

25  cents  per  hour  for  10  hours  to  a  minimum  of  37)  per  hour  and  an  8-hour  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16077.  Bloomlngton,  111.:  Wages  increased  10  cents  per  hour.    Hours 

of  labor  reduced  one  i)er  day.    Before  union  was  formed  wages  were  25  to  27 1  cents  per 

hour;  now  35  and  37}  cents  per  hour. 
Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16087.  Kewanee.  111.:  Before  organization  wages  were 36 6/10  cents  per 

hour  for  10  hours.    Present  scale  for  common  labor  is  42  cents  an  hour  for  eight  hoiu*s. 
Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16124.  Orange.  Tex.:  Wages  increased  60  per  cent. 
Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16156,  Cambridge.  Ohio:  Hours  of  labor  reduced  from  12  to  8  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  16196.  Kokomo.  Ind.:  Hours  of  labor  reduced  1  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16251.  Chambersburg,  Pa.:  Wages  increased  60  per  cent  per  day  and 
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hours  of  labor  reduced  2  per  day.    Wages  at  present  40  cents  per  hour  for  laborers: 

previously  26  to  83  cents  per  hour, 
rederal  Labor  Union.  No.  16291.  Rochester.  N.  Y.:  General  wage  increase  13  6/10  per  cent. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  16298.  Montreal.  Que..  Can.:  10  per  cent  increase  in  wages. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  16309.  Granite  City.  111.:  Union  has  raised  the  wage  scale  firom  26  to 

42  cents  per  hour  to  30|  to  49|  cents  per  hour. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  16321.  La  Junta.  Oolo.:  Wages  increased  81.40  a  day.      Hours  of 

labor  reduced  firom  10  to  8  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16360,  Stratford,  Ontario,  Canada:  Average  wage  increase  of  12  per 

cent  and  hours  of  labor  reduced  firom  10  to  9  per  day,  aifeeting  five  plants.    Hours  of 

labor  reduced  fhxn  60  to  64  per  weak. 
Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16437.  Lyons,  Iowa:  Hours  of  labor  reduced  one  per  day.    Wages  fbr 

machine  hands  increased  firom  82  to  82.76  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  8217,  Boston,  Mass.:  10  per  cent  increase  in  wages. 
Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  8786,  Austin,  Texas:  Improved  conditions  fhmi  81.60  to  81.76  per 

day  for  10  to  12  hours  to  82  a  day  for  8  hours. 
Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  11449,  Thurber,  Texas:  Wages  increased  81.26  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  12706,  Benld,  IlL:  Wages  increased  6  cents  per  hour.    The  organi- 
zation, since  formed,  has  increased  wages  31  cents  per  hour. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  14441,  Wilkeeon,  Wash.:  Wages  increased  81.60  per  day  for  40 

membws. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  14696,  Oentralla,  111.:  Improved  working  conditions  from  17i cents  per 

hour  for  10  hours  to  41|  cents  an  hgur  for  8  hours. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  14914,  WUkesbarre,  Pa.:  Hours  of  labor  reduced  firom  60  to  48  per 

week.    Decision  of  War  Labor  Board  gave  a  wage  increase  of  17i  per  cent  firom  October 

1.  1918  to  April  1,  1919. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  16040.  Newport  News,  Va. :  Hours  of  labor  reduced  2  per  day.    Organi- 
zation has  raised  wages  from  19  and  20  cents  per  hour  to  40  to  76  cents  per  hour. 
Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16228,  Battle  Greek,  Mich.:  Wages  increased  61  cents  per  hour,  and 

hours  of  labor  reduced  one  per  day.    Organization  has  increased  wages  37i  per  cent 

and  reduced  hours  of  labor  two  per  day. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  16284,  Rice  Lake,  Wis.:  Wages  increased  60  cents  per  hour.    At  the 

time  union  was  formed  members  received  81.66  for  10-hour  day;  present  wages,  83.26 

for  10  hours. 
Federal  Labor  Union.  No.  16413,  Fort  Myers.  Fla.:  40  per  cent  gain  in  wages,  and  hours  of 

labor  reduced  firom  9  to  8.    Organization  has  raised  wages  trom  40  to  70  cents  per  hour. 
Federal  Labor  Unlcm.  No.  16364,  Geneva,  ILL:  Hours  of  labor  reduced  firom  9|  and  10  hours  to 

9  hours  per  day.  benefiting  160.    2  agreements  secured  through  arbitration,  increasing 
wages  and  providing  for  time  and  one-half  for  overtime  benefiting  76. 

Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16460.  New  Brunswick.  N.  J.:  Wages  increased  firom  3  cents  to  26 
cents  per  hour,  benefiting  about  1.000.    8-hour  day  established. 

Federal  Watchmen's  Union.  No.  14964.  Washington,  D.  O.:  Wages  increased  33}^  per  cent. 

Fish  Splitters  and  Handlers'  Union,  No.  14270,  Gloucester.  Mass.:  Wages  have  been  increased 
firom  27  i  cents  per  hour  ^  40  cents  per  hour  with  time  and  one-half  for  overtime. 

Fish  Workers'  Union,  No.  14307,  Gloucester,  Mass.:  10  per  cent  increase  In  wages  and  hours  of 
labor  reduced  to  4  on  Saturdays,  benefiting  all  members. 

Freight  Handlers'  Union,  No.  16220,  Richmond,  Va.:  Former  wage  scale  30  cents  per  hour  for 

10  and  12  hours;  present  scale,  37  cents  for  8  hours. 

Freight  Handlers  and  Helpers',  Railroad,  No.  16407.  Memphis,  Tenn.:  Wages  increased  firom 

21  and  22  cents  to  34|  and  37  cents  for  warehousemen.    Hours  reduced  trmn.  12 

and  10  to  8  per  day  for  all  members. 
Freight  Handlers  and  Ohedcers'  Union,  No.  16376,  Omaha,  Nebr.:  Hours  of  labor  reduced  2  per 

day. 
Freight  Handlers'  Union.  No.  16396.  Salisbury.  N.  O.:  When  organization  was  formed  wages  were 

83.40  for  10  hours;  at  present,  83.84  for  9  hours  and  40  minutes. 
Fruit  Grove  Workers*  Union,  No.  16371.  Lake  Alfi:^.  Fla.:  Wages  increased  81  per  day. 
Furniture  Handlers'  Union,  No.  12993.  San  Francisco,  CaL:  As  a  result  of  organization,  wages 

have  been  increased  from  82.60  per  day  in  1906  to  84  per  day  in  1919. 
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Fumltore  Warehooie  Employes'  Union.  No.  15480.  Buffalo.  N.  Y.:    IncrcMed  wacet  from  Sft 

to  $7  per  week  and  reduced  houn  of  labor  Crom  1  to  3  per  day,  and  ftopped  orer- 

time  without  pay. 
Oaa  Appliance  and  Stove  Fitters'  Union.  No.  12432.  San  Frandsoo,  OaL:  Wages  increased  M 

cents  per  day  through  arbitration. 
Oas  and  Water  Workers'  Union.  No.  9840.  San  Francisco.  Cal.:  As  a  result  of  organization,  wages 

average  $1.40  more  per  day  than  in  1010. 
Oas  Distribution  Workers*  Union.  No.  15268,  S.  Boston.  Mass.:  18  per  cent  increase  in  wages 

secured  through  arbitration.    When  organization  was  started  wages  were  S2.70  per  day 

Ibr  0  hours:  present  wages  $4.56  per  day  for  8  hours. 
Oas  Workers'  Union.  No.  15266.  Newport  News.  Va.:  Wages  increased  from  $2  to  $4  per  day. 
Halrspinners'  Union,  10300.  Chicago.  111.:  Improved  conditions  fhun  25  oenU  per  hour  for  10- 
hour  day  to  60  cents  per  hour  for  an  8-hour  day. 
Hair  Spinners'  Protective  Union.  No.  12353.  Baltimore.  Md.:  Wages  increased  25  cents  per  day 

for  20  men  through  arbitration.    Organization  has  improved  conditions  trom  $10.50 

per  week  and  10  hour  day  to  $20.50  per  week  and  0  hour  day. 
Hat  Trlnmiers  and  Operators'.  Felt.  Straw.  Panama.  Velvet.  No.  15850.  Newark.  N.  J.:  Reduced 

working  hours  from  10  to  8  per  day  with  a  30  per  cent  Increase  in  wages  and  marked 

improvement  in  sanitary  conditions  of  workshops. 
Horse  Hair  Dressers'  Union.  No.  12880.  Philadelphia.  Pa.:  Wages  increased  $1.50  per  day  as 

result  of  two  strikes.    Hours  of  labor  reduced  1  per  day  with  absolute  recognition  of 

the  union.    At  time  organization  was  formed  wages  were  $12  to  $18  i>er  week  for 

lOi  hour  day.    Present  scale  $35  and  $40  for  8i  hour  day. 
Hospital  Stewards  and  Nurses'  Union.  No.  16031.  San  Francisco.  Cal.:  Wages  increased  $10 

per  month  at  City  Emergency  Hospitals  and  $5  and  $10  per  month  at  Relief  Home; 

one  day  off  each  week. 
Housing  Inspectors'  Union.  No.  15182.  Pittsburgh.  Pa.:  Wages  increased  50  cents  per  day. 

When  union  was  started  members  received  from  $80  to  $100  per  month.    Present 

wages  $120  per  month  and  $5  per  month  war  bonus. 
Last  Makers'  Union.  No.  14375.  Swampscott,  Mass.:  Union  has  reduced  hours  of  labor  from  1# 

to  0  per  day. 
Mail  Order  and  Packers*  Union.  No.  16282.  Toledo.  Ohio.  Wages  increased  f^om  3  to  0  cents 

per  hour  and  8-hour  day  established  for  entire  department.    When  union  was  formed 

members  were  receiving  from  30  to  40  cents  per  hour;  present  wages  from  40  to  50 

cents  per  hour. 
Meat,  Food  and  Sanitary  Science  Association.  No.  12012.  Chicago.  III.:  When  union  was  started 

wages  were  $1,000  per  year  for  30-hour  week.    Present  salary.  $1,320  to  $1,560  per 

year  for  38-hour  week. 
Meter  Workers'  Union.  No.  14502.  Boston.  Mass.:  Wage  Increase  of  76  cents  per  day  and  hours 

of  labor  reduced  40  minutes  (Mr  day.    When  union  was  started  wages  were  $16.80 

for  55-hour  week;  present  wages  $28  for  46-hour  week;  half  pay  for  sickness,  paid  for  all 

holidays  and  two  weeks  vacation. 
Mosaic.  Terrazzo  Workers'  Union.  No.  10263.  St.  Louis.  Mo.:  Wages  Increased  40  cents  a  day 

without  strike.    When  union  was  started  wages  were  25  cents  an  hour;  present  wag* 

471  cents  an  hour. 
Municipal  Employes'  Union.  No.  16286.  St.  Louis.  Mo.:  Gains  In  wages  as  follows:  $65  or 

less  per  month  25  per  cent;  $66  to  $105  Inclusive.  20  per  cent;  $105  to  $150  inclusive. 

15  per  cent;  $150  to  $175.  inclusive.  10  per  cent. 
Navy  Yard  Helpers'  Union.  No.  15154.  Washington.  D.  C:  Wages  increased  64  cents  per  day. 
Kednrear  Workers'  Union.  No.  15200.  Boston.  Mass. :  Wages  Increased  10  per  cent  for  7  members* 

15  per  cent  for  15.  20  per  cent  for  35,  secured  through  arbitration. 
Janitors'  Protective  Union.  No.  15245.  Bondville.  111.:  When  union  was  started  members  were 

receiving  20  to  26  cents  per  hour  for  10  hours  work  or  more;  now  receiving  45  cents  per 

hour  with  an  8-hour  day. 
Janitors*  and  Watchmen's  Union,  No.  15008,  Boston.  Mass.:  Wages  increased  33%  per  cent  per 

day  for  14  members.    Hours  of  labor  reduced  from  0  to  8.  benefiting  21  members. 

When  union  was  started  the  members  were  receiving  $12  per  week  for  a  0-hour  day. 

Present  scale  is  $10  per  week  for  an  8-hour  day. 
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Janitors'  and  Laborers'  Union,  ^o.  16310.  Lynn.  Mass.:  The  War  Labor  Board  award  raised 

wages  from  28  to  32  cents  per  hour  to  a  minimum  of  42  cents  per  hour;  for  the  women 

from  $8  and  S9  per  week  to  a  minimum  of  $16  per  week. 
Janitors*  Union,  No.  16122,  Manchester.  N.  H.:  Wages  S150  per  year. 
Janitors*.  Helpers*  Sc  Laborers*  Union,  No.  16034,  Charleston.  S.  C:  Wages  increased  48  cents 

a  day. 
Japanners*  and  Sheet  Metal  Truckers'  Union.  No.  15255.  Schenectady.  N.  Y.:  When  organization 

was  started  wages  were  26  cents  per  hour;  present  scaie  474  cents  per  hour. 
Oyster  Shuckers*  Union.  No.  16117.  Norfolk.  Va. :  Secured  better  prices  for  members  from  dealers. 
Park  and  Recreation  Departments.  Gardeners*,  and  Laborers*  Union.  No.  16138.  Boston.  Mass.: 

When  organization  was  started  wages  were  $2  per  day;  present  rate  S3  per  day  of 

8  hours. 
Paving  Inspectors'  Union.  No.  14883,  Chicago.  111.:  Wages  increased  $31  per  month. 
Picture  Frame  Workers'  Union.  No.  15557.  Philadelphia.  Pa.:  Wages  increased  $1  to  $1JS0 

per  day.    The  organization  has  reduced  hours  of  labor  from  60  to  48  per  week,  and 

increased  wages  almost  60  per  cent. 
School  Janitors*  Union,  No.  15928,  Providence.  R.  I. :  7  to  25  per  cent  increase  in  wages. 
Railroad  Employes'  Union.  No.  16486.  Atlantic  City.  N.  J.:  Wages  increased  Oi  cents  per 

hour,  and  hours  of  labor  reduced  3  per  day. 
Rubber  and  Tire  Workers*  Union.  No.  16483.  Butte,  Mont.:  Wages  increased  $1  per  day  for 

Journeymen,  and  50  cents  per  day  for  apprentices.  Hours  of  labor  reduced  1  per  day. 

Union  has  increased  wages  from  $5  for  0-hour  day  to  $6  for  8  hours. 
Sailmi^Eers*,  Operators  and  Helpers'  Union,  No.  16060,  Boston,  Mass.:  Wages  increased  $1.68 

per  day. 
Ship  Clerks'  Union.  No.  16145.  San  Francisco.  Cal.:  The  union  has  gained  the  8-hour  day,  and  $1.50 

per  day  increase  for  the  members;  formerly  9  hours  and  $5  per  day. 
Shipyard  Laborers'  Union.  No.  15980,  Baltimore.  Md.:  When  organized  members  received  48 

and  52  cents  per  hour.    Present  wages  72  and  80  cents  per  hour. 
Slate  Workers*  Union,  No.  16159.  Granville,  N.  Y.:  Wages  increased  18  cents  per  day  for  275 

members. 
-State  Home  Employes'  Union,  No.  16048,  Eidridge,  Cal.*..  Wages  increased  $10  per  month  and 

1  hour  of  rest  granted  in  12-hour  day  for  attendants. 
Slate  Workers'  Union,  No.  15178,  Poultney,  Yt.:  Before  union  was  formed  wages  ranged  firom 

23  to  27  cents  per  hour;  at  present  from  32  to  36  cents  per  hour. 
State  Hospital  Employes*  Union,  No.  15631.  Napa.  Cal.:  Wages  increased  33)^  cents  per  day  to 

attendants  in  all  state  hospitals.    Hours  of  labor  reduced  in  some  instances  fh)m  14  to 

12  per  day. 
Stoneware  Potters'  Union.  No.  15634.  Logan.  Ohio:  Two  increases  in  wages  secured,  one  of  20 

per  cent  and  later  50  cents  per  day. 
Street  Cleaners'  Union.  No.  15447.  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  When  the  union  was  started  members  were 

receiving  $1.50  per  day;  present  wages.  $2.70  per  day. 
Street  Cleaners',  Overseers'  and  Inspectors'  Union.  No.  16336,  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  15  per  cent  per  day 

gain.    Salary  $115  per  month  and  8-hour  day. 
Tin,  Steel,  Iron  and  Granite  Ware  Workers'  Union,  No.  10943,  Granite  City,  111.:  Increases  in 

wages  for  women  workers  fkx>m  40  to  80  cents  per  day;  men  from  30  to  70  cents  per 

day.    Hours  of  labor  reduced  ft-om  10  to  9  hours  per  day,  265  benefited  directly.  1.000 

indirectly.    Company  has  agreed  to  Improve  sanitary  conditions.    Organization  has 

increased  wages  100  per  cent. 
Tuckpointers'  and  Front  Cleaners*  Union,  No.  13046,  Chicago,  111.:  When  union  was  started. 

in  1898,  wages  were  about  $2.50  per  day  for  8  hours;  at  present.  $7  per  day  for  8  hours. 
Tuck  Pointers'  Protective  Union.  No.  14707,^  Buffalo,  N.  Y.:  Wages  increased  70  cents  per  day. 

When  union  was  started,  members  worked  9  hours  at  $2.50  per  day;  at  present,  $5.20 

for  8  hours. 
United  Felt,  Panama  and  Straw  Hat  Trimmers  and  Operators'  Union,  No.  14569.  New  York. 

N.  Y. :  Before  organization  no  limit  to  working  hours,  home  work,  no  division  of  work 

in  dull  seasons,  low  wages.    As  the  result  of  organization,  the  8-hoiu>  day  has  been 

established,  no  home  work,  equal  division  of  work  in  dull  times  and  50  per  cent  increase 

in  wages.    Sanitary  conditions  greatly  improved. 
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United  Umbrella  Handle  and  Stick  Makers*  Union.  No.  14581.  New  York.  N.  Y.:  As  a  result  of 

organization,  hours  of  labor  have  been  reduced  and  wages  increased  60  per  cent. 
Water  Inspectors'  Union.  No.  15642;  Pittsburgh.  Pa.:  As  a  result  of  organization,  wages  have  been 

equalized,  and  time  and  one-half  for  overtime  over  ^  hours.    Wages  were  formerly 

$2.75  and  $3.  now  $4.10. 
Watchmen's  Union.  No.  16130.  Aberdeen.  Wash.:  Wages  increased  from  $3.06  to  $4.80  a  day 

through  award  of  Shipbuilding  Labor  Adjustment  Board.    The  8-hour  day  established 

as  direct  result  of  organization. 
Wholesale    Grocery    Handlers*  and   Packers*  Union,  No.   15764.  Terre  Haute.  Ind.:  Wages 

increased  $3  per  week  in  past  year.     As  result  of  organization,  wages  have  been  increased 

$8  per  week  and  hours  of  labor  reduced  from  60  to  50  per  week. 
Whidow  Glass  Snappers'  Union,  No.  15443.  Sandusky.  Ohio:  As  a  result  of  organization  wages 

have  been  increased  20  to  40  per  cent  and  hours  of  labor  reduced  ft^m  8  to  5i  hours 

per  day. 
Water  Works  and  Sewer  Employes'  Union,  No.  15466,  Ft.  Worth.  Texas.:  When  union  was 

started  wage  scale  was  $65.  $80  and  $00  per  month;  present  scale,  $00,  $100.  $110,  $115 

and  $125  per  month. 
Water  Inspectors'  Union.  No.  16288,  Greater  New  York:  War  bonus  $100  per  year  Increase. 
Water  Meter  Repairers',  Testers'  and  Setters'  Union,  No.  16181,  Newark,  N.  J. :  Increases  in  wages 

of  44  cents.  57  cents  and  60  cents  per  day  for  16  members.    Hours  of  labor  reduced 

from  53  to  44  per  week  for  6  members. 
Window  and  House  Cleaners'  Union,  No.  15509,  Denver,  Colo.:  2  increases  in  wages  of  50  cents 

per  day  each.     Hours  of  labor  reduced  from  0  to  8  per  day.     Before  union  was  formed 

wages  were  $10  to  $15  per  week.    Present  wages,  $22  and  $24  Ibr  window  cleaners, 

and  $18  for  housemen. 
Wire  Drawers'  Union,  No.  12043,  Wilkesbarre,  Pa.:  Wages  increased  10  per  cent  on  $1  and 

hours  of  labor  reduced  from  10  to  8,  benefiting  06  members.    Sanitary  conditions  in 

wash  rooms  greatly  improved.    Union  has  increased  wages  from  48  cents  to  60  cents 

iMr  hour. 


TOTING  STBBNGTB  OF  FEDEBATION,  18t7  TO  Itlt,  INCLUSIVE 

Year.                      No.  Votes.  Year.                      No.  Votes 

1807 2.747  1000 15,880 

1808 2,881  1010 16,737 

1800 3.632  1011 18,603 

1000 5.737  1012 18.400 

1001 8,240  lOia 20.076 

1002 10.705  1014. 21,185 

1003. 15.238  1015 20,433 

1004 17,363  1016- 21,006 

1005. 1 16,338  1017 24.073 

1006 15.621  1018 28.375 

1007 16.425  1010 33,850 

1008 16,802 
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UNION  LABELS 


There  are  now  61  labels  and  10  cardi  lamied  by  the  following  organlsattons  which  have  been 
indorsed  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor: 


American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Balcers  and  Confectioners. 

Bill  Posters  and  fiiilers. 

Boilermakers. 

Blacksmiths. 

Bookbinders. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers. 

Brewery  Workmen. 

Brickmakers. 

Broommakers. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners,  Brother* 

hood. 
Carvers.  Wood 
Cigarmakers. 
Coopers. 

Electrical  Workers. 
Garment  Workers.  United. 
Garment  Workers,  Ladles. 


Barbers. 
Clerks.  Retail. 
Engineers,  Steam. 
Firemen,  Stationary. 


OaOAMISATIONS    USIHO   LABILS. 

Glove  Workers. 

Grinders  and  Finishers,  Pocket 

Knife  Blade. 
Hatters. 
Horseshoers. 
Iron  and  Steel  Workers. 
Jewelry  Workers. 
Lathers. 

Laundry  Workers. 
Leather  Workers. 
Lithographers. 
Machine  Printers  and  Color 

Mixers. 
Machhiists. 
Marble  Workers. 
Metal  Polishers. 
Metal  Workers,  Sheet. 
Molders. 
Painters. 

OBQANIXATIONS    USING    OABOS. 

Hotel  and  Restawtuit  Employes. 
Meat  Cutters  and  Butcher 

Workmen. 
Musicians. 


Papermakers. 

Photo-Engravers. 

Piano  ana  Organ  Woricers. 

Plate  Printers. 

Powder  Workers. 

Pressmen,  Printing. 

Print  Cutters. 

Sawsmiths. 

Slate  Workers. 

Stove  Mounters. 

Tailors. 

Textile  Workers. 

Timber  Workers. 

Tobacco  Workers. 

Typographteal. 

Uphobterers. 

Weavers,  Wire. 


Stage  Employes,  Theatrical 

Teamsters. 

White  Rats  Actors. 


The  following  crafts  and  callings  are  using  the  Amerdan  Federation  of  Labor  labH:  Badges 
Banner,  Regalia,  Button.  Novelty  and  Lodge  Paraphernalia  Workers:  Coffee,  Spice,  and  Baking 
Powder  Workers;  NaU  (Horseshoe)  Workers;  Neckwear  Cutters  and  Makers;  Paper  Box  Makers; 
Suspendermakers;  Garter.  Arm  Band  and  Hose  Supporter  Makers. 

TOTAL  MEMBERSHIP  OF  AFFILIATED  UNIONS 

The  average  paid-up  and  reported  membership  for  the  year  is  3.260,068.  an  average  Increase 
of  633.699  members  over  last  year.  National  and  International  organizations  are  required  to  pay 
only  the  per  capita  tax  upon  their  full  paid-up  membership,  and  therefore  the  membership  re- 
ported does  not  include  all  the  members  involved  in  strikes  or  lockouts  or  those  who  were 
unemployed  during  the  fiscal  year,  for  whom  tax  was  not  received. 

The  following  is  the  average  membership  reported  or  paid  upon  for  the  past  twenty-three 
years: 


Year. 

Membership. 

Year. 

Membership. 

Year. 

Membership. 

Year. 

Membership 

1897 

264.826 

1903.-. 

..     1.466.800 

1909-. 

..     1 482,872 

1915.„- 

.     1.946,347 

1898 

278.016 

1904.„. 

..     1.676.200 

1910-« 

-..     1.662,112 

1916-.- 

.     2.072,702 

1899 

349.422 

1906-„ 

..     1.494.300 

1911... 

_     1.761.836 

1917.— 

-    2.371,434 

1900 

648,321 

1906.... 

..     1.454.200 

1912.. 

_     1.770,146 

1918-.-. 

-     2.726.478 

1901 

787.637 

1907._ 

.-     1,638.970 

1913-. 

...     1.996.004 

1919 

.    1.260.068 

1902 

1,024.399 

1908... 

-.     1,686.886 

1914... 

_    2,020.671 

So  that  the  delegates  and  membership  at  large  may  at  a  glance  note  the  steady  growth  in 
the  total  mem^bership  of  the  organ! /Jktioos  aHIIated  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  a  chart 
will  follow  on  the  next  page  hidicating  the  membership  for  each  year  since  1881,  up  to  and  in- 
cluding 1919 — thirty-nine  years.  In  addition,  another  chart  has  been  prepared  showing  clearly 
the  manner  in  which  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  organized,  commencing  with  the  local 
unions  of  the  International  organizations  as  the  source  from  which  all  funds  are  secured  to  carry 
on  every  activity  in  the  labor  mavement.  Local  unions  of  the  national  and  international  organi- 
zations and  the  local  unions  allliated  direct  with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  constitute 
the  state  and  city  central  bodies  as  well  as  department  councils.  The  chart  will  show  that  there 
are 33.852  local  unions  in  the  111  national  and  international  unions  and  884  local  trade  and  federal 
labor  unions  directly  affiliated  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  with  a  paid-up  and  reported 
average  membership  of  3.260,068  for  the  fiscal  year  endUig  April  30,  1919. 
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NAnONAL  AND  IWTBKNATIOlf AL  OEGAinZATIONS   FOEMBD  FEOM   AlUKIOAH 
FBDBEATION  OF  LABOE  LOCAL  UNIONS 

The  Amflrfcmn  Federation  of  Labor  In  the  pact  twenty-four  yean  has  formed  out  of  directly 
ebartered  local  onions,  the  following  elghty-eeven  national  and  International  organisations; 

18M. 

Mineral  Mine  WoriDers*  Progvesstye,  Northern. 
Actors '  National  ProtectlTe.  » 

National  Union  of  Textile  Workers. 
Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship  BoUders'  Union. 
Brickmakers'  Alliance,  NatlonaL 
Federated  Association  of  Wire  Drawers. 

Bicycle  Woricers'  International  Union. 

Oold  Beaters*  National  Union. 

Steam  Engineers'  National  Union. 

Gore  Makers'  International  Union. 

Blacksmiths.  International  Brotherhood  of. 

Brotherhood  of  Paper  Makers. 

Meat  Cutters  and  Butcher  Workmen's  National  Union. 

18t8. 

Mosaic  and  Encaustic  Tile  Layers  and  Helpers'  International  Union* 
BuUdlng  Laborers'  International  Protectlye  Union  of  America. 
Trunk  and  Bag  Workers*  International  Union. 

Intematlooal  Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Firemen. 

National  Association  of  Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters  and  Helpers. 

Brotherhood  oi  Coal  Hoisting  Engineers. 

Tfan  Plate  Workers'  International  Protectlye  Association. 

Team  Drivers'  International  Union. 

IfM. 
Ohain  Makers' Natfonal  Unkm  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
Glass  Workers'  National  Union. 
International  Jeweby  Workers'  Union  of  America. 
Intematfonal  Union  of  Wood,  Wire,  and  Metal  Lathers. 
Building  Laborers'  International  Protective  Union. 
International  Brotherhood  of  Oil  and  Gas  Well  Workers. 
United  Metal  W<^cers'  International  Union. 
Upholsterers'  International  Unkm  of  North  America. 

Shirt  Waist  and  Laundry  Workers'  International  Union. 

Amalgamated  Leather  Workers*  Union  of  America. 

International  Watch  Oase  Makers. 

International  Association  of  Oar  Workers. 

Paving  Cutters'  Union  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

National  Assodatton  of  Blast  Fnmaoe  Workers  and  Smelters  of  America. 

United  Ototh  Hat  and  Cap  Makers'  Union  of  North  America. 

Sawsmlths'  Unkm  of  North  America. 

Piano  and  Organ  Workers'  International  Union  of  America 

National  Assodatkm  of  Machine  Printers  and  Color  Mixers  of  the  United  States. 

United  Powder  and  High  Ex|riosive  Worinrs  of  America. 

International  Association  of  Tube  Workers. 


Jntematlonal  Association  of  Marble  Workers. 
Window  Glass  Snippers'  National  P 


Protective  Association  of  America. 
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IfM. 

QiUMTymen's  International  Union  of  North  America. 

American  Brotherhood  of  Cement  Workers. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Tip  Printers. 

International  Union  of  Slate  Quarrymen.  Splitters  and  Cutters. 

International  Slate  and  Tile  Roofers'  Union  of  America. 

Brotherhood  of  Railway  Expressmen  of  America. 

International  Hodcarrlers  and  Building  Laborers'  Union  of  America. 

IntematlcMial  Shingle  Weavers'  Union  of  America. 

Bill  Posters  and  Blllers  of  America.  National  Alliance  of. 

International  Association  ot  Glass  House  Employes. 

Interior  Freight  Handlers  and  Warehousemen's  Union  of  America. 

Glove  Workers'  Intemation^  Union  of  America. 

Order  of  Commercial  Telegraphers. 

Amalgamated  Rubber  Workers'  Union  of  America. 

National  Union  of  Shipwrights.  Joiners  and  Caulkers  of  America. 

International  Union  of  Flour  and  Cereal  Mill  Employes. 

IfM. 


General  Insulators  and. 
Canada. 


IMS. 

National  Brotherhood  of  Woodsmen  and  Saw  Mill  Workers. 
International  Union  of  Pavers  and  Rammermen. 

ISM. 

Steel  plate  Transferrers*  Association  of  America. 

Iff?. 
International  Brotherhood  of  Composition  Roofers.  Damp  and  Waterproof  Workers  of 

United  States  and  Canada. 
Post-office  Clerks,  National  Federation  of. 
Lobster  Fishermen's  National  Protective  Association. 

Iflf. 

Tunnel  and  Subway  Constructors'  International  Union. 

IfU. 
International  Fur  Workers'  Union  of  United  States  and  Canada  (second  time  chartered). 

Ifl4. 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Signalmen  of  America. 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Postal  Clerks. 

IflS. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Steam  Shov^  and  Dredgemen. 

Iflf. 
American  Association  of  Masters,  Mates  and  Pilots. 
American  Federation  of  Teachers. 
International  Jewelry  Workers'  Union. 

If  17. 

National  Federation  of  Federal  Employes. 
International  Union  of  Timber  Workers. 

If  18. 

Interuational  Association  of  Fire  Fighters. 

Iflf. 
International  Federation  of  Draftsmen's  Union. 
International  Steel  and  Copper  Plate  Engravers*  League. 
Oil  Field.  Gas  Well  and  ReOiiery  Workers  of  Amertea. 
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HBADQUAETBB8 

Tlie  foUowtng  ■tatement  thowt  that  daring  the  twelve  moathi  eodlng  April  30. 1010,  there 
has  been  taraed  flrom  headquarten  an  average  of  034  letters,  circular  letters  and  packages  per  day 
and  706,530  copies  <tf  the  American  FedenUUmiMi,  and  120.440  A.  F.  of  L.  News  Letters,  as  follows: 

1010. 

Packages  of  supplies  and  ttteratnre  forwarded  by  express  and  parcel  post 16,443 

oSSniettersL—I! ' IZ 107380 

Ofareulars  and  drcolar  letters ,     ,  166,848 

American  Federation  of  Labor  News  Letter 170.440 

Anmiean  Federqjtkmitt , : 766,630 

Total : 1.207.004 


IH  CONCLUSION 

In  conctoslon,  I  desire  to  express,  throogh  the  delegates  present,  my  sincere  appreciation 
ot  the  faithful,  earnest,  and  snocsssful  efforts  put  forth  by  the  organizers  of  the  American  Federa- 
tioii  of  Labor  and  the  national  and  international  organlsattons  to  organize  the  unorganized  workers, 
and  the  substantial  assistanoe  and  encouragement  received  from  the  officers  of  the  national  and 
International  unions  and  from  my  colleagues  of  the  Bzecutlve  OonnciL 

Respectfully  submitted. 


.J^tXL^^JC  /^rloxrvii^T^ 


Secretary,  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
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TREASURER  TOBIN'8  REPORT 


To  0bi  QffUtn  end  DeUgatn  of  0bi  Thirtihninth  AMnnuU  OementUm  of  0bi  American  FoderaHan 
ofLakor. 
Fbllow  Umowitn:  I  herewltii  labmit  report  upon  the  fundi  of  the  Amerlcui  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  for  the  twelye  moatha  ftom  AprU  80,  1018.  to  April  80.  1019.  The  financial  etate- 
ment  is  ae  foUowt: 


January  si — 
FeliniarT28. 

March  81 

April  80 


TotaMnoome  forT< 

Balance  in   hande  m 

April  80.  1918 


Total  fondle 


B2  87 
M  18 
98  68 
97  68 
18  88 
r6  84 
DO  94 
S6  98 

82.742  88 
49.118  08 
68.926  22 
76.879  41 


.8064.687  67 
.  123.820  98 


.8778.006  66 


January  81 

Febnianr28. 

March  81 

April  80 


Total  ezpeoMi  for  year^ 


»3  14 
14  24 
S9  63 
M  67 
S9  80 
»  41 
76  27 
.   12  82 

J 9.140  73 
9.026  66 
.  46.073  99 
.      64.878  13 

8687.618  89 


BBOAPITULATIOir. 


Total  funds  (cash  balance  and  Income). 
Total  expeneee, .. 


April  80.  1919— Balance  In  hands  of  Treasorer 

April  80.  1919— Balance  In  hands  of  Secretary. 


Total  cash  balance  April  80. 1919. 


Loan  to  Trustees  A.  F.  of  !».  BaUdlng  Fund  firom  Defense  Fund. 
Total  balance  on  hand.  April  30.  1919 


Treasurer's  balance,  where  deposited  and  Inyested: 

Union  Trust  Oo..  Indianapolis.  Ind..  Interest  bearing  certiflc 
Indiana  National  Bank.  Indianapolis.  Ind..  subject  to  chedc 
Liberty  Bends  ,  


Canadian  Victory  Bond&. 


8778.008  66 
687.618  89 

8190.490  16 
2.000  00 

8102.490  16 

26.000  00 

8217.490  16 


8100.000  00 
26.490  16 
60.000  00 
16.000  00 
26,000  00 


8216.490  16 


Loan  to  Trustees  A.  F.  of  L.  Building  Fund  team  Defease  Fund 

Treasurer's  balance  April  30,  1919 

Deposits  guaranteed  by  bond. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DANIEL  J.  TOBIN. 
Trsafttrer,  Amtrican  FmUratUm  of  Labor, 
Imdiamapolis,  Imd.,  AprH  30, 1919* 
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BEPOBT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  A.  F.  OF  L.  BUILDING 

To  Om  Executive  Council  of  ike  American  FederaHon  of  Labor: 

We  submit  for  your  consideration  the  following  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenses  of 
the  A.  P.  of  L.  Building  Fund  for  the  twdve  months  ending  April  30,  1919. 

The  total  cost  of  lot  and  erection  of  building,  f  189,3 17.68 ;  the  total  amount  borrowed, 
$189,240.  The  indebtedness  was  reduced  $50,000  this  ytax.  The  total  reduction  of 
indebtedness  up  to  April  30,  1919,  $1 16,750,  and  this  money  did  not  come  from  earnings  of 
the  building  but  from  the  general  fund  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  The  total  amount  of  indebted- 
ness upon  the  building  on  April  30,  1919,  $72,500. 

llie  income  from  all  sources  for  twelve  months,  $23,221.25;  cost  of  maintenance, 
$20, 1 09. 0 1 .    Income  over  cost  of  maintenance,  $3,11 2.24. 

The  interest  paid  this  year  upon  borrowed  money  was  $3,175;  deducting  from  this 
amount  the  excess  of  income  over  maintenance,  leaves  a  deficit  of  $62.76. 

The  $189,317.68  paid  for  the  A.  P.  of  L.  Building  invested  at  4  per  cent  would  give  a 
3rearty  income  of  $7,572.70.  The  income  in  excess  of  expenses  for  this  ytax  is  $3, 1 12.24^^ 
1}  per  cent  on  amount  invested. 

R8C8IPT8 

Balance  on  hand  April  30,  1918. $65  10 

Receipts  from  rents.  May  1,  1918,  to  April  30,  1919 23,130  00 

Receipts  from  waste  paper 62  40 

Receipts  from  interest  of  funds  on  deposit 28  85 

Prom  General  Fund,  A.  P.  of  L 50,000  00 

TotaL. . $73,286  35 

EZFBNSSS 

Maintenance: 

Pay-roll  (building  employes) $9,709  81 

Pud  (coal) 2,744  98 

Electricity. 2,044  50 

Taxes : 1,544  49 

Supplies 495  89 

Upkeep  and  repairs 295  03 

Ice: ._  395  55 

Insurance  (liability) 62  45 

Water  rent 112  34 

Hauling  ashes. 168  00 

On  account  painting  and  refinishing  A.  P.  of  L,  Building 1,990  00 

Repairs  and  upkeep  of  elevators. 395  97 

Repairing  heating  plant 150  00 


Total $20, 109  0 1 

Pasrments  to  American  Security  and  Trust  Company  ($15,000, 

$20,000) 35,000  00 

Interest  on  money  borrowed 3,175  00 

Payments  to  Defense  Pund,  A.  P.  of  L.  ($2,500,  $12,500) 15,000  00 

Total  expenses.  May  1,  lpl8,  to  April  30,  1919. $73,284  01 

Rbcapitui^tion 

Income. . _  $73,286  35 

Expenses 73,284  01 

Balance  on  hand  April  30,  1919. $2  34 
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Amount  of  Loans 

American  Security  and  Trust  Company  ($92,500) $47,500  00 

Defense  Fund,  A.  F.  of  L.  ($50,000) 25,000  00 

Amount  due  on  loans  April  30,  1919 $72,500  00 

Yearly  income  with  all  rooms  rented $23,460  00 

The  offices  in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Building,  and  particularly  the  Execu- 
tive Council  room,  have  been  utilized  for  conferences  of  representatives  of  labor  organiza- 
tions and  representatives  of  foreign  countries  and  of  the  public.  The  prestige  and  dignity 
which  our  building  has  given  to  our  country  and  our  cause  have  been  of  great  importance 
and  advantage. 

This  report  of  the  trustees  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Building  is  submitted  to  you,  the  E.  C, 
and  through  jrou  to  the  convention  and  the  rank  and  file  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  We  have  per- 
formed the  duty  assigned  to  us  with  the  best  interests  of  the  Federation  in  view. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

Samuel  GoMFSRS, 
Frank  Morrison, 
Jambs  O'Connsix, 
Trustees,  A,  F.  of  L,  Building. 

LIBEBTT  BOND  PUBCHASE 

True  to  its  record  of  supporting  the  government  in  its  just  cause  during  the  war  and 
in  furtherance  of  that  purpose,  the  American  Federation  of  I^bor  subscribed  $10,000  to 
the  Fourth  Liberty  Loan  and  $10,000  to  the  Fifth  Loan,  making  a  total  of  $50,000  invested 
in  Liberty  Bonds  in  the  United  States. 

](n  addition,  since  we  reported  upon  this  subject  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  the  pur- 
chase of  $5,000  of  Canadian  Victory  Loan  Bonds  has  been  effected,  making  a  total  of 
$15,000  of  Victory  Bonds. 

It  is  regrettable  that  there  is  no  exact  record  of  the  amount  subscribed  by  our  affiliated 
organizations  and  their  membership  to  the  various  bond  issues  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Canadian  government,  for  beyond  doubt  millions  of  dollars  have  been  invested  in  this 
way,  as  well  as  in  War  Savings  Stamps. 

RECONSTRUCTION  PROGRAM 

The  St.  Paul  Convention  instructed  the  Executive  Council  to  appoint  a  committee  on 
reconstructon,  this  committee  to  thoroughly  investigate  the  problem  of  reconstruction 
and  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be  found  possible  to  safeguard  the  interest  of  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  and  workers  during  the  period  of  reconstruction.  The  committee  as  appointed 
was  composed  of  John  P.  Frey,  editor  of  the  International  Molders'  Journal;  B.  M.  Jewell, 
Acting  President,  Railroad  Employes'  Department;  John  Moore,  President  of  the  Ohio 
District  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America;  G.  W.  Perkins,  President,  Cigarmakers' 
International  Union  of  America;  Matthew  WoU,  President,  International  Photo-Engravers' 
Union  of  North  America. 

The  report  of  this  committee  was  rendered  to  the  E.  C.  at  its  meeting  in  New  York  on 
December  28,  1918,  and  was  there  endorsed  by  the  E.  C.  We  desire  to  say  that  the  recon- 
struction program  drafted  by  this  s|>ecial  committee  is  not  only  the  most  complete  and 
most  constructive  proposal  yet  made  in  this  countiy  for  the  reconstruction  period  but  con- 
stitutes practically  the  only  program  in  existence  having  to  do  with  the  period  of  rebuilding 
the  national  life  on  a  peace  basis.  The  measures  proposed  in  the  report  are  measures  which 
the  nation  can  ill  afford  to  ignore.  They  are  measures  also  for  the  realization  of  iMch 
organized  labor  throughout  the  countiy  should  exert  eveiy  possible  influence.  The  pro- 
posals are  fundamentally  the  proposals  of  democracy  designed  to  make  for  a  richer  and 
beer  human  lift.    We  call  not  only  upon  the  organized  woixers  but  upon  the  whole  people 
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of  America  to  bring  into  a  stdte  of  active  operation  the  splendid  humanitarian  and  demo- 
cratic reconstruction  program  here  presented.    The  report  of  the  committee  follows: 

American  Federation  of  Labor  ReconstmcHon  Program 

The  world  war  has  forced  all  free  peoples  to  a  fuller  and  deeper  realization 
of  the  menace  to  civilization  contained  in  autocratic  control  of  the  activities  and 
destinies  of  mankind. 

It  has  caused  a  worid-wide  determination  to  overthrow  and  eradicate  all 
autocratic  institutions,  so  that  a  full  measure  of  freedom  and  justice  can  be  estab- 
lished between  man  and  man  and  nation  and  nation. 

It  has  awakened  more  fully  the  consciousness  that  the  principles  of  democracy 
should  regulate  the  relationship  of  men  in  all  their  activities. 

It  has  opened  the  doors  of  opp<n:tunity  through  which  more  sound  and  pro- 
gressive policies  may  enter. 

New  conceptions  of  htunan  liberty,  justice  and  opportunity  are  to  be  applied. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  one  organization  representing  Labor 
in  America,  conscious  that  its  responsibilities  are  now  greater  than  before,  pre- 
sents a  program  for  the  guidance  of  Labor,  based  upon  experience  and  formulated 
with  a  full  consciousness  of  the  principles  and  pdides  which  have  successfully 
guided  American  trade  unionism  in  the  past. 

Democracy  in  Industry 

Two  codes  of  rules  and  regulations  affect  the  workers ;  the  law  upon  the  statute 
books,  and  the  rules  within  industry. 

The  first  determines  their  relationship  as  citizens  to  all  other  citizens  and  to 
property. 

The  second  largely  determines  the  relationship  of  employer  and  emplove,  the 
terms  of  employment,  the  conditions  of  labor,  and  the  rules  and  regulations 
affecting  the  workers  as  employes.  The  first  is  secured  through  the  application 
of  the  methods  of  democracy  in  the  enactment  of  legidation,  and  is  based  upon 
the  principle  that  the  laws  which  govern  a  free  people  should  exist  only  with  their 
consent 

The  second,  except  where  effective  trade  unionism  exists,  is  established  by 
the  arbitrary  or  autocratic  whim,  desire  or  opinion  of  the  employer  and  is  based 
upon  the  pnndple  that  industry  and  commerce  can  not  be  successfully  conducted 
unless  the  employer  exercises  the  unquestioned  right  to  establish  such  rules, 
regulations  and  provisions  affecting  the  employes  as  self-interest  prompts. 

Both  forms  of  law  vitally  affect  the  workers'  opportunities  in  life  and  deter- 
mine their  standard  of  living.  The  rules,  regulations  and  conditions  within 
industry  in  many  instances  affect  them  more  than  legislative  enactments.  I^  is, 
therefore,  essential  that  the  workers  should  have  a  voice  in  determining  the  laws 
within  industry  and  commerce  which  affect  them,  equivalent  to  the  voice  which 
they  have  as  citizens  in  determining  the  legislative  enactments  which  shall  govern 
them. 

It  is  as  inconceivable  that  the.  workers  as  free  citizens  should  remain  under 
autocratically  made  law  within  industry  and  commerce  as  it  is  that  the  nation 
could  remain  a  demoCrap^r  while  certain  individuals  or  groups  exercise  autocratic 
powers. 

It  is,  therefore,  essential  that  the  workers  everywhere  should  insist  upon 
their  right  to  organize  into  trade  unions,  and  that  effective  legi^tion  should  be 
enacted  which  would  make  it  a  criminal  offense  for  any  employer  to  interfere  with 
or  hamper  the  exercise  of  this  right  or  to  interfere  with  the  legitimate  activities 
of  trade  unions. 

Unemployment 

Pditical  economy  of  the  old  school,  conceived  by  doctrinaires,  was  based 
upon  unsound  and  false  doctrines,  and  has  since  been  used  to  blmdfold,  deceive 
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and  defeat  the  worlcers'  demands  for  adequate  wages,  better  living  and  working 
oonditioos,  and  a  jt^  share  of  the  fruits  of  their  labor. 

We  hold  strictly  to  the  trade  union  philosophy  and  its  developed  political 
economy  based  upon  demonstrated  facts. 

Unemployment  is  due  to  underconsumption.  Underconsumption  b  caused 
by  low  or  msuffident  wages. 

Just  wages  will  prevent  industrial  stagnation  and  lessen  periodical  unem- 
ployment. 

Give  the  workers  just  wages  and  their  consuming  capacity  is  correspondins^ 
increased.  A  man's  ability  to  consume  is  controlled  by  tttt  wages  received.  Just 
wages  will  create  a  market  at  home  which  will  far  surpass  any  market  that  may 
exist  elsewhere  and  will  lessen  unemplc^ment. 

The  employment  of  idle  workmen  on  public  work  will  not  permanently 
remove  the  cause  of  unemployment.    It  is  an  expedient  at  best. 

There  is  no  basis  in  fact  for  the  daim  that  the  so-called  law  of  supply  and  de- 
mand is  natural  in  its  operations  and  impossible  of  control  or  regulation. 

The  trade  union  movement  has  maintained  standards,  wages,  hours  and  life 
in  periods  of  industrial  depression  and  idleness.  These  in  themselves  are  a  refuta- 
tion of  the  declared  immutability  of  the  law  of  supply  and  demand. 

There  is  in  fact  no  such  condition  as  an  iron  law  of  wages  based  upon  anatural 
law  of  supply  and  demand.  Conditions  in  commerce  and  industry,  methods  of 
production,  storing  of  commodities,  regulation  of  the  volume  of  production,  bank- 
mg  systems,  the  flow  and  direction  of  enterprise  influenced  by  combinations  and 
trusts  have  effectively  destroyed  the  theory  of  a  natural  law  of  supply  and  demand 
as^had  been  formulated  by  doctrinaire  economists. 

Wages 

There  are  no  means  whereby  the  workers  can  obtain  and  maintain  fair  wages 
except  through  trade  union  effort.  Therefore,  economic  organization  is  para- 
mount to  all  their  other  activities. 

Organization  of  the  workers  leads  to  better  wages,  fewer  working  hours, 
improved  working  conditions;  it  develops  independence,  manhood  and  character; 
it  fosters  tolerance  and  real  justfee  and  makes  for  a  constantly  growing  better 
economic,  social  and  political  life  for  the  burden-bearing  masses. 

In  countries  where  wages  are  best,  the  greatest  progress  has  been  made  in 
economic,  social  and  political  advancement,  hi  science,  art,  literature,  education 
^  and  in  the  wealth  of  the  people  generally.  All  low  wage-paying  countries  con- 
trasted with  America  is  proof  for  this  statement. 

The  American  standard  of  life  must  be  maintained  and  improved.  The  value 
of  wages  is  determined  by  the  purchasing  power  of  the  dollar.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  good  wages  when  the  cost  of  livmg  in  decency  and  comfort  equals  or 
exceeds  the  wages  received.  There  must  be  no  reduction  in  wages;  in  many 
instances  wages  m^ist  be  mcreased. 

The  workers  of  the  nation  demand  a  living  wage  for  all  wage-eameta,  ddlled 
or  unskilled — a  wage  which  will  enable  the  worker  and  his  family  to  live  in  health 
and  comfort,  provide  a  competence  for  illness  and  old  age,  and  afford  to  all  the 
opportunii^  of  cultivating  the  best  that  is  within  mankind. 

Hours  €f  Labor 

Reasonable  hours  of  labor  promote  the  economic  and  social  well-being  of  the 
toilmg  masses.  Their  attainment  should  be  one  of  Labor's  principal  and  essen- 
tial activities.  Hie  shorter  workday  and  a  shorter  work  week  make  for  a  con- 
stantly growing,  higher  and  better  standard  of  productivity,  health,  longevity, 
morals  and  citizenship. 

The  right  of  Labor  to  fix  ite  hours  of  work  must  not  be  abrogated,  abridged 
or  Interfered  with. 

The  dajr's  working  time  should  be  limited  to  not  more  than  eight  hours. 
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with  overtime  prohibited,  except  under  the  most  extraordinary  emergendea. 
The  week'a  working  time  should  be  limited  to  not  more  than  five  and  one-half 
days. 

Women  as  Wag^Eamers 

Women  should  receive  the  same  pay  as  men  for  equal  work  performed. 
Women  workers  must  not  be  permitted  to  perform  tasks  disproportionate  to  their 
physical  strength  or  which  tend  to  impair  their  potential  motherhood  and  prevent 
the  contizmation  of  a  nation  of  strong,  healthy,  sturdy  and  intelligent  men  and 
women. 

ChOd  Labor 

The  children  constitute  the  nation's  most  valuable  asset.  The  full  respon- 
sibility of  the  government  should  be  reco^snized  by  such  measures  as  will  protect 
the  health  of  every  child  at  birth  and  during  its  immature  jrears. 

It  must  be  one  of  the  chief  functions  of  the  nation  through  effective  legisla- 
tion to  put  an  immediate  end  to  the  exploitation  of  children  under  sixteen  years 
^age. 

State  legislatures  should  protect  children  of  immature  years  by  prohibiting 
their  employment,  for  gain,  under  sixteen  yean  of  age  and  restricting  uie  tmploy^ 
ment  of  children  of  less  than  eighteen  yean  of  age  to  not  more  than  twenty  hours 
within  any  one  week  and  with  not  less  than  twenty  hours  at  school  during  the 

itioQ  of  child  life  for  private  gain  must  not  be  permitted. 

Status  of  Public  Employes 

The  fixing  of  wages,  hours  and  conditions  of  labor  for  public  employes  by 
legislation  hampers  tibe  necessary  exercise  of  organization  and  collective  bar- 
ganung* 

Public  employes  must  not  be  denied  the  right  of  organization,  free  activities 
and  collective  bargaining  and  must  not  be  limited  in  the  exercise  of  their  rights, 
as  citizens. 

Cooperation 

To  attain  the  greatest  posdble  development  of  civilization,  it  is  essential, 
among  other  things,  that  the  people  should  never  delegate  to  others  those  activ^ 
ties  and  responsibilities  whidh  they  are  capable  of  assuming  for  themselves. 
Democracy  can  function  best  with  the  least  interierence  by  the  state  compatible 
with  duje  protection  to  the  rights  of  all  citizens. 

There  are  many  problems  arising  from  production,  transportation  and  dis- 
tribution, which  would  be  readily  solved  by  applying  the  methods  of  cooperation. 
Unnecessary  middlemen  who  exact  a  tax  from  the  community  without  rendering 
any  useful  service  can  be  eliminated. 

The  farmers,  through  cooperative  dairies,  canneries,  packing  houses,  grain 
elevators,  distributing  houses,  and  other  cooperative  enterprises,  can  secure  higher 
prices  for  their  products  and  yet  place  these  in  the  consumer's  hands  at  lower 
prices  than  would  otherwise  be  paid.  There  is  an  almost  limitiess  field  for  the 
consumers  in  which  to  establish  cooperative  buying  and  selling,  and  in  this  most 
necessary  development,  the  trade  unionists  should  take  an  immediate  and  active 
part. 

Trade  unions  secure  fair  wages.  Cooperation  protects  the  wage-earner  from 
the  profiteer. 

Participation  in  these  cooperative  agencies  must  of  necessity  prepare  the 
mass  of  the  people  to  participate  more  effectively  in  the  solution  of  the  industrial, 
commercial,  social  and  political  problems  which  continually  apse. 
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The  Peoples  Final  Voice  in  LegidaUon 

It  is  manifestly  evident  that  a  people  are  not  self-governing  unless  they  enjoy 
the  unquestioned  power  to  determine  the  form  and  substance  of  the  laws  which 
shall  govern  them.  Self-^vemment  can  not  adequately  function  if  there  exists 
within  the  nation  a  superior  power  or  authority  which  can  finally  determine  what 
legislation  enacted  by  the  people,  or  their  dtdy  elected  representatives/shall  be 
placed  upon  the  statute  booJcs  and  what  shall  be  declared  ntdl  and  void. 

An  insuperable  obstacle  of  self-government  in  the  United  States  exists  in  the 
power  which  has  been  gradually  assumed  by  the  Supreme  Coturts  of  the  Federal 
and  State  governments  to  declare  legislation  ntdl  and  void  upon  the  ground  that, 
in  the  court's  opinion,  it  is  unconstitutional. 

It  is  essential  that  the  people,  acting  directiy  or  through  Congress  or  state 
legislatures,  should  have  final  authority  in  determining  which  laws  shall  be  enacted. 
Adequate  steps  must  be  taken,  therefore,  which  will  provide  that  in  the  event  of 
a  Supreme  Court  declaring  an  act  of  Congress  cr  of  a  state  legislature  unconstitu- 
ticmal  and  the  people  acting  directiy  or  through  Congress  or  a  state  legislature 
should  reenact  the  measure,  it  shall  then  become  the  law  without  being  subject 
ta  annulment  by  any  court. 

Political  Policy 

In  the  political  efforts,  arising  from  the  workers'  necessity  to  secure  legisla- 
tion covering  those  conditions  and  provisions  of  life  not  subject  to  collective  bar- 
gaining with  employers,  organized  labor  has  followed  two  methods;  one  by  organ- 
izing political  parties,  the  other  by  the  determination  to  place  in  pubhc  office 
representatives  from  their  ranks;  to  elect  those  who  favor  and  champion  the 
legislation  desired  and  to  defeat  those  whose  policy  is  opposed  to  Labor's  legisla- 
tive demands,  regardless  of  partisan  politics. 

The  disastrous  experience  of  organized  labor  in  America  with  political  parties 
of  its  own,  amply  justified  the  A.  F.  of  L.'s  non-partisan  political  policy.  The 
results  secured  by  labor  parties  in  other  countries  never  have  been  sudi  as  to 
warrant  any  deviation  from  this  position.  The  rules  and  regulations  of  trade 
unionism  should  not  be  extended  so  that  the  action  of  a  majority  could  force  a 
minority  to  vote  for  or  give  financial  support  to  any  political  candidate  or  party 
to  whom  they  are  opposed.  Trade  union  activities  can  not  receive  the  undivided 
attention  of  membm  and  officers  if  the  exigencies,  burdens  and  responsibilities  of 
a  political  party  are  bound  up  with  their  economic  and  industrial  organizations. 

The  experiences  and  results  attained  through  the  non-partisan  political  policy 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  cover  a  generation.  They  indicate  that  through  its  application 
the  workers  of  America  have  secured  a  mudi  larger  measure  of  fundamental  legis- 
lation, establishing  their  rights,  safeguarding  their  interest?,  protecting  their  wel- 
fare and  opening  the  doors  of  opportunity  than  have  been  secured  by  the  workers 
of  any  other  country. 

The  vital  legislation  now  required  can  be  more  readily  secured  through  educa- 
tion of  the  public  mind  and  the  appeal  to  its  conscience,  supplemented  by  energetic 
independent  political  activity  on  the  part  of  trade  imionists,  than  by  any  other 
method.  This  is  and  will  continue  to  be  the  political  policy  of  the  A.  P.  of  L. 
if  the  lessons  which  Labor  has  learned  in  the  bitter  but  practical  school  of  experi- 
ence are  to  be  respected  and  applied. 

It  is,  therefore,  most  essential  that  the  officers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  the  officers 
of  the  affiliated  organizations,  state  federations  and  central  labor  bodies  and  the 
entire  membership  of  the  trade  tmion  movement  should  give  the  most  vigorous 
application  possible  to  the  political  policy  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  so  that  Labor's  fiiends 
and  opponents  may  be  more  widcdy  known,  and  the  legudation  most  required 
readily  secured,  lliis  phase  of  our  movement  is  still  in  its  infancy.  It  should  be 
continued  and  developed  to  its  logical  conclusion. 
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Government  Ownership 

Public  and  sen^-public  utilities  should  be  owned,  operated  or  regulated  by  the 
government  in  the  interest  of  the  public. 

Whatever  final  disposition  shall  be  made  of  the  railways  oLihe  country  in 
ownership,  management  or  regulation,  we  insist  upon  the  right  of  the  workera  to 
organize  for  their  common  and  mutual  protection  and  the  full  exercise  of  the 
normal  activities  which  come  with  organization.  Any  attempt  at  the  denial  by 
governmental  authority  of  the  rights  of  the  workers  to  organize,  to  petition,  to 
leprosentation  and  to  collective  bargaining,  or  the  denial  of  the  exercise  of  their 
pditical  rights  is  repugnant  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  free  citizenship  in  a 
republic  and  is  destructive  of  their  best  interest  and  welfare. 

The  government  should  own  and  operate  all  wharves  and  docks  connected 
with  public  harbors  which  are  used  for  commerce  or  transportation. 

The  American  Merchant  Marine  should  be  encouraged  and  developed  under 
governmental  control  and  so  manned  as  to  insure  successful  operation  and  protect 
in  full  the  beneficent  laws  now  on  the  statute  books  for  the  rights  and  welfare  of 
seamen.  The  seamen  must  be  accorded  the  same  rights  and  privileges  rightfully 
exercised  by  the  workers  in  all  other  emplosonents,  public  and  private. 

Waterways  and  Water  Power 

The  lack  of  a  practical  development  of  our  waterways  and  the  inadequate 
extension  of  canals  have  seriously  handicapped  water  traffic  and  created  unneces- 
sarily high  cost  of  transportation.  In  many  instances  it  has  established  artificial 
restrictions  which  have  worked  to  the  serious  injury  of  communities,  owing  to  the 
schemes  of  those  controlling  a  monopoly  of  land  transportation.  Our  navigable 
rivers  and  our  great  inland  lakes  should  be  coxmected  with  the  sea  by  an  adequate 
system  of  canals,  so  that  inland  production  can  be  more  effectively  fostered,  the 
costs  of  transportation  reduced,  the  private  monopoly  of  transportation  overcome 
and  imports  and  exports  shipped  at  lower  costs. 

The  nation  is  possessed  of  enormous  water  power.  Legislation  should  be 
enacted  providing  that  the  governments,  federal  and  state,  should  own,  develop 
and  operate  all  water  power  over  which  they  have  jurisdiction.  The  power  thus 
generated  ^ould  be  supplied  to  all  citizens  at  rates  based  upon  cost.  The  water 
power  of  the  nation,  created  by  nature,  must  not  be  permitted  to  pass  into  private 
hands  for  private  exploitation. 

Regulation  of  Land  Ownership 

Agriculture  and  stock-raising  are  essential  to  national  safety  and  well-being. 
The  history  of  all  countries,  at  all  times,  indicates  that  the  conditions  which  create 
a  tenant  class  of  agriculturists  work  increasing  injury  to  the  tillers  of  the  soil. 
While  increasing  the  price  of  the  product  to  the  consumer  these  conditions  at  the 
same  time  develop  a  class  of  large  land  owners  who  contribute  little,  if  anything, 
to  the  welfare'  of  the  community  but  who  exact  a  continually  increasing  share  of 
the  wealth  produced  by  the  tenant.  The  private  ownership  of  large  tracts  of 
usable  land  is  not  conducive  to  the  best  interests  of  a  democratic  people. 

Legislation  should  be  enacted  placing  a  graduated  tax  upon  all  usable  lands 
above  tiie  acreage  which  is  cultivated  by  the  owner.  This  should  include  pro- 
visions through  which  the  tenant  farmer,  or  others,  may  purchase  land  upon  the 
lowest  rate  of  interest  and  most  favorable  terms  consistent  with  safety,  and  so 
safeguarded  by  governmental  supervision  and  regulation  as  to  give  the  fullest 
and  freest  opportunity  for  the  development  of  land-owning  agriculturists. 

Special  assistance  should  be  given  in  the  direction  of  allotments  of  lands  and 
the  establishment  of  homes  on  the  public  domain. 

Establishment  of  government  experimental  farms,  measures  for  stock  raising 
instruction,  the  irrigation  of  arid  lands  and  reclamation  of  swamp  and  cut-over 
lands  should  be  undertaken  upon  a  larger  scale  under  direction  of  the  federal 
government. 
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Municipalities  and  states  should  be  empowered  to  acquire  lands  for  cultiva- 
tion or  the  erection  of  residential  buildings  which  they  may  use  or  dispose  of  under 
equitable  terms. 

Federal  and  State  RegukUian  of  Corporations 

The  creation  by  legislative  enactment  of  corporations,  without  sujffident 
definition  of  the  powers  and  scope  of  activities  conferred  upon  them  and  without 
provisions  for  their  adequate  supervision,  regulation  and  control  by  the  creative 
body,  has  lead  to  the  development  of  far-reaching  abuses  which  have  seriously 
affected  commerce,  industry  and  the  masses  of  the  people  through  their  influence 
upon  social,  industrial,  commercial  and  political  development.  Legislation  is 
required  which  will  so  lunit,  define  and  regulate  the  powers,  privileges  and  activi- 
ties of  corporations  that  their  methods  can  not  become  detrimental  to  the  welfare 
of  the  people.  It  is,  therefore,  esspntial  that  legislation  shotdd  provide  for  the 
federal  licei^sing  of  all  corporations  organized  for  profit.  Furthermore,  federal 
supervision  and  control  should  indude  the  increasing  of  capital  stock  and  the 
incurring  of  bonded  indebtedness  with  the  provision  that  th6  books  of  all  corpora- 
tions shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  federal  examiners. 

Freedom  of  Expression  and  Association 

The  very  life  and  perpetuity  of  free  and  democratic  institutions  are  dependent 
upon  freedom  of  speedi.  of  the  press  and  of  assemblage  and  association.  We  insist 
that  all  restrictions  of  freedom  of  speech,  press,  public  assembly,  association  and 
travd  be  completdy  removed,  individuals  and  groups  being  responsible  for  their 
utterances.  These  fundamental  rights  must  be  set  out  'with  dearness  and  must 
not  be  denied  or  abridged  in  any  manner. 

Worhnen*s  Compensation 

Workmen's  compensation  laws  should  be  amended  to  provide  more  ade- 
quately for  those  incapadtated  by  industrial  acddents  or  occupational  diseases. 
To  assure  that  the  insurance  fund  derived  from  commerce  and  industry  will  be 
piud  in  full  to  injured  workers,  state  insurance  must  supplant,  and  prohibit  the 
existence  of,  employers'  liability  insurance  operated  for  profit. 

Immigration 

Americanization  of  those  coming  from  foreign  lands,  as  well  as  our  standards 
of  education  and  living,  are  vitally  affected  by  the  volume  and  character  of  the 
immigration. 

It  is  essential  that  additional  legislation  regulating  immigration  should  be 
enacted  based  upon  two  fundamental  propositions,  namdy,  that  the  flow  ci  immi- 
gration must  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  nation's  ability  to  assimilate  and  Amer^ 
icanize  the  foreigners  coming  to  our  shores,  and  that  at  no  time  shall  immigration 
be  permitted  when  there  exists  an  abnormal  degree  of  unemplosrment. 

By  reason  of  existmg  conditions  we  urge  that  immigration  into  the  United 
States  should  be  prohibited  for  a  period  of  at  least  two  years  after  peace  has  been 
declared. 

Taxation 

'  One  of  the  nation's  most  valuable  assets  is  the  initiative,  energetic,  con- 
structive and  inventive  genius  of  its  people.  These  <|ualities  when  properly 
applied  should  be  fostered  and  protected  instead  of  being  hampered  by  legis- 
lation, for  they  constitute  an  invaluable  element  of  progress  and  material  devdop- 
ment.  Taxation  should,  therefore,  rest  as  lightiy  as  possible  upon  constructive 
enterprise.  Taxation  should  provide  for  full  contribution  from  wealth  by  a 
tax  upon  profits  which  will  not  discourage  industrial  or  commercial  enterprise. 
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There  should  be  provided  a  progressiTe  increase  in  taxes  upon  incomes,  inheri- 
tances, and  upon  land  values  of  such  a  nature  as  to  render  it  unprofitable  to 
hold  land  without  putting  it  to  use,  to  afford  a  transition  to  greater  economic 
equality  and  to  supply  means  of  liquidating  the  national  indebtediKss  growing 
out  of  the  war. 

Education 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  influence  of  education  upon  the  world's 
civilization.  Education  must  not  stifle  thought  and  inquiry,  but  must  awaken 
the  mind  concerning  the  application  of  natural  laws  and  to  a  conception  of  inde- 
pendence and  progress. 

Education  must  not  be  for  a  few  but  for  all  our  i)eople.  While  there  is  an 
advanced  form  of  public  education  in  many  states,  there  still  remains  a  lack  of 
adequate  educational  facilities  in  several  states  and  communities.  The  welfare 
of  the  republic  demands  that  public  education  should  be  elevated  to  the  highest 
degree  possible.  The  government  should  exercise  advisory  supervision  over 
public  education  and  where  necessary  maintain  adequate  public  education  through 
subsidies  without  giving  to  the  government  power  to  hamper  or  interfere  with 
the  free  development  of  public  education  by  the  several  states.  It  is  essential 
that  our  system  of  public  education  should  offer  the  wage-earners'  children  the 
opportunity  for  fht  fullest  possible  development.  To  attain  this  end  state 
colleges  and  universities  should  be  developed. 

It  is  also  important  that  the  industrial  education  which  is  being  fostered 
and  developed  should  have  for  its  purpose  not  so  much  training  for  efSdency  in 
industry  as  training  for  life  in  an  industrial  society.  A  full  understanding  must 
be  had  of  those  principles  and  activities  that  are  the  foundation  of  all  productive 
efforts.  Childrcii  should  not  only  become  familiar  with  tools  and  materials, 
but  they  should  also  receive  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  htmian 
control,  of  force  and  matter  underl3ring  our  industrial  relations  and  sciences. 
The  danger  that  certain  commercial  and  industrial  interests  may  dominate  the 
character  of  education  must  be  averted  by  insisting  that  the  workers  shall  have 
equal  representation  on  all  boards  of  education  or  conmiittees  having  control 
over  vocational  studies  and  training. 

To  elevate  and  advance  the  interests  of  the  teaching  profession  and  to 
promote  popular  and  democratic  education,  the  right  of  the  teachers  to  organize 
and  to  affiliate  with  the  movement  of  the  organized  workers  must  be  recognized. 

Private  Employment  Agencies 

Essentials  in  industry  and  commerce  are  emplojre  and  employer,  labor  and 
capitaL  No  one  questions  the  right  of  organized  capital  to  supply  capital  to 
emplo3rers.  No  one  should  question  the  right  of  organized  labor  to  furnish 
workers.    Private  employment  agencies  abridge  this  right  of  organized  labor. 

Where  federal,  state  and  municipal  employment  agencies  are  maintained 
they  should  operate  under  the  supervision  of  joint  committees  of  trade  unionists 
and  employers,  equally  represented. 

Private  employment  agencies  operated  for  profit  should  not  be  permitted 
to  exist 

Housing 

Child  life,  the  workers'  physical  condition  and  public  health  demand  that 
the  wage-earner  and  his  family  shall  be  given  a  full  opportunity  to  live  under 
wholesome  conditions.  It  is  not  only  necessary  that  there  shall  be  sanitary 
and  appropriate  houses  to  live  in  but  that  a  sufficient  number  of  dwellings  diall 
be  available  to  free  the  people  from  high  rents  and  overcrowding. 

The  ownership  of  homes,  free  from  the  grasp  of  exploitative  and  speculative 
interests,  will  make  for  more  efficient  workers,  more  contented  fainilies,  and 
better  citizens.  The  government  should,  therefore,  inaugurate  a  plan  to  build 
model  homes  and  establish  a  system  of  credits  whereby  the  workers  may  borrow 
money  at  a  low  rate  of  interest  and  under  favorable  terms  to  build  their  own  homes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7»  ^  BBPOBT  OF  PBOOBBDINaS 

Credit  should  also  be  extended  to  voluntary  non-profit  making  housing  and 
joint  tenancy  associations.  States  and  mumcipalities  should  be  freed  from  the 
restrictions  preventing  their  undertaking  proper  housing  projects  and  should  be 
permitted  to  engage  in  other  necessary  enterprises  relating  thereto.  The  erec- 
tion and  maintenance  of  dwellings  where  migratory  workers  may  find  lodging 
and  nourishing  food  during  periods  of  unemplo3rment  should  be  encouraged  and 
supported  by  municipalities. 

If  need  should  arise  to  expend  public  funds  to  relieve  unemplo3rment  the 
building  of  wholesome  houses  would  best  serve  the  public  interests. 

Militarism 

The  trade  union  movement  is  unalterably  and  emphatically  opposed  to 
"militarism"  ot  a  large  standing  army.  "Militarism/'  is  a  system  fostered  and 
developed  by  tsrrants  in  the  hope  of  supporting  their  arbitraiy  authority.  It  is 
utilized  by  those  whose  selfish  ambitions  for  power  and  wordly  glory  lead  them 
to  invade  and  subdue  other  peoples  and  nations,  to  destroy  their  liberties,  to 
acquire  their  wealth  and  to  fasten  the  yoke  of  bondage  upon  them.  The  trade 
union  movement  is  convinced  by  the  experience  of  manlond  that  "militarism" 
brutaUzes  tiiose  influenced  by  the  spirit  of  the  institution.  The  finer  elements 
of  htimanity  are  strangled.  Under  "militarism"  a  deceptive  patriotism  is  estab- 
Ibhed  in  the  peoples'  minds,  where  men  believe  that  tiiere  is  nobility  of  spirit 
and  heroism  in  dying  for  the  glory  of  a  dynasty  or  the  maintenance  of  institu- 
tions which  are  inimical  to  human  progress  and  democracy.  "Militarism" 
is  the  application  of  arbitrary  and  irresponsible  forces  as  opposed  to  reason  and 
justice.  Resistance  to  injustice  and  tyraimy  is  that  virile  quality  which  has 
given  purpose  and  effect  to  ennobling  causes  in  all  countries  and  at  all  times. 
The  free  institutions  of  our  country  and  the  liberties  won  by  its  founders  would 
have  been  impossible  had  they  been  unwilling  to  take  arms  and  if  necessary  die 
in  the  defense  of  their  liberties.  Only  a  people  willing  to  maintain  their  rights 
and  defend  tiieir  liberties  are  guaranteed  free  institutions. 

Conditions  foreign  to  the  institutions  of  our  country  have  prevented  the 
entire  abolition  of  organized  bodies  of  men  trained  to  carry  arms.  A  voluntary 
citizen  soldiery  supplies  what  would  otherwise  take  its  place,  a  large  standing 
army.  To  the  latter  we  are  unalterably  opposed  as  tending  to  establish  the 
evils  of  "militarism."  Large  standing  armies  threaten  the  existence  of  civil 
liberty.  The  history  of  every  nation  demonstrates  that  as  standing  armies 
are  enlarged  the  rule  of  democracy  is  lessened  or  extinguished.  Our  experience 
has  been  that  even  this  citizen  soldiery,  the  militia  of  our  states,  has  given  cause 
at  times  for  grave  apprehension.  Their  ranks  have  not  always  been  free  from 
undesirable  elements,  particularly  the  tools  of  corporations  involved  in  industrial 
disputes.  During  industrial  disputes  the  militia  has  at  times  been  called  upon  to 
support  the  authority  of  those  who  through  selfish  interests  desired  to  enforce 
martial  law  while  the  courts  were  open  and  the  civil  authorities  competent  to 
maintain  supremacy  of  civil  law.  We  insist  that  the  militia  of  our  several  states 
should  be  wholly  organized  and  controlled  by  democratic  principles  so  that  this 
voluntary  force  of  soldiery  may  never  be  diverted  from  its  true  purpose  and  used 
to  jeopardize  or  infringe  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  our  people.  The  right 
to  bear  arms  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  our  government,  a  principle  accepted 
at  all  times  by  free  people  as  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  their  liberties  and 
institutions.    We  deinand  that  this  right  shall  remain  inviolate. 

Soldiers  and  Sailors 

Soldiers  and  sailors,  those  who  entered  the  service  in  the  nation's  defense, 
are  entitled  to  the  generous  reward  of  a  grateful  Republic 

The  necessities  of  war  called  upon  millions  of  workmen  to  leave  their  positions 
in  industry  and  commerce  to  defend,  upon  the  battle  fields,  the  nation's  safety 
and  its  free  institutions.  These  defenders  aite  now  returning.  It  is  advisable 
that  they  should  be  discharged  from  military  service  at  the  earliest  possible 
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mement;  that  as  civilians  they  may  return  to  their  respective  homes  and  families 
and  taJce  up  their  peace-time  pursuits.  The  nation  stands  morally  obligated 
to  assist  them  in  secui^ig  employment. 

Industry  has  undergone  great  changes  due  to  the  dislocation  caused  by  war 
production  and  transportation.  Further  readjustments  in  industry  and  com- 
merce must  foUow  the  rehabilitation  of  business  under  peaceful  conditions. 
Many  positions  which  our  citizen  soldiers  and  sailors  fiUed  previous  to  enlist- 
ment do  not  exist  today. 

It  would  be  manifestly  unjust  for  the  government  after  having  removed 
the  worker  from  his  position  in  industry  and  placed  him  in  militaiy  service  to 
discharge  him  from  the  army  or  navy  without  having  made  adequate  provision 
to  assit  him  in  procuring  employment  and  providing  sustenance  until  employ- 
ment has  been  secured.  The  returned  citizen  soldier  or  sailor  should  not  be  forced 
by  the  bitter  urgent  necessity  of  securing  food  and  clothing  to  place  himself  at 
a  disadvantage  when  seeking  employment 

Upon  their  discharge,  transt>ortation  and  meals  should  be  supplied  to  their 
places  of  residence.  The  monthly  salary  previously  paid  should  be  continued 
for  a  period  not  to  exceed  twelve  months  if  employment  is  not  secured  within 
that  period. 

The  federal  and  state^employment  bureaus  should  be  directed  to  cooperate 
with  trade  union  agencies  in  securing  employment  for  discharged  soldiers  and 
sailors.  In  assisting  the  discharged  soldier  and  sailor  to  secure  emplc^yment, 
government  agencies  should  not  expect  them  to  accept  employment  for  less 
than  the  prevailmg  rate  of  wages  being  paid  in  the  industry.'  Neither  should 
any  government  agency  request  or  require  such  discharged  men  to  accept  employ- 
ment where  a  trade  dispute  exists  or  is  threatened:  Nor  should  the  refusal  on 
the  part  of  any  of  these  discharged  soldiers  or  sailors  to  accept  employment  where 
trade  dilutes  exist  or  are  threatened  or  when  less  than  the  prevailing  wage 
rate  is  offered,  deprivelthem  of  a  continuance  of  their  monthly  pay. 

Legislation  also  should  be  enacted  which  will  give  the  nation's  defenders 
the  opportunity  for  ea^  and  ready  access  to  the  land.  Favorable  inducements 
should  be  provided  for  them  to  enter  agriculture  and  husbandry.  The  govern- 
ment •should  assume  the  responsibility  for  the  allotment  of  such  lands,  and  supply 
the  necessary  capital  for  its  development  and  cultivation,  with  such  safeguards 
as  will  protect  both  the  govenmient  and  the  discharged  soldier  and  sailor. 

Condusian 

No  element  in  our  nation  is  more  vitally  concerned  with  the  problems  of 
making  for  a  permanent  peace  between  all  nations  than  the  working  people. 
The  opportunities  now  before  us  are  without  precedent.  It  is  of  paramount  impor- 
tance &at  Labor  shall  be  free  and  tmhampered  in  shaping  die  principles  and 
agencies  affecting  the  wage-earners'  condition  of  life  and  work. 

By  the  light  that  ha^  been  given  to  it  the  A.  P.  of  L.  has  attracted  to  its 
foldfover  three  millions  of  wage-earners  and  its  sphere  of  influence  and  help- 
fulness is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds.  By  havmg  followed  safe  and  sound 
fundamental  principles  and  policies,  founded  on  freedom,  justice  and  democracy, 
the  American  trade  union  movement  has  achieved  successes  of  an  inestimable 
value  to  the  masses  of  toilers  of  our  country.  By  adhering  to  these  principles 
and  policies  we  can  meet  all  problems  of  readjustmentt  however,  grave  m  impor- 
ance  and  difficult  of  solution,  with  a  feeling  of  assurance  that  our  efforts  will 
be  rewarded  by  a  still  greater  success  than  that  achieved  in  the  past. 

Given  the  whole-hearted  support  of  all  men  and  women  of  labor  our  organized 
labor  movement  with  its  constructive  program,  its  love  for  freedom,  justice  and 
donocracy  will  prove  the  most  potent  factor  In  protecting,  safeguarding  and 
promoting  the  general  welfare  of  the  great  mass  of  our  people  during  this  trying 
period  of  reconstruction  and  all  times  thereafter. 

The  A.  P.  of  L.  has  attained  its  present  position  of  dignity  and  splendid 
influence  because  of  its  adherence  to  one  common  cause  and  purpose;  that  ptu-- 
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pose  is  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  masses  of  the  workers  and  to 
secure  for  them  a  better  and  a  brighter  day.  Let  us  therefore  strive  on  and  on 
to  bring  into  our  organizations  the  yet  unorganized.  Let  us  concentrate  our 
efforts  to  organize  all  the  forces  of  wage-earners.  Let  the  nation  hear  the  uiuted 
demand  from  the  laboring  voice.  Now  is  the  time  for  the  workers  of  America 
to  come  to  the  stand  of  their  unions  and  to  organize  as  thoroughly^uid  completely 
and  compactly  as  is  ponible.  Let  each  wotker  bear  in  mind  the  words  of  Long- 
feUow: 

"In  the  world's  broad  field  of  battle, 

In  the  bivouac  of  Life, 
Be  not  like  dumb,  driven  cattlel 

Be  a  hero  in  the  strifel" 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOR  RELATIONS 

( 

When  the  armistice  was  signed  on  November  1 1th,  1918,  American  labor  was  engaged 
in  a  constant^  increasing  effort  to  produce  supplies  and  munitions  of  war.  Until  just  a 
few  days  before  that  event,  the  workers  of  America  had  expected  that  their  utmost  efforts 
in  war  production  would  be  necessary  for  a  considerable  period  to  come  in  order  to  insure 
victory  for  the  democratic  cause.  The  ardor  of  spirit  and  unity  of  purpose  of  the  American 
working  people  were  unequalled  anirwhere  in  the  whole  world  theatre  of  war.  The  armistice 
and  the  consequent  cessation  of  hostilities  found  every  activity  in  a  state  of  impatient  spted 
toward  victory. 

Military  documents  and  records  and  the  official  statements  of  national  chiefs  who 
were  in  most  intimate  touch  with  affairs  on  the  western  front  at  the  hour  of  the  German 
collapse  certify  that  the  very  magnitude  and  ardor  of  the  work  being  done  at  home  was 
one  of  the  principal  factors  in  bringing  about  the  precipitous  rout  of  autocracy  through 
the  crumblmg  ol  the  armies.  The  American  labor  movement  may  feel  a  spirit  of  pride 
in  having  made  so  magnificent  a  contribution  to  the  triumph  of  the  cause  oi  the  world's 
democratic  peoples. 

The  signing  of  the  armistice  and  the  beginning  of  peace  negotiations  reversed  the  whole 
impulse  of  the  nation  and  turned  the  common  thought  of  the  people  toward  the  tremen- 
dous task  of  placing  the  nation's  life  once  more  on  a  peace  basis.  Among  the  workers  of 
America  there  had  been  the  conviction  formed  in  the  begiiming  of  hostilities — a  convic- 
tion justified  by  the  whole  thought  and  purpose  contained  in  tibe  nation's  declaration  of 
war — tiiat  the  return  to  a  peace  basis  should  not  involve  merely  a  readjustment  and  a  return 
to  conditions  that  were  normal  prior  to  the  war  but  should  involve  true  reconstruction 
in  such  a  maimer  as  to  make  permanent  the  democratic  advances  made  during  the  period  of 
the  war,  and  because  of  the  war,  and  to  insure  natural  achievement  of  continued  progress. 

We  feel  that  this  thought  concerning  the  reconstruction  of  our  life  along  fundamental 
lines  is  ezcellentiy  expressed  in  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Reconstruction 
which  has  been  approved  by  us  and  is  submitted  as  a  part  of  this  report.  It  is  our  con- 
viction that  if  reconstruction  is  to  bring  to  the  working  people  the  opportunities  for 
broader  and  freer  lives  to  which  tiiey  rightiy  and  justly  aspire,  the  developments  and  events 
leading  in  that  direction  must  be  along  the  lines  laid  down  in  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Reconstruction.  The  committee  makes  no  excursion  into  the  perhaps  attractive 
field  of  abstract  and  doctrinaire  theorizing,  but  confines  itself  strictiy  to  a  study  of  those 
things  which  are  at  once  possible  and  practicable,  recommending  to  the  nation  a  course 
that  not  only  can  be  pursued  but  that  in  logic  and  justice  must  be  pursued. 

Labor  Missions  Sent  Abroad 

Until  the^moment  of  signing  the  armistice  the  activities  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  had  been  constantiy  expanding  and  increasing  in  breadth  and  intensity.  Not 
only  was  every  possible  effort  being  expended  at  home  but  contact  with  the  working  people 
of  other  nations  was  steadily  developing  out  of  the  necessities  of  war.  In  the  whole  field  of 
allied  hostilities  there  was  a  tendency  toward  bringing  into  closer  contact  the  various  peoples 
engaged  in  the  war  against  the  Central  Powers,  in  order  that  at  each  step  there  might  be 
complete  understanding  and  sympathy.     . 
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Prior  to  the  conventioii  of  June,  1918,  our  Federation  had  sent  one  mission  abroad  to 
confer  and  advise  with  the  labor  movements  of  our  allied  countries.  It  also  had  sent  a 
mission  to  confer  with  the  labor  movement  of  Mexico.  Both  of  these  missions  had  completed 
their  tadu  at  the  time  the  19 18  convention  was  held.  The  mission  that  had  just  returned 
from  Europe  recommended  and  eamratly  urged  that  President  Gompers  undertake  a 
mission  to  the  labor  movements  of  Europe  and  that  everything  possible  be  done  to  bring 
about  a  closer  contact  and  a  better  understanding. 

At  the  St.  Paul  Convention  the  Labor  Mission  just  returned  from  Europe  reported 
as  follows: 

"In  addition  to  the  great  respect  and  admiration  manifested  on  every  hand 
for  President  Gompers,  both  from  the  representatives  of  the  masses  of  labor 
with  whom  we  came  in  contact,  as  well  as  the  representatives  of  the  governments 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  we  have  been  importuned  to  urge  upon  him  a  visit 
to  those  countries  at  the  earliest  possible  time.  We  therefore  recommend  to 
the  Executive  Council  and  we  trust  and  hope  through  the  Executive  Coui^  to 
the  convention,  that  President  Gompers  be  authorized  and  requested  to  under- 
take such  a  mission  at  an  early  date  and  before  the  dose  of  this  year." 

The  convention  approved  the  report  of  the  committee  to  i^iicfa  this  section  of  the  report 
was  referred,  as  follows: 

"Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  compliance  on  the  partjof  Presi- 
dent Gompers  with  this  suggestion  and  request  on  the  part  of  the  govemmentt 
the  people  and  the  labor  movements  of  Great  Britain  and  France  would  be  of 
inestimable  value,  not  only  to  the  peoples  of  these  two  countries  but  to  our  own 
as  weU.  We  therefore  recommend  that  President  Gompers  be  instructed  and 
is  hereby'  authorized  and  requested  to  proceed  to  Europe  at  the  earliort  time 
consistent  with  the  duties  and  obligations  here,  and  his  own  judgment  and  con- 
venience" 

In  addition  to  this,  Resolution  No.  130  contained  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  Samuel  Gompers,  President  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  go  to  Italy  at  his  earliest  convenience, 
there  to  maintain  the  principles  of  our  Federation,"  etc. 

The  committee  reported  and  the  convention  concurred  in  the  following: 

"Your  committee  concurs  in  this  resolution  and  recommends  its  adoption 
"vrith  the  suggestion  that  President  Gompers'  visit  to  Italy  be  arranged  so  as  to 
conform  to  the  time  he  visits  Great  Britain  and  France." 

It  was  highly  advisable  at  that  time,  when  .the  German  armies  were  pressing  most  vig- 
orously upon  the  allied  lines  and  when  great  numbers  were  feeling  keenly  sheer  exhaustion 
after  four  years  of  terrific  struggle,  that  the  invigorating  message  of  hope  and  cheer  from 
American  labor  to  the  workers  of  Europe  be  brou^t  to  them  as  effectually  and  as  frequently 
as  possible  in  order  that  they  might  feel  the  full  support  and  the  great  effort  which  America 
was  then  so  rapidly  developing.  Accordingly,  the  E.  C.  at  its  meeting  July  23-28,  after 
delibersrting  on  the  recommendations  of  the  labor  mission  to  and  approved  by  the  Jtme 
-  convention,  decided  that  President  Gompers  should  visit  as  many  of  the  allied  countries 
as  possible  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  "take  with  him  such  assistants  as  he  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  his  woric."  Arrangements  were  made  whereby  Vice-President  Alpine 
acted  as  President  during  the  period  of  President  Gompers'  absence. 

A  mission  was  selected  to  go  to  Italy,  which  had  the  approval  of  the  E.  C.  Two 
missbns  departed  for  Europe,  one  with  the  special  object  of  visiting  Italy  and  conferring 
at  length  with  the  workixig  people  of  that  country.  The  other  mission  in  addition  to  an 
extended  tour  for  the  purpose  oif  conferring  with  the  workers  of  various  countries  in  their 
home  lands,  attended  an  mter-allied  labor  conference  in  London,  September,  1918,  where 
tt  was  able  to  render  most  valuable  service  to  the  cause  of  Labor  and  of  the  allies. 
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Mission  to  Great  Britain^  France  and  Italy 

The  mission  to  Great  Britain,  Prance,  Italy  and  other  allied  countries  which  departed 
August  15th,  1918,  was  composed  of: 

Samuel  Gompers. 
,  Edgar  Wallace,  former  editor  United  Mine  Workers'  Journal. 

William  J.  Bowen,  President  Bricklayers,  Masons  and  Plasterers'  Interna- 
tional Union  of  America. 

John  P.  Frey,  editor  Journal  International  Molders'  Union  of  North  America. 
Charles  L.  Baine,  Secretary-Treasurer  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Union. 
Guy  H.  Oyster,  Secretary  of  the  Mission. 

Mission  to  Italy 
The  mission  to  Italy,  which  departed  August  16,  1918,  was  composed  of: 

James  Wilson,  President  Pattern  Makers'  League  of  North  America. 

John  Golden,  President  United  Textile  Workers  of  America. 

Prank  J.  McNtdty,  President  International  Brotherhood  Electrical  Workers 
of  America. 

Michael  P.  Green,  President  United  Hatters  of  North  America. 

Peter  Josephine,  Executive  Board  ^Member  Granite  Cutters'  International 
Association  of  America. 

In  addition  to  attendance  at  the  inter-allied  conference  in  London  and  the  visit  to 
other  countries,  President  Gompers  and  President  Bowen  bore  credentials  as  fraternal 
delegates  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  held 
at  Derby.  The  full  reports  of  these  missions  will  be  made  to  this  convention,  but  atten-^ 
tion  is  called  to  them  here  to  make  more  apparent  the  vastly  increased  activities  which 
were  made  necessary  by  the  war.  This  increase  of  activity  did  not  end  with  the  signing^ 
of  the  armistice  since  the  most  important  task  of  American  labor  remained  to  be  performed 
after  that  day  in  connection  with  the  Peace  Congress. 

From  the  beginning  of  world  hostilities  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  declared 
that  coincident  with  the  signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  there  should  be  held  in  the  same 
city,  if  possible,  a  representative  congress  of  organized  workers. 

The  San  Francisco  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  adopting  a 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  International  Labor  Relations  instructed  the 
E.  C.  to  call  a  conference  of  representatives  of  labor  coincident  with  the  peace  conference 
land  in  the  same  city,  also  authorizing  the  E.  C.  to  send  two  delegates,  one  of  whom  should 
be  the  President  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  Baltimore  Convention  in 
1916  reaffirmed  this  action. 

The  action  was  again  reaffirmed  by  the  Bu£fa]o  Convention  in  1917,  with  the  additioa 
that  at  least  five  delegates,  one  of  ^om  should  be  the  President  of  the  American  FederaF^ 
tion  of  Labor,  be  selected  to  participate. 

When  the  armistice  was  signed  it  brought  the  necessity  of  immediate  consideration 
of  this  questbn. 

On  the  day  of  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  the  E.  C.  was  in  session  in  Laredo,  Texaa^ 
where  it  had  assembled  in  order  to  participate  in  the  Pan-American  Labor  Congress^ 
Following  adjournment  of  the  Pan-American  Labor  Congress  in  November,  1918,  the  E.  C. 
adjourned  to  San  Antonio  for  its  business  session  and  there  took  up  the  question  of  an 
international  conference  of  representatives  of  labor.  In  order  to  carry  out  the  instruc-^ 
tions  of  the  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  call  an  international  congress  of  representatives, 
of  the  labor  movements  of  all  nations  at  the  same  time  and  place  as  the  Peace  Conference, 
the  E.  C.  ordered  that  a  call  be  drafted  in  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  conven-^ 
tion,  and  also  in  compliance  with  the  same  instructions  that  a  delegation  of  five,  including 
Present  Gompers,  be  selected  to  represent  the  A.  F.  of  L.  The  E.  C.  then  elected  Vice- 
Preadents  Duncan,  Al  iae,  Duffy  and  Green  to  serve  with  Present  Gompers. 

The  mission  deals  in  its  own  report  with  the  developments  in  Europe  concerning  ^e: 
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IntematiQiial  Labor  Conference,  but  two  cablegrams  in  that  connection  are  set  forth  here. 
The  foUowmg  cablegram  was  considered  by  the  E.  C.  in  San  Antonio: 

Amsterdam. 
Amsrican  Fbdsration  ov  Labor, 
Washington,  D.C. 
Request  appointment  delegates  to  international  conference  of  tn^le  union  centres 
to  be  held  at  same  place  and  time  as  peace  deliberations  agenda  new  rules  and 
regulations  transfer  bureau  international  secretariat  peace  demands  (Leeds  and 
Berne  programs)  election  committee  trade  union  representation  for  i>eace  delib- 
erations.   Further  particulars  following.  ( 

OXTDSGSBST. 
7  A.  M.  October  29th,  1918. 
In  response  to  this  the  following  cablegram  was  dispatched: 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  20th,  1918. 

OXTDBGSSST, 

Amsterdam,  Holland, 

In  compliance  with  instructions  of  several  conventions  American  Federation 
of  Labor  Executive  Council  will  issue  invitations  for  international  labor  conference 
to  consider  and  help  in  peace  discussions  and  to  establish  new  international  trade 
union  federation,     we  can  not  be  committed  to  either  Berne  or  Leeds  program. 

GOMPSRS. 

Upon  arrival  of  the  mission  in  Europe,  President  Gompers  was  selected  as  the  American 
representative  of  Labor  on  the  Commission  on  International  Labor  Legislation  created 
by  the  Peace  Conference.  Edward  N.  Hurley  was  selected  as  the  representative  of 
American  employers.  Due  to  Mr.  Hurley's  inability  to  remain  in  Paris  during  the  ses- 
sions of  the  commission  Mr.  Harry  M.  Robinson  filled  Mr.  Hurley's  place  as  his  alternate. 
'  Upon  organization  of  the  commission,  President  Gompers  was  unanimously  elected 
President.  Constantly  advising  with  him  throughout  the  protracted  sessions  of  the  Com- 
mission were  the  members  of  the  American  Labor  Mission  selected  by  the  Executive  Council. 

These  events  demonstrate  the  grave  responsibilities  laid  UTpon  the  American  trade 
union  movement  during  the  past  3rear  and  give  some  indication  of  the  responsibilities 
that  must  inevitably  be  assumed  in  the  immediate  future.  If  Labor's  work  in  connection 
with  the  war  has  been  a  work  of  magnitude  and  of  the  highest  importance,  its  work  in 
connection  with  the  peace  into  which  we  are  just  entering  will  be  of  no  less  importance 
and  will  of  necessity  be  even  more  complicated  and  far  reaching  in  both  its  demands 
upon  our  time  and  effort  and  its  effect  upon  the  progress  of  the  world. 

Labor  and  Peace 

Labor's  position  in  regard  to  the  war  was  originally  made  clear  to  the  world  before 
the  United  States  entered  the  conflict.  This  was  made  clear  when  representatives  of 
national  and  international  unions  throughout  the  country  met  in  Washington  on  Mardi 
12,  1917,  and  unanimoudy  adopted  the  declaration  of  Labor's  position  in  peace  or  in  war. 
In  that  declaration  fundamental  truths  were  set  forth  dealing  with  the  maintenance  of 
Labor's  standards  and  the  relation  of  the  maintenance  of  those  standards  to  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  democracy.    The  declaration  set  forth  that: 

"Whether  in  peace  or  in  war  the  organized  labor  movement  seeks  to  make 
all  else  subordinate  to  human  welfare  and  human  opportunity.  The  labor 
movement  stands  as  the  defender  of  this  principle  and  undertakes  to  protect  the 
wealth-producers  against  the  exorbitant  greed  of  special  interests,  against  pro- 
fiteering, against  exploitation,  against  the  detestable  methods  of  irresponsible 
greed,  against  the  inhumanity  and  crime  of  heartless  corporations  and  employers. 

Labor  demands  the  right  in  war  times  to  be  the  recogn^ed  defender  of 
wage-earners  against  the  same  forces  which  in  former  wars  have  made  national 
necessity  an  excuse  for  more  ruthless  methods." 
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Itfurtiiersaid: 

"The  comerstone  of  national  defense  is  justice  in  fundamental  relations 
of  life — economic  justice." 

Among  the  concluding  sentences  was  this  definite  pledge  of  service: 

"We,  the  officers  of  the  National  and  International  Trade  Unions  of  America 
in  national  conference  assembled  in  the  C£^>ital  of  our  nation,  hereby  pledge  our- 
selves in  peace  or  in  war,  in  stress  or  in  storm,  to  stand  unreserv^y  by  the 
standards  of  liberty  and  the  safety  and  preservation  of  the  institutions  and  ideals 
of  our  Republic." 

lujthe  St.  Paul  Convention  the  B.  C.  presented  and  the  convention  concurred  in  the 
declaration  which  read  in  part  as  follows: 

"Organized  labor,  trtve  to  its  traditions,  has  o£Fered  its  full  and  comprehen- 
sive support  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  and  it  will  not  now  be  paralyzed  by 
infirmity  of  purpose  or  action. 

"The  pressing  need  at  this  moment  of  imminent  peril  is  that  ships  be  provided 
whereby  American  soldiers  food  and  munitbns  can  be  transported  to  reenforce 
the  American  Army  already  fighting  with  the  soldiers  of  Prance  and  England. 
In  order  that  this  may  be  accomplished  there  must  be  full  cooperation  and  earnest- 
ness of  the  people  of  our  country.  We  advise  the  organized  labor  movement  that 
in  this  crisis  it  must  prove  its  loyalty  to  our  Republic  and  to  our  feUow  men, 
and  demonstrate  its  capacity  to  deal  with  big  problems  and  big  needs  in  a  con- 
structive manner. 

"Deeply  impressed  by  the  events  upon  the  western  battle  fronts,  we  are  con- 
strained to  place  before  our  fellow  workmen  a  definite  course  of  action.  Yielding 
to  no  one  in  our  determination  to  maintain  for  the  working  people  of  this  country 
the  right  to  work  or  not  to  work  for  a  reason  or  no  reason,  3ret  at  a  time  when 
the  destiny  of  the  democratic  institutions  of  the  world  are  trembling  in  the  balance 
(and  still  holding  sacred  the  principles  of  the  rights  enunciated)  we  can  wdl 
afford  to  waive  their  exercise  in  a  patriotic  desire  that  the  issues  of  this  war  may 
result  in  a  successful  termination." 

In  the  purely  industrial  field  of  Labor's  activity  in  connection  with  the  war  the  whole 
effort  oi  the  American  labor  movement  up  to  the  signing  oi  the  armistice  had  been  to 
carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  declaration  of  March  12,  1917,  and  the  declaration  adopted 
in  St.  Paul  whidi  set  forth  the  doctrine  that  Labor  in  the  workshops  at  home  ^ould  take 
no  action  that  could  not  be  justified  to  the  men  on  the  firing  line  in  France.  This  same 
declaration  also  held  that  emplosrers  at  home  ^ould  be  governed  by  an  identical  standard. 
It  may  be  said  in  truth  and  with  much  pride  that  this  standard  was  generally  observed 
by  the  workers  and  that  not  onl^  could  American  labor  from  dajr  to  day  justify  its  action 
to  the  men  who  were  on  the  firmg  line,  but  that  now  upon  their  return  they  may  find  a 
record  of  effort  and  achievement  on  the  part  of  the  labor  movement  toward  maintaining 
the  American  standard  of  life  that  will  justify  the  confidence  and  trust  that  were  left  to  us 
when  they  departed  for  Prance. 

A  testimonial  to  the  fidelity  of  American  labor  to  the  ideals  of  Labor  and  df  the  Amer- 
ican democracy  that  should  find  a  place  in  the  records  of  the  American  labor  movement 
was  contained  in  the  annual  report  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  December  1st,  1918,  by  Josephus  Daniels,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Navy.    Secretary  Daniels  in  his  report  paid  to  American  labor  the  following  tribute: 

"The  relations  between  labor  and  the  Navy  Department  have  been  highly 
satisfactory  during  the  past  year.  In  spite  of  the  general  bidding  for  skilled 
mechanics,  the  workmen  in  our  navy  yards,  with  surprismgly  few  exceptioiis 
have  remained  loyal  to  the  department,  and  have  refused  to  leave  their  vitally 
necessary  work  in  the  yards  for  more  lucrative  positions  elsewhere.  In  addi- 
tion, on  several  occasions  when  the  general  relations  between  capital  and  labor 
appeared  under  the  extraordinary  conditions  created  by  the  war,  to  have  reached 
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critical  8tage,  the  various  trades  in  our  navy  yards  addressed  resolutions  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  so  clearly  defining  their  belief  that  the  duty  of  all 
loyal  American  woikmen  lay  in  securing  the  maximum  production  of  war  materials 
by  combined  individual  efforts^  without  lej^ard  to  selfish  considerations  of  personal 
betterment,  as  to  have  no  slight  effect  m  bringing  both  sides  in  controversies 
going  on  outside  the  yards  to  a  realization  of  the  need  of  forgetting  their  disputes 
and  devoting  their  energies  toward  winning  the  war. 

''Much  of  this  satisfactory  condition  is  due  to  the  loyal  cooperation  of  the  heads 
of  the  American  Federation  oi  Labor,  with  whom  the  department  has  maintained 
the  friendliest  relations  and  ^^ose  wise  and  patriotic  coundls  have  done  much 
to  keep  such  yard  workmen  as  were  members  of  labor  organizations  keenly  alive 
to  a  sense  of  their  duty  as  American  citizens. 

"The  department  feels  it  may  take  some  credit  to  itself  for  this  condition  of 
affairs  on  account  of  the  principle  it  has  established  during  the  last  five  years 
of  frank  dealing  with  men  of  labor  and  by  the  rule  that  any  grievance  could 
be  brought,  witibout  red  tape  or  formality,  directly  to  the  attention  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  tiie  Navy  at  any  time  for  investigation  or  correction.  The  Navy 
Department  trusts  the  men  who  build  and  repair  ships  and  make  munitions, 
it  believes  they  trust  the  department,  and  that  is  the  whole  secret  of  successful 
cooperation  between  employer  and  employe. 

"The  Navy  has  suffered  severely  m  common  witb  all  industry  throufi^  the 
Mortage  of  labor.  It  was  early  seen  that  men  to  operate  our  yards  to  their 
greatest  capacity  could  only  be  secured  by  further  crippling  the  building  of  mer- 
chant ^ips — so  imi)eratively  ne^ed — and  the  manufacture  of  munitions.  The 
policy  was  established,  therefore,  of  making  no  demands  for  more  labor  beyond 
what  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  upkeep  of  the  fleet  and  a  very  limited 
amoi'tt  of  new  construction.  Even  this  required  a  large  augnientation  of  our 
yar  lorces;  but  while  at  times  work  has  been  delayed  more  than  we  would  have 
preferred,  3ret  enough  men  have  been  found  to  carry  on  the  absolutely  needed 
requirements  of  the  service." 

Turning  from  war  to  peace  upon  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  a  condition  soon  became 
apparent  to  everyone  that  had  long  been  feared  by  organized  labor.  It  was  made  apparent 
very  early  that  liiere  had  been  no  adequate  forethou^t  and  provision  made  for  the  transi- 
tion from  a  war  basb  to  a  peace  basis  in  industry  and  that  as  a  result  a  period  of  industrial 
confusion  and  unemployment  was  at  hand. 

]^  addition  there  were  pronouncements  from  his^  sources  amon^  employers 
that  extensive  reduction  of  wages  would  be  tmdertaken.  The  taunt  also  was  thrown 
at  working  people  that  they  should  have  been  able  during  the  war,  because  of  increased 
wages,  to  save  enough  to  carry  them  through  the  period  of  readjustment.  These  state- 
ments betray  either  ignorance  or  a  desire  to  wilfully  deceive  because  they  completely 
ignored  the  fact  that  the  rising  cost  of  living  had  absorbed  whatever  increase  in  wages 
had  been  secured  and  in  many  cases  went  much  beyond  the  point  of  absorption^[effecting 
an  actual  decrease  in  the  purchasing  power  of  the  individual. 

Declarations  of  a  policy  of  wage  reduction  came  to  our  attention  at  Laredo,  Texas. 
President  Gompers  there  introduced  the  subject  in  open  conference  and  declared  tiiat 
Labor  would  resist  to  the  utmost  any  policy  oi  wage  reduction.  This  position  has  been 
affirmed  since  that  date  on  many  occasions  and  it  is  due  to  this  prompt  and  decisive  answer 
to  this  diallenge  fully  sustained  by  labor  that  there  has  not  been  a  general  assault  on  wages 
by  employers  who  can  not  comprehend  the  trend  of  the  times. 

The  position  of  Labor  must  be  maintained  and  advanced  at  all  hazards.  It  is  the 
opinion  of  yonr  B.  C.  that  no  wages  paid  to  American  workmen  today  are  too  his^,  but 
that  on  the  contrary  wages  far  too  low  still  are  paid  in  many  industries.  Progress  is  the 
word  today  and  the  progress  worth  most  and  best  understood  is  the  kind  that  reaches 
the  individual  in  the  form  of  a  better  life,  a  freer  and  larger  opportunity,  and  more  of  the 
things  by  which  life  is  sustained  and  enriched.  The  progress  <»  our  movement  in  realizing 
these  tilings  for  the  wovkers  is  not  to  be  denied  by  any  influence  or  obstacle. 
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PEACE  TEBAiS 

The  Treaty  of  Peace  formulated  in  Paris  acknovdedges  the  complete  justice  of  the  five 
points  set  forth  by  the  Bu£Falo  Convention  and  reaffirmed  at  St  Paul  (pages  53-54,  334-335, 
St.  Paul  Proceedngs),  which  are  based  upon  declarations  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  contains  two  of  the  four  propositions  added  at  St.  Paul.  Thus  is  justified  the 
high  confidence  felt  by  the  American  labor  movement  and  expressed  in  these  declarations 
that  the  result  of  the  world  war  would  be  to  place  the  conduct  and  morals  of  the  govern- 
ments of  the  worid  upon  a  hi^^er  plane  and  the  establishment  and  maintenance  <jf  intecw 
national  relations  which  ^all  Safeguard  the  peoples  of  the  worid  in  the  enjo3nnent  of  a  per- 
manent peace. 

The  Treaty  of  Peace  as  drafted  by  the  allied  and  associated  governments  sets  a  new 
standard  in  the  relation  of  nation  to  nation  and  gives  to  government  a  pturpose  that  has  been 
laddng  where  the  monarchical  and  bureaucratic  concept  obtained,  llie  PrusMn  idea, 
defeated  on  the  field  of  battle,  is  now  forever  made  impossible  of  revival  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  submitted  to  the  German  envoys. 

The  five  guiding  principles  laid  down  at  the  Buffalo  Convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  as  basic  principles  of  a  lasting  peace  are  firmly  imbedded  in  the  draft  and 
we  fed  that  with  a  peace  so  built  the  worid  has  in  truth  been  made  safe  for  democracy. 
Under  the  guiding  principles  now  laid  down  as  the  standard  of  conduct  for  all  nations  the 
peoples  of  the  world  may  go  forward  in  security  and  freedom  to  work  out  their  own  concepts 
ci  democracy  and  their  own  ideals  of  freedom. 

The  covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations,  written  into  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  must  meet 
with  the  tmqualified  approval  and  support  of  the  American  working  people.  It  is  not  a 
periect  document  and  periection  is  not  claimed  for  it.  It  does,  however,  mark  the  nearest 
approach  to  periection  that  ever  has  been  reached  in  the  international  siffairs  of  mankind. 
It  provides  liie  best  machinery  3ret  devised  for  the  prevention  of  war.  It  places  human 
relations  upon  a  new  basb  and  endeavorft  to  enthrone  right  and  justice  instead  of  strength 
and  might  as  the  arbiter  of  international  destinies. 

It  is,  we  feel,  well  to  recall  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  by  our  own  federal  govern- 
ment in  the  early  days  of  its  life.  Perhaps  no  document  in  the  history  of  the  world  was 
more  attacked,  criticised,  and  opposed  that  was  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  when 
it  was  first  formulated  and  adopted  by  the  Congress.  On  several  occasions  that  constitu- 
tion has  been  amended,  3ret  no  one  would  presume  to  say,  because  of  these  amendments, 
that  the  constitution  was  not  good  when  it  was  adopted,  or  is  not  good  today. 

Opportunity  is  afforded  for  amendments  to  the  covenant  of  tiie  League  of  Nations  in 
order  tiiat  the  human  family  may  from  time  to  time  make  such  improvements  as  may  be 
needed  and  may  so  readjust  its  guiding  rules  of  conduct  as  to  make  for  the  highest  good  of 
all  the  world.  We  declare  our  endorsement  of  the  triumph  of  freedom  and  justice  and 
democracy  as  exemplified  in  the  covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations. 

The  introduction  of  the  nine  specific  labor  clauses  in  the  Peace  Treaty  declares  that 
"the  well-bdng,  physical  and  moral,  of  the  industrial  wage-earners  is  of  supreme  inter- 
national importance." 

No  such  declaration  has  ever  been  written  into  international  law  through  any  previous 
treaty  of  peace  and  it  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  the  American  labor  movement  more  than  to 
any  other  single  factor  that  it  appears  in  this  emphatic  form  in  the  present  treaty. 

The  labor  section  of  the  treaty  as  it  appears  in  its  final  form  is,  of  course,  a  compromise. 
It  must,  however,  be  a  source  of  deepest  satisfaction  to  the  American  woridng  people  to  know 
that  the  American  position  and  American  declarations  as  presented  for  insertion  in  the  treaty 
ranked  above  all  others  in  ];>oint  of  progress  measured  and  in  point  of  actual  and  practiail 
application  in  the  lives  of  working  people.  Whatever  of  compromise  appears,  was  made 
bemuse  of  the  claim  that  other  nations  of  the  world  could  not  pledge  themselves  to  an 
immediate  and  definite  acceptance  of  the  standards  maintained  by  the  American  labor 
movement  as  the  established  practices  of  our  day. 

This  subject  will  be  more  fully  dealt  with  through  the  repent  which  the  A.  P.  of  L. 
delegation  to  the  Peace  Conference  will  later  make  to  this  convention. 
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PAN-AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 

The  first  international  labor  conference  of  the  Pan-American  countries  was  held  in 
Laredo,  Texas,  on  November  13,  14,  15  and  16,  1918.  The  labor  movements  of  the  United 
States  of  America^  of  Mexico  and  the  Central  and  the  South  American  States  of  Guatemala, 
Costa  Rica,  Salvsulor  and  Colombia  were  represented  by  a  total  of  sevenfy-two  delegates. 
Antonio  Correa  of  Cuba  and  Cardenio  Gonzalez  S.  of  Chile,  both  accredited  members  of 
the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  Conference  Committee,  were  unable  to  be  present. 
Honorable  W.  B.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  Labor,  attended  the  conference  as  the  representative 
of  President  Wilson.  General  Pablo  de  la  Garza,  the  personal  representative  of  President 
Carranza^  in  like  manner  conveyed  the  greetings  of  the  President  of  Mexico  to  the  con- 
ference^  Honorable  George  W.  P.  Hunt,  Governor  of  Arizona,  addressed  the  conference, 
declaring  that  the  meethig  laid  the  basis  for  fraternal  cooperation  between  the  workers  of 
North  and  South  America.  The  official  proceedings  of  the  conference  followed  the  first 
day's  enthusiastic  reception  of  the  delegates  by  &e  citizens  of  Laredo.*  In  two  great 
columns  delegates,  representatives  of  the  government  of  both  Republics  and  the  city  officials 
of  Laredo,  Texas,  and  Nuevo  Laredo,  Mexico,  met  at  the  center  of  the  international  bridge 
which  crosses  the  Rio  Grande.  Here  speedies  were  made  by  President  Samuel  Gompers, 
Secretary  General  Louis  N.  Morones,  Secretary  Wilson,  General  Pablo  de  la  Garza  and 
other  officials;  the  two  columns  thereupon  emerging  and  returning  ranks  united  to  the 
Plaza  in  Laredo,  Texas.  The  welcome  by  unions  of  carpenters,  painters,  blacksmiths, 
retail  clerks,  and  other  trade  unions  whose  members  spoke  Sf^mish,  the  enthusiastic 
reception  given  to  this  international  meeting,  can  best  be  appreciated  by  those  who  know 
the  long  history  of  strife  upon  the  bonier  caused  by  the  lack  of  direct  understandings  and 
conferences  between  the  workers  of  the  two  countries.  Secret  diplomacy  has  been  the  rule 
upon  the  border  causing  in  great  part  the  strife  engendered  in  the  last  fifty  jrears.  The 
international  labor  conference  established  the  precedent  of  open  diplomacy  conducted 
directly  between  peoples  of  the  two  countries  involved.  It  followed,  therefore,  that  the 
residents  all  along  the  border,  especially  those  of  Mexican  blood,  welcomed  the  conference 
wiUi  an  entiiusiasm  never  given  before  to  any  public  assemblage  on  the  boundary  line. 

Before  all  other  things  the  conference  recorded  in  its  various  acts  its  determination  to 
harmonize  differences  and  to  come  to  a  good  understanding.  The  first  day's  proceedings 
were  practically  given  over  to  organization.  Complimentary  speeches  were  made  by  the 
representatives  of  both  countries  and  the  order  of  business  was  established.  The  second 
day  brought  an  expresaon  of  frank  opinion  on  both  sides,  frank  to  the  point  of  open  differ- 
ence upon  methods  of  organization  and  tactics  to  be  pursued.  When  the  conference  was 
at  the  point  where  some  of  the  onlookers  thought  agreement  was  impossible,  at  that  very 
moment  the  decision  to  come  to  agreement  became  plain.  The  third  and  fourth  days 
reverted  to  complete  harmony  of  action  proving  that  however  much  delegates  were  deter- 
mined to.  speak  their  minds  freely,  without  reservation,  yet  they  were  more  determined  to 
come  to  an  ultimate  agreement  and  working  program  of  fraternal  action  between  the  labor 
movements  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States.  The  entire  Executive  Council  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  was  present  as  delegates  with  the  exception  of  Vice-President 
Valentine,  who  was  unavoidably  detained.  The  Confederacion  Regional  Obrera  Mexicana 
(Mexican  Federation  of  Labor)  with  an  affiliated  membership  of  over  three  htmdred  thou- 
sand represented  the  organized  workers  of  Mexico.  On  the  fourth  day,  the  conference 
unanimously  voted  to  fonn  at  that  time  the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  organized  labor  movements  of  the  United  States  of  America,  the  United  States 
of  Mexico,  and  the  labor  oi^anizations  of  the  Republics  of  Central  and  South  America. 
The  objects  of  the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  were  declared  to  be : 

"First.  The  establishment  of  better  conditions  for  the  working  people  who 
emigrate  from  one  country  to  another. 

"Second.  The  establishment  of  a  better  understanding  and  relationdiip 
between  the  peoples  of  the  Pan-American  Republics. 

"Third.  To  utilize  every  lawful  and  honoiable  means  for  the  protection  and 
pcomotion  of  the  rights,  the  interests  and  the  welfare  of  the  peoples  of  the  Pan- 
American  Republics. 

"Fourth.    To  utilize  every  lawful  and  honorable  means  for  the  purpose  of 
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culthratmg  the  moot  favorable  and  friendly  relations  between  the  labor  movements 
and  peoples  of  the  Pan-American  Republics." 

The  following  officers  were  elected: 

Chatrman—^Sanmel  Gompers,  President  of  the  A.  P.  of  L. 

Bnglish-language  Secretaxy — ^John  Murray,  Secretary  of  the  Pan-American 
Federation  of  Labor  Conference  Committee. 

Spanish-language  Secretary — Canuto  A.  Vargas,  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter 
Workers'  International  Union  of  Morend,  Arizona. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  headquarters  of  the  Federation  be  established  at  Washington , 
D.  C,  and  final  agreement  was  had  that  the  first  annual  congress  of  the  Pan-American 
Federation  of  Labor  should  be  held  in  New  York  City  July  7, 1919. 

The  open  disagreement  which  prevailed  at  one  tmie  in  the  conference  finally  showed 
itself  to  be  of  the  most  important  educational  value.  The  point  of  discussion  turned  upon 
the  question  of  the  imprisonment  of  the  members  of  the  I.  W.  W.  in  the  United  States. 
According  to  instructions  from  their  respective  unions  the  Mexican  delegates  asked  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  that  it  consider  the  condition  of  the  prisoners  held  in  various  United  States  jails 
and  see  what  might  be  done  to  obtain  their  release.  There  was  no  thought  of  avoiding  the 
issue  by  any  delegate  present,  and  during  the  best  part  of  a  day  delegates  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
carefully  explained  the  history  of  the  I.  W.  W.  in  this  country,  explained  the  tactics  of  its 
open  enmity  systematically  pursued  by  the  I.  W.  W.'s  toward  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  plain 
intention  of  that  organization  to  completely  destroy  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  if  such  a  thing  was 
possible.  Bach  member  of  the  E.  C.  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  spoke  upon  the  issue.  Finally,  and 
in  condu^on,  the  Mexican  delegates  expressed  themsdves  as  having  been  much  enlightened 
by  the  debate. 

'  .  (Delegate  Torres  explained  the  Mexican  position  deploring  the  incarceration  of  men, 
who  in  Mexico  were  bdieved  to  be  innocent  of  anjr  great  wrong.  He  referred  to  the  I.  W.  W. 
That  was  the  reason  why  proposition  No.  6  was  mtroduced. 

In  replying,  President  Gompers  said  in  part: 

"It  is  all  very  good  for  any  one  to  say,  *why  not  give  these  people,  the  I.  W.  W. , 
the  opportunity  to  live  and  work  out  their  own  propaganda  just  as  they  want  to.' 
But  I  want  to  say  this  to  you,  my^  friends,  that  we  have  one  labor  movement, 
cohesive,  militant  and  determined,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  because 
we  have  one  labor  movement  in  America  we  occupy  a  position  of  power  and 
influence  to  bring  a  better  time  into  the  lives  of  the  working  people  of  our  country. 

"The  I.  W.  W.'s  in  the  United  States  are  exactly  what  the  Bol^eviki  are  in 
Russia,  and  we  have  seen  what  the  I.  W.  W.  Bolsheviki  in  Russia  have  done  for 
the  working  people  of  Russia,  where  the  people  have  no  peace,  no  security,  no 
land  and  no  bread. 

"I  am  glad  that  while  presiding  I  was  somewhat  persistent  in  tr3dng  to  get 
at  what  was  really  meant  by  proposition  No.  6.  I  did  not  expect,  however,  that 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  would  be  put  on  its  defense  before  this  conference.  The  A.  F. 
of  L.  has  stood  from  the  first  day  of  its  existence  until  now  in  defense  of  ev&ry  right 
denied  to  the  people  and  in  opposition  and  protest  against  every  wrong  inflicted 
upon  any  people.  The  American  trade  union  movement,  with  its  three  million 
members,  the  railroad  brotherhoods,  with  nearly  three-quarters  of  a  million  mem- 
bers, stood  100  per  cent  in  this  world's  struggle  for  freedom,  and  now  the  war  has 
come  to  an  end,  the  war  is  over.  I  ask  you  men  what  do  3rou  think  the  chance  for 
democracy  would  have  been  if  Germany  could  have  won  the  war?  The  war  has 
been  won  and  the  people  over  the  whole  world  breathe  freer  because  the  allied 
countries  in  thdr  democracy  have  won,  and  even  the  people  of  Germany  and  the 
people  of  Austria-Hungary  are  glad  and  are  happier  because  we  are  gdng  to  hdp 
them  so  that  they  shall  stand  again  as  men,  as  free  men,  in  the  Republic  of  Germany 
and  in  the  Republic  of  Austria."    . 
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By  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  conference  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Permanent 
Organization  was  adopted  as  follows: 

Formation  of  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor 

"The  proposed  plan  for  the  formation  of  the  Pan-American  Federation  of 
Labor: 

A  rtide  I. — Name 

"This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  shall  consist  of  delegates  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  dele- 
gates from  the  representative  labor  organizations  of  the  other  Pan-American 
Republics. 

ArHde  Il.—Okjects 

"1.  The  establishment  of  better  conditions  for  the  working  people  who 
emigrate  from  one  country  to  another. 

"2.  The  establishment  of  a  better  understanding  and  relationship  between 
the  peoples  of  the  Pan-American  Republics. 

"3.  To  utilize  every  lawful  and  honorable  means  for  the  protection  and 
promotion  of  the  rights,  the  interests  and  the  welfare  of  the  peoples  of  the 
Pan-American  Republics. 

"4.  To  utilize  every  lawful  and  honorable  means  for  the  purpose  of  culti- 
vating the  most  favorable  and  the  friendly  relations  between  the  kbor  movements 
and  the  peoples  of  the  Pan-American  Republics. 

Article  III, — Representation 

"The  basis  of  representation  shall  be  at  least  two  delegates  from  each  Pan- 
American  Republic,  duly  elected  by  the  representative  labor  movements  of  their 
countries. 

Article  IV, —  Congress 

"The  Congress  of  the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  meet  annually 
on  the  second  Monday  in  July  at  such  place  as  the  delegates  have  selected  at  the 
preceding  Congress. 

Artide  V.—Qfficers 

"The  officers  of  the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  shall  consist  of  a 
Chairman  and  two  Secretaries,  one  of  whom  speaks  the  English  language,  the 
other  the  Spanish  language,  with  headquarters  at  Washington,  D.  C. 

Compensation  of  Secretaries 

"Resolved^  That  the  two  Secretaries  to  be  elected  by  this  conference  shall 
receive  adequate  salaries  and  are  to  give  their  entire  time  to  the  work  of  the  Pan- 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Terms  of  Officers 

"Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  shall 
be  elected  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

Expenses  of  the  Federation 

"Resolved,  That  the  upkeep  and  expense  of  the  PanrAmericaa  Federation  of 
Labor,  its  officials,  headquarters,  etc.,  shall  be  borne  by  the  Pan-American  coun- 
tries represented  upon  a  pro  rata  basis. 

'  Election  cf  Officials 

"Resohed,  That  before  this  Intemational  Labor  Conference  adjourns  it  shall 
elect  the  officials  herein  referred  to." 
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In  his  report  on  the  conditiona  of  organized  labor  in  Central  America,  Richard  de  Leon 
spoke  in  part  as  follows: 

"In  Guatemala  there  are  thirty  associations  of  iMch  five  are  unions,  and  one 
a  federation;  in  Salvador,  sixty  associations,  of  whid^  ten  are  unions  and  one  a 
federation;  in  Honduras,  in  which  there  are  ten  general  associations,  and  in  Nica- 
ragua, in  which  there  are  five  general  associations,  workmen  can  belong  to  these 
associations  without  distinction  of  unions.  In  Costa  Rica  there  are  ten  assodsf- 
tions.  of  which  five  are  tmions  and  one  a  federation. 

^Thus,  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  associa- 
tions, twenty  of  them  being  unions  and  three  federations.  The  total  number  of 
affiliated  members  is  20,000,  more  or  less,  which  demonstrates  that  there  are  a 
great  number  of  workers  who  have  not  joined  the  labor  unions. 

"The  labor  press  of  Central  America  has  initiated  an  era  of  revival  and  includes 
four  weekly  and  six  monthly  periodicals  in  Guatemala;  ten  weekly  and  fifteen 
monthly  periodicals  in  Salvador,  and  three  monthly  periodicals  in  Costa  Rica. 

"Given  the  present  conditions  of  penury  through  which  the  working  classes 
are  passing,  it  is  natural  to  imderstand  their  lack  of  resources  and  the  meagemeas 
of  their  wages;  consequently  in  cases  of  need  the  material  aid  which  they  can  give 
to  their  suffering  companions  is  small,  and  much  less  can  they  check  the  oppression 
of  capitalism." 

The  complete  list'of  delegates  to  the  conference  is  as  follows: 

United  States  of  America 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor — Samuel  Gompers,  President;  Prank  L. 
Morrison,  Secretary;  Daniel  J.  Tobin,  Treasurer;  James  Duncan,  First  Vice- 
Prestdent;  John  R.  Alpine,  Third  Vice-President;  Frank  Duffy,  Fourth  Vice- 
President;  William  Green,  Fifth  Vice-President;  W.  D.  Mahon,  Sixth  Vice-Presi- 
dent; T.  A.  Rickert,  Seventh  Vice-President;  Jacob  Fischer,  Eighth  Vice-President. 

Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  Conference  Committee — ^John  Murray, 
Secretary. 

Mining  Department,  American  Federation  of  Labor — flames  Lord,  President. 

Building  Trades  Department,  American  Federati(m  of  Labor— John  Donlin, 
President. 

Uni(m  Label  Trades  Department,  American  Federation  of  Labor— John 
Manning. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Blacksmiths — G.  C.  Van  Dames. 

International  Union  Steam  and  Operating  Engineers — Arthur  M.  Huddell,^ 
Milton  Snellings,  Herman  M.  Comerford. 

IntematicNQal  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  of  America — James  P. 
Noonan. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Steam  Shovel  and  Dredgemen — ^W.  M.  Walsh. 

International  Union  of  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Worl^ers — Charles  H.  Moy^r, 
President;  H.  S.  McCluskey,  Pascual  M.  Vargas. 

International  Union  of  Brewery  and  Soft  Drink  Workers  of  America — Joseph 
Proebstle,  A.  J.  Kugler. 

Free  Federation  of  Workers  of  Porto  Rico — Santiago  Iglesias,  President. 

Arizona  State  Federation  of  Labor — C.  A.  Vargas. 

Texas  State  Federation  of  Labor — ^Edward  Cunningham,  George  H.  Slater, 
Earl  Ferguson. 

San  Antonio  Trades  Council,  San  Antonio,  Texas — ^William  L.  Hoefgen 
F.  D.  Guardo,  Wayne  Bohanan,  Frank  Hopkins,  John  W.  Ellett. 

Metal  Trades  Craft,  Kansas  City,  Mo. — ^J.  Brennan. 

Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers'  Union  No.  80,  Morenci,  Arizona — J.  Ignacio 

Garcia. 

Union  No.  84,  International  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers'  Union,  Met- 
calf ,  Arizona — ^Luis  E.  Soto. 
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Clifton  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers'  Union  No.  86,  International  Mine,  Mill 
and  Sn^ter  Workers'  Union,  Clift(m,  Arizona— OuiUermo  Quiroz. 

Dallas  Central  Labor  Council  and  Local  No.  28,  United  Leather  Workers' 
International  Union,  Dallas,  Texas — George  Montijo. 

Local  Union  No.  2538,  United  Mine  Workers  of  America,  Thurbcr,  Texas — 
John  Hobbs,  W.  E.  Crew,  Earl  Ferguson. 

Building  Trades  Cotmcil,  San  Antonio,  Texas — ^E.  M.  Nagel. 

Carpenters'  Local  Union  No.  14,  San  Antonio,  Texas— Charles  Morgan. 

Mexican  Printers'  Mutual  Society,  San  Antonio,  Texas— Jose  Reyes  Estrada. 

United  States  of  Mexico 

Mexican  Federation  of  Labor,  Central  Committee — ^Luis  N.  Morones,  Sec- 
retary General;  Ricardo  Trevino,  J.  M.  Tristan,  Secretaries  of  the  Exterior; 
Salustio  Hernandez. 

Federation  of  Sindicates,  San  Luis  Potosi — ^Valentin  Narvaez., 

Union  of  Woricers  of  Various  Trades,  Pachuca,  Hidalgo — ^Wenceslao  Espinosa. 

La  Esmeralda  Workers'  Union,  Ramos  Arizpe,  Coahuila,  and  Grand  Union 
of  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World,  Torreon,  Coahuila— Cayetano  Perez  Ruiz. 

Federation  of  Workers'  Sindicates  of  the  Federal  District— ^Jose  Lopez  Cortes. 

House  of  the  World's  Workers,  Mexico  City — ^Reinaldo  Cervantes  Torres. 

Sindicate  of  Textile  Workers,  SatiUo,  Coahtula— C.  Marcos  Torres. 

Mexican  Miners'  Union,  La  Rosita,  Coahuila — ^Francisco  A.  Moreno,  Presi- 
dent of  tiie  Central  Committee. 

Union  of  Mexican  Machinists,  Aguascalientes — ^Antonio  Valdez. 

Sindicate  of  Farm  Laborers,  San  Miguel,  Coahuila — ^Manuel  E.  Rodriquez. 

Sindicate  of  Electric  Railway  Workers,  of  Torreon,  Coahuila  and  Gomez 
Palado,  Diurango — ^Tiburdo  F.  Montoya. 

Workers'  Union  of  Zacatecas — ^J.  Guadalupe  Ascobedo. 

Railway  Workers'  Union,  Mexico  City — Severino  Sazan. 

Daily  Newspaper  Workers'  Union,  Mexico  City — ^Ezequiel  Salcedo. 

Linotypists'  Union,  Mexico  City — ^Juan  Rico. 

Progressive  Workers'  Union  of  Santa  Rosa,  Vera  Cruz  and  Orizaba— Albaro 
Meza. 

House  of  the  World's  Workers,  Mexico  City — ^Rafael  Quintero. 

Free  Union  of  Workers,  Venado,  San  Luis  Potosi— ^Valentin  Narvaez. 

Guatemala 
Workers'  Federation  of  Guatemala — ^Ricardo  de  Leon. 

Costa  Rica 
Workers'  Federation  of  Costa  Rica — ^Rafael  Paris  Esdnar. 

Salvador 
Workers'  Confederation  of  San  Salvador — ^Benjamin  Huezo. 

Colombia 
Organized  Workers  of  Colombia — ^Francisco  Marin. 

From  the  beneficial  results  already  achieved  in  creating  mutual  respect,  good  wUI 
and  confidence  among  the  workers  and  the  peoples  of  Mexico  and  of  the  United  States 
and  {further  with  the  representatives  of  Labor  and  peoples  of  several  of  the  Latin  and 
Central  American  countries,  we  regard  the  establishment  of  the  Pan^-American  Federation 
of  Labor  as  an  augury  that  still  greater  mutual  respect,  good  will  and  confidence  will 
ensue  between  the  peoples  and  the  governments  of  the  Pan-American  countries. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  continue  its  partici- 
pation in  the  Pan-American  Federation  of  Labor  and  be  represented  at  its  forthcoming 
meeting  to  be  held  in  July  of  this  3rear. 
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FRATERNAL  IWLEGATES  TO  BRITISH  TRADES  UNION  CONGRESS 

The  Buffalo  Conventioii,  November,  1917,  elected  J.  A.  Fianklin  of  the  boitemiakefB^ 
and  William  J.  Bowen  of  the  bricklayers  as  fraternal  delegates  to  the  British  Trade  Union 
Congress  to  be  held  at  Derby,  Bngland,  September,  1918.  Just  before  the  time  for  under- 
taking the  trip  Mr.  Franklin  found  himself  so  situated  as  ref^tfds  important  work  entrusted 
to  his  care  that  he  was  unable  to  make  the  trip.  Owing  to  President  Gompers  having  been 
instructed  by  the  St.  Paul  Convention  to  visit  Europe  the  Bxecutive  Council  selectmi  him 

to  fill  the  vacancy.  

THE  TRIUMPH  OF  LABOR  PANEL 

In  our  report  to  the  Baltimore,  1916,  Convention  (page  49)  is  given  a  description  of  the 
sculptured  panel  with  oak  mounting  presented  by  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  oak  used  for  the  mount- 
ing was  taken  from  Lord  Nelson's  flagship  Victory  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar. 

The  panel  symbolizes  the  triumph  of  labor.  When  that  report  was  prepared,  it  was 
confidently  e34>ected  that  the  panel  would  be  in  place  in  the  A.  F.  of  L.  c^ce  building  by 
the  time  the  convention  opened.  However,  owing  to  difficulties  and  danger  of  transport 
tation  engendered  by  tiie  war,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  postpone  sending  the  panel. 

In  April  when  the  A.  P.  of  L.  delegation  returned  from  the  Peace  Conference,  they 
brou^t  with  them  the  gift  from  the  English  labor  movement. 

The  work  was  done  by  one  of  the  finest  sculptors  in  England,  L.  F.  Roslyn,  R.  B.  S. 

It  is  a  magnificent  artistic  production,  and  was  given  the  award  of  high  merit  by  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Arts  of  Great  Britain. 

Upon  President  Gompers'  request,  the  management  of  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  in 
Washington  placed  the  panel  on  exhibition  for  a  week.  This  in  itself  is  an  additional 
attestation  of  the  artistic  beauty  of  this  work. 

At  the  time  this  report  is  being  prepared,  it  is  anticipated  to  take  the  panel  to  Atlantic 
City  for  exhibition  dtmng  the  convention  period.  It  is  hoped  that  all  labor  representatives 
who  visit  Washington  will  not  fail  to  visit  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Building  for  the  purpose  of  seemg 
this  b^utiful  demonstration  of  the  tie  that  binds  the  working  men  and  women  of  America 
with  their  fellow  wage-earners  of  Great  Britain. 

While  in  England,  the  A.  F.  of  L.  delegation  learned  that  one  of  the  most  artistic 
printers  in  Great  Britain  had  prepared  a  plate  reproduction  of  the  panel.  Copies  of  this 
can  be  secured  through  Mr.  C.  W.  Bowerman,  Secretary  of  the  Trade  Union  Congress 
Parliamentary  Committee,  32  Ecdeston  Square,  London,  England. 

COMMITTEE  ON  LABOR 

Samuel  Gompers,  Preadent  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  a  member  of  the 
Advisory  Commission,  Council  of  National  Defense,  and  as  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Labor,  Advisory  Commission,  Council  of  Natio|ud  Defense,  has  continued  the  develop- 
ment of  the  work  of  this  committee.  He  has  been  assisted  in  this  work  by  Matthew  Well, 
President  of  the  International  Photo-Engravers'  Union  of  North  Amierica,  since  August  1, 
1918,  upon  President  Gompers'  departure  for  Euroi>e  on  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Mission  as  directed 
by  us. 

Up  to  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  this  committee  continued  to  function  in  a  manner 
which  has  proven  helpful  in  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war.  With  the  signing  of  the 
armistice  tiie  war  emergency  work  was  discontixmed  and  the  work  of  readjustment  was 
undertaken. 

National  Committee  on  Welfare  Work 

The  National  Committee  on  Welfare  Work  which  had  distributed  expert  reports  upon 
"Industrial  Fatigue,"  "Adequate  Sanitary  Devices  to  Prevent  Industrial  Poisoning,"  and 
"Lighting  Codes,"  has  devdoped  and  had  printed  others  upon  subjects  as  important  in 
their  relation  to  the  health  of  workers  as  the  ones  reported  upon  at  the  preceding  conven- 
.ti(m.  One  dealt  witii  "Requirements  and  Standards  upon  Heating  and  Ventilation  for 
Industrial  Establishments  and  Dwellings";  anotiier  with  "Rural  Sanitation,"  haying 
special  reference  to  new  industrial  villages  and  construction  camps  and  referring  particu- 
larly to  housing.    All  of  these  reports  have  been  sought  by  officers  of  labor  cvganizations. 
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manufacturers  and  educators;  and  within  the  past  six  months  over  13,076  requests  have  been 
received  for  these  pamphlets.  It  also  has  haid  put  in  pamphlet  form,  under  its  Section  on 
Industrial  Safety,  minimum  standards  of  safety,  structtmd  safety,  fire  prevention  and 
accident  i>revention.  These  exhaustive  codes  were  prepared  by  leading  experts  connected 
with  the  National  Council  of  Safety,  the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  the  National 
Fire  Protection  Association  (including  the  National  Board  of  Fire  Underwriters),  and  the 
Welfare  Department  kA  the  National  Civic  Federation.  This  pamphlet  will  be  distributed 
widely  among  emplo]rers.  It  is  as  valuable  under  peace  concUtions  as  in  war  times,  as  in 
many  states  there  are  no  safety  requirements  in  the  form  of  legislative  enactments  with 
regard  to  fire  prevention  or  accident  prevention. 

SecHon  on  Industrial  Training  for  the  War  Emergency 

This  section,  which  was  composed  of  one-third  labor,  one-third  employers  and  one- 
third  practice  educators,  conducted  an  investigation  which  showed  there  was  no  shortage 
of  labor  during  the  war  except  in  some  of  the  skilled  trades  made  urgent  by  the  war,  and 
to  th^  end  emergency  training  was  installed.  The  Section  on  Industrial  Training  issued 
an  illustrated  pamphlet  upon  "How  to  Overcome  the  Shortage  of  Skilled  Mechanics  by 
Training  the  Unskilled,"  and  then  another  indicating  what  had  been  achieved  by  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Labor  in  connection  with  this,  entitled  "How  the  Shortage  of  Skilled  Mechanics 
is  Being  Overcome  by  Training  the  Unskilled."  These  books  had  great  weight  with 
employers  in  inducing  them  to  install  practical  war  emergency  training  rooms.  QOl  August 
26,  1918,  this  work  officially  functioned  through  the  new  Division  on  Dilution  and  Training 
of  the  Department  of  Labor  (Mr.  Charles  T.  Clayton  having  been  appointed  director). 
The  chairman  of  the  Section  on  Industrial  Training  for  the  War  Emergency  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Labor,  Mr.  H.  E.  Miles,  was  made  Chief  of  Training  of  that  newly  created  gov- 
ernmental agency,  and  the  Committee  on  Labor  turned  over  to  the  Training  and  Dilution 
Service  its  records. 

Recreation 

The  Section  on  Recreation  of  the  Committee  on  Welfare  Work  issued  a  preliminaiy 
plan  for  shipbuilding,  aeroplane  making  and  munition  maJring  centers,  providing  a  program 
of  recreation  for:  (1)  The  industrial  plant  itself;  (2)  The  industrial  community. 

^a)  Existing  communities  where  the  industrial  development  was  merely  an 
addition  to  the  normal  life  of  the  town; 

(b)  Large  governmental  plants  that  constituted  a  community  in  themselves 
and  created  a  town  out  of  nothing. 

Maintenance  of  Labor  Standards 

One  of  the  important  activities  of  the  Committee  on  Labor  has  been  the  maintaining 
of  existing  safeguards  for  the  conservation  and  welfare  of  the  workers  and  that  no  departure 
from  such  existing  standards  should  be  taken  without  a  declaration  by  the  Council  of 
National  Defense  that  such  a  departure  was  essential  for  the  effective  pursuit  of  the  national 
defense. 

In  September  of  last  yeai,  so  many  women  having  entered  the  industrial  field  to  replace 
the  men  drafted  into  our  army  and  navy,  a  meeting  was  held  by  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Welfare  Committee  on  the  subject  of  night  work  for  women  and  steps  were  taken 
to  secure  a  complete  list  of  important  war  production  plants  in  the  leading  industrial  states 
asking  for  women  to  be  placed  on  night  work  and  that  an  investigation  should  be  made  as  to 
the  effect  of  night  work  upon  the  health;  whether  or  not  in  night  work  it  is  profitable  to  use 
women,  and  if  not,  if  it  would  be  profitable  ui>on  three  eight-hour  shifts  and  when  three 
should  be  used;  whether  or  not  it  would  be  practicable  to  have  men  upon  the  third  shift 
or  the  alternating  shift;  whether  or  not  it  is  possible  to  avoid  night  shifts;  whether,  where 
night  work  exists,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  emi^oy  women  in  order  to  maintain  produo- 
tion  and  to  determine  where  such  cases  exist,  and  what  are  the  operations  upon  which  women 
can  work  more  efficiently  than  men  and,  therefore,  must  be  required  to  go  upon  night  shifts. 
With  the  signing  of  the  armistice  this  investigaticm  was  discontinued. 
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CommiUee  on  Women  in  Industry 

The  Committee  on  Women  in  Industry  advised  on  women's  emplo3rment  in  such  ways 
as  to  bring  about  the  maximtim  e£Fectiveness  of  the  woman  power  of  the  country  and  this 
committee  assisted  in  securing  the  enforcement  of  the  labor  laws. 

This  committee  made  investigations  into  the  emplo3rment  of  women  in  the  Brooklyn 
Navy  Yards,  the  Philadelphia  Aircraft  Factory  and  other  United  States  Arsenals  and 
Quartermasters'  Depots,  issuing  reports  on  conditions  of  emplojrment  for  women  as  they 
found  them  and  suggesting  plans  for  the  betterment  of  the  women  workers,  which  sugge^ 
tions  were  accepted  in  all  instances  and  installed. 

Publications: 

Sept,  1918    "Making  Uniforms  for  Our  Navy." 

Oct,    1918.     "Women  Workers  in  the  Philadelphia  Naval  Aircraft  Factory." 

Soldiers  and  Sailors 

Among  the  e£Forts  vital  to  the  protection  of  the  workers  under  the  reconstruction  period 
which  were  inaugurated  by  the  Committee  on  Labor  recently,  was  one  to  aid  the  discharged 
soldiers  and  sailors  to  secure  emplo3rment  upon  their  return  to  civil  life.  This  work  has 
been  undertaken  in  cooperation  with  the  United  States  Emplo3rment  Service  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  the  newly  created  Emergency  Kmplo3rment  Committee  of  the  Council 
of  National  Defense.  The  following  statement  advising  trade  unions  how  to  help  in  this 
connection  was  issued,  more  than  28,000  copies  having  been  distributed: 

Help  Our  Soldiers  and  Sailors — EstaUish  Employment  Committees  for  the  BeMfit 
of  Our  Returning  Soldiers  and  Sailors 

Technically,  the  war  has  not  ended  though  hostilities  have  ceased.  We  are 
now  passing  through  the  initial  stages  of  a  process  of  readjustment  and  the  peoples 
of  most  nations  are  rapidly  ttuning  their  thoughts  and  attention  to  the  solution  of 
the  many  serious  and  complex  problems  which  have  developed  out  of  the  war. 

The  world  faces  an  infinitely  more  serious  situation  today  than  a  year  ago 
when  the  German  superoffensive  was  at  its  height.  At  that  time  all  our  men  were 
at  work.  If  they  were  not  fighting  or  training  to  fight,  they  were  making  shells 
or  guns,  or  building  ships  or  engines,  or  growing  com  or  wheat,  or  were  engaged 
in  the  production  of  some  of  the  other  many  things  necessary  to  maintain  the 
soldiers  in  the  trenches  and  the  sailors  on  the  ships.  Military  defeat  was  then 
averted.  With  equal  fervor  and  with  the  same  vigor  and  determination  we  must 
now  avoid  a  social  and  economic  collapse,  such  as  is  now  threatening  many  of  the 
European  nations. 

Without  the  long  years  of  military  training  of  the  central  powers  and  prac- 
tically without  preparation,  our  great  Republic  and  its  people  entered  the  worid 
struggle  for  the  supremacy  of  righteousness,  freedom,  and  democracy.  We  had 
the  determined  American  will  to  win.    We  did  win. 

With  the  signing  of  the  armistice  and  the  ending  of  hostilities,  the  American 
people  find  themselves  practically  unprepared  for  the  immediate  resumption  of 
peace-time  pursuits.  The  problems  of  readjustment  in  many  instances  are  more 
difficult  of  sicdution  than  were  those  involved  in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  D^qnte 
the  difficulties  and  the  obstacles,  if  the  American  will  to  win  is  again  expressed,  if 
our  people  will  meet  the  requirements  of  readjustment  with  the  determination 
which  was  shown  in  dealing  with  the  demands  of  war,  we  ^ould  have  no  cause  for 
fear  or  apprehensiosi  as  to  the  final  outcome. 

The  matters  which  require  our  immediate  attention  relate  to  the  demobiliza- 
tion of  our  military  forces  and  the  readjustment  of  our  productive  processes  to 
peace-time  pursuits. 

Necessarily  readjustment  involves  sacrifices,  but  the  sacrifices  of  recoo- 
stniction  are  insignificant  when  compared  with  the  sacrifices  which  were  entailed 
in  the  conduct  of  the  war.  Replacing  the  soldiers  and  sailors  into  the  economic 
life  kA  the  nation  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  the  wage-earners.    Hus  is  a  task 
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m  which  the  helpful  cooperation  of  every  individual  worker  and  everyfgrDUp  of 
workers  is  not  only  desirable  but  necessary. 

Unfortunately  the  resources  of  the  United  States  Employment  Service  of  the 
Department  of  Labor  have  been  temporarily  curtailed,  due  to  lack  of  funds. 
State  and  private  forces  have  come  generously  to  its  support,  however,  so  that  it 
will  continue  in  a  large  measure,  and  the  Council  of  National  Defense  has  under- 
taken the  formation  of  an  Emergency  Committee  (m  Emplosrment  for  Soldiers 
imd  Sailors  to  cooperate  with  the  United  States  Emplo3nnent  Service  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  the  War  Department  and  all  other  agencies  and  individuab 
who  might  help  in  the  successful  performance  of  the  task  with  which  this  com- 
mittee is  charged. 

Colonel  Arthur  Woods,  who  is  chairman  of  the  Council's  Emergency  Com- 
mittee for  the  Employment  of  Soldiers  and  Sailors,  has  recently  been  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  as  Assistant  to  the  Secretary,  to  act  for  him  upon  all 
matters  relating  to  the  reemployment  of  soldiers  and  sailors.  Through  the  Com- 
mittee on  Latxv,  Advisory  Commission,  Council  of  National  Defensej  he  requests 
every  local  trade  union,  every  city  central  body,  each  state  federation  of  labor, 
and  every  international  trade  union,  to  take  immediate  steps,  if  they  have  not 
alr^y  done  so,  to  support  and  assist  in  every  way  the  Bureaus  for  Returning 
Soldiers,  which  are  working  under  the  United  States  Employment  Service  of  the 
Department  of  Labor,  if  necessary  establishing  at  once  an  employment  committee, 
raising  adequate  ftmds  therefor,  and  defboitely  lending  their  cooperation,  and,  if 
necessary,  llieir  assistance  in  securing  financial  support  for  the  Bureaus  ci  the 
United  States  Employment  Service  and  such  existing  agencies  as  seem  best  able 
to  serve  the  community,  and  coordinating  the  effort  of  all  agencies  interested 
in  securing  employment  for  the  returning  soldiers  and  sailors. 

When  a  soldier  or  sailor  returns  to  your  community  the  employment  com- 
mittee of  your  organization  should  immediately  get  in  touch  with  him  and  make 
sure  that  he  is  registered  with  the  United  States  Emplojmient  Service  or  its 
Bureau  for  Returning  Soldiers  and  Sailors.  Then  visit  his  former  employer.  In 
the  vast  majority  of  cases,  his  former  emplojrer  will  take  him  back. 

Should  the  effort  to  replace  the  returned  soldier  or  sailor  with  his  former 
employer  fail,  an  endeavor  ^ould  be  made  to  secure  him  employment  elsewhere. 
While  finding  emplo3rment,  provision  should  be  made  for  his  immediate  needs. 
Wherever  a  soldier  or  sailor  is  not  content  with  his  former  job,  or  one  that  is  open 
to  him  in  his  community,  he  should  be  persuaded  to  fill  it  until  the  industrial 
transition  is  over,  the  troops  have  returned,  and  another  opening  found.  The 
employment  committee  you  are  urged  to  establish  should  at  all  times  be  made 
available  to  him  for  finding  a  place  elsewhere. 

The  employment  committee  should,  with  the  help  of  all  other  agencies, 
get  in  touch  witii  every  nonresident  soldier  or  sailor  seeking  employment  in  your 
city,  find  out  where  he  belongs,  and  immediately  communicate  with  the 
employment  committee  of  the  local  union,  city  or  state  federation  of  labor,  or 
other  approved  employment  service  in  his  home  city.  On  receiving  assurance 
that  such  emplo3rment  bureau  or  agency  will  take  care  of  him,  arrange  for  his 
immediate  return. 

In  order  that  the  soldiers  and  sailors  may  be  helped  to  reabsorb  themselves 
throughout  the  country  in  the  ratio  within  which  the  man  power  was  withdrawn 
for  military  purposes,  the  slogan  should  be  established — "Local  Jobs  for  Local 
Men."  By  adopting  this  slogan  and  responding  to  this  dictum  we  may  bring  into 
immediate  operation  the  maximtim  reabsorbing  capacity  of  the  whole  nation. 

It  is  fully  recognized  that  the  obligation  to  give  employment  to  the  soldiers 
and  sailors  rests  primarily  on  the  employers.  The  workers  are  not  in  a  position 
to  give  employment.  It  is  the  workers'  duty  to  see  that  every  effort  is  made  to 
secure  suitable  emplo3nnent  for  the  returned  soldiers  and  sailors.  It  is  also  their 
duty  to  see  that  when  the  soldiers  and  sailors  seek  employment  they  are  not  dealt 
with  unfairly  or  imposed  upon  by  private  emplojmient  agencies  for  profit  or  other- 
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Every  attempt  on  the  part  of  any  emplo3^nient  agency  to  impose  upon  the 
returned  soldiers  or  sailors  should  be  immediately  reputed  to  this  office  so  that 
the  proper  steps  mayjbe  taken  to  prevent  a  recurrence  dt  such  an  unpatriotic  and 
unwarranted  act 

It  is  the  expressed  hope  and  desire  that  the  emplo3rment  committees  created 
by  both  employers  and  workers  in  your  community  may  join  hands  and  cooperate 
with  each  other  in  this  patriotic  and  much  needed  work  and  thus  prove  helpful 
in  the  successful  demobilization  of  our  military  forces  and  in  reestablishing  former 
peace-time  activities  with  the  least  possible  disturbance  and  a  tnitiiir^tiwi  of  sacrifice. 

Matthbw  Woix, 
Assistant  to  Mr.  Campers,  tis  Chairman  Committee  on 
Labor,  U,  S,  Council  of  National  Defense, 

AND 

Member  Emergency  Employment  Committee  for  Soldiers 
and  Sailors,  U.  S.  Council  of  National  Defense. 

The  Committee  on  Labor  of  the  Advisory  Commission  of  the  Council  of  National 
Defense  was  not  created  merely  as  a  war  emergency  body.  By  an  act  of  Congress  in 
August,  1916,  the  Secretaries  of  War,  Navy,  Interior,  Agriculture,  Commerce,  and  Labor 
were  charged  with  the  "coordinating  of  industries  and  resources  for  national  security  and 
welfare"  and  "with  the  creation  of  all  relations  which  will  render  possible  in  time  of  need 
the  immediate  concentration  and  utilization  of  the  resources  of  the  nation."  The  further 
duty  was  imposed  that  the  Council  of  National  Defense  "should  supervise,  direct  investiga- 
tions, make  reconmiendations  and  report  on  all  inquiries  or  subjects  appropriate  to  the 
national  safety  and  welfare  to  the  President  and  through  him  to  Congress,  and  that  it  might 
also  report  to  the  heads  of  executive  departments  upon  special  inquiries  or  subjects  appro- 
priate thereto." 

Everywhere  men  and  women,  employers  and  employes,  placed  themselves  and  their 
resources  unq>aringly  at  the  service  of  our  country.  Tins  committee,  though  not  vested 
with  executive  authority  or  created  for  executive  action,  became  an  efficient  and  most 
helpful  channel  for  centralizing  and  directing  this  voluntary  effort  in  our  industrial  life 
during  the  time  of  national  need. 

While  the  problems  now  pressing  for  solution  have  changed  in  form,  there  is  involved 
in  their  solution  fundamentally  the  same  principles — ^that  is,  the  coordination  of  industries 
and  resources  for  national  security  and  in^fare.  To  the  same  degree  that  the  Committee 
on  Labor  of  the  Advisory  Commission  of  the  Council  of  National  Defense  served  to  assist 
in  the  effective  transformation  of  the  country  from  a  peace  to  a  war  basis,  it  can  now  assist 
in  restorinfif  the  nation  to  normal  life  in  peace  with  the  least  possible  friction  and  disturbance. 

WAR  EMERGENCY  LABOR 

Acting  on  Resolution  No.  60  the  St.  Paul  Convention  directed  the  officers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  to  investigate  the  conditions  surrounding  the  operation  of  schools 
for  training  war  emergency  labor  and  to  take  such  steps  as  might  be  necessary  to  protect 
the  interests  and  welfare  of  labor. 

Before  anything  definite  could  be  accomplished  in  compliance  with  this  action,  the 
armistice  terminated  the  war,  and  therefore  terminated  the  need  for  war  emergency  labor. 

Your  officers  have  taken  no  further  action. 

COBfPULSORY  MILITARY  SERVICE 

In  the  report  of  the  Special  Coomiittee  on  Reconstruction,  which  is  part  of  this  report 
and  to  which  we  have  given  our  entire  approval,  there  appears  a  discussion  and  recommenda- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  militarism  and  its  baneful  influence  and  effect  upon  freedom,  dvili- 
'  zation  and  humanity.  As  an  Executive  Council,  we  not  only  give  our  hearty  endorsement 
to  the  declaration  set  forth  in  the  rnxxrt  referred  to,  but  beoeuise  of  certain  elements  of 
activity  which  may  properly  be  styled  pernicious  we  feel  impelled  to  add  that  in  our  judg- 
ment the  time  has  passed  when  in  our  Republic,  or  for  that  matter  in  any  other  progressive 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMBBIOAN  FEDBRATION  OF  LABOR  97 

nation  of  the  world,  the  spirit  of  militarism  shall  prevail — the  spirit  of  militarism  under 
any  guise. 

The  war  against  the  militaristic,  autocratic  machine  of  Germany  would  have  been  waged 
and  won  in  vain  if  militarism  were  to  be  foisted  upon  the  nations  of  the  worid.  The  Treaty  of 
Peace  ending  the  war  has  destroyed  the  ability  of  German  militarism  to  menace  the  peace  of 
the  world,  and  with  the  demolition  of  that  Juggernaut  the' opportunity  for  the  peoples  and 
nations  of  the  world  to  live  their  lives  and  work  out  their  destinies  unafraid  is  offered. 
There  is,  therefore,  no  longer  necessity  for  large  standing  armies  or  for  universal  or  com- 
pulsory military  service. 

With  the  danger  of  militarism  destroyed  and  the  League  of  Nations  established  there 
can  be  no  good  reason  for  large  standing  armies,  great  navies,  or  stupendous  munition 
plants,  whether  governmental  or  privately  owned. 

We  therefore  urge  upon  this  convention  and  our  fellow-workers  and  fellow-dtizens, 
upon  the  government  of  our  Republic  and  upon  the  peoples  and  the  nations  of  the  world, 
mat  with  the  coming  of  security  in  international  peace  we  should  come  to  a  basis  of  the 
reduction  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  world  to  a  minimum  consistent  with  safety  and  progress. 

The  views  we  express  upon  this  subject  are  not  to  be  construed  as  opposition  to  proper 
physical  training;  on  the  contrary,  we  hold  that  the  workers  and  the  masses  of  the  people 
should  have  the  fullest  and  broadest  opportunity  for  the  highest  physical  and  mental  train- 
ing. But  we  do  insist  that  in  view  of  the  history  of  militaristic  propaganda  and  in  view  of 
the  present  situation  and  the  outlook  for  the  future,  that  physical  training  should  not  be 
confused  with  compulsory  military  service — a  service  thinly  veiled  to  disguise  militarism 
in  its  incipiency. 

JUDICIAL  CONSTRUCTION  OF  LAW 

A  substitute  for  Resolution  No.  19  adopted  by  the  St.  Paul  Convention  instructed 
the  Executive  Council  as  follows: 

"To  have  a  study  made  of  the  successive  steps  which  have  been  taken  by 
our  Federal  and  Supreme  Courts  through  which,  without  constitutional  authority 
and  in  opposition  of  the  action  of  the  constitutional  convention,  they  laid  hold 
upon  ];>ower  whic^  they  now  exercise;  that  results  of  such  a  study  be  prepared  in 
pamphlet  form  and  distributed  to  the  affiliated  organizations  and  given  such  other 
form  of  publicity  as  may  be  deemed  advisable;  and  that  legal  counsel  be  consulted 
so  that  an  adequate  measure  may  be  prepared  and  introduced  in  Congress 
which  will  prevent  any  invasion  of  the  rights  and  prerogratives  of  the  legislative 
brandb  of  our  government  by  the  judiciary." 

The  E.  C.  m  its  meeting  at  Atlantic  City,  July  23-28,  referred  the  subject  to  the 
officers  to  carry  into  effect.  It  has  been  found  impossible  thus  far  to  have  prepared  a 
draft  of  a  bill  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  but  the  study  and  digest  of  the  subject  have 
been  made  and  published  in  pamphlet  form  and  distributed  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
affiliated  organizations  throughout  the  country  as  directed  by  the  St.  Paul  Convention. 
Copies  will  also  be  placed  on  the  desks  of  the  delegates  to  this  convention. 

The  studv  and  digest  were  made  by  Mr.  Jackson  H.  Ralston  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
the  attorney  for  the  A.  F.  of  L.  The  remedies  he  suggests  are  made  part  of  this  report  as 
fdlows: 

Suggested  Remedies 

If  I  am  correct  in  what  has  so  far  been  written  the  state  judiciary  and  the 
judiciary  of  the  United  States  should  be  placed  upon  one  common  basis,  and 
my  first  proposition  would  be : 

Tke  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and  state  and  national  courts  gener^ 
aUy  shall  heme  no  power  to  pass  upon  the  constitutionality  of  congressional  enact- 
ments, and  the  courts  of  the  respective  states  shall  have  no  power  to  pass  upon  the 
consHtutidncUity  of  the  enactments  of  their  respective  legislatures;  except  so  far  as 
they  are  contrary  to  the  National  Constitution  or  to  national  laws  or  treaties,  which 
are  given  constitutional  recognition. 
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The  arguments  in  favor  of  this  proposition  have  been  sufficiently  developed 
in  what  has  already  been  said.  Some  of  the  counter-arguments  may  be  briefly 
referred  to. 

It  is  urged  that  this  proposition  would  place  too  great  a  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  kgi^tive  bodies — a  power  which  might  be  exerds^  by  them  to  tb& 
prejudice  ot  public  and  private  rights.  To  this  it  is  to  be  answered  that  the 
proposition  is  not  without  precedent;  that,  judged  by  their  standards  of  principle 
which  in  their  essence,  whatever  may  be  their  special  forms  do  not,  so  far  differ 
from  our  own  as  to  make  their  experience  inapplicable,  England  with  an  unwritten 
constitution,  and  Prance,  Germany  and  Switzerland  wi&  written  constitutions, 
have  not  suffered  from  the  fact  that  in  none  of  them  can  the  courts  review  or 
question  their  highest  legislative  acts,  although  in  Germany  and  Switzerland 
(federated  governments)  the  highest  courts  may  review  the  constitutionality 
of  the  acts  oi  inferior  governments. 

It  is  urged  that,  though  it  be  admitted  that  on  every  great  occasion 
the  Supreme  Court  has  failed  to  reach  a  safe  determination  on  large  public  ques- 
tions as  touching  their  constitutionality,  nevertheless,  the  existence  of  the  power 
has  restrained  Congress  and  the  several  legislatures  from  indulging  in  many  other 
tiungs  which  would  have  been  clearly  and  pronouncedly  violative  of  the  con- 
stitution; that,  for  instance.  Congress  might  declare  itself  to  be  the  sole  fountain 
of  government  and  entirely  reverse  our  constitutional  forms  were  it  not  restrained 
by  fear  of  Supreme  Court  action. 

This  is  one  of  the  things  which  we  may  regard  as  conceivable  but  presenting 
no  objection  of  practical  importance.  Today  the  President  is  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  We  might  as  well  assume  that  because  he  possesses 
this  enormous  power  he  will  employ  it  to  constitute  himself  a  dktator.  The 
fact  is  that  we  have  no  right  to  believe  that  a  majority  of  Congress,  or,  if  the 
President  withheld  his  approval,  two-thirds  of  both  houses  will  unite  deliberately 
to  set  aside  a  constitution  which  has  been  adopted  by  and  received  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  people  for  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  3rears. 

There  are  certain  other  assumptions  which  we  have  a  right  to  make  which 
may  be  indulged  in  to  support  the  belief  that  the  suggestion  now  made  would 
result  in  probably  better  observances  of  the  constitution  by  the  legislature  than 
now  is  practiced.  Today  Congress  and  the  state  legislatures  are  tempted  to  pass 
unconstitutional  acts  on  the  theory  that  there  is  no  telling  what  the  Supreme 
Court  may  say  about  them  and  that  the  final  responsibility  rests  with 
that  organ  of  the  government.  Responsibility  breeds  care,  and  in  the  United 
States  increasing  care  will  be  exercised  in  the  preparation  and  passing  of  measures 
once  Congress  or  a  legi^ature  shall  thoroughly  feel  that  there  is  to  be  no  shifting 
of  responsibility  for  wrongful  acts.  The  present  tendency  of  legislation,  even 
under  the  system  or  want  of  it,  existing  in  the  United  States  is  toward  the  per- 
fection of  legislation  before  its  enactment.  This  is  illustrated  by  the  growth  of 
legislative  reference  bureaus  in  half  a  dozen  or  more  states. 

My  second  proposition  is: 

The  Supreme  Court  shell  retain  its  jurisdiction  to  declare  unconstitutional 
acts  of  executive  and  inferior  judicial  powers  in  excess  of  legislative  authority  and 
like  urisdiction  over  acts  of  state  legislatures^  including  acts  of  commtssions;  and 
the  stat^  courts  shall  possess  and  retain  power  to  pass  upon  the  constitutionality 
of  the  acts  of  counties,  cities,  towns  and  administrators  of  whatever  nature. 

Our  very  cohesiveness  as  a  nation  depends  upon  the  existence  of  some 
national  reviewing  authority  covering  the  instrumentalities  subordinate  to  the 
central  power,  this  alike  in  the  interest  of  good  order  and  good  administration. 
Witiin  the  radius  of  its  jtuisdiction  a  like  reviewing  authority  must  exist  within 
the  several  states.  We  have  found  it  impracticable  nationally  that  Congress  should 
assume  and  exercise  this  power,  and  for  other  reasons,  though  not  of  the  same 
marked  importance,  the  general  rule  may  properly  extend  to  the  states. 
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My  third  proposition  is: 

Thai  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Untied  States,  in  the  exercise  of  its  jurisdiction 
to  declare  an  act  of  the  state  legislature  or  of  any  state  or  federal  agency  including 
the  judiciary,  to  be  unconstitutional,  shall  only  do  so  by  the  acquiescence  of  con- 
siderably  more  than  a  bare  majority  of  its  members;  that,  for  instance,  ihree-fourths 
of  the  entire  membership  of  the  courts  should  concur  to  such  end,  and  the  like  require' 
ments  shall  hold  as  to  ike  highest  courts  of  the  states. 

This  proposition  finds  a  certain  precedent  in  the  constitution  of  Ohio, 
adopted  in  1912,  and  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Ohio  Constitution,  Article  IV.— Judicial— Sec.  2.  ...  No  law  shall 
be  held  unconstitutional  and  void  by  the  Supreme  Court  without  the  concur- 
rence of  at  least  all  but  one  of  the  judges,  except  in  the  affirmance  of  a  judg- 
ment of  the  court  of  appeals  declaring  a  law  unconstitutional  and  void."     .     .     . 

Its  justification  is  to  be  found,  if  any  were  needed,  in  numberless  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  Repeatedly  we  have  been  told  by 
the  Supreme  Court  that  the  power  to  declare  an  act  of  Congress  unconstitutional 
is  a  power  of  such  gravity  that  it  should  only  be  exercised  where  there  is  no  reason- 
able doubt  of  its  application;  that  all  questions  of  doubt  were  to  be  solved  in 
favor  of  the  legislative  act.  Mtei  having  declared  this  princijple,  so  salutary 
if  the  Supreme  Court  were  to  exercise  the  power  at  all,  the  most  impOTtant  state 
and  national  laws  have  been  struck  down  by  a  vote  of  five  to  fotir.  We  are 
left  to  conceive  if  we  may  that  a  constitutional  proposition  is  free  from  doubt 
when  five  men  only  out  of  nine — a  bare  majority — are  able  to  unite  in  saying 
that  unconstitutionality  exists.  In  the  case  of  jury  trials,  twelve  men  upon  a 
(Question  of  fact  involving  small  amounts  of  property  are  required  to  unite. 
Why  a  materially  different  rule  should  be  adopted  as  to  a  question  of  fundar 
mental  law  is  not  readily  apparent. 

I  shall  next  proceed,  departing,  perhaps,  from  the  strict  letter  of  my  theme, 
to  say  that: 

Coupled  with  the  foregoing  reforms,  I  think  there  should  go  hand  in  hand  the 
initiaUoe  and  referendum,  proportional  representation  and  the  preferential  ballot. 

Without  these  reforms  our  constitutional  government,  including  also  methods 
of  attaining  justice,  will  lack  much  of  completeness.  ^ 

We  need  the  initiative  and  referendum  so  that  legislative  sins,  both  of  odlis- 
sion  (corrected  by  the  initiative)  and  commission  (corrected  by  tlie  referendum) 
may  be  promptly  corrected. 

The  remark  of  Bryce  (The  American  Commonwealth,  Chapter  23)  that, 
"The  Swiss  habit  of  constantly  recurring  to  popular  vote  (the  initiative  and 
referendum)  makes  it  less  necessary  .to  restrain  the  legislature  by  a  permanently 
enacted  instrument,"  has  ample  justification. 

We  need  proportional  representation  for  another  reason  and  to  meet  another 
objection  tirged  by  those  who  are  devoted  to  the  preservation  of  the  powers  now 
held  by  the  judiciary.  It  is  insisted  that  if  the  legislature  be  unrestricted  by 
judicial  action,  there  is  danger  of  oppression  by  a  ntmierical  majority  controlling 
in  the  legislature.  While  the  danger  urged  is,  in  my  judgment,  largely  theoretical, 
and  while  the  makers  of  the  objection  ignore  the  fact  at  present  through  the 
action  of  the  judiciary,  the  rights  of  the  majority  are  repeatedly  held  subservient 
to  those  of  a  very  small  minority ;  even  this  colorable  objection  should  be  met, 
as  far  as  possible.  Under  proportional  representation  any  considerable  section 
of  the  commtmity,  whether  it  be  set  apart  by  wealth  or  religion  or  color,  or  any 
other  of  the  factors  which  serve  to  divide  human  life,  may,  by  uniting,  send  its 
share  of  representatives  to  the  legislature  to  be  present  to  protect  the  interests 
and  well-being  of  those  for  ^diom  they  stand,  and  the  danger  of  oppressive  legis- 
lation will  be  minimized  to  the  vanishing  point.  At  the  same  time,  through  the 
preferential  baHot,  we  may  obtain,  in  executive  capacities,  men  who  represent 
the  majority  of  the  people,  a  condition  not  now  prevailing  when  often  a  presi- 
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dent,  to  sa^  nothing  of  the  ma3ror  of  a  town,  may  be  the  dioke  of  the  minority 
of  his  constituents. 

It  has  seemed  impossible  within  a  short  compass  to  answer  the  questions 
put  to  me  by  the  B.  C.  of  the  Federation,  and  even  if  a  formal  answer  might  have 
been  quickly  given,  it  has  been  necessary  to  justify  the  faith  within  us.  This 
I  have  hon^tly  sought  to  do,  and  a  study  of  the  question  has  convinced  me  that 
the  B.  C.  now  has  before  it  one  of  the  gravest  fundamental  questions  with  which 
it  will  have  to  deal — the  preservation  of  truly  democratic  government  against 
what  has  often  been  called  "Aristocracy  of  the  Robe." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

Jackson  H.  Rai«ston. 

Washington,  D.  C,  May,  1919. 

The  entire  subject  is  now  before  this  convention. 

CORONADA  COAL  COMPANY  vs.  UNITED  MINE  WORKERS  OF  AMERICA 

A  decision  has  just  been  rendered  which  makes  necessary  once  more  a  review  of  this 
case,  the  facts  of  which  as  they  had  then  developed  were  presented  by  the  Executive 
Council  to  the  St.  Paul  (1918)  Convention.  On  July  25,  1914,  A.  S.  Dowd,  the  receiver 
for  nine  coal  corporations,  brought  action  against  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America 
diaxging  that  the  organizations  since  1898  had  been  in  a  gigantic  conspiracy  with  union 
operators  to  interfere  with  the  production  and  commerce  of  the  corporations  that  fol- 
lowed a  non-union  policy  by  means  of  strikes  and  attendant  violence. 

A  local  strike  of  miners  in  Arkansas  gave  rise  to  the  case.  The  Bache-Denman  Coal 
Company  alleged  that  they  were  damaged  by  reason  of  the  strike  and  that  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  conspired  to  prevent  the  operation  of  their 
mines  and  the  ^pment  of  their  coal  in  interstate  commerce.  A  demurrer  was  sustained 
to  this  complaint  by  the  federal  judge  of  the  district  court.  An  api)eal  was  made  to  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  but  that  court  held  that  the  complaint  was  good  and  remanded 
it  for  trial.  In  its  opinion,  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  took  the  position  that  a  labor 
union  although  unincorporated,  could  be  sued  in  its  union  name.  This  opinion  of  the 
judge  is  without  precedent.  We  reported  this  decision  to  the  19 16  convention. 

The  trial  took  place  before  Judge  Elliott.  After  the  jury  had  been  out  about  forty- 
eight  hours  they  were  called  before  the  court  and  instructed  by  the  Judge: 

^  "Now,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  this  is  a  pretty  serious  situation  and  I  want  to 

say  to  you  that  the  court  has  no  thought  at  all  of  discharging  you.  You  were 
sworn  upon  your  oaths  to  do  your  duty  as  jtux>rs.  In  the  opinion  of  the  cotirt 
there  is  no  reason  on  earth  why  reasonable  men  with  due  regard  for  right,  and  each 
having  due  respect  and  consideration  for  the  other's  opinion,  should  not  arrive 
at  a  conclusion  in  this  case.  What  would  be  a  fortune  to  either  of  you  or  I  has 
already  been  spent  and  a  failure  to  render  justice  in  this  and  others  is  what  brings 
the  courts  into  contempt.  I  say  this  to  you  that  you  may  understand  the  serious- 
ness of  your  situation.  The  facts  in  this  case  have  got  to  be  found  by  a  jury. 
Another  jury  will  have  no  better  opportunity  of  knowing  what  these  facts  are 
or  be  in  any  better  position  tp  determine  these  facts  than  you,  and  it  is  your  duty 
as  jurors  under  your  oaths  to  get  together  and  return  a  verdict. 

"Now  the  Federal  Courts  recognize  the  right  of  this  court  under  these  cir- 
cumstances to  say  what  this  court  believes  in  relation  to  the  facts  in  this  case, 
and  3rou  are  advised  that  this  court  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  facts  in  this  .case 
justify  you  in  the  conclusion,  overwhelmingly,  that  it  was  the  policy  and  there- 
fore tiie  agreement  for  years  of  this  national  organization  to  prevent  mining  of 
non-bunion  coal  for  the  unlawful  purposes  named  in  this  complaint  that  it  might 
not  come  into  competition  with  union  mined  coal;  that  there  is  no  question  in  this 
court's  mind  but  that  that  strike  was  ordered  down  there  for  that  purpose  to 
prevent  the  mining  of  non-^mion  coal  in  these  plsdntifif's  mines;  that  the  strike 
was  called  by  those  who  were  the  instrumentality  of  the  greater  orgamzation,  the 
general  organization,  the  defendants  and  their  act  was  its  act,  and  that  they  put 
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into  modem  the  force  that  destroyed  this  property,  and  that  that  force  was  put 
into  motion  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  mming  of  that  coal,  the  shipping 
of  that  coal,  the  running  of  these  mines.  Why,  this  court  has  not  a  thought 
that  there  would  ever  have  been  any  trouble  there  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  pre- 
vention of  the  mming  of  notMinion  coal.  Now,  that  is  the  judgment  of  this 
court,  and  if  it  were  my  duty  to  decide  it  I  would  decide  it  here.  Now  you  are 
not  bound  by  my  opinion.  I  have  a  right  to  give  3rou  my  judgment,  however. 
You  are  the  sole  and  exclusive  judges  of  the  facts  and  it  is  for  you  to  determine 
these  issues  of  fact  independent  of  my  judgment  and  this  court  believes  you  ought 
to  determine  it  and  under  your  oaths  as  jurors  agree  upon  a  verdict. 

"If  there  is  any  question  about  the  law  on  the  reqxmsibility  for  this,  responsi- 
bility of  the  greater  organization,  that  is  for  the  higher  court  to  say,  but  you  can 
not  reach  it  until  you  have  done  your  duty— 3rou  are  the  stumblmg  block  in  the 
way  and  this  whole  time  is  wasted.  Now  after  I  have  said  what  I  have,  I  am 
going  to  say  that  /  have  no  thougfU  of  discharging  you,  you  must  return  a  verdict 
in  this  case.  You  are  amply  qui^fied  to  do  the  right  thing  as  you  see  it,  and  as 
it  should  be  done  and  the  thought  of  the  court  is  that  no  other  jury  will  ever 
be  better  prepared  to  render  a  verdict  than  you  and  to  separate  without  a  verdict 
will  be  to  have  rendered  all  this  expense  of  all  this  trial  for  naught— make  it  neces- 
sary to  go  all  over  the  ground  again  with  no  better  opportunity  on  the  part  of 
the  jury  in  the  box  when  it  has  all  been  done,  to  do  the  right  thing  than  you  have 
now,  no  advantage,  none  in  the  world.  You  see  the  importance  of  the  situation 
and  I  now  urge  you  with  the  idea  of  doing  the  right  thing  and  putting  this  matter 
in  that  condition  that  a  trial  of  the  case  with  a  legitimate  end,  in  which  a  verdict 
of  the  jury  will  place.  And  with  a  knowledge  and  feeling  of  responsibility  and 
that  that  responsibility  is  with  3rou,  that  you  now  return  to  your  jury  rooms 
and  bring  in  a  verdict." 

Continuing  the  report  of  the  case  we  informed  the  St.  Paul  Convention  that  the  jury 
of  the  federal  district  court  at  Port  Smith,  Arkansas,  rendered  a  verdict  of  $200,000  damages 
against  the  United  Mme  Workers  of  America  and  that  under  the  i)rovisions  of  the  Sherman 
Anti-Trust  Law  this  amount  was  automatically  trebled.  The  officers  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  appealed  to  the  Pedersd  Circuit'Court  of  Appeals  from  the  ver- 
dict of  the  district  court.  The  court  requested  an  appealed  bond  amounting  to  $800,000, 
a  requirement  which  was  met. 

The  Executive  Council  in  its  report  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention  stated  that  "it  is 
earnestly  hoped  that  the  higher  court  reverses  the  decision  and  award  reached"  and 
made  the  following  additionad  comment: 

"It  should  be.  borne  in  mind  that  the  case  was  brought  tmder  the  provisions 
of  the  Sherman  Antir>Trust  Law,  and  not  as  modified  by  the  labor  provisions  of 
the  Clayton  Anti-Trust  Law." 

The  Federal  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals,  however,  did  not  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
lower  court  but  sustained  it  in  a  decision  handed  down  on  May  1.  A  decision  now  rendered 
by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  of  the  Eight  Circuit  renders  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  liable  for  damages  amotmting  to  $625,000.  The  District  Court  in  19 1 7  awarded 
the  mine  owners  interest  from  the  day  of  the  alleged  destruction  of  property  to  the  dayof 
trial,  which  would  have  placed  an  extra  burden  of  $120,000  upon  the  mine  workers.  The 
Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  on  May  1  reversed  the  District  Court  on  the  question  of  interest 

The  United  Mine  Workers  contended: 

"First,  That  an  unincorporated  labor  union  is  irresponsible  in  the  eyes  of 
the  law  and  can  not  be  held  liable  in  damages  for  the  acts  of  its  members. 

"Second,  That  the  Bache-Denman  strike  and  alleged  riot  was  a  purely  local 
affair  with  which  the  international  organization  of  the  mine  workers  had  nothing 
to  do. 

"Third,  That  the  union  rules  forbade  violence  by  the  members  and  that  if 
members  of  the  union  had  disobeyed  these  rules  the  union  was  not  responsible." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


102  BBPORT  OF  PBOOEEDiMaS 

A  complete  copy  of  the  decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  was  not  available 
when  this  report  was  prepared,  consequently,  we  are  unable  to  report  the  full  text  of  llie 
Cotul's  decision.  Printed  copies  were  not  available  nor  would  the  Clerk  of  the  Court 
allow  a  copy  to  be  made  previous  to  the  same  being  officially  printed. 

The  appeal  was  heard  by  Judges  Trieber  and  Hook,  who  disagreed,  the  latter  holding 
that  a  new  trial  should  be  grated.  The  disagreeing  judges  then  called  in  Judge  Sanborn 
who  presides  in  that  circuit,  and  he  held  with  Judge  Trieber  which  affiims  the  judgment 
of  the  lower  court.  Even  in  this  opinion  it  is  held  that  District  Judge  Elliott  enred  in 
adding  to  the  verdict  an  amount  of  interest  figured  from  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the 
mines  to  the  return  of  the  verdict  As  this  was  trebled  by  him  (under  the  Shennan  Act) 
the  amount  of  their  judgment  which  the  receivers'  of  the  coal  companies  must  release 
is  about  $130,000. 

Not  knowing  what  the  dissenting  opinion  of  Judge  Hook  is  nor  upon  what  features 
of  the  appeal  he  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  Court,  we  are  unable 
to  express  an  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  we  may  hope  for  a  reversal  of  this  decision  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Your  Executive  Council  has  been  officially  informed  by  the  officers  of  the  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America  that  an  appeal  will  be  immediately  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  and  that  the  case  will  be  diligently  prosecuted  through  the  court  of 
last  resort  In  our  opinion  this  should  be  done  because  the  effect  of  this  decision  is  far- 
reaching  and  of  vital  importance  to  the  organized  labor  movement  of  America.  If  the 
decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  affirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  and 
stands  as  a  principle  of  law,  the  existence  of  every  national  and  international  union  is 
endangered. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  that  this  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
authorize  the  Executive  Council  to  cooperate  with  the  officers  of  the  United  Mine  Workers 
of  America  and  render  such  assistance  as  may  lie  within  their  power  in  appealing  from  the 
decision  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

LABOR  POLITICAL  POUCY 

With  independent  p<^tical  labor  activity  engaging  attention  in  a  number  of  localities 
during  the  year,  the  views  of  President  Gompers  were  sought  by  a  great  many  members 
of  the  labor  movement  In  December  President  Gompers  took  advantage  of  a  gathering 
of  the  committees  on  health  insurance  and  reconstruction  to  express  his  views  on  the  ques- 
tion of  political  policy.  A  number  of  representative  men  and  women  of  labor  were  invited 
to  meet  with  the  members  of  these  two  committees  in  New  York  City  on  December  9,  1918. 

The  address  delivered  by  President  Gompers  at  that  time  was  later  considered  by  ^e 
Executive  Council  and  endorsed  by  the  Council  as  expressing  the  views  of  the  Council. 
The  address  is  therefore  presented  here  in  full  as  follows: 

President  Gompers*  Address 

And  now,  a  consideration  of  the  subject  I  have  in  mind  and  for  which  I  have 
asked  the  gentlemen  of  the  committees  and  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  labor  to 
participate  in  this  conference. 

In  the  last  few  weeks  there  have  been  published  certain  situations  which  exist 
and  certain  movements  which  were  about  to  be  inaugtu^ted.  In  a  few  of  the 
cities  that  situation  and  that  movement  have  become  accentuated.  In  Chicago, 
New  York  City,  and  two  or  three  other  places  the  labor  movement  has  expressed 
itself  through  die  central  bodies  in  favor  of  the  formation  of  a  political  labor  party. 

No  man  has  the  right  to  look  upon  such  a  move  lightly,  or  without  deep  con- 
sideration or  deep  concern.  Either  the  proposed  movement  about  to  be  inaugu- 
rated for  the  establishment  of  a  political  labor  party  is  good,  or  it  is  bad.  Either  it  is 
advantageous  or  it  is  injurious,  and  the  purpose  of  my  asking  that  we  meet  this 
afternoon  is  to  present  to  you  some  facts  upon  that  subject 

You  who  were  in  the  movement  of  long  ago  will  remember  thaV  to  which  I 
refer.    We  had  in  the  United  States  a  fairly  growing  labor  movement  of  some  trade 
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unionists  in  some  form  of  a  federation  called  the  National  Labor  Union.  That 
organization  went  along,  inspired  good  spirit  and  activity  among  the  workers, 
and  then  called  a  national  convention  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  a  president 
of  fht  United  States.  That  convention  met  and  nominated  Justice  David  Davis, 
a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stat^  as  its  candidate  forpresident 
and  after  nominating  Mr.  Davis  adjourned  and  never  met  again,  liie  trade 
unions  then  in  existence  fell  off  in  membership  until  the  organizations  became  very 
weak  and  ineffective.  Some  organizations  fell  by  the  wa3rside.  Labor  was  in  a 
most  deplorable  condition,  without  opportunity  for  defense  and  robbed  entirely 
of  any  power  to  press  forward  its  rightful  claims. 

'  In  1885-1886,  after  a  few  years  of  precarious  eariy  existence,  the  A.  P.  of  L. 
tried  to  build  up  and  extend  its  influence  and  organize  liie  workers  into  their 
unions. 

In  1884  the  A.  P.  of  L.  declared  for  the  introduction  of  the  eight-hour  work- 
day. May  1,  1886.  It  proposed  negotiations  with  the  employers  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  that  high  purpose.  The  movement  gained  great  impetus  and  large 
advantages  followed,  but  on  May  2  or  3,  1886,  a  bomb  was  thrown  at  a  meeting 
which  was  being  held  at  Hajmiarket  Square,  Chicago,  which  killed  and  maimed 
more  than  twenty  policemen.  The  meeting  was  supposed  to  have  been  held  in 
the  interest  of  the  eight-hour  movement.  The  wratii  of  the  people  which  was 
aroused  against  those  in  charge  of  the  Haymarket  meeting  gave  the  eight-hour 
day  a  severe  blow  and  set-back.  However,  the  eight-hour  day  was  secured  for 
the  workers  in  several  industries  and  a  reduction  in  the  hours  of  labor  from  16  to 
12  or  from  12  to  10  became  almost  tmiversal  in  the  United  States.  But  the  eight- 
hour  movement  as  such  was  destroyed  for  the  time  being. 

Due  in  part  to  that  incident  and  to  the  resentment  of  the  workers  because 
th^  had  lost  so  much  that  they  could  have  obtained  and  due  to  certain  local  con- 
ditions, political  rather  than  economic,  in  various  cities  the  local  movement  under- 
took poUtical  campaigns  and  organized  a  p<^tical  party  in  Chicago,  Milwaukee, 
St  Louis,  Boston  and  New  York.  This  resulted  in  the  organized  labor  movement 
of  New  York  City  launching  into  a  campaign  which  nominated  Henry  George  as 
mayor  of  the  city.  It  was  my  privilege  to  enter  into  that  campaign  with  the  men 
(there  are  a  few  of  them  in  this  room  now)  who  were  active  at  the  time.  I  aided 
to  the  very  best  of  my  ability.  Henry  George  received  68,000  votes  and  came 
very  near  election.  Some  claim  that  he  was  really  elected,  but  that  in  the  last 
hours  many  of  the  supporters  of  Theodore  Roosevelt  who  was  the  mayoralty 
candidate  of  the  Republican  party  abandoned  him  and  cast  their  votes  for  Abra- 
ham S.  Hewitt  who  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  mayor. 

After  the  campaign  dosed  and  the  election  was  held,  the  movement  took  on 
another  phase.  It  was  called  the  Progressive  Labor  Pwiy.  They  admitted  to 
member^p  not  only  the  men  of  organized  labor  but  what  had  populariy  be^i 
called  by  a  gr^t  many  the  "brain  with  brawn"  or  "brain  with  labor."  The  cam- 
paign was  carried  on  with  such  scandalous  results,  that  nearly  all  the  men  of  labor 
who  had  some  self-respect  had  to  hold  themselves  in  the  background  for  fear  that 
they  might  be  besmirched  with  the  incidents  which  occurred  in  the  campaign. 

A  man,  an  extremely  rich  man,  in  business  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  the 
time,  was  induced  to  bea>me  the  candidate  for  ma3ror  as  the  representative  of  labor. 
I  think  it  was  Mr.  Coogan,  a  man  engaged  in  the  furniture  business.  Mr.  Coogan 
had,  I  was  informed,  wonderful  experience  in  financial  transactions  of  which  he 
was  not  entirely  and  fully  aware  until  it  was  all  over.  By  the  way,  there  was  a 
popular  phrase  which  came  into  effect  right  at  that  time,  "Wass  ist  loos  mit 
Coogan."     (What  is  the  matter  with  Coogan.) 

I  mention  these  things  of  otu:  own  country,  and  now  I  want  to  mention  a  few 
things  of  other  countries  of  which  I  have  been  a  personal,  intimate,  and  close 
observer. 

In  Germany,  the  trade  union  movement  having  been  dissolved  by  Bismark 
and  the  organizations  of  labor  not  having  the  right  to  exist,  went  to  its  death  for 
the  time.    Then  when  there  was  a  slight  moderation  of  that  order,  the  trade  union 
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n^ovement  of  that  country  was  org:anized  from  the  top  down.  There  were  execu- 
tive officers  who  imposed  their  will  upon  the  rank  and  file.  There  was  no  democ- 
racy of  administration,  of  construction,  or  of  the  right  of  the  membership  to  deter- 
mine policies.  Benefits  were  paid  by  the  officers  of  the  general  organization. 
These  officers  had  the  power  to  determine  whether  the  wotkers  were  entitled  to 
the  insurance  and  other  benefits.  It  was  a  matter  of  power  vested  in  the  execu- 
tives. You  can  imagine  how  necessary  it  was  for  the  rank  and  file  to  endeavor  to 
curry  favor  with  the  executives  in  order  that  they  might  not  be  discriminated 
against  unfairly. 

In  1905  I  was  in  Hamburg  and  Bremen,  in  consultation  with  tl^e  officers  of 
the  general  labor  movement  of  Germany,  among  whom  were  Legien  and  Von 
Elm.  They  were  not  permitted  to  hold  public  meetings  dealing  with  anv  subject 
cdffecting  labor  or  the  government  Before  I  reached  there  Mr.  Von  Elm,  with 
whom  I  had  been  in  correspondence  because  he  belonged  to  the  Cigaimakers' 
International  Union  here,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  invited  me  to  deliver  an  address 
in  German  in  a  public  meeting  before  five  or  ten  thousand  persons,  but  it  was 
necessary  for  me  to  address  ^em  in  German  because  an  address  in  any  other 
language  but  German  would  not  be  permitted.  I  could  speak  and  read  German 
but  I  did  not  feel  competent  to  deliver  an  address  in  the  German  language  before 
a  gathering  of  five  or  ten  thousand  people.  I  was  afraid  of  my  own  weakness  and 
that  possibly  by  reason  of  grammatical  errors  some  might  say:  "Well,  U  he  can 
not  speak  he  ought  not  try  to  speak  to  us,"  and  thereby  discount  ansrthing  I  might 
say.  Therefore,  I  declined'  it.  They  agreed,  however,  to  call  a  social  gathering. 
Invitations  were  sent  out  to  132  people  to  attend.  The  full  number  responded. 
I  spoke  to  them  in  the  German  language,  but  the  meeting  was  secret  Hie  unions 
were  struggling  for  the  right  to  meet  as  unions  and  to  have  the  guarantee  of  the  law 
for  their  legal  right  to  maintain  their  organization?  and  to  hold  such  meetings; 
in  other  words,  the.  right  of  free  association.  I  had  the  assurance  of  Von  Elm, 
Legien  and  others  that  the  Socialist  political  party  of  Germany  denied  the  demand 
made  by  the  trade  unions  to  work  to  secure  from  the  government  a  law  guarantee- 
ing the  workers  the  right  to  organize  as  a  free  association  of  workers.  The  Social- 
ist political  party  of  Germany,  which  is  the  only  political  party  claiming  to  be  the 
workmen's  party,  denied  the  union  labor  movement  of  Germany  the  right  to  take 
political  action  in  order  to  secure  the  lawful  right  for  its  existence. 

The  French  organized  labor  movement  is  not  extensive.  Some  of  the  most 
completely  organized  unions  are  wholly  out  of  touch  with  the  Confederation 
Generale  du  Travail^  that  is,  the  French  Federation  of  Labor,  because  they  want 
to  exercise  their  individual  right  of  trade  unionism  and  trade  union  action.  To 
the  Inter- Allied  I^bor  Conference  in  London  in  September,  there  came  a  delega- 
tion from  France  of  three  or  four  men  representing  the  French  Federation  of  Labor 
and  then  a  delegation  of  about  seven,  eight  or  ten  representing  the  majority 
Socialist  party  of  France  and  about  that  same  number  representing  the  minority 
Socialist  party.'  The  vote  of  the  delegation  was  divided  between  the  majority 
and  minority  Sodcdist  party  and  the  French  Federation  of  Labor.  The  politicsd 
party  dominates  the  trade  union  movement  of  France. 

In  England  there  is  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress,  the  British  Federation 
of  Trade  Unions,  and  the  Labor  Party.  For  the  discussion  of  business  when  the 
conventions  of  either  party  are  not  in  session,  they  meet  jointly  in  conference 
through  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  and 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Labor  Party.  Quite  a  number  of  the  members 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Labor  Party,  and  quite  a  number  of  them  who  h(^d  their  seats  in  Parlia-' 
ment  are  members  of  the  Labor  Party.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Labor  Party  dominates  the  entire  movement  of  England. 

At  a  conference  held  at  Derby,  England,  in  September,  1918,  the  executive 
officers  of  the  Labor  Party  presided  and  dominated  the  proceedings.  And  all  the 
time  that  I  was  in  England  I  never  heard  of  a  phrase  like  this:  "The  British  Trade 
Union  movement  and  the  Labor  Party."    I  never  heard  it  said:    "The  Parlia- 
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mentary  Committee  of  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  and  the  Ezecuttve  Com- 
mittee of  the  Labor  Party."  It  was  alwajrs  the  Labor  Party  and  the  Trade  Union 
Congress.    The  Labor  Pairty  of  England  dominates  the  labor  movement  of  England . 

When  the  Inter-Allied  Labor  Conference  opened  in  London,  S^tember  17, 
early  in  the  morning  there  were  sent  over  to  my  room  at  the  hotel  cards  which 
were  intended  to  be  the  credential  cards  for  our  ddegation  to  sign  and  hand  in  as 
our  credentials.  The  card  read  something  like  this:  "The  undersigned  is  a  duly 
accredited  delegate  to  the  Inter-Allied  Sooalist  Conference  to  be  held  at  London/' 
etc.,  and  giving  the  dates. 

I  refused  to  sign  my  name,  or  permit  my  name  to  be  put  upon  any  card  of  that 
character.  My  associates  were  as  indignant  as  I  was  and  refused  to  sign  any  sudi 
credential.  We  went  to  the  hall  where  the  conference  was  to  be  held.  There  was 
a  young  lady  at  the  door.  When  we  made  an  effort  to  enter  she  asked  for  our 
cards.  We  said  we  had  no  cards  to  present  "Well,"  the  answer  came,  "you 
can  not  be  admitted."  We  replied:  "That  may  be  true,  we  can  not  be  admitted, 
but  we  will  not  sign  any  such  card.  We  have  our  credentials  written  out,  signed, 
and  sealed,  and  will  present  them  to  any  committee  of  the  conference  for  scrutiny 
and  recommendation,  but  we  are  not  going  to  sign  such  a  card." 

Mr.  Charles  Bowerman,  Secretary  of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the 
British  Trade  Union  Congress,  at  that  moment  emerged  from  the  door.  He  asked 
why  we  had  not  entered.  I  told  him  the  situation  and  he  persuaded  the  3^ung 
lady  to  permit  us  to  pass  in.  We  entered  the  hall  and  presented  our  credentials. 
Mr.  James  Sexton,  officer  and  representative  of  the  Dodcers'  Union  of  Liverpool, 
arose  and  called  the  attenticm  of  the  conference  to  this  situation,  and  declared  that 
the  A.  P.  of  L.  delegates  refused  to  sign  any  such  document  He  said  that  it  was 
not  an  Inter-Allied  SodaliBl  Conference  but  an  Inter-Allied  Socialist  and  Labor 
Conference. 

Mr.  Arthur  Henderson,  of  the  Labor  Party, 'made  an  explanation  something 
to  this  effect,  if  my  memoiy  serves  me: 

"It  is  reiEdly  regrettable  that  such  an  error  should  have  been  made,  but  it  has 
been  made.  It  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  old  card  of  credentials  whidi  had  been 
used  in  former  conferences  was  sent  to  the  printer,  no  one  paying  any  attention 
to  it,  and  thinking  it  was  all  right" 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  the  significance  of  that  explanation.  That  is, 
that  the  trade  union  movement  of  Great  Britain  was  represented  at  these  former 
conferences,  but  at  this  conference  the  importance  of  Labor  was  regarded  as  so 
insignificant  that  everybody  took  it  for  {pranted  that  it  was  perfectly  all  right  to 
have  the  credential  card  read,  "Inter-AUied  Socialist  Conference,"  and  wi&  the 
omission  of  this  more  important  term  "Labor." 

The  fact  is  that  an  independent  political  labor  party  becomes  either  radical, 
so-called,  or  else  reactionary,  but  it  is  primarily  devoted  to  one  thing  and  that  is 
vote-getting.  Every  sail  is  trimmed  to  the  getting  of  votes.  The  question  of  the 
conditions  of  Labor,  the  question  of  the  st^idards  of  Labor,  the  question  of  the 
struggles  and  the  sacrifices  of  Labor,  to  bring  light  into  the  lives  and  the  work  of 
the  tdlers— all  that  is  subordinated  to  the  one  consideration  of  votes  for  the  party. 

I  have  read  the  fourteen  points  which  have  been  formulated  for  the  proposed 
Labor  Party  here.  Is  there  one  of  them  of  an  essential  character  to  the  interests 
and  welfare  of  the  working  people  of  the  United  States  which  is  not  contained  in  the 
curriculum,  the  work  and  the  principles  of  the  bona  fide  labor  movement  of  our 
country? 

\^ch  movement,  economic  or  political,  in  any  cotmtry  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  has  brought  more  hope  and  encouragement,  more  real  advantage,  to  the 
working  people  than  the  trade  tmion  movement  of  America  has  brought  to  the 
wage-earning  masses  of  our  country? 

The  organization  of  a  politicid  labor  party  would  simply  mean  the  dividing 
of  the  activities  and  allegiance  of  the  men  and  women  of  labor  between  two  bodies, 
such  as  would  often  come  in  conflict 

In  the  British  Ttade  Union  Congress  at  Derby  there  were  divergent  views. 
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There  were  four  different  pomts  of  view  upon  one  subject  before  the  Congress. 
In  order  to  try  to  unite  the  thought  a  committee  of  four  was  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  to  bring  in  some  agreed  proposition  and  recommendation  for 
adoption  by  the  Congress.  In  the  course  of  a  few  dajrs  the  committee  reported 
a  resolution.  For  the  purpose  of  conserving  time  the  four  members  of  the  com- 
mittee representing  the  divergent  views  were  called  upon  in  turn  to  express  their 
views.  Each  in  turn  expressed  his  own  view  and  placed  his  own  construction 
upon  the  resolution  recommended.  Then  each  dediu^  that  he  was  going  out  to 
fight  for'his  own  view. 

In  our  movement  we  have  done  some  things.  We  have  brought  together 
more  than  three  million  workers,  organized  into  our  trade  unions  and  belonging  to 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  In  addition  there  are  between  four  and  five  hundred  thousand 
workmen  in  the  railroad  brotherhoods  not  afiSliated  with  us,  but  yet  in  accord  with 
our  work  and  our  policies.  In  other  words,  there  are  nearly  four  million  of  organ- 
izitd  trade  unionists  in  the  United  States.  There  is  not  alwasrs  harmony;  there  is 
disagreement;  there  is  opposition,  all  of  it  important,  all  of  it  tending  to  crystallize 
the  sentiment  of  unity  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Labor.  The  American  labor 
movement  occupies  tiie  field  of  activity  without  yielding  one  inch  to  any  other 
body. 

Mr.  Longuet,  representing  the  majority  Socialists  of  France,  at  the  Inter- 
Allied  Labor  Conference  in  London,  expressed  his  regret  that  what  he  cidled  the 
American  Socialist  party  was  not  represented  in  the  conference.  He  proposed 
that  the  votes  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  delegates  should  be  reduced  because  the  American 
Socialist  party  was  not  represented. 

Who  are  we  going  to  have  as  the  leaders  of  this  new  political  labor  party  here? 
I  understand  that  there  is  impatience  among  our  fellows.  It  is  creditable  to  them 
that  they  are  impatient  There  is  not  any  man  in  all  America,  or  in  all  the  worlds 
more  impatient  than  I  with  the  progress  tluit  has  been  made,  with  the  position  we 
occupy.  I  want  more,  more,  more  for  Labor.  I  think  I  have  tried  and  am  trying 
to  do  my  share.  My  associates  of  the  E.  C.  have  tried  to  do  their  share,  but  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  attempting  to  overrun,  and  by  overrunning  to  defeat  the  object 
we  would  gain  for  the  wage^eamers  and  to  throw  them  into  the  lumds  of  those  who 
do  not  know  the  honest  aspirations  of  Labor  or  who  would  direct  them  for  personal 
aggrandizement 

I  have  been  the  President  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  for  many,  many  years.  I  regard 
that  position  as  the  most  exalted  that  I  could  occupy.  I  have  no  aqnration  to 
h(dd  this  or  that  position.  It  is  not  that  I  ask  you  to  follow  me.  I  ask  that  the 
trade  union  movement  be  given  its  fullest  opportunity  for  growth  and  development 
80  that  it  may  be  the  instrumentality  to  secure  better  and  better  and  better  and 
constantly  better  conditions  for  the  workers  of  our  country. 

Here  we  are  in  this  transition  period  from  war  into  peace,  with  all  that  it  may 
mean.  A  week  ago  last  evening,  that  is,  on  Sunday  evening,  December  1,  at  the 
Century  Theater,  I  delivered  an  address.  I  am  proud  of  the  address  I  delivered 
there  on  that  night  I  do  not  think  that  any  one  realizes  all  the  dangers  which  I 
felt  and  tried  to  express  as  to  the  situation  now  and  which  may  arise  in  the  near 
future.  I  ask  3rou  whether  the  creation  of  a  political  labor  party,  and  particularir 
at  this  time,  would  help  to  solve  these  problems  and  meet  these  dangerous  condi- 
tions?   If  ever  unity  was  needed  for  the  toilers,  it  is  now. 

It  is  not  tnie^  as  some  carping  critics  allege,  that  tht  A.  P.  of  L.  is  a  non- 
political  organization.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  workers  of  the  United  States  and 
the  organized  labor  movement  act  voluntarily  in  the  exercise  of  their  political  right 
and  power.  We  have  changed  the  control  of  our  government  from  the  c^d-time 
interests  of  corporate  power  and  judicial  usurpation.  We  have  secured  from  the 
government  of  the  United  States  the  labor  provision  of  the  Clajrton  Antitrust  law, 
the  declaration  in  the  law  that  the  labor  of  a  human  being  is  not  a  commodity^ 
or  article  of  commerce.  In  that  law  we  have  secured  the  right  of  our  men  to- 
exercise  functions  for  which,  under  the  <^d  regime  our  men  were  brought  before- 
the  bar  of  justice  and  fined  or  imprisoned.    We  have  secured  the  eight-hour  work^ 
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day  not  only  as  a  basic  principle  but  as  a  fact  We  have  secured  the  Seamen's  Law 
giving  to  the  seamen  the  freedom  to  leave  their  vessels  when  in  safe  harbor.  The 
seamen  of  America  are  now  free  men  and  own  themselves.  We  have  secured  a 
child  labor  law,  and  although  it  has  been  declared  unconstitutional,  we  are  again 
at  work  to  secure  a  law  for  the  protection  of  our  children.  Better  than  sdl,  we  have 
established  the  concq)t  in  law  and  in  administration  that  the  interest  and  welfare 
of  the  workers  are  paramount,  and  this  not  only  in*the  laws  of  our  republic  but  in 
the  laws  of  our  states  and  municipalities. 

There  are  other  laws  in  the  interest  of  labor  which  we  have  secured,  more  than 
I  can  mention  off-hand,  but  far  above  all  these  are  the  improvements  brought  into 
the  lives  and  work  of  the  toilers  by  their  own  actions  as  organized  workers.  We 
have  established  tmity  of  ^irit;  we  have  brought  about  the  extension  of  organ- 
ization among  the  formerly  unorganized,  and  our  organized  free  existence  to  func- 
tion and  to  express  ourselves  is  now  practically  unquestioned. 

Suppose  in  1912  we  had  had  a  labor  party  in  existence;  do  you  think  for  a 
moment  that  we  could  have  gone  as  the  American  labor  movement  to  the  other 
political  parties  and  said:  "We  want  you  to  inaugurate  in  your  platform  this  and 
this  declaration."  If  one  of  the  parties  had  refusal  and  the  other  party  consented 
and  took  its  chance,  would  the  A.  P.  of  L.  have  been  permitted  to  exercise  that 
independent  politipd  and  economic  course  if  the  labor  party  had  been  in  existence? 
How  long  would  we  have  had  to  wait  for  the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress  declaring 
in  law,  in  practice  and  in  principle  that  the  labor  of  a  htunan  being  is  not  a  commod- 
ity or  an  article  of  commerce — the  most  far-reaching  declaration  ever  made  by  any 
government  in  the  history  of  the  world. 

I  say  this  to  you.  I  am  sixty-eight  jrears  of  age.  I  have  been  tried  and  seared 
as  few  men  have.  I  have  almost  had  my  very  soul  burned  in  the  trials  of  life, 
'^^th  my  two  associates,  Mr.  Mitchell  and  Mr.  Morrison,  I  have  suffered  the 
indignity  of  being  brought  before  the  courts  of  our  country  and  adjudged  guilty 
and  sentenced  to  imprisonment.  Our  eyes  were  wide  open.  I  do  not  think  that 
it  is  improper  for  me  to  say  that  I  led  in  the  thought  and  activity  of  that  work,  of 
that  willingness  to  suffer,  but  it  was  not  a  very  nice  thing  to  have  the  endeavor 
made  to  besmirch  our  honor  by  a  sentence  of  imprisonment — ^Mr.  Morrison  six 
months,  Mr.  Mitchell  nine  months,  and  I  twelve  months.  We  fought  that  sen- 
tence, fought  it  and  fought  it,  supported  by  the  activity  of  the  organized  labor 
movement  in  all  the  states  and  towns  of  our  country,  until  the  principle  for  which 
we  were  contending  through  that  action  brought  about  the  incorporation  of  those 
provisions  in  the  Clayton  Antitrust  law  which  confirmed  and  legalized  the  very 
things  for  which  we  were  sentenced  to  imprisonment  They  were  legalized,  not 
for  us  alone  but  for  Labor. 

I  repeat,  we  have  secured  the  enactment  of  the  Seamen's  Law,  the  right  of  a 
seaman  to  quit  his  vessel  whenever  his  vessel  is  in  safe  harbor  in  any  part  of  the 
world,  a  law  which  does  not  exist  in  any  other  country — secured  it  by  our  politi- 
cal activity  and  by  our  economic  powers.  Has  anything  like  that  been  accom- 
plished in  any  country  of  the  world?  Our  delegates  proposed  it  at  the  Inter- 
Allied  Labor  Conference  in  September,  and  there  was  not  a  hearty  agreement 
to  stand  for  it  as  an  international  demand. 

I  think  you  know  that  I  have  been  most  cruelly  hurt  in  the  recent  past. 
Somehow  or  other  I  believe  that  there  are  yet  considerable  years  of  fight  in  me 
for  Labor.  I  have  said  that  I  hold  the  position  of  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  in  the  most  exalted  estimation,  but  it  is  not  that  for  which 
I  sCm  contending;  it  is  not  that  which  I  would  want  to  keep  one  moment  beyond 
the  time  when  I  can  no  longer  be  of  service  to  my  fellows.  The  only  thing  that 
I  can  leave,  to  my  fellow  men  is  that  I  have  helped  in  trying  to  bring  about  a 
labor  movement  in  our  country  that  is  better,  more  comprehensive  and  more 
united  than  in  any  other  country  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

I  wanted  to  present  these  thoughts  to  you.  I  did  not  have  in  mind  any 
particular  theme  or  course  to  present  to  you.  I  know  I  feel  and  understand 
and  apprehend  the  danger  whidi  is  involved  in  the  project  which  is  now  being 
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80  very  actively  agitated  in  some  quarters  of  the  labor  movement  of  our  country. 
I  fear  no  danger,  I  am  just  as  good  a  follower,  perhaps  a  better  follower,  than 
I  am  a  leader,  and  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  occupy  either  position.  I  would 
be  recreant  to  the  great  labor  movement  and  all  it  portends  now  and  for  the  future 
if  I  did  not  take  you  into  my  confidence,  men  and  women  of  labor,  and  tell  you 
what  I  have  told  you.  I  am  apprehensive,  justly  so,  justified  by  every  event 
in  the  whole  hi8tory*of  Labor,  that  a  great  mistake  may  be  made,  a  great  injtuy 
inflicted  upon  our  fellows,  not  for  a  day,  not  for  a  year,  not  for  a  decade,  but 
perhaps  for  many,  many,  many  years  to  come.  I  want  to  present  that  view 
to  you  so  that  you  may  understand  the  situation  clearly. 

I  have  spoken  calmly  and  without  ceremony  or  attempt  to  touch  your 
feelings,  but  simply  to  touch  the  innermost  recesses  of  your  minds  and  to  lay 
before  you  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  jrou. 

The  Executive  Council  meeting  which  considered  the  address  and  the  ^ole  question 
of  political  policy  'was  held  in  New  York  City  on  December  28.  It  expressed  its  ap- 
proval of  the  address  and  its  position  in  the  matter  as  follows : 

The  address  expresses  the  judgment  of  the  Executive  Council  to  protect 
and  to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  workers  and  of  the  labor  movement 
of  America.  It  conforms  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  provisions  of  the  consti^ 
tution  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  Article  III,  Section  8: 

"Party  politics,  whether  they  be  Democratic,  Republican,  Socialistic, 
Populistic,  Prohibition,  or  any  other,  shall  have  no  place  in  the  Conventions 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor." 

While  local  and  central  bodies  and  state  federations  may  enter  into  the 
political  field,  either  independently  or  otherwise,  it  is  not  withhi  their  province 
to  form  or  become  part  of  a  national  political  party. 

REPOBT  OF  LABOR  LEGISLATION 

Summary  of  Legislation  Enacted  Since  the  Report  Made  to  the  St,  Paul  Convention,  Include 
ing  Portion  of  Second  Session  and  AU  of  the  Third  Session  of  the  Sixty- Fifth  Congress 

1.  Extending  the  use  of  the  iq>ecial  ftmd  and  authorizing  acceptance  of  gifts  uiider 
the  Rehabilitation  of  Disabled  Soldiers'  Act     (Public,  No.  279,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

2.  Commission  to  fix  minimum  wage  for  women  and  minors  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia.    (Public,  No.  215,  65th  Cong.,  2d  Session.) 

3.  To  readmit  to  United  States  after  discharge  from  foreign  service  aliens  in  cobd- 
ligerent  friendly  armies.     (Public,  Res.  No.  44,  65th  Cong.,  2d  Session.) 

4.  Transportation  including  sleeping-car  accommodation  to  war  workers  of  the  U.  S. 
government  no  longer  needed.     (Public,  No.  246,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.^ 

5.  For  the  manufacture  of  cotton  fabrics  at  the  Atlanta,  Ga.,  pemtentiary  to  supply 
the  requirements  of  War  and  Navy  Departments  with  tents,  etc,  for  the  Army.  (Public, 
No.  194,  65th  Cong.,  2d  Session.) 

6.  To  enable  the  President  to  carry  out  the  price  guarantee  for  the  1918  and  1919 
crops  of  wheat     (Public,  No.  348,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.^ 

7.  Revenue  Act,  approved  February  24,  1919,  provides  a  10  per  cent  tax  on  income 
of  concerns  employing  child  labor.     (Pubhc,  No.  254,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

8.  Legislative,  Executive  and  Judicial  Appropriation  Law  carried  $184,000  to  enforce 
the  child  labor  provision  in  the  Revenue  law.     (Public,  No.  314,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

9.  Government  grants  $240  temporary  increase  in  compensation  to  all  employes. 
(Public,  No.  314,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

10.  Bonus  of  $60  is  given  to  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  at  the  time  of  their  dis- 
charge.    (Revenue  law;  Public,  No.  254,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

1 1.  Allowing  persons  of  Army,  Navy  and  Marine  Corps,  in  the  present  war,  to  retain 
uniforms,  also  to  receive  5  cents  per  mile  for  railroad  fare  home.  (Public,  No.  300,  65  th 
Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

12.  Increase  in  compensation  for  postal  employes.  (Public,  No.  299,  65th  Cong., 
3dSe^on.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR  109 

13.  Provision  for  commission  to  reclassify  salaries  of  the  government  employes. 
(Public,  No.  314,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

14.  Provision  for  commission  to  investigate  the  salaries  of  postmasters  and  employes 
of  the  Postal  Service  with  a  view  to  the  reclassification  and  readjustment  of  same.  (Public, 
No.  299,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.) 

15.  Appropriation  of  $200,000,000  to  aid  the  states  in  the  coiistruction  of  rural  post 
roads.     (Public,  No.  299,  65th  Cong.,  3d  Session.)^ 

Hindrances  to  LegUlation 

Many  of  the  measures  supported  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  were  lost  in 
the  general  legislative  wreck  caused  by  obstructive  methods  in  the  last  few  weeks  of  the 
thkd  session  of  the  65th  Congress.  Among  the  measures  of  interest  to  Labor  which  were 
stalled  in  the  weary  waste  of  worthless  words  which  marked  the  close  of  the  session  were: 

Appropriations  for — 

U.  S.  Emploirment  Agency. 

Women  in  Industry  Service. 

Working  Conditions  Service. 

War  Labor  Board. 

Investigation  and  Inspection  Service, 

Btunett  bill  (H.  R.  13603)  forbidding  immigration  for  four  years,  during  the  period 
of  industrial  reconstruction. 

The  McKellar-Keating  bill  for  an  old-age  retirement  ss^stem  for  federal  employes  in  the 
classified  service. 

Nolan  bill  providing  a  minimum  wage  of  three  dollars  a  day  for  federal  employes. 

A  bill  for  the  reclamation  of  land  for  soldiers'  homesteads,  in  accordance  with  plans 
formulated  by  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Lane. 

Convict  Labor  bill,  which  proposed  to  give  states  the  same  power  over  the  products  of 
convict  labor  from  other  states  as  they  exercise  over  the  products  oi  their  own  prisons. 

Department  of  Education. 

Industrial  vocational  education  for  persons  crippled  in  industry. 

Increased  pay  for  teachers. 

Woman  suffrage. 

The  failure  of  Congress  to  function  at  critical  times  could  be  avoided  by  reasonable 
amendments  to  the  rules  of  procedure,  such  as:  A  stated  date  after  which  no  new  bills 
should  be  introduced,  except  those  whidh  contain  an  element  of  emergency;  each  committee 
required  to  hold  hearings  and  report  within  a  reasonable  time,  say  30  6Ayf  after  receipt, 
on  all  measures  referred  to  it;  each  measure  not  of  an  urgent  nature  to  take  its  place  on  the 
calendar  and  be  acted  upon  in  order;  each  speaker  to  confine  himself  strictiy  to  the  subject 
under  discussion  and  be  given  a  reasonable  time  limit;  a  proper  method  of  cloture. 

An  illustration  of  the  need  of  some  provision  similar  to  the  one  last  above  suggested 
is  found  on  page  5104  of  the  Congressional  Record,  March  3d.  With  final  adjournment 
due  on  the  following  day,  and  the  calendar  loaded  with  essential  measures — appropriation 
and  other  important  bills — ^the  Chair  stated  the  pending  question  to  be  on  the  bill  to  reclaim 
lands  for  homes  for  the  returning  soldiers,  whereupon  Senator  Sherman  arose  and  said: 
"On  that  I  will  take  the  floor,  and,  in  pursuance  of  the  immemorial  custom,  I  will  proceed 
to  talk  about  something  else,"  and  he  occupied  hours  of  time,  1 1  pages  of  the  Record,  and 
about  17,000  words  in  discussion  of  the  peace  league  and  other  matters  not  at  that  time 
before  the  Senate.   The  bill  for  homesteads  for  soldiers  was  heard  of  no  more. 

Much  valuable  legislation  might  have  been  enacted  in  those  precious  last  hours  of  the 
dying  Congress  had  not  the  96  Senators  been  compelled  by  discredited  rules,  or  lackfof 
rules,  to  waste  time  while  the  Senator  from  Illinois  thus  flagrantiy  violated  the  primary 
elemental  rules  of  parliamentary  procedture.  We  recommend  that  the  convention  consider 
whether  the  A.  P.  of  L.  would  not  be  conserving  the  interests  of  the  workers  of  this  country 
by  memorializing  Congress  to  make  such  changes  in  the  rules  of  congressional  procedure  as 
would  facilitate  the  transaction  of  the  legislative  business  of  the  people.  With  the  purpose 
of  securing  the  widest  possible  publicity,  unity  and  effectiveness  in  the  promotion  of  bills 
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supported  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  the  followmg  suggestiotis  are  offered  for  the  consideration  of 
the  convention: 

1.  Print  list  of  measures  which  A.  P.  of  L.  is  supporting  as  soon  as  possible 
after  the  close  of  the  convention,  and  give  it  wide  circulation. 

2.  Transmit  monthly  to  tvtry  union  in  the  country  detailed  informaticm 
regarding  labor  measures,  the  legi^tive  status  of  each,  and  the  record  of  the 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  district  in  which  the  union  is  located,  together 
with  an  appeal  that  all  members  aid  in  the  nomination  and  election  to  Congress 
of  candidates  who  will  actively  support  those  measures. 

3.  Adopt  a  suitable  system  of  questioning  candidates. 

Child  Labor  LegislaHon 

After  many  years  of  agitation,  the  Congress  attempted  to  regulate  child  labor  throus^ 
out  the  nation  by  the  enactment  of  public  statute  No.  249  of  the  64th  Congress,  approved 
September  1,  1916,  which  provided  that  no  producer  should  ship  or  deliver  for  shipment  in 
interstate  or  foreign  commerce  any  article  or  product  of  any  mme  or  quarry  in  the  produc- 
tion of  iprhidi  children  under  the  age  of  16  years  had  been  employed,  or  the  product  of  any 
mill,  cannery,  workshop,  factory  or  manufacturing  establishment  in  which  children  under 
the  age  of  14  years  had  been  employed,  or  children  over  the  age  of  14  years  had  been  per- 
mitted to  work  more  than  eight  hours  in  any  one  day,  or  more  than  six  dasrs  in  any  week, 
or  after  seven  in  the  evening  or  before  sur  in  the  morning.  On  June  3,  1918,  the  Supreme 
Court  declared  this  law  unconstitutional  by  a  vote  of  5  to  4.  The  court  held  that  the  Con- 
gress had  gone  beyond  its  powers  in  attempting  to  exclude  from  interstate  commerce  a 
product  not  in  itself  evil.  This  law,  the  court  said,  prohibits  instead  of  regulates,  which  latter 
is  the  power  given  to  Congress  by  the  constitution.  At  its  meeting  on  July  23-28,  1918,  the 
Executive  Council,  acting  under  authority  of  Resolutions  Nos.  91,  121  and  125,  adopted 
at  the  St  Paul  Convention,  decided  to  introduce  as  a  war  measure  a  bill  contaming  pro- 
visions similar  to  the  provisions  in  the  act  rejected  by  the  court  The  bill,  H.  R.  12767, 
was  introduced  by  Congressman  Keating  on  August  15.  It  placed  the  same  restrictions 
as  to  age  and  working  hours  as  were  contained  in  public  statute  No.  249. 

On  July  12  the  War  Labor  Policies  Board  outlined  as  a  national  policy  that  contractors 
doing  work  for  any  of  the  government  departments  should  not  directly  or  indirectly  employ 
child  labor  contrary  to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  act  adopted  by  Congress  and  declared 
unconstitutional  by  the  court  The  Secretary  of  Labor  was  made  responsible  for  the 
enforcement  of  a  contract  clause  to  that  effect,  to  be  inserted  in  all  government  contracts. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Labor  a  conference  was  called  to  discuss  permanent 
child  labor  legislation,  which  met  on  August  21.  There  were  present  representative  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  National  Child  Labor  Committee,  Women's  Trade  Union 
League,  National  Consumers'  League  and  various  governmental  officials  who  had  helped 
to  formulate  or  enforce  the  act  of  September  1,  1916.  After  numerous  meetings  and  much 
discussion,  a  new  child  labor  bill  was  agreed  upon  which  proposed  to  levy  an  excise  tax  upon 
the  products  of  any  mill,  cannery,  workshop,  factory  or  manufacturing  establishment  in 
yrbida.  children  under  the  age  of  14  years  had  been  employed,  or  children  between  the  ages 
of  14  and  16  years  had  been  employed  for  more  than  eight  hours  in  any  one  day  or  more  than 
six  da3rs  in  any  one  week.  The  measure  was  submitted  to  President  Wilson  and  received 
his  approval.  The  bill  was  submitted  to  Senator  Pomerene  of  Ohio  with  the  suggestion 
that  it  be  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the  pending  eight  billion  dollar  revenue  bill.  After 
consulting  with  other  Senators  interested  in  child  labor  legislation,  some  changes  were  made 
in  the  bill  and  Senator  Pomerene  on  November  15  offered  the  measure  in  the  Senate  and 
asked  for  its  reference  to  the  Senate  Finance  Committee,  which  was  then  considering  the 
revenue  bilL 

The  changes  made  by  the  Senators  who  considered  the  bill  were,  first,  the  excise  tax 
is  levied  upon  the  net  income  of  establishments  wrongfully  employing  child  labor,  instead 
of  upon  the  product  of  those  establishments;  secondly,  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions 
of  the  act  rests  primarily  with  the  commissioner  of  internal  revenue,  instead  of  willi  the 
Labor  Department. 

The  amendment  as  proposed  in  the  Senate  was  accepted  by  the  Senate  Finance  Com- 
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mittee  and  reported  favorably  to  the  Senate  as  a  part  of  the  revenue  bill  on  December  10, 
1918.  On  December  18,  by  vote  of  50  to  12,  the  Senate  adopted  the  amendment,  and  it 
then  became  sections  1200  to  1207,  inclusive,  of  the  Revenue  Act,  Pub.  Stat.  No.  254, 
65th  Congress  (H.  R.  12863).  Some  opposition  was  expected  to  the  child  labor  provisions 
when  the  bill  went  to  conference,  but  no  serious  opposition  was  developed,  either  in  con- 
ference or  in  the  adoption  of  the  conference  report  in  the  two  Houses.  The  measure  was 
signed  by  the  President  on  February  24,  1919.  The  tax  of  10  per  cent  on  the  net  income  of 
any  establishment  wrongfully  emploiring  children  in  violation  of  the  statute  is  expected  to 
be  high  enough  to  make  the  labor  of  children  so  unprofitable  as  to  prohibit  their  employ- 
ment and  so  exclude  them  from  such  establishments. 

But  while  the  measure  itself  was  so  satisfactorily  secured,  some  complications  have 
arisen  in  regard  to  its  administration.  On  February  20,  1919,  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  legislative,  executive  and  judicial  departments  being  imder  consideration, 
H.  R.  14078,  Senator  Lodge  moved  as  an  amendment  that  $184,160  be  made  available  to 
enable  the  Secretary  of  I<abor  to  make  inspections  and  to  fulfill  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
assigned  to  him  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect,  in  cooperation  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue,  the  provisions  of  the  child  labor  sections  1200-1207  of  the 
revenue  bill,  H.  R.  12863. 

Senator  Hardwick  of  Georgia  made  the  point  of  order  that  the  amendment  was  out  of 
order,  as  the  appropriation  was  not  authorized  by  any  existing  law.  (The  revenue  bill,  of 
which  the  child  labOT  law  was  a  part,  had  not  then  been  signed.)  The  chair  overruled  the 
point  of  order,  and  upon  appeal  was  sustained.  The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
thus  funds  were  made  avaUable  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  child  labor  tax  law. 

This  appropriation  bill  went  to  conference  between  committees  of  the  two  Houses  to 
consider  the  Senate  amendments.  When  it  was  reported  back  from  conference,  the  wording 
of  the  Lodge  amendment  had  been  changed  in  such  manner  as  practically  to  exclude  the 
Labor  Department  from  participation  in  die  enforcement  of  the  child  labor  law.  The  words 
"in  cooperation  with  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue"  were  changed  by  the  con- 
ference committee  to  read  "upon  the  request  of  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue." 
So  tmtil  the  Soisretary  of  Labor  is  requested  by  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  to 
make  inspections  or  p^orm  other  duties  in  connection  with  the  enforcement  of  the  law 
no  part  of  the  $184,000  is  available  to  the  Labor  Department  No  such  request  has  yet 
been  made.  Just  1k>w,  and  to  what  extent,  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  will 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  child  labor  law,  the  future  will  disclose,  but  the  opponents  of 
the  emploirment  of  young  children  in  industry  have  more  hope  than  confidence  that  the 
internal  revenue  department  will  adequately  enforce  the  law. 

However,  the  child  labor  law,  being  a  part  of  the  revenue  bill,  can  have  effect  only 
during  the  life  of  that  bill,  the  duration  of  which  may  be  for  only  two  years.  It  behooves 
those  opposed  to  child  labor  in  industry  to  formulate  and  if  possible  secure  the  enactment 
of  some  permanent  legislation  to  take  effect  at  the  expiration  of  the  life  of  this  bill.  Perma- 
nent legCslation  appears  to  be  impossible  without  an  amendment  to  the  federal  constitution. 
It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  convention  determine  upon  the  advisability  of  seeking 
the  adoption  by  Congress  and  submission  to  the  states  of  a  constitutional  amendment 
which  will  enable  Congress  to  deal  effectively  with  child  labor. 

On  May  2  Federal  Judge  James  E.  Boyd  of  Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  held  the  pro- 
visions of  this  latest  Cluld  Labor  Act  to  be  unconstitutional.  This  is  the  same  honorable 
judge, who  enjojrs  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  to  discover  the  unconstitutionality  of  the 
previous  act  His  decision,  according  to  the  newspapers,  is  based  upon  the  assumption 
tha^  Congress  was  trsring  to  do  by  indirection  what  it  has  no  constitutional  power  to  do 
(Erectly.  Whetiber  or  not  this  is  true.  Congress  through  the  power  of  taxation  has  repeat- 
'  edly  accomplished  ends  which  it  could  not  reach  directly.  The  tax  on  oleomargarine  was 
placed  deliberately  in  the  first  instance  with'  intent  to 'destroy  the  industry  for  the  benefit 
of  the  farmers.  The  phosphorous  match  industry  was  destroyed,  and  was  intended  to  be 
destrojred,  by  a  tax.  And  the  whole  structure  of  high  protection  was  camouflaged  by  the 
title  "to  raise  revenue,"  when  the  distinct  purpose,  in  hundreds  of  instances,  was  to  prevent 
or  diminish  importation  of  certain  goods  or  articles,  and  thus  prevent  to  that  extent  the 
xaistng  of  revenue.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  refrained  heretofore  from 
inquiring  into  the  motives  of  Congress  in  passing  legislation,  particularly  tax  les^slation. 
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but  this  judge  of  a  lower  court  does  not  hesitate  to  enter  into  such  an  inquiry,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  refrained.  What  the  final  result  will  be  when 
Judge  Boyd's  swift  decision  reaches  the  court  of  last  resort  can  be  only  conjecture,  but 
the  promptness  of  the  delivery  of  this  decision  raises  a  query  as  to  whether  it  was  written 
in  advance  of  the  presentation  of  the  case,  and  by  whom. 

While  tiie  lower  court  decided  adversely  on  the  child  labor  law,  yet  the  case  is  pending 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  We  hope  and  expect  that  that  court  will 
declare  the  law  to  be  constitutional.  Pending  decision  by  the  Supreme  Court  the  officers 
of  the  internal  revenue  service  have  decided  that  the  purport  of  the  law  as  declared  by  the 
Congress  and  signed  by  the  President  shall  be  in  effect  and  will  remain  in.effect  subject  to 
decision  by  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

Education 

Resolutions  Nos.  112  and  128,  adopted  by  the  last  convention,  each  proposed  a  De- 
partment of  Education.  No.  128  asks  for  the  appropriation  of  $100,000,000  to  be  appor- 
tioned to  tiie  several  states  by  a  Federal  Department  of  Education  if  one  is  created;  or,  that 
failing,  by  a  Federal  Board  upon  which  organized  labor  and  education  should  be  reFO-esented, 
such  fund  to  apply  only  to  the  payment  of  salaries  of  public  school  teachers,  including 
teachers  of  physiccd  education  and  English  to  adults,  under  public  school  supervision,  after 
such  state  shall  have  satisfied  the  Federal  Department  or  special  board  that  adequate 
standards  are  to  be  maintained. 

Much  discussion  and  consideration  was  given  to  the  development  of  a  suitable  bill 
the  result  of  which  was  the  introduction  in  the  House  on  January  30,  1919,  at  the  request  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  American  Federation  of  Teachers,  of  what  was 
known  as  the  Towner  Educational  bill,  H.  R.  15400. 

In  the  meantime  Senator  Hoke  Smith  of  Georgia  had  introduced  into  the  Senate  a  bill 
for  a  similar  purpose,  S.  4987,  sponsored  by  the  National  Educational  Association,  which 
was  subsequently  witlidrawn,  and  S.  5635  was  substituted. 

The  Towner  bill  established  a  Department  of  Education  with  a  secretary  at  its  head 
who  would  be. a  member  of  the  President's  cabinet.  Authority  is  given  by  the  bill  to  the 
President  to  transfer  to  the  department  such  other  educational  btureaus,  commissions, 
boards,  divisions  and  branches  as  in  his  judgment  ought  to  be  administered  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Education.  There  are  said  to  be  more  than  80  of  them  scattered  through  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  federal  government.  The  bill  makes  it  the  specific  duty  of  the 
Departinent  of  Education  to  encourage  the  states  in  the  development  of  public  educational 
facilities  and  authorizes  investigation  and  research  in  the  fields  of  illiteracy,  immigrant 
education,  physical  and  health  education,  preparation  and  supply  of  competent  teachers. 
It  auHiorizes  the  appropriation  of  $100,000,000  annually  to  be  apportioned  among  the 
states  for  the  fdlowing  ptuix>ses: 

1.  To  encourage  the  states  in  the  removal  of  illiteracy,  $7,500,000. 

2.  To  encourage  the  states  in  the  Americanization  of  foreigners,  $7,500,000. 

3.  To  encourage  the  states  in  the  equalization  of  educational  opportunities, 
and  for  the  partial  payment  of  teachers'  salaries,  providing  better  instruction, 
extending  school  terms  and  otherwise  providing  equally  good  schools  for  all  chil- 
dren, $50,000,000. 

4.  To  encourage  the  states  in  the  promotion  of  physical  and  health  educa- 
tion and  recreation,  $20,000,000. 

5.  To  encourage  the  states  in  providing  facilities  for  preparing  and  supplying 
better  teachers,  $15,000,000. 

The  appropriations  are  allotted  to  the  states  on  condition  that  the  state,  or  local 
authority,  or  both,  shall  furnish  an  equal  amount  for  each  specified  purpose,  in  addition  to 
the  amount  heretofore  expended  by  the  state  for  such  purpose.  The  administration  and 
control  of  education  is  left  entirely  to  the  states,  and  to  local  authorities,  the  federal  gov- 
ernment exercising  supervision  only  to  an  extent  necessary  to  see  that  the  several  amounts 
appropriated  axe  used  by  the  states  for  the  ptuposes  specified  in  the  act.  The  bill  i)rovides 
that  the  funds  allotted  to  the  several  states  shall  be  paid  quarterly  to  the  respective  state 
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treasurers,  and  disbursed  on  the  order  of  the  state's  chief  educational  authority,  as  desig- 
nated by  the  state  legislature. 

Many  copies  of  the  Towner  bill  and  a  brief  analysis  were  distributed.  This  wide  dis- 
tribution brought  some  criticisms  in  regard  to  minor  details.  All  these  were  carefully  con- 
sidered and  a  redraft  of  the  bill  embodied  such  changes  as  seemed  to  be  wise  in  the  light  of 
the  criticisms. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  House  Committee  on  Education  on  the  Towner  bill,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  favorable  action  may  be  secured  at  an  early  date.  While  some  opposition 
developed,  in  the  main  the  expressions  of  opinion  were  favorable  to  the  measure. 

EducatUm  of  AduU  lUtUrates 

S.  4185,  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Coundl  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention* 
and  endorsed  by  that  body,  required  the  Commissioner  of  Education  to  devise  methods 
and  promote  plans  for  the  elimination  of  adult  illiteracy  in  the  United  States.  The  bill 
provided  in  substance  that  the  Commissioner  of  Education  under  direction  of  the  Seoetaiy 
of  Interior  shall  devise  efficient  economic  methods  for  teaching  adult  illiterates  and  men  and 
women  of  meager  education  in  the  United  States,  promote  plans  for  the  elimination  of 
illiteracy,  and  the  extension  of  education  among  the  adult  population,  and  cooperate  with 
state,  county,  district,  and  municipal  education  officers  and  others  in  such  work.  The  bill 
was  reported  out  favorably  from  the  Senate  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  on  March 
25,  1918.  Representative  Bankhead  introduced  a  similar  bill  into  the  House  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  reported  favorably  upon  it,  but  no  further  action  was  taken  in  either 
House,  except  that  in  the  Senate  on  Aiml  1,  1918,  the  amount  proposed  to  be  expended  for 
the  purpose  was  increased  by  amendment  from  $50,000  to  $100,000. 

On  January  28,  1919,  Senator  Smith  of  Georgia  introduced  another  bill  upon  iUiteracy, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  through  the  Bureau  of  Education,  to  cooperate 
with  the  states  and  with  other  federal  agencies,  in  the  education  of  illiterates.  This  measure 
proposed  appropriations  of  $18,500,000  to  be  expended  in  cooperation  with  the  states  which 
appropriated  equal  amounts,  in  the  elimination  of  adult  illiteracy.  This  bill  was  reported 
favorably  in  the  Senate  on  February  27,  but  no  further  action  was  taken  on  it. 

The  great  need  of  this  legislation  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  out  of  1,552,256  soldiers 
examined  at  28  stations,  386, 196  or  24.9  per  cent  were  classified  as  unable  to  read  and  under- 
stand newspapers  and  write  letters  home. 

National  Conservatory  of  Music 

Resolution  No.  7,  approved  by  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  sets  forth  in  a  long  preamble 
the  desirability  of  a  National  Conservatory  of  Music  and  resolves  that  Congress  be  requested 
to  pass  a  bill  establishing  a  free  National  Conservatory  of  Music,  to  be  owned  and  managed 
1^  the  government,  and  gradually  also  establish  branches  in  other  cities.  Provision  was 
made  for  cooperation  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  extend  its  moral  aid  to  those 
who  were  endeavoring  to  secure  the  establishment  of  such  a  conservatory. 

On  July  8,  1918,  President  Gompers  addressed  a  communication  to  each  member  of 
Congress  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Conservatoxy  of  Music,  and  included  a  copy  of 
Resolution  No.  7. 

A  bill  to  establish  a  National  Conservatory  of  Music  had  been  introduced  by  Congress- 
man Bruckner  of  New  York  on  October  4,  1917,  H.  R.  6445,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education,  on  which  a  hearing  was  held  by  the  Committee  on  Education  on  January  17, 
1918.  Congiessman  Bruckner  retired  from  Congress  on  August  22,  1918,  and  on  the  same 
day  Representative  Donovan  of  New  York  inti^uced  H.  R.  12803,  a  bill  with  the  same 
purpose  as  the  Bruckner  bill,  but  with  several  changes.  A  hearing  was  held  on  this  latter 
bill  on  Wednesday,  January  8,  1919,  at  which  the  A.  F.  of  L.  was  represented.  The  com- 
mittee took  no  action  upon  the  measure  and  it  died  without  having  reached  the  floor  of  the 
House  for  consideration. 

Rehabilitation  Bills 

The  bill  for  the  vocational  rehabilitation  and  return  to  civil  employment  of  disabled 
persons  discharged  from  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States,  alluded  to  in 
the  report  of  the  Executive  Council  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention  and  approved  by  vote  of 
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the  conyention,  was  enacted  by  the  Congress  and  approved  by  the  President  on  June  27» 
1918.  It  provides  that  every  disabled  person  who  is  discharged  under  circumstances 
entitling  him  to  compensation  after  being  discharged  from  the  imlitary  or  naval  forces  of 
the  United  States,  and  who  at  the  time  of  his  discharge  is  imable  to  carry  on  a  gainful 
occupation,  to  resume  his  former  occupation,  or  to  enter  some  other  occupation,  shall  be 
furnished  by  the  Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education  with  such  course  of  v  ocational 
rehabilitation  as  the  board  shall  prescribe  and  provide.  Such  person  shall  receive  monthly  • 
compensation  and  allotments  and  family  allowances  so  long  as  he  follows  the  prescribed 
course  of  rehabilitation  which  he  has  elected  to  follow. 

The  rehabilitation  of  those  phsrsically  disabled  in  the  industrial  field  was  omitted  from 
this  bill,  but  later,  after  the  work  for  the  rehabilitation  of  sailors,  soldiers  and  marines  was 
under  way,  a  seccmd  bill,  S.  4922,  to  promote  the  rehabilitation  of  cripples  in  industry  was 
mtroduced  into  Congress  and  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Education  and  I^bor. 
This  bill  provided  la^e  appropriations  for  the  use  of  the  states,  for  the  purpose  of  cooperat- 
ing with  them  in  the  mamtenance  of  such  discharged  persons  and  rettuning  them  to  civil 
employment.  The  work  of  re-education  was  to  be  in  charge  of  local  authorities  assisted 
by  the  Federal  Board  for  Vocational  Education.  Hearings  were  held  by  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  thii  bill,  at  one  of  which  President  Gompers  appeared  in  support  of  the  measure. 
The  bill  with  amendment  was  favorably  reported  to  the  Senate  on  December  26,  1918.  It 
was  reached  on  the  call  of  the  calendar  on  Februaiy  28,  but  Senators  Penrose  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  King  of  Utah  objected  to  its  consideration  and  it  was  passed  over.  A  similar 
bill  was  favorably  reported  to  the  House  from  the  House  Committee  on  Education  on  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1919.  Neither  of  these  bills  had  been  acted  upon  when  the  Congress  expired  on 
March  4.  The  work  of  re-educating  and  re-fitting  into  industry  of  the  many  cripples  made 
by  accidents  in  industry  is  of  vital  importance  to  I^bor,  and  we  recommend  tiliat  full  support 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  given  to  this  measure. 

Minimum  Wagfi  LegiskiHon 

In  the  report  of  the  Executive  Council  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention  a  bill  (H.  R.  1 1431), 
introduced  into  Congress  by  Representative  Keating  of  Colorado,  was  noted  which  pro- 
vided for  the  establiimment  of  a  Wage  Board  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  fix  reasonable 
wages  for  women  and  minor  workers  in  the  District.  The  proposed  bill  was  endorsed  by  the 
Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report  and  its  report  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
convention.  Later  Mr.  Keating  introduced  into  Congress  a  second  bill  {H.  R.  12098)  for 
the  creation  of  such  a  minimum  wage  board,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  on  Jday  14,  1918,  and  passed  the  House  on  August  26,  1918,  and  the 
Senate  on  September  13,  and  was  signed  by  the  President  on  September  19,  1918.  The 
act  provides  for  an  unpaid  Minimum  Wage  Board  composed  of  three  members,  to  be  chosen, 
so  far  as  practicable,  one  as  a  representative  of  employes,  one  as  a  representative  of  em- 
ployers and  one  to  represent  the  public.  The  board  is  given  ample  power  to  secure  the 
attendance  and  testimony  of  witnesses,  the  production  of  books,  papers  and  other  evidence 
relative  to  matters  under  investigation,  and  to  make  rules  and  regulations  to  carry  the  act 
into  effect.  If,  after  an  investigation  concerning  the  wages  of  women  and  minors  in  any 
occupation,  the  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  any  substantial  number  of  them  are  receiving 
wages  inadequate  to  meet  with  the  necessary  cost  of  living,  maintain  them  in  health  and 
protect  their  morals,  the  board  shall  adl  and  convene  a  conference,  composed  of  not  more 
than  three  representative  employers  and  an  equal  number  of  representative  employes  in 
such  occupation,  and  three  disinterested  persons  representing  the  public;  which  conference, 
after  considering  all  the  mformation  and  evidence  in  its  possession  and  in  the  possession 
of  the  board,  shall  make  a  report  containing  its  findings  and  recommendations,  including 
recommendations  for  minimum  wages  in  the  occupation  under  inquiry. 

If  the  board  approves  the  recommendations,  it  shall  hold  a  public  hearing,  at  ^diidi  all 
persons  in  favor  of  or  opposed  to  such  recommendations  may  be  heard.  After  the  public 
hearing,  the  board  may  make  an  order  adopting  the  recommendations  and  carrying  them 
into  effect,  requiring  all  emplc^jrers  in  that  occupation  within  the  District  to  observe  and 
comply  with  the  minimum  wages  set  forth  in  the  order.  The  order  becomes  effective  sixty 
days  after  it  is  made,  and  whoever  violates  the  act,  whether  employer,  agent,  director,  or 
officer  or  any  agent  of  any  corporation,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  pun- 
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ished  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than  $25  nor  more  than  $100,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less 
than  ten  days  nor  more  than  three  months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment.  Any 
employer  who  discharges  an  employe  or  in  any  other  manner  discriminates  against  one 
because  such  employe  has  served  on  any  conference  or  has  testified  before  such  conference, 
is  subject  to  similar  punishment. 

The  law  requires  the  board  to  fix  the  minimum  wage  for  one  industry  at  a  time,  and 
the  printing  and  publishhig  industry  was  selected  as  the  first  to  be  dealt  wfth.  This  industry 
employs  something  more  than  700  women  in  the  District,  about  76  per  cent  of  whom  receive 
less  than  $15,  and  about  47  per  cent  of  vdiom  receive  less  than  $1 1  per  week. 

The  Wage  Board  selected  consisted  of  Messrs.  Charles  P.  Crane,  Prank  A.  Hill  and 
Lee  Baumgarten  for  the  employers;  Judge  William  Hitz,  Mrs.  Prances  C.  Axtell,  Dr.  John 
A.  Ryan,  xepiesenting  the  pubUc;  Mrs.  Nettie  Kirrhner,  Miss  NeUie  Sheiry  and  Miss  Essie 
Reid^Jor  the  employes. 

The  board  found  that  $16  per  week  was  the  minimum  cost  of  living  for  a  woman  in  the 
District  of  Coltunbia.  The  final  conclusion  of  the  conference  was  that  $15.50  per  week  was 
the  lowest  wage  that  should  be  paid  to  women  employed  in  the  printing  industry  in  the 
District  of  Coltunbia.  Before  the  adoption  of  this  legal  wage  women  were  working  for  as 
low  as  $8  per  week  in  this  industry. 

The  Minimum  Wage  Board  is  collecting  pasrroUs  from  the  retail  stores,  and  as  soon  as 
sufficient  information  is  in  hand  expects  to  call  a  conference  in  that  industry. 

The  Nolan  BiU 

On  April  2,  1917,  Congressman  John  I.  Nolan  of  San  Prandsco  introduced  into  Con- 
gress a  bill  (H.  R.  152)  fixing  a  minimum  compensation  of  not  less  than  $3  per  day  for  all 
adult  government  employes  who  have  been  two  years  in  the  service  of  the  government. 
This  bill  has  been  endorsed  by  the  Pederation  conventions  on  three  occasions. 

At  the  St.  Paul  Convention  in  the  Executive  Committee's  report  note  was  made  of  this 
measure  and  Resolution  No.  64  strongly  endorsing  the  bill  was  adopted. 

A  hearing  was  had  on  this  bill  on  January  11,  1918,  at  which  it  was  shown  that  66,746 
persons  were  working  for  the  government  at  a  wage  of  less  than  $3  per  day.  The  standard 
of  pay  for  some  of  these  employes  had  not  been  changed  for  nearly  fifty  years. 

On  January  14,  1918,  the  bill  was  reported  favorably  from  the  Committee  on  Labor 
and  committed  to  the  House  calendar  on  that  date.  There  it  remained  tmtil  September  24, 
when  the  Committee  on  Rtdes  reported  a  rule  for  its  immediate  consideration,  which  rule 
was  adopted  and  the  bill  was  passed  with  only  16  dissenting  votes.  The  bill  then  went  to 
the  Senate  and  on  September  25  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Conmiittee  on  Education  and 
Labor,  Senator  H^oke  Smith  of  Georgia,  chairman.  Every  possible  effort  was  made  to 
induce  the  chairman  to  hold  hearings,  appoint  a  subcommittee,  or  take  any  other  action 
looking  toward  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  but  with  no  success  until  Pebruary  20,  1919. 
On  that  date  a  public  hearing  was  held  by  a  subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor,  consisting  of  Senators  Jones  of  New  Mexico,  Borah  of  Idaho  and 
Hollis  of  New  Hampshire. 

This  subcommittee  never  made  a  report  to  the  general  committee.  Senators  Borah 
and  Hollis  were  willing  and  anxious  to  make  a  favorable  report,  but  Senator  Jones,  chair- 
man of  the  subcommittee,  refused. 

The  Nolan  Minimum  Wage  bill  was  lost  because  no  direct  action  cotdd  be  secured  in 
the  Senate.  It  eotdd  not  be  dragged  out  of  a  committee  to  which  it  had  been  committed 
for  consideration,  and  with  the  dose  of  the  session  it  died  in  the  hands  of  that  committee. 

Better  Social  and  IndustruU  Conditions 

On  December  11  Senator  Kenyon  submitted  Senate  Resolution  No.  382,  which  was 
agreed  to,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor  to  investigate  and  recom- 
mend methods  of  promoting  better  social  and  industrial  conditions,  partictdarly  as  to: 

A  national  tribtmal  to  review  and  adjust  difficulties  between  employers  and  workmen; 
the  development  of  the  United  States  Employment  Service  into  a  national  labor  exchange; 
regularization  of  employment;  prevention  of  unemployment;  promotion  of  better  living 
conditions;   extension  of  soldiers'  insurance  to  the  civil  poptdation,  so  that  the  workmen 
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may  insure  at  the  lowest  possible  rates;  the  feasibility  of  a  national  insurance  law  against 
old  age,  disability,  sickness  and  accident;  national  minimum  wage  law;  extension  of  train- 
ing and  education  of  all  disabled  people. 

Extended  hearings  on  Senator  Kenyon's  resolution  were  held.  President  Gompers 
appeared  before  the  conunittee  on  January  3-4.  He  took  issue  with  the  first 
proposal,  as  it  seemed  to  imply  or  might  lead  to  compulsory  arbitration.  He  approved  the 
suggestion  that  the  soldiers'  and  sailors'  insurance  system  be  extended  to  the  civil  popular 
tion,  so  that  workmen  might  instu^  against  sickness,  accident  and  death  at  the  lowest 
possible  rate,  and  urged  that  the  system  be  so  extended,  to  be  voluntary,  and  not  comptd- 
sory.  In  regard  to  the  feasibility  of  a  national  insurance  law  against  unemployment,  old 
age,  disability,  sickness  and  accident.  President  Gompers  said  that  if  "unemployment," 
"disability"  and  "sickness"  were  stricken  out,  he  would  be  in  favor  of  the  proposition. 
Of  government  insurance  against  non-employment  he  said: 

"I  should  be  opi>osed — ^I  know  that  my  associates  would  be  opposed — ^to 
leaving  it  within  the  power  of  the  government  or  its  agent  or  agents  to  determine 
what  was  non-employment,  whether  it  was  justifiable  or  otherwise,  and  who  would 
be  entitled  to  the  insurance  or  the  benefits  that  would  result  from  the  provisions 
of  the  law — ^that  is,  insurance  against  non-employment. 

"There  was  a  resolution  proposed  by  a  member  of  the  House  some  two  or 
three  years  ago  covering  that  feature,  lliis  member  of  the  House  was  present  at 
the  committee  hearing,  and  finally  stated  that  it  is  true  that  the  government  agent 
would  have  to  depend,  or  on  him  would  rest  the  obligation  of  determining  what 
constituted  non-employment  so  as  to  entitle  an  unemplosred  person  .to  receive  the 
benefits  of  the  insurance.  Now,  that  would  mean,  where  there  would  be  any 
controversy  with  the  employer,  that  the  man  would  be  unemployed.  Who  would 
determine  that  question?  Well,  the  answer  would  be,  by  the  government  agent, 
'there  is  work  for  you,  and  so  long  as  you  can  get  work  you  are  not  entitled  to  this 
government  insurance  for  non-employment.'  "  ' 

In  connection  with  the  consideration  of  Senate  Resolution  No.  382,  Senator  Kenyon 
introduced  two  bills,  one  on  January  20,  1919,  S.  5397,  to  provide  for  the  commencement 
or  prosecution  of  public  works  in  order  to  increase  opportunities  for  employment  during  the 
period  of  demobilization  and  industrial  readjustment,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education  and  Labor,  It  provided  for  a  United  States  Emergency  Public  Works  Board, 
to  cooperate  with  all  federal,  state  and  municipal  agencies  intrusted  with  the  execution  of 
any  public  work  and  endeavor  to  stabilize  industrial  and  employment  conditions  during  the 
present  period  of  demobilization  and  industrial  readjustment  by  providing  or  stimulating 
increased  opportunities  for  employment  on  useful  public  works  during  periods  of  extraor- 
dinary unemployment.  The  board  should  stimulate  the  prosecution  of  public  work  to 
provide  employment  in  the  regions  where  acute  unemployment  exists  or  is  threatened,  and 
for  this  purpose  the  board  shall  make  or  cause  to  be  made  investigations  and  reports  con- 
cerning the  plans  for  authorized  public  works  of  the  federal,  state  and  municipal  govern- 
ments, with  an  estimate  of  the  amount,  character  and  duration  of  employment  and  the 
number  of  employes  which  would  be  provided  or  required  thereby. 

An  appropriation  of  $100,000,000  was  to  be  made  to  enable  any  department,  office, 
board  or  other  agency  of  the  federal  government  ha^nng  charge  of  the  construction  or  execu- 
tion of  any  authorized  public  work  for  the  completion  of  which  the  existyig  appropriation 
is  insufficient  to  proceed  with  such  work,  or  to  enable  the  chief  of  engineers  of  the  United 
States  Army  to  proceed  with  the  construction  or  repair  of  roeuls  which  the  Secretary  of  War 
6hall  certify  to  the  board  would  be  of  strategic  or  military  value,'  or  to  make  advances, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  board  may  prescribe,  to  enable  workers  recommended  by  a 
United  States  public  employment  office  *to  reach  the  place  where  any  such  public  work  is 
being  carried  on. 

None  of  the  work  so  authorized  was  to  be  undertaken  unless  the  Secretary  of  Labor 
certified  that  extraordinary  unemployment  existed  in  the  community  or  vicinity  where  the 
work  was  to  be  performed.  Federal  loans  were  authorized  to  states,  counties  or  munici- 
palities for  the  construction  of  public  works  when  the  Secretary  of  Labor  certified  that  such 
work  was  necessary  to  relieve  actual  or  threatened  unemployment  within  their  borders. 
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Senatcn:  Kenyon's  seccmd  bill,  S.  5581,  introduced  on  February  1,  proposed  to  create 
a  commission  to  investigate  and  report  to  Congress  on  the  questions  involved  in  plans  of 
the  national  housing  systems.    Unfortunately  neither  of  these  bills  came  out  of  committee. 

UnemphymerU  and  Lands  for  Soldiers 

Shortly  after  the  signing  of  the  armistice  on  November  1 1  unemployment  began  to 
be  a  factor  in  the  industrial  situation.  The  number  of  workers  out  of  employment  con- 
tinued steadily  to  increase.  Much  discussion  was  aroused  in  Congress  on  the  matter.  The 
danger  at  this  critical  time  of  any  considerable  body  of  unemployed  was  recognized,  except- 
ing in  the  House  Committee  on  Appropriations,  which  refused  the  means  necessary  for  tilie 
continuation  of  the  United  States  Employment  Service. 

Besides  the  needed  work  of  bringing  the  "manless  job"  and  the  "jobless  man"  together, 
it  was  recognized  that  there  was  a  possibility  that  there  would  not  be  enough  jobs  for  all. 

In  1915  the  Secretary  of  Labor  in  his  annual  report  suggested  the  idea  of  making  new 
opporttmities  of  employment  by  acquiring  land,  fitting  it  for  use,  placing  suitable  buildings 
thereon  and  disposing  of  ready-made  farms  and  homes  to  workers  who  desired  that  kind  of 
employment.  After  our  country  entered  the  war  this  suggestion  was  taken  up  for  more 
serious  consideration  and  was  embodied  in  House  bill,  H.  R.  13415,  introduced  by  Repre- 
sentative M.  Clyde  Kelly  of  Pennsylvania.  On  February  5,  1919,  Mr.  Kelly  introduced 
a  second  bill  to  provide  for  the  emergency  arising  out  of  the  demobilization  of  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines,  and  the  discharge  of  workers  from  war  industries  and  other  occupations 
by  securing  therefor  permanent  opportunities  for  profitable  emplojrment  by  means  of  a 
national  construction  service  organized  for  the  systematic  extension  of  useful  public  works 
and  the  development  of  nattural  resources.  These  measures  were  intended  to  carry  out  the 
plans  of  Secretary  William  B.  Wilson.  Community  life  rather  than  needless  rural  isolation 
for  the  returned  soldier  was  the  purpose  in  the  Kelly  measures  and  also  in  another  bill  intro- 
duced by  Representative  Crosser,  H.  R.  1 1329.  The  first  thought  in  these  measures  was 
opening  up  new  opportunities  of  employment.  The  preparation  of  these  farms  for  habita- 
tion would  involve  a  considerable  expenditure  and  employ  a  large  number  of  workers,  and 
each  farm  would  furnish  permanent  employment  for  one  or  more  workers  and  thus  relieve 
the  labor  market  when  over-crowded.  The  Secretary's  plan  also  included  the  acquisition 
and  operation  of  both  forests  and  mineral  lands.  The  Kelly  bills  called  for  an  appropria- 
tion not  exceeding  in  the  aggregate  $500,000,000.  Both  Kelly  and  Croeser  bills  failed  of 
passage. 

Secretary  Franklin  K.  Lane  also  made  a  similar  recommendation  to  Congress  and 
proposed  that  homesteads,  with  buildings  and  equipment  to  make  them  ready  for  imme- 
diate occupancy  should  be  provided  for  soldiers  and  sailors  who  wished  to  engage  in  farming. 

Secretary  Lane's  plan  was  to  purchase  dry,  wet  and  cut-over  lands  in  all  sections  of  the 
country,  to  subdivide  the  tracts  thus  acquired,  to  build  on  each  parcel  a  house  and  bam 
and  put  the  ground  into  condition  for  use  for  truck  gardening,  farming  or  grazing,  as  the 
character  of  Uie  soil,  the  climate  and  other  factors  dictate. 

The  settlements  were  not  to  be  scattered  haphazard,  but  established  as  communities 
so  that  the  homesteaders  might  have  the  advantage  of  churches,  schools,  telephones,  trans- 
portation and  markets.  The  government  would  allow  the  soldiers  and  sailors  a  maximum 
of  forty  years  in  which  to  pay  for  their  land  and  homes.  Money  would  be  advanced  also 
for  the  purchase  of  machinery,  equipment  and  livestock.  These  loans  would  be  for  short 
periods.    Interest  at  a  rate  of  not  more  than  4  per  cent  would  be  charged  by  the  government 

With  the  appropriation  of  $100,000,000  which  the  bill  authorized,  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment estimated  that  25,000  homesteads  ranging  in  area  from  5  to  160  acres  could  be  pur- 
chased and  developed.  The  task  of  preparing  the  land  for  cultivation,  it  was  expected 
would  afford  immediate  employment  to  many  soldiers  and  sailors.  The  whole  undertaking 
was  delayed  by  the  Republican  filibuster,  which  killed  the  appropriation,  along  with  many 
other  popular  and  salutary  measures. 

These  propositions  are  in  line  with  work  undertaken  in  the  state  of  California  before 
the  war  and  with  the  provisions  being  made  for  returning  soldiers  in  Canada,  England, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand.  In  California  an  appropriation  was  made  two  yeais  ago  for 
the^development  of  a  farm  community.    Six  thousand  acres  were  purchased,  subdivided, 
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buUdings  erected  and  small  fanns  prepared  for  immediate  occupancy.    There  was  an  eager 
demand  for  the  places  and  the  project  has  been  exceedingly  successful. 

The  Canadian  sddier,  if  he  b  qualified  to  succeed  as  a  farmer,  can  secure  a  free  home- 
stead of  160  acres  in  Alberta  and  Saskatchewan;  a  free  homestead  of  100  acres,  10  acres  oi 
it  ready  for  planting,  in  Ontario;  a  homestead  on  land  bought  by  the  government  for  home- 
steads at  $300  less  than  the  government  paid  for  it,  in  British  Columbia.  The  Dominion 
government  will  lend  the  soldier  $2,500  to  improve  his  farm,  at  5  per  cent  interest  on  twenty 
years'  time.  The  province  of  Ontario  will  lend  a  sddier  settler  in  that  province  $500  in 
addition,  and  some  provinces  will  lend  him  up  to  $1,500.  In  C^anada,  therefore,  he  can  get 
160  acres  of  land  for  nothing  and  have  a  loan  of  from  $2,500  to  $4,000  at  5  per  cent  inter^ 
with  which  to  improve  it.  In  addition,  Canada  has  farm  schools  where  men  can  ^et  the 
practical  training  necessary  to  enable  them  to  farm  properly. 

The  Australian  soldier  can  in  any  of  the  six  Austrsdian  states  secure  a  farm  improved 
and  ready  for  settlement  and  cultivation,  or  find  a  state  board  ready  to  lend  him  money, 
give  him  practical  instruction  in  farming,  and  advice  and  direction  in  improving  and  culti- 
vating his  farm.  The  state  of  Queensland  has  purchased  500,000  acres  of  land  from  which 
soldiers  can  select  homesteads  by  paying  the  survey  fee  and  an  annual  rental  of  3i  per  cent 
on  the  value  of  the  land.  He  would  be  loaned  $2,500  for  the  erection  of  buildings  and  $3,500 
for  equipment,  and  he  would  be  given  forty  years'  time  in  which  to  repay  the  improvements 
loan  and  twenty-five  years'  time  to  pay  the  equipment  loan  at  3  i  to  5  per  cent  interest. 

The  state  of  Victoria  has  provided  irrigable  lands  and  wheat-growing  lands  and  has 
made  available  $11,250,000  with  which  to  buy,  subdivide  and  improve  privately  owned 
land.  The  state  lends  up  to  75  per  cent  of  the  value  of  permanent  improvements  and  $2,500 
can  be  borrowed  on  31}  years'  time.  New  South  Wales  has  provided  1,500,000  acres  for 
homestead  entry  by  soldiers,  the  title  to  be  a  perpetual  lease,  the  rent  being  2}  per  cent  on 
its  capital  value,  and  the  state  will  lend  the  settler  $2,500  for  improvements. 
^  The  Australian  Commonwealth  government  has  supplemented  the  provision  of  the 
Australian  states  by  appropriating  $200,000,000,  to  be  loaned  to  settlers  to  improve  and 
equip  their  farms,  the  genml  idea  being  that  the  states  are  to  provide  the  land,  the  federal 
government  is  to  provide  the  money  to  reclaim  it,  if  it  needs  reclaiming,  and  also  to  improve 
and  equip  the  individual  farms.  The  New  Zealand  or  South  African  soldier  will  find  the 
same  generous  provision  for  his  future.  In  Great  Britain  6,000  acres  of  land  has  already 
been  bought  for  soldiers  and  a  law  enacted  authorizing  the  purchase  of  60,000  acres  more. 
^  ^tm  The  proposals  of  Secretary  Lane  were  embodied  in  two  bills,  S.  4947,  which  was  intro- 
duced September  19,  1918,  by  Senator  Myers  and  reported  favorably  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  on  October  7,  1918,  passed  the  Senate  February  24,  1919,  where  its  legis- 
lative career  ended.  This  measure  provided  for  a  survey  and  classification  by  the  Seoe- 
tary  of  the  Interior  of  all  unentered  public  lands  of  the  United  States  and  all  unused  cut- 
over,  logged  and  swamp  lands  and  other  unused  lands  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to 
disposing  thereof  to  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors  and  others. 

The  second  bill  along  the  lines  of  Secretary  Lane's  project  was  S.  5652,  introduced  into 
the  House  by  Representative  Taylor  of  Colorado  on  February  15.  It  provided  for  coopera- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  the  state  governments  in  the  reclamation  of  lands  for 
rural  settlement  of  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines. 

An  identical  bill  was  brought  into  the  Senate  by  Senator  Myers  on  February  22.  Both 
these  measures  were  reported  favorably  into  the  House  and  Senate  but  failed  of  passage  in 
either  House. 

On  December  17,  1918,  Representative  N.  Clyde  Elelly  of  Pennsylvania  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  13415)  to  secure  permanent  and  profitable  employment  for  soldiers  and  sailors 
through  the  devdopment  and  settlement  upon  a  systematic  and  comprehensive  basis  of 
agricultural  lands  and  of  forest,  mineral  and  other  natural  resources,  llie  bill  would  create 
a  special  administrative  board  to  be  known  as  the  National  Emergency  Board  for  soldier 
employment  to  consist  of  the  Secretaries  of  Labor,  Agriculture  and  the  Interior.  This 
board  is  to  organize  a  United  States  construction  service,  the  interests  of  the  employes  of 
which  are  carefully  safeguarded  by  detailed  provisions  in  tiie  bilL  The  board  is  empowered 
and  directed  to  locate  areas  of  land  in  the  United  States  and  Alaska  suitable  to  be  settled  and 
colonized  in  community  units;  to  reserve  for  this  purpose  any  and  all  parts  of  the  public 
domain  and  to  purchase  lands  in  private  ownership;  to  reclaim  and  prepare  the  said  lands 
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for  settleiiient,  inchu&ig  the  proviston  of  ready-made  farms,  farm  buildings,  stock  and 
machinery;  to  maintain  demonstrative  farms  for  agricultural  training;  to  organize  coopera^ 
tiye  buying  and  sdling  agencies,  and  to  make  loans  and  other  suitable  provisions  for  the 
settlers'  welfare.  The  ready-made  farms  should  be  paid  for  upon  long-time  terms,  the 
interest  not  to  exceed  4^  per  cent  per  annum. 

Thb  measure  was  favored  by  the  Department  of  Labor  but  the  Conmiittee  on  Labor 
which  held  hearings  upon  the  measure  on  January  17,  1919,  at  which  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  was  represented,  never  reported  it  out  of  committee.  On  February  5,  Repre- 
sentative Kelly  introduced  H.  R.  15672,  which  proposed  an  appropriation  of  $100,000,000 
to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  purposes  similar 
to  those  of  H.  R.  13415.    This  measure  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Retiremeni  System  for  Employes  in  the  Classified  Civil  Service 

An  earnest  and  persistent  effort  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  retirement  system  for  federal 
employes  was  made  during  the  three  sessions  of  the  65th  Congress,  but  without  success. 

S.  4637  provided  that  the  classified  civil  service  employes  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
eligible  for  retirement  on  an  annuity  at  the  age  of  68  years,  except  that  mechanics,  letter 
carriers  and  railway  mail  clerks  may  retire  at  65  3rears.  The  bill  divides  the  employes- 
coming  under  its  provisions  into  four  classes:  A,  30  years'  service  or  more;  B,  25  to  30  years' 
service;  C,  20  to  25  years'  service;  D,  15  to  20  years'  service.  It  provided  a  retirement  com- 
pensation  of  $600,  $540,  $480  and  $420  to  each  of  these  classes,  respectively.  The  fund  from 
^riiich  these  annuities  are  to  be  drawn  is  to  be  made  up  by  a  deduction  of  2|  per  cent  of  each 
employe's  basic  salary  or  wage,  to  which  the  government  is  to  contribute  an  equal  amount. 

lliis  measure  was  approved  by  the  St.  Paul  Convention  by  the  adoption  of  Resolution 
No.  66.  All  the  unions  of  governmental  employes  supported  the  bill.  It  was  reported 
favorably  into  the  Senate  on  September  23  by  Senator  McKellar,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Civil  Service  and  Retrenchment,  but  every  effort  to  move  it  from  its  position  as- 
unfinished  business  on  the  calendar  failed.  An  attempt  to  secure  consideration  and  favor- 
able action  was  made  on  November  18.  It  was  reached  and  read  by  title  on  the  call  of  the 
calendar  on  that  day,  but  a  motion  by  Senator  McKellar  to  proceed  to  its  immediate  con- 
sideration was  defeated  on  a  voice  vote  when  but  few  Senators  were  in  the  chamber. 

The  measure  was  up  again  on  December  5,  on  which  date  an  objectionable  substitute 
offered  by  Senator  Pomerene  of  Ohio  was  adopted.  The  bill  retained  its  place  as  unfinished 
business  on  the  Senate  calendar  until  December  10,  when  it  was  displaced  by  the  war 
revenue  bill. 

The  retirement  bill  was  introduced  into  the  House  by  Representative  Keating  on  June  3, 
1918.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Interstate  Commerce,  which  committee  reported 
favorably  on  the  bill  on  January  27,  1919.  The  bill  then  went  to  the  House  calendar.  A 
special  rule  for  its  early  consideration  was  secured  from  the  Committee  on  Rules,  but  na 
OTportunity  occurred  to  bring  up  the  measure  in  the  House  before  the  close  of  the  session, 
llius  the  bill  was  on  the  calendar  for  action  in  each  House  when  the  Congress  expired. 

"Work  or  FigM'  in  the  Draft  BiU 

The  second  draft  bill,  which  required  men  between  18  and  45  years  of  age  to  enroll^ 
was  introduced  on  August  5,  both  in  the  Senate  (S.  4856),  and  in  the  House  (H.  R.  12731). 
The  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  began  consideration  of  the  bill  at  once  and  on 
August  19  reported  it  to  the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  said  to  have  been  offered  in  com- 
mittee by  Scoiator  Jaines  A.  Reed  of  Missouri,  but  the  drafting  of  which  was  credited  to 
Senator  Charles  S.  Thomas  of  Colorado.    This  amendment  read  as  follows: 

"Provided,  that,  when  any  person  shall  have  been  placed  in  a  deferred  or 
exempted  class  for  any  of  the  reasons  m  this  paragraph  set  forth,  he  shall  not  be 
entitted  to  remain  thcoein  unless  he  shall  in  good  faith  continue,  while  ph3rsically 
able  to  do  80f  to  work  at  and  follow  such  occupation,  employment,  or  business^ 
and  if  he  fails  to  do  so  shall  again  become  subject  to  the  draft." 

New^Mper  reports  had  before  this  date  stated  that  such  an  amendment  would  be 
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embodied  in  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate  Military  Committee.  In  view  of  those 
statements,  on  August  10,  President  Gompers  addressed  to  Senator  Thomas  a  strong  pro- 
test against  such  legislation,  setting  forth  that  the  workers  in  the  United  States  were  pro- 
ducing more  per  man,  and  in  the  aggregate,  than  any  man  or  group  of  men  in  any  other 
country  in  the  world,  and  that  legi^tion  of  this  kind  would  b^  interpreted  as  a  reflection 
upon  the  lo3ralty  and  services  of  the  whole  body  of  worldngmen  for  the  sake  of  poializing 
a  few  who  might  not  be  working  up  to  the  full  measure  of  their  powers. 

The  amendment  was  at  once  construed  by  members  of  organized  labor  as  a  covert 
attempt  to  punish  strikers  by  making  them  subject  to  the  draft,  regardless  of  the  merits 
of  their  case  or  the  nature  of  their  grievance.  It  would  enable  unfair  employers  to  impose 
upon  their  workmen  such  conditions  as  they  saw  fit,  and  if  the  workers  resorted  to  their 
extreme  remedy  and  ceased  work  they  would  be  inducted  into  military  service  fortiiwith. 
'The  American  Federation  of  Labor  immediately  started  a  vigorous  opposition  to 
embodying  this  obnoxious  clause  in  the  bill.  Its  opposition  was  well  supported  by  international 
and  local  bodies  throughout  the  country.  Numerous  letters  and  telegrams  of  protest 
reached  the  Senators  from  home. 

The  opposition  to  the  amendment  pointed  out  that  the  President  already  had  power 
to  deal  with  such  situations,  but  what  the  proponents  sought  was  a  law  to  deal  summarily 
with  strikers,  not  leaving  action  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 

As  Senatm:  Poindexter  put  it  on  August  27,  "The  difference  between  existing  law  and 
the  one  proposed  is  that  under  the  latter  the  Senate  exercises  the  authority  [which  the 
President  had  not  found  it  necessary  to  exercise] .  Under  the  law  existing  now,  the  men 
striking  do  so  with  impunity  and  yet  escape  military  service;  and  no  public  official,  neither 
the  Pr^ident  nor  anybody  else,  is  violating  any  law  in  permitting  them  to  do  so.  If  this 
law  is  passed  that  can  not  be  permitted  without  a  violation  of  the  law." 

Senator  Nelson  of  Miimesota  stated  it  in  this  way: 

"But  now  we  are  seeking  to  do  in  this  matter  as  we  are  seeking  to  do  in  the 
liquor  question — make  it  mandatory  instead  of  leaving  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
executive  department,  where  we  fear  that  that  discretion  will  not  be  exercised  as 
effectively  as  it  ought  to  be." 

On  the  same  day  that  the  Senate  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported  the  draft  bill 
to  the  Senate  with  this  "work  or  fight"  amendment,  the  House  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  took  up  consideration  of  the  draft  bill.  Secretary  Morrison  appesuxd  before  the 
committee  in  opposition  to  the  Reed-Thomas  amendment.  The  House  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  reported  the  draft  bill  to  the  House  without  the  "work  or  fight"  amend- 
ment and  it  passed  the  House  without  that  amendment  on  August  24,  with  336  yeas,  2  nays 
and  92  not  voting.  The  bill  as  it  passed  the  House  reached  the  Senate  and  was  substituted 
for  the  pending  Senate  bill  on  August  26,  but  before  the  siibstitution  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  had  inserted  the  "work  or  fight"  amendment  into  the  House  bill,  so 
that  the  House  biU  came  before  the  Senate  with  that  obnoxious  clause. 

During  the  discussion  of  the  Reed-Thomas  amendment  on  August  27,  Senator  Cum- 
mins of  Iowa  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  amendment: 

"This  proviso  shall  not  apply  in  the  case  of  a  strike  if  the  strikers  have  sub- 
mitted or  ^1  at  once  submit  the  dispute  to  the  War  Labor  Board,  agree  to  abide 
and  do  abide  by  its  decision,  and  are  willing  at  once  to  resume  and  continue  work 
pending  such  decision.  The  said  board  shall  take  up  and  decide  all  such  disputes 
as  speedily  as  practicable." 

The  amendment  was  approved  by  a  vote  of  73  to  29.  Later  on  the  same  day  Senator 
McEZellar  of  Tennessee  moved  to  strike  out  the  Reed-Thomas  amendment.  This  motion 
was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  29  favorable,  40  opposed,  26  not  voting. 

After  the  passage  of  the  draft  act  by  the  Senate,  the  bill  was  sent  to  conference  between 
both  Houses  in  order  to  reach  an  agreement  regarding  amendments.  •  The  House  conferees 
insisted  upon  the  elimination  of  the  Reed-Thomas  "work  or  fight"  clause  and  to  this  the 
Senate  conferees  finally  agreed.  So  the  measure  was  enacted  in  each  House  without  that 
clause. 
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Prohibition  of  Immigration 

The  two  resolutions  regarding  the  introduction  of  Chinese  coolie  labor  into  this  country, 
introduced  in  the  House  on  May  29,  1917,  and  in  the  Senate  on  December  7,  1917,  con- 
sidered at  some  length  by  the  St  Paul  Convention  and  condemned,  never  were  reported 
from  either  committee. 

On  September  13,  1918,  Representative  John  L.  Burnett  introduced  in  the  House  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  readmission  to  the  United  States  of  aliens  who  were  con- 
scripted or  who  volunteered  their  services  with  the  military  forces  of  the  United  States, 
which  was  reported,  passed  both  Houses  and  approved  on  October  19.  1918. 

On  January  28,  1919,  Representative  Burnett  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  14774)  to  pro- 
hibit immigration  for  a  period  of  four  years.  Representative  Lufkin  of  Massachusetts 
had  on  December  10,  1918,  introduced  H.  R.  13325  which  sought  to  prohibit  immigration 
for  two  jrears. 

Extended  hearings  were  held  upon  these  bills,  at  two  of  which  Secretary  Morrison 
appeared.  A  new  bill,  H.  R.  15302,  was  reported  favorably  from  the  committee  on  Janu- 
ary 29,  which  provided  that  from  and  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  until  the  expiration 
of  four  3rears  next  after  its  i>assage,  the  immigration  of  aliens  to  the  United  States  is  pro- 
hibited and  during  such  time  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  come  into  the  United  States  from  any 
foreign  port  or  place. 

Suitable  exceptions  were  made  for  various  officials  and  their  families,  ministers,  teachers, 
travelers  and  aliens  previously  admitted.  The  bill  remained  upon  the  House  calendar  until 
the  close  of  the  session  without  further  action. 

We  recommend  that  every  effort  should  be  put  forth  to  secure  the  enactment  of  this 
measure  by  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

While  this  report  is  being  prepared,  information  comes  of  the  passing  away  of  Mr. 
Burnett'  We  desire  here  formally  to  express  Labor's  appreciation  of  his  staunch  champion- 
ship and  advocacy  of  Labor's  fight  for  the  restriction  of  immigration  and  recognition  of 
the  principle  whidi  the  labor  movement  has  considered  advisable  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
people  generally. 

So-Coiled  Efficiency  Systems 

For  a  number  of  years  the  naval  appropriations  laws  have  carried  this  provision  against 
so-called  efficiency  systems: 

"That  no  part  of  the  appropriations  made  in  this  act  shall  be  available  for 
the  salary  or  pay  of  any  officer,  manager,  -superintendent,  foreman,  or  other  per- 
son having  charge  of  the  work  of  any  employe  of  the  United  States  government 
while  making  or  causing  to  be  made  with  a  stop  watch  or  other  time-measuring 
device  a  time  study  of  any  job  of  any  such  employe  between  the  starting  and  com- 
pletion thereof,  or  of  the  movements  of  an^  such  employe  while  engaged  upon 
such  work ;  nor  shall  any  part  of  the  appropriations  made  in  this  act  be  available 
to  pay  any  premiums  or  bonus  or  cash  reward  to  any  employe  in  addition  to  his 
regular  wages,  except  for  suggestions  resulting  in  improvements  or  economy  in 
the  operation  of  any  government  plant." 

A  similar  provision  in  the  army  appropriation  bill  of  this  year  was  opposed  by  Repre- 
sentative Parker  of  New  Jersey,  who  in  committee  of  the  whole  House  on  February  18,  1919, 
moved  to  strike  it  out.  The  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  24  to  46.  Both  the  army  and 
the  naval  appropriation  bills  subsequentiy  failed  of  passage. 

Woman  Suffrage 

W^  Woman  sufErage  failed  of  approval  m  the  Senate  by  narrow  margins  on  two  occasions. 
Hi  J.  Resolution  No.  200,  introduced  on  December  18,  1917,  by  Representative  Raker  of 
California,  passed  the  House  on  January  10,  1918,  by  a  vote  of  274  to  136,  17  not  voting. 
It  reached  the  Sexutte  calendar  on  May  6,  1918,  but  no  vote  upon  it  was  secured  until 
October  1,  when  the  vote  was  53  ayes,  3 1  nays,  12  not  voting.  A  motion  to  reconsider  was 
made,  and^this  kept  the  measure  upon  the  S^iate  calendar,  and  on  February  10,  1919,  it 
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was  again  voted  upon,  but  again  failed  of  approval  by  a  vote  of  55  ytSLS,  to  29  nays,  12  not 
voting.    A  change  of  one  vote  would  have  given  the  ]:equi]:ed  two-thirds  majority. 

Department  of  Labor 

After  many  3rears  of  agitation  and  education  on  the  part  of  organized  labor,  the  federal 
Department  of  Labor  was  established  to  deal  with  those  important  human  relations  which 
grow  out  of  the  association  of  workers  and  management  for  production.  The  organic  act 
thus  specifies  the  purposes  of  the  department:  "To  foster,  promote  and  develop  the  welfare 
of  the  wage-earners  of  the  United  States,  to  improve  their  working  conditions,  and  to 
advance  their  opi)ortunities  for  profitable  employment."  These  purposes  are  essential  to 
national  well-bc^  as  well  as  to  the  development  of  business  organization  in  accord  with 
sound  principles. 

Prom  year  to  3rear  we  have  reported  upon  and  recorded  the  good  work  carried  on  by 
the  Department  of  Labor  in  behalf  of  the  interests  and  well-being  of  the  wage-earners  of 
the  cotmtry  which  justifies  otu:  advocacy  of  the  department.  We  appreciate  that  much 
more  could  have  be^  done  if  the  government  had  given  full  recognition  to  the  utility  of  the 
the  department  and  Congress  had  made  the  necessary  appropriations. 

Although  the  work  of  the  Department  of  Labor  affects  directly  the  foundations  of 
organized  society.  Congress  from  the  very  first  has  failed  to  appropriate  sufficient  funds  for 
its  proper  maintenance.  Congress  instructed  the  Department  of  Labor  to  perform  a  human- 
itarian work  of  great  value  to  business  as  well  as  to  wage-earners,  but  has  withheld  the  funds 
necessary  to  carry  out  instructions.  By  this  parsimonious  and  ill-advised  policy  Congress 
has  for  srears  prevented  the  Department  of  Labor  from  fully  developing  the  great  usefulness 
that  properly  belongs  to  its  functions  and  field. 

The  Seattle  (1913)  Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  instructed  the 
Executive  Cotmdl  and  the  Legislative  Committee  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  to  use  every  possible 
means  to  induce  Congress  to  make  adequate  appropriation  for  the  Department  of  Labor. 
But  not  until  war  ema:gency  and  war  needs  demonstrated  that  national  welfare  and  safety 
depended  upon  authorizing  the  Department  of  Labor  to  develop  and  make  effective  national 
labor  policies,  was  the  Department  of  Labor  given  sufficient  ftmds  to  organize  agencies  to 
perform  the  work  which  Congress  instructed  it  to  do  in  the  organic  act  creating  the  depart- 
ment. 

In  addition  to  the  National  War  Labor  Board,  one  of  the  principal  and  essential  of 
these  newly  created  agencies  was  the  emplo3anent  service.  This  service  had  its  origin  in 
1907  when  there  was  created  in  the  Bur^u  of  Immigration  a  Division  of  Information.  This 
division  established  a  public  emplo3mient  sjrstem  in  connection  with  the  immigration  station 
in  New  York.  It  had  only  the  authority  granted  under  the  act  creating  the  immigration 
station  in  New  York  and  provided  solely  for  the  distribution  of  aliens. 

The  Department  of  Labor,  with  but  meager  funds  at  its  command  entered  into  coopera- 
tive relations  with  the  Postoffice  Department  whereby  the  country-wide  agencies  of  the 
latter  department  were  utilized  to  relieve  the  labor  shortage  and  more  advantageously  dis- 
tribute labor  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  harvest  season  in  the  wheat-growing  states. 

Early  in  1917  an  emergency  situation  arose  when  the  emplojrment  service  was  called 
upon  to  locate  emplo3rment  for  members  of  the  National  Guard  who  had  been  relieved  from 
service  on  the  Mexican  border. 

Although  every  department  of  government  was  almost  immediately  provided  with 
funds  when  Congress  declared  war  on  April  6,  1917,  the  employment  service  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  did  not  receive  any  appropriation  until  October  6,  1917,  six  months  after  . 
war  had  been  declared,  and  then  only  $250,000  was  appropriated.  With  this  meager  appro- 
priation the  employment  service  faced  a  dilemma  of  either  almost  utter  failure  or  the  secur- 
ing of  the  necessary  ftmds  to  expand  the  service  to  such  proportion  as  would  enable  it  to 
f  tmction  adequately  in  keeping  industries  supplied  with  necessary  man  power.  Portunately, 
Congress  had  placed  in  the  President's  hands  a  fund  of  $100,000,000  to  be  di^imrsed  by  him 
as  emergencies  arose.  Prom  this  fund  the  President  turned  over  to  the  Department  of 
Labor  on  December  5,  1917,  for  the  use  of  the  emplo3mient  service,  $825,000. 

It  required  fully  nineteen  months  for  this  country  to  transform  itself  from  a  peace  to 
a  war  baas,  and  it  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  the  period  of  readjustment  will  require 
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an  equal  amount  of  time.  The  need,  therefore,  for  the  continuation  of  the  emplojrment 
service  i«  plain  and  imperative. 

In  partial  recognition  of  this  need  the  House  Appropriation  Committee  provided  in  an 
urgent  deficiency  bill,  reported  and  passed  by  the  House  just  prior  to  the  adjournment  sine 
die  of  the  65th  Congress,  a  sum  totaling  nearly  $2,000,000  to  maintain  the  employment 
service  until  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  Jime  30,  1919.  When  the  House  Appropriations 
Committee  made  its  report  to  the  House  qn  the  Sundry  Civil  bill,  the  measure  carrying 
general  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,  1919,  the  emplo3mient  service 
was  completely  cut  out,  thus  temporarily  and  seriously  ctutailing  the  work  of  the  service. 
However,  a  minority  report  was  submitted  by  four  members  of  the  committee — Representa- 
tives Gallivan  of  Massachusetts,  Evans  of  Montana,  Eagen  of  New  Jersey  and  McAndrews 
of  Illinois.  While  the  minority  report  was  ably  championed  by  those  who  signed  it,  the 
House  adopted  the  majority  report  by  a  large  vote. 

Upon  the  passage  of  the  urgent  deficiency  bill  and  the  Sundry  Ciyil  bill  by  the  House, 
they  went  to  the  Senate  for  action,  but  the  filibuster  in  that  body  prevented  action  and  they 
died  in  committee.  As  a  result  of  the  failure  of  the  urgent  deficiency  bill  the  employm^t 
service  was  compelled  to  reduce  its  activities. 

Prior  to  the  creation  and  country-wide  expansion  of  the  emplojrment  service,  private 
employment  agencies,  and  agencies  controlled  and  operated  by  emplojrers  in  certain  indus- 
tries conspicuously  noted  for  their  system  of  blacklisting,  together  with  racial  groups, 
maintained  contact  with  the  unemployed.  The  private  agencies  operated  purely  on  a 
commercial  basis,  and  fostered  grave  abuses.  Emplo3rment  agencies  supported  by  racial 
^ups  have  retard^  the  influences  which  make  Jtor  an  understanding  of  American  institu- 
tions. The  agencies  controlled  by  employers  complete  the  trio  of  iniquities  in  the  employ- 
ment field.  The  questionable  methods  of  private  employment  schemes  are  again  being 
restored  to  their  former  status. 

No  more  convincing  testimony  as  to  the  necesaty  for  a  federal  employment  service 
could  have  beoi  given  than  the  rallying  of  states,  municipalities,  voltmtary  organizations, 
business  concerns  and  individuals  to  provide  funds  to  tide  oVer  the  United  States  Employ- 
ment Service  until  Congress  shall  make  the  necessary  appropriation. 

By  appropriations  in  the  Sundry  Civil  Act  for  1918  to  1919,  the  Secretary  of  Labor  was 
authorized  and  did  develop  additional  agencies  to  perform  the  work  whidi  Congress  at 
that  time  deemed  essential  and  important,  all  of  which  were  looked  upon  with  disfavor  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress  with  the  exception  of  the  Women  in  Industry  Service  and  to  this 
Service  Congress  allowed  only  $40,000  where  $150,000  was  asked.  As  it  is  evident  that 
women  will  remain  in  industry  in  greater  numbers  than  ever  before,  and  that  this  Service 
has  an  important  work  to  perform  in  the  reconstruction  period  and  in  the  formulation  of 
general  labor  policies  whidi  affect  wage-earning  women,  this  service  should  be  continued  and 
enlarged. 

This  report  foreshadowed  a  policy  and  purpose  of  the  House  of  Representatives  so  to 
hamper  the  Department  of  Labor  that  it  would  be  unable  to  do  constructive  work  in  the 
readjustment  period  in  which  the  industrial  problems  are  most  vital.  The  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives adopted  the  report  of  the  committee.  By  thus  stripping  the  Department  of 
Labor,  facilities  are  made  even  smaller  than  they  were  in  pre-war  times.  This  action  was 
taken  despite  the  fact  that  industrial  problems  are  even  more  vital  and  urgent  than  they 
were  before  the  beginning  of  the  war.  The  country  has  passed  through  a  period  of  develop- 
ment in  which  the  federal  leaden^p  has  come  to  the  front  and  in  which  national  economic 
development  is  recognized  as  of  an  importance  at  least  equal  to  political  development  and 
clearly  conditioning  all  political  progress. 

At  a  time  when  foreign  movements  are  challenging  political  democracy  and  making 
imperative  a  dear  definition  of  economic  right  and  justice,  the  House  of  Representatives 
refiises  to  grant  the  Department  of  Labor  the  necessary  funds  for  promoting  constructive 
work. 

The  appropriations  for  the  Department  of  Labor  have  been  less  than  for  any  other 
d^Mutment  in  the  government  In  order  that  a  comparison  may  be  made  of  the  treatment 
by  Congress  of  the  Department  of  Labor,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and  the  Depart- 
ment oi  Commerce,  the  following  appropriations  recommended  by  the  House  Appropria- 
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tions  Committee  and  other  bills  carnong  appropriations  is  indicative  of  the  attitude  of 

Appropriation,  Department  of  Agriculture $31,691,562 

Appropriation,  Department  of  CommerccL 25,533,205 

Appropriation,  Department  of  Labor. 4, 1 7 1 , 320 

Out  of  the  $4,171,320  recommended  for  the  Department  of  Labor,  $2,815,550  is  pro- 
vided for  the  enforcement  of  the  immigration  and  naturalization  laws,  thus  leaving  only 
$1,355,660  to  carry  on  the  necessary  and  vital  work  of  the  department,  involving  the  inter- 
ests of  38,167,336  men,  women  and  children  over  10  years  of  age,  engaged  in  gainful  occu^ 
pations,  according  to  the  1910  census  report.  There  are  now  over  40,000,000  people  engaged 
in  gainful  occupations. 

Especially  at  a  time  when  thexe  is  world-wide  recognition  of  the  fundamental  importance 
of  industrial  problems,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shows  by  its  appropriations  policy 
that  it  has  failed  to  interpret  correctly  the  spirit  and  the  trend  of  the  present-Klay  develop- 
ment. We  maintain  that  the  importance  of  the  interests  at  issue  and  the  faithful,  loyal 
service  the  workers  have  given  the  government  and  society,  have  earned  for  us  the  right 
to  fair  consideration  in  the  expenditure  of  national  f tmds. 

We  recommend  that  Congress  be  advised  that  it  is  the  earnest  desire  of  the  organized 
labor  movement  and  of  all  America's  workers  that  the  Department  of  Labor  be  provided 
with  adequate  funds  for  performing  the  important  work  which  devolves  upon  that  depart- 
ment 

Railroad  Operation 

Protracted  hearings  and  long  discussions  of  the  railroad  problem  failed  to  produce  any 
legislation  on  the  subject  in  the  65th  Congress.  Even  an  appropriation  bill  carrying  a 
revolving  fund  of  $750,000,000,  needed  to  keep  the  roads  in  operation,  failed  of  passage. 

All  the  private  interests  which  desired  to  recover  control  of  the  nation's  railwasrs  were 
exceedingly  active.  They  tu'ged  that  the  national  government  is  inefficient  and  incompetent 
to  conduct  properly  so  great  an  enterprise  as  the  national  railroad  system,  and  that  to  attach 
two  million  railroad  workers  to  the  government  pay  roll  would  be  so  dangerous  to  the  Repub- 
lic that  it  ought  not  to  be  considered.  The  whole  ^stem  of  government,  it  was  said,  would 
degenerate  into  an  inert  bureaucracy,  lacking  initiative,  and  so  hampered  by  its  own  limita- 
tions as  to  be  incapable  of  rendering  the  service  required.  The  influence  that  so  great  a  body 
of  employes  might  exert  upon  politics  was  firequentiy  enlarged  upon  at  congressional  hear- 
ings and  before  the  public  The  progress  and  efficiency  of  private  initiative  and  enterprise 
which  would  surely  develop  a  magnificent  system  fully  capable  of  meeting  all  the  needs  of 
the  country,  were  dwelt  upon  in  glowing  terms;  but  the  perversion  of  courts,  the  corruption  * 
of  legislative  bodies  and  public  officials,  the  rebates  and  discriminations  creating  monopolies, 
the  deliberate  looting,  the  manipulation  of  securities,  stock  watering,  the  suppression  of 
water  transportation,  and  the  inadequate  equipment,  which  marked  the  private  operation 
of  railroads  for  fifty  years,  were  carefully  kept  in  the  background.  It  was  claimed  that  the 
real  root  of  the  evils  of  past  railroad  operations  lies  not  in  the  greed  and  perversion  of  the 
promoters,  managers  and  financiers,  but  in  ill-conceived  legislation  and  misapplied  regu- 
lation. 

It  may  be  significant  that  the  strongest  advocates  of  a  return  to  private  control  of  the 
railroads  deemed  that  two  important  measures  were  absolutely  essential  to  make  private 
control  safe  and  successful:  (l)  Large  grants  of  public  credit  or  cash  for  rehabilitation, 
current  capital  and  extensions;  (2)  "remedial"  legislation  so  deep  and  high  and  strong  that 
it  can  be  absolutely  relied  upon  surely  to  protect  the  public  against  financial  exploiters, 
who  apparentiy  are  expected  again  to  control  the  roads  if  they  go  back  to  private  operation. 
How  such  legislation  can  be  secured  against  the  opposition  of  the  exploiters  was  not  indi- 
cated. If  the  government  would  advance  or  underwrite  the  necessary  funds,  which  the 
broken  credit  of  the  roads  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to  secure  for  themselves,  then  the 
railroads  would  no  longer  be  dependent  on  bankers  or  subject  to  their  dictation. 

Various  plans  for  the  future  control  and  operation  of  the  roads  were  proposed  to  Con- 
gress or  advocated  in  the  public  press.  Among  the  more  important  were  those  of  the  Inter- 
state Commerce  Commission,  the  Association  of  Railway  Executives,  one  by  Paul  M. 
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Waifours,  formerly  Vice-Govemor  of  the  Federal  Reserve  Board ;  one  by  Nathan  L.  Amster, 
President  of  the  Investors'  Association  of  America,  and  a  plan  by  Glenn  E.  Plumb,  Esq., 
endorsed  in  principle  by  the  railroad  unions.  The  last  was  the  oidy  one  among  those  men- 
tioned which  proposed  public  ownership. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  United  States  organized  a  conference  composed  of 
representatives  d  many  large  organizations,  to  consider  the  nulway  situation,  whidh  held 
four  two-day  sessions  in  Washington,  December  12-13,  1918;  February  13-14,  March  28-29, 
and  April  17-18,  1919.  Presid^t  Gompers  was  invited  to  participate  in  this  conference, 
but  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  attend,'and  the  A.  F.  of  h.  was  represented  by  Sea:etaiy 
Morrison. 

The  plan  of  the  Association  of  Railway  Executives  declares  for  private  ownership, 
management  and  operation  of  the  American  railways  as  the  national  policy;  regulation 
exclusively  by  the  national  government  through  machineiy  re^Kmsive  to  the  needs  and 
convenient  to  the  people;  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  to  be  relieved  of  its  execu- 
tive and  administrative  duties,  except  federal  valuation  and  accounting,  and  to  exercise 
quasi-judicial  functions  and  pass  upon  rates  and  discriminations;  a  department  of  trans- 
portation to  be  created,  the  head  of  which  should  be  known  as  Secretary  of  Transportation 
and  be  a  member  of  the  President's  cabinet.  By  suggestion  and  cooperation  with  the  car- 
riers, and  recommendations  to  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  he  should  maintain 
proper  service  and  create  the  credit  necessary  for  the  private  companies  to  meet  the  public 
needs  for  facilities,  while  protecting  the  interests  of  employes,  owners,  shippers  and  the 
traveling  public.  He  would  recommend  to  the  President  such  measures  and  pc^des  as 
would  promote  the  interests  of  the  public  and  the  adequacy  of  the  service,  and  would  have 
power  to  divert  traffic  from  congested  lines  and  require  common  use  of  terminals  on  such 
terms  as  he  deems  reasonable.  In  national  emergencies  he  could  direct  the  carriers  to 
coordinate  their  facilities  and  operate  as  a  unified  national  system.  New  branch  lines  or 
expensive  terminals  would  requre  a  certificate  of  public  convenience  from  the  Secretary 
of  Transportation.  The  carriers  would  have  power  to  initiate  rates,  subject  to  his  imme- 
diate approval  and  final  approval  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  For  tiie 
operation  of  the  railroads  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  should  divide  the  country 
into  regions,  with  regional  commissions  to  hear  and  determine  complaints  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission.  The  Clayton  Act  and  other  existing 
laws  should  be  so  modified  as  to  permit  consdidations,  mergers,  agreements,  pooling  and 
division  of  earnings.  Federal  incorporation  of  all  interstate  railroad  companies  should  be 
compulsory.  Questions  of  wages  and  working  conditions  should  be  settled  if  possible  by 
officers  of  the  railroad  and  representatives  of  the  employes.  A  board  on  which  employes, 
employers  and  the  public  wotdd  have  equal  representEition  would  investigate  and  report  to 
the  S^retary  of  Transportation  on  the  merits  of  such  labor  controversies  as  the  parties  are 
unable  to  adjust  Pendhig  such  investigation  and  report,  and  for  a  reasonable  time  there- 
after, there  dbould  be  neitl:^  lockout  nor  strike. 

For  the  Investors'  Protective  Association,  Mr.  Amster  proposed  the  following: 

(1)  The  incorporation,  under  a  federal  charter,  of  a  national  transportation 
corporation  which  ^all  absorb  the  stocks  of  all  the  railroads  which  at  present  are 
being  operated  under  federal  control,  and  of  such  other  roads  as  it  may  be  deemed 
necessary  or  expedient  to  absorb. 

(2)  The  corporation  to  have  an  authorized  capital  of  $15,000,000,000,  repre- 
sented by  stocks  of  one  kind  and  denomination  of  the  par  value  of  $100  each. 

(3)  The  corporation  shall  issue  only  as  much  stock  as  may  be  found  neces- 
sary to  acquire  the  stock  of  the  railroads  which  are  to  be  acquired  by  it,  and  the 
issue  shall  be  on  the  basis  of  one  share  of  federal  stock  for  each  $100  of  actual  value 
represented  by  stock  so  acquired. 

(4)  The  creation  of  a  permanent  valuation  adjustment  commission  to 
determine  the  fair  value  of  the  stocks  to  be  acquired  by  the  federal  corporation. 

(5)  The  federal  corporation  shall  be  managed  by  a  board  of  governors  com- 
posed of  seven  members,  who  shall  be  named  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  approval  of  the  Senate,  and  ^all  hold  office,  within  a  proper  age 
limit,  for  life,  removable  only  by  impeachment  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
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States  under  the  niles  of  procedtue  in  the  impeachment  of  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gress. The  said  board  shall  have  absolute  control  of  the  management  and  financ- 
ing of  the  proposed  corporation,  with  the  same  rights  and  powers  as  are  now  exer- 
cised by  corporate  directors  under  state  charters  and  under  the  common  law. 

(6)  Pour  members  of  the  board  of  governors  shall  be  selected  from  the  stock- 
holders of  the  railroads,  one  member  from  railroad  employes,  one  member  from 
the  commerdal,  or  shipping,  interests,  and  one  member  ^aU  represent  the  govern- 
ment 

The  St  ock  of  the  federal  corporation  shall  carry  cumulative  dividends  up  to  5  per  cent 
and  shall  be  limited  in  dividends  to  6  per  cent.  All  earnings  of  the  corporation  in  excess  of 
the  6  per  cent  dividend  paid  to  the  stockholders,  shall  be  used  in  the  interests  of  labor  and 
the  public,  as  follows:  40  per  cent  to  be  distributed  among  the  employes  on  a  percentage 
basis  in  proportion  to  their  wages;  30  per  cent  to  be  set  aside  as  a  fund  to  be  known  as  a 
bonus  and  merit  fund,  to  be  used  from  time  to  time  in  the  public  interest  in  the  form  of 
bonuses  or  rewards  as  an  incentive  to  employes  for  unusual  service  or  inventions,  or  for  the 
introduction  of  economies  that  may  result  in  better  service  and  reduced  operating  costs. 
The  remaining  30  per  cent  shall  be  placed  in  a  fund  to  be  used  for  property  improvements. 

The  plan  submitted  by  Mr.  Plumb,  supported  by  the  railway  employes'  organizations, 
advocates  government  ownership  of  the  railroads  and  suggests  that  such  ownmhip  would 
mean  an  annual  saving  in  interest  costs  of  from  four  to  six  hundred  million  dollars  and  be- 
lieves that  thb  saving  would  permit  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent  in  the  current  rates  of  trans- 
portation. It  proposes  the  operation  of  the  roads  by  a  single  corporation  regulated  by  and 
accountable  to  the  government  for  all  its  acts  and  expenditures. 

Such  a  corporation  would  require  no  capital.  It  should  be  organized  under  a  federal 
law.  It  should  be  authorized  to  take  and  hold  and  operate  these  properties  under  the  full 
regulatory  power  of  the  government.  It  should  be  required  to  meet  all  costs  of  operation 
and  fixed  charges  upon  the  capital  employed,  which  had  been  guaranteed  by  the  govern^ 
ment.  A  certain  agreed  percentage  of  the  net  results  of  operation  should  belong  to  this 
corporation.  The  stock  of  this  corporation  should  be  held  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the 
employes.  The  earnings  of  the  corporation  should  constitute  a  trust  fund  to  be  declared 
as  a  dividend  upon  tiie  amounts  paid  to  the  labor  which  it  employs,  eveiy  employe  receiving 
that  proportion  of  this  trust  fund  which  his  annual  wage  bore  to  the  total  annual  compensar 
tion  of  all  employes.  The  affairs  of  this  corporation  ^ould  be  administered  by  a  board  of 
dkectors,  which,  tentatively,  it  is  suggested,  should  be  selected  in  the  following  manner — 
one-third  of  the  directors  to  be  elected  by  the  classified  employes  below  the  grade  of  ap- 
pointed ofiSdals;  one-third  by  the  appointed  officers  and  employes;  the  final  third  being 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  This  board  of  directors  should  have  power 
to  appoint  idl  officers  from  president  down  to  the  point  where  emplojrment  beg^is  by  classi- 
fication, and  to  prescribe  the  conditions  of  employment  and  clarification  of  all  other  em^- 
ployes.  Such  an  organization,  it  was  said,  would  promote  a  monde  among  employes  that 
has  never  been  approached  in  any  industrial  enterprise.  It  would  supplant  the  old  system 
of  competition  under  which  the  profits  of  the  laborer's  industry  went  to  another,  and  in 
which  he  could  never  hope  to  share,  by  a  new  system  where  the  profit  of  his  industiy  accrued 
to  himself  alone;  where  all  emplo3res  were  united  by  a  common  purpose,  all  working  toward 
a  common  end,  inspired  by  the  same  motives,  by  the  same  incentives,  and  with  no  oppor- 
tunity for  a  division  of  interests,  and  no  apprehension  that  another  would  reap  what  he  had 
sown.  The  territory  benefited  wotdd  be  required  to  contribute  toward  the  cost  of  new 
extensions. 

Its  sponsors  claimed  that  this  plan  would  remove  the  operation  of  the  roads  from  undue 
political  influence. 

For  these  reasons  and  our  declarations  on  reconstruction  and  general  information  upon 
the  subject  we  recommend  to  the  convention  the  endorsement  of  government  ownership 
of  railroads. 

District  qf  Columbia  Two-Platoon  System 

Resolution  No.  28,  concurred  in  by  the  St  Paul  Convention,  urged  untiring  effort  by 
all  labor  organizations  in  aid  of  the  ad(^on  of  the  two-platoon  ssrstem  for  firemen,  and  the 
report  of  the  Executive  Ounmittee  made  special  mention  of  H.  R.  11231,  which  made  pro- 
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vision  for  the  two-platoon  system  for  the  firemen  of  the  District  of  Cohmibia.  This  bill 
passed  the  House  on  April  22,  1918,  passed  the  Senate  on  July  8  with  amendments.  On 
September  30  it  was  sent  to  conference,  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  being  Sena- 
tors Saulsbury  of  Delaware,  King  of  Utah  and  Dillingham  of  Vermont,  and  Representatives 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Grosser  of  Ohio  and  Gary  of  Wisconsin  on  the  part  of  the  House. 
This  conference  committee  never  xeported,  and  the  bill  died  with  the  expiration  of  Congress. 
Nevuthdess,  the  two-platoon  system  has  been  installed  in  Washington.  In  the 
District  Appropriation  bill  of  19 18  was  a  clause  allowing  the  fire  force  to  be  increased  to  144. 
This  increase  would  permit  the[Commissioners  to  arrange  for  two  platoons,  and  it  was  under- 
stood that  this  would  be  done.  In  the  District  Appropriation  bill  of  this  year  was  a  clause 
making  the  two-platoon  system  mandatory.  Notwithstanding  the  biU  was  among  those 
which  failed  at  the  close  of  the  session,  the  mandatory  clause  for  the  two-platoon  system 
was  acted  upon  by  the  C(»nmissioners  and  the  system  went  into  effect  on  February  8,  1919. 

Porto  Rican  Conditions 

Persistent  requests  of  Porto  Ricans  for  statehood  or  independence  for  the  people  of 
that  island  at  last  secured  enough  attention  from  Congress  to  secure  the  introduction  and 
committee  consideration  of  a  joint  resolution,  introduced  on  January  14,  1919,  by  Senator 
^ulsbury  of  Delaware,  to  authorize  the  President  to  appoint  a  commission  of  three  mem- 
bers to  study  and  report  upon  the  industrial  and  economic  conditions  of  the  island.  The 
Committee  on  Pacific  Islands  and  Porto  Rico  reported  favorably  on  the  resolution  on  Feb- 
ruary 10,  but  no  further  action  was  ever  taken  upon  it. 

A  party  of  twenty  members  of  the  House,  however,  went  to  Porto  Rico  early  in  ApriL 
for  investigation  and  information,  with  a  view  to  future  legislation.  A  representative  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  also  went  to  Porto  Rico  at  about  the  same  time,  in  con- 
nection with  the  extensive  strike  of  tobacco  workers  and  dgannakers  then  prevailing  on 
ft^  island. 

Meat  Packing  Monopoly 

On  February  17,  1917,  Presi4ent  Wilson  requested  the  Federal  Trade  Commission 
to  "investigate  and  report  facts  relating  to  the  production,  ownership,  manufacture,  storage 
and  distribution  of  foodstuffs  and  the  products  or  by-products  arising  from  or  in  connec- 
tion with  their  preparation  and  manufacture;  to  ascertain  the  facts  bearing  on  alleged 
violations  of  the  antitrust  acts,  and  particularly  upon  the  question  whether  there  are  man- 
ipulations, controls,  trusts,  combinations,  conspiracies,  or  restraints  of  trade  out  of  harmony 
with  the  law  or  the  public  interest,"  to  the  end  that  "proper  remedies,  legislative  or  admin- 
istrative, may  be  applied." 

On  July  3,  1918,  in  a  letter  to  the  President,  the  commission  reported  that  it  had  found 
an  intricate  fabric  of  "monopolies,  controls,  combinations,  conspiracies  and  restraints." 
The  commission  said: 

"It  appears  that  five  great  packing  concerns  of  the  country — Swift,  Armour, 
Morris,  Cudahy,  and  Wilson — ^have  attained  such  a  dominant  position  that  they 
control  at  will  the  market  in  which  they  buy  their  supplies,  the  market  in  whidi 
they  sell  their  products,  and  hold  the  fortunes  of  their  competitors  in  their  hands. 

"The  producer  of  live  stock  is  at  the  mercy  of  these  five  companies  because 
they  control  the  market  and  the  marketing  facilities  and,  to  some  extent,  the  roll- 
ing stock  which  transpcxrts  the  product  to  the  market. 

"The  competitors  of  these  five  concerns  are  at  their  mercy  because  of  the 
control  of  the  market  places,  storage  facilities,  and  the  refrigeratcn:  cars  for  dis- 
tribution. 

"The  consumer  of  meat  products  is  at  the  mercy  of  these  five  because  both 
producer  and  competitor  are  helpless  to  bring  relief." 

The  commission  found  that  these  combinations  and  monopolies  were  made  possible 
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through  the  ownership  or  control  of  the  stockjrards,  refrigerator  and  other  special  cars, 
warehouses  and  cold-storage  plants.    It  recommended: 

1.  That  the  government  acquire,  through  the  railroad  administration,  all 
rolling  stock  used  for  the  transportation  of  meat  animals  and  that  such  ownership 
be  declared  a  government  monopoly. 

2.  That  the  government  acquire,  through  the  railroad  administration,  the 
principal  and  necessary  stockyards  of  the  country,  to  be  treated  as  freight  depots 
and  to  be  operated  tmder  such  conditions  as  will  insure  open,  competitive  markets, 
with  uniform  scale  of  charges  for  all  services  performed,  and  the  acquisition  or 
establishment  of  such  additional  yards  from  time  to  time  as  the  future  development 
of  live-stock  production  in  the  United  States  may  require.  This  to  include  custo- 
mary adjuncts  of  stockyards. 

3.  That  the  government  acquire,  through  the  railroad  administration,  all 
privately  owned  refrigerator  cars  and  all  necessary  equipment  for  their  proper 
operation,  and  that  such  ownership  be  declared  a  government  monopoly. 

4.  That  the  federal  government  acquire  such  of  the  branch  houses,  cold- 
storage  plants,  and  warehouses  as  are  necessary  to  provide  facilities  for  the  competi- 
tive marketing  and  storage  of  food  products  in  the  principal  centers  of  distribution 
and  consumption.  The  same  to  be  operated  by  the  governments  public  markets 
and  storage  places  under  such  conditions  as  will  afford  an  outlet  for  all  manu- 
facturers and  handlers  of  food  products  on  equal  terms.  Supplementing  the 
marketing  and  storage  facilities  thus  acquired,  the  federal  government  establi^, 
through  the  railroad  administration,  at  the  terminals  of  all  principal  points  of 
distribution  and  consumption,  central  wholesale  markets  and  storage  plants, 
with  facilities  open  to  all  upon  payment  of  just  and  fair  charges. 

These  recommendations  were  embodied  in  a  bill,  H.  R.  13324,  but  the  committee  failed 
to  report  upon  it  Long  hearings  were  held  by  the  Interstate  Commerce  Committee  of  the 
House  and  seemed  to  show  conclusively  the  existence  of  a  combination  which  not  cmly  con- 
trols and  regulates  the  price  of  beef,  lamb,  hogs,  and  other  meats,  but  also  eggs,  butter, 
poultry,  cheese,  rice,  fi^,  canned  goods  of  all  description,  leather  and  wool.  In  so 
far  as  this  combination  restricts  the  supply  and  enhances  tbe  cost  of  these  necessaries, 
the  laboring  people  of  the  country  are  adversely  affected  and  the  matter  becomes 
one  of  vital  concern  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  The  Federal  Trade  Com- 
mission^ iUustratiog  the  Armour  operations,  states  that  Armour  &  Co.  first  began  dealing 
in  rice  m  1917,  and  in  that  one  year  sold  more  than  16,000,000  pounds  of  rice,  becoming 
the  greatest  rice  merchants  in  the  world.  The  wholesale  price  of  rice  advanced  65  per  cent. 
The  packers  during  the  war-shortage  of  leather,  when  it  was  difficult  to  furnish  ^oes  for 
soldiers,  hoarded  such  quantities  of  hides  that  it  was  impossible  to  find  proper  storage  room 
for  them. 

The  history  of  the  development  of  the  firm  of  Armour  &  Co.  was  one  of  the  interesting 
features  of  the  evidence.  The  original  firm  dates  from  1867,  and  in  1868  it  represented  a 
capital  investment  of  $160,000.  Prom  the  beginning  it  was  the  policy  of  Armour  &  Co.  to 
declare  only  small  dividends  and  to  reserve  the  greater  part  of  the  profits  for  reinvestment 
in  the  business.  For  many  years  87.9  per  cent  of  the  total  earnings  have  been  reinvested 
in  the  business  and  only  12. 1  per  cent  of  the  earnings  have  been  paid  out  in  dividends.  In 
1900  the  corporation  of  Armour  &  Co.  was  formed,  succeeding  the  partnership  which  had 
heretofore  existed.  At  this  time  a  merger  was  effected  with  the  Armour  Packing  Co.  of 
Elansas  City,  a  concern  founded  in  1869  by  Simeon  B.  Armour,  a  brother  of  Phillip  D. 
Armour,  founder  of  the  original  firm.  The  persistent  reinvesting  of  earnings  in  the  busi- 
ness caused  the  original  $160,000  to  grow  to  $20,000,000  in  1900.  The  combined  capital 
stock  and  surplus  of  the  two  concerns  was  given  in  that  3rear  as  $33,438,98 1 .  Profits  continued 
to  be  largely  reinvested  in  the  industry.  In  1916  the  corporation  was  able  to  declare  a  400 
per  cent  stock  dividend — that  is  to  say,  each  holder  of  one  share  was  given  four  additional 
shares  without  cost.  This  made  the  capital  stock  of  Armour  &  Co.  over  $100,000,000,  a 
gratifjring  increase  of  the  original  investment  of  $160,000.  It  did  not  appear  that  any 
capital  additional  to  the  original  $160,000  had  ever  been  invested  in  the  busmess,  excepting 
when  the  merger  was  effected  with  the  Armour  Packing  Co.  of  Kansas  City  in  1900. 
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Second-Class  Postal  Rates 

In  compliance  with  the  instructions  of  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  as  embodied  in  Resc^u- 
tion  No.  123,  copies  of  that  resolution  were  sent  to  President  Wilson,  Postmaster-Generai 
Burleson,  and  to  all  members  of  Congress,  together  with  a  protest  signed  by  President 
Gompers  against  the  taking  effect  on  July  1,  1918,  of  the  increased  rates  and  the  postal  zone 
S3rstem  for  second-class  publications.  In  spite  of  this  protest  the  increased  rates  took  effect 
on  July  1,  as  provided  by  section  1101  of  the  revenue  act  of  1917.  An  effort  was  made  to 
secure  a  repeal  of  the  increased  rates  and  the  postal  zone  system  in  the  new  revenue  bill 
approved  February  24,  1919,  and  an  amendment  to  the  revenue  bill  to  repeal  the  zone 
sjrstem  in  relation  to  second-class  postage  was  adopted  in  the  Senate  December  23,  1918, 
but  the  repeal  was  not  contained  in  the  revenue  bill  when  finally  passed.  So  this  effort  also 
failed,  but  the  increased  rate  of  one  cent  on  all  mail  matter  of  the  first  class  was  repealed, 
to  take  effect  on  July  1,  1919. 

Tax  Exemption  for  Cooperatives 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  submitted  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention 
contained  a  recommendation  "that  the  convention  favor  an  amendment  to  the  federal 
income  tax  law  by  which  cooperative  societies  organized  under  the  'no  profit'  system  would 
be  added  to  the  exemption  section  of  the  income  tax  law,  and  that  every  reasonable  effort 
be  made  to  obtain  rdief  from  Congress  by  this  suggested  method.  To  bring  about  an 
amendment  to  the  law  is  the  only  safe  and  positive  course  to  adopt.  Under  a  proper 
exemption  clause  cooperative  societies  would  be  entirely  free  from  any  possible  reverse  or 
cross  rulings  by  administrative  officials." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Council  on  July  23-28,  1918,  the  recommendation  was 
referred  to  the  officials  at  American  Federation  of  Labor  headquarters  to  carry  into  effect. 

The  House  Ways  and  Means  Committee  was  holding  public  hearings  upon  the  new 
revenue  act  at  the  same  time  that  the  St  Paul  Convention  was  meeting,  so  there  was  no 
opportunity  to  bring  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  that  committee.  Its  hearings  were 
closed  when  final  action  had  been  taken  on  the  subject  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  A  suitable  amend- 
ment was  drafted  and  brought  to  the  attention  of  members  of  the  committee,  but  no  result 
followed.  Representative  Dallinger  of  Massachusetts  offered  the  amendment  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  on  September  17  when  the  revenue  bill  was  up  for  discussion,  but  Representa- 
tives Madden  of  lUmois  and  Treadway  of  Massachusetts  opposed  its  adoption  and  it  was 
defeated.  After  the  passage  of  the  revenue  bill  by  the  House  and  its  reference  to  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Finance,  the  attention  of  Chainnan  Simmons  and  the  members  of  that 
committee  was  called  to  the  subject,  with  the  result  that  that  committee  amended  the 
revenue  bill  by  adding  an  exemption  from  the  income  tax  for  the  cooperative  societies  to 
apply  only  to  dieir  transactions  with  their  own  membei^  and  not  to  apply  to  income  derived 
from  sales  to  non-members.  The  bill  carrying  this  amendment  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
on  December  6,  1918.  Consideration  of  tins  particular  amendment  was  reached  on  Decem- 
ber 1 1  and  it  was  agreed  to  by  vote  of  the  Senate.  The  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate 
December  23  and  went  to  conference  between  the  two  Houses  on  January  2,  1919.  The 
conferees  continued  their  labors  for  a  month  or  more  and  during  that  time  the  clause  exempt- 
ing the  cooperative  societies  from  the  operation  of  the  income  tax  disappeared.  The  bill  as 
finally  enacted  contained  no  such  clause. 

National  War  Housing 

Immediately  upon  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  November  11,  1918,  announcement  was 
made  in  both  Houses  of  Congress  that  large  expenditures  ought  to  be  curtailed  and  various 
projects  stopped,  in  order  to  save  as  much  money  as  possible.  In  the  Senate  the  national 
housing  project  came  up  for  discussion.  During  the  period  of  the  war  $50,000,000  was 
voted  in  one  bill  for  the  Shipping  Board  to  enable  it  to  house  its  employes  properly.  In 
May,  1918,  Congress  passed  another  bill  authorizing  the  Housing  Btueau  of  the  Department 
of  Labor  to  expend  $60,000,000  for  provision  of  dwellings  for  workers  employed  in  war 
activities,  in  places  where  there  was  a  scarcity  of  housing  facilities.  Of  this  sum  $  1 0,060,000 
was  to  be  expended  in  Washington.    There  had  been  delay  in  the  passage  of  these  bills  and 
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further  delay  occurred  before  the  appropriation  became  available  and  actual  construction 
began.  When  the  armistice  was  signed  there  were  about  eighty  house  building  projects 
under  way,  some  of  which  were  nearing  completion,  but  on  many  of  them  not  much  woric 
had  been  done.  After  some  criticism  in  the  Senate  a  sub-committee  headed  by  Senator 
Reed  of  Missouri  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  began  an  iny^tiga- 
tion  of  the  housing  work  which  had  been  undertaken  by  the  bureau.  Some  little  friction 
between  Senator  Reed  and  Otto  M.  Eidlitz,  head  of  ^e  Housing  Bureau,  was  developed  in 
the  public  hearings.  Before  tiie  hearings  were  finished  the  committee  reported  to  the 
Senate  Joint  Resolution  No.  194,  ordering  the  immediate  cessation  of  work  on  a  large  number 
of  dormitories  being  constructed  for  the  accommodation  of  war  woikers  on  the  plaza  near 
the  Capitol,  and  construction  on  all  buildings  not  75  per  cent  completed  to  stop.  With  but 
little  debate  this  measure  was  rushed  through  the  Senate  and  sent  to  the  House.  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  company  with  other  organizations  and  individuals,  de- 
manded that  a  public  hearing  on  the  bill  be  held  by  the  House  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds,  it  being  believed  that  the  sudden  stopping  of  the  housing  work  was  a 
detriment  to  many  thousands  of  woikers  in  the  war  emergency  whose  services  would  still 
be  required  for  some  time  to  come.  A  public  hearing  was  ordered  to  take  place  on  January 
8,  at  which  the  completion  of  the  plaza  buildmgs  was  urged  by  the  representative  of  the 
A.  P.  of  L.  and  the  proposition  to  end  construction  of  all  buildings  not  75  per  cent  completed 
was  denounced  as  unbusinesslike  and  fooli^.  The  committee  was  asked  to  make  detailed 
inquiry  and  determine  the  advisability  of  completing  or  the  abandonment  of  each  project 
upon  its  individual  merits.  The  House  Committee  amended  the  Senate  Resolution  No. 
194  in  accordance  with  these  requests  and  recommended  its  passage  as  amended.  The  bill 
was  not  passed,  but  the  Secretary  of  Labor  continued  the  housing  woric  along  the  lines 
indicated  in  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  House  Committee. 

Seamen's  BiU 

On  April  12,  1918,  Representative  Pordney  of  Michigan  introduced  a  bill  to  amend 
8ection4516of  the  Seamen's  Act  of  March  4,  1915.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Merchant  Marine  and  Fisheries.  On  May  10  that  committee  reported  the  bill 
favorably  with  amendments.  The  bill  passed  the  House  on  December  16,  1918,  went  to  the 
Senate  and  was  referred  to  the  Senate  Committee  on  Commerce  December  17,  1918.  The 
Senate  Committee  made  no  report  on  the  bill.  On  January  7,  1919,  Senator  Calder 
introduced  into  the  S»aate  and  Representative  Gould  brought  into  the  House  bills  S.  5285, 
H.  R.  13671.  These  bills  proposed  to  amend  vitally  the  Seamen's  Act  of  1915  by  striking 
out  section  4  of  that  law,  which  provided  that  a  seaman  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  on 
demand  one-half  of  the  wages  which  he  shall  have  earned  at  every  port  where  such  vessel 
shall  load  or  deliver.  The  bills  also  proposed  to  strike  out  section  5,  which  provides  a 
method  of  procedure  for  entering  complaint  against  a  vessel  as  being  in  a  condition  unsuit- 
able to  go  to  sea.  Representatives  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  protested  against 
these  biUs  to  both  the  Soiate  and  the  Hotise  Committee  and  no  hearing  was  ever  held  or 
any  action  taken  upon  them. 

IniUaUoe  and  Referendum 

One  more  state  was  added  during  the  year  to  those  which  have  finally  attained  a 
full  measure  of  government  "by  the  people,"  through  the  adoption  of  the  initiative  and 
referendum.  This  makes  20  states  in  which  the  voters  may  propose  and  enact  laws  without 
the  interference  of  adverse  influences.  After  a  struggle  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  by  the 
labor  men  of  Massachusetts,  through  the  action  of  a  constitutional  convention  whidi  sat 
in  the  summers  in  1917  and  1918,  and  submitted  to  the  voters  a  constitutional  amend- 
ment embodying  the  initiative  and  referendtmi,  that  desirable  feature  of  democratic  gov- 
ernment was  added  to  the  constitution  of  the  Old  Bay  State  by  its  ratification  by  the  voters 
at  the  last  November  election.  A  bitter  and  expensive  campaign  was  made  against  rati- 
fication by  a  group  consisting  of  wealthy  men,  scholars  and  corporations.  Accusations 
were  made  that  a  "slush"  fund  of  $80,000  or  more  was  used  to  flood  the  state  with  adverse 
literature,  and  large  pa3rments  were  made  to  prominent  politicans  to  tise  their  influence 
against  ratification.    The  American  Federation  of  Labor  used  such  influences  as  were 
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at  its  command  to  secure  favorable  action  by  the  voters.    The  margin  in  favor  of  the 
initiative  and  referendum  was  only  about  8,000  votes. 

Convict  Labor 

This  3^ar  we  again  failed  to  secure  legislation  on  prison  labor.  As  reported  "to^thc 
St  Paul  Convention,  H.  R.  7353,  drafted  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the 
National  Committee  on  Prisons  and  Prison  Labor  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
Labor  Wilson,  was  rewritten  with  amendments  and  reintroduced  on  February  8,  1918, 
as  H.  R.  9683.  On  February  22,  1918,  it  was  favorably  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Labor  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  passed. 

It  provides  that  when  an  emergency  exists  or  when  war  is  imminent,  creating  a  demand 
for  supplies  whidi  can  not  easily  be  funushed  by  privately  conducted  factories,  the  agents 
for  the  departments  or  bureaus  charged  with  the  buying  of  war  or  government  supplies 
are  empowered,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  President,  to  place  an  order  for  such  sup- 
plies with  the  superintendent  or  other  head  of  any  penal  institution,  federal  or  state, 
county  or  municipal,  willing  to  undertake  the  production  of  such  supplies. 

Compensation  and  hours  of  labor  for  inmates  working  upon  sudi  supplies  shall  be 
based  upon  the  standard  hours  and  wa^es  prevailing  in  the  vicinity  in  whicm  the  institu- 
tion is  located,  and  the  cost  of  maintaining  tiie  inmates  so  employed  shall  be  deducted  from 
their  compensation.    Contracts  with  persons  using  prison  labor  are  forbidden. 

Section  3  provides  that  the  products  of  prison  labor  transported  into  any  state  or 
territory  for  use  or  sale  shall  be  subject  to  the  operation  and  effect  of  the  laws  of  such 
state  or  territopr  to  the  same  extent  and  in  the  same  manner  as  though  such  good  had 
been  produced  in  such  state  or  territory. 

'Die  Secretary  of  War  is  authorized  by  the  bill  to  establish  and  operate,  in  the  United 
States  army  prison  and  disciplinary  barracks,  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  supplies 
for  the  United  States  government. 

The  Secretary  of  flie  Navy  is  authorized  to  operate  in  the  United  States  naval  prisons 
a  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  supplies  for  the  United  States  government. 

This  bill  took  its  place  on  the  House  calendar  and  efforts  were  made  to  bring  it  to  a 
vote.  On  September  18,  1918,  as  it  seemed  apparent  that  the  measure  would  not  be 
soon  enacted.  President  Wilson  issued  the  following  executive  order:     • 

"Whereas,  The  present  emergency  has  created  a  demand  for  supplies 
which  can  not  wholljr  be  procured  or  supplied  by  privately  owned  or  conducted 
factories  not  employmg  prison  labor,  it  is  ordered  that  the  agents  for  the  depart- 
ments or  bureaus  charged  with  the  bujring  of  war  or  government  supplies  are, 
for  the  period  of  the  war,  empowered  in  addition  to  any  method  of  purchase 
or  procurement  now  authorized,  to  place  an  order  for  such  supplies  with  the 
superintendent  or  other  head  of  any  penal  institution  where  persons  are  con- 
fined by  any  State,  cotmty  or  municipal  authority,  willing  to  undertake  the  manu- 
facture, production  and  delivery  of  such  suppUes;  provided,  that  the  compen- 
sation to  be  paid  for  such  supplies  shall,  so  far  as  possible,  be  the  prevailing 
price  for  like  commodities  in  tht  vicinity  of  the  institution  furnishing  them. 
Compensation  and  hours  of  labor  for  inmates  of  any  institution  above  specified, 
working  upon  such  supplies,  shall  be  based  upon  the  standard  hours  and  wages 
prevailing  in  the  vicinity  in  which  the  institution  is  located.  The  pro  rata  cost 
of  maintaining  the  inmates  so  employed  shall  be  deducted  from  their  compen- 
sation." 

Many  members  of  Congress  believed  that  this  executive  order  covered  all  that  was 

jntial  m  the  bill  H.  R.  9683  and  this  rendered  the  work  of  securing  a  vote  upon  the 

bill  more  diftcult.    The  bill  was  still  upon  the  House  csdendar  when  the  Congress  adjourned 
on  March  4th. 

Workmen's  Compensation 

It  was  believed  that  the  passage  of  an  amendment  to  the  judicial  code,  inserting 
in  dause  3,  section  24,  the  words,  "and  to  claimants  the  rights  and  remedies  under  the 
worionen's  compensation  law  of  any  state,"  approved  October  6,  1917,  relieved  the  hard- 
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ships  arising  from  the  anomalous  conditiQn  in  which  longshoremen  and  other  water  front 
workers  were  placed  by  the  United  States  Supr^e  Court  decision  of  May  2 1,  1917.  That 
decision  was  to  the  effect  that  men  oigaged  in  loading  vessels  were  maritime  workers 
and  came  within  the  admiralty  jurisdiction.  Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  this  amend- 
ment to  the  judicial  code,  the  commission  having  charge  of  tJie  administration  of  the 
New  York  workmen's  compensation  act  began  paying  claims  presented  by  the  longshore- 
men and  other  water  front  workers.  It  is  said  that  the  California  compensation  commission 
did  the  same. 

In  the  statie  of  Washington,  however,  a  different  interpretation  was  placed  upon  the 
act  amending  the  judicial  axle.  John  M.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Washington  Indus- 
trial Insurance  Department,  wrote: 

"Our  Supreme  Court  has  held  in  the  case  of  Jarvis  tfs.  Daggett,  87  Wash., 
253,  that  this  commission  can  not  enforce  against  employers  the  payment  of 
premiums  upon  payrolls  in  maritime  emplojrment,  for  the  reason  that  we  can  not 
protect  the  employer  against  suits  that  may  be  brought  for  damages  under  the 
admiralty  jurisdiction  of  the  federal  court." 

And  further,  that  an  employer  who  had  paid  contributions  to  the  commission  was 
sued  tmder  the  admiralty  law  and  recovery  was  sustained  amounting  to  $3,000. 

This  seemed  to  expose  the  employers  of  maritime  workers  to  two  liabilities,  one  in 
the  admiralty  court  and  one  to  the  state  workmen's  compensation  fund.  In  the  State 
of  Washington  the  situation  was  such  that  if  an  accident  occurred  to  a  workman  at  one 
end  of  a  gang  plank,  next  the  shore,  he  would  be  compensated,  but  if  the  same  accident 
occurred  at  the  other  end  of  the  gang  plank,  on  the  vessel,  there  would  be  no  compensa^ 
tion.  This  condition  would  not  obtain  in  states  whose  compensation  laws  were  elective, 
but  where  the  compensation  law  is  comptdsory  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  the 
longshoremen  were  or  were  not  under  the  state  compensation  act. 

Government  Employes 

At  the  time  the  St.  Paul  Convention  was  in  session,  the  annual  agricultural  appro- 
priation bill  was  pending  in  the  Senate.  This  bill  contained  an  hour-lengthening  amendment 
whidi  required  the  federal  employes  to  work  a  full  eight4iour  day,  without  any  provision 
for  overtime.  Although  the  clerks  and  other  employes  of  the  government  work  nominally 
a  seven-hour  day  the  head  of  the  department  is  at  liberty  to  call  upon  them  for  overtime 
or  Sunday  or  holiday  work  without  extra  pay.  This  is  frequently  done.  The  federal 
clerks  declared  that  they  had  no  objection  to  Congress  establishing  by  law  the  basic  eight- 
hour  workday,  but  that  in  doing  so  Congress  should  provide  for  payment  of  time  and  one- 
half  for  all  hours  worked  in  excess  of  eight.    No  such  provision  was  made. 

Resolution  No.  71,  which  was  adopted  by  the  convention,  denounced  this  proposi- 
tion to  lengthen  the  workday  without  provision  for  overtime,  and  instructed  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  take  appropriate  means  for  defeating  the 
same.  Urgent  letters  opposing  this  amendment  were  addressed  by  President  Gompers, 
by  instructions  of  the  E.  C,  to  each  member  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  Nevertheless 
the  obnoxious  provision  was  incorporated  in  the  agricultural  appropriation  bill  as  it  finally 
passed  Congress  and  was  transmitted  to  the  President.  A  vigorous  protest  was  then  made 
to  the  President,  in  which  it  was  respectfully  and  urgently  submitted  that  unless  the  Con- 
gress would  exdude  the  so-called  Borland  amendment  from  the  measure  the  President 
might  see  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  returning  the  bill  to  Congress  without  his  approval. 

On  July  1 ,  President  Wilson  vetoed  the  bill  and  it  was  subsequently  passed  without 
the  hour-lengthening  amendment. 

The  labor  people  in  Congressman  Borland's  district,  aided  by  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  made  a 
vigorous  opposition  to  his  renomination  and  he  was  defeated  by  a  large  vote. 

This  matter  came  up  again  on  February  20,  1919,  when  Senator  Thomas  of  Colorado 
offered  a  similar  amendment  to  the  last  legislative,  executive  and  judidtd  appropriation 
bill,  which  was  then  pending  in  the  Senate.    The  amendment  was  rejected. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jtme  30, 1919,  the  Federal  employes  were  granted  an  increase 
of  $120,  beyond  their  statutory  salaries.    They  asked  that  the  increase  be  $360  for  the 
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fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1920.  This  was  refused  by  the  House  Committee  on  Appro- 
priationst  which  in  H.  R.  14078  reported  in  favor  of  the  former  sum,  $120.  On  January 
18,  by  a  vote  of  202  in  favor,  79  opposed,  149  not  voting.  Representative  Nolan  of  Cali- 
fornia secured  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  H.  R.  14078,  increasing  the  $120  to  $240, 
which  sum  remained  through  all  stages  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  This  additional  compen- 
sation is  effective  only  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1920,  and  it  does  not  apply  to  rail- 
road or  postal  emplo3res,  or  to  persons  whose  basic  wages  or  salaries  have  been  increased 
more  than  $200  since  June  30,  1918,  or  who  entered  the  service  sidce  that  date  (Sec.  7, 
Public  Statute  314,  65th  Congress.) 

Section  9  of  the  same  statute  created  a  Joint  CommissioQ  on  Reclassification  of  Salaries, 
consisting  of  three  Senators  and  three  Representatives,  all  to  be  members  of  the  65th 
Congress,  to  investigate  and  report  not  later  than  January,  1920,  what  reclassification 
and  readjustment  of  compensation  should  be  made  so  as  to  provide  tmiform  and  equi- 
table pay  for  the  same  character  of  emplojrment  throughout  the  District  of  Columbia 
in  the  services  enumerated. 

Senators  Jones  of  New  Mexico,  Henderson  of  Nevada,  Spencer  of  Missouri,  and 
Representatives  Keating  of  Colorado,  Cooper  of  Wisconsin,  Hamil  of  New  Jersey,  were 
appointed  members  of  the  conmiission.    . 


Cash  in  Lieu  of  VacaHon  Leave  of  Absence 

Resolution  No.  116  before  the  St.  Paul  Convention  opposed  the  passage  of  H.  R. 
7638,  the  object  of  which  was  to  give  employes  in  the  Navy  Yard  service  permission  to  accept 
cash  in  lieu  of  their  present  grant  of  thirty  days  leave  per  year  with  pay,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  to  deprive  them  of  necessary  rest. 

H.  R.  7638  had  then  been  reported  favorably  from  the  Naval  Affairs  Committee  of 
the  House  and  was  supported  by  House  Reix>rt  No.  330.  Opposed  by  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  it  advanced  no  farther  and  died  with  the  expiration  of  the  65th  Congress. 

Payments  and  PnoHeges  for  Soldiers  and  War  Workers 

Public  Statute  No.  300,  65th  Congress,  approved  February  28,  1919,  permits  any 
person  who  served  in  the  United  States  Army,  Navy  or  Marine  Corps,  in  the  present  war, 
to  retain  one  complete  suit  of  outer  uniform  clothing,  including  overcoat  and  such  other 
articles  of  personal  apparel  and  equipment  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  or  the  Sea:etary  of  the  Navy.  Where  clothing  or  uniforms  had  been  restored  to  the 
government,  the  same  or  similar  clothing  is  to  be  returned  and  given  to  the  soldier,  sailor 
or  marine  on  ai>plicatiotL.  It  is  further  provided  that  enlisted  men,  honorably  discharged 
from  the  army,  navy  or  marine  corps,  shall  receive  5  cents  per  mile  from  the  place  of  their 
discharge  to  tiieir  home  or  plfi(ce  of  original  muster  into  the  service. 

The  revenue  act  approved  on  February  24,  1919,  provides  that  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines  shall  be  paid  $60  in  addition  to  any  amounts  due  them  at  the  time  of  their  dis- 
charge. 

By  Public  Statute  No.  246,  approved  January  7, 1919,  the  heads  of  the  several  depart- 
ments and  other  governmental  establishments  in  the  District  of  Columbia  were  authorized 
to  furnish  transportation,  including  deeping  car  accommodations,  to  war  workers  whose 
services  were  no  longer  requked  and  whose  employment  was  terminated,  without  delinr 
quency  or  misconduct  on  their  part,  during  the  period  from  November  11,  1918,  to  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1919;  their  actual  railroad  transportation  from  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  the  place  from  which  they  accepted  employment,  or  to  their  legal  residence,  or  to  such 
other  place  not  a  greater  distance  as  the  employe  may  elect.  Employes  who  had  left  the 
district  of  Columbia  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  were  entitled  lb  have  reftmded  the 
cost  of  actual  railroad  transportation  including  sleeping  car  accommodations,  provided 
they  made  application  within  60  days  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  In  the  Legislative,  Execu- 
tive and  Judicial  Appropriation  Bill  the  time  limit  for  payments  on  transportation  given 
to  war  workers  was  extended  to  March  15, 1919. 
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Wheat  Price  Legislation 

The  St.  Patil  Conventioii  directed  the  Executive  Council  to  watch  wheat  price  legis- 
lation and  in  the  interest  of  the  consumer  to  favor  as  low  a  price  as  possible  for  wheat, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  interests  of  the  farmers.  Several  attempts  were  made  in  Con- 
gress to  raise  the  price  fixed  for  wheat  from  $2.20  to  $2.50,  but  they  all  failed.  The  official 
price  for  the  1919  crop  was  fixed  at  $2.26  per  bushel. 

H.  R.  15796  which  passed  the  House  on  February  22nd,  the  Senate  on  MarchiSrd, 
and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  March  4th,  carries  an  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,000, 
to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  difFerence  between  the  government  guarantee 
of  $2.26  and  the  current  market  rate. 

Against  Excessive  Government  Borrowings 

Resolution  No.  33,  introduced  at  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  by  delegate  W.  D.  Mahon, 
declares  that  "excessive  borrowings  result  in  inflation  and  consequenfly  in  unnecessarily 
high  prices  of  commodities,  reducing  the  purchasing  value  of  wages  and  placing  an  un- 
jtistifiable  burden  upon  the  people,  especially  upon  the  workmen."  The  resolution  urged 
Congress  to  levy  taxes  on  "war  profits,  swollen  ii^comes  and  on  land  values,  to  an  extent 
that  during  the  period  of  the  war  will,  provide  by  taxation  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  expen- 
ditures of  the  government  in  each  3rear." 

The  Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  the  House  was  at  that  time  considering  the  Revenue 
Bill  of  1918.  Resolution  No.  33,  was  submitted  on  July  18th  by  Secretary  Morrisonfto 
Senator  Simmons,  Chairman  of  the  Senate  Finance  Committee,  and  to  Representative 
Kitchin,  Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means,  who  each  acknowl- 
edged its  receipt  and  promised  careful  consideration  and  submission  to  the  committees. 
The  Revenue  Bill  as  finally  adopted  bears  heavily  upon  war  profits  and  large  incomes,  as 
suggested  in  resolution  No.  33,  but  land  values  are  not  taxed  by  that  bill. 

Moving  Picture  Censorship 

The  1916  convention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  at  Baltimore  toc^  deci- 
sive action  against  legalized  censorship  of  moving  pictures.  The  subject  came  up  during 
this  past  3rear,  as  bills  for  such  censorship  were  intrcxiuced  into  the  legislatures  of  Nebraska* 
North  Carolina  and  Michigan.  The  Federations  of  Labor  in  these  states  were  advised  d  the 
action  of  the  Baltimore  Convention  and  our  understanding  is  that  these  bills  were  defeated. 

There  was  some  agitation  to  prevent  the  exhibition  of  pictures  portraying  scenes  of 
labor  unrest  and  some  further  discussion  of  a  federal  censorship.  A  bill  appeared  in  the 
House  providing  for  censorship  of  motion  picture  films,  sponsored  bv  Congressman  Randall, 
of  California.  It  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  from  which  it  never  reappeared. 
We  feel  sure  that  a  proper  and  judicious  use  of  the  moving  picture  would  be  of  value  in 
promoting  better  conditions  of  labor.  It  is  impossible  to  be  too  vigilant  in  guarding  the 
needom  of  all  the  various  modes  of  public  expression. 

A  different  phase  of  the  moving  picture  question  was  presented  when  we  were  asked 
to  interfere  in  Tennessee  and  Indiana  in  relation  to  bills  in  the  legislatures  of  those  states 
allowing  moving  picture  shows  on  Sundays.  Our  only  proper  course,  as  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  had  taken  no  action  on  this  proposition,  was  to  refer  the  question  to 
the  decision  of  the  local  organizations. 

Postal  Wage  Legidation 

Supported  by  the  legislative  influence  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  organ- 
ized postal  employes  made  a  determined  fight  for  higher  permanent  salary  classifications. 
They  were  in  part  successful.  The  Congress  adopted  the  wage  standards  urged  by  the 
organized  employes,  but  limited  the  application  of  these  standards  to  the  next  fiscal  year 
only.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  fisod-jrear  postal  wage  classification  the  entrance  grade 
for  post  office  clerks  and  city  carriers  is  raised  from  $800  to  $1,000,  and  the  wiftTttnum 
wage  is  raised  from  $1,200  to  $1,500.  The  maximum  grade  is  reached  by  successive 
3rearly  promotions  of  $100.  All  clerks  and  carriers  now  in  the  grades  between  $1,000 
to  $1,400  will  receive  increases  of  $100  on  July  1,  1919.    The  rate  of  pay  for  substitute 
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derks  and  carriers  is  increased  from  thirty-five  to  forty  cents  per  hour.  The  entrance 
wage  for  railway  mail  clerks  is  fixed  at  $1,100»  an  increase  of  $100,  and  the  maximum  in 
the  highest  grade  (Class  C)  at  $1,800  a  year,  an  increase  of  $300.  Other  groups  of  postal 
employes — ^laborers,  printers,  special  clerks,  supervisory  officers  and  rural  carriers — will 
continue  to  receive  during  the  next  fiscal  year  the  percentage  increases  over  their  basic 
pay  that  are  now  in  effect  Efforts  to  secure  overtime  pay  for  time  in  excess  of  eight  hours 
per  day  and  prevuling  rates  for  skilled  workers  in  potiaX  employment  were  not  suocessfuL 
An  investigation  into  the  subject-matter  of  postal  wages  is  now  being  made  by  a  con- 
gressional commission  with  a  view  of  recommending  appropriate  wage  legislation  to  the 
next  Congress.  The  organized  employes  are  hopeful  of  securmg  some  constructive  remedial 
legislation  based  on  the  commission's  report. 

Navy  Yard  and  Arsenal  Services 

On  July  1,  1918,  the  mechanical  trades  of  the  Navy  Yard  received  an  increase  of 
8  cents  per  day.  This  was  to  make  the  Navy  Yard  pay  agree  with  the  pay  awarded  by 
the  Ma^  Board  for  the  shipyards.  The  actual  daily  wage  fixed  upon  was  $5.76  plus  the 
congressional  increase  of  5  per  cent  and  10  per  cent  then  in  force.  On  November  9th,  follow- 
tng  the  award  of  the  Macy  Board  an  increase  of  56  cents  per  day  was  granted,  making  $6.40 
for  first-class  mechanics  and  $6.88  for  specially  skilled  men.  On  November  16  an  increase 
went  into  effect  at  the  arsenals  i^piounting  to  64  cents  per  day.  After  July  Ist  the  Navy 
Department  declined  to  give  to  mechanics  at  the  Navy  Yard  the  $120  congressional  increase. 
At  the  arsenals,  however,  that  increase  has  been  continued  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  men. 

AooOTding  to  the  language  of  the  $240  increase  clause  carried  in  this  year's  Legislative 
Appropriation  Act,  a  comparatively  small  number  of  the  employes  in  the  navy  yards  and 
arsenals  will  receive  it  unless  the  departments  choose  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  the 
emplo3res'  favor,  as  the  bill  gives  them  the  right  to  do.  In  that  respect  the  bill  is  worded 
the  same  as  the  $120  increase  clause.  An  effort  was  made  to  have  this  clause  so  amended 
that  it  would  give  employes  in  the  navy  irards  and  arsenals  the  benefit  of  the  $240  increase 
in  case  they  had  not  received  during  this  fiscal  year  an  increase  aggregating  over  $200., 
Thev  have  received  an  increase  of  64  cents  per  day,  which  for  313  working  dscys  amounts 
to  $200.32,  and  this  would  bar  them  from  participation  in  the  increase,  excepthig  through 
departmental  discretion. 

An  attempt  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  absolutely  certain  that  the  men  in  the 
navy  yarda  and  arsenals  receive  the  $240  increase  failed.  A  second  attempt  to  assure  these 
emplc^res  the  $240  was  made  by  an  amendment  offered  to  the  general  deficiency  bill,  but 
this  bUl  failed  of  passage. 

INVESTIGATION  OF  EDUCATIONAL  SYSTEM— LADIES*  GARMENT  WORKERS' 

UNION 

The  last  convention  directed  the  Executive  Council  to  appoint  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  educational  ssrstepi  of  the  International  Ladies'  Garment  Workers'  Union  and  other 
similar  schools  with  a  view  of  reporting  to  this  convention  whether  a  feasible  plan  could  be 
found  which  could  be  applied  generally  to  the  United  States  and  Canada. 

The  committee  thus  appointed  is:  Michael  Green,  Harry  Jenkins,  James  Roach, 
Charles  B.  Stillman,  Thomas  P.  Flaherty. 

The  report  of  the  committee  is  herewith  submitted: 

%       Report  of  the  Committee  on  Schools  Under  Union  Auspices 

To  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Americna  Federation  of  Labor: 

Yotu"  committee  has  personally  examined  the  classes  conducted  by  the  Inter- 
national Ladies'  Garment  Workers'  Union  in  New  York  City  and  Philadelphia,  and 
the  sjrstem  of  classes  organized  in  Chicago  by  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor.  Through  correspondence  we 
are  also  able  to  report  on  the  Boston  Trade  Union  CoUejB;e  conducted  by  the  Boston 
Central  Labor  Union,  and  the  classes  organized  on  the  initiative  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Labor  Union.  As  a  preliminary  to  general  discussion  we  submit  the  following 
description  of  the  activities  in  each  city: 
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New  York  City 

At  the  headquarters  of  the  IntematicRnal  Ladies'  Garment  Workers'  Union 
we  found  quarters  for  an  educational  department  with  an  adequate  staff.  We  were 
cordially  offered  every  facility  for  our  mvestigation.  The  following  statement  of 
the  International  Ladies'  Garment  Woilcers'  Union  is  a  brief  summary  of  the 
activities  of  the  educational  department  as  we  found  them: 

"Our  regular  and  systematic  work  is  being  conducted  in  four  public  school 
buildings  as  unity  centers,  one  high  school  bmlding  as  central  classes,  and  one 
branch  oX.  the  New  York  Public  Library.  These  buildings  are  situated  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  dty  within  reach  of  our  members.  In  each  of  these  schools, 
regular  classes  in  English  and  complete  courses  on  various  topics  are  being  given. 
The  students  are  expected  to  come  regularly.  Accurate  records  are  kept  as  to 
their  attendance,  and  absentees  are  notified  by  the  monitor  of  the  class.  Prom 
time  to  time,  a  general  circular  letter  is  sent  out  by  this  office  to  each  individual 
student  announcing  new  coturses,  or  giving  news  of  the  educational  department. 
Bach  of  the  classes  has  a  secretary  whose  duty  it  is  to  take  care  of  the  class  and 
report  next  day  to  our  office  on  special  blanks  prepared  for  the  purpose,  giving, 
among  other  items,  a  total  of  attendance,  men  and  women,  subject  treated,  name 
of  lecturer,  kind  of  weather,  remarks  on  special  occurrences  as  announcements, 
requests  or  suggestions  made  by  students,  new  registrations,  etc. 

"Courses,  classes,  concerts,  and  all  other  activities  arranged  by  the  educa- 
tional department  are  entirely  free  to  the  members  of  the  international. 

"English  is  taught  in  all  our  unity  centers  three  times  a  week:  Monday, 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  evenings,  by  qualified  teachers  furnished  by  the 
Board  of  Education.  Lectures  on  special  topics  or  complete  courses  are  conducted 
by  authorities  on  the  subject  Those  lecturers  are  well  selected  and  are  engaged 
by  us. 

"Because  of  a  recent  ruling  by  the  Board  of  Education  only  English  can  be 
*  spoken  in  the  schools.    For  lectures  given  in  other  languages  than  English  we 

use  private  halls. 

Classes 

Activities  Per  Week 

19  classes  in  English;  3  times  a  week ^ 57 

4  health  lectures  weekly. : 4 

(These  lectures  are  given  by  prominent  physicians  and  attended  by  an 
audience  of  from  200  to  500.) 

3  classes  in  literature  or  reading  circles. 3 

3  classes  in  gymnastics. 3 

1  moving  picture  center  weekly 1 

3  public  speaking  classes  weekly 3 

1  special  class  for  our  business  agents  where  public  speaking  and  eco- 
nomics are  taught ^...     1 

72 

"The  above  activities  are  carried  on  in  our  unity  centers.  Our  central 
classes  are  at  the  Washington  Irving  High  School,  and  ih&  following  coiurses  are 
given  weekly,  consisting  ^ich  of  from  10  to  20  lectures  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
that^consisted  of  three  to  su  lectures: 

Social  Interpretation  of  Literature; 

Evolution  and  the  Labor  Movement; 

Problems  of  Reconstruction; 

Sodobgy  and  Civilization; 

Labor  Legislation; 

Social  Problems; 

Trade  Unionism; 

Cooperation; 

Etc.,  etc. 
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"Prom  time  to  time,  musical  programs  and  other  entertaimnents  of  an 
educational  character,  including,  without  exception,  a  speaker  on  some  current 
topic  in  each  center,  are  given  in  the  auditorium  of  the  schools  and  attended  by  an 
audience  of  from  500  to  1,000.  In  addition  to  the  above,  other  activities  not  in 
the  r^nii&r  list  are  arrangCKl  when  the  occasion  for  such  presents  itself. 

"Visits  to  the  Museums,  conducted  by  interested  leaders,  are  arranged  weekly. 
Lectures  are  given  at  the  museums  explaining  to  the  visitofs  the  objects  exhibited 
there.    This  is  a  new  feature  introduced  lately,  and  proves  to  be  a  great  success. 

Theatricals 

"By  arnmgements  with  the  managers  of  leading  theaters  our  members  can 
obtain  passes  issued  by  our  department  to  see  good  shows  at  reduced  prices  which, 
in  some  instances,  are  as  low  as  20  cents  instead  of  $1.  The  reduction  of  prices 
is  of  minor  importance  when  you  consider  the  fact  that  groups  can  go  at  one  time 
and  have  occasion  to  discu^  tbt  play  afterwards.  That  makes  the  play  of  greater 
value  to  them.  When  possible,  discussions  and  lectures  on  these  plays  are  arranged 
either  before  or  after  the  show  is  given. 

"An  Extension  Educational  Service  has  been  established  through  which  every 
local  of  the  international  can  have  educational  activities  introduced  at  their  own 
meeting  places,  and  although  this  service  is  in  its  infancy,  it  has  already  answered 
a  great  demand.  These  activities  are  usually  lectures  on  topics  related  to  the 
worker  and  his  conditions,  like  Trade  Unionism,  History  of  the  Labor  Movement, 
Industrial  Democracy,  Political  Action,  Piece  and  Time  Work,  Shorter  Work 
Day,  etc. ;  in  almost  all  cases,  a  musical  or  literary  number  is  given  in  connection 
with  it.  In  all  cases,  these  lectures  are  given  during  their  business  meetings. 
They  help  increase  the  attendance  at  their  meeting,  stunulate  an  interest  among 
the  members,  and  establish  a  friendly  spirit  and  strengthen  the  organization. 

Spontaneous  Work 

"In  the  time  of  strike,  the  educational  department  provides  special  activities 
in  the  halls  where  the  strikers  meet.  At  the  present  time  we  have  several  strikes 
on  hand.  Many  thousands  of  members  assemble  in  meeting  halls  and  between 
11  A.  M.  and  3  P.  M.,  the  time  when  the  strikers  come  back  from  picketing  and 
wait  for  the  time  to  return  to  their  duty,  educational  activities  keep  them  in  good 
cheer  and  full  of  courage.  Any  number  of  activities  daily,  comprising  motion 
pictures,  concerts,  lectures,  etc.,  are  provided. 

Libraries  and  Reading  Rooms 

"Several  of  our  locals  have  their  own  library  and  reading  rooms  with  librar- 
ians in  charge.  Plans  are  under  consideration  to  establish  reading  rooms  and 
libraries  in  ^xh  of  the  waiting  rooms  of  our  locals  where  the  members  will  find 
magazines  and  books  treating  the  labor  question  as  well  as  good  literature.  In 
connection  with  this,  a  general  reference  department  will  be  maintained,  giving 
such  information  as  may  be  desired.  Daily  papers  in  corresponding  languages 
will  be  kept  on  file. 

Self-Governing  Groups 

"Some  of  the  locals  or  circles  of  members  have  their  own  educational  activi- 
ties taken  care  of  directly  by  their  locals  or  groups. 

"The  Unity  House  is  a  model  of  cooperation  kept  up  by  a  group  of  about 
forty  girls,  members  of  Local  No.  25  of  the  International.  They  have  leased  a 
house  and  here  they  have  rooms,  board,  a  library  and  other  social  rooms.  It  not 
only  secures  them  the  proper  commodities  and  comfort  at  a  lower  cost,  but  it  also 
brings  together  a  social  group  of  people  and  helps  to  introduce  a  friendly  social 
life  as  rarely  exemplified.  At  the  Unity  House  there  is  a  large  social  room  that 
is  used  for  receptions,  sociables,  banquets,  lectures,  concerts,  etc.    Hardly  a  week 
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passes  without  some  program,  prepared  by  the  committee  for  the  members  and 
their  friends. 

"Local  No.  35  of  the  International  maintains  its  own  cooperative  grocery 
stores. 

"Other  locals  are  following  in  line  on  such  propositions,  and,  needless  to  sa^^ 
the  educational  department  of  the  International  is  stimulating  the  interest  m 
such  work,  and  lends  a  hand  when  necessary." 

Philadelpkia 

The  situation  in  Philadelphia  is  summarized  as  follows  by  Harry  Jenkins^ 
who  was  delegated  by  the  committee  to  investigate  the  work  there: 

The  training  of  the  members  of  the  Ladies'  Garment  Workers'  Union  in  thi» 
dty  is  conducted  along  the  same  lines  as  those  of  New  York  City,  except  that  here 
they  have  the  use  of  but  one  school  as  yet.  As  the  plan  has  been  in  operation 
only  since  December,  1918,  however,  the  progress  made  is  good. 

The  workers  attend  the  school  three  nights  per  week  and  are  taught  English^ 
civics,  economics,  etc  There  are  also  lectures  by  professors  from  the  University 
of  Peimsylvania  and  Temple  University,  selected  by  the  principal  of  the  school^ 
Mr.  Frank  C.  Nieweg,  in  conjunction  with  the  instructor  nimisned  by  the  union, 
Miss  Kennan. 

To  date  there  are  about  350  members  enrolled  as  regular  students  and  about 
50  who  do  not  attend  regularly. 

The  sdiool  itself  maintains  regular  classes  in  the  evenings,  op^  to  all  who  will 
enroll  in  the  studies  being  taught,  and  in  connection  therewith  maintain  a  Manual 
Trade  School  with  classes  also  at  night. 

The  Garment  Workers  also  supi)ort  a  community  summer  home  like  the  one 
mentioned  in  New  York  where  the  members  may  spoid  their  vacation  by  pajring^ 
a  small  sum  just  sufficient  to  cover  the  cost  of  maintaining  the  home. 

In  summing  up  the  situation,  the  public  school  is  open  three  evenings  a  week 
to  all  who  care  to  attend  the  classes,  and  the  Ladies'  Garment  Workm'  Union 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  opportunity  as  an  organized  body  to  assist  its  mem- 
bership to  secure  additional  education. 

Boston 

In  Boston  a  similar  movement  has  been  inaugurated  in  the  organization  of 
the  Trade  Union  College  by  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union.  The  character  of 
the  work  is  indicated  by  theffollowing  announcement: 

Trade  Union  CoUege 

The  Trade  Union  College  has  been  established  by  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union  in  order  to  make  directly  accessible  to  worlpngmen  and  workingwomen  the 
study  of  subjects  essential  to  the  progress  of  the  organized  labor  movement  The 
aim  of  the  Trade  Union  College  is  in  accord  with  the  following  statement  in  the 
Reconstruction  Program  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor:  "Education  must 
not  stifle  thought  and  inquiry,  but  must  awaken  the  mind  to  the  application  of 
natural  laws  and  to  a  conception  of  independence  and  progress." 

Committee  in  Charge 

Michael  A.  Murphy,  Stablemen's  Union. 

Arthur  M.  Huddell,  Building  Trades  Council. 

P.  Harry  Jennings,  Teamsters'  Union. 

Fred  J.  Kneeland,  Painters'  Union. 

George  E.  Curran,  Stage  Employes'  Union. 

Denis  D.  Driscoll,  Horseshoers'  Union. 

Anna  T.  Bowen,  Cigar  Factory  Tobacco  Strippers'  Union. 

John  J.  O'Hare,  Pressmen's  Union. 

John  P.  Stevens,  Stone  Cutters'  Union. 
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Jeremiah  Driacoll,  Milk  Wagon  Driven'  Umcm. 

Mabd  Gillespie,  Stenographers'  Union. 

Henry  W.  L.  Dana,  Amencan  Federation  of  Teachers. 

Harold  T.  Lasid,  American  Federation  of  Teachers. 

George  Nasmyi^,  American  Federation  of  Teachers. 

Admission:  The  courses  will  be  open  to  all  trade  miionists  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  to  members  of  their  families. 

EnroUmeni:  Those  wishing  to  register  for  any  of  the  courses  may  enroll  with 
the  Secretary  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union,  987  Wash- 
ington Street,  Boston,  on  Thursday,  March  27th;  Friday,  March  28th,  or  Satui^ 
day,  March  29th,  from  8  to  10  P.  M. 

Fees:  A  payment  of  $2.50  for  each  course  of  ten  lectures  is  to  be  made  at  the 
time  of  enrollment. 

Time:  The  session  will  last  from  8  to  10  P.  M.,  the  first  hour  tisually  being 
devoted  to  the  lecture,  and  the  second  hour  to  a  general  discussion. 

Plau:  The  lectures  will  be  given  m  the  rooms  of  the  Roxbury  High  School, 
Roxbury,  Mass. 

Information:  For  information,  apply  to  Miss  Mabel  Gillespie,  Secretary,  66 " 
Washington  Street;  Telephone,  Btaaai  5251. 

Trade  Union  CoUege 
lAstcf  Courses 

The  following  courses  of  ten  lectures  each  will  be  given  during  the  spring 
of  1919: 

EniHsh 

Course  No.  1.  Haw  to  Write  English, — ^Practice  in  English  composition.  Mon- 
day evenings,  April  7,  12,  21,  28;  May  5,  12,  19,  26;  June  2, 
and  9.    Instructor,  C.  E.  Noyes. 

Course  No.  2.  Organising  and  Conduct  of  Discussion, — ^Writing  of  outlines, 
summaries  and  reports.  Friday  evenings,  Apnl  11,  18,  25; 
May  2,  9;  16,  23,  30;  June  6,  13.    Instructor,  A.  D.  Sheffield. 

Course  No.  3*  Masterpieces  of  Literature. — A  survey  of  the  great  literatures  of 
the  world  as  exemplified  by  masterpieces.  Saturday  evenings, 
April  12,  19,  26;  May  3,  10,  17,  24,  31;  June  7.  14.  Instructor, 
H.  W.  L.  Dana. 

Labor  Organization 

Course  No.  4.  History  of  Trade  Unions, — A  survey  of  the  growth  of  the  trade 
union  movement.  Friday  evenings,  April  11,  18,  25;  May  2, 
9,  16,  23,  30;  Jime  6,  13.    Instructor,  D.  Foley. ' 

Course  No.  5.  Shop  Committees  and  Collective  Bargaining.--Stady  of  the 
methods  of  industrial  administration.  Monday  evenings, 
April  7,  14,  21,  28;  May  5,  12,  19,  26.  Instructor,  W.  L. 
Stoddard. 

Course  No.  6.  History  of  the*  Freedom  of  Labor, — ^Historical  changes  in  the 
status  of  labor  in  society.  Friday  evenings,  April  11,  18,  25; 
May  2,  9,  16,  23,  30;  June  6,  13.     Instructor,  H.  M.  Kallen. 

Course  No.  7.  Labor  Administration. — Developments  in  national  labor  policies 
during  the  world  war.  Wednesday  evenings,  April  9,  16,  23, 
30;  May  7,  14,  21,  28;  June  4,  11.     Instructor,  A.  Fisher. 

Course  No.  8.  History  of  Labor  in  America, — ^Historical  account  of  the  Amer- 
ican labor  movement  Wednesday  evenings,  April  9,  16,  23, 
30;  May  7,  14,  21,  28;  June  4,  11.    Instructor,  C.  C.  Ramsey. 
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Course  N«.  9.  Representative  Government. — ^A  study  of  the  methods  of  popular 
representation.  Thursday  evenings,  April  10,  17,  24;  May  1, 
8,  15,  22,  29;  June  5,  12.     Instructor,  J.  J.  Laski. 

Course  No.  10.  Theory  and  Practice  of  Democracy, — Study  of  the  conditions, 
the  use,  and  the  success  of  democracy.  Tuesday  evenings, 
April  8,  15,  22,  29;  May  6,  13,  20,  27;  June  3,  10.  Instructor, 
J.  MacKaye. 

Economics 

Course  No.  11.  Economics. — A  study  of  the  economic  principles  which  are  of 
special  importance  to  labor.  Friday  evenings,  April  11,  18, 
25;  May  2,  9,  16,  23,  30;  June  6,  13.  Instructors,  G.  Nasmsrth 
and  I.  Fisher. 

Course  No.  12.  The  Distribution  of  Wealth. — A  study  of  the  division  of  the 
products  of  labor.  Tuesday  evenings,  April  8,  15,  22,  29; 
May  6,  13,  20,  27;  Jime  3,  10.     Instructor,  H.  Feis. 

Course  No.  13.     Physics. — ^Lectures  and  ezi)eriments  on  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  physics.    Thursday  evenings,  April  10,  17,  24;  May  1, 
8,  15,  22,  29;  Jime  5,  12.     Instructor,  H.  Taylor. 
A  fuller  program  of  courses,  each  of  twenty  or  more  lectures,  to  begin  in 

October,  1919,  will  be  annoimced  later. 

List  of  Instructors 

Roscoe  Poundt  Dean  of  the  Harvard  Law  School. 

Irvinf  Fisher^  Professor  of  Economics,  Yale  University. 

William  Z.  Ripley,  Professor  of  Economics,  Harvard  University. 

Alfred  Dwight  Sheffield,  Assistant  Professor  of  Rhetoric  and  Composition, 

Wellesley  College. 
Sara  Stiles,  Professor  of  Economics,  Simmons  College. 
Charles  C.  Ramsay,  Lecturer. 

Daniel  Foley^eaditr  of  Economics,  Boston  English  High  School. 
James  MacKaye,  Formerly  Lecturer  on  Political  Engineering,   Harvard 

University. 
Horace  M.  Kallen,  Professor  of  Philosophy,  New  School  of  Social  Research, 

New  York  City. 
Henry  W.  L.  Dana,  Formerly  Assistant  Professor  of  Comparative  Literature, 

Columbia  University. 
Roy  Kenneth  Hack,  Assistant  Professor  of  Classics,  Harvard  University. 
Zachariah  Chafee,  Assistant  Professor  of  Law,  Harvard  University. 
R.  F.  A.  Hoernle,  Assistant  Professor  of  Philosophy,  Harvard  University. 
George  Nasmyih,  Formerly  Lecturer  on  Political  Economy. 
Felix  Frankfurter,  Formerly  Chairman  War  Labor  Policies  Board. 
'Horace  Taylor,  Lecturer. 

Francis  B.  Sayre,  Professor  of  Constitutional  Law,  Harvard  University. 
Harold  J.  Laski,  Lecturer  on  Government,  Harvard  University. 
Samuel  Eliot  Morrison,  Instructor  in  History,  Harvard  University. 
William  Leavitt  Stoddard. 
A.  Gerhard  Dehly,  , 

Lucien  Price, 
Herbert  Feis. 
Arthur  Fisher, 

Chicago 

In  Chicago  during  1916-1918,  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League  organized 

classes  in  English,  parliamentary  law  and  public  speaking,  and  arranged  courses 

,  of  lectures  in  the  history  of  the  trade  union  movement,  trade  agreements  and 
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labor  legislation.  Cooperation  with  the  public  schools  was  established  in  the 
beginning.  But  during  the  current  year  an  interesting  development  has  been 
worked  out.  The  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor  organized  its  educationa  Icoundl, 
consisting  of  one  delegate  from  each  interested  local,  and  this  council  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  educational  committee  of  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League  has 
enlarged  the  scope  of  the  Trade  Union  League  and  secured  an  encouraging  response 
from  the  workers. 

Classes  in  English^  both  elementary  and  advanced,  parliamentary  law, 
practical  citizenship,  and  physical  education  are  offered,  botli  teachers  and  class- 
rooms (induding  gymnasium)  being  furnished  by  the  board  of  education.  For 
courses  in  political  geography,  judicial  decisions  affecting  labor,  public  speak* 
mg,  and  History  of  trade  unions,  the  services  of  members  of  university  faculties 
and  prominent  leaders  in  labor  and  kindred  lines  are  secured. 

The  outlines  of  courses  in  practical  citizenship  and  history  of  trade  imions 
follows: 

PracUcal  Citizenship 

"This  is  a  study  of  mechanism  of  otu:  government  with  a  view  of  determining 
how  far  it  can  be  used  as  an  instrument  for  democracy,  and  a  consideration  of  the 
devices  that  have  been  proposed  and  in  some  places  adopted  to  make  it  more 
responsive  to  the  spirit  of  the  times.  It  will  deal  with  the  English  constitution 
and  government,  otu:  American  constitution,  the  powers  of  the  different  branches 
of  our  government,  the  federal  judiciary,  the  government  of  the  state,  the  govern- 
ment of  Illinois,  and  of  the  county,  the  townships  and  cities.  It  will  dc^  with 
the  election  laws,  the  registration  laws,  and  some  of  the  methods  for  bettering  the 
government. 

"Miss  Eunice  Peter,  a  high  school  teacher,  will  conduct  this  dass.  Misa 
Peter  has  been  admitted  to  the  bar." 

History  of  Trade  Unions 

Every  Friday  evening.  Room  704,  139  N.  Clark  Street. 
Feb.    7.     "Forerunners  of  Trade  Unions  before  1860."    By  Professor  John  R. 

Commons,  University  of  Wisconsin. 
Feb.  14.    "Revival  of  Trade  Union  from  1860  to  1880."    By  Professor  F.  S. 

Diebler,  Northwestern  University. 
Feb.  21.     "Knights  of  Labor."    By  Professor  F.  S.  Diebler. 
Feb.  28.    "American  Federation  of  Labor."    By  George  W.  Perkins,  President, 

International  Cigarmakers'  Union. 
Mar.    7.    "The  Different  Forms  of  Organizations  within  the  A.  F.  of  L."    By 

Agnes  Nestor,  President,  Women's  Trade  Union  League  of  Chicago. 
Mar.  14.    "The  Radical  Movements  and  Labor."    By  Nathan  Fine.    Mr.  Fine 

made  a  spedal  study  of  this  subject  at  the  University  of  Chicago. 
Mar.  21.    "Judicial  Decisions  Affecting  Labor."    By  Lieutenant  Newton  Jen- 
kins, of  the  Chicago  Bar. 
Mar.  28.    "The  Use  of  Injunctions  in  Labor  Disputes."    By  Lieutenant  Newton 

Jenkins. 
Apr.    4.    "Trade  Agreement."    By  James  Mullenbach. 
Apr.  11.     "British  Trade  Union  Movement  from  1799  to  1906."    By  Professor 

H.  A.  Millis,  University  of  Chicago. 
Apr.  18.     "Present  Day  British  Trade  Unions."    By  Alderman  John  C.  Kennedy. 
Apr.  25.     "The  Labor  Movement  of  Denmark  and  other  Northern  Countries." 

By  Christian  Madsen,  of  the  Painters'  Union,  Local  194,  and  former 

member  of  the  Illinois  Legislature. 
•    (Fee  for  entire  course,  one  dollar.    Single  lectures,  twenty-five  cents.    Fee 
for  six  lectures,  beginning  March  21,  fifty  cents.) 
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Los  Angdes 

The  educational  work  in  Los  An^^eles  is  now  completely  under  the  control 
of  the  Board  of  Education  and  does  not  strictly  come  within  the  instructions  of 
this  committee.  But  the  development  from  union  initiative  to  Board  of  Educa- 
tion control  is  instructive. 

Two  years  ago  some  classes  for  the  members  of  the  United  Garment  Workers' 
Union  were  formed  in  English,  Spanish,  arithmetic,  music,  dressmakmg,  milli- 
nery, cooking,  phirsical  culture  and  commercial  work.  These  classes  were 
taught  by  teachers  from  the  public  school  system  of  the  city,  who  donated  their 
services  for  the  term  of  six  weeks— the  summer  session.  The  enrollment  was  80, 
with  an  average  daily  attendance  of  65.  The  principal  reason  for  these  classes 
was  the  teaching  of  English  to  non-English-sp^Udng  girls  in  the  industry,  and 
they  composed  the  bulk  of  the  enrollment. 

The  school  was  held  during  the  summer  session  at  5  P.  M.,  directly  after  the 
factory  day,  and  held  in  rooms  of  the  Labor  Temple  donated  by  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  Labor  Temple. 

The  classes  were  so  successful  that  the  Board  of  Education,  upon  the  presen- 
tation of  a  petition  signed  by  some  200  prospective  students,  instituted  an  demen- 
tary  night  school  in  the  Labor  Temple  for  these  girls,  but  insisted  that  it  also  be 
open  to  the  general  public  since  the  teachers  were  to  be  paid  by  adbool  funds. 
However,  there  was  no  outside  enrollment. 

The  school  was  provided  with  all  equipment  needed  by  the  Garment  Woricers' 
Union. 

Pew  new  classes  were  added  during  that  year.  The  enrollment  was  con^ 
tinuous.  The  Garment  Workers'  Union  passed  a  law  compelling  all  non-English- 
spesJdng  members  to  learn  English,  partly  to  help  them  along  in  their  work,  to 
avoid  accidents  in  the  factory,  and  also  from  a  patriotic  standpoint. 

During  the  year  these  English  classes  were  transferred  to  the  factories,  being 
taught  by  regular  teachers  from  4.30  to  5.30  P.  M.,  and  are  still  in  session  there, 
both  beginning  and  advanced. 

After  the  classes  in  English  were  transferred  to  the  factories,  the  work  in  the 
Labor  Temple  became  entirdy  vocational,  most  of  it  falling  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Smith-Hughes  Act  Tlie  Painters'  Union  asked  for  a  teacher  in  commercial 
art  and  the  Board  of  Education  furnished  an  expert  During  the  summer  of  1918, 
classes  were  formed  in  plumbing,  sheet  metal  pattern  work,  telephone  engineer" 
ing,  inside  wiring,  electrical  machine  work,  welding,  vulcanizing,  mechanical 
drafting,  and  power  machine  operation.  The  courses  were  drawn  up  by  the 
teachers,  a  "coordinator"  between  the  unions  and  the  public  school  system,  and 
a  supervisory  committee  of  three,  elected  from  each  industry  for  its  particular 
branch  of  study.  These  courses  are  now  before  the  Board  of  Education  for  its 
approval. 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Labor  Temple  raised  $6,000  for  remodelling 
the  basement  for  the  purposes  of  the  classes,  and  the  Board  of  Education  installed 
$4,000  worth  of  equipment  The  classes  in  power  machine  operation  are  offered 
in  two  union  factories. 

Vocational  education  is  outside  the  field  of  this  committee,  and,  aside  from 
that,  none  of  the  work  is  now  under  union  auspices.  It  is  also  noticeable  that 
many  valuable  courses  offered  in  the  other  cities,  such  as  History  of  the  Trade 
union  movement,  and  labor  legislation,  are  not  provided.  But  Los  AngeleS 
illustrates  the  response  of  the  pubUc  school  system  to  a  demand  fint  demon- 
strated by  the  unions. 

General  Conclusions 

In  the  judgment  of  your  committee  the  most  important  differences  in  the 
systems  described  lie  in  the  varying  degrees  of  cooperation  of  the  unions  with  the 
public  schools,  and  of  the  unions  with  each  other.  In  New  York  City  it  is  chiefly 
one  lai^  international,  the  Ladies'  Garment  Woricers,  which  has  developed  its 
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own  educational  department  and  secured  cooperation  with  the  public  schools  to 
the  Qctent  of  the  use  of  four  elementary  school  buildings  for  their  unity  centers, 
one  high  school  for  their  central  classes,  and  of  the  services  of  teachers  of  English. 
All  of  the  educational  work  of  the  Ladies'  Garment  Workers  in  Philadelphia  is  in 
cooperation  with  the  public  schools.  In  Boston,  the  Central  Labor  Union  has 
organized  a  Trade  Union  College  for  advanced  work,  the  public  schools  furnishing 
a  high  school  building.  In  Chicago  also,  the  Chicago  Federation  of  Labor,  in 
conjtmction  with  the  Women's  Trade  Union  League,  has  organized  the  educational 
work,  the  public  schools  fiurnishing  a  large  proportion  of  the  teachers  and  meeting 
places.  In  Los  Angeles,  while  the  movement  was  initiated  by  the  unions,  the 
'Board  of  Education  now  has  full  control,  though  utilizing  the  close  cooperation 
of  the  tmions  in  working  out  courses  and  methods. 

Your  committee  is  instructed  to  formulate  from  its  stu^y  of  all  these  ^stems, 
recommendations  applicable  to  the  labor  movement  as  a  whole.  We  consider  the 
subjects  taught  a  matter  of  minor  significance — ^jrou  may  feel  that  some  should 
be  added  or  omitted;  the  main  question  at  issue  is  the  machinery,  the  basic  prin- 
ciple on  whidi  the  work  is  organized,  its  soundness  from  the  standpoint  of  trade 
union  and  public  policy,  its  effectiveness,  and  its  adaptability  to  the  varying  con- 
ditions of  (Afferent  communities. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  emphasize  Labor's  keen  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
education.  And  it  is  unnecessary  to  more  tiian  mention  organized  labor's  pride 
in  the  part  it  took  in  the  establishment  of  our  public  schools,  and  the  consistent 
and  vigorous  stand  it  has  taken  ever  since,  for  the  highest  development  of  our 
system  of  public  education. 

One  of  the  things  that  impressed  the  committee  in  the  classes  of  the  Ladies' 
Garment  Workers'  Union  in  New  York  City  was  the  feeling  of  the  students  that 
the  classes  belonged  to  them,  that  they  were  at  home  in  them,  and  took  a  collective 
pride  in  them.  That  is  high  praise  for  those  classes,  but  it  is  also  an  indication 
of  a  serious  shortcoming  in  our  public  schools,  and  in  the  attitude  of  the  public, 
that  is  not  limited  to  New  York  City.  For  that  sense  of  part-ownership  should 
be  in  tibe  minds  of  students  in  all  public  school  classes;  whenever  any  citizen  passes 
or  enters  a  public  school  building  he  should  feel,  "Here  is  an  institution  which 
belongs  to  and  is  created  to  serve  my  fellowKstizens  and  me.  It  is  an  invest- 
ment which  should  yield  returns  not  merely  during  the  five  or  six  hours,  five  days 
a  week,  when  the  children  use  it,  but  during  as  many  of  the  twenty-four  hours  as 
we  may  find  uses  for  it."  When  that  conception  becomes  general,  the  schools  will 
be  indeed  a  melting  pot.  That  that  conception  is  not  more  general  is  partly  the 
fault  of  the  public,  and  partly  that  of  boards  of  education,  which  is  again  the  fault 
ci  the  public. 

Your  committee  believes  that  the  educational  facilities  described  in  this 
report  ^ould  be  provided  by  boards  of  education  whenever  requested  by  a  suffi- 
cient rmmber,  and  should  be  open  to  the  public.  But  this  implies  that  the  courses 
offered  shall  be  selected  in  cooperation  with  the  unions  or  other  groups  making 
the  requests,  that  they  shall  meet  the  wishes  of  the  citizens  who  are  iirospective 
students,  rather  than  of  the  boards  of  education.  And  it  also  implies  that  the 
instruction  and  discussions  must  be  unhampered.  A  teacher  must  not  be  open  to 
the  taunt,  "Do  you  say  that  because  you  think  it  is  true,  or  because  if  you  said  any 
thing  else  you  would  lose  your  job?"  It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  American  educa- 
tion that  it  is  necessary  to  state  these  conditions.  But  it  is  necessary.  Boards 
of  education  in  an  alarming  number  of  otu:  communities  are  tmresponsive  to  public 
opinion,  forget  that  they  and  the  teachers  are  simply  fellow-servants  of  the  public, 
and  assume  proprietor^ip  over  the  schools,  and  ttie  minds  of  the  teachers,  in 
such  communities,  before  the  goal  of  centering  union  educational  activities  in  the 
public  schools  can  be  fully  realized,  labor  and  other  liberal  elements  must  secure 
effective  r^resentation  on  the  boards  of  education.  Meanwhile  classes  under 
union  auspices  will  serve  the  additional  purpose  of  demonstrating  the  existence 
of  a  demand  which  the  schools  are  failing  to  meet.  But  such  daises  should  be 
considered  a  stop-gao.  The  sound  solution  is  a  progressive  board  of  education, 
responsive  to  the  ^blic 
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Where  the  types  of  courses  and  instruction  desired  can  not  be  obtained  from 
the  public  schools,  we  believe  that  all  interested  unions,  working  through  their 
central  labor  bodies,  should  cooperate  in  organizing  their  educational  work.  Not 
only  would  there  be  economy  and  efficiency  in  centralized  eflfort,  but  it  would 
make  for  better  understanding  among  members  of  the  various  locals.  In  case 
sufficient  interest  can  not  be  aroused  in  the  central  labor  body,  or  a  local  has  an 
educational  problem  peculiar  to  itself,  an  interested  local  would  naturally  take  the 
initiative  and  work  out  its  own  solution.  But  it  is  a  question  to  be  worked  out  in 
each  community  according  to  its  peculiar  conditions  and  needs. 

We  are  not  inclined  to  make  invidious  comparisons  among  the  systems  exam- 
ined. We  fotmd  in  all  of  them  an  admirable  idealism,  a  sincere  and  effective 
effort  to  enrich  the  lives  of  the  workers.  We  believe  that  we  are  asked  to  present 
general  conclusions,  not  to  single  out  details  for  comment.  But  we  would  like 
to  call  attention  to  an  activity  of  the  Chicago  public  schools  apart  from  the  classes 
already  described.  One  of  the  most  important  features  of  the  work  discussed  in 
both  New  York  and  Chicago  is  the  teaching  of  Engli^  to  those  unable  to  read 
and  write  the  language  of  their  adopted  cotmtry.  The  Chicago  school  system  is 
sending  teachers  of  English  to  factories  wherever  there  is  an  agreement  of  the 
employer  to  give  fifteen  minutes  of  the  working  time  to  match  fifteen  minutes 
which  the  employe  gives  from  his  Itmch  time,  or  other  time  of  his  own.  This 
opportunity  for  a  dally  half  hotu:  lesson  in  English  given  at  the  places  of  employ- 
ment is  being  eagerly  seized  by  htmdreds  of  workers  in  need  of  elementary  Engli^. 
Of  course,  many  lunch  periods  are  too  short  to  stand  fiuther  curtailment,  but  the 
general  plan  would  seem  to  furnish  possibilities  of  cooperation  with  the  public 
schools  and  employers  worth  investigation  by  unions  with  non-English-speaking 
members.  i 

To  summarize  its  general  conclusions,'  your  committee  recommends  that 
central  labor  bodies,  through  securing  representation  on  boards  of  education,  and 
through  the  presentation  of  a  popular  demand  for  increased  facilities  for  adult 
education,  make  every  effort  to  obtain  from  the  public  schools  liberally  conducted 
classes  in  English,  public  speaking,  parliamentary  law,  economics,  industrial 
legislation,  history  of  industry,  and  of  the  trade  union  movement,  and  any 
o&er  subjects  that  may  be  requested  by  a  sufficient  number,  such  classes  to  tie 
offered  at  times  and  places  which  would  make  them  available  to  workers.  If  the  public 
school  system  does  not  show  willingness  to  cooperate  in  offering  appropriate  courses 
and  type  of  instruction,  the  central  labor  body  should  organize  such  classes  with 
as  mu<^  cooperation  from  the  public  schools  as  may  be  obtained.  Interested  local 
unions  should  take  the  initiative  when  necessary.  \ 

We  further  request  that  the  E.  C.  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to 
transmit  these  recommendations  to  all  affiliated  central  labor  bodies. 

M.  F.  Grbbnb,  Chairman. 

Harry  Jbnkins. 

Jambs  Roach. 

Thomas  F.  Flahbrty. 

Chas.  B.  Stiixman,  Secretary. 

HEALTH  INSURANCE 

During  a  period  of  several  years  the  conventions  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
have  given  consideration  to  the  subject  of  health  insurance.  The  St.  Paul  Convention 
instructed  the  Executive  Cotmcil  to  appoint  a  special  committee  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  investigation  into  the  subject  of  health  insurance,  to  report  to  the  E.  C.  and  if  the  Council 
approved  that  a  model  bill  be  drafted  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  health  insurance  into  effect. 
Wc  appointed  John  A.  Voll,  John  J.  Manning,  Mrs.  Sara  Conboy,  Hugh  Frayne  and  Collis 
Lovely. 

The  committee  reported  having  had  many  sessions  and  making  its  investigations.  It 
reported  further  its  conclusions.  The  report  was  considered  by  the  E.  C.  There  were 
divergent  views  manifested  by  some  of  our  members.    Because  of  this  fact  and  desirous  of 
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reaching  a  conclusion  which  should  receive  the  unanimous  judgment  of  the  convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.,  we  have  reached  the  conclusion  to  recommend  to  this  convention,  and  we  do 
so  recommend,  that  the  report  itself  together  with  the  entire  subject-matter  of  health 
insurance  be  referred  to  the  E.  C.  to  make  further  investigation  into  the  subject-matter 
and  tiiat  this  convention  give  the  E.  C.  authority  yrhen  it  reaches  a  conclusion  upon  the 
matter  to  make  that  opinion  public  as  the  position  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  upon  health  insurance. 

THE  SHORTER  WORKDAY 

In  another  section  of  this  report,  that  is,  the  Reconstruction  Program  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  which  has  been  appoved  by  us,  the  subject  of  hours  of  labor  is  con- 
sidered. In  view  of  the  several  resolutions  of  the  St.  Paul  Convention  dealing  with  the 
subject  of  the  eight-hour  day  and  the  directions  of  the  convention  that  the  Executive 
Council  should  continue  its  work  along  the  line  of  the  shorter  workday  activities,  we  feel 
it  necessary  to  make  fturther  reference  to  the  subject,  for  there  is  nothing  in  which  Labor  is 
more  vitally  interested  than  in  fewer  hoturs  of  daily  toil  whereby  are  afforded  leisure  for 
rest  and  recuperation  and  opportunity  for  the  things  that  make  life  worth  living. 

In  the  statistical  section  of  this  report  record  is  made  of  those  organizations  which  have 
been  successful  during  the  year  in  establishing  the  shorter  workday.  In  every  way  within 
its  power  the  A.  F.  of  L.  through  its  executive  officers  and  organizers  has  assisted  the  organ- 
izations that  have  made  the  struggle  for  the  shorter  workday. 

There  is  nothing  spectacular  in  such  work.  It  is  the  steady  onward  progress  day  by 
day.  Particularly  in  the  textile  industry  has  progress  been  made.  Many  of  the  workers 
of  that  trade  now  enjoy  the  forty-four-hour  week.  Other  organizations  have  conducted 
vigorous  and  fruitful  campaigns  for  the  eight-hour  day  or  the  forty-four4iour  week. 

Few  other  years  have  shown  a  more  satisfactory  progress  in  the  reduction  of  the  length 
of  the  workday  than  the  year  just  closed.  It  is  significant  that  the  practical  value  of  the 
shorter  workday  was  shown  most  emphatically  during  that  period  of  the  nation's  life  when 
the  utmost  in  pixxluction  was  required  to  satisfy  the  demand^  of  war. 

The  satisfactory  results,  not  only  in  health  and  comfort  and  the  general  well-being  for 
the  workers,  but  in  voltune  of  production  as  well  were  demonstrated  during  the  war  beyond 
all  question.  The  rapid  trend  toward  the  general  establishment  of  the  shorter  workday 
developed  during  the  war  must  not  be  allowed  to  wane  during  the  i)eriod  of  reconstruction. 

In  order  that  the  subject  may  be  dealt  with  most  comprehensively  and  completely  to 
the  end  that  the  most  constructive  suggestions  may  be  pliaced  before  the  convention  we 
recommend  that  the  entire  subject  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  shorter  workday  with 
instructions  to  report  to  this  convention  for  consideration  and  action. 

COOPERATIVE  PLAN 

The  Buffalo,  1917,  Convention  when  considering  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  Cooperation  directed  "that  every  local  trade  union  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  requested  to  contribute  the  sum  of  one  dollar  in  order  to  establish 
successfully  the  Federation  Bureau  for  promoting  and  advancing  the  cause  of  true  coopeni- 
tion  in  the  United  States  and  Canada."  That  convention  also  authorized  the  President  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  appoint  for  a  period  of  one  year  a  qualified  trade  unionist  as  lecturer 
and  adviser  on  a  broad  plan  of  cooperatbn.  We  reported  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention 
tiiat  the  fund  created  tmder  authority  and  the  plan  authorized  by  the  Buffalo  Convention 
had  not  reached  sufficient  proportions  for  the  appointment  of  a  cooperative  lecturer  and 
adviser. 

As  is  shown  in  Secretary  Morrison's  financial  statement,  which  is  part  of  this  report, 
the  fund  at  this  time  amounts  to  only  $2,383.03.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  many  of  the 
affiliated  organizations  have  not  contributed  to  the  fund,  and  therefore  we  are  as  yet  unable 
to  inaugurate  the  work  of  the  cooperative  lecturer  and  adviser.  We  urge  that  all  affiliated 
national  and  international  organizations  and  central  bodies  t^e  this  matter  under  considera- 
tion and  promptly  send  in  their  contributions  to  the  Secretary  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
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INTERNATIONAL  ASSOCUTION  OF  BRIDGE,  STRUCTURAL  AND  ORNAMENTAL 
IRON  WORKERS  ts.  BUILDING  TRADES  DEPARTMENT,  A.  F.  of  L. 

On  appeal  of  the  International  Association  of  Bridget  Structural  and  Ornamental  Ixon 
Workers  from  the  action  of  the  Building  Trades  Department,  which  was  presented  by  a 
delegation  of  that  organization,  along  with  a  brief  of  the  contention,  it  was  found  ^at 
the  delegation  based  their  appeal  on  the  statement  in  the  brief  known  as  Paragraph  2, 
as  follows: 

"While  the  action  taken  by  the  Building  Trades  Department  Convention 
at  St.  Paul  forces  us  to  go  through  the  form  of  an  appeal,  it  is  our  contention 
that  all  steps  taken  in  these  controversies  beginning  witii  the  action  at  the  Buffalo 
Building  Trades  Department  Convention  are  unlawful  and  therefore  legally 
void.  This  appeal  consequentiy  requests  recognition  at  your  hands  of  the  final 
decisions  rendered  prior  to  the  year  1917  and  the  declaration  that  all  subsequent 
action  is  void  for  lack  of  jurisdiction  On  the  part  of  those  bodies  which  have 
taken  any  action  in  these  causes  subsequent  to  the  final  decisions  herein  referred  to.' ^ 

The  subject  was  carefully  considered  but  as  the  appeal  as  above  stated  showed  that 
the  Bridge,  Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron  Wooers  based  their  action  on  subjects 
previous  to  and  at  the  Buffalo  Convention  and  as  the  action  of  the  Buffalo  Building  Tnules 
Convention  which  the  Structural  Iron  Workers  desired  to  reverse  had  been  brought  to 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  by  the  Structural  Iron  Woricers 
following  the  Buffalo  Building  Trades  Convention,  and  later  had  gone  from  the  action 
of  the  £.  C.  thereon  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  and  as  the  action  of  the  Building  Trades 
Convention  and  the  action  taken  by  the  E.  C.  thereon  had  been  sustained  at  the  St.  Paul 
Convention,  and  ^ich  constitute  the  methods  of  appeal  between  the  departments  and 
the  A.  P.  of  L.,  the  E.  C.  dedded  in  this  instance  tiiat  the  appeal  of  the  International 
Association  of  Bridge,  Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers  was  not  sustained. 

PROPOSED  AMALGAMATION  OF  TEXTILE  WORKERS 

The  St.  Paul  Convention  directed  that  two  of  the  Federation  organizers  should  be 
appointed  to  meet  with  the  representatives  of  the  three  organizations  of  textile  workers  for 
the  purpose  of  formulatmg  a  plan  to  effect  their  amalgamation,  August  1,  1918,  having 
been  set  as  the  time  limit  within  which  the  terms  formulated  and  approved  diould  be 
accepted  by  the  three  organizations,  and  the  organization  or  organizations  which  might 
fail  to  accept  the  plan  of  amalgamation  to  be  suspended  from  membership  in  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  on  the  date  named. 

Because  of  the  fact  that  two  of  the  organizations  involved  would  hold  their  annual 
conventions  after  August  1,  1918,  and  their  officers  being  required  under  the  provisiona 
of  their  constitutions  to  secure  author!^  from  their  conventions  to  enter  into  such  negotia- 
tions for  amalgamation,  it  was  deemed  advisable  that  the  time  limit  set  by  the  St.  Paul 
Convention  be  extended. 

Organizers  James  E.  Roach  and  Frank  McCarthy  were  appointed  to  represent  the 
Federation  in  this  matter.  They  held  several  conferences  and  finally  submitted  their 
report  and  recommendations  as  follows: 

We^  the  undersigned,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  the  amalgamation 
of  all  unions  of  textile  workers  in  accordance  with  Resolution  No.  96  of  the  Buffalo 
Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  with  directions  to  confer  with  the  unions  concerned 
for  the  purpose,  if  po^ble,  of  having  said  unSons  mutually  agree  upon  a  plan  of 
amalgamation,  and  failing  in  which  to  report  to  3^ou  with  sudi  recommendations 
as  we  may  deem  proper,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

In  addition  to  the  oonforence  held  by  irour  direction  with  the  representatives 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers,  Mtde  Spinners  and  Lace  Makers'  International 
Unions  on  this  matter,  we  have  held  three  conferences  with  the  unions  named 
above,  ^e  omferenees  being  at  New  Yoric  City,  adjourning  from  time  to  time 
in  the  hope  that  further  thought  and  delibexation  on  the  matter  of  amalgamation 
would  cause  the  unions  concerned  to  eventually  realize  the  necessity  for  the  pro- 
tection and  promotion  of  their  own  craft  interests,  of  finding  common  ground  upon 
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which  all  three  could  stand.    We  regret  that  we  have  to  report  that  we  found 
such  a  solution  impossible. 

In  the  conferences  held  we  found  that  while  the  representatives  of  all  the 
unions  agreed  that  some  form  of  unity  was  advisable,  the  spmners  and  the  lace 
makers  were  insistent  that  such  unity  should  not  be  upon  any  line  that  would 
deprive  their  organizations  of  their  craft  identity  or  cause  their  loss  of  direct 
membership  and  representation  in  the  A.  P.  of  L.  which,  if  agreed  to,  would  mean 
the  eslabli^ing  of  a  condition  of  organization  that  formerly  existed  in  the  textile 
industry  and  proved  a  lamentable  failure. 

Your  committee  is  convinced,  as  a  result  of  the  conferences  held  with  the 
representatives  of  the  textile  unions  and  its  inquiry  into  the  conditions  affecting 
the  organization  of  the  workers  in  the  industry,  that  there  is  an  utter  lack  of  har- 
mony in  either  spirit  or  action  between  the  three  textile  unions  now  holding  char- 
ters from  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  which  have  been  so  dearly  demonstrated  in  the  failure 
of  united  action  upon  the  importance  of  establishing  the  eight-hour  day  in  the 
textile  industry,  which  failure  undoubtedly  adversely  affected  the  success  of  the 
eight-hour  movement  in  the  textile  industry  and  tended  to  create  confusion  in 
the  minds  of  great  numbers  of  textile  workers  as  to  the  course  they  should  pursue, 
and  we  believe  that  such  conditions  will  continue  until  there  is  brought  about  an 
organization  of  textile  workers  that  will  embrace  within  its  folds  all  the  workers 
empk>yed  hi  the  manufacture  of  textiles,  irrespective  of  the  department  of  tfie 
industry  m  whidi  said  workers  may  be  employed. 

We  find  as  a  result  of  our  inquiry  into  the  conditions  existing  within  the  three 
textile  unions  now  a£Giliated  with  the  A.  P.  of  L.  that  the  Mule  Spinners'  Inter- 
national Union  is  an  organization  consisting,  according  to  its  last  report,  of  a 
membership  of  1,71 1  men  and  561  boys,  with  upwards  of  95  per  centof  itsmember- 
diip  located  in  New  England. 

We  find  that  iht  Lace  Makers'  International  Union  is  an  organization  of 
some  1,200  in  membership,  and  that  at  the  present  time  a  f^eat  number  of  lace 
makers,  other  than  lace  weavers,  are  in  membership  in  the  Umted  Textile  WorkexB, 
and  we  find  that  the  United  Textile  Workers  is  an  organization  of  some  70,000 
members  made  up  of  workers  of  all  branches  of  the  industry,  and  has  locals  in 
about  all  localities  in  the  nation  where  the  textile  industry  is  being  conducted. 

We  find  further  that  the  laws  and  policies  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  are 
so  broad  and  ^eral  as  to  permit  any  of  the  textile  crafts  that  may  be  in  member- 
ship and  wishmg  to  establish  for  thdr  craftsmen  additional  benefits  to  those  pro- 
vided for  by  the  national  organization,  may  do  so  with  the  assurance  that  the 
additional  moneys  contributed  to  maintain  the  additional  benefits  shall  be  the 
sole  property  of  the  craft  making  the  contributions  and  to  be  dispensed  by  said 
craft  in  any  maimer  it  may  wish,  providing  that  the  laws  of  the  international 
union  are  not  conflicted  with. 

In  view  of  whidi  we  recommend  that  the  Spinners'  Ihtemational  Union, 
and  the  Lace  Operatives  of  America  be  directed  to  instruct  their  local  unions  to 
make  application  for  a  charter  to  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America.  We 
also  recommend  that  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  be  directed  to  grant 
upon  application  charters  and  usual  supplies  accompanjrini:  same,  without  cost 
to  all  load  unions  of  spinners  and  lace  makers  making  application  in  accordance 
with  the  above  stated  directions,  and  that  the  standing  of  the  individual  members 
shall  be  made  that  of  their  present  standing  in  the  organization  in  whidh  they  now 
hold  membership. 

While  it  is  the  present  policy  of  the  United  Textile  Workers  to  permit  its 
crafts  that  so  desire  to  create  additional  benefits  for  its  craftsmen  and  to  have 
complete  control  of  sudi  ftmds  and  its  methods  of  collection  and  distribution,  we 
further  recommend  that  the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  be  directed  to  so 
amend  its  constitution  as  will  permit  the  continuance  of  that  policy  and  give  to  it 
constitutional  assurance. 

The  Executive  Coundl  for  the  reasons  named  extend  the  time  for  amalgamation  to 
September  1»  1919. 
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PAINTERS— LONGSHOREMEN 

In  the  case  of  the  jurisdictioiial  controversy  between  these  two  organizations,  we  are 
glad  to  report  that  the  f blowing  agreement  has  been  reached: 

"In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  St.  Paul  Convention  of  "the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  representatives  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Painters, 
Decorators  and  Paperhangers  of  America  and  the  International  Longshoremen's 
Association  met  in  conference  with  the  Secretary  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  it  was 
agreed  on  the  part  of  the  longshoremen  that  they  do  not  claim  jurisdiction  over 
painting. 

(Signed)  T.  V.  O'Connor, 

Representing  the  International  Longshoremen* s  Association. 
(Signed)  Geo.  F.  Hedrick, 

(Signed)  Jos.  F.  Kelly, 

Representing  the  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers  of  America. 

(Signed)  Frank  Morrison, 

Representing  the  A,  F,  of  L" 

MACmNISTS— CARPENTERS 

There  is  nothing  which  has  developed  in  this  case  since  our  report  to  the  St.  Paul  Con- 
vention so  far  as  we  are  advised.  The  representatives  of  the  two  organizations  have  not 
conferred  as  to  the  questions  at  issue  between  them. 

FLINT-GLASS  WORKERS— MACmNISTS 

Our  St.  Paul  Convention  directed: 

1 .  That  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  be  immediately  directed 
to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  as  approved  at 
the  Buffalo  Convention,  which  decision  was  arrived  at  tmder  a  plan  which  the 
International  Association  of  Machinists,  through  its  officers  and  delegates,  pro- 
posed to  the  Seattle  Convention  and  which  conclusions  they  pledged  themselves 
to  accept  and  fully  observe. 

2.  That  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  be  directed  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  discontinue  the  violations  of  the  decision  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
and  give  obedience  to  its  requirements. 

3.  That  the  Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  and  directed 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  the  end  that  the  rights  of  the  Flint  Glass  Workers  will  be 
fully  recognized,  observed  and  safeguarded;  that  the  decisions  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
¥rtll  be  enforced  and  to  prove  helpful  in  removing  the  discord  and  friction  now 
existing  between  these  two  organizations  at  difference  with  one  another. 

In  view  of  the  explicit  directions  of  the  convention  it  is  advisable  to  submit  to  you 
herewith  the  several  letters  which  passed  Jjetween  the  President  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the 
President  of  the  Inter^iational  Association  of  Machinists: 

St.  Paul  Hotel,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  June  22, 1918. 
Mr.  WiLLLAM  H.  Johnston,  President, 

International  Association  of  Machinists, 

A.  F.  of  L.  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother  :    It  became  necessary  for  the  E.  C.  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
to  report  to  tiie  St.  Paul  Convention  the  situation  regarding  the  failure  or  refusal 
of  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  upon  the  subject  of  the  making  of  molds  for  molding  glassware. 

The  report  of  the  E .  C.  imder  the  caption  "Flmt  Glass  Workers—Machinists," 
will  be  found  on  page  112  of  the  report  of  the  E.  C.  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention, 
1918.    That  report  with  all  the  dociunents  in  the  case  was  referred  to  a  committee 
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which  had  the  subject  under  consideratioa,  and  the  committee  submitted  a  report 
to  the  convention  as  follows: 

"Haying  considered  that  part  of  the  E.  C.'s  report  entitled  'Flint  Glass 
Workers — Machinists,'  page  140,  and  Resolution  No.  75,  in  its  amended  form, 
your  committee  regrets  exceedingly  to  note  that  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  as  expressed 
at  the  Buffalo  and  previous  conventions. 

"We  view  a  disregard  to  the  deciaons  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  as  destructive  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  workers,  promotive  of  discord  and  dissatisfaction  and  as  a 
weakening  rather  than  a  strengthening  factor  to  the  efficiency  of  our  movement. 
We  deplore  this  disregard  to  sdf -obedience  to  the  dictates  of  our  movement.  We 
believe  the  time  is  here  that  voluntary  acquiescence  in  the  decisions  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  must  be  the  dominant  motive  inspiring  and  directing  our  attitude  and  rela- 
tions to  each  other  and  to  our  great  movement. 

"Prompted  by  these  dictates,  your  committee,  in  Keu  of  the  resolution  offered, 
submits  for  your  approval  and  for  the  acceptance  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists,  the  following: 

"  1 .  That  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  be  immediately  directed 
to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  as  approved  at  the  Buffalo  Conven- 
tion, which  decision  was  arrived  at  under  a  plan  which  the  IntemationsLl  Associa- 
tion of  Machinists,  through  its  officers  and  delegates,  proposed  at  the  Seattle  Con- 
vention ,  and  which  conclusions  they  pledged  themselves  to  adopt  and  fully  observe. 

"2.  That  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  be  directed  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  discontinue  the  violations  of  the  decision  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
and  give  obedience  to  its  requirements. 

"3.  That  the  B.  C.  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  and  directed  to  do  all  in 
its  power  to  the  end  that  the  rights  of  the  Flint  Glass  Workers  will  be  fully  recog- 
nized, observed  and  safeguarded;  that  the  decision  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  will  h^ 
enforced  and  to  prove  helpful  in  removing  the  discord  and  friction  now  existing 
between  these  two  organizations  at  difference  with  one  another." 

For  convenience  I  quote  to  you  the  decision  of  the  Buffalo  Convention.  It  is 
as  follows: 

"That  the  making  of  all  molds  to  be  used  for  molding  glassware  is  tmaer 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  American  Flint  Glass  Workers'  Union  and  should  be  so 
recognized  by  all  tmions  affiliated  to  the  A.  F.  of  h" 

Not  only  in  a  general  way,  but  because  you  were  in  attendance  at  the  St. 
Paul  Convention,  you  know  the  intense  feeling  which  was  aroused  at  the  conven- 
tion because  of  the  failure  or  refusal  of  the  International  Association  of  Machinists 
to  carry  out  the  decision  of  the  A.'  F.  of  L.  You  also  know  that  the  committee's 
report  and  recommendation  were  adopted  by  a  practically  unanimous  vote.  You 
will  observe  that  the  convention  directed  "That  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists  be  immediately  directed  to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
as  approved  at  the  Buffalo  Convention." 

The  E.  C.  held  a  meeting  in  this  city,  and  among  other  matters  considered 
was  the  subject  upon  which  this  letter  is  based;  in  turn,  the  E.  C.  directed  the 
undersigned  to  immediately  communicate  this  letter  to  3rou  and  to  ray  that  the 
E.  C.  and  the  A.  F.  of  h.  have  the  right  to  expect  a  prompt  compliance  by  the 
International  Association  of  Machinists  with  the  decision  of  the  Buffalo  Conven- 
tion as  approved  by  the  St.  Paul  Convention. 

Please  promptiy  advise  me  of  your  receipt  of  this  letter  and  what  steps  you 
have  taken  or  propose  to  take  in  compliance  with  the  decision  and  direction  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L. 

Fraternally  yours,  (Signed)  Samusl  Gompbrs, 

President,  A,  F,  of  L. 
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InTSRNATIOHAL  AsaOCIATIQN  OF  M[ACHINI8TS 

Washington,  D.  C,  Jh^  5, 191%. 
Mr.  SAMum.  GoMPSRS.  President, 

American  Federation  of  Labor, 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Daar  Sir  AND  Brothsr:   This  is  to  acknowledge  your  favor  dated  Jttne22d, 
relative  to  the  controversy  between  our  association  and  the  American  Flint  Glass 
Woricers'  Union,  contents  of  your  letter  carefully  noted. 

In  reply  beg  to  say  our  newly  elected  General  Executive  Board  will  meet  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  on  Monday,  July  15th,  at  which  time  ycm  letter  will  be  a 
matter  for  consideration. 


With  best  wishes,  I  remain, 

Pratemally  yours. 


(Signed)  Wm.  H.  Johnston, 

International  President, 


Washington,  D.  C,  Aumst  23, 1918. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Johnston.  President, 

International  Association  of  Machinists, 

A.  P.  of  L.  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
DSAR  Sir:    In  jrour  letter  to  me  of  Julv  5th,  replying  to  mine  of  June  22d, 
relative  to  the  controversy  between  the  Machinists  and  the  Flint  Glass  Workers, 
you  inform  me  that  my  letter  would  be  taken  up  for  consideratioo  by  your  Gencsnd 
Bzecutive  Board  at  its  meetmg  July  15th. 

Hoping  to  receive  an  early  reply  and  with  kind  regards,  I  am, 
Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  Samusl  Gompsrs, 

President,  American  Federation  cf  Labor. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Now.  4tk,  1918. 
Mr.  WiLUAM  H.  Johnston,  President, 

International  Association  of  Machinists, 

A.  F.  of  L.  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  On  August  23d,  President  Gompers  wrote  you  as 
follows: 

"In  your  letter  to  me  of  July  5th,  repljring  to  mine  of  June  22d,  relative  to 
the  controversy  between  the  Machinists  and  the  Flint  Glass  Workers,  3rou  inform 
me  that  my  letter  would  be  taken  up  for  consideration  by  your  Goieral  Executive 
Board  at  its  meetmg  July  15th.  Hoping  to  receive  an  early  r^ly  and  with  kind 
regards,  I  am." 

Under  date  of  November  1st,  I  am  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  President  Clarke 
of  the  Flint  Glass  Workers  in  whidi  he  says: 

"I  dislike  being  required  to  add  additional  burdens  to  your  task,  yet  I  fed 
duty  bound  to  urge  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  E.  C.  further  attention  be 
given  to  the  letter  of  June  22,  1918,  whidi  the  council  authorized  President  Gom- 
pers to  direct  to  William  H.  Johnston,  President  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists,  dealing  with  jurisdiction  over  the  making  of  moulds  for  moulding 
glassware  to  the  end  that  tlds  dispute  ma^  terminate  before  another  convention 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convenes,  thereby  avoidmg  a  recurrence  of  the  unpleasant  dis- 
cussion over  this  much  decided  question.  It  is  my  information  that  President 
Johnston  has  never  replied  to  the  letter  sent  him  by  President  Gompers,  copy  of 
which  I  enclose  herewith  for  3rour  convenience." 

I  have  advised  Brother  Clarke  that  the  matter  will  be  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  E.  C.  at  its  meeting  November  11th,  in  compliance  with  his  request. 
I  am,  therefore,  writing  to  advise  you  of  the  above  so  that  you  may  have  the 
opportunity  of  making  such  reply  as  you  may  desire,  so  that  jrour  reply  may  be 
placed  with  the  other  documents  for  the  consideration  of  the  E.  C. 
Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  John  R.  Alpins, 

Acting  President,  A.  F.  of  L. 
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Imtsrnational  Association  of  Machinists 

Washington,  D.  C,  November  P,  /P/^. 
Mr.  John  R.  Alpinb, 

Executive  Council,  A,  F.of  L.r 
Laredo,  Texas. 

DBar  Sir  and  Brothsr  :  This  will  acknofwledge  your  favor  dated  November 
4th,  calling  my  attention  to  a  letter  of  July  5th,  regsurding  the  controversy  between 
the  Machinists  and  the  Flint  Glass  Workers,  which  I  acknowledged  on  the  same  date, 
advising  that  the  matter  would  be  considered  by  the  General  Executive  Board  of 
our  association  at  its  sessions  during  the  week  of  July  15th.  Another  letter  was 
received  August  23d  during  my  absence  regarding  diis  subject,  and  in  some  manner 
was  filed  without  acknowledgment.  I  regret  this  oversi^^t,  and  assure  3rou  there 
was  no  intention  on  our  part  to  ignore  the  letter  of  President  Gompers  of  August 
23d. 

At  the  meeting  of  our  G.  E.  B.  July  15th,  this  matter  was  given  careful  con- 
sideration, particularly  that  part  of  President  Gompers'  letter  dated  June  22d, 
wherein  he  stated: 

"The  E.  C.  held  a  meeting  in  this  city,  and  among  other  matters  considered 
was  the  subject  ui>on  whidi  this  letter  is  based;  in  turn,  the  E.  C.  directed  the 
undersigned  to  immediately  communicate  this  matter  to  3rou  and  to  say  that  the 
E.  C.  and  the  A.  F.  of  L.  have  the  right  to  expect  a  prompt  compliance  by  the 
I.  A.  of  M.  with  the  decision  of  the  Buffalo  Convention  as  approved  by  the  St. 
Paul  Convention." 

Li  reply,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  Litemational  Association  of  Machinists 
would  like  to  know  by  what  authority  the  A.  F.  of  L.  can  say  to  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists  that  we  must  transfer  bona  fide  machinists  to  another 
organization,  and  concede  to  that  organization  jurisdiction  over  said  machinists? 
We  have  never  been  advised  that  our  charter  rights  have  been  abridged  or  modi- 
fied, and  if  they  have  been  abridged,  modified  or  amended  in  any  form,  it  has  been 
without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  International  Association  of  Machinists. 

I  note  particularly  that  part  of  your  letter  wherein  you  state  that  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  has  a  right  to  expect  prompt  compliance  by  the  I.  A.  of  M.  with  the  decision 
of  the  Buffalo  Convention  as  approved  by  the  St.  Paul  Convention.  We  would 
like  to  know  why  it  is  that  the  Machinists  are  thus  picked  out  and  expected  to 
comply  with  decisions  that  are  adverse  to  us,  when,  on  the  other  hand,  decisions 
have  been  repeatedly  rendered  in  favor  of  the  Madiinists,  sustaining  our  claims 
to  jurisdiction  over  tiie  making,  erecting,  assembling  and  installing  of  machinery, 
and  3ret  the  officers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  absolutely  decline  to  take  any  stq;>s  to  carry 
out  these  decisions,  or  to  see  that  the  Machinists  receive  the  recognition  they  are 
justly  entitled  to. 

I  refer  particularly  to  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Machinists  versus  Carpenters, 
adopted  by  the  Philadelphia  Convention  and  reaffirmed  at  the  San  Francisco 
Convention,  and  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  officers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  were  specifi- 
cally instructed  to  see  that  this  decision  was  put  into  effect  and  the  infringement 
upon  our  jurisdiction  as  complained  of  stopped,  no  definite  action  has  been  taken 
on  this  matter;  In  fact,  certain  officers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  have  conceded  on  numerous 
occasions  that,  the  Federation  being  a  voluntary  organization,  was  without  author- 
ity or  power  to  enforce  decisions,  but  now  at  this  late  date,  you  say  that  you  have 
a  right  to  expect  us  to  comply  witii  a  decision  that  is  absolutely  unsound ,  and  which 
provides  that  we  transfer  to  another  organization  bona  fide  machinists  and  thus 
release  jurisdiction  over  a  branch  of  our  trade. 

The  FlmtGlass  Workers  are  not,  in  our  judgment,  entitled  to  any  consideration, 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  they  have  joined  with  an  emplojrer  of  labor  in  applying 
for  and  securing  an  injunction  against  the  members  of  our  association  in  their 
laudable  efforts  to  secure  an  mcrease  m  wages.  This  was  the  first  time  m  the 
history  of  the  labor  movement  of  our  country  that  an  international  union — so 
caUed-Hoined  with  an  empk>yer  hi  securing  an  injunction  to  restrain  men  from 
exerdsmg  their  lawful  rif^ts  in  securing  improved  conditions  and  increased  wages. 
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If  the  A.  P.  of  I/,  at  this  tune  is  going  to  assume  police  powers  and  expect  their 
decisions  to  be  respected,  we  respectfully  suggest  that  immediate  steps  be  taken 
to  enforce  the  decisions  rendered  by  the  Philadelphia  Convention,  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Convention  and  subsequently  by  other  conventions  wherein  was  reaffirmed 
that  the  I.  A.  of  M.  had  jurisdiction  over  the  making,  erecting,  assembling  and 
installing  of  machinery  in  buildings  or  elsewhere. 

We  think  that  we  have  a  right  to  expect  that  the  decisions  above  referred  to 
should  be  enforced  before  we  can  be  expected  to  comply  with  the  unsound  award 
referred  to  in  the  case  of  the  Flint  Glass  Workers. 

Trusting  the  contents  of  this  letter  may  be  given  the  serious  consideration 
which  we  believe  is  merited,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

(Signed)  Wm.  H.  Johnston, 

Int'l,  Pres. 

Washington,  D.  C,  December  10,  1918, 
Mr.  Wm.  H.  Johnston,  President, 

International  Association  of  Machinists, 

A.  F.  of  L.  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dbar  Sir  and  Brothbr:  The  E.  C.  at  the  meetings  held  at  Laredo  and  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  last  month,  had  under  further  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
dispute  existing  between  the  American  Flint  Glass  Workers  and  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists,  relative  to  jurisdiction  over  the  making  of  molds  for 
molding  glassware,  and  in  connection  therewith  the  instructions  issued  by  the  St. 
Paul  Convention,  which  I  herewith  again  quote  for  reference: 

"i.  That  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  be  immediately 
directed  to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  as  approved  at  the  Buffalo 
Convention,  which  decision  was  arrived  at  under  a  plan  which  the  International 
Association  of  Machinists,  through  its  officers  and  delegates,  proposed  at  the 
Seattle  Convention,  and  which  conclusions  they  pledged  themselves  to  accept 
and  fully  observe. 

"2.  That  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  be  directed  to  take 
immediate  steps  to  discontimie  the  violations  of  the  decision  of  the  A.  P.  of  L. 
and  give  obedience  to  its  requirements. 

"3.  That  the  E.  C.  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  be  instructed  and  directed  to  do  all 
in  its  power  to  the  end  that  the  rights  of  the  Flint  Glass  Workers  will  be  fully 
recognized,  observed  and  safeguarded;  that  the  decision  of  the  A.  P.  of  I<.  will  be 
enforced  and  to  prove  helpful  in  removing  the  discord  and  friction  now  existing 
between  these  two  organizations  at  difference  with  one  another." 

You  are  aware  that  this  controversy  has  received  the  attention  of  several 
conventions  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  and  that  a  committee  was  appointed,  with  the 
understanding  and  agreement  by  both  organizations  that  they  would  abide  by 
the  decision  rendered.  The  decision  of  the  committee  was  in  favor  of  the  American 
PUnt  Workers  and  approved  by  the  Buffalo  Convention.  The  American  Flint 
Glass  Workers'  Association  protested  to  the  succeeding  convention  that  the 
Intematicmal  Association  of  Machinists  had  not  complied  with  the  decision  in 
the  controversy,  and  the  convention  directed  that  your  organization  should  do  so. 

The  E.  C.  having  under  consideration  the  entire  situation  as  well  as  instruc- 
tions of  the  convention,  directed  that  the  tmdersigned  should  communicate 
to  you  to  the  effect  that  if  the  Intematicmal  Association  of  Machinists  does  not 
comply  with  the  action  of  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  the  E.  C.  will  recommemd 
to  the  next  convention  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  that  the  charter  of  the  international 
association  be  suspended  tmtil  such  time  as  that  decision  is  complied  with. 

I  assure  you  that  we  would  very  much  deplore  the  necessity  of  such  recom- 
mendation, inasmuch  as  it  will  involve  one  of  our  great  trade  unions;  not  that 
the  size  or  importance  of  an  organization  should  have  weight  when  the  question 
of  the  proper  action  is  concerned,  but  that  it  should  be  necessary  to  so  penalize 
an  organization  of  the  standing  and  character  of  the  International  Association  of 
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Machinists  because  of  its  disregard  of  a  decision  rendered  by  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  which 
is  endeavoring  to  promote  workable  relations  between  afi&liated  organizations 
in  order  that  progress  for  our  movement  and  the  particular  trades  in  interest 
may  be  insured. 

Expressing  the  hope  that  your  organization  will  comply  with  the  judgment 
of  the  organized  labor  movement,  as  expressed  through  the  decision  of  the 
Buffalo  and  St.  Paul  Conventions,  and  that  we  may  be  gratified  by  the  com^ 
pliance  of  your  organization  with  the  decision,  and  to  be  advised  to  this  effect, 
I  remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 

(Signed)  Samuel  Gompbrs, 

President,  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  investigation  was  initiated  upon  the  direct  iiroposal 
of  President  Johnston  of  the  International  A^odation  of  Machinists;  that  the  committee 
appointed  to  make  the  investigation  was  ai>FToved  by  him;  that  he  pledged  himself  in 
advance,  as  did  President  Clark  of  the  American  Plint  Glass  Workers,  to  abide  by  the 
award  of  the  committee  appointed. 

The  St.  Paul  Convention  dealing  with  this  subject  as  above  stated  directed  the  E.  C. 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  the  end  that  the  rights  of  the  Plint  Glass  Workers  would  be  recog- 
nized, observed  and  safeguarded.  The  E.  C.  did  everything  within  its  power  as  directed 
by  the  convention  to  influence  the  Machinists  to  conform  to  the  action  of  the  conventions 
upon  this  subject.  Correspondence  was  entered  into  with  the  parties  in  interest;  con- 
ferences were  held  and  the  E.  C.  even  went  to  the  extent  of  notif3ring  the  Machinists  that 
in  the  event  of  their  failure  to  confonn  to  the  action  of  the  convention,  the  E.  C.  would 
recommend  to  the  Atlantic  City  Convention  the  suspension  of  their  charter. 

The  subject-matter  was  given  additional  attention  at  our  May  meeting,  and  we  urged 
upon  President  Johnston  of  the  Machinists  who  attended  the  meeting,  the  necessity  of  the 
Machinists  conforming  to  the  action  of  the  previous  conventions.  President  Johnston 
stated  to  our  council  that  it  was  not  within  his  power  to  change  the  position  that  his  organi- 
zation had  taken  upon  this  subject,  but  stated  that  the  organization  was  now  voting  upon 
the  question  of  holding  a  special  convention  in  July;  that  if  that  failed  he  would  ceul  a 
meeting  of  his  Executive  Board  in  Atlantic  City  at  the  time  the  convention  of  the  A.  P.  of 
L.  would  be  in  session,  and  that  they  would  then  further  consider  this  proposition. 

In  view  of  the  situation  and  with  hopes  that  the  Machinists'  Union  through  its  execu- 
tive officers  and  board  will  meet  this  situation  and  conform  to  the  wishes  of  this  Pedera^ 
tion  of  establishing  a  satisfactory  understanding  with  the  Plint  Glass  Workers,  we  dedded 
to  leave  this  matter  until  the  convention  would  convene  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them 
an  opportunity,  and  therefore  to  submit  this  matter  to  this  convention  for  such  action  as 
it  may  deem  advisable  to  take. 

CARPENTERS— SHEET  METAL  WORKERS 

The  last  convention  recommended  that  the  contending  parties  have  an  early  conference 
and  attempt  to  adjust  their  difficulties. 

It  has  been  reported  to  us  by  President  Donlin  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
that  the  subject  matter  is  still  in  tiie  hands  of  the  presidents  of  the  two  contending  organi- 
zations for  further  consideration  and  effort  at  adjustment. 

ELECTRICAL  WORKERS— ENGINEERS 

The  St.  Paul  Convention  directed  that  a  conference  should  be  held  between  the  officers 
of  the  two  organizations  within  sixty  days  from  the  date  of  the  convention.  It  was  further 
provided  that  in  the  event  of  failure  to  be  represented  at  the  conference  or  failure  to  reach 
an  agreement,  the  Executive  Council  should  designate  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  the  con- 
tendmg  organizations  in  accordance  with  previous  decisions  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 
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The  resolution  introduced  by  the  delegates  from  the  Electrical  Workers  to  the  St. 
Paul  Convention  reads: 

"Resolved,  That  the  operation  and  maintenance  of  electric  generating 
station,  sub-stations  and  electric  cranes  came  properly  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers." 

The  conference  was  held  but  no  agreement  was  reached.  It  therefore  devolved 
upon  the  E.  C.  to  render  a  decision.  The  representatives  of  both  organizations  agreed 
to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  E.  C.    Thereupon  the  E.  C  decided: 

"That  the  'resolved'  in  question  be  changed  to  read  that  the  electric  instal- 
lation, electric  repairs  and  overhauling  of  the  general  electrical  apparatus  in 
generating  stations  and  sub-stations  as  well  as  electric  cranes  properly  belong  to 
the  electrical  workers. 

"In  a  general  way  the  aboveaction deals  with  the  subject  in  dispute,  but  as 
the  convention  directed  the  E.  C.  to  'render  a  decision  setting  fortii  the  juris- 
dictional rights  of  the  organizations  in  contention'  it  was  further  decided: 

"That  the  operating  of  electrical  driven  machinery  in  electrical  generating 
stations  and  sub-stations  as  well  as  the  operating  of  electrical  cranes  properly 
belongs  to  and  comes  under  the  charter  of  the  Intemation  Union  of  Steam  and 
Operating  Engineers." 

The  officers  of  the  electrical  workers  then  served  notice  of  an  appeal  to  this  convention 
from  the  decision  rendered.  The  entire  matter  is  now  before  you  for  such  action  as  yoti 
may  determine, 

LONGSHOREMEN— STEAM  ENGINEERS— MABINE  ENGINEERS 

The  St.  Paul  Convention  directed  that  the  representatives  of  the  several  orgianizations 
should  meet  in  conference  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  their  differences,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  failure  to  hold  a  conference  or  failure  to  reach  an  agreement,  the  Executive  Council 
should  define  the  jurisdictional  rights  of  the  contending  parties. 

Conference  was  held.  No  luiderstanding  or  agreement  was  reached.  The  conferees 
so  reported  to  us.  We  thereupon  decided  that  the  application  of  the  International  Union 
of  Steam  and  Operating  Engineers  for  jurisdiction  over  the  men  in  question  on  sand  boats 
be  denied. 

METAL  TRADEI^— MINE,  MILL  AND  SMELTER  WORKERS 

Report  was  made  to  the  St.  Paid  Convention  (Resolution  No.  27)  of  continued  friction 
between  the  metal  trades  organizations  and  the  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers'  Union, 
particularly  in  the  state  of  Montana.    The  convention  directed: 

"Your  committee  therefore  recommends  that  this  resolution  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Council  with  instructions  to  call  a  conference  of  the  executive 
officers  of  all  organizations  involved  and  affected  within  ninety  days  from  the 
adjournment  of  this  convention. 

"1.  For  the  purpose  of  laying  plans  to  properly  organize  the  men  employed 
in  the  metal  mining  industry  in  Butte,  Montana. 

"2.  To  reach  an  understanding  so  that  friction,  contention,  controversies 
and  strikes  may  be  avoided  in  the  future. 

"3.  That  the  members  of  the  other  organizations  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  going  to  work  in  and  around  the  mines  be  protected  from 
infringement  on  their  rights." 

A  conference  was  held.  It  was  agreed  that  for  a  period  of  sixty  days  no  action  would 
be  taken  which  would  result  in  lessening  the  production  of  copper,  and  that  in  the  mean- 
time an  effort  would  be  made  to  secure  a  permanent  adjustment.  Not  being  successful 
in  that  particular  we  thereupon  at  our  meeting  in  Laredo,  Texas,  last  November  decided 
as  follows: 
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"That  the  action  taken  relative  to  jurisdiction  when  the  charter  was  issued 
to  the  organization  now  known  under  the  title  of  'International  Union  of  Mine, 
Mill  and  Smelter  Workers'  be  adhered  to.  However,  we  recommend  that  the 
International  Union  of  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers  organization  should 
cooperate  with  the  local  unions  of  the  international  unions  involved  at  Butte, 
Montana,  and  vicinity,  for  the  thorough  organization  of  workers  employed  at 
Butte,  Montana,  and  vicinity." 

JEWELRY  WORKERS— METAL  POLISHERS— MACHINISTS 

In  this  jurisdictional  controversy  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  decide4  that: 

"1.  Metal  polishing  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Metal  Pc^ishers' 
International  Union. 

"2.  That  where  jointly  employed  the  Metal  Polishers  and  the  Jewelry 
Workers  shall  combine  their  action  for  the  purpose  of  securing  improved  con* 
ditions. 

"3.  That  the  International  Association  of  Machinists  has  jurisdiction  over 
tool  and  die-making. 

"4.  That  where  jointly  employed  the  Machinists  and  the  Jewelry  Woricers 
shall  coordinate  their  effort  for  the  purpose  of  securing  improved  conditions  of 
employment." 

The  three  organizations  were  duly  notified  of  the  decision  of  the  St.  Paul  Convention. 
The  convention  further  directed  that  should  the  members  of  the  Jewelry  Workers*  Union 
fail  to  comply  with  the  decision,  the  Executive  Council  would  be  required  to  inform  the 
labor  movement  thereof,  and  whatever  inconvenience  might  result  would  be  due  to  their 
disr^ard  of  the  decision  and  not  to  any  desire  on  the  part  of  the  A.  P.  of  L. 

The  officers  of  the  metal  polishers  have  expressed  themselves  as  being  thoroughly 
satisfied  with  the  action  of  both  the  convention  and  the  E.  C. 

The  representatives  of  the  jewelry  workers  appeared  before  the  E.  C.  at  their  meeting 
May  13,  1919,  and  asked  that  the  case  be  reopened.  As  they  submitted  no  new  testi- 
mony  the  E.  C.  decided  that  we  would  not  be  justified  in  reopenbg  the  case. 

LITHOGRAPHERS— PHOTO-ENGRAYERS— PRESSMEN 

In  our  report  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention  we  submitted  a  plan  for  the  amalgamation 
of  the  lithographers  with  the  photo-engravers  and  printing  pressmen's  organizations. 

The  convention  approved  that  plan  and  directed  that  the  organization  or  organizations 
failing  to  comply  therewith  by  September  1,  1918,  should  stand  suspended. 

The  photo-engravers  and  printing  pressmen  accepted  the  decision  and  plan,  but  the 
lithogxaphers  refused  to  comply.  When  the  time  arrived  for  the  enforcement  of  the  posi- 
tion the  photo-engravers  and  printing  pressmen's  organizations  requested  that  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  decision  be  held  in  abeyance  pending  another  effort  on  the  part  of  the  photo- 
engravers  and  printing  pressmen's  organizations  to  conclude  amalgamation  of  the  lithog- 
raphers and  that  failing  therein  the  decision  would  then^become^effective.  _  No  additional 
report  has  been  received  to  date. 

JURISDICTION  OYER  GONSTRUCTION  CONCRETE  SHIPS 

"TThe  last  convention  directed  the  Executive  Council  to  decide  the  jurisdictional  rights 
of  the  several  organizations  whose  members  are  employed  in  the  construction  of  concrete 
ihips;  that  is^  providing  an  understanding  or  agreement  should  not  be  reached  through 
conference. 

Owing  to  the  failure  of  the  organizations  concerned  to  reach  an  agreement  on  thb  con- 
trovtny  and  as  the  daims  inv<dved  conflict  with  one  another  the  E.  C.  recommend  that 
this  matter  be  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  the  Atlantic  City  Convention. 
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JURISDICTION  OVER  SHIPTARD  LABORERS 

By  Resolution  No.  2,  the  attention  of  the  St.  Paul  Convention  was  directed  to  the  con- 
troversy existing  between  the  several  national  and  international  tmions  as  to  jurisdiction 
over  shipyard  laborers.  Several  conferences  were  held  between  the  representatives  involved. 
Finally  an  agreement  was  reached  between  five  of  the  contending  organizations  as  follows: 

At  the  conference  held  on  Resolution  No.  2,  at  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  Headquarters  today,  May  8,  1919,  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  St.  Paul  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  it  is  agreed  by  the  undersigned  repre- 
sentatives of  the  respective  organizations  that,  as  between  themselves,  they  agree 
that  all  rigging  in  shipyards,  equipment  and  installation  plants  and  yards  in  the 
construction  and  repairing  of  ships  shall  belong  to  the  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron 
Workers'  International  Association,  except  such  rigging  necessary  for  the  sheet 
metal  workers  and  the  boilermakers  and  iron  ship  builders  to  do  in  connection 
with  the  erection  and  handling  of  their  work;  that  the  helpers  and  apprentices 
come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  various  trades;  that  the  wood  fasteners  come 
tmder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America;  and  that  all  laborers  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  International 
Hodcarriers,  Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Union  of  America. 

(Signed)  T.  M.  Gubrin, 

United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America, 

D.  D'Albssandro, 
International  Hodcarriers^  Building  and  Common  Laborers*  Union  of  America, 

John  J.  Hynbs, 
Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers^  Inn,  AlHance, 
Chas.  J.  McGowAN, 
Brotherhood  of  Boiler  Makers t  Iron  Ship  Builders  and  Helpers  of  4^merica, 

P.  J.  MORRIN, 

International  Association  of  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers, 

The  foregoing  agreement  reached  between  the  representatives  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America,  International  Hodcarriers,  Building  and  Common 
Laborers'  Union  of  America,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International  Alliance, 
Brotherhood  of  Boilermakers,  Iron  ^hip  Builders  and  Helpers  of  America,  and  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Bridge  and  Structural  Iron  Workers  was  approved  by  the  E.  C.  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  a  copy  ordered  sent  to  the  signatories. 

Later,  we  decided  as  follows: 

Having  in  view  the  agreement  reached  by  T.  M.  Guerin,  for  the  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America;  D.  D'Alessandro,  for  the 
International  Hodcarriers,  Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Union  of  America; 
John  J.  Hynes,  for  the  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International 
Alliance;  Chas.  J.  MacGowan,  for  the  Brotherhood  of  Boiler  Makers,  Iron  Ship 
Builders  and  Helpers  of  America,  and  P.  J.  Morrin,  for  the  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Bridge  and  Structtural  Iron  Workers*  on  May  8,  1919,  to  which  the 
Executive  Council  gave  its  endorsement  as  between  the  parties  participating 
in  the  conference  to  reach  an  agreement,  the  E.  C.  recognizes  the  same  as  between 
the  parties  thereto  and  that  therefore  it  is  not  bindbg  upon  any  organization 
not  a  party  thereto,  nor  shall  it  be  construed  as  taking  away  from  any  organiza- 
tion jurisdiction  over  any  work  properly  belonging  thereto,  and  specifically 
calls  attention  to  the  loading  and  tmloading  of  teams  or  automobiles,  which  is 
sometimes  miscalled  rigging,  jurisdiction  over  whidi  belongs  to  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Teamsters,  Chauffeurs,  Stablemen  and  Helpers  of  America. 

The  representative  of  the  longshoremen  dissents  from  the  above  agreement 
stating  that  their  organization  was  in  favor  of  an  international  diarter  bdng  issued 
to  the  fasteners,  riggers  and  laborers;    or  in  favor  of  the  fasteners,  riggers  and 
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laborers  being  turned  over  in  a  body  intact  to  any  national  or  international  organ- 
ization that  might  be  agreed  upon. 

T.  V.  O'Connor, 
International  Longshoremen* s  Association. 

ENGINEERS— STEAM  SHOVEL  AND  DREDGEMEN 

Your  Executive  Council  was  directed  in  the  event  of  the  two  organizations  failing  to 
reach  an  agreement,  to  determine  the  terms  of  amalgamation.  Despite  our  most  earnest, 
serious  efforts,  it  was  impossible  to  bring  about  an  agreement  between  the  two  organiza- 
tions. 

Finding  ourselves  in  this  position,  and  acting  tmder  the  instructions  of  the  St.  Paul 
Convention,  we  decided  the  terms  of  amalgamation  as  follows: 

1 .  The  amalgamated  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  International  Union 
of  Steam  and  Operating  Engineers. 

2.  Amalgamation  shall  take  place  not  later  than  March  1,  1919. 

3.  The  fiitemational  Union  of  Steam  and  Operating  Engineers  shall  grant 
diarters  free  of  cost  to  all  subordinate  unions  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of 
Steam  Shovel  and  Dredgemen. 

4.  All  members  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Steam  Shovel  and 
Dredgemen  shall  be  admitted  to  unions  of  the  steam  and  operating  engineers 
without  prejudice. 

5.  The  members  of  the  steam  shovel  and  dredgemen  in  good  standing  shall 
as  soon  as  amalgamation  takes  place  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights,  benefits  and 
privileges  prescribed  in  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  Steam  and  Operating  Engi- 
neers' International  Union  and  shall  be  protected  and  encouraged  in  the  estab- 
lishment and  continuance  of  their  working  conditions. 

6.  The  International  Union  of  Steam  and  Operating  Engineers  shall  appoint 
at  least  one  member  of  the  steam  shovel  and  dredgemen  as  an  organizer  to  look 
after  the  interests  and  welfare  of  the  men  engaged  in  that  branch  of  the  trade. 

7.  Either  organization  failing,  objecting  or  refusing  to  amalgamate  under 
these  conditions,  shall  stand  suspended  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  engineers  notified  us  of  their  acceptance  of  the  decision.  The  steam  shovel  and 
dredgemen  questioned  the  right  of  the  E.  C.  to  impose  the  penalty  of  suspension  for  non- 
compliance with  tiie  decision.  Therefore,  the  latter  organization  having  failed  to  comply 
by  the  time  specified,  their  charter  stood  suspended. 

EXTENSION  OF  JURISDICTION— BREWERY  WORKERS 

The  International  Union  of  United  Brewery  and  Soft  Drink  Workers  of  America  foimd 
itself  deeply  affected  by  the  order  prohibiting  the  brewing  of  beer  and  near-beer  through 
its  members  continuing  their  employment  in  the  brewery  establishments  a  number  of  which 
were  converted  into  flour  and  cereal  mills  and  cold  storage  plants,  etc. 

They  made  formal  application  for  extension  of  jurisdiction  to  cover  flour  and  cereal 
mill  workers.  The  application  was  granted.  The  title  of  that  organization  was  changed 
to  "International  Union  of  United  Brewery,  Flour,  Cereal  and  Soft  Drink  Workers  of 
America."  The  officers  of  the  organization  agreed  in  advance  that  all  legitimate  claims  of 
jurisdiction  on  the  part  of  existing  national  and  international  tmions  would  be  satisfac- 
torily adjusted. 

TEAR  BOOK 

The  Year  Book  authorized  by  the  Baltimore  and  Buffalo  Conventions  developed  into 
a  more  elaborate  work.  A  year  book  only  implies  the  activities  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  for  the  year  just  passed.  As  this  would  be  the  first  year  book  it  was  believed  it 
should  contain  a  brief  resume  of  every  important  action  of  the  thirty-eight  conventions. 

We  believe  the  work  will  be  of  the  deepest  interest  and  of  great  benefit  to  all  members 
of  trade  unions  and  to  all  whose  interest  in  the  progress  of  labor  leads  them  to  a  search  for 
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the  facts  of  its  history.  There  is  scarcely  a  question  relating  to  Labor  concerning  which 
some  reference  can  not  be  found  within  the  520  pages  of  this  book.  We  believe  the  volume 
will  be  of  especial  value  to  those  just  entenng  the  labor  movement.  Reports  of  an  educa- 
tional nature  on  many  questions  are  recorded.  These  will  prove  of  the  greatest  interest  to 
the  rank  and  file  or  to  those  who  are  anxious  to  know  what  is  best  to  be  done  under  certain 
circumstances.  Many  brilliant  reports  have  been  made  on  such  questions  as  injunctions, 
compulsory  arbitration,  education,  tuberculosis,  politics  and  the  war. 

It  is  our  belief  that  every  local  union  of  labor  should  have  a  copy  of  the  book.  They 
will  find  it  so  necessary  in  the  consideration  of  many  questions.  The  price  has  been  placed 
at  a  figure  intended  to  merely  cover  the  first  cost  We  consider  no  better  advertisement  oi 
the  principles  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  could  be  conceived  and  that  its  influence  for  the  good  of  our 
movement  will  be  readily  appreciated. 

To  the  end  that  the  book  can  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  every  local  union  we  suggest 
that  a  committee  of  delegates  from  national  and  international  unions  consider  what  plan 
would  be  best  to  convince  them  of  the  necessity  of  securing  a  copy.  Such  a  work  would  be 
of  vast  benefit  to  the  general  officers,  as  the  information  it  contains  could  be  used  imme- 
diately by  a  local  union  on  any  important  issue  arising  that  needed  a  prompt  decision. 
Without  the  publication  it  would  be  necessary  to  write  an  international  official,  thus  con- 
suming unnecessary  time.  Besides  it  could  be  loaned  to  the  members,  who  would  find  its 
contents  of  abeotbing  interest.  For  in  its  pages  appear  the  outpourings  from  the  very 
souls  of  the  men  who  have  builded  the  most  marvelous  labor  movement  ever  known.  Their 
teachings  will  add  knowledge  to  the  rank  and  file  and  revolutionize  the  methods  heretofore 
used  in  educating  new  members.  It  is  the  first  work  of  the  kind  published  by  any  labor 
movement,  and  it  should  be  in  every  union  man's  home.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  urge 
action  that  will  bring  about  such  an  admirable  result. 

RETIREMENT  OF  YICE-PRESIDENTS  O'CONNELL  AND  PERHAM,  AND 

TREASURER  LENNON 

Under  the  instructions  of  the  last  annual  convention  the  Executive  Council  caused  to 
be  suitably  engrossed,  framed  and  presented  to  the  three  retiring  members  of  the  E.  C. 
the  following  resolutions  (These  resolutions  have  been  duly  engrossed,  framed  and 
presented): 

James  C  Connell 

Whereas,  James  O'Connell  has  given  many  years  of  faithful,  constructive 
service  in  buildiiU:  up  the  organization  of  workers  in  the  trade  of  which  he  is  a 
member;  and 

Whereas,  Because  of  his  loyalty  and  conspicuous  ability  he  was  chosen  for 
3rears  to  act  in  a  larger  representative  capacity  for  the  workers  of  all  trades  and 
performed  the  duties  of  Vice-President  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
diligently,  faithfully  and  in  harmonious  cooperation  with  other  representatives 
and  colleagues;  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  O'Connell  rendered  additional  invaluable  service  as  a  rei»«- 
sentative  of  labor  on  the  Federal  Commission  on  Industrial  Relations,  in  whidh 
capacity  his  knowledge  of  the  labor  movement  and  his  experience  in  repr^ienting 
workers  in  collective  bargaining  with  emplo3rers  enabled  him  to  assist  in  directing 
the  investigations  of  the  commission  and  the  formulation  of  its  report  so  as  to  di^ 
dose  fundajnental  principles  of  equity  which  should  underlie  relations  between 
emplo3rers  and  employes,  and  thus  to  give  impetus  to  the  work  of  the  organized 
labor  movement  in  its  efforts  to  make  human  justice  and  welfare  the  determining 
ideals  in  relations  between  men;  and 

Whereas,  The  St.  Paul  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  unanimoudy  instructed 
the  E.  C.  to  prepare  resolutions  expressing  Labor's  appreciation  of  the  services 
of  Mr.  O'Connell  upon  his  retirement  from  official  relation^p;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  E.  C,  on  behalf  of  the  workers  of  America  express  to  James 
O'Connell  the  grateful  appreciation  for  his  twenty-three  years  of  faithful  service 
as  Vice-Presid^t  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  to  assure  him  that  the  spirit  of  cordial 
fraternity  that  has  characterized  that  relation  will  continue  and  grow  as  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMBBIOAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR  169 

foundatioas  which  he  helped  to  lay  become  more  fimily  imbedded  as  the  basis  for 
the  structure  of  our  free  Republic,  free  in  spirit  and  in  fact 

Henry  B,  Perkam 

Whereas^  Henry  B.  Perfaam  has  given  many  years  of  faithful,  c6nstructiye 
service  in  building  up  the  organization  of  workers  in  the  trade  of  which  he  is  a 
member;  and 

Whereas,  Because  of  his  loyalty  and  conspicuous  ability  he  was  chosen  for 
years  to  act  in  a  larger  representative  capacity  for  the  workers  of  all  trades  and 
performed  the  duties  of  \1ce-President  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  diligently,  faithfully  and 
in  harmonious  cooperation  with  other  representatives  and  colleagues;  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  Perham  brought  to  his  larger  representative  capacity  high 
ideals  of  the  purposes  of  the  labor  movement  and  valuable  information  and  experi- 
ence that  had  enabled  him  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  own  trade  organization, 
and  has  been  unfailing  in  performing  his  duties  as  an  offidal  of  the  A.  P.  bf  L;  and 

Whereas,  The  St.  Paul  Convention  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  unanimously  instructed 
the  B.  C.  to  prepare  resolutions  expressing  Labor's  appreciation  of  the  services 
of  Mr.  Perham  upon  his  retirement  from  official  relationship;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  E.  C,  on  behalf  of  the  workers  cJ  America,  express  te 
Henry  B.  Perham  the  grateful  appreciation  for  his  eight  years  of  faitiblul  service 
as  Vice-President  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  and  to  assure  him  that  the  spirit  of  cordial 
fraternity  that  has  characterized  that  relation  will  continue  and  grow  as  the  fouo- 
dations  which  he  heli>ed  to  lay  become  more  firmly  imbedded  as  the  basis  for  the 
structure  of  our  free  Republic,  free  in  spirit  and  in  fact 

John  B»  Lennon 

Whereas,  John  B.  Lennon  has  given  many  years  of  faithful,  constructive 
service  in  building  up  the  organization  of  workers  in  the  trade  of  which  he  is  a 
member;  and 

Whereas,  Because  of  his  loyalty  and  conspicuous  ability  he  was  chosen  for 
years  to  act  in  a  larger  representative  capacity  for  the  workers  of  all  trades  and 
performed  the  duties  of  Treasurer  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  diligently,  faithfully  and  in 
harmonious  cooperation  with  other  representatives  and  colleagues;  and 

Whereas,  Mr.  Lennon  rendered  additional  invaluable  service  as  a  representa- 
tive of  labor  on  the  Federal  Commission  on  Industrial  Relations,  in  which  capacity 
his  knowledge  of  the  labor  movement  and  his  experience  in  repr^enting  workers 
in  collective  bargaining  with  employers  enabled  him  to  assist  in  directing  the 
investigations  of  the  commission  and  the  formulation  of  its  report  so  as  to  disclose 
fundamental  principles  of  equity  which  should  underlie  relations  between  em- 
ployers and  employes,  and  thus  to  give  impetus  to  the  work  of  the  organized  labor 
movement  in  its  efiPorts  to  make  htmian  justice  and  welfare  the  determining  ideals 
in  relations  jbetween  men;   and 

Whereas,  The  St  Paul  Convention  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  unanimously  instructed 
the  E.  C.  to  prepare  resolutions  expressing  Labor's  appreciation  of  the  services 
of  Mr.  Lennon  upon  his  retirement  from  official  relationship;  therefore  be  it  ^ 

Resolved,  That  the  E.  C,  on  behalf  of  the  workers  of  America,  express'^to 
John  B.  Lennon  the  grateful  appreciation  for  his  twenty-eight  years  of  faithful 
service  as  Treasurer  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  and  to  assure  him  that  the  spirit  of  cordial 
fraternity  that  has  characterized  that  relation  will  continue  and  grow  as  the  foun- 
dations which  he  helped  to  lay  become  more  firmly  imbedded  as  the  basis  for  the 
structure  of  our  free  Republic,  free  in  spirit  and  in  factj 

VOLUNTARY  FINANCUL  ASSISTANCE 

Prom  time  to  time  it  has  come  to  our  knowledge,  and  we  have  no  doubt  to  the  knowlr 
edge  of  other  officers  in  the  labor  movement,  that  appeals  for  financial  assistance  have  been 
sent  out  from  various  sources  to  the  organizations  affiliated  with  the  American  Pederation  of 
Labor.    That  the  labor  unions  are  recognized  for  their  generosity  of  response  to  sudi 
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appeab  is  praiseworthy  and  desirable,  but  there  is  another  point  to  be  considered  and  that 
is  that  often  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  funds  thus  collected  and  moneys  thus  contrib- 
uted by  the  men  and  women  of  labor  are  used  for  purposes  other  than  those  set  forth  in  the 
appeals;  used  for  the  advancement  of  ideas  which  are  in  opposition  to  the  underliring  prin- 
ciples of  the  organized  labor  movement.  While  we  have  no  desire  or  intention  to  suggest 
that  appeals  for  worthy  causes  should  not  be  as  generously  responded  to  as  circumstances 
may  permit,  yet  we  do  feel  it  our  duty  to  recommend  that  care  be  exercised  to  see  to  it  that 
the  funds  thus  contributed  are  properly  used  for  the  purpose  for  which  the  appeal  is  made. 

CANADUN  TRADES  AND  LABOR  CONGRESS 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  has  for  years,  in  accordance  with  instruction  of 
convention,  contributed  from  its  general  fund  the  sum  of  $500  to  the  Canadian  Trades  and 
Labor  Congress,  so  that  the  Canadian  labor  movement  could  carry  on  its  legislative  work  in 
the  interests  of  its  workpeople.  Conferences  were  held  between  the  officers  of  the  Canadian 
Trsidta  and  Labor  Congress  and  the  officers  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  understanding  was 
reached  that  a  better  method  might  be  employed  to  accomplish  the  same  purpose.  In 
substance  it  is  the  following,  which  the  Executive  Council  recommends  for  the  adoption 
of  this  convention: 

(1)  That  the  A.  F.  of  L.  pay  to  the  Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  for  legis- 
lative purposes  a  per  capita  tax  upon  the  membership  of  our  directly  affiliate  local  unions. 

(2)  That  the  annual  appropriation  of  $500  from  the  funds,  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  the 
Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  be  discontinued. 

THE  MOONET  CASE 

The  St.  Paul  Convention  directed  that  the  resolutions  adopted  by  that  convention 
urging'the  President  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  the  power  vested  in  him  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  Thomas  J.  Mooney  be  forwarded  to  the  President  and  also  to  the  Governor 
of  California.  We  desire  to  report  that  the  instructions  of  the  convention  have  been  car- 
ried out.  President  Gompers  transmitted  the  resolutions  to  the  President  and  to  the 
Governor  shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  at  the  same  time  urging 
clemency  and  the  opportunity  for  a  new  trial.  All  of  the  correspondence  in  this  case  will 
be  at  the  disposal  of  tiie  committee  of  this  convention  to  which  this  subject  will  be  referred. 

ATLANTIC  CITY  CENTRAL  BODIES*  CHARTERS  REVOKED 

December  2  Secretary  Morrison  notified  Harry  H.  Freed,  Secretary  of  the  Central 
Labor  Union  of  Atlantic  City,  that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  prohibited  central 
bodies  from  issuing  so-called  convention  programs  or  souvenir  publications,  the  proceeds 
<tf  which  were  presumed  to  be  used  for  entertaining  the  delegates  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  con- 
vention. A  reply  was  received  advising  that  they  would  comply.  Later,  information 
was  received  that  the  Central  Body  and  Building  Trades'  Council  had  entered  into  a 
contract  with  Messrs.  J.  W.  Ginnaty  and  Burton  A.  Walters  authorizing  them  to  solicit 
donations,  alleging  that  the  donations  would  be  used  to  entertain  the  delegates  to  the 
Atlantic  City  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 

Messrs.  Ginnaty  and  Walters  were  notified  and  advised  by  Secretary  Morrison  in  a 
letter  dated  February  7  that  no  authority  had  been  vested  in  anybody  or  any  organization 
to  use  such  a  privilege.  He  further  stated:  "We  will  immediately  prosecute  any  person 
or  organization  which  uses  the  name  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  or  its  officers  for  the  purpose  of 
soliciting  funds  of  any  character  either  for  the  entertainment  of  delegates  or  its  officers." 
Notwithstanding  this  notice,  circular  letters  were  issued  broadcast  throughout  tJie  country 
to  the  business  men,  using  the  name  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  in  large  ^rpe  and  an  imitation  of  the 
seal  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  A  reduced  photographic  copy  of  the  circular  appears  on  the  next 
page. 

Upon  receiving  a  copy  of  that  circular  a  communication  was  directed  to  Harry  H. 
Freed  under  date  of  February  20,  1919,  instructing  that  immediate  action  be  taken  and  if 
necessary  to  call  a  special  meetmg  of  the  Central  Body  so  that  this  attempt  to  secure 
money  under  false  pretenses  could  be  stopped  and  the  money  returned  to  the  senders, 
and  the  good  name  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  protected  and  the  guilty  parties  proceeded  against. 
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WAMiirru  TRuvr  bio«> 
ATUkano  crrv.  m.  *. 


ATiANTic  CiTv.  N.     Mareh  7*  10I9* 


Mr.  CharlM  0*  Stoi***  Fre«id«nt  •0«BtraI  Tmat  Oo«* 
Ohloafo*  HI, 


1^  dear  8iri 

Ourlag    tbm  four  veakt  of  JaiM*  tbo  thirtjrtkiiith  asniAl 
OoavontioB  of  tbo  immriouk  Fedoration  of  U^or  vill  bo  bold  in 
AtlanUe  Oity*  li.J,     It  vill  murk  tbo    aost  MMntooo  porlod  la 
tho  hiotoiy  of  tbo  rolatlonobip  botvooo  capital  and  labor*  wbiob 
bavo  boon  dram  infinitolj  olooor  tofotbar  throuch  tbo  foroafUl 
aetion  of  Sawiol  Ocnporo  and  tbo  ojcoontivo  counoil  of  tbo  inorioan 
FodoratioB  of  tabor  in  otoBpin^  out  Bolaborik  and  otbor  rodieal 
■oiriBonto  in  inorioa  and  tbo  loading  OountrdL^o  of  Buitipo*  d«Km* 
•trating  oloarly  tbat  tbo  orgaiiiiod  labor  aovonont  in  ^orioa  viU 
not  oountananeo  tbo  dioruprion  of  buainooo  and  finanoial  ontor* 
priaoo  oroatod  throu^  individnal  initiatiTo. 

lU^  wo  aok  70tt  to  oontributo  #100  to  tbo  ojqtonaoo  of 
tbia  Ooovontiont    Ho  publieitgr  will  bo  givon  to  tbooo  wbo  oobeeribo 
axoopt  tbrougb  tbo  labor  proaa »  by  noana  of  wbiob  tbo  dologatoo 
and  tboir  friondo  magr  ba  appraio^  of  tbooa  wbo  are  friondlj  to 
tboir  intorooto. 

Tbo  l«vo  of  tbo    jRorioan  Fodoration  of  Labor  prorido 
ftanda  for  oortain  fixod  oocponaaa  in  oonnoetion  witb  tbo  Conrontion. 
Jk>  provioioB  io  aada  for  tbo  ontortaimont  of  dologataa,  of  wbiob 
tboro  will  bo  a  tbouaand  or  aoro  prooant  in  Atlantic  Oitgr*     Tbo 
traaondoua  oxpoy&oo  wbiob  will  bo  ineurrod  thia  yoar  ia  nanj  tAnoa 
groator  tban  tbo  Gtamittoa  ia  abla  to  provido  out  of  ita  ordinary 
i^tindo*  and  it  ia  ecKpollod  ta  aalr  itr  friondo  to  aaaiat  finaneially 
in  Baking  a  'Oonvontion  of  tbo  «agnitudo  and  ebaraotar  of  tbia  eno 
a  anoooaa, 

?aiy  raapootiVillj  youro* 


^.i.(i.^m^^... 


FmAMOB  ooKMinn 

MARC  CHECKS  PAYABLE    TO   CENTRAL    LABOR   UNION    ATLANTIC   COUNTY 
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The  Central  Body  held  a  special  meeting  and  revoked  its  contract  with  Messrs. 
Ginnaty  and  Walters  and  requested  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  appoint  a  receiver  to  arrange  for 
return  of  the  funds  collected.  In  compliance  with  the  action  of  the  Central  Body,  Mayor 
Bacharach  of  Atlantic  City  was  appointed  to  act  as  the  representative  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
to  arrange  for  the  return  of  the  money  and  to  receive  all  mail  containing  checks  so  that 
they  could  be  returned  to  the  subscribers. 

Within  a  short  time  another  meeting  of  the  Central  Body  was  held  and  the  former 
action  was  rescinded  and  the  contract  again  placed  in  full  force  and  effect. 

The  Executive  Council  immediately  revoked  the  charter  of  the  Central  Body  and 
requested  Secretary-Treasurer  Spencer,  of  the  Building  Trades  Department,  to  revoke 
the  charter  of  the  Building  Trades  Council,  which  was  equally  guilty.  He  complied  with 
request. 

The  Post  Office  Department  at  Washington  was  asked  to  assist  in  preventing  this 
fraud  ui)on  the  public  and  to  deliver  all  mail  intended  for  Messrs.  Ginnaty  and  Walters 
and  others  to  Mayor  Bacharach.  The  Post  Office  held  up  the  mail  and  refused  to  deliver 
it  to  the  parties  issuing  circulars. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Nash,  Assistant  Solicitor  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  furnished  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  with  the  following  memorandum  as  to  the  status  of  the  case  at  the  present  time: 

"After  the  facts  had  been  presented  to  the  Post  Office  Department  a  rule 
to  show  cause  why  a  fraud  order  should  not  be  issued  was  sent  out  by  the 
solicitor's  office  to  tiiese  parties. 

"Subsequently  they  appeared  before  the  solicitor  and  after  a  full  hearing 
he  held  that  the  letters  at  that  time  held  in  the  post  office  at  Atlantic  City  as 
'in  dispute'  had  been  sent  there^under  misapprdiension,  induced  by  false  and 
fraudulent  misrepresentations. 

"After  this  decision  the  counsel  for  these  parties  proposed  that  the  mail 
held  at  Atlantic  City  be  delivered  to  some  individual  and  returned  to  the  senders 
by  him.  This  was  accepted  by  the  department  and  it  is  now  endeavoring  to 
select  a  recipient  for  this  mail  who  will  be  acceptable  to  all  parties  interested 
and  will  return  the  remittances  with  a  satisfactory  commundation." 

Mr.  Nash  consulted  with  Secretary  Morrison  with  reference  to  the  form  of  the  ktter 
and  the  individual  who  should  receive  the  mail.  Mr.  Morrison  requested  that  Mayor 
Bacharach,  the  present  representative,  be  continued  for  the  purpose  of  returning  the  funds. 

After  notification  by  the  E.  C.  that  their  charter  would  be  revoked  if  they  would  not 
annul  the  contract  and  return  the  money  to  the  senders  the  officers  of  the  Central  Body 
entered  into  a  contract  with  Messrs.  Ginnaty  and  Walters  to  issue  circulars  for  contri- 
butions upon  the  pajrment  to  them  of  $4,000.  This  course  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  Central  Body  was  so  flagrant  in  character  that  we  deem  it  necessary  to  report  to  this 
convention  the  fact  leading  to  the  revocation  of  the  charters  of  these  two  bodies. 

OFnCIAL  TRADE  UNION  JOURNALS  AND  AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF 
LABOR  PUBUCATIONS 

Gaining  in  strength  from  month  to  month  the  official  trade  union  publications  of  the 
United  States  are  a  constantly  growing  power  and  influence  for  human  advancement.  The  ser- 
vice of  the  official  trade  union  journals  to  the  nation  during  the  war  was  inestimable.  There  was 
no  more  consistent  and  right-minded  agency  of  support  for  our  government  and  our  cause  in 
the  war  than  the  labor  press.  With  a  true  understanding  of  the  issues  involved,  the  trade 
and  labor  papers  gave  the  cause  of  democracy  unwavering  support;  at  the  sanie  time  giving 
the  staunchest  support  to  every  right  of  human  freedom  in  the  field  of  industry  at  home. 

The  labor  papers  of  America  form  a  great  chain  of  sentinels  on  guard  for  the  cause  of 
mankind  throughout  the  country.  Their  struggle  for  existence  is  frequently  a  hard  one 
and  their  path  at  no  time  is  a  rosy  one.  Every  possible  support  should  be  given  to  the  labor 
press  in  order  that  it  may  be  strengthened  for  the  still  greater  work  that  lies  ahead. 

It  is  with  a  sense  of  pride  that  we  note  the  marked  and  constant  improvement  in  the 
labor  papers  of  the  country  together  with  their  constantly  increasing  influence  upon  the 
thought  and  judgment  of  the  nation. 
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The  labor  press  is  unified  and  bound  together  by  the  American  FederaUpnist  and  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  News  Letter.  The  American  Pederationist  provides  the  labor  press  with  the 
best  thought  of  the  labor  movement  and  the  great  issues  that  are  constantly  facing  the 
workers.  Through  the  News  Letter  the  labor  papers  are  given  a  weekly  service  of  live 
news  concerning  developments  and  progress  in  the  organized  labor  field. .  These  two  agen- 
cies give  to  the  labor  press  material  which  is  invaluable  in  strengthening  the  labor  papers 
and  which  has  done  much  to  help  them  reach  their  present  high  standard. 

During  the  war  the  official  publication  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  labor  press  in  general 
were  compelled  to  undergo  many  unusual  hardships.  One  of  the  chief  of  these  was  the 
abnormal  cost  of  print  paper.  Added  to  this  was  the  limitation  placed  on  the  quantity  of 
print  paper  any  one  publication  might  use.  The  dislocation  of  business  and  its  consequent 
influence  on  advertising  revenue  was  another  source  of  considerable  inconvenience  to  the 
laborpapers.    These  obstades,  however,  were  overcome. 

lliere  has  not  yet  been  a  return  to  normal  conditions,  neither  is  such  a  return  likely 
for  some  time  to  come. 

In  order  that  the  labor  papers  may  be  best  equipped  to  give  the  largest  measure  of 
service  to  the  labor  movement  tmder  these  abnormal  conditions,  it  is  doubly  the  duty  of 
every  member  of  organized  labor  to  give  the  most  hearty  support  to  the  lalxn:  press  of  the 
country  and  to  the  publications  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  The  great  guiding  purpose  of  the  whole 
labor  press  is  one  of  unselfish  service  to  the  labor  movement.  Everything  that  adds  to  the 
strength  and  circulation  of  the  labor  i  ress  adds  to  the  strength  and  power  of  the  labor 
movement  in  its  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  all  working  people. 

We  heartily  commend  the  splendid  service  rendered  by  the  labor  press  in  the  past  and 
ccmfidently  look  for  a  greater  and  more  distinguished  service  in  the  future. 

ORGANIZEBS 

During  the  year  just  closed  the  2091  organizers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  have  rendered  a  service  to  the  cause  that  is  beyond  estimate.  The  great  growth 
of  the  Federation  is  in  great  part  due  to  the  loyal  and  unremitting  efforts  of  these  men 
and  women,  many  of  whom  give  their  time  after  their  day's  work  is  done,  with  no  remtm- 
eration  beyond  that  which  comes  of  a  sense  of  service  given  to  a  great  cause.  The  great 
work  done  by  the  organizers,  as  chronicled  monthly  in  the  American  FederaUonist  has  been^ 
we  feel  sure,  a  source  of  gratification  and  inspiration  to  the  entire  labor  movement. 

We  desire  to  express  our  deep  appreciation  of  this  splendid  service  and  of  the  devotion 
which  prompted  it. 

CONCLUSION 

No  question  of  great  national  policy  or  of  great  national  interest  is  decided  today 
without  a  contribution  of  thought  and  viewpoint  by  the  labor  movement.  The  war 
brought  to  the  nation  and  to  the  labor  movement  questions  more  vital  and  more  involved 
than  we  had  known  prior  to  the  war.  The  coming  of  peace  in  nowise  lessens  the  magnitude 
of  the  issues  that  must  be  dealt  with. 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor,  however,  may  face  the  future  and  its  problems 
with  a  confidence  bom  of  severe  trial  and  withr  an  increased  membership  and  unity  of 
purpose.  The  labor  movement,  representing  the  great  productive  forces  of  society,  is 
an  indispensable  part  not  only  of  society's  productive  processes,  but  of  society's  intellectual 
political  and  sociological  processes.  It  is  essential  that  in  order  to  take  fullest  advantage 
of  the  opportunities  that  lie  just  ahead  and  to  assume  our  full  share  of  responsibility^ 
every  possible  energy  should  be  bent  toward  increasing  the  strength  of  the  labor  movement 
through  organization. 

Satisfying  as^has  been  the  progress  made  in  the  year  just  closed,  a  vast  amount  of  work 
in  this  direction  remains  to  be  done.  The  greater  our  strength,  the  better  i?rill  our  movement 
be  equipped  to  accomplish  the  great  work  that  is  at  hand  for  the  coming  year.  Now» 
more  than  ever,  the  thought  of  the  world  is  directed  toward  the  achievement  of  progress 
and  the  establishment  of  higher  ideals. 
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The  inspiratioii  for  this  tread  of  events  has  been  the  product  of  the  labor  morement 
and  the  labor  movement  must  continue  to  lead  in  this  direction. 

Fraternally  yours, 

SAMUEL  GOMPERS 

President 

JAMES    DUNCAN 

First  Vice-President 

JOSEPH  P.  VALENTINE 
Second  Vice-President 

JOHN  R.  ALPINE 

Third  Vice-President 

PRANK  DUFFY 

Fourth  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  GREEN 

Fifth  Vice-President 

WILLIAM  D.  MAHON 

Sixth  Vice-President 

THOMAS  A.  RICKERT 

Seventh  Vice-President 

JACOB  FISCHER 

Eighth  Vice-President 

DANIEL  J.  TOBIN 

Treasurer 

FRANK  MORRISON 

Secretary 

Executive  Council 
American  Federation  of  Labor, 
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APPENDIX. 


BUILDING  TRADES  DEPARTMENT 

William  J.  S>eacer,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Buildins Trades  Department,  submitted 
the  following  review  of  the  work  of  the  Building  Trades  Department  during  the  past  year : 

There  is  at  present  no  substantial  evidence  to  show  that  the  normal  building  activities 
of  the  country  which  have  been  delayed  during  the  war  are  to  be  immediately  resumed, 
thou^  an  occasional  report  is  indicative  that  there  are  prospects  of  a  builcting  program 
whi<£  while  not  extensive  will  nevertheless  prove  to  be  very  gratif3ring.  Building  opera- 
tions so  far  as  the  federal  government  is  concerned  are  being  brous^t  to  a  complete  dose, 
hence  thousands  of  the  workers  of  the  building  industry  are  in  idleness  at  this  time,  so 
that  the  only  relief  from  a  distressing  situation  will  be  the  early  resumption  of  building 
operations  as  they  apply  to  private  enterprises. 

There  seems  to  be  some  evidence  of  an  organized  campaign  for  the  purpose  of  reducing 
wages  in  the  building  industry  as  a  means  of  inducing  the  resumption  of  building  opera- 
tions, while  at  the  same  time  the  manufacturers  declare  their  belief  that  a  reduction 
in  the  cost  of  building  material  b  improbable.  How  workmen  in  the  building  industry 
can  be  expected  to  stand  for  a  reduction  in  wages  in  view  of  the  inflated  cost  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life  is  difficult  of  comprehension;  the  more  so  indeed  when  account  is  taken  of 
the  fact  that  it  is  an  utter  impossibility  for  the  building  tradesmen  to  work  at  best  more 
than  broken  time.  It  is  generally  known  that  climatic  and  other  conditions  prevent 
steady  emplo3ntnent,  which  naturally  means  a  reduced  earning  capacity.  Tins,  coupled 
wrth  the  excessive  cost  of  living  not  only  demands  the  maintenance  of  the  present  wage 
rate  but  furnishes  ample  justification  for  an  increase  from  time  to  time  as  conditions 
would  seem  to  warrant. 

With  the  cessation  of  building  operations  immediately  following  the  signing  of  the 
armistice,  the  Executive^  Council  of  the  Department  embraced  the  opportunity  to  devise 
a  plan  for  the  creation  of  a-National  Board  for  Jurisdictional  Awards  in  the  building  industiy. 
Such  an  agency  is  necessary  in  order  to  stabilize  the  building  industry,  to  encourage  the 
resumption  of  building  operations,  to  conserve  needful  energy,  to  eliminate  waste  through 
the  r^hiction  or  abolition  of  jurisdictional  strife  and  to  create  complete  harmony  among 
the  several  units  entering  into  building  construction.  To  this  end  conferences  have  been 
held  with  representatives  of  the  American  Institute  of  Architects,  Engineering  Council, 
Associated  General  Contractors  of  America,  National  Association  of  Builders'  Exchanges, 
Building  Trades  Employers'  Associations,  representative  general  contractors  and  accredited 
delegates  from  the  Building  Trades  Department.  These  conferences  were  held  in  Boston, 
New  York,  Cleveland  and  Indianapolis.  As  a  result  a  plan  proposed  by  John  B.  Lennon, 
representing  the  Department  of  Labor,  has  been  tentatively  agreed  upon  and  is  now  before 
the  respective  organizations  for  endorsement.  The  subject-matter  will  be  reported  in 
greater  detail  by  the  E.  C.  to  the  Atlantic  City  Convention. 

The  following  summary  represents  our  membership: 

International  unions  affiliated  with  Department 18 

Local  councils  affiliated  with  Department 286 

State  councils  affiliated  with  Department 6 

Total  number  of  organizations  in  good  standing  with  Department, 
March  31, 1919 310 

The  numerical  strength  of  the  Building  Trades  Department,  March  31,  1919,  shows  a 
total  of  686,554,  an  increase  over  the  preceding  year  of  51,174  members. 
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METAL  TRADES  DEPARTMENT 

A.  J.  Berres,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Metal  Trades  Department,  submitted  the 
following  synopsis  of  the  work  performed  by  that  department  during  the  past  year:  ' 

I  herewith  submit  a  report  covering  some  of  the  activities  and  achievements  of  the 
department  during  the  past  year.  The  Metal  Trades  Department  has  had  a  year  of  marked 
development  and  achievement,  due  largely  to  the  existence  of  the  war  and  the  active  organ- 
izing work  of  the  various  afi&liated  internationals. 

While  the  increase  in  the  membership  represents  aU  metal  trades  industries,  those 
contributing  the  larger  number  of  increased  membeiBhip  were  shipbuilding  and  railroads. 
This  department  has  for  a  number  of  years  endeavored  to  bring  about  organization  in  the 
shipbuilding  industry  with  only  little  success.  At  the  present  time,  however,  it  is  aafe  to 
say  that  the  industry  is  at  least  80  per  cent  organized. 

The  metal  trades  generally  have  continued  to  grow,  even  since  the  signixig  of  the  aimis- 
tice.  In  fact,  the  growth  in  some  instances  has  been  Istrger  and  more  rapid  in  some  organ- 
izations than  it  was  prior  to  the  signing  of  the  armistice. 

Shipbuilding  Labor  Adjustment  Board 

On  the  suggestion  of  the  officers  of  the  Emergency  Fleet  Corporation,  the  Shipbuilding 
Labor  Adjustment  Board  ceased  its  work  on  March  31,  1919.  The  emergency  fleet  officers 
believed  that  the  industry  would  become  stable  and  normal  sooner  if  put  back  in  the  hands 
of  the  shipyard  owners.  This  suggestion  was  agreed  to  by  the  Officers  of  this  department. 
The  work  of  this  board  was  greatly  responsible  for  the  increase  in  the  membership  of  the 
metal  trades  and  other  trades  and  callings  engaged  in  the  shipbuilding  industry,  and  uded 
in  getting  for  organized  labor  proper  recognition. 

Prior  to  the  board  going  out  of  business  the  Question  of  a  substitute  for  it  was  discussed 
and  several  conferences  held  by  various  groups  and  interests.  After  conferences  with 
various  representatives  of  the  shipyard  owners,  the  Emergency  Fleet  Corporation  and  others 
desirous  of  having  the  relationship  established  between  the  shipyard  owners  and  the  em- 
ployes continue,  the  provisions  of  an  agreement  were  drawn  up,  which  later  was  elaborated 
upon  and  the  following  agreement  signed  on  January  7,  1919,  with  the  Bethlehem  Ship- 
building Corporation : 

Agreement  made  this  seventh  day  of  January,  1919,  between  the  Bethlehem 
Shipbuilding  Corporation,  Ltd.,  a  Delaware  corporation  (hereinafter  called  the 
Company),  and  the  Metal  Trades  Department  of  the  American  Federatioti  of 
Labor  (hereinafter  called  the  Department). 

Witnesseth:  That  whereas,  the  Depsirtment  is  an  organization  composed  of 
national  and  international  unions  (hereinafter  called  the  Unions)  affiliated  with 
the  A.  F.  of  L.,  many  of  the  members  of  the  said  Unions  being  in  the  employ  of 
the  Company  and  its  various  plants;  and 

Whereas,  the  Company  recognizes  the  said  Unions  collectively  as  a  suitable 
agency  to  represent  its  employes  in  questions  arising  as  to  wages,  hours  of  labor 
and  general  working  conditions;  and 

Whereas,  the  Department  is  authorized  by  the  express  consent  of  eadi  tmion 
which  is  a  member  of  the  Department  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  the  Com- 
pany providing  for  the  relations  of  the  Unions  with  the  Company. 

Now,  therefore,  it  is  agreed  as  follows: 

(1)  The  Unions  shall  select  a  committee  of  five  members  (hereinafter  called 
the  Internationals'  Committee)  which  shall  represent  the  Unions  in  questions 
arising  between  the  Unions  and  the  Company. 

(2)  The  members  of  the  Internationals'  Committee  shall  be  selected  in 
such  manner,  for  such  terms,  and  with  such  provisions  for  alternates  as  the  Unions 
may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

(3)  The  Internationals'  Committee  ma^  app<Mnt  agents,  delegates  or  officers 
who  shall  have  such  authority  in  dealing  with  the  separate  managements  of  the 
plants  of  the  Company,  or  with  emplojres'  committees  in  such  plants,  or  on  behalf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMERIOAN  FBDBBATION  OF  LABOR  167 

• 
of  such  emplojres'  committees  as  shall  be  expressly  conferred  by  the  Intematioaals' 
Committee. 

(4)  The  Internationals'  Committee,  or  any  member  thereof,  or  any  person 
expreisly  authorized  by  said  committee  shall  have  access  to  any  plant  of  the  Com- 
pany on  the  business  of  the  Internationals'  Committee,  in  accordance  with  rules 
and  rc^^ations  agreed  to  by  the  Internationals'  Committee  and  the  Company's 
committee. 

(5)  The  relations  of  the  Unions  with  the  Company  and  with  the  separate 
managements  of  its  plants  (including  in  the  term  Unions  M  departments,  councils, 
federations,  central,  local  or  other  organizations  aMiated  with  the  A.  P.  of  L., 
and  aU  agents  or  (^cers  thereof)  in  matters  affecting  wages,  hotu^  of  labor  or 
working  conditions,  are  to  be  carried  on  exclusively  through  the  Internationals' 
Committee,  or  in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  said  conunittee  from  time  to  time 
established,  and  not  otherwise. 

(6)  It  is  understood  that  the  employes  will  select  local  or  plant  conmiittees 
that  will  function  in  the  same  manner  as  provided  for  in  the  Shipbuilding  Labor 
Adjustment  Board  awards,  subject  to  such  changes  or  modifications  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Internationals'  Committee  and  the  Company's 
oommittee. 

(7)  The  Company  shall  appoint  a  committee  of  five  members  (hereinafter 
called  the  Company's  Committee)  to  meet  with  the  Internationals'  Committee 
at  regular  intervals  and  otherwise  sub ject  to  the  joint  call  of  the  chairmen.  The 
members  of  the  Company's  Committee  shall  be  appointed  in  sucn  manner,  for 
such  term,  and  with  such  provisions  for  alternates  as  the  Company  may  from 
time  to  time  determine. 

(8)  The  Internationals'  Committee  and  the  Company's  Committee  diall 
jointly  hear  or  consider  all  grievances  or  other  questions  affecting  wages,  hours  9i 
labor  or  woridng  conditions  which  have  failed  of  adjustment,  and  any  other  ' 
matters  as  to  which  sudi  joint  consideration  will  tend  to  avoid  misunderstandings, 
or  will  improve  the  condition  of  the  industry  and  of  its  emplojres.  Any  officer 
representing  a  union  ^lall  have  the  right  to  be  present  at  a  hearing  in  the  subject 
of  which  the  interests  of  his  organization  are  spedallytconcemed,  or  to  confer  with 
the  committees,  sitting  jointly,  on  any  question  which,  in  his  judgment,  requires 
consideration  or  adjustment. 

(9)  The  Internationals'  Committee  shall  pay  the  compensation  and  expenses 
of  its  own  officers,  agents  or  delegates,  but  the  Company  will  pay  the  reasonable 
compensation  and  expenses  of  its  employes  for  time  actually  spent  in  service  on 
craft  or  other  committees  in  accordance  with  provisions  and  rules  from  time  to 
time  made  and  agreed  upon  by  the  Internationals'  Committee  and  the  Company's 
Committee. 

(10)  A  national  or  international  union,  any  of  the  members  of  which  are 
emplo]res  of  the  Company,  and  which  is  not  a  member  of  the  Department,  may 
become  a  party  to  this  agreement  by  notice  to  the  Department  and  to  the  Com- 
pany of  its  intention  to  conform  to  the  provisions  thereof.  Any  such  union  may 
withdraw  from  the  agreement  upon  notice  to  the  Department  and  the  Company. 
Either  the  Department  or  the  Company  may  terminate  this  agreement  at  any 
time  by  giving  thirty  days'  notice  in  writing. 

In  witness  whereof,  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Corporation,  Ltd.,  has  caused 
these  presents  to  be  signed  and  its  corporate  seal  to  be  hereto  affixed  by  Eugene 
G.  Grace,  its  President,  and  Joseph  W.  Powell,  a  Vice-President,  and  die  Metal 
Trades  Department  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  has  caused  these  presents  to  be  signed  by 
James  O'Connell,  its  President,  and  A.  J.  Berres,  its  Secretary,  all  on  the  day  and 
year  first  above  written. 

B9THL8&BM  Shipbuilding  Corporation,  Ltd., 
By  E.  G.  Gracb,  President. 

J.  W.  PowEiX,  Vice-President. 
Metal  Trades  Department, 

By  Jas.  O'Connell,  President. 

A.  J.  Berres,  Secretary-Treasurer. 
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This  agreement  covers  six  shipyards  and  several  auxiliary  plants  employing  75,000 
employes  and  is  one  of  the  first  agreements  of  its  kind  ever  entered  into  between  an  employer 
and  international  officers  of  labor  organizations  in  this  country,  and  while  at  the  writing 
of  this  report  all  the  machinery  has  not  begun  to  operate  the  agreement  has  had  a  tendency 
to  bring  harmony  in  the  yards  of  the  Bethlehem  Shipbuilding  Corporation  and  will  un- 
doubtedly be  the  means  of  creating  a  relationship  and  cooperation  that  will  bring  benefit 
to  both  parties  to  the  agreement. 

We  also  have  signed  an  agreement  not  unlike  the  Bethlehep  agreement  with  the 
American  Shipbuilding  Company  of  the  Great  Lakes,  covering  eight  yards  representing 
about  22,000  employes.  In  addition  to  the  American  Shipbuilding  agreement,  we  have 
signed  a  similar  agreement  with  the  Globe  Shipbuilding  Company  of  Superior,  Wis.,  and 
otiier  shipyards  in  all  sections  of  the  country  are  considering  agreements  of  a  similar  nature. 

SeaUle  Strike 

A  general  strike  occurred  in  the  shipyards  and  contract  shops  of  Seattle  on  January  22, 
1919,  which  continued  for  a  period  of  about  six  weeks.  Numerous  attempts  were  made  to 
bring  about  an  adjustment  of  this  strike,  but  inasmuch  as  the  Shipbuilding  Labor  Adjust- 
ment Board  was  still  operating,  the  position  was  taken  by  the  Emergency  Fleet  Corpora- 
tion that  no  adjustment  would  be  attempted  unless  the  men  returned  to  work,  whidi  they 
finally  decided  to  do  by  referendum  vote.  As  a  result  of  the  strike  and  the  general  condi- 
tions on  the  Pacific  Coast  it  was  decided  after  a  conference  with  the  officers  of  the  Emer- 
gency Fleet  Corporation  that  a  conference  be  called  in  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that 
the  shipyard  owners,  the  shipyard  workers,  and  the  international  officers  of  the  Metal 
Trades  Department  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  take  part.  The  conference  was  held  on  March  17, 
1919. 

Many  conferences  were  held  and  several  drafts  of  agreements  presented  during  a  period 
of  two  weeks,  but  no  joint  agreement  was  signed.  Hie  shipbuilders  finally  submitted  what 
they  termed  their  ultimatum,  in  the  shape  of  an  agreement  which  was  discussed  by  the 
representatives  of  the  employes  from  the  Pacific  Coast  for  almost  one  entire  day.  The 
final  decision  of  this  conference  of  the  representatives  of  labor  from  the  Pacific  Coast  was 
that  the  agreement  as  presented  by  the  shipyard  owners  would  be  submitted  to  a  refer- 
endum of  tibe  membership  of  the  Metal  Trades  Councils  of  the  Pacific  Coast  without  recom- 
mendation.   The  vote  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  proposition  of  the  shipbuilders. 

Atlantic  Coast  Shipbuilders*  Agreement 

We  are  at  present  negotiating  an  agreement  with  the  Atlantic  Coast  Shipbuilders' 
Association,  which  association  comprises  tiie  great  majority  of  the  shipyard  owners  on  the 
Atlantic  Coast.  At  this  writing  it  is  expected  that  an  agreement  will  be  reached  within 
the  next  week. 

We  have  also  been  negotiating  with  other  large  industries  with  the  idea  of  signing  up 
agreements  similar  to  those  signed  with  the  shipyard  owners. 

Panama  Canal 
The  St.  Paul  Convention  adopted  the  following  resolution  (No.  23) : 

Whereas,  the  various  contentions  and  grievances  now  existing  between  the 
Panama  Metal  Trades  Council  and  the  Administration  of  the  Panama  Canal  is 
in  most  cases  due  to  a  lack  of  labor  representation  in  the  formulating  of  working 
rules,  and  the  total  lack  of  any  such  working  agreements  as  exist  at  other  govern- 
ment establishments  of  a  similar  nature;  and 

Whereas,  for  the  good  of  organized  labor  and  the  nation  at  large,  such  con- 
ditions should  not  exist  at  this  time,  and  in  an  effort  to  establish  better  harmony 
and  to  eliminate  as  far  as  possible  further  contention  between  the  Administration 
of  the  Panama  Canal  and  the  various  crafts  comprising  the  Panama  Metal  Trades 
Council;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  that  the  national  convention  of  the  Metal  Trades  Department  of 
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the  A.  P.  of  h.  assembled  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  June  6, 1918,  be  requested  to  approve 
our  efforts  to  obtain  proper  worlnng  agreements  and  better  representation,  and 
to  sanction  the  assistance  of  the  Metal  Trades  Department  in  securing  the  same. 

Because  of  the  long  distance  from  the  seat  of  government  and  the  many  controversies 
that  continually  arise  on  the  Panama  Canal,  after  conferring  with  a  committee  from  the 
Metal  Trades  Council  of  the  Panama  Canal  to  meet  with  the  Governor  of  the  Canal  Zone 
who  was  in  the  city  of  Washington,  D.  C,  at  the  time,  we  deemed  it  advbable  that  a  board 
be  appointed  to  adjust  wa3;es  and  disputes  on  the  Panama  Canal  Zone.  After  some  hours 
of  conference  the  Governor  agreed  to  have  a  board  of  two — one  to  be  selected  by  himself 
as  the  representative  of  the  government,  and  the  other  to  be  selected  by  organized  labor 
on  the  Canal  Zone.  This  board  has  only  begun  to  function  and  no  reports  have  been  re- 
ceived at  this  time  relative  to  any  of  its  activities.  We  are,  however,  of  the  opinion  that  it 
will  be  a  great  benefit  to  the  Canal  Zone. 

Navy  Yard  Wage  Scale 

During  the  life  of  the  Shipbuilding  Labor  Adjustment  Board,  t}ie  Navy  Department 
put  into  effect  in  the  navy  yards  the  wage  rates  handed  down  by  the  Shipbuilding  Labor 
Adjus6nent  Board,  thus  doing  away  wi^  the  local  wage  boarcb.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  view  of  the  decision  of  the  Emergency  Fleet  Corporation  that  the  last  award  of 
the  Shipbuilding  Labor  Adjustment  Board  would  continue  in  effect  until  October  1,  1919, 
has  granted  our  request  that  the  present  wage  rates  and  conditions  continue  in  effect  until 
October  1st,  at  which  time  the  boards  created  under  the  several  agreements  will  convene 
to  adjust  wages.  The  Navy  Department  will  put  the  awards  handed  down  by  these  boards 
in  the  navy  yards. 

International  AJfUiaUons 

The  following  international  organizations  made  application  for  affiliation  with  this 
department  and  were  accepted : 

International  Federation  of  Draftsmen's  Union. 
International  Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Firemen  and  Oilers. 

The  department  now  has  fourteen  international  organizations  affiliated  with  it  and  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  representing  its  federal  unions,  the  membership  of  which  is  employed  in  the  ship- 
yards, navy  yards  and  arsenals. 

Local  Charters 

During  the  past  year  we  have  issued  twenty-six  charters  to  Local  Metal  Trades  Coun- 
cils, maJdng  a  total  of  ninety-one  cotmcils. 

Finances 

At  the  Buffalo  Convention  the  amount  of  per  capita  tax  was  changed  from  one-quarter 
of  a  cent  per  member  per  month  to  one-third  of  a  cent,  which,  with  the  increased  member- 
ship of  the  orga4izations,  has  placed  our  department  on  a  better  financial  basis  than  ever 
before. 

There  is  tmiformly  greater  interest  being  taken  in  the  work  of  the  councils  and  agree- 
ments are  continually  being  presented  to  the  employers  by  the  councils,  and  in  a  number  of 
instances  very  good  agreements  have  been  signed. 

CanceUaHon  of  Contracts  for  Ship  Tonnage  and  the  President's  Order  Against  Permitting 
Shipyard  Owners  in  this  Country  Accepting  Contracts  from  Foreign  Governments 

This  is  one  of  the  most  serious  situations  confronting  us  at  this  time.  If  cancellations 
for  the  amount  of  tonnage  are  made  such  as  spoken  of  recently  in  the  press  it  will  result 
in  the  unemployment  of  at  least  three  hundred  thousand  men  engaged  either  directly  or 
indirectly  in  the  shipbuilding  industry,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Federation  and  its 
affiliated  internationals  will  use  every  influence  at  their  command  in  order  that  this  whole- 
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sale  canceUation  shall  not  take  effect,  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  tnged 
to  pennit  the  diipyaid  owners  to  accept  contracts  for  ditps  from  foreign  countries. 

Uniform  Rates  qf  Dues  and  Per  Capita  Tax 

We  are  glad  to  report  again  that  the  affiliated  internationals  are  making  great  strides 
in  the  direction  of  uniform  dues  and  per  capita  tax  and  benefits.  This  is  one  of  the  cam- 
paigns that  the  department  has  launched  which  is  bringing  results.  Generally  q>eakmg, 
there  is  a  greater  tendency  towards  the  internationals  working  in  harmony  and  concert 
than  there  ever  was  before.  It  is  most  gratifying  to  note  the  interest  taken  in  each  other's 
welfare  on  all  occasions  when  conferences  are  bemg  held. 

Our  relationship  with  the  other  departments  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  has  been  excellent,  as 
have  our  relations  with  the  several  departments  of  the  government. 

UNION  LABEL  TRADES  DEPARTMENT 

John  J.  Manning,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Union  Label  Trades  Department,  has 
this  to  say  of  the  work  of  that  department  for  the  past  year: 

Despite  the  abnormal  conditions  which  have  existed  in  the  industrial  field  because  of 
the  world  war  and  the  sudden  cessation  of  hostilities,  it  is  the  belief  of  the  officers  of  the 
Union  Label  Trades  Department  that  material  progress  has  been  made  in  this  field  of 
endeavor. 

This  condition  is  indicated  in  three  distinct  yr&ys:  First,  the  greatly  increased  number 
of  requests  for  information  as  to  where  union-made  goods  can  be  procured;  second,  the 
number  of  new  Union  Label  Leagues  which  have  been  formed;  third,  the  increase  In  the 
membership  of  the  national  and  international  unions  in  affiliation  to  tlie  department. 

There  are  now  62  local  leagues  chartered  by  the  department,  all  of  whidh  are  live, 
active  bodies|,  the  largest  number  of  leagues  whidi  has  ever  been  in  existence,  18  charters 
having  been  issued  dtiring  the  "past  irear. 

The  paid-up  member^p  reported  on  at  the  St  Paul  Convention  was  499,722,  in  37 
national  and  international  unions,  while  the  present  membership  is  571,422,  in  38  unions, 
a  net  gain  of  71,300. 

-'«  While  it  is  gratifying  to  know  that  some  progress  is  being  made,  it  is  not  entirely 
satisfactory,  and  until  such  time  as  all  national  and  international  unions  eligible  to  member- 
sliip  in  the  department  assume  this  obligation,  we  can  not  reasonably  hope  to  tning  our 
full  strength  into  the  work  of  exploiting  union  labels,  shop  cards  and  working  buttons. 
However,  the  officers  of  the  department  are  hopeful  that  durmg  the  coming  year  the  unions 
now  unaffiliated  will  realize  the  necessity  for  cooperation  and  become  a  part  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

Organizers  of  the  Ame^can  Federation  of  Labor  and  representatives  of  national  and 
international  tmions  have  given  more  attention  to  the  union  label,  shop  card  and  working 
button  dtu*ing  the  past  year  than  has  usually  been  the  case,  and  commendation  is  herewith 
expressed  for  this  cooperation,  and  the  hope  expressed  that  this  feature  of  the  woik  of  labor 
representatives  will  be  still  more  widely  extended  in  the  future. 

RAILWAY  EMPLOYES'  DEPARTMENT 

John  Scott,  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Railway  Employes**  Department,  submitted 
the  following  report  of  the  year's  work  of  the  R^way  Employes'  Department: 

Dining  the  past  year  the  Railway  Employes'  Department  and  all  of  the  affiliated 
organizations  have  shared  bountifully  in  the  unprecedented  growth  in  m^nbership,  and  in 
consequence  the  work  of  the  department  has  been  more  than  trebled,  the  added  income 
from  per  capita  tax  enabling  us  to  more  fully  carry  out  its  functions  and  take  up  the  work 
in  new  fields. 

At  the  time  of  our  report  to  the  thirty-eighth  convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  following  closely  on  the  eve  of  the  issuance  of  General  Order  No.  27,  being  the 
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Sat  order  issued  governing  the  wage  increases  to  the  diop  trades  and  approved  by  Mr. 
McAdoo  under  date  of  May  25,  1918,  much  dissatisfaction  prevailed  with  the  shop  crafts 
on  all  railxoads,  not  only  because  of  tiie  small  measure  of  awards  granted,  but  also  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  re-established  the  differentials  in  rates,  many  of  which  had  been  eliminate 
through  organized  effort  during  the  years  1916  and  1917.  It  created  less  favorable  condi- 
tions in  many  respects,  while  much  discontent  prevailed,  and  many  of  tiie  employes  were 
enticed  into  other  industries  offering  better  inducements;  as  a  whole  their  confidence  was 
un^aken  in  the  promise  of  the  Director-General  to  carry  out  his  policy  of  a  "square  deal" 
to  every  one.  True  to  their  pledge  the  shop  men  remained  at  work  and  rendered  their 
united  efforts  and  support  m  making  for  the  successful  operation  of  the  railroads,  a  condi- 
tioa  that  would  have  been  impossible  to  attain  under  llie  old  regime  of  private  control, 
which  denied  these  men  their  God-given  rights  as  free  American  citizens  and  measured  out 
justice  only  in  prop<ntion  to  our  ability  to  enforce  it. 

The  sympathetic  attitude  of  the  Director-General  was  soon  made  manifest  by  the 
creation  of  a  new  board  known  as  the  Board  of  Railroad  Wages  and  Working  Conditions 
and  delegated  with  the  following  duties: 

To  hear  and  investigate  matters  presented  by  railroad  employes  or  their 
representatives  aff ectmg — 

(1)  Inequalities  as  to  wages  and  working  conditions,  whether  as  individual 
employes  or  classes  of  employes. 

(2)  Conditions  arising  from  competition  with  employes  in  other  industries. 

(3)  Rules  and  working  conditions  for  the  several  classes  of  employes,  either 
for  the  country  as  a  wh<de  or  for  different  parts  of  the  country. 

The  board  shall  also  hear  and  investigate  other  matters  affecting  wages  and 
working  conditions  of  employment  referred  to  it  by  the  Director-General. 

The  issuance  of  Supplement  No.  4  to  General  Order  No.  27  on  July  25,  1918,  in  a  large 
meature  allayed  the  great  unrest  that  prevailed,  inasmuch  as  it  created  a  standard  minimum 
wage  rate  much  more  acceptable,  altiiough  short  of  the  demands  presented  and  the  pre- 
va&Lg  rates  in  other  industries.  Addenda  and  supplements  to  the  original  awards  have 
been  issued  from  time  to  time  setting  aright  many  of  the  apparent  discriminations  and 
inequalities  called  to  the  board's  attention. 

Jn  line  with  the  liberal  policy  of  the  railroad  administration.  Boards  of  Adjustment 
Noov  1,  2  and  3  were  created  as  tribunals  for  the  adjustment  of  all  grievances  arising  out  of 
misapplication  of  wage  awards  or  violations  of  existing  agreements.  Several  hundred  cases 
have  been  handled  and  decisi<ms  rendered  by  these  boards,  and  in  all  cases  unanimous 
decisions  have  been  secured  without  the  aid  of  an  umpire.  Tlie  boards  are  composed  of  an 
equal  number  of  representatives  of  employers  and  employes,  all  being  practical  men,  hav- 
ing a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  many  controversies  that  may  arise  an4  the  practices  in 
direct  on  the  various  systems.  They  have  grown  up  in  the  railroad  industry,  serving  in 
various  edacities  and  becoming  fully  familiar  with  every  detail,  thus  insuring  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  all  disputes  and  the  elimination  of  the  necessity  for  strikes  and  lockouts 
that  previously  obtained  following  any^attempt  on  the  part  of  the  employes  to  seek  redress 
of  their  wrongs. 

Not  the  least  important  measure  secured  as  a  result  of  government  administration  of 
the  railroads  is  the  basic  eig^t-hour  day  on  all  roads  under  federal  control,  with  overtime 
allowance  at  time  and  a  half.  Less  than  fifty  railroads  had  granted  the  eight-hour  day  prior 
to  government  control.  This  had  been  secured  only  after  long  years  of  bitter  struggle  on 
^e  part  of  the  organized  crafts  on  each  separate  system,  entailing  in  each  case  bitter  strikes 
and  the  consequent  hardships  with  little  or  no  possibility  of  many  of  the  larger  trunk  lines 
even  recognizing  the  right  of  their  employes  to  organize  much  less  bargain  collectively  as 
federated  trades.  Is  it  to  be  wonderc^l  at  that  the  railroad  employes  have  voted  unani- 
mously for  government  control? 

During  the  past  year  the  Railway  Department  has  issued  20  charters  to  System  Fedr 
erations,  increasmg  the  list  to  1 16.  These  include  some  of  the  largest  railroads  which,  we 
also  may  add,  have  been  in  times  past  the  most  antagonistic  to  organized  labor.    Hence 
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the  reason  these  men  have  been  prevented  from  affiliating  with  the  organization  oi  their 
trade.    Chief  among  these  additions  are  the  following: 

Pennsylvania 

Grand  Trunk 

Louisville  &  Nashville 

Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 

Lehigh  Valley 

Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 

Illinois  Central 

Erie 

Great  Northern 

New  York  Central 

Union  Pacific 

Southern  Pacific 

Western  Pacific 

Not  only  have  these  new^system  federations  been  organized  and  placed  on  a  thorough 
workable  basis  with  the  necessary  machinery  to  handle  tiie  business  of  all  trades,  but  the 
older  established  federations  have  been  fully  perfected  in  all  crafts  and  closer  cooperative 
spirit  engendered  as  a  result  of  the  changed  conditions  under  which  they  are  employed. 

It  would  be  impossible  at  this  time  to  even  entunerate  in  a  brief  way  the  many  benefits 
resulting  to  the  railroad  employes  during  the  period  the  roads  have  been  under  government 
control.  The  abolition  of  piecework  stands  out  as  one  of  the  greatest  achievements.  The 
almost  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  to  discontinue  this  accursed  practice,  when  given 
the  opportunity  to  express  their  wishes  in  the  matter,  is  conclusive  evidence  that  even  the 
inducement  offered  in  increased  earnings  could  nc^  offset  the  repugnance  to  the  piecework 
practice.  By  vote  of  the  members  on  the  respective  railroads  piecework  has  beoi  entirely 
eliminated  during  government  control  and  can  only  be  re-established  in  the  same  manner. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  state  that  the  railroad  managements  who  held  piecework  as  a  hobby 
have  neglected  no  opportunity  to  attempt  to  restore  it,  and  we  may  anticipate  still  further 
efforts  in  the  event  the  roads  return  to  private  management. 

Pursuant  to  the  fourth  biennial  convention  of  the  Railway  Employes'  Department 
and  in  line  with  the  fixed  purpose  of  the  organizations  to  bring  about  a  standardization  of 
wages  and  working  conditions  on  all  railroads,  a  National  Agreement  Committee  was 
elected,  consisting  of  five  representatives  of  each  of  the  six  shop  trades  from  Divisions  1, 
2  and  3  to  draft  a  proposed  national  agreement  and  have  same  presented  to  the  Director- 
General. 

After  the  committee  had  completed  their  arduous  task  and  had  presented  the  proposed 
agreement  to  Director-General  McAdoo,  we  were  confronted  with  the  fact  that  he,  having 
tendered  his  resignation,  could  not  consistently  enter  into  negotiations  on  sudi  an  important 
question.    He  pr^erred  to  leave  such  matters  to  his  successor  in  office. 

Immediately  following  the  appointment  g^  Mr.  Walker  D.  Hines  as  Director-General, 
negotiations  were  entered  into  to  arrange  for  joint  conferences  with  the  seven  regional 
directors,  or  their  representatives,  and  an  equal  number  of  representatives  from  the  shop 
trades.  The  first  meeting  took  place  January  19,  1919,  and  many  others  were  held, 
there  being  several  postponed  dates  intervening  by  requests  of  the  Managers'  Committee. 
The  negotiations  have  been  concluded  and  the  proposed  uniform  rules  have  been  presented 
to  the  Board  of  Wages  and  Woridng  Conditions.  While  a  number  of  the  rules  have  not 
yet  been  agreed  to,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Board  of  Wages  and  Working  Conditions  will  be 
in  a  position  to  draft  propositions  acceptable  to  both  parties. 

In  connection  with  the  proposed  national  agreement,  a  new  wage  scale  also  has  been 
presented  to  the  Wage  Board  covering  all  classifications  under  the  jurisdiction  of  tide  shop 
trades.    These  hearings  were  presented  before  the  Wage  Board  March  12,  13  and  14,  1919. 

In  view  of  the  understanding  agreed  to  between  the  Board  of  Wages  and  Working  Con- 
ditions and  the  respective  members  of  the  committees  we  have  been  prevented  from  giving 
out  information  as  to  the  progress  of  these  negotiations  in  order  to  avoid  the  premature 
publication  of  conclusions,  which  may  not  represent  the  final  decisions.  We  h<>pe,  however, 
soon  to  be  able  to  give  out  definite  information  on  this  important  matter,  which  means  so 
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much  to  the  members  of  the  shop  trades  on  all  railroads,  and  sincerely  trust  that  patience 
will  be  amply  awarded. 

The  Railway  Employes'  Department  is  cooperating  with  the  transportation  brother- 
hood organizations,  the  United  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes  and  the  Order  of  Railroad 
Telegraphers'  organization  in  their  indorsement  of  the  plan  presented  by  Mr.  Glenn  E. 
Plumb  for  extension  of  tenure  of  government  control  of  the  railroads.  Each  of  our  affiliated 
organizations  has  agreed  to  meet  their  proportionate  share  of  expense  in  conducting  a 
vigorous  campaign  to  retain  the  roads  tmder  government  control,  and  the  enactment  of 
kgi^tion  m  accordance  with  the  principles  embodied  in  the  plan  pr^ented.  Mr.  Plumb 
has  opened  permanent  offices  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  nothing  will  be  left  undone  to 
carry  the  campaign  to  a  successful  conclusion. 

MINING  DEPABTMENT 

James  Lord,  President  of  the  Mining  Department,  gives  this  as  the  report  of  the  year's 
work: 

In  compliance  with  establi^ed  custom,  I  hereby  submit  a  brief  report  of  the  activities 
of  the  Mining  Department  since  the  St.  Paul  Convention. 

The  affiliated  unions  have  given  wholehearted  support  to  the  program  and  policies 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  enunciated  at  the  conference  of  March  12,  1917,  and 
our  government  in  the  great  crusade  for  democracy.  In  doing  so,  they  have  not  found  it 
necessary  to  surrender  one  iota  of  the  principles  on  which  the  structure  of  American  labor 
rests.  They  have  carried  on  the  work  of  improving  working  and  living  conditions  for  the 
oiganized  and  unorganized  workers  ever3rwhere,  and  continued  the  campaign  of  organizing 
the  tmorganized.  In  doing  this  they  have  bent  every  effort  to  secure  the  maximum  of 
production,  and  it  is  to  their  everlasting  credit  that  no  serious  strike  or  stoppage  of  pro- 
duction occurred  during  the  entire  period  of  hostilities. 

The  status  and  achievements  of  the  affiliated  unions  are  as  follows: 

The  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  have  made  a  gain  of  447  new  local  unions.  The 
average  paid-up  membership  is  406,089.  One  new  district  has  been  organized,  known  as 
District  26.  Twelve  months  ago  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America  was  in  debt  $3 15,978. 
During  the  year  these  debts  have  all  been  paid  and  it  now  has  in  its  treasury  and  invested 
in  Liberty  Bonds  a  balance  of  $1,382,799.75.  During  the  last  year  $58,000  were  paid  in 
strike  relief.  The  organization  has  been  extended  into  fields  hitherto  considered  impreg- 
nable, local  unions  having  been  established  in  the  Fairmont  field  of  West  Virginia,  the 
Georges  Creek  field  of  Maryland,  Eastern  Kentucky,  Nova  Scotia  and  Utah. 

The  International  Association  of  Bridge,  Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers 
has  made  good  progress,  considering  the  Jackness  of  work  caused  by  the  embargo  on 
steel  for  buildings  and  bridges.  In  the  fabricating  or  shop  division  of  the  trade  it  has 
made  considerable  gains,  the  membership  as  a  whole  having  increased  by  over  4,000. 
Wages  have  been  increased  approximately  35  per  cent. 

The  International  Union  of  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers  has  made  good  progress, 
and  in  some  places  gained  advances  in  wages  over  and  above  the  long-established  sUding 
scale  in  '  operation  in  the  copper  fields.  It  has  extended  its  organizations  in  new 
fields  in  Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  Tennessee,  Alabama  and  Florida.  There  is  at  the  present 
time  a  strike  in  progress  in  the  phosphate  mining  fields  of  Florida,  owing  to  the  companies 
refusing  to  abide  by  a  decision  rendered  by  the  War  Labor  Board.  This  organization  has 
made  a  substantial  increase  in  membership. 

The  International  Brotherhood  of  Steam  Shovel  and  Dredge  Men  is  now  in  the  best 
condition  financially  it  has  ever  been.  It  has  organized  and  installed  seven  new  local 
tmions  in  the  past  year,  one  of  these,  having  been  granted  entire  jurisdiction  in  the  state  of 
California,  has  secured  a  membership  of  800  in  a  few  months.  The  eight-hour  day  with 
an  increase  in  wages  has  been  negotiated  between  their  local  and  the  dredge  owners  of 
California.  In  many  cases  these  men  had  been  working  twelve  hours  previous  to  being 
organized.  The  eight-hour  day  has  been  established  in  most  cases  wi^  the  railroad  con- 
tractors. The  membership  has  been  increased  over  50  per  cent  during  the  past  year,  and 
the  seven  districts  maintain  fifteen  paid  organizers,  in  addition  to  the  paid  representatives 
of  the  local  unions. 

The  International  Association  of  Machinists  has  more  than  doubled  its  membership 


Digitized  by 


Google 


174  REPOBT  OP  PROOBBDINGS 

touring  the  past  year.  At  the  close  of  December,  1917,  the  memberahip  was  150,000.  At 
the  dose  of  December,  1918,  it  was  305,680,  making  a  net  gain  of  155,680  members.  This 
organization  has  put  itself  into  splendid  financial  condition.  At  the  close  of  the  year  its 
assets  over  the  liabilities  were  $1,047,007.64.  The  machinists  have  commenced  the  con- 
struction of  a  new,  modem  seven-story  office  building,  which  they  expect  to  have  completed 
by  October,  1919. 

The  Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron,  Steel  and  Tin  Workers  has  gained  8,000  mem- 
bers in  the  past  year.  It  has  issued  seventy-nine  new  charters.  It  has  shortened 
the  hours  of  labor  two  and  in  some  instances  four  a  day.  It  has  renewed  the  yearly 
agreements  in  general  conference,  and  has  suffered  no  reduction  in  wages,  except  as  through 
the  automatic  operation  of  sliding  scales.  It  has  expended  in  strikes  $14,000;  for 
death  benefits,  $39,950;  for  death  benefits  members' wives,  $8,500;  for  total  disability,  $950, 
and  donated  to  other  unions  $1,000. 

I  divided  mj  time,  from  July  15, 1918,  to  March  15, 1919,  between  the  Mining  DQ>art- 
ment  and  the  Mming  Division  of  the  United  States  Emplosrment  Service,  on  account  of  the 
critical  shortage  of  mine  labor  generally  existing.  Attended  the  Pan-American  Federation 
of  Labor  Convention  at  Laredo,  Texas,  as  one  of  the  Provisional  Committee,  and  put 
forth  my  best  efforts  generally  throughout  the  jurisdiction  to  the  purpose  of  mftvitnum  pro- 
duction of  supplies  and  the  maintenance  of  standards  of  labor. 

I  have  given  what  time  and  assistance  I  could  to  the  child  labor  question  and  to  being 
generally  hdpful  with  other  resident  officials  in  solving  the  multitudinous  questions  that 
manifested  themselves  in  Washington  during  the  war  period  from  any  division  of  labor. 

The  American  labor  movement  can  justly  feel  proud  of  its  record  and  achievements, 
at  home  and  abroad,  in  the  cause  of  Labor  and  Democracy.  By  its  efforts  and  deeds  it 
Jias  proven  itself  to  the  world  as  the  Great  Interpreter  of  Freedom  and  Democracy. 

PORTO  RICO 

"Santiago  Iglesias,  President  of  the  Porto  Rican  Federation  of  Labor,  submitted  the 
loUowing: 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  the  following  report  on  Porto  Rico's  labor  activities  and 
other  important  matters  covering  the  year  ending  on  this  date. 

Education 

In  1914  the  enrollment  of  children  in  the  public  schools  reached  a  total  of  207,040 
out  of  400,000  eligible  children.    There  was  a  daUy  average  attendance  of  155,830. 

^  1919  the  enrollment  thus  far  has  reached  142,846  with  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
106,441.  The  total  number  of  children  of  school  age  is  400,000.  A  recapitulation  from 
the  official  reports  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  shows  a  loss  in  educational  oppor- 
tunities on  the  part  of  49,389  children. 

Out  0^  400,000  children  of  school  age  on  the  Island,  155,830  attended  school  in  1914. 
The  export  and  import  trade  of  the  Island  for  the  same  year  amounted  to  $79,509,549. 
In  the  year  1918,  106,441  children  attended  the  public  schools,  there  being  a  decrease  of 
49,389  children  who  failed  to  attend  school  for  lack  of  seats  and  teachers. 

The  import  and  export  trade  of  the  Island  in  the  same  year  amounted  to  $137,683,304. 
This  shows  that  while  the  trade  of  the  Island  appears  to  have  increased  in  the  four  years 
by  $58,173,755  yet  during  the  same  period  49,389  children  lost  the  opportunity  to  attend 
«cfaooL 

Violation  of  the  Organic  Law 

The  Organic  Law  of  Porto  Rico  provides: 

"No  corporation  shall  be  authorized  to  conduct  the  business  of  buying 
and  selling  real  estate  or  be  permitted  to  hold  or  own  real  estate  except  such  as 
may  be  reasonably  necessary  to  enable  it  to  carry  out  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  created,  and  every  corporation  hereafter  authorized  to  engage  in  agriculture 
^all  by  its  charter  be  restricted  to  the  ownership  and  control  of  not  to  CTcceed 
jive  huitd  ed  ac  es  of  land;  and  this  provision  shall  be  held  to  prevent  any  member 
of  the  corporation  engaged  in  agriculture  from  being  in  anymse  interested  in 
any  other  corporation  engaged  in  agriculture." 
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The  Oisaxiic  Acts  of  the  country  have  been  and  are  being  violated  by  corporations  and 
individuals  and  financial  combinations  of  absentees  and  residents  to  the  serious  prejudice 
of  ^e  life  of  the  people  and  to  the  progress  of  the  country. 

It  has  been  proven  by  a  legal  document  forwarded  to  the  Seilate  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  on  January  18,  1918,  that  477  corporations  and  individuals,  American, 
Spanish  and  French,  possess  and  monopolize  766,396  acres  of  land  valued  at  ^57,832,437 
and  that  they  possess  $26,708,123  worth  of  other  property,  making  a  total  of  $84,540,860. 
all  in  violation  of  the  Organic  Act  of  the  Island. 

Absentee  Monopolies  vs.  Labor 

The  working  people  of  Porto  Rico  are  convinced  that  absentee  monopolies  and  financial 
combinations  ezerdse  an  entirely  disproportionate  and  reactionary  influence  over  the 
social,  political,  financial  and  governmental  conditions  on  the  Island.  Abuses  developed 
by  these  influences  have  placed  the  greater  part  of  the  small  proprietors  and  the  agricultural 
and  industrial  producing  masses  at  the  mercy  of  arbitrary  conditions,  which  impose  upon 
the  former  high  prices  for  products  and  upon  the  latter  the  lowest  and  most  miserable 
wages  for  their  labor  resulting  in  pauperism. 

The  receipts  of  the  insular  treasury  of  Porto  Rico  have  not  increased  in  accordance* 
with  ^e  wealth  produced  by  the  producing  masses  of  the  Island  because  corporations; 
and  individuals  financially  powerful  have  succeeded  in  avoiding  equitable  assessments, 
of  their  property  and  wealth.  It  is  estimated  that  70  per  cent  of  the  wealth  produced 
on  the  Island  is  taken  away  in  the  form  of  income  and  profits  for  investment  dsewhere,. 
while  400,000  men  and  women  laborers  of  our  agricultural  fields  are  kept  at  average  wages- 
of  65  cents  per  day  of  ten  woridng  hours. 

In  the  banks  of  Porto  Rico  almost  the  same  money  borrowed  by  the  govenmient  at 
4  per  cent  is  loaned  to  wealthy  individuals  at  9  per  cent  in  cases  where  loans  are  for  a  short, 
period  only.  To  people  in  fair  circumstances  this  m<mey  is  loaned  at  12  per  cent  and  at 
50  per  cent  to  the  poor. 

Commercialism  in  the  Island 

Governor  Yager  in  his  official  report  of  1918  to  the  President  stated  that  the  people  of 
Porto  Rico  paid  an  excess  of  $10,000,000  over  the  regular  prices  of  foodstuffs  imported  from 
the  United  States  in  1918  tmder  the  supervision  of  the  Food  Commission. 

Oppressing  the  Workers 

During  the  past  five  years  21  working  men,  women  and  boys  have  been  killed  by  police 
in  industrial  disputes  and  a  very  considerable  number  serioudy  injured.  More  than  400 
men  and  women  have  been  sent  to  jail.  Police  officials  and  some  of  the  magistrates  of 
Porto  Rico  acted  as  if  they  were  the  servants  of  the  masters  in  oppressing  the  workers. 
The  right  of  free  q)eech  and  assembly  in  many  instances  has  been  practically  abolished. 

Charges  Against  Governor  Yager 

Early  in  1918  it  became  necessary  for  President  Gompers  to  file  with  President  \^lson 
formal  charges  against  Governor  Yager  in  an  effort  to  secure  relief  from  the  insufferable 
industrial  conditions  of  the  island.  Report  on  the  finding  of  these  charges  was  made  by 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  the  1918  convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  at  St  Paul. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestion  from  President  Wilson,  a  conference  took  place  about 
July  15,  1918,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Baker  with  President  Gompers, 
Secretary  Baker,  General  Maclntsrre  (in  dmrge  of  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs)  and  San- 
tiago Iglesias  participating.  In  that  conference  President  Gompers  for  more  tha^  an  hour 
recited  the  story  of  conditions  in  Porto  Rico.  It  was  agreed  that  Secretary  Baker  would 
take  up  with  the  President  the  question  of  having  a  general  investigation  of  labor  conditions 
in  Porto  Rico  made  by  persons  whose  views  and  recommendations  would  command  the 
respect  of  all  in  Porto  Rico  and  that  such  a  commission  should  visit  Borto  Rico  about  Sep- 
tember, 1918.     On  July  1 1  President  Gompers  suggested  to  Secretary  Baker  that  the  inves- 
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tigation  should  "include  that  which  goes  to  make  up  the  work, and  the  life  of  Porto  Rican 
workers"  and  should  be  "conducted  under  the  direction  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board." 

President  Gompers  suggested  that  the  conunission  should  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  should  be  made  up  of  four  or  six  persons  "representing  (a) 
employers,  (b)  emplosres,  both  to  be  appointed  by  the  Prendent,  and  (c)  that  each  group 
select  a  man  to  act  in  the  capacity  of  adviser  and  to  preside  alternately  at  meetings  and  that 
each  group  consist  of  two  or  three  persons/* 

The  commission  so  organized  was  prepared  to  sail  from  New  York  on  November  5, 
1918,  but  was,  just  prior  to  the  date  of  sailing,  instructed  not  to  go  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  War  Labor  Board  had  been  advised  by  President  Wilson  of  plans  of  the  War  Depcut- 
ment  for  a  detailed  investigation,  the  President  desiring  that  the  War  Labor  Board  wait 
until  effective  cooperation  could  be  secured  with  the  War  Department.  No  investigating 
commission  has  yet  come  to  Porto  Rico. 

Considering  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  alwajrs  depended  upon  the  advice,  consul- 
tation and  recommendations  of  General  Maclntsrre  of  the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs,  to 
settle  Porto  Rican  affairs,  it  may  be  said  that  if  the  commission,  practically  recommended 
by  the  President,  was  not  appointed  to  come  to  Porto  Rico  and  make  the  investigation 
requested,  it  has  been  owing  to  the  hostility  of  General  Maclntsre  and  to  his  ingenious  and 
diplomatic  efforts  extending  over  a  period  of  jrears,  to  prevent  the  thorough  investigation 
of  conditions  on  the  island. 

General  Maclntjrre,  in  a  memorandum  prepared  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  the 
following  recommendation:  "I  believe  it  woidd  be  extremely  unwise  to  act  upon  Mr. 
Gompers'  suggestion  and  send  a  commission  of  inquiry  to  Porto  Rico  to  go  into  tdl  of  the 
matters  brought  up  by  Mr.  Iglesias'  letter  of  complaint." 

The  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  should  recommend  to  President  Wilson  the  immediate 
transfer  of  the  governmental  business  of  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico  from  the  Military  Bureau  of 
Insular  Affairs  to  a  civil  department  in  accordance  with  Resolution  No.  50  submitted  by 
Samuel  Gompers  and  unanimously  approved  by  the  convention  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  at  St.  Paul. 

It  is  the  earnest  wish  df  the  Free  Federation  of  Workingmen  of  Porto  Rico  that  sudi  a 
commission  as  President  Gompers  suggested  to  the  Secretary  of  War  visit  our  island  to  make 
a  thorough  investigation  and  that  the  commission  may  be  composed  of  men  who  will  ga 
to  the  h^urt  of  things. 

Porto  Rico's  PdiUcal  Fate 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  decide  what  the  United  States  intends  to  do 
with  the  people  of  Porto  Rico.  The  people  of  the  Island  ought  to  know  what  our  position 
is.  Recent  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  show  that  the  high  tribunal  considers  the  posi- 
tion of  Porto  Rico  at  present  as  it  was  under  the  Foraker  Act,  that  no  change  has  been 
operated  in  our  status  with  the  granting  of  the  American  citizenship  to  the  citizens  of  Porto 
Rico,  and  that  dier^ore  we  are  yet  an  unincorporated  territory.  So,  after  20  years  of 
American  domination,  we  have  not  been  able  to  know  what  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  intends  to  do  with  us.  According  to  the  Supreme  Court,  we  are  an  organized  terri- 
tory, but  not  incorporated  into  the  United  States.  The  high  tribunal  has  established  a 
distinction  between  organization  and  incorporation.  Our  status,  therefore,  is  extremely 
peculiar.  Are  we  foreigners?  No;  because  we  are  American  citizens,  and  no  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  be  a  foreigner  within  the  boundaries  of  the  nation,  but  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  is  not  applicable  to  Porto  Rico  and  therefore  while  we  are  cititens  of  the  United 
States  we  are  not  under  die  constitution. 

Progress  of  Labor  Organisation 

The  forces  of  reaction  and  greed  have  shown  great  aggressiveness  during  the  last  year. 
All  that  could  be  done  to  destroy  existing  labor  organizations  and  to  prevent  the  organization 
of  new  ones  in  the  Island  has  been  done. 

The  efforts  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  are  being  antagonized  by  those  who  have  interests  in 
keeping  this  I^and  as  a  large  factory  worked  by  slaves. 

In  spite  of  that,  during  the  jrear  past  the  toilers  have  advanced  along  the  road  of  prog- 
ress toward  the  achievement  of  a  better  social,  economical  and  political  independence  by 
means  of  a  methodical  and  persistent  labor  fight,  both  collectively  and  individually. 
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The  Free  Federation  of  Workingmen  of  Porto  Rico  is  a  state  branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
has  over  18,000  members  with  143  organizations  as  follows: 

Number  of  Bodies 

Cigarmakers'  Unions. 16 

Female  Cigarmakers'  IMioos. 1 

Carpenters'  Unions. — 16 

Typographical  Union.-.. 1 

Painters*  Unions. 3 

Women's  Protective  Unions. 3 

Barbers'  Unions 2 

Tobacco  Strippers'  Unions - 14 

Wrapper  Selectors'  Unions. 3 

Federated  Labor  Unions. 6 

Retail  Clerks'  Union. 1 

Longshore  Workers*  Unions » 7 

Bakers'  Unions. « —  3 

Agricultm^  Workers'  Unions. 25 

Shoemakers'  Unions. ., 7 

Bricklayers'  and  Masons'  Unions. ~ -  2 

Hodcarriers'  Unions 2 

Hat  Weavers'  Union. „...  1 

Cigarmakers'  Helpers'  Unions 2 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employes*  Union 1 

Meat  Cutters'  and  Butchers'  Union 1 

Tobacco  Box  Decorators*  Unions 3 

Boxmakers'  Union. 1 

Mechanics'  Unions.- - 5 

Laborers'  Protective  Union. 1 

Tobacco  Workers ~ - 1 

Electrical  Workers' Union. 1 

Women  Cigar  Banders'  Union.. I 

Total  Local  Unions. - 132 

Central  Labor  Unions. . 4 

Joint  Advisory  Board  of  the  Cigarmakers'  Unions  of  Porto  Rico 1 

Local  Trade  Councils. 4 

Cooperative  Institutions:  Free  Federation  Press.. 1 

Barber  Shop  of  the  Free  Federation. —  1 

General  Total - 143 

Strikes 

During  the  period  which  we  refer  to,  and  in  spite  of  the  information  given  by 
Governor  Yager  that  there  were  no  visible  strikes  in  the  Island  in  1918,  the  Porto 
Rican  Bureau  of  Labor,  which  at  this  time  is  unfriendly  to  oi^g^anized  labor,  reports 
in  its  bulletin  of  1918  the  occ  ^rrence  of  strikes  in  about  40  cities  and  towns  of  the 
Island,  especially  in  the  sugar-cade  £elds  as  well  as  in  many  other  industries.  In  fact,  the 
Free  Federation  of  Labor  of  Porto  Rico  had  to  help  more  than  46,000  workers  altogether 
in  their  demands  for  better  conditions  and  their  right  to  strike  in  the  sugar,  tobacco,  rail- 
road, longshoremen,  street-cars,  building  trades  and  other  industries. 

In  many  instances  and  after  the  strikes  were  instituted  the  representatives  of  the  com- 
panies, with  the  cooperation  of  the  insular  police  have  done  evenrthing  possible  to  break 
up  peaceful  demonstrations  and  gatherings  of  strikers;  free  speech  and  right  of  assembly 
abridged;  picketing  prohibited;  workers  threatened  that  if  found  along  country  roads  at 
night  would  be  arrested  and  sent  to  jail;    emplojrers*  agents  cooperating  with  police  and 
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cairying  arms;  pc^cemen  threatened  workers  with  dubs  and  shooting  if  they  left  woric; 
Fajardo  Sugar  Company  forcibly  importing  strike-breakers,  who  did  not  know  of  s^ike  and 
when  they  wanted  to  quit  after  they  had  discovered  strike  existed  they  were  told  they  would 
have  to  work  tmtil  they  got  money  enough  to  return;  Governor  issues  instructions  not  to 
transmit  certain  wires  from  Iglesias  that  would  induce  workers  to  strike. 

According  t>  Commissioner  Roberts  of  the  Porto  Rican  Bureau  of  Labor  the 
following  situation  existed :  Emplo3rers  deny  their  workers  fair  profits,  discrediting  the  move- 
ment toward  equitable  settlement;  refused  overtures  for  conference;  arbitrary  transferral 
of  labor  from  place  to  place;  attempt  to  import  labor  from  Virgin  Islands;  all  sugar  men 
in  Sugar  Growers'  Association  banded  to  prevent  investigation ;  100  per  cent  to  150  per  cent 
dividend  paid  on  capital  stock;  profit  per  ton  of  sugar  in  1915,  64  per  cent  compared  to 
profit  in  1^16  of  104.73  per  cent;  laborers  paid  only  few  cents  more  than  in  1916  and  that 
only  part  of  the  3rear;  cost  of  food  staples  of  that  country  has  risen  over  110  per  cent; 
sugar  industry  lasts  only  240  days  in  the  year,  so  that  for  six  months  5,000  of  the  8,000 
workers  are  out  of  work;  25,443  laborers  receive  less  than  70  cents  per  day. 

The  Porto  Rican  American  Tobacco  Company  since  December  31,  1918,  has  declared  a 
lockout  which  involved  15,000  workers,  men  and  women,  that  are  resisting  the  conditions 
that  the  tobacco  trust  wants  to  impose  upon  them.  The  lockout  comprises  17  cities  and 
towns  of  the  Island  and  almost  the  entire  tobacco  industry.  This  is  the  first  industrial 
dispute  in  the  Island  that  lasted  so  long  a  time  and  the  men  and  women  are  ready  and  in  a 
disposition  to  win,  no  matter  the  kind  of  privations  they  have  to  endure. 

Workers  Deported  from  Cuba 

Ramon  Barrios  and  Alfredo  Negrin  were  sent  to  Havana  to  represent  the  Tobacco 
Workers'  Unions  of  Porto  Rico  affiliated  to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  in  behalf  of  the  15,000  tobacco 
woikers  locked  out  by  the  Porto  Rican  American  Tobacco  Company.  These  men  bearing 
letters  of  presentation  from  the  Free  Federation  of  Workingmen  of  Porto  Rico  addressed 
to  the  representatives  of  the  labor  movement  of  Havana  and  aJso  the  bulletins  of  the  tobacco 
workers  were  arrestad  at  the  harbor  of  Havana  and  imprisoned  incommunicado  and  later 
deported  from  Cuba  back  to  San  Juan,  Porto  Rico.  Messrs.  Bsurios  and  Negrin  applied 
for  and  were  granted  proper  pasq>orts  here  at  San  Juan  as  American  dtiz^is,  to  travel  to 
Cuba  and  other  places  for  the  purpose  of  studying  worldng  conditions  of  their  fellows  in  the 
sister  Idand  and  in  behalf  of  the  tobacco  workers'  union  of  Porto  Rico.  The  manner  in 
which  ^ey  were  treated  is  described  in  the  following  statement  by  them: 

"We  left  for  Havana  on  February  12,  and  on  the  voyage  another  passenger 
named  Jose  de  Armas  told  us  that  we  would  probably  be  detained  in  Havana  and 
not  allowed  to  disembark. 

"We  arrived  at  Havana  on  February  17  at  9  A.  M.  Sergeant  Corrales 
and  another  policeman  immediately  came  on  board  and  called  for  Barrios  and 
Negrin.  Their  manner  was  very  rough.  They  began  shouting,  'Where  are  the 
two  tobacco  workers  from  Porto  Rico?'  violently  forcing  their  way  through  the 
passengers.  Sergeant  Corrales  searched  us  in  a  very  impolite  manner.  After- 
wards we  were  taken  before  one  of  the  district  officials,  who  asked  us  the  purpose 
of  our  visit.  We  told  him  our  mission  consisted  in  investigating  working  con- 
ditions in  Cuba,  etc.  The  official  then  told  Sergeant  Corrales  to  take  charge  of 
us  and  he  took  us  to  the  office  of  the  secret  service  police  of  the  city. 

"There  we  were  again  searched  and  all  our  papers,  letters  of  introduction 
and  other  documents,  were  confiscated. 

"From  the  office  of  the  secret  service  we  were  taken  to  the  "Vivac"  where 
we  were  put  in  the  political  prison  No.  9.  We  got  dean  beds.  So  as  not  to  be  obliged 
to  eat  prison  fare  we  bought  our  meals  at  a  cost  of  $3  a  day.  We  were  locked 
up  and  were  not  permitted  to  communicate  with  anyone,  not  even  the  American 
authorities  and  we  were  refused  an  interview  with  a  lawyer. 

"When  we  finally  asked  if  our  letters  we  had  written  to  Francisco  Navas, 
Gervasio  Sierra,  Jose  Bravo  and  the  American  Minister  at  Havana,  had  been 
ddivered  we  were  informed  that  such  procedure  was  useless  as  no  letters  would 
leave  the  hands  of  the  authorities.^ 
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"We  were  informed  by  Police  Sergeant  Leopoldo  Torres  that  'for  some  days 
we  have  had  this  place  ready  for  you.' 

"In  the  'Vivac'  jail  we  were  held  without  communication  with  any  one  for 
six  days. 

"On  the  19th  of  February  we  were  presented  with  deportation  papers  which 
we  were  requested  to  sign.  We  refused  to  sign  the  paper  as  it  called  for  admissions 
on  our  part  which  were  not  ^rue,  and  we  protested  that  we  had  been  given  no 
opportunity  to  be  heard  by  the  United  States  authorities  in  our  capacity  as  Ameri- 
can citizens,  nor  with  lalx>r  representatives,  or  any  court  of  justice.  Even  a 
lawyer  had  been*  refused  us. 

"We  then  refused  to  sign  the  deportation  paper,  at  which  the  official  seemed 
perturb^  and  called  in  two  detectives  and  ordered  them  to  sign  for  us. 

"After  considerable  effort  we  were  permitted  as  a  great  favor  to  bathe  our- 
selves once  during  the  six  days  we  were  imprisoned. 

"The  cell  No.  9  where  we  were  prisoners  was  dark  and  unhealthy.  There 
was  neither  air  nor  sunlight. 

"The  other  prisoners  in  the  building  were  brutally  treated  if  they  attempted 
to  speak  wfth  us.    We  were  permitted  to  buy  newq>apers. 

"On  the  22nd  of  February  we  were  taken  in  an  automobile  to  the  dock  and 
put  aboard  the  'Santiago  de  Cuba'  to  be  deported  to  San  Juan. 

"On  the  steamer  we  were  in  custody  of  three  policemen  with  revolvers  and 
carbines. 

"When  we  arrived  at  Santiago  de  Cuba  we  were  taken  ashore  in  custody  of 
the  guards,  althouc^  we  were  permitted  to  ride  in  an  automobile  sent  for  us  by 
the  organised  workers  of  Santiago  de  Cuba.  We  were  again  taken  to  jail,  and 
locked  in  a  gallery  where  there  were  25  other  prisoners,  all  of  whom  slept  on  a 
single,  dirty  platform.  The  gallery  was  a  small  room,  filthy  and  indecent, 
without  air  or  light  and  fit  for  animals  only.  There  we  had  to  eat  and  sleep  for 
one  day.  Then  we  were  put  in  atiother  room  as  bad  as  the  first,  where  we  had 
to  stay  three  days  more. 

"On  the  first  of  March  we  were  again  taken  on  board  the  'Santiago  de  Cuba' 
under  guard. 

"When  the  steamer  reached  Santo  Domingo  we  were  locked  in  a  stateropm 
during  the  two  hours  the  vessel  was  in  port.  There  was  no  other  occurrence 
of  note  until  we  arrived  at  San  Juan  where  we  were  enthusiastically  received 
by  over  3,000  of  our  fellow  workers. 

"We  can  not  dose  this  statement  without  expressing  our  gratitude  to  the 
workers  of  Cuba  for  their  efforts  in  our  behalf." 

Although  appeals  were  made  to  Washington,  by  cable,  following  unanimous  action 
by  both  houses  of  the  legislature  that  the  American  authorities  at  Havana  be  instructed 
to  k>ok  after  the  interests  of  Barrios  and  Negrin  as  American  citizens,  the  authorities 
here  have  been  advised  that  the  cable  was  delayed  until  after  the  two  men  were  sent  from 
Havana  to  Porto  Rico.    An  investigation  by  the  United  States  government  is  being  asked . 

Labor  Legislation 

Many  labor  laws  of  Porto  Rico  are  inadequate  and  those  which  can  serve  the  purpose 
to  protect  the  labor  masses  are  not  properly  enforced.  We  have  a  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  Labor  with  a  Bureau  of  Labor  in  it.  When  the  present  Organic  Law  of 
the  Island  was  enacted  by  Congress  we  had  the  hopes  that  such  a  Labor  Department 
would  become  a  great  instrumentality  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  wage  earners  and  to 
perform  a  practical  work  for  the  welfare  of  the  labor  population  of  the  Island  through 
adequate  laws  to  be  enforced  fairly.  But  unfortunately  we  see  that  such  laws  supposed 
to  protect  the  labor  of  women  and  children  and  others  are  generally  violated.  Repre- 
senting the  Free  Federation  of  Workmgmen  in  the  Senate  of  Porto  Rico  I  have  been  suc- 
cessful in  having  passed  a  more  radical  compensation  law,  woman  and  child  tninimnm 
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wage  and  some  others  of  less  importance.    We  have  at  this  time  before  the  Senate  the 
following  bills  pending : 

Favoring  the  establishment  of  the  League  of  Nations  to  maintain  peace 
and  to  guarantee  liberty  to  promote  progress  and  the  orderly  development  of 
the  world. 

To  protect  workmen  in  the  exercise  of  their  right  to  vote. 

Providhig  pensions  for  insolvent  widowed  mothers  in  charge  of  children 
under  sixteen  3rears  of  age;  appropriating*  the  sum  of  $70,380  for  the  purpose; 
creating  children's  welfare  boanls,  and  for  other  purposes. 

To  abolish  the  auction  system  in  connection  with  ^  works,  purchases  of 
material,  supplies,  equipment,  etc.,  for  the  use  of  any  of  the  dependencies  of 
the  people  of  Porto  Rico  and  for  other  purposes. 

Providing  for  the  registration  in  the  office  of  the  executive  secretary  of  Porto 
Rico  of  any  insignia,  flag,  distinctive  sign,  seal  or  emblem,  of  any  labor  party, 
association,  tmion  or  club. 

To  give  preference  to  all  materials  of  domestic  construction  and  manu- 
facture, and  to  order  all  the  departments  to  supply  themselves  with  materials 
made,  or  that  may  be  made,  in  Porto  Rico. 

To  compel  enaployers  to  fulfill  certain  duties  and  to  protect  laborers  in  their 
homes.  • 

Creating  a  general  employment  agency  and  labor  exchange  for  the  people 
of  Porto  Rico  to  be  imder  the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture^and 
Labor,  and  for  other  purposes. 

That  employers  shall  not  impose,  directly  or  indirectly  in  person  or  through 
their  agents,  and  as  an  express  or  implied  condition  for  the  employment  of  a 
laborer,  any  stipulation  rdative  to  the  place  where  or  the  manner  in  which 
the  laborer  shall  spend  his  wages  or  any  part  thereof,  nor  any  stipulation  com- 
pelling him  to  live  on  the  employers*  property. 

To  amend  section  1,  and  to  repeal  section  6,  as  amended  August  1-9,  1913, 
of  "An  act  regulating  the  work  of  women  and  children  and  protecting  them  against 
dangerous  occupations." 

To  convert  the  boys'  and  girls'  charity  schools  into  vocational,  industrial, 
commercial  and  agricultural  schools  for  girls  and  boys;  to  provide  the  form  of 
admission  thereto,  and  to  amend  sections  8  and  28  of  an  act  to  create  juvenile 
courts,  approved  March  11,  1915,  and  April  6,  1916,  respectively. 

To  amend  act  No.  9  of  November  12,  1917,  entitled  "An  act  to  protect 
and  extend  school  lunch  rooms  to  all  public  schools,"  and  for  other  purposes. 

Amending  section  45  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  to  protect  the  workers. 

To  provide  prompt  and  summary  trial  in  civil  cases  for  the  recovery  of 
money  on  account  of  wages  or  salary  due  to  laborers,  artisans,  clerks,  servants 
or  any  other  employe  working  for  a  salary,  wages  or  compensation,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Authorizing  the  Commissioner  of  the  Interior  to  extend  the  insular  public 
telephone  system  to  all  towns,  barrios  and  settlements  in  the  Island,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

To  create  the  printing  office  of  the  government  of  the  people  of  Porto  Rico 
and  the  office  of  Public  Printer,  segregating  the  present  printery  from  the  Bureau 
of  Supplies,  Printing  and  Transportation  of  the  people  of  Porto  Rico  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Conclusion 

During  the  past  eighteen  months  there  have  been  23  trade  tmions  organized  and  4  re- 
organized. 

I  need  not  point  out  the  great  value  of  the  labor  unions  as  an  Americanizing  influence 
in  the  Island  of  Porto  Rico. 

No  other  agency  can  compare  with  them  in  instilling  into  the  people  of  Porto  Rico 
the  spirit  of  America  and  developing  in  them  the  capacity  for  self-government.  No 
other  American  institution  so  embodies  the  soul  of  America,  the  spirit  of  democracy. 
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Nor  is  it  necessary  to  point  out  the  un-American  and  dangerous  subserviency,  amount- 
ing to  serfdom,  that  exists  in  agricultural-industrial  populations  employed  by  ^e 
great  corporations  that  deny  their  employes  the  ric^t  to  organize.  As  an  Americanizing 
agency  the  Free  Federation  of  Worldngmen  of  Porto  Rico,  of  course,  agrees  that  no  amount 
of  welfare  work,  by  which  favors  are  handed  down  from  above,  can  remove  the  menace 
to  American  institutions  that  lies  in  agricultural-industrial  populations  that  are  economically 
subservient  and  that  must  depend  for  their  well-being  upon  the  generous  exercise  of  arbi- 
trary power  by  a  superior  class. 

And,  even  at  the  present  moment  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  social  and  economic  posi- 
tion of  the  Porto  Rican  agricultural  worker  is  very  poor,  that  he  is  held  in  smedl  esteem 
by  employers  and  government  officials,  that  there  is  a  contempt  for  his  work  (a  contempt 
not  even  disguised  by  conventional  phases)  and  finally  that  the  economic  power  and  influence 
of  the  workingman  is  extremely  small. 

The  Island  should  be  utilized  no  longer  merely  or  primarily  as  a  means  of  providing 
opportunities  for  investment  and  commercial  exploitation  by  Americans,  Spaniards, 
Porto  Ricans  and  other  citizens,  residents  and  absentees;  the  policy  of  educating  the  people 
should  not  be  held  up  further  on  account  of  its  expense  and  alleged  uselessness;  and  tibe 
standard  of  living  of  the  people  and  the  conditions  of  Porto  Rican  agricultural  laboring 
class  must  be  improved. 

The  program  which  the  American  people  must  carry  out  in  order  to  live  up  to  the 
theory  under  which  the  Isliand  was  acquired  and  to  improve  the  conditions  of  the  laboring 
and  other  population  of  the  Island,  is  necessarily  an  extensive  one. 

CANADA 

P.  M.  Draper,  Secretary,  Dominion  Trades  and  Labor  Congress,  made  the  following 
report  for  the  past  year: 

Another  period  of  Labor  history,  replete  with  earnest  endeavor  and  achievement,  has 
been  incorporated  into  the  records  of  Canada's  eventful  year,  and  viewing  the  situation 
from  both  the  industrial  and  political  aspects  the  organized  labor  movement  has  every 
reason  to  be  proud  of  the  progress  made  since  the  last  convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

The  marked  increase  in  Canadian  trade  union  membership  recorded  in  1917  was  sur- 
passed in  1918,  and  indicates  a  rapidity  of  growth,  probably  without  precedent  in  the 
history  of  organized  labor  of  the  Dominion.-  At  the  end  of  1913  trade  union  members  in 
Canada  numbered  175,799.  The  two  following  years  showed  a  decline  of  32,456,  reducing 
the  membership  to  143,343.  In  1916,  although  there  was  a  loss  of  41  local  branches,  the 
membership  figures  showed  a  gain  of  17,064,  increasing  the  total  to  160,407.  The  year 
1917  showed  the  substantial  increase  of  44,223  members,  bringing  the  total  to  204,630, 
comprised  in  1,974  local  branches,  a  gain  in  branches  for  the  year  of  132.  At  the  close  of 
1918,  the  membership  for  all  classes  of  trade  unions  in  Canada,  was  248,887,  comprised  in 
2,274  branch  unions,  a  total  increase  for  the  year  of  44,257  in  membership  and  300  in 
local  branches.  There  are  96  intemational  organizations  having  one  or  more  local  branches 
in  Canada,  and  between  them  they  comprise  1,897  of  the  branch  unions  in  the  Dominion, 
an  increase  of  195  over  the  number  recorded  in  1917.  The  total  international  member- 
ship at  the  close  of  the  year  1918  was  201,432,  a  gain  of  36,536.  The  local  tmions  of  tiie 
international  organizations  are  distributed  throughout  the  nine  provinces  as  follows: 
Ontario,  820;  Quebec,  277;  British  Columbia,  224;  Alberta,  181;  Manitoba,  127;  Sas- 
katchewan, 112;  New  Brunswick,  78;  Nova  Scotia,  75;  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  3. 
In  addition  to  the  international  organizations  having  branches  in  the  Dominion  there  are 
thirteen  bodies  classed  as  non-internationals,  who  have  between  them  332  local  branches, 
with  a  combined  membership  of  37,928,  an  increase  for  1918  of  88  branches  and  5,585 
members.  The  local  brandies  of  the  non-international  organizations  are  located  as  follows: 
Ontario,  103;  Quebec,  58;  Nova  Scotia,  52;  Alberta,  27;  Manitoba,  24;  British  Columbia, 
23;  Saskatchewan,  19;  New  Brunswick,  10;  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  3.  Apart  from 
unions  having  either  international  or  non-international  affiliations  there  are  45  independent 
units  in  the  Dominion,  27  of  which  have  reported  a  membership  of  9,527,  a  gain  of  2,136 
as  compared  with  the  reported  membership  from  28  independent  units  which  were  in 
existence  in  1917.    The  majority  of  these  independent  units  are  located  in  the  provinces 
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of  Quebec,  and  some  of  them  are  of  a  semi-religioas  character,  the  membership  being 
confined  to  adherents  of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith.  Of  the  45  independent  bodies  in 
the  Dominion,  31  are  located  in  Quebec,  which  province  shows  an  increase  of  12  in  this 
dass  of  organization.  In  September,  1918,  a  convention  of  "national"  unions  of  the 
province  of  Quebec  was  held,  27  unions  being  represented.  Officers  were  elected,  and  it 
was  decided  to  hold  another  convention  in  &e  city  of  Three  Rivers  in  1919,  when  the 
question  of  forming  a  federation  of  "national"  unions  would  be  considered.  The  remainder 
of  the  45  independent  unions  were  located  as  follows:  British  Columbia,  5;  Ontario,  3; 
New  Brunswick  and  Manitotm,  2  each;  Nova  Scotia  and  Prmce  Edward  Island,  one  each. 
'  The  large  increase  in  member^ip  has  given  added  virility  to  the  movement  and 
enabled  the  different  organizations  to  make  a  more  effective  stand  for  increased  wages  to 
meet  the  increased  cost  of  living. 

In  the  political  field  consideraUe  progress  has  been  made,  both  in  the  recognition  of 
die  organiz^  labor  movement  by  the  government  and  in  the  organization  of  tlK  Inde- 
pendent Labor  party  in  the  different  provinces  of  the  Dominion.  With  the  entry  of  the 
union  government  into  power  there  was  an  immediate  change  in  policy  and  representa- 
tives of  organized  labor  were  invited  to  Ottawa  to  confer  with  members  of  the  cfdbinet  on 
questions  vital  to  the  interest  of  the  workers  of  the  nation.  It  was  accepted  as  a  part  of 
government  policy  that  labor  should  be  represented  on  all  the  important  commissions 
and  committees  appointed  by  the  government  and  today  representatives  of  labor  are 
acting  on  several  government  committees  and  commissions.  ' 

The  past  two  years  have  also  demonstrated  the  possibility  of  organizing  the  women 
workers  and  in  the  machine  and  textile  industries  important  progress  has  been  made  in 
bringing  women  into  the  ranks  of  the  organized  workers.  The  enfranchisement  of  women 
by  the  dominion  parliament  and  in  the  majority  of  the  fnrovinces  of  Canada  has  made  it 
ail  the  more  necessary  that  the  women  should  be  organized  industrially  as  well  as  politically. 
With  their  knowledge  of  industrial  conditions  and  the  need  for  improvement  in  these 
conditions  it  is  being  made  easier  to  convince  the  women  workers  of  the  need  of  organiza- 
tion, and  special  efforts  will  have  to  be  made  to  enlist  the  services  of  capable  women 
organizers  to  bring  more  of  the  women  toilers  into  the  ranks  of  organized  labor. 

A  commission  has  been  appointed  to  investigate  the  adaptabUity  of  industrial  councils 
for  Canada.  Its  duties  will  be  to  secure  data  as  to  similar  British  councils  fotmded  on  the 
Whitley  Industi^al  Commission  report  and  data  also  on  industrial  councils  formed  in  the 
United  States  largely  on  the  Rockefeller  plan,  to  obtain  information  as  to  how  Canadian 
industries  could  be  grouped  for  such  councils  and  to  issue  a  report  for  the  guidance  of  the 
government  in  order  that  they  may  declare  how  far  and  what  manner  of  industrial  councils 
can  be  established  for  the  promotion  of  joint  management,  by  labor,  of  Canadian  industries. 
Mr.  Tom  Moore,  President,  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada,  and  Mr.  John  W.  Bruce, 
Toronto,  general  organizer  of  the  United  Association  of  Plumbers  and  Steam  Fitters  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada,  were  unanimously  chosen  by  the  Executive  Cotmdl  to  represent 
Labor  affiliated  with  the  congress  on  this  commission  and  accepted  by  the  government. 

Legislatum 

In  accordance  with  the  demands  placed  before  the  Canadian  government  at  the 
annual  interview  last  November,  the  following  legislation  is  beng  considered  by  the 
Canadian  parliament,  now  in  session: 

A  bill  making  provision  for  compensation  to  federal  employes  by  the  federal  govern- 
ment depositing  funds  with  provincial  compensation  boards,  thus  avoiding  delay  in 
paym^t  to  the  injured  workers,  has  been  passed  this  session. 

A  bill  creating  a  federal  health  department  which  will  take  into  account  the  many 
resolutions  passed  at  our  congress  relative  to  insurance,  old  age  pensions,  hospital  con- 
trol and  many  other  matters,  has  passed  the  House  of  Commons  and  is  now  before  the 
Senate  and  is  closely  carrying  out  the  demands  of  organized  labor. 

Protection,  through  registration  of  the  union  labels  and  shop  cards,  is  to  be  secured, 
by  a  bill  which  the  government  has  promised  to  bring  down,  but  has  not  yet  introduced. 

A  bill  restricting  immigration  is  now  before  the  House  and  receiving  our  attention. 

In  accordance  with  the  endorsation  of  a  large  number  of  trades  councils  throughout 
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the  Dominion  amendments  making  stringent  provisions  for  the  protection  of  life  and 
property,  through  fire  insurance  legislation,  have  been  passed  and  are  now  law. 

EighUHaur  Day 

The  platform  of  the  congress  provides  for  a  siz-4iour  day.  In  view  of  existing  con- 
ditions, however,  and  the  demands  of  many  important  organizations  and  trades  councils 
for  the  adoption  oi  an  eight-hour  day  the  request  for  the  enactment  of  legislation  pro- 
viding for  a  workday  not  to  exceed  eight  hours  has  been  presented  on  sev^td  occasions 
to  the  government  by  your  executive.  Up  to  the  present^  no  action  has  been  taken  by 
the  government  in  compliance  with  our  request 

The  "One  Big  Union  Mavemenf*  in  Western  Canada 

On  March  13-15, 1 919,  at  Calgary,  Alta.,  a  meeting  was  held  under  the  title  of  the  Western 
Interprovindal  Labor  Conference,  David  Rees,  vice-president*  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 
of  Ccmada,  acting  as  temporary  chairman.  The  conference  elected  R.  J.  Tallon,  presi- 
dent, Calgary  Trades  and  Labor  Council,  chairman,  and  V.  R.  Midgley,  secretary,  Van- 
couver Trades  and  Labor  Council,  secretary.  The  credential  committee  recommended 
the  seating  of  237  delegates,  from  the  four  western  provinces:  British  Columbia,  85; 
Alberta,  89;  Sadcatchewan,  17;  Manitoba,  46.  The  resolution  committee  submitted  the 
following  resolution  which  was  adopted  unanimously: 

"Realizing  that  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  labor  movement  should  be  the 
improving  of  the  social  and  economic  conditions  of  society,  and  the  working 
class  in  particular,  and 

Whbrsas,  The  present  system  of  production  for  profit  and  the  institutions 
resulting  therefrom  prevent  this  being  achieved;  be  it  therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  aims  of  labor  as  represented  by  this  convention  are  the 
abolition  of  the  present  system  of  production  for  profit,  and  the  substitution 
therefor  of  production  for  use,  and  that  a  system  of  propaganda  to  this  end  be 
carried  out." 

.The  resolution  committee  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  undermentioned  reso- 
lution as  a  substitute  for  the  many  resohttions  presented  on  industrial  unionism: 

"Resolved,  That  this  convention  recommend  to  organized  labor  in  this 
Dominion  the  severance  of  the  present  a£Bliation  with  the  international  organiza- 
tions, and  that  steps  be  taken  to  form  an  industrial  organization  of  all  workers, 
and  that  a  circular  letter  outlining  the  proposed  plan  of  organization  be  sent 
out  to  the  various  organizations,  and  that  a  referendum  on  the  question  be  taken 
at  the  same  time,  the  votes  east  of  Port  Arthur  to  be  compiled  separately  from 
those  of  the  west." 

Thfe  policy  committee  made  a  report  embodying  the  wishes  of  the  conference,  viz: 

"1.  We  recommend  the  name  of  the  proposed  organization  to  be  'The 
One  Big  Union.' 

"2.  We  recommend  the  conference  elect  a  committee  of  five  irrespective 
of  geographical  location  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  necessary  propa- 
ganda to  make  the  referendum  a  success. 

"3.  We  further  recommend  that  delegates  from  each  province  meet  and 
elect  a  committee  of  &ve  to  work  in  conjunction  with  the  central  committee  in 
carrying  on  the  necessary  propaganda  to  accomplish  the  wishes  of  the  convention. 

"4.  We  recommend  the  drafting  and  issuing  of  the  referendum  be  left  to 
the  'Central  Committee*  also  receiving  and  publishing  returns  of  the  vote. 

"5.  tn  the  opinion  of  the  committee  it  will  be  necessary  in  establishing  an 
industrial  form  of  organization  to  work  through  the  existing  trades  council  and 
district  boards  and  no  definite  plan  of  organization  be  submitted  until  after  the 
referendum  has  been  taken.  ^  ip 

"6.  The  committee  further  recommend  that  after  the  return  of  the  vote 
is  received  the  'central  committee'  call  a  conference  of  representatives  of  trades 
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councils  and  district  boards  to  perfect  the  plans  of  organization  basis  of  refer- 
endum of  affiliated  membership  of  5,000  or  less  to  be  one  delegate,  over  5,000, 
2  delegates,  over  10,000,  3  delegates. 

"7.  We  recommend  that  an  appeal  be  made  to  the  trades  councils  and 
district  boards  for  the  payment  of  two  cents  per  member  affiliated  to  finance  the 
educational  campaign  for  the  inauguration  of  'The  One  Big  Union/  ** 

After  considerate  discussion  the  report  was  declared  adopted. 

The  Executive  Council  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada,  in  Bulletin  No. 
3,  dated  April  19th,  last  said: 

"One  Big  Union. — During  the  past  month  an  attempt  at  disruption  of  our 
movement  has  taken  place  by  the  latmching  of  a  campaign  for  the  secession 
from  iiCtemational  trade  unions  and  the  formation  of  'one  big  union.'  This 
can  not  in  any  measure  be  considered  as  reform  or  progress,  but  purely  a  secession 
movement  which  will  result,  if  given  support,  in  division  of  our  rcuiks.  The 
international  trade  union  movement  has  been  making  rapid  strides  during  the 
past  year,  over  three  hundred  new  local  tmions  and  sevenil  thousand  members  being 
added  in  Canada  in  that  period.  The  present  is  the  time  when  the  full  force  of  the 
organized  labor  movement  should  be  exercised,  and  any  action  which  will  weaken 
our  forces  and  delay  our  opportunities  to  achieve  results  should  be  discountenanced. 
We  do  not  intend  to  allow  either  outside  or  inside  influences  to  work  unopposed 
for  the  destruction  of  the  organizations  we  represent  and  federal  labor  unions 
chartered  by  the  congress,  trades  councils,  and  provincial  federations  of  labor  are 
advised  and  warned  to  take  no  action  in  support  of  this  'one  big  union'  propa- 
ganda which  would  in  any  way  conffict  with  the  obligations  they  have  taken, 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  of  Canada.  This  matter 
will  be  dealt  with  more  fully  in  a  ftu^er  statement. 

"Organization. — In  condusion  we  would  advise  that  organization  work  be  vigor- 
ously proceeded  with.  Where  workers  are  eligible  for  membership  in  an  international 
trade  union  of  their  craft  or  calling,  direct  application  should  be  made  that  body. 
Where  workers  are  not  so  eligible  federal  kU>or  union  charters  should  be  ap|^ed 
for  to  the  A.  P.  of  L.  When  workers  are  not  eligible  to  establi^ed  international 
trade  unions,  but  are  employed  by  civic,  provincial  or  federal  governments, 
where  their  working  conditions  are  controlled  by  legislative  bodies,  the  congress 
will  be  pleased  to  issue  federal  union  charters  to  them." 
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Atlantic  City,  June  10,  1919. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9:80 
a.  m.,   President  Qompers  in  the  chair: 

AbaeittMa — Bojrer.  McNnlty.  Schl«sinff«r, 
Mitebdl.  Hayes,  Hannah,  Clark,  Burke,  Fnn- 
dcrbnrk,  Thomas,  Curtis.  Ely,  Harlin,  Tar- 
row,  Willia,  Priestly,  Mets,  Thomas.  Touns, 
Hannon,  Wilkinson,  Simpson,  Enright,  Coop- 
er, Harta,  Burk,  Patterson.  Berber,  EUicott, 
Thompson,  Clarke. 

SUPPLBMBNTAIi    REPORT    OF    OOMMIT- 
TEE  ON  0RBDBNTIAL8 

Delegate  Edwards,  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  as  follows: 

Tour  Committee  on  Credentials  recommends 
the  seating  of  the  following  delegates: 

United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Join- 
ers of  America — Wm.  Hemsell  and  O.  £.  Wood- 
buiy. 

International  Jewelry  Workers  Union — ^A. 
Oreensteln,  S.  S.  Beardley,  61  votes. 

Danbury,  Conn.,  Central  Labor  Union — John 
J.  Oarrick,  1  vote. 

Meriden,  Conn.,  Central  Labor  Union — ^Frank 
P.  Oaney,  1  vote. 

Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeepers  and 
Assistanta  Union,  No.  11773,  Washington,  D. 
C. — C.  E.  Scott,  1  vote. 

Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16898,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  M  Goldsmith,  1  vote. 

National  Women's  Trade  Union  League  of 
America,  Mrs.  Maud  Swartz,  1  vote. 

Peter  J.  Brady  will  act  in  place  of  Theodore 
Griefzeu,  as  delegate  from  the  International 
Photo-Engravers  Union  of  N.  A. 

Peter  Rooney  will  act  as  a  delegate  from  the 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Street  and  Elec- 
tric Railway  Employes  in  place  of  W.  D.  Mahon. 
Alice  Kissam  will  act  as  delegate  from 
Bookkeepers,  Stenographers  and  Accountants 
Union  No.  12646,  (New  Tork  and  Vicinity), 
instead  of  James  P.  Boyle. 

Central  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly,  Spring- 
field, Mo.,--R.  T.  Wood,  1  vote. 

Domestic    Workers    Union    No.    16108,    New 
Orleans,  La. — Mrs.  Eleanor  Peete,  1  vote. 
Respectfully  submitted, 
CHAS.  F.  SCOTT,  Chairman, 
WALTER   V.    PRICE. 
E.  W.  EDWARDS,  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  committee  waa  adopted. 

Delegate  Healy,  Stationery  Firemen,  asked 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  convention  for 
the  introduction  of  and  immediate  action  l^ 
the  convention  upon  a  resolution  bearing  on  the 
proposed  repeal  of  the  daylight  saving  law. 
Consent  was  granted,  and  Delegate  Healy  in- 
troduced the  following: 

Resolution  No.   46: — By  delegates  of  the  In- 
ternational  Brotherhood   of   SUtionary   Firemen 
and  Oilers. 


WHEREAS,  daylight  aaving  has  proved  bene- 
ficial to  the  country  as  a  whole  and  to  working 
men  in  particular,  and  especially  to  those  em- 
ployed  at   Indoor   occupations;   therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED,  that  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  protest  against 
the  repeal  of  the  Daylight  Saving  Law  and  that 
the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  notify  the  Presi- 
dent pro-tem  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  affirma- 
tion by  this  convention  of  Daylight  Saving. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  adopted. 

Delegate  McCullougfa,  Omaha,  opposed  the 
resolution  on  the  grounds  that  the  daylight 
saving  law  worked  an  injustice  to  the  men  em- 
ployed  in   agricultural    pursuits. 

Delegate  Healy,  in  supporting  the  resolution, 
pointed  out  the  advantages  that  had  resulted  to 
the  men  and  women  of  labor  in  the  large  in- 
dustrial centers,  where  he  believed  the  law  had 
been  of  great  benefit  to  them  in  every  way. 

Vice-President  Duncan  also  supported  the 
resolution,  as  well  as  Secretary  Morrison  and 
Delegate  D'Alessandro,  each  of  the  speakers  re- 
ferring in  particular  to  the  recreational  advan- 
tages of  the  extra  hour  of  daylight. 

Those  who  opposed  the  resolution,  including 
Delegates  McCuUoug^,  of  Omaha,  Brown,  Ma- 
chinists, Burton,  Strickland,  of  Portland,  Ore., 
Darr,  of  Canton,  Ohio,  Sexton,  Tracy,  Max  Hays, 
and  John  H.  Lewis,  United  Mine  Workers,  did 
so  on  the  grounds  that  it  worked  a  grave  in- 
justice to  those  workers  who  were  compelled 
to  rise  early  in  order  to  reach  their  places  of 
employment.  They  also  took  the  position  that 
the  law  really  deprived  these  workers  of  an 
hour  of  sleep  at  the  time  when  it  is  most  bene- 
ficial. 

On  motion  by  Delegate  Connors,  Switchmen, 
debate  was  closed. 

The  chair  being  in  doubt  as  to  the  result  of 
the  aye  and  nay  vote,  a  vote  by  show  of  hands 
was  taken,  resulting  as  follows:  154  in  favor 
of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,   180  against. 

President  Qompers:  The  resolution  is  Qot 
adopted. 

REPORT  OF  OOMMITTBE  ON  RULES 
AND  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

Delegate  Andrew  C.  Hughes,  Secretary  of  the 
Committee,  reported  as  follows: 

We,  your  Committee  on  Rules,  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  rules  to  govern 
the  convention: 

Rule  1.  The  convention  shall  be  called  to 
order  at  0:80  a.  m.  and  remain  in  session  until 
12:80.  Convene  at  2:80  p.  m.  and  remain  in 
session  until  5:80  p.  m.,  except  Saturday  on 
which  day  the  session  shall  be  from  0:80  to 
12:80   p.   m. 
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more 
per- 


Rttle  2.  If  a  delcfate  wliUe  ipMkiiif.  be 
caUed  to  order,  he  shmlL  at  the  naoMt  ot^ 
Chair,  take  his  seat  until  the  queetloii  of  order 
is  decided. 

Rule  8.  Should  two  or  more  deleffates  rise 
to  apeak  at  the  aame  time,  the  Chair  shall  de- 
cide who  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Role  4.  No  delegate  shall  interrupt  another 
in  his  remarks,  except  it  be  to  call  to  a  point 
of  order. 

Rule  5.  A  delegate  ehall  not  speak  more 
than  twice  upon  a  question  until  all  who  wish 
to  speak  have  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Rule    «.     A   delegate   shall   not   apeak 
than  twice  on  the  same  question  without 
missicm    from   the    Convention. 

Rule  7.  Speeches  shall  be  limited  to  ten 
minutes,  but  the  time  of  speaking  may  be  ex- 
tended  by  vote  of  the  convention-  The  Com- 
mittee recommends  that  this  rule  be  strictly 
observed. 

Rule  8.  A  motion  shall  not  be  open  for 
discussion  until  it  has  been  seconded  and  stated 
from  the  Chair. 

Rule  9.  At  the  request  of  five  members  the 
mover  of  a  motion  shall  be  required  to  reduce 
it  to   writing. 

Rule  10.  When  a  question  is  pending  before 
the  Convention,  no  motion  shall  be  in  order 
except  to  adjourn,  to  refer,  for  the  previous 
question,  to  postpone  indefinitely,  to  postpone 
for  a  certain  time,  to  divide  or  amend  which 
motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order 
named. 

Rule  11.  Motions  to  lay  on  the  table  shall 
not  be  debata>>le,  except  as  limited  by  Roberts 
Rules  of  Order. 

Rule  12.  A  motion  to  reconsider  shall  uot 
be  entertained  unless  by  a  delegate  who  voted 
in  the  majority,  and  shall  receive  a  majority 
vote. 

Rule  18.  That  the  reports  of  committees 
shall  be  subject  to  amendments  and  substitutes 
from  the  floor  of  the  Convention  the  same  as 
other   motions   and   resolutions. 

Rule  14.  Any  delegate  failing  to  present 
his  card  within  thirty  minutes  after  the  con- 
vention is  called  to  order  shall  be  marked 
absent,  but  in  the  event  of  unavoidable  absence 
he  may  so  report  to  the  Secretary  and  be  marked 
present. 

Rule  16.  It  shall  require  at  least  thirty 
delegates  to  move  the  previous  question. 

Rule  16.  All  resolutions  shall  bear  the  sig- 
nature of  the  introducer  and  the  title  of  the 
organization  he  represents  and  shall  be  sub- 
mitted   in    duplicate. 

Rule  17.  No  motion  or  resolution  shall  be 
voted  upon  until  tiie  mover  or  introducer  has 
had  a  chance  if  he  or  she  so  desires. 

Rule  18.  When  a  roll-call  has  been  taken, 
and   all   delegations  present   have   had   the   op- 

Crtunity  to  record  their  votes,  the  ballot  shall 
declared  closed. 
Rule   10.     When   a  roll-call  ballot  has  been 
ordered,  no  adjournment  shall  take  place  until 
the   result  has  been  announced. 

Rule  20.  Roberts  Rules  shall  be  the  guide 
en  all  matters  not  herein  provided. 

Rule  21.  The  main  body  of  the  hall  shall 
be  reserved  for  delegates. 


ORDER  OF  BU8INB88 

1.  Reading    minutes    of    previous 
which  will  be  dispensed  with  unless  called  tor. 

2.  Report  of  Committee  on  Credentials. 

3.  Report  of  Ofllcers. 

4.  Report  of  regular  committees* 
a.     Report   of   special   committees. 

6.  Unfinished  business. 

7.  New  business. 

8.  Election  of  officers. 

0.     Selection  of  next  meeting  place. 

10.  Good  of  the  Federation. 

1 1.  Adjournment 

Respectfully    submitted, 
JOHN    SULLIVAN,    Chairman. 
WILLIAM  F.  KRAEMER 
THEODORE   THOMPSON 
JOS.   D.  CANNON 
EDW.  J.  EVANS 
EDW.   MENGE 
WALTER  N.  REDDICK 
R.    C.   SCHNEIDER 
P.  J.  MORRIN 
KRANK  KASTEN 
JAS.   H.   HATCH 
J.  T.   CAREY 
J.  V.  MORESCm 
J.    J.    CONNELLY 
ANDREW  C.  HUGHES,  Secretary. 

It  waa  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  McAndrew,  Tobacco  Workers,  moved 
that  Rule  1  be  amended  to  provide  for  the  con- 
vening of  the  afternoon  sessions  at  2:80  o'clock 
Instead  of  2  o'clock.  The  amendment  was  sec- 
onded and  carried. 

Delegate  Sullivan  moved  to  amend  Rule  6 
by  substituting  the  word  "once"  for  the  word 
"twice."      (Amendment   seconded.) 

Delegate  Evans,  Edw.  J.,  spoke  in  opposition 
to  the  amendment,  after  which  the  amendment 
was  put  to  vote  and  lost. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

REPORT    OF    THE    AMERIOAV   FEDERA- 
TION OF  LABOR  MISSION  TO  ITALT 
Menibers  of  the  Mission 
James    Wilson    .President    Pattern    Makers' 

League  of  North  America,  Chairman. 
P.     J.     McNulty,     President     International 
Brotherhood   of   Elaetrleal   Workars    of 
America. 
Michael    Green.    President    United    Hatters 

of  North  America. 
John      Golden.      President     United     Textile 

Workers    of    America,    Secretary. 
Peter    Josephine,    Member   Granite    Cutters* 
International  Association  of  America. 

The  Journey  to  Italy 

With  only  a  few  days  to  make  preparations 
we  boarded  the  Italian  Steamship  Guissppi 
Verdi  on  Augwt  18th,  1918.  and  sailed 
from  New  York  Harbor  on  the  morning  of 
August  19th  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  Ocean 
without  convoy,  arriving  in  Gibraltar  August 
29th.  We  wene  held  up  there  until  September 
2nd  on  account  of  a  strike  of  the  coal 
passers.  We  left  Gibraltar  on  the  evening 
of  September  2nd  and  sailed  through  the 
Mediterranean  Sea  for  the  port  of  Genoa  in 
Northern  Italy,  arriving  there  on  September 
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5th.  TIm  Teyase  after  iMvins  New  York, 
•erois  the  Atlantic  Ocean  and  thronirh  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  waa  an  nneventfol  one. 
We  were  able  to  view  the  fortifications  on 
the  Bock  of  Oihraltor  and  Tisit  a  few  of  the 
small  Spanish  towns  in  the  vieinity  of  Gib- 
raltar. We  also  had  the  opportunity  to  enter- 
tain on  board  the  steamship  a  nvnber  of 
onr  American  sailor  boys,  who  were  located 
at  the  American  Naval  Station  at  Gibraltar. 
Howerer.  when  witl^n  slffht  of  the  port  ef 
Genoa  and  within  two  hours  of  landing,  about 
deren  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  the  periscope 
of  a  German  submarine  was  suddenly  sighted 
not  more  than  200  yards  ahead;  the  captain 
of  the  OuUeppi  V^rdi,  who  had  a  reeord  of 
haTing  sunk  three  submarines,  made  a  dash 
toward  the  visible  perisoope,  which  quickly 
submerged.  He  then  signalled  to  the  four 
submarine  destroyers  that  had  come  to  con- 
voy us  through  the  Mediterranean,  which  at 
that  particular  time  was  known  as  the  scene 
of  German  activity  in  submarine  warfare. 
They  swiftly  swooped  down  on  the  spot  where 
the  submarine  had  submerged  and,  after  drop- 
ping between  thirty  and  forty  depth  bombs 
around  this  particular  spot,  the  tell-tale  oil 
and  pieces  of  wreckage  came  floating  to  the 
surfaee,  which  meant  that  another  German 
submarine  had  been  sent  to  the  bottom,  never 
to  rise  again.  It  is  needless  to  say  that 
every  member  of  the  mission  felt  greatly  re- 
lieved when  we  docked  at  Genoa  and  set  foot 
for  the  first  time  in  our  lives  on  Italian  soil. 
Immediately  after  the  ship  docked,  a  delega- 
tion came  on  board  to  greet  the  members  of 
our  mission  representing  the  Italian  govern- 
ment, the  American  Consul  at  Genoa,  the 
municipal  officials,  and  the  representatives 
of  the  labor  movement  of  Genoa.  After  a  con- 
ference with  thsee  joint  representatives,  your 
mission  immediately  issued  the  following  pub- 
lic statement  for  the  sole  purpose  of  maKing 
clear  to  all  classes  of  people  in  Italy  the  ob- 
iects  and  purpose  of  our  mission. 

Stafeament  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Mission  to  Italy 

'"We  have  come  among  the  workers  and  the 
people  of  Italy,  as  duly  accredited  represen- 
tatives of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
to  bring  fraternal  greetings  and  a  message 
of  hope  and  encouragement  in  the  splendid 
fight  the  Italian  people  are  making  side 
by  side  with  the  people  of  all  the  allied  coun- 
tries in  this  great  world's  war  for  democracy 
and  the  complete  extermination  of  militarism 
for  all  time,  to  the  end  that  the  people  of 
every  countrv  the  world  over,  whether  great 
or  small,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  work  out  their 
own  destiny  in  their  own  way  without  inter- 
ference from  any  other  country. 

"Fighting  as  we  are  for  these  ideals  of  hu- 
tnan  liberty,  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
intermin^e  with  each  other  during  the  strug- 
gle so  we  may  thoroughly  understand  each 
other,  and  have  a  full  conception  of  what 
the  workers  in  all  the  allied  countries  are 
doing  to  win  this  war  for  the  liberties  of 
all  the  people  of  all  the  world. 

"We  have  not  come  to  tell  the  workers  of 
Italy  what  they  should  or  should  not  do.  We 
have  not  come  to  you  to  criticise  or  find  fault 
with  whatever  policy  you  have  adopted  in  the 
past  or  you  may  now  have  in  mind.  We  have 
come  officially,  representing  the  millions  of 
workers  of  America,  to  tell  you  that  these 
workers  are  united  in  their  loyalty  to  America 
and  the  democratic  ideals  upon  which  our 
great  BepuUic  is  founded :  that  they  are  leyal 
to  onr  President,   Woodrow  Wilson,  and  the 


principles  for  which  he  stands,  and  which 
i>«  .has  so  dearbr  presented  to  the  wlMla 
world,  and  should  anyone  come  among  you 
claiming  to  represent  the  workers  of  America 
and  ten  you  anything  to  the  contrary,  he  to 
^\„t^^T^  you   a  true  statement  of  facts. 

"We  have  come  to  tell  you  that  all  the  vast 
resources  of  our  country  are  being  utilised 
with  but  one  sini^e  object  in  mind— the  win- 
ning of  the  war.  and  the  defeat  of  militarism. 
In  this  great  work  the  millions  of  workers,  for 
whom  we  have  a  right  to  speak  are  doing 
their  full  share,  loyally  and  willingly. 

"There  has  been  some  talk  here  and  there 
by  pacifists  and  defeatists  in  some  of  the 
allied  countries  of  a  Peace  Conference  with  the 
enemy  countries.  We  have  to  assure  yon 
that  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 
squarely  on  record  against  participating  in 
any  Peace  Conference  with  the  representa- 
tives from  Germany  and  Austria  until  the 
eztoting  military  despottom  that  today  con- 
trols those  countries  to  crushed  and  wiped 
out  for  all  time,  and  then  not  until  they  have 
given  full  assurance  to  the  rest  of  the  world 
that  never  again  wiD  they  give  their  sup- 
port to  anv  militarist  government  that  delib- 
erately violates  treaties  or  seeks  to  dominate 
the  rest  of  the  world.  American  workers 
have  pledged  themselves  to  thto  principle,  and 
if  our  liberties  as  a  free  people  and  our 
institutions  are  to  be  maintained,  there  can 
be  and  will  be  no  departing  from  this  prin- 
ciple." 

Vltttinc  mdnstrlal  Plants 

The  next  day  we  started  in  to  vtoit  the  large 
industrial  establtohments  in  Genoa  of  which 
there  are  many,  including  the  Ansaldo 
Works,  which  employs  16,000  people  in  Genoa 
alone,  building  ships  and  manufacturing  guns 
and  munitions.  From  September  6th  to  Octo- 
ber 18th.  we  vtoited  the  following  places,  be- 
ing royally  received  by  the  chief  officiate  of 
the  city,  and  the  representatives  of  the  labor 
movement,  and  were  also  conducted  through 
the  various  industrial  establtohments  in  the 
respective  cities:  Genoa,  Allessandria,  CanelH, 
Asti.  Turnio,  Gressoney  (foot  of  St.  Martin), 
Ivrea,  Biella.  Santhia,  Milano  (vtoited  Perilli 
Co..  vtoited  Breda  Co.),  Monzo  (CapronI 
Works)  Seronna,  Gallarate,  Legnano,  Brescia, 
Milano,  Bavnia,  Bologne.  Florence,  Pisa, 
Specia,  Massa.  Carrarra.  Bomeo,  Naples,  Pom- 
peii and  Bagnolia.  Borne,  Prato. 

Vtoited  the  Battle  Front  on  Piave,  Mount 
Colletti  Ahi   Front,   Venice,  Modan   Frontier. 

Italy'!  Indnstzles 

Every  member  of  our  mission  was  thor- 
oughly surprtoed  and  deeply  impressed  with 
what  he  saw  in  the  various  industrial  estab- 
ltohments vtoited,  which  were  many  and  va- 
ried, beginning  with  the  great  Ansaldo  Works, 
previously  mentioned,  which  has  branches  tn 
a  nqmber  of  cities  and  employs  over  100.000 
workers  in  its  various  shops — ^the  great  Flat 
Automobile  Works,  which  to  another  of  the 
largest  industrial  establtohments  in  Italy — 
the  great  marble  quarries  of  Carrarra  where 
thousands  of  tons  of  pure  marble  are  quar- 
ried eaeh  year — ^the  hat  manufacturing  cen- 
ter of  Allessandria — the  Aeroplane  Works,  of 
Gilvane.  Farina,  and  the  Caproni  Brothers — 
the  large  rubber  works  of  Perilli  and  Company 
which  previous  to  the  war  employed  8,000  peo- 
ple and  had  increased  its  force  to  9,000  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  war,  as  had  many  ottt- 
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er  lirge  industriml  plantt  in  other  Uhm  of 
induitry. 

To  attempt  to  give  t  detailed  report  of  all 
the  industrial  eatabliahmenta  visited  and  the 
many  and  varied  industries  investigated  would 
consume  too  much  space  in  this  report.  Suffice 
it  to  say  that  whether  in  the  building  of  loco- 
motives or  big  ffuns,  or  in  the  maniuacture  of 
the  delicate  work  of  an  aeroplane,  or  the  artis* 
tic  work  in  manufacturing  the  ilnest  porcelain 
and  chinaware,  we  satisfied  ourselves  that  Italy 
took  second  place  to  no  other  country  in  the 
world  in  the  efficiency  of  its  workers  and  the 
modem,  up-toKiate  methods  of  its  manufactur- 
ing system.  That  there  is  a  rreat  future  for 
Italy  as  an  industrial  country,  is  beyond  ques- 
tion if  it  can  only  get  the  proper  support  and 
oo-operation  from  other  countries  in  supplying 
It  with  those  materials  of  which  luly  as  a 
country  is  barren. 

It  must  be  remembered  that  Italy  is  essenti- 
ally an  agricultural  country  and  has  practi- 
cally no  coal  mines  nor  mineral  deposits  of  any 
value,  and  is  therefore  severely  handicapped  in 
its  factories  and  industries,  especially  so  in  the 
manufacture  of  metals,  particularly  necessary 
during  the  war,  together  with  the  lack  of  lubri- 
cating oils  and  other  fuels  to  keep  alive  its 
industries,  let  alone  the  absolute  necessity  of 
coaling  and  oiling  its  ships,  merchant  and  naval, 
running  its  railroads,  and  the  military  neces- 
sities of  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions 
to  conduct  modem  warfare. 

We  found  factories  and  railroads  burning  wood 
and  lignite,  both  commodities  brining  exorbi- 
tant prices.  As  a  result  the  home  life  of  Italy 
went  without  heat,  and  this  condition  continued 
until  the  United  States  entered  the  war  and 
began  to  partially  supply  Italy's  industrial  needs 
by  sending  coal,  oil,  minerals,  etc.  It  is  ad- 
initted  frankly  by  Italy's  foremost  statesmen 
that  the  lack  of  these  essentials  caused  grave 
and  heart-breaking  periods  of  depression  anc 
anxietv  among  the  Italian  people  through  the 
several  years  of  warfare. 

However,  at  the  time  your  mission  visited 
the  various  industrial  cities,  it  found  the  wheels 
of  industry  busily  humming  to  the  tune  of 
clanging  metal  and  pounding  forge  hammers,  as 
the  workers  of  Italy,  united  in  mt  great  effort, 
turned  out  thousands  of  modem  guns,  shells, 
motors,  airplanes,  etc.,  each  worker  seeming 
to  feel  that  he  was  an  integral  part  of  the 
nation's  life  during  the  crisis.  In  her  dilp- 
yards  we  found  the  same  bustling  activity*  the 
workers  seeming  to  understand  that  their  in- 
dividual work  was  part  of  a  great  race  between 
Democracy  and  Autocracy,  and  that  it  depended 
upon  their  efforts  to  turn  the  tide. 

Tour  mission  can  not  speak  too  highly  of  the 
spirit  and  morale  exhibited  bv  the  Italian  work- 
ers we  found  in  the  factories  and  shipyards. 
We  found  all  the  workers,  male  and  female, 
inspired  with  the  spirit  of  hope  and  optimism 
toward  winning  the  war.  They  were  cheerful 
at  their  tasks  and  in  the  skilled  industries  we 
found  the  workers  and  the  mechanics  equal  to 
any  skilled  labor  in  the  world. 

Ooop«nttTe  SodetiM 

Your  committee  visited  scores  of  working- 
men's  cooperative  societies,  and,  in  fact.  It 
might  be  said  that  the  industrial  life  of  Italy 
seems  to  depend  largely  upon  cooperative  or- 
ganizations. While  these  cooperatives  played 
an  important  part  in  helping  the  nation  to  win 
the  war,  they  were  by  no  means  a  product  of 
the  war  itself,  inasmuch  as  the  greater  part  of 


the  cooperatives  were  in  existence  many  yean 
before  the  war. 

Workingmen  and  their  leaders  informed  us 
that  the  war  had  given  the  cooperative  mof«- 
ment  added  initiative  and  stroigth,  as  tha 
Italian  govemment  lent  its  cooperation  Ij  giving 
or  loaning  vaat  sums  of  money  to  the  coopera- 
tive societies,  which,  of  course,  encounged 
larger  effort  and  stimufated  greater  soterpntt 
among  the  workingmenni  societies. 

In  Genoa  everything  teemed  cooperatlva— 
the  coaling  of  the  ships,  the  loading  and  m- 
loading  of  vessels,  and  in  one  immense  coopera- 
tive shipyard,  all  the  rebuilding  and  ship  re- 
pairing of  all  kinds;  in  other  words,  ships  that 
come  limping  into  port,  battered  and  sinking 
through  submarine  attacks,  were  again  made 
seaworthy   through    cooperative   workmen. 

The  building  operations  of  the  Italian  co- 
operatives were  conducted  on  such  an  enormans 
Slid  amazing  scale  that  one  might  properiy 
term  it  **mg  business."  The  contracts  for 
buildings  of  all  descriptions,  from  the  largest 
hospital  in  the  world  now  being  built  in  the 
Province  of  Liguria,  to  the  smallest  dwelling 
in  the  city,  are  taken  by  the  cooperative  build- 
ing societies.  Of  course  they  are  taken  on  a 
competitive  basis,  given  to  the  lowest  bidder 
in  price  and  terms,  and  the  cooperatives  usually 
get  the  lion's  share  because  they  can  afford  to 
eliminate  excess  profits,  which  would  ordinarily 
find  its  way  into  the  coffers  of  the  middlemen, 
investors,  and  development  companies.  Aside 
from  the  actual  building  operations,  all  the 
material  used  in  the  construction  work  is  se- 
cured on  a  cooperative  basis;  stone  from  co- 
operative quarries;  iron  from  cooperative  foun- 
dries and  factories;  in  short,  everything  used 
being  purchased  from  cooperative  organizations, 
and  in  this  maimer  whatever  profits  were  made 
accraed  solely  to  the  worker. 

Where  private  or  individual  ownership  con- 
trols the  factory  or  industry  the  workers  have 
their  cooperative  stores  and  restaurants  con- 
nected with  the  factoiy  where  each  worker  may 
purchase  at  cost  needed  family  supplies.  In 
this  movement  the  factory  employers  contri- 
bute to  the  cooperative  establishments. 

The  workers  also  have  their  agricultural  co- 
operatives. Your  mission  visited  one  in  partic- 
ular at  Ravenna.  This  agricultural  coopera- 
tive had  a  membership  of  28,000,  and  in  the 
oourse  of  five  years  it  had  reclaimed  some  4,000 
acres  of  swamp  land  and  had  converted  use- 
less lands  into  a  wonderful  agricultural  coun- 
try, raising  tons  of  produce  and  thousands  of 
head  of  sheep  and  cattle.  During  the  war  period 
they  proved  that  they  had  given  to  the  gov- 
emment three-quarters  of  their  cattle,  reserving 
only   the    other   portion   for   breeding   purposes. 

Aside  from  the  producing  cooperatives  and 
the  consuming  cooperatives  we  found  in  sev- 
eral industrial  centers  cooperative  savings 
banks,  wonderful  institutions  operated  and 
owned  solely  by  the  workers.  One  of  these 
banks  is  capitalized  at  six  biUion  lira.  It  U 
one  of  the  powerful  financial  institutions  of  the 
city,  and  usually  supplies  the  capital  when- 
ever a  cooperative  society,  whether  a  produc- 
ing or  a  consuming  cooperative,  contemplates 
some  big  contract. 

The  Humanitarian  Soeiatj 

The  Humanitarian  Society  is  one  of  the  great 
educational  institutions  of  Italy.  We  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  one  of  its  industrial  edu- 
oational  institutes  in  Milan.  They  have  ac- 
commodation for  720  students.  We  found  boys 
from   14   years  of  age  up  to  men  of  all 
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nuiiY  of  the  latter  being  returned  wounded 
■oldiert,  fltti^  themselves  for  msnj  kinds  of 
trades  and  callings.  The  Italian  government 
works  hand  in  hand  with  this  society;  for  in- 
stance, for  the  work  performed  l^  any  of  these 
returned  soldiers  while  learning  a  trade,  the 
socie^  pays  the  government  three  francs  per  day 
per  man,  and  in  returnee  government  provides 
the  men's  clothes,  fo<cl  and  lodging  and  the 
balance  of  any  pay  the  men  may  earn  goes 
to  themselves. 

Among  the  wounded  soldiers  who  were  Isam- 
ing  a  trade  in  this  institute,  was  one  soldier 
who  had  been  wounded  ten  times  and  another 
four  times,  with  both  of  whom  we  shook  hands. 
The  Humanitarian  Society  is  performing  a  won- 
derful work  along  industrial  educational  lines, 
and  especially  among  the  returned  soldiers, 
many  of  whom  have  been  wounded  in  sudi  a 
manner  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  fol- 
low  their  former  trade  and  are  therefore  com- 
pelled to  learn  a  new  one.  The  Humanitarian 
Society  sees  to  it  that  this  is  accomplished 
along  proper  and  efficient  lines. 

Ths  Italian  Labor  MtoTsineiit 

The  organized  labor  movement  in  Italy  con- 
tains many  peculiar  angles.  In  the  first  place 
it  is  so  mixed  in  with  the  cooperative  movs-. 
ment  and  in  some  respects  with  the  political 
movement,  which  really  means  the  socialist 
movement,  that  they  are  inseparable.  For  in- 
stance, there  is  the  General  Confederation  of 
Labor,  whose  platform  is  cooperative  first,  po- 
litical second,  defensive  third,  which  reallj 
means  the  economic  movement  comes  last  and 
is  subordinate  to  the  other  two. 

Then  there  is  the  Italian  Labor  Union,  which, 
while  it  espouses  the  cause  of  the  cooperative 
movement,  is  not  nearly  so  pronounced  in  its 
political  or  socialist  policy  as  the  former  or- 
ganization. Then  comes  the  Oatholic  Work- 
men's Society  which  is  absolutely  anti-social- 
istic; it  is  a  very  strong  organization,  both 
numerically  and  financially,  allows  no  politics 
inside  its  organization,  bitterly  fights  social- 
ism at  every  point,  and  while  its  title  is  the 
Catholic  Workmen's  Society,  its  doors  are  open 
to  non-Catholics,  which  comprise  a  good  portion 
of  its  membership. 

Between  the  time  we  arrived  in  Genoa  and 
the  day  we  left  Italy,  we  had  the  opportunity 
of  meeting  and  talking  to  hundreds  of  thous- 
ands of  Italian  working  men  and  women.  Some- 
times in  the  large  halls  or  theatres  of  the 
cities  we  visited  and  more  often  inside  the  large 
industrial  establishments  employers  for  an  hour 
or  two  hours  called  all  their  employes  together 
and  closed  down  the  establishments  to  give  us 
an  opportunity  to  address  them,  which  we  did, 
through  interpreters.  We  found  them  very  en- 
thusiastic  and  always  ready  to  lend  a  willing 
ear  to  what  the  Americanos,  as  they  called  us, 
had  to  aay. 

One  peculiar  feature  which  we  encountered 
was  that  in  some  of  these  industrial  centers  the 
government  officials  and  sometimes  the  muni- 
cipal officials  would  say  to  us,  "Go  slow  with 
these  people,  don't  talk  too  strong  with  them, 
there  is  some  anti-war  feeling  among  these 
workers."  We  quickly  learned,  however,  that 
this  was  only  a  delusion.  Some  pacifists  had 
been  at  work  among  them  but  had  evi- 
dently made  little  headway  in  either  winning 
the  workers  over  to  pacifism  or  creating  an  antl- 
war  feeling  among  them.  This  was  made  very 
evident  by  the  manner  in  which  they  received 
from  us  the  information  as  to  what  was  being 
done    by   the   workers  in   America   to   win   the 


war,  and  their  loud  and  manifest  declarations 
generally  ended  in  raising  their  right  hand  above 
their  head  and  saying,  '^e  Italiana  do  Just  like 
Americano!"     "We  win  the  war  I" 

We  tried  in  several  places,  especially  in  ths 
larser  cities,  to  meet  some  of  those  leading  offi- 
cials of  the  labor  movement  in  Italy  who  were 
classeed  as  being  anti-war  or  pacifists.  We  in- 
vited them  to  come  on  the  platforms  at  the 
mass  meetings  we  held  and  discuss  their  atti- 
tude in  the  open,  but  we  could  never  succeed 
in  getting  them  to  consent.  In  one  or  two  in- 
stances, they  were  apparently  willing  to  discuss 
their  anti-war  attitude  bdiind  closed  doors, 
which,  of  course,  we  decidedly  objected  to;  but 
in  some  places  it  would  evidently  have  been  im- 
possible to  get  them  to  even  do  this,  although 
we  never  tested  them  along  this  line.  It  is  only 
fair,  however,  to  aav  in  every  place  we  visited 
we  met  some  splendid  labor  men,  all  of  whom 
earnestly  expressed  the  hope  that  a  bond  of 
closer  relationship  would  endure  between  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the  organized 
labor  movement  of  Italy  when  the  war  was 
over.  Some  of  the  principal  leaders  in  the  la- 
bor movement  went  so  far  as  to  propose  that 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  place  one  of 
its  represenUtives  in  Italy  for  the  sole  purpose 
of  educating  the  workers,  both  organized  and  un- 
orgunized,  to  band  themselves  together  in  an 
organization  constructed  on  the  lines  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  for  the 
further  purpose  of  propagating  this  doctrine 
among  the  organizations  already  existing  in 
Italy,  and  that  the  Italian  organizations  would 
be  willing  to  defray  all  expenses  of  such  a 
movement. 

ItAllaii  Immigration 

When  we  arrived  in  Genoa  among  those 
who  greeted  us  and  with  whom  we  were 
invited  to  confer  in  that  city  was  the  Royal 
Commissioner  of  Emigration  and  several 
of  his  principal  officers.  They  expressed  the 
desire  that  instead  of  talking  too  strongly 
on  the  war  situation,  that  we  devote  some 
of  our  time  speaking  on  the  subject  of  im- 
migration, as  it  applied  to  the  Itelian  im- 
migrant and  the  conditions  surrounding  his 
immigration  to  America.  The  members  of 
our  Mission  were  a  unit  in  their  refusal  to 
comply  with  this  request,  making  it  very 
clear  that  such  was  not  the  purpose  or 
object  of  our  mission  to  Italy.  This  sub- 
ject was  then  allowed  to  drop,  and  we  heard 
no  more  of  it  until  we  arrived  in  Rome  and 
met  the  other  Labor  Mission,  headed  by 
President  Gompers.  The  Royal  Commission- 
er of  Emigration  had  arranged  another  con- 
ference inviting  both  missions  to  be  present 
to  discuss  emigration  matters.  We  had  not 
had  any  opportunity  to  acquaint  President 
Gompers  and  the  rest  of  the  members  of 
the  mission  of  the  previous  conference  in 
Genoa,  but  it  was  very  gratifying  to  all  the 
members  of  our  mission  to  discover  that 
President  Gompers,  with  his  usual  keen 
foresight  fully  sensed  the  situation,  as  did 
the  rest  of  his  colleagues,  and  took  the 
■  identical  position  our  mission  had  taken  on 
this  subject  of  immigration  on  our  arrival 
in  Genoa. 

Statement    and    Resolntions    Snbmittad    at 
Ctonferonce  With  Board  of  Emigration 

"The  members  of  the  Board  of  Emigra- 
tion, representing  the  Confederasione  Gen- 
erale  del  Lavoro,  la  Lega  nasionale  delle 
Co-operative  ei  Segretariati  laici  di  assls- 
tenza  agli  emigranti,   welcome  in  the   Dele- 
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ffatca  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
the  working  clais  of  the  United  Stetet  of 
America,  hoping  that  the  present  visit  may 
be  a  prelude  to  more  orsanized  relations 
between  the  working  classes  and  the  social 
laws  of  every  Continent. 

"With  resard  more  especially  to  the  stote 
services  and  work  of  trades  unions  in  mat- 
ters of  emigration  and  immigration,  it  is 
their  wkh  that  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  may  have  a  ffreat  influence  in  pub- 
lic life  on  the  sUte  laws  and  in  each  cor- 
poration or  union  in  order  to  set  the  largest 
numbers  of  supporters  of  the  main  points 
of  the  resolutions  approved  in  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Consress  of  Stuttsart. 
1907,  and  in  the  International  Convention 
of  the  Labor  Unions  of  Christiana  on  the 
imiffration  policy,  resolutions  based  on  the 
following  principles: 

"A.  That  exceptional  measures  of  any 
kind,  economical  or  political,  beins  inefficient 
and  essentially  reactionary  in  their  char- 
acter, or  any  restriction  in  free  circulation, 
or  the  exclusion  of  individuals  belonffins 
to  foreisn  nationalities  or  races,  are  not 
means  to  eliminate  eventual  danger  by  which 
the  emisration  and  immigration  are  often 
a  menace  to  the  working  classes,  while  on 
the  contrary  it  is  the  duty  of  the  organised 
working  classes  to  brinff  the  strongest  op- 
position to  bear  on  the  frequent  depression 
of  their  standard  of  life  as  consequence  of 
the  importation  of  masses  of  non-unionist 
workinsmen  and  prevent  the  importation  or 
'  exportation  of  unorffanised  labor. 

"B.  That  the  difficulties  caused  in  many 
eases  to  the  working  classes  by  the  immi- 
g-ration  in  masses  of  unorganised  labor, 
accustomed  to  a  lower  standard  of  life,  are 
not  imaginary  nor  of  little  consequence,  and 
the  inconveniences  created  by  certain  kinds 
of  emigration  are  not  to  be  overlooked;  but 
from  the  standpoint  of  the  labor  solidarity 
and  association,  the  exclusion  of  individuals 
of  certain  nationalities  or  races  is  to  be 
considered  an  unacceptable  measure. 

"C.  That  in  countries  of  immigration  the 
following  measures  are  to  be  observed: 
No  importation  of  men  under  contract  labor; 
leiral  protection  by  introducing  a  normal 
and  common  standard  of  a  day's  work;  mini- 
mum of  wases;  abolition  of  the  sweating 
system;  regulation  of  work  at  home;  care 
of  sanitary  conditions;  suppression  of  the 
restrictions  forbidding  to  certain  nationali- 
ties and  races  the  sojourn  in  country  and 
the  advantases  of  its  social,  political  and 
economical  rights;  naturalisation  made 
easier;  admission  of  the  immigrants  in  the 
unions  and  more  especially  admission  of  all 
the  members  of  the  corresponding  unions 
of  other  countries,  if  presentins  certificates 
of  the  union  from  which  they  come.  In  the 
absence  of  union  regulations,  the  admission 
fee  of  the  union  of  the  new  country  shall 
be  put  on  the  account  of  the  union  from 
which  they  came — acquisition  of  rights  of 
help  and  other  benefits  in  proportion  to  the 
fees  paid. 

"D.  In  countries  of  eAiffration  active 
union  propaganda,  largely  advertised  in- 
formation on  the  real  conditions  of  labor  in 
countries  of  immigration;  permanent  agree- 
ment between  the  unions  of  countries  of 
immigration  and  countries  of  emigration; 
accurate  inspection  of  steamers  earryins 
emigrants— on  railroads  and  in  private  emi- 
gration bureaus  (or  asencies  of  employment) 
and  in  the  factories  and  industrial  eetab- 
lishments. 


"With  regard  to  the  above  principles  and 
with  special  reference  to  the  relations  be- 
tween the  United  States  of  America  and 
Itely,  it  is  their  wish,  first,  that  the  prinel- 
ples  underlying  the  Italian  social  legislation 
— the  equal  treatment  of  laborers,  national 
as  well  as  foreign,  by  legal  protection,  by 
social  insurance  and  so  forth,  may  be 
accepted  in  the  social  legislation  of  the 
United  States  of  Averica  and  more  espe- 
cially the  one  refewins  to  the  aecidents 
amons  working  men. 

"They  also  declare  that  liie  proposal 
(1905)  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes. 
included  in  the  Act  of  1907,  for  an  Inter- 
national congress  in  matters  of  emigration 
(proposal  enthusiastically  approved  by  tlM 
OoBunissariato  di  Emiffraslone  in  Rome,  In 
its  Report  to  Parliament,  1907)  has  been 
unanimously  accepted  by  the  Italian  labor 
organizations  and  the  Societies  for  the  As- 
sistance to  Emigrants. 

"Rome,  9  October,  1918. 

"CABRINI  AN6I0L0. 
"Deputato  el  Parlimento  e  rapp.    Sesre- 
tariati  Laici  di  emiffrasione. 

"CELLA   VITTORIO, 
"rapp.  Leffa  Nasionale  delle  Cooperative. 

"QUAOLINO  FELICE, 
"Deputato    Parlmento   e    rapp.      Con- 
federasione    Generale    del    Lavoro." 

Translation  into  EnoUsh  of  the  motions  OU' 
cussed  at  tho  mooting  held  at  the  office  of  tko 
CommiMBionor  General  of  Emigration  on  Oe- 
tober  9,  1918,  between  the  American  Labor 
Delegation  and  Samuel  Gompere,  the  Board  of 
Emigration  and  the  Board  of  Labor. 

"1.  Be  it  resolved  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  recommended  to  fflve 
its  support  to  the  request  made  by  the 
Italian  people  in  the  United  Stetes  that  the 
Italians  who  have  left  the  United  Stetes 
to  join  the  Italian  military  forces  be  freely 
readmitted  in  the  United  States  after  the 
war,  except  those  who  are  to  be  excluded 
for  physical  or  sanitary  reasons. 

"2.  Be  it  resolved  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  recommended  to 
give  its  support  to  the  request  which  will 
be  made  to  the  United  Stetes  government 
that  the  contract  laborers  be  admitted  In 
the  United  Stetes,  provided  that  they  ar- 
rive with  a  contract  which  has  been  pre- 
viously approved  by  the  proper  American 
authorities  and  that  these  laborers  which 
arrive  with  such  contracte  be  not  consid- 
ered  undesirable  citizens. 

"8.  Be  it  resolved  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  recommended  to 
esteblish  through  the  proper  American  au- 
thorities special  agreemente  with  the  offiee 
ot  the  Commissioner  General  of  Emigration 
with  the  purpose  of  organising  a  regrular 
service  of  information  on  the  labor  condi- 
tions and  on  the  industries  which  do  net 
need  Italian  labor  and  on  all  other  subjects 
which  my  be  useful  to  direct,  control  and 
employ  the  Itelian  emiffrante.'* 

After  a  lengthy  conference  and  all  the 
points  both  in  the  stetement  and  in  the 
resolutions  had  been  thoroughly  discussed. 
President  Gompers  replied  on  behalf  of  our 
Labor  Mission,  clearly  stetins  that  we  could 
not  see  our  way  to  endorse  the  resolution 
submitted,  but  that  we  would  affree  to  re- 
ceive the  resolutions  for  a  future  discussion 
but  would  not  commit  ourselves  to  any  of 
them. 
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DurioiT  our  stay  in  Italjr,we  met  and  talked 
with  Kinff  Victor  BmmanoeU  General  Dias, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Italian  Armr. 
both  of  them  well  informed  on  affaire 
throvshont  tiie  world,  our  own  eoantiy  in- 
cluded. We  met  her  hif  h  church  diirnitariee, 
her  leading  etateemen,  her  merchant  prineee. 
and  her  leading  labor  union  officials.  We 
mixed  and  telked  with  her  peasantry  and 
with  her  soldiers,  and^nx>m  her  Kins  to  the 
humblest  peasant  and  soldier,  we  found  the 
same  warm-hearted  and  cordial  sreetinff  to 
what  they  were  pleased  to  call,  "The 
Americanos."  We  climbed  Italy's  Alpine 
mountains  and  riewfd  the  maffniftcent  work 
performed  by  her  peasantry  and  soldiers  in 
buildinff  roads  up  to  the  i>eak  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  made  it  possible  for  men  and 
ffuns  to  be  carried  up  there  in  large  numbers, 
to  drive  the  Hun  backward  over  the  Austrian 
border.  We  marched  over  the  batUcflelds 
of  Caporatto  and  down  the  banks  of  the 
Piave  river,  where  history  tells  how  the 
Italian  army  on  June  24tn,  1917,  suffered 
its  greatest  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the 
Austrian  army :  where  they  lost  over  200,000 
men  through  the  treachery  of  the  foe.  who, 
aided  by  German  propagandists,  had  circu- 
hited  through  the  Italian  army  the  story 
that  when  Italian  and  Austrian  met  on  the 
battlefield  both  would  throw  up  their  hands 
and  shout  "Kamerad**  and  the  battle  would 
be  over.  The  Italian  soldiers  acted  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  propaganda  with  the  re- 
sult that  when  their  hands  went  up,  they 
were  either  shot  down  like  dogs,  or  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Hun.  Our  Italian  military 
escort  then  recited  with  pride  how  King 
Victor  Bmmanuel  reorganised  the  Italian 
army,  placed  General  Dias  at  its  head,  went 
out  every  day  himself  into  the  front  Hue 
trenchfs,  and  on  June  24th.  1918,  twelve 
months  later  to  a  day,  attacked  the  Aus- 
trian army  at  Caporatta,  drove  it  across 
the  Piave  river,  and  killed,  wounded  or 
captured  over  220,000,  wiping  out  the  de- 
feat and  the  treachery  of  twelve  months 
previous. 

During  the  intervals  between  the  work 
of  our  mission  we  had  opportunities  to  visit 
the  many  places  famous  in  ancient  history 
with  which  sunny  Italy  abounds,  her  beau- 
tiful churches,  magnificent  art  galleries, 
rich  and  ftaious  in  painting  and  sculpture, 
made  famous  by  the  old  masters.  The  most 
vivid  imagination  could  never  portray  the 
beauties  of  Italy.  They  must  be  seen  to  be 
appreciated,  and  whether  it  be  in  the  ancient 
city  of  Genoa,  where  its  adventurous  pio- 
neers of  the  early  centuries  sailed  the  ocean 
in  quest  of  new  worlds  to  conquer,  whether 
it  be  in  ancient  Rome,  among  the  ruins  of 
Pompeii  or  on  the  pure  white  marble  moun- 
tains of  Carrarra.  whether  it  be  in  the  sunny 
and  beautiful  Bay  of  Naples,  or  gliding 
through  the  waters  of  beautiful  Venice, 
you  can  not  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the 
fact  that  you  are  in  one  of  God's  gardens 
and  among  a  race  of  people  famed  the  world 
over  for  centuries  and  centuries  as  masters 
in  the  arts  and  sciences — a  people  that  are 
passionately  warm-hearted  and  overwhelm- 
ingly generous.  Your  mission  arrived  at 
this  conclusion:  That  the  same  success  and 
the  same  fame  that  the  people  in  Italy 
have  earned  In  the  past  in  the  fields  of  art 
and  sculpture  can  be  duplicated  on  the  field 
of     industry,     notwithstanding     her     many 


handicaps   in  the  lack   of  essential   mlaaxal 
resources. 

Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted. 

JAMES   WILSON,    Chairman. 

F.  J.  McNULTY, 

MICHAEL  GREEN, 

PETER  JOSEPHINE, 

JOHN  GOLDEN,  Secretary, 

AMERICAN      FEDERATION     OF     LABOR 
MISSION  TO  ITALY. 

Secretaiy  Morrison  read  the  following  com- 
munications from  repreoentstives  of  the  move- 
ment in  South  America,  the  latter  document 
being  a  copy  of  the  inscription  appearing  on  the 
diploma  sent  to  President  Oompers  by  the 
Chilean  Federation,  of  Labor: 

Schenectady,  June  8,  1919. 
Mr.    Samuel   Oompers, 
Alamac  Hotel, 

AtlanUc  City. 
My  dear  Mr.  Oompers: 

I  am  sending  bv  this  mail  to  you  a  special 
diploma  sent  by  the  Chilean  Federation  of  La- 
bor to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and 
I  would  like  to  receive  some  special  thought 
from  you,  Mr.  Oompers,  toward  the  Chilean 
organized  labor  because  I  expect  to  leave  this 
country  within  two  or  three  months. 

In  the  name  of  the  Chilean  Federation  of 
Labor  I  may  say  that  not  only  the  government 
of  the  nation  have  the  right  to  increase  their 
relationships,  not  only  the  industrial  men  or 
business  men  need  to  work  in  order  to  get  a 
better  understanding  between  them  and  through 
the  international  trade,  but  also  the  people  of 
the  nations  must  work  in  order  to  increase  its 
friendships  and  to  cultivate  a  true  sympathy 
to  each  other. 

I  think  the  people  of  modem  democracy  are 
in  special  conditions  for  working  together  1^ 
the  Dettermunt  of  the  human  being. 

I  hope,  Mr.  Oompers,  that  not  will  be  so  far 
the  day  when  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor following  its  policy  of  international 
character  through  the  world,  send  to  South 
America  some  special  conunission  and  I  as- 
sure you  that  the  Chilean  organied  labor  should 
receive  the  American  labor  mission  with  all 
kinds  of  attentions  and  greetings  ef  eympathy 
and  welcome. 

I  think  the  diplomacy  of  the  government  does 
not  represent  truly  the  sentiment  of  the  peo- 
ples so  we  must  work  for  our  own  interest  and 
for  the  welfare  of  the  working  classes. 

I  would  like  to  receive  a  letter  from  you, 
Mr.  Gompers,  with  your  opinion  about  this 
matter. 

Fraternally  yours, 
(Signed)  CARDBNIO  GONZALEZ, 

Delegate  of  ChUi. 
708  Union  Street 

EMBASSADOR  DEL  PERU 
WASHINOTON,   D.   C. 

May  17th,  1919. 
Samuel    Gorapers,    Esq., 

President.  American  Federation  of  Labour, 
Washington.   D.   C. 
My  dear  Sir:— 

On  leaving  Lima  recently,  I  was  commis- 
sioned by  Peruvian  workmen  to  band  you  the 
enclosed    letter    and    this    testimonial,    bearing 
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their  signatures,  ma  an  expression  of  their  ad- 
miration for  your  efforts  in  the  cause  of  labour, 
both  of  which  I  have  Icept  by  me  awaiting  your 
return  to  Washington. 

I  wish  to  talce  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
to  express  the  concern  I  felt  on  hearing  of  your 
accident,  and  to  assure  you  of  my  gratification 
on  learning  that  you  have  not  suffered  any  ill 
effects  therefrom. 

Allow  me,  in  conclusion,  to  assure  you  of  the 
pleasure  I  feel  in  carrying  out  the  wishes  of 
these  Lima  workmen  and  also  to  tender  my 
congratulations  on  the  impotrant  achievements 
you  have  effected  in  Europe,  conaected  with 
universal   labour   legislation. 

I  am. 

My  dear  Sir, 
Very  truly  yours, 
(Signed)  P.  FIRDELA8. 

PAN   AMERICAN    FEDERATION    OF    LABOUR 

Lima,  Peru,  November  12,   1918. 
Mr.  Samuel  Oompers: 

I  respectfully  salute  you  and  at  the  same 
time  wish  to  inform  you  that  in  sending  you 
this  pamphlet  through  our  Ambassador  l>r. 
FranciMM)  Tudela  y  Varela,  I  was  prompted  to 
do  so  because  I  am  convinced  of  the  sincere 
affection  you  feel  for  Peru. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  state  that  our 
Honorable  Ambassador  is  a  convinced  patriot 
dearlv  loved  by  the  workers.  To  extend  to  him 
all  the  courtesies  and  to  esteem  him  is  to  be 
attentive   to    Peru. 

Accept  my  esteem  and  the  assurance  of  the 
sincere  friendship  of  the  Peruvian  workers. 
JUSTO  A.  OASARETTO. 
THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  AMERICAN 
FEDERATION    OF    LABOR    MR.    SAMUEL 
OOMPERS 
HOMAGE  OF  THE  WORKERS  OF  PERU  IN 
REMEMBRANCE  OF  THE  FEAST  OFFERED 
IN  HONOR  OF  THE  WORKMEN  OF  THE 
NATIONS  OF  THE  ALLIES. 
LIMA,    6th   of   DECEMBER,    1918 
The  communications  were  received  and  made 
part  of  the  record. 

Resolution  No.  1— By  Delegates  A.  Mo- 
Andrew  and  E.  Lewis  Evans  of  the  Tobaeeo 
Workers*   International   Union. 

WHEREAS,  Dantag  tha  war  period  the 
Label  Trades  were  all  interested  in  the  pro- 
motion of  freedom  and  democracy,  and  set 
aside  for  the  time  being  our  ppropaganda  and 
agiUtion   for  the  Union   Label;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  war  has  ceased  and  the 
days  of  reconstruction  are  with  us,  we  may 
now  turn  oar  attention  to  our  own  interest* 
as  Trades  Unionists.  The  subject  that  com- 
mands our  attention  now  is  that  of  recon- 
structing the  demand  for  the  Union  Label, 
which  we  neglected  during  the  anxiety  and 
suspense  of  the  world;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Tobacco  Workers'  Union 
Label  is  still  on  the  market,  with  the  Label 
on  popular  brands  of  smoking  and  chewing 
tobacco,  cigarettes  and  snuff,  we  therefore 
ask  your  continued  co-operation  to  make  Ita 
reconstruction  complete  and  fitting  for  the 
Trades  Unionists  in  days  to  come;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,    That    we.    the    delegates    to 


the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  assem- 
bled in  convention,  in  Atlantite  City,  June 
10.  1919,  declare  it  to  be  our  puxpose  to  osa 
oar  purchasing  p^jirer  to  the  fullest  extant 
when  buying  tobacco,  cigarettes  and  snaff, 
insisting  that  the  Bhie  Label  of  tha  To- 
bacco Workers'  International  Union  shall  be 
affixed  to  all  tobacco,  cigarettes  and  snaff 
we  bay. 

Referred    to   Committee   on    Labels. 

Resolution  No.  2— f^  Delegate  Anthony  J. 
Oliver,  of  the  Interifv  ional  Federation  of 
Draftsmen's  Union: 

WHEREAS,  Many  handled  of  Technical 
Engineers  and  Architects  have  applied  for 
admission  to  membership  in  the  Interna- 
tional Federation  of  Dniftsmen's  Unions; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Almost  all  Technical  Engi- 
neers and  Architects  are  essentially  drafts- 
men and  the  majority  of  draftsmen  are 
trained  and  educated  along  the  same  techni- 
cal lines;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  line  of  demarkation  be- 
tween Technical  Engineers,  Architects  and 
Draftsmen  in  most  cases  cannot  be  de- 
fined: and 

WHBRE^AS.  Ten  per  cent  of  the  member- 
sbfo  in  this  International  Federation  is 
nuuM  up  of  Technical  Engineers  and  Ar- 
chitects; and 

WHEREAS.  The  logical  branch  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  organize 
these  Technical  Engineers  and  Architects 
is  the  International  Federation  of  Drafts- 
men's  Union;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  name  of  our  Interna- 
tional will  be  changed  to  meet  the  broad- 
ened Jurisdiction;  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED.   That  the  jarisdiction  of  the 
International      Federation     of      Draftsman's 
Unions    be   and    hereby    is    extended    to    in- 
clude   all    of    the    Technical    Engineers    and 
Architectural    Workers    in    field   and    office. 
Referred    to    Committee    on    Adjustment. 
Resolution    No.     S — By    Delegate    Wm.     D. 
Clark,  of  the  International  Steel  and  Copper 
Plate    Printers'    Union    of    North    America. 
WHEREAS^  There  is  in  the  United  Stetes 
at   the   present  time   more   paper   money   in 
circulation    than    at    any    previous    time    in 
her  history;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  percentage  of  the 
paper  money  in  circulation  in  the  sections 
of  the  United  SUtes  far  removed  or  re- 
mote from  the  Treasury  or  sab-Treasuries,  es- 
pecially in  the  South,  Southwest  and  West, 
is  so  soiled,  dirty  and  worn  that  for  sanitary 
reasons  it  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  thou- 
sands of  cit'.tens  who  daily  use  or  handle  It; 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  banks  have  to  defray 
the  express  charges  for  the  exchange  of  this 
soiled,  dirty  and  worn  paper  money  for  new 
money,  and  this  is  a  burden  that  should 
not  be  borne  by  the  banks  but  by  the  United 
States  Government,  because  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  supply  and  provide 
its  citisens  with  sufficient  new  and  clean 
money  to  transact  their  business;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  assembled  in 
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Atlantic  City.  N.  J.,  petition  the  Conffrets 
of  the  United  States  to  enact  each  legisla- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  to  permit  the 
banks  of  this  country  to  transport  for  ex- 
change soiled,  dirty  and  worn  paper  money 
without  any  cost  or  expense  to  the  banks 
whatever;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  to  the 
thirty-ninth  annual  Ck>nvention  of  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labor,  assembled  in 
Atlantic  City.  N.  J.,  petitioned  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  enact  such  legisla- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  to  permit  the 
banks  of  this  country  to  transport  for  ex- 
change soiled,  dirty  and  worn  paper  money 
without  any  cost  or  expense  to  the  banks, 
whatever;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this 
Convention  and  that  copies  be  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  the  Vice- 
President,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury    of   the   United    States. 

Referred   to   Committee  on   Education. 

Resolution  No.  4— By  Delegates  William 
S.  Brown  and  Robert  L.  Goelet,  of  the  Na- 
tional Marine  Engineers*  Beneficial  Associa- 
tion. 

WHEREAS.  Since  the  application  of 
steam  machinery  to  marine  propulsion  there 
has  ever  been  a  constantly  growing  exten- 
sion of  the  same,  conducive  to  the  many 
phases  of  various  and  complex  systems  and 
types  of  machinery  now  in  use:  with  a  fu- 
ture field  prospective  of  unlimited  contin- 
ed  progressive  advancement  as  will  be  the 
result  of  necessity  and  engineering  skill: 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  modem  marine  engineer, 
being  a  product  of  his  environment,  has  of 
necessity  advanced  in  knowledge  of  tech- 
nical and  practical  engineering  commen- 
surate to  such  requirements  and  responsi- 
bilities as  caretaker  of  present-day  marine 
inventions  and  installations:  and 

WHEREAS.  This  condition,  together  with 
the  ever-increasing  size  of  ships,  units  of 
power  and  diversity  of  machinery,  has  so 
increased  the  labors  of  the  marine  engi- 
neer that  it  often  develolves  upon  him  to 
perform  work  on  ship  while  in  port  which 
is  the  rightful  heritage  of  workers  of  other 
trades,  and  which  he  feels  disposed  to  be 
relieved  and  have  done  by  such  workers  un- 
der his  supervision,  and  as  he  may  be  will- 
ing to  become  responsible  for;  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  at  this,  its  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention,  appoint  a  suitable  and 
qualified  committee  to  whom  shall  be  as- 
signed the  duty  of  determining  and  tabulat- 
ing the  work  aboard  ships  which  should  be 
performed  by  machinists  and  other  crafts- 
men while  ships  are  in  dock  or  port. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resohition  No.  6 — By  Brewery  Workers* 
Delegation : 

WHEREAS,  The  President  of  the  United 
States  has.  by  Executive  Order,  given  instruc- 
tions to  stop  all  brewing  of  beer,  as  well  as 
near   beer,   on  December   1st.   1918;  and 

WHEREAS.   The   War  Emergency   Prohibi- 


tion Bill,  as  passed  by  Congress,  both  houses 
agreeing,  and  signed  by  the  President  on 
November  21st.  1918.  provides  that  the 
manufacture  of  beer,  as  wdl  as  its  sale,  must 
be  discontinued  July  1st.  1919,  and  untU  the 
demobilization  of  troops  has  taken  place;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Constitutional 
Prohibition  Amendment,  passed  by  Congress, 
both  houses  agreeing,  has  been  ratified  by  the 
necessary  number  of  States  to  make  Nation- 
al Prohibition  a  part  of  the  organic  laws 
of  the  United  SUtes :  and 

WHEREAS.  All  the  foregoing  is  princi- 
pally intended  to  deprive  the  workers  of 
America  of  the  means  to  secure  legally  a 
glass  of  beer  after  their  day's  labor;  and 

WHEREAS.  All  this  restrictive  and  sump- 
tuary legislation  has  the  effect  of  destroying 
part  of  the  American  Labor  Movement  and 
is  seriously  crippling  many  international 
organisations  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  in 
Atlantic  City,  expresses  its  d'sapproval  of 
war-time  prohibition  and  that  a  strong  pro- 
test from  the  delegates  to  this  convention 
be  forwarded  to  the  government  at  Washing- 
ton, setting  forth  in  a  most  emphatic  man- 
ner the  opinion  of  the  delegates  to  this 
fonvention  that  the  present  mild  beers  of 
2%,  per  cent  alcohol  by  weight  should  be 
exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  eign- 
teenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  awl 
also  from  the  provision  of  the  War  Prohibi- 
tion Measure;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  and 
is  hereby  instructed  to  conv^  these  ex- 
pressions through  a  Committee  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  to  the  Con- 
gress, and  to  do  everything  in  its  power  to 
preserve  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
their    freedom,    liberty    and    democracy. 

Michael  F.  Greene,  President,  United  Hat- 
ters  of   North   America. 

Martin  Lawlor.  Secretary-Treasurer,  United 
Hatters    of   North    America. 

Sara  A.  Conboy,  Secretary-Treasurer 
United    Textile    Workers    of    America. 

B.  A.  Larger,  Secretary.  United  Garment 
Workers  of  America. 

Wm.  L.  Hutcheson.  President.  United 
Brotherhood  of  Corpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America. 

Frank     Feeney.     President.     International 
Union   of   Elevator   Constructors. 

Thos.  J.  Curtis,  Tunnel  and  Subway  Con- 
structors. 

Edw.  I.  Hannah.  International  Union  of 
Pavers,  Rammermen.  Flag  Layers.  Bridge 
and   Stone  Curb   Setters. 

Jas.  H.  Hatch.  President.  Upholsterers  and 
Trimmers'  International  Union  of  North 
America. 

Milton  Snellinflv.  General  President  of  the 
International  Union  of  Steam  and  Operating 
Engineers. 

Benj.  Sehlesinger.  President.  International 
Ladies'   Garment   Workers'   Union. 

Wm.  McCarthy.  International  Secretary, 
International  Alliance  of  Bill  Posters  and 
Billers  of  America. 

Wm.  J.  McSorley,  General  President,  Wood, 
Wire  and  Metal  Lathers'  International  Union. 

Dominick  D'Alessandro.  President,  inter- 
national Hod  Carriers,  Building  and  Com- 
mon Laborers'  Union  of  America. 
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John  J.  H]riMs»  General  President,  Amaism- 
mate<|  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International 
Alliance. 

M.  F.  Garrett,  General  Orffaniaer,  United 
Association  of  Plnmbers  and  Steam  Fitters 
of  the  United  Stetes  and   Canada. 

Wm.  J.  Speneer,  Secretary-Treasurer, 
Baildinff  Trades  Department,  A.  F.  of  L. 

C.  It.  Shamp,  International  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  International  Brotherhood  of  Sta- 
tionery Firemen  and  Oilers. 

John  H.  Donlin,  President,  Building  Trades 
Department,    A.    F.   of   L.,    Chicago,    Illinois. 

Geo.  F.  Hedrick,  Brotherhood  of  Painters. 
Decorators  and  Paperhansers  of  America. 

Ed.  J.  McGiven,  President  of  Operative 
Plasterers'  International  Association  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada, 

Chas.  A.  CoUins,  Third  Vice  President. 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperbansers  of  Amer'ca. 

John  A.  VoU,  President,  Glass  BotUe 
Blowers'  Association  of  the  United  States 
and  Canada. 

Jacob  Fischer,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Jour- 
neymen   Barbers'    International   Union. 

Daniel  J.  Tobin.  General  President.  Brother- 
hood of  Teamsters.  ChaufTeurs.  Stablemen 
and  Helpers  of  America. 

Jas.    G.    Hannaban.    Chicago,   Illinois. 

T.  A.  Rickert,  General  President,  United 
Garment  Workers  of  America. 

W.  E.  Bryan.  General  President,  United 
Leather  Workers'  International  Union. 

James  Lord.  President,  Mining  Depart- 
ment, A.  F.  of  L. 

Louis  Weyand.  Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship 
Builders  of  America. 

Jas.  O'Connell.  President,  Metal  Trades  De- 
partment. 

John  Scott,  Secretary-Treasurer,  BaOway 
Employes'    Department.    A.    F.    of    L. 

Chas.  J.  MacGowan.  International  Brother- 
hood of  Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship  Build- 
ers of  America. 

J.  V.  Byan.  Coppersmiths'  International 
Union. 

Wm.  H.  Johnston.  President,  International 
Association  of  Machinists. 

Wm.  A. .  Smith, .  Secretary-Treasurer,  In- 
ternational Asso.  of  Fire  Fighters. 

A.  A.  Myrup,  International  Treasurer, 
Bakery  and  Confectionery  Workers'  Inter- 
national Union  of  America. 

John  Coefteld,  Acting  General  President, 
Association    Plumbers   and   Steamfltters. 

E.  W.  Leonard.  General  Organizer,  United 
Association  of  Phimbers  and  Steam  Fitters. 

Chas.  Dold,  President.  Piano  and  Organ 
Workers'   Union  of  America. 

E.  N.  Nockels.  Secretary,  Chicago  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

Dennis  Lane,  Secretary-Treasurer.  Amalga- 
mated Meat  Cutters  and  Butcher  Workmen 
of  North   America. 

W.  D.  Mahon.  Amalgamated  Association 
of  Street  and  Electric  Railway  Employes 
of   America. 

John  J.  Manning.  Secretary-Treasurer. 
Union    Label    Trades   Department. 

J.  B.  Etchison.  Intemat'onal  Hod  Carriers, 
Building  and  Common  Laborers. 

A.  O.  Wharton,  International  Association 
of    Machinists. 

John  J.  Connolly,  International  Associa- 
tion   of    Machinists. 

Martin  F.  Ryan,  Brotherhood  Railway  Car- 
men   of   America. 

Walter  Green,  Secretary-Treasurer,  United 
Mine  Workers  of  America. 


Thomas  L.  Hughes,  General  Secretary,  In- 
tematfonal  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  of 
America. 

James  C.  Shanessy.  General  Organiser, 
Journeymen  Barbers'  International  Union  of 
America. 

Frank  J.  Hayes,  President,  United  Mine 
Worker   of   America. 

P.  J.  Morrin,  President,  International 
Association  of  Bridge,  Structural  and  Orna- 
mental Iron  Workers. 

Harry  Jones,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Inter- 
national Association  of  Bridge,  Structural 
and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers 

Sam  Griggs,  President,  Journeymen  Stone 
Cutters,   Associatk>n  of   North   America. 

John  Golden,  President,  United  TextUe 
Workers  of  America. 

James  Duncan,  Quincy,  Mass.,  General 
President,  Granite  Cutters*  Association  and 
Vice  President,  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

John  Frey,  Editor,  International  Molders* 
Journal. 

James    Wilson,    President,    Pattern   Makers. 

H.  J.  Conway,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Re- 
tail Clerks'  International  Protective  Asso- 
ciation. 

Frank  Duffy,  General  Secretary,  Brother- 
hood   of   Carpenters   and   Joiners. 

H.  W.  Brown,  International  Association  of 
Machinists. 

H.  M.  Comerford,  International  Union  of 
Steam    and    Operating    Engineers. 

E.  L.  Edgerton,  International  Union  Steam 
and  Operating  Engineers. 

Albert  Peterson,  International  Union  of 
Steam   and    Operating   Engineers. 

Robert  C.  Schneider,  Bakery  and  Confee- 
ttonery   Workers*    International   Union. 

Peter  Beisel,  Bakery  and  Confectionery 
Workers'    International   Union. 

James  J.  Doyle,  Coopers'  International 
Union. 

Andrew  C.  Hughes,  President  Coopers* 
International  Union. 

H.  B.  Perham,  Past  President,  Order  or 
Railroad  Telegraphers. 

Matthew  WoU,  President,  International 
Photo   Engravers*   Union. 

C.  L.  Baine,  General  Seereary-Treasurer, 
Boot  and  Shoe  Workers. 

Jos.  W.  Morton,  Vice  President.  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  SUtionary  Firemen 
and  Oilers. 

Joseph  V.  Moreschi,  International  Hod 
Carriers,  Building  and  Common  Laborers* 
Elxecutive  Council,  of  Chicago  and  vicinity. 

W.  F.  Dwyer,  of  San  Francisco,  Interna- 
tional Hod  Carriers,  Building  and  Common 
Laborers  of  America. 

J.  M.  Gavlak,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  General  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer, International  Slate  and 
TUe   Roofers'   Union   of   America. 

Alex  W.  Russell,  Granite  Cutters*  Inter- 
national   Association    of    America. 

Walter  N.  Reddick,  President,  Interna- 
tional    Brotherhood    of     Bookbinders. 

Geo.  L.  Berry,  President,  International 
Printing  Pressmen  and  Assistants*  Union  of 
North    America. 

H.  C.  Diehl,  Metal  Polishers'  International 
Union. 

Chas.  C.  Shay,  International  Alliance  of 
Theatrical    Stage    Employes. 

Thomas  S.  Farrell,  Emanuel  Koveleski,  Ed- 
ward Flore,  Jere  L.  Sullivan.  John  J.  Mo- 
Devitt,  representing  the  H.  &  R.  E.  I.  * 
B.  L  L.  of  A. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMBRICAN    FEDERATION    OF    LABOR 


19ft 


John  M.  GiUespie.  International  Brotlier- 
hood  of  Teamsters. 

Albert  Adamski.  United  Garment  Workers 
of  America. 

C.  F.  Foley.  J.  B.  L  U.  of  A. 

John  Sullivan,  International  Union  United 
Brewery,  Flonr,  Cereal  and  Soft  Drink 
Workers    of    America. 

John  Rader,  International  Union  of  United 
Brewery,  Floor,  Cereal  and  Soft  Drink 
Workers  of  America. 

Joseph  OberfffelU  Joseph  Proebstle,  A.  J. 
Knider,  representinir  the  International  Union 
of  United  Brewery,  Flonr,  Cereal,  Soft  Drink 
W/>rkers  of  America. 

J.  L.  Wines,  Central  Labor  Council,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 

R.  G.  Knutson.  Central  Labor  Council,  La 
Crosse.  Wis. 

John  T.  Smith,  Central  Labor  Council. 
Kansas   City,  Mo. 

E.  G.  Hall,  President,  Minncsoto  StoU  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

John  A.  Bans,  Baltimore  Federation  of 
Labor,    Baltimore,    Md. 

Henry  Ott,  Ohio  SteU  Federation  of  La- 
bor. 

Grant  Fink,  Dayton,  Ohio,  Central  Labor 
Union. 

John  B.  Colpoys,  Washington  Central  La- 
bor Union. 

John  Hoehn,  PitUlmrgh,  Pa.,  Central  La- 
bor  Union. 

Peter  BoUenbacher,  Pennaylvaaia  Feder- 
ation   of    Labor. 

P.  W.  Flynn,  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly, 
St.   Paul. 

E.  H.  Mets,  0.  L.  U.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Jean  B.  Spielman,  Central  Labor  Union. 
New   Ulm,   Minn. 

Wm.  E.  Neu,  Central  Labor  Unton,  Indian- 
apolis.  Ind. 

Chas.  Fox,  President,  Indiana  State  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

J.  W.  Warner,  C.  L.  U.,  Lake  County. 
Indiana. 

James  P.  Holland,  President,  New  York 
State  Federation  of  Labor. 

Frank  Hoflhnan,  Trades  and  Labor  Assem- 
bly, Minneapolis.  Minn. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  6 — By  Delegates  William 
S.  Brown  and  Robert  L.  Goelet,  of  the  Na- 
tional Marine  Bnirineers*  Beneficial  Associa- 
tion. 

WHEREAS.  In  the  development  of  me- 
chanically propelled  vessels  there  has  come 
into  existence  a  type  of  ship  known  ss 
"mother  ships'*  propdled  by  internal  com- 
bustion engines,   and 

WHEREAS.  This  type  of  vessel  has,  as 
a  requirement  of  commerce,  reached  such  di- 
mensions that  necessitated  them  being 
placed  under  the  rules  and  Inspection  provi- 
sions of  the  United  States  Steamboat  In- 
spection Service,  and  to  be  operated  by  en- 
gineers examined  and  licensed  by  such  ser- 
vice; and 

WHEREAS,  The  licensed  marine  engi- 
neers of  this  type  of  vessel  are  now  govern- 
ed by  regulations  working  rules  and  wage- 
scales  of  the  Marine  Engineers'  Beneficial 
Association,  and  are  in  no  way  governed  by 
any  other  labor  organisation  and  can  by  no 
possible  argument  be  properly  subject  to 
their    Jurisdiction,    therefore   be   it 

RESOLVED,   That  the  American   Federa- 


tion of  Labor,  at  this,  its  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention,  rule  that  all  Marine  Engi- 
neers operating  under  authority  of  licenses 
issued  by  the  United  States  Steamboat  In- 
spection Service,  should  do  so  under  the 
card,  rules,  and  membership  of  the  Marine 
Engineers'  Beneficial  Association  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  7 — By  Delegate  George  A. 
Tracy,  of  the  California  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS,  It  has  become  the  practice  of 
manufacturers,  producers  and  others  to  ac- 
cumulate and  hoard  large  quantities  of  com- 
modities, foods,  products,  dairy  products, 
goods,  wearing  apparel  and  articles  enter- 
ing the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  practice  leads  to  arti- 
ficial conditions  of  distribution,  panics,  spec- 
ulation, price  fixing.  Industrial  unrest,  im- 
pure and  deteriorated  goods,  foods  and  food 
products,  wearing  apparel  and  articles  en- 
tering into  their  manufacture,  being  disposed 
of  in  ways  and  by  methods  other  than  by 
natural  distribution  methods ;  now*  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  body  call  upon 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Legislatures  of  the  various  States  to  enact 
laws  compelling  each  and  every  box,  barrel, 
bottle,  can,  aarton  or  container  of  such 
foods,  or  food  products,  and  each  and  every 
article  of  wearing  apparel  or  article  enter- 
ing the  manufacture  of  wearing  apparel,  to 
bear  an  imprint  of  the  date  of  its  growth, 
origin,  production  or  manufacture,  and  if 
any  of  such  foods,  food  products,  dairy  prod- 
ucts, wearing  apparel  or  article  entering 
the  manufacture  thereof,  be  stored,  the  date 
of  such  storage  to  be  imprinted  thereon; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  body  call  upon 
the  Congress*  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Legiblatures  of  the  various  States  to  pro- 
vide in  the  aforesaid  laws  a  time  limit 
within  which  any  of  aforesaid  stamped 
foods,  food  products,  wearing  apparel,  etc., 
shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  consumer, 
on  penalty  of  confiscation,  or  fine,  or  both. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  8 — By  Delegate  Peter  Bol- 
lenbacher,  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  Paper  Mill  Workers  of 
Tyronne,  Pennsylvania,  were  forced  to  go 
on  a  strike  against  the  West  Virginia  Pulp 
and  Paper  Company,  twenty  (20)  weeks 
ago,  for  the  right  to  organise;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  War  Labor 
Board  has  urged  employers  not  to  interfere 
with  their  employees'  right  to  organise;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  West  Virginia  Pulp  and 
Paper  Company  has  ignored  the  request  of 
the  War  Labor  Board,  and  on  the  imminence 
of  a  strike  has  refused  all  efforts  of  concil- 
iation; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Pennsylvania  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled, 
that  we  endorse  the  strike  of  the  workers 
against  the  West  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper 
Company;  and.  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  this 
convention  do  urge  upon  their  various  locals 
that  they   give   all   the   moral   and   financial 


Digitized  by 


Google 


196 


REPORT    OF    PROCEEDINGS 


support  possible  to  assist  in  winning  this 
strike;  and  therefore,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  ask  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  endorse  the  efforts 
of  the  Paper  Mill  Workers  to  secure  the 
fundamental   riirht  of   collective   barsraininff. 

Referred   to   Committee   on   Orffanixatlon. 

Resolution  No.  9 — By  Delegate  Peter  Bol- 
lenbacher,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federatlom 
of  Labor. 

WHEREAS.  It  is  aUeffed  that,  due  to  a 
blockade  of  Russian  ports,  starvation  is 
rampant  in  Russia,  causing  thousands  of 
deaths  and  much  suffering;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  laboring  people  we  be- 
lieve that  democracy  calls  for  alleviation  of 
suffering  and  that  food  should  not  be  de- 
nied to  any  people  or  nation  not  at  war  with 
this  country:  and 

WHEREAS,  We  hold  further  that,  as  a 
democracy,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  nothing  to 
interfere  in  the  form  of  government  de- 
sired by  any  people;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  €he  Pennsylvania  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  that  we  recommend  to  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  that  it  take  such  steps  as 
are  necessary  to  lift  the  alleged  blockade  of 
Russian  ports  and  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  permit  food,  clothing,  etc.,  to  be  for- 
^  waxded  to  the  Russian  people. 

Referx^d  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  10 — ^By  Ddegate  J.  Deu- 
telbaum,  of  the  Detroit  Federation  of 
Labor. 

BY    INSTRUCTIONS:— 

Resolved,  That  this,  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  go  on  record  to  change  Labor  Day 
from  the  first  Monday  in  September  to  May 
first,  and  that  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  be  and  is  hereby  instructed  to 
carry  out  the  intent  and  purposes  of  this 
resolution  during  their  term  of  office. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  11 — By  Delegate  John  B. 
Colpoys,  of  the  Washington  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WHEREAS.  After  many  years  of  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  through  its  President,  Executive 
Council  and  the  International  Unions,  there 
was  created  by  act  of  Congress,  a  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  known  as  the 
Department  of  Labor,  the  organic  act  cre- 
ating it  stating  as  its  fundamental  duties 
to  be,  "To  foster  and  promote  the  interests 
of   the   wt>rking   people;*'   and 

WHEREAS,  This  Department  has  been 
presided  over  by  Hon.  William  B.  Wilson, 
under  whose  guidance  yeoman  service  has 
been  rendered  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
through  improvements  which  have  been 
brought  about  in  the  conditions  of  the 
working  people  by  the  aid  and  assistance 
given  them  by  agencies  of  this  department; 
and 

WHEREAS,  During  the  period  of  the 
war  several  new  divisions  were  created 
which  have  proved  to  be  of  invaluable  as- 
sistance to  the  working  people  of  this  coun- 


try and  the  continuance  of  which  will  ma- 
terially aid  their  conditions  if  they  are  al- 
lowed to  be  made  permanent  adjuncts  to 
this  department;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  potency  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  can  be  raised  or  lowered  in 
accordance  with  the  sympathy  towards  the 
just  aspiration  of  the  toilers,  in  so  far  as 
its  official  head  may  know  these  needs,  to- 
gether with  appropriations  which  Congress 
may  pass  for  the  maintenance  of  this  de- 
partment; and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Commerce,  two  departments  of  our 
government  which  have  been  created  to 
render  assistance  to  the  farmers  and  busi- 
ness interests,  respectively,  have  been  dealt 
with  liberally  in  the  matter  of  appropriations 
by  which  they  have  been  of  material  as- 
sistance to  the  classes  they  represent; 
therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  we.  the  delegates  to 
the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  commend  the 
Hon.  William  B.  Wilson  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  has  directed  the  work  of  the 
Department  of  Labor  and  that  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  lend  every  assistance  in  having 
Congress  appropriate  funds  that  this  de- 
partment may  grow  in  efficiency  in  its 
efforts  to  further  the  conditions  of  the  toil- 
ers; and  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  render  every  sssist- 
anee  possible  toward  having  Congress  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  expansions  which 
will  aid  the  toilers  and  that  the  delegates 
from  the  State  Federations  and  City  Central 
Labor  Unions  have  their  Secretaries  write  to 
the  Senators  from  their  States  and  the 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
urging  upon  them  to  aid  in  having  the  De- 
partment of  Labor  adequately  provided  for 
in  the  matter  of  appropriations;  and  fur- 
ther 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  send  a  copy 
of  this  resolution,  to  each  city  and  State 
body  affiliated,  and  to  the  President  of  the 
United  SUtes,  Senate  and  the  Sp<Mtker  of 
the    House    of    Representatives. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  12— By  Delegate  J.  C.  Put- 
nam, of  the  Panama  Canal  Central  Labor 
Union : 

WHEREAS,  At  the  present  time  there  are 
approximately  8850  American  citizens  em- 
ployed by  The  Panama  Canal  and  Panama 
Railroad    Company   on   the   Canal   Zone;   and 

WHEREAS.  About  80  per  cent  of  this 
force  are  members  of  organized  labor,  ana 

WHEREAS,  The  rules  and  regulations  un- 
der which  they  work  and  live  are  estab- 
lished by  Presidential  Executive  Orders  and 
Official  Circulars,  promulgated  by  the  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Panama  Canal  and  Pan- 
ama Railroad  Company,  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  drafting,  preparation, 
consideration  and  adoption  of  such  rules  and 
regulations,  these  employees  have  neither  rep- 
resentation nor  voice  as  organizations  or  the 
right  of  franchise  as  American  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  result  of  such  policy  of 
administration  determination  of  all  new  laws. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMBRIOAM    FBDESATION   OP   LABOR 


197 


rules  and  resolatloiM  «ff«etins  large  Bomben 
of  Ameriean  eitisei»»  who  have  no  voice  or 
vote,  is  detrimental  to  the  general  welfare 
of  organized  labor  on   the   Canal  Zone;   and 

WHEREIA.S,  The  issnance  of  sneh  new  mlet 
and  regulations  from  time  to  time,  directly 
affecting  every  day  living  conditions  of  em- 
ployees on  the  Canal  Zone  without  any  refer- 
ence to  them,  has  caused  much  discontent; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  application  of  such  ad- 
ministrative rule  is  contrary  to  Ameriean 
standards  and  general  practice  and  directly 
opposed  to  the  tenets  and  principles  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  interests  of  orgaliised 
labor  demand  that  thev  be  given  at  least 
the  privilege  of  review  before  such  rules  and 
regulations  become  effective;  therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Panama  Canal  Ped- 
eration  of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  can 
on  the  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  use  all  means  in  their  power  to  se- 
cure equitable  adjustment  of  these  existing 
conditions,  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Resolution  be  pre- 
sented to  the  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  be  held  in  Atiantic  City, 
New  Jersey,  on  June  9,  1919.  by  the  dele- 
gate from  this  Central  Labor  Union  with  the 
view  of  having  same  incorporated  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Convention. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  18 — By  Ddegate  Peter  Bol- 
lenbacher  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  railroad  managers  are 
consistently  interfering  with  the  efforts  of 
the  Government  to  make  Government  Ownei^ 
ship  of  Railroads  a  financial  success,  by  pil- 
ing up  needless  expenses  and  by  placing 
an  manner  of  obstacles  in  the  way  of  effl- 
eient    administration;    therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Federation  of  Labor  make  an  inves- 
tigation of  these  conditions  in  this  State,  and 
that  we  call  upon  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  Convention  to  make  similar  investi- 
gations   in  other   parts   of   the   country. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  14.— By  Delegate  John  B. 
Colpoys,  of  the  Washington  Central  Labor 
Union : 

WHEREAS,  The  residents  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  nvunbering  more  than  450,000 
are  the  only  ones  in  this  country  who  oo 
not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  exercising  the 
franchise,  who  are  taxed  without  represen- 
tation, and  who  have  no  voice  in  electing 
representatives  of  Congress  and  the  Electoral 
College;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  secure  this  privilege,  which 
should  be  a  right,  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
constitutional  amendment  adopted  which  re- 
quires a  two-thirds  vote  of  Congress  and  a 
ratification  of  three-fourths  of  the  States; 
and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  now  before  Congress 
a  joint  resolution,  H.  J.  Res.  82.  which  pro- 
vides   by    constitutional    amendment    for    rep- 


resentation in  both  houses  of  Congress  and 
electors  for  President  and  Vice  President; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we,  the  delegates  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Amer- 
iean Federation  of  Labor  favor  the  passage 
of  H.  J.  Res.  82  and  will  render  every  assis- 
tance possible  to  the  Washington  Central 
Labor  Union  in  their  efforts  to  secure  univer- 
sal suffrage  for  the  residents  of  the  Dlstnck 
of  Columbia. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  16 — By  Delegate  J.  C.  Put- 
nam of  the  Panama  Canal  Central  Labor 
Union : 

WHEREAS,  The  organisations  on  the 
Chnal  Zon^  afllliated  with  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  have  for  years  past  used 
their  best  efforts  to  protect  American  work- 
men on  the  Canal  Zone  against  constant  in- 
fringement upon  their  positions  by  cheap 
Alien   labor,   and 

WHEREAS,  Resolution  No.  2,  passed  by 
the  Metal  Trades  Convention  at  St.  Paul, 
Hinn.,  June  6,  1918.  was  submitted  by  this 
Council  for  this  specific  purpose,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  general  conditions  com- 
plained of  in  said  Resolution  remain  tne 
same,  but  are  now  being  aggravated  by  two 
organisers,  Messrs.  Severs  and  Allen,  repre- 
senting the  United  Brotherhood  of  Mainten- 
ance of  Way  Employees  and  Railroad  Shop 
Laborers,  who  are  on  the  Canal  Zone  for  the 
purpose  of  organising  these  aliens  into  their 
international  as  tradesmen  of  the  various 
crafts  in  which  they  are  employed,  thus 
encroaching  upon  the  rights  of  other  inter- 
nationals represented  upon  the  Canal  Zone, 
and 

*  WHEREAS,  Several  cables  have  been  sent, 
both  to  the  President  of  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Maintenance  of  Way  Employees  and 
Railroad  Shop  Laborers  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Ameriean  Federation  of  Labor,  and  let- 
ters have  also  been  written  to  both  the'  or- 
ganizations aforesaid  asking  for  the  recall  of 
the  two  Organizers  referred  to  and  the  sus- 
pension of  efforts  to  organize  the  aliens  on 
the  Panama  Canal  and 'Panama  Railroad;  be 
It  therefore 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Panama  Canal  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union  is  opposed  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  these  aliens  into  the  trades,  or  posi- 
tions of  skill,  on  the  Canal  Zone  by  the  United 
Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of  Way  Em- 
ployes and  Railroad  Shop  Laborers,  that  we 
demand  the  recall  of  the  organizers  of  the 
above  international  from  the  Canal  Zone,  and 
that  all  future  organization  of  aliens  in  this 
field  be  left  entirely  to  the  nationals  or  inter- 
nationals under  whose  jurisdiction  tlvase  aliens 
properly   belong;   and,   be   it   further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  Convention  assembled  take  imme- 
diate action  wldch  will  give  the  Canal  Zone 
employes  relief  from  the  conditions  complained 
of  in  these  resolutions,  that  the  demands  out- 
lined herein  be  complied  with,  that  Resolut 
tion  No.  2  referred  to  above  be  indorsed  and 
that  such  action  be  taken  by  this  convention 
which  will  remove  the  aliens  in  the  employ 
of  the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad 
from  all  positions  above  the  grade  of  common 
Ubor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 
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Resolution  No.  16 — By  Delegate  Peter 
Bollenbaclier  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  It  is  apparent  that  some  con- 
crete official  and  intelligent  policy  is  neces- 
sary, on  the  part  of  the  Amencan  I^bor 
Movement,  to  assist  in  the  fight  to  secure 
a  new  trial  or  freedom  for  Tom  Mooney; 
and 

WHEREAS.  All  those  wh.>  understand 
'the  American  Labor  Moveraeot  know  that 
the  official  action  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  on  questions  of  this  nature 
mean  much  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
dMired  attainments;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Federation  of  Labor  believe  that  all  the 
power  at  our  command  should  be  utilized 
to  secure  justice  for  Mooney:  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Pennsylvania  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled, 
that  we  reiterate  our  belief  in  the  innocence 
of  Mooney  and  our  firm  purpose  to  do  all 
in  our  power  to  secure  for  him  a  new  trial 
or  unconditional  freedom:  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  call  upon  the  reg- 
ular convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  meeting  next  month,  to  clearly 
define  and  map  out  plans  and  policies  and 
put  them  into  operation,  to  the  end  that  a 
new  trial  be  granted  to  Mooney,  or  that 
he  be  given  his  unconditional  freedom:  and. 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  our  delegate  to  the 
next  American  Federation  of  Labor  Conven- 
ton  be  instructed  to  present  this  resolution 
to   the   Convention   for  definite  action. 

Referred   to   Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  17— By  Delegate  T.  F.  Bums 
of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  Central  Labor  CouncO. 

WHEREAS,  The  committees  selected  by 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  are  not  represen- 
tative since  they  are  composed  exclusively  of 
the  officers  of  national  and  international 
un'ons.  while  the  delegates  who  represent 
the  central  bodies  have  no  voice  in  deter- 
mining the  character  of  committees'  reports, 
thus  creating  an  official  cast  in  the  labor 
movement:  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we,  the  Tacoma  Cen- 
tral  Labor  Council  in  regular  meeting  assem- 
bled, insist  that  the  delegates  who  are  in 
close  touch  with  the  labor  movement  should 
have  proportionate  representation  on  all 
committees. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
Resolution     No.     18 — By     Delegate     T.     F. 
Burns,    of    Tacoma,    Wash.,      Central      Lalwr 
Council. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  spirit  of  unrest 
permeating  the  labor  movement  of  the  world, 
including  the  organized  workers  of  these 
United  States;  the  working  class  is  seeking 
the  means  whereby  to  give  expression  to  Its 
aspirations  for  greater  democracy  in  the  labor 
movement ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  system  of  voting  now  tn 
vogue  in  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention,  whereby 
sixty-five  ddegates  by  eombin'ng  on  roU 
call  vote,  may  determine  the  policy  for  tbe 
whole  labor  movement  of  the  United  States; 
and 


WHEREAS,  Such  power  'n  the  hands  of  a 
small  number  of  men  is  very  dangerous,  ana 
necessarily  brings  abuses  that  can  only  be 
corrected  by  restoring  the  power  to  the  rank 
and  file;  therefore,  be   it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Tacoma  Central  Labor 
Council,  in  regular  meeting  assembled,  we 
urge  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  adopt  a  more  demo- 
cratic and  equitable  system  of  voting  than 
that  now  in  operation. 

Referred   to   Committee  on  Laws. 

Resolution  No.  19 — By  La  Crosse,  Wis., 
Trades   and   Labor   Council: 

WHEREAS.  On  July  10th.  1918,  the  La 
Crosse  Plow  Company,  of  La  Crosse,  Wis., 
discharged  one  of  their  employes — one  Albert 
Reichgeld,  member  of  Blacksmith's  Union 
No.  468— and  gave  as  their  reason  for  so 
doing  in  the  presence  of  U.  S.  Conciliator 
G.  Y.  Harry,  that  he,  Albert  Reichgeld,  had 
Joined  the  Blacksmiths'  Union,  and  was  mo- 
tive in  soliciting  others  to  do  the  same;  and 

WHEREAS,  Harry  Hirseheimer,  vice  pres- 
ident of  the  La  Crosse  Plow  Co.,  admittea 
to  the  discharged  employe  in  the  presence 
of  a  witness,  also  to  our  local  organiser, 
R.  G.  Knutson,  and  Mr.  G.  Y.  Harry,  Com- 
missioner of  Conciliation  of  the  Department 
of  Labor,  that  the  discharged  employe,  Mr. 
Reichgeld,  in  his  union  activities  was  not 
using  the  time  of  his  employer,  or  the  time 
of   the  other  employes   of  the  plant,  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  a  clearly  esteblished  fact 
that  the  discharged  employe  was  not  using 
the  time  of  his  employer  or  his  fellow  em- 
ployes :n  his  activities  and  it  would  there- 
fore be  considered  a  "legitimate  trade  union 
activities,"  according  to  the  principles  and 
policies  promulgated  by  President  Wilson's 
prodamatvon  and  established  by  the  National 
War  Labor  Board,  which  clause  reads,  to 
wit:  "Employers  should  not  discharge  their 
employes  for  membership  in  trades  unions  nor 
for    legitimate    trade    union    activities,**    and 

WHEREAS,  After  all  honorable  means  at 
our  command  locally  had  been  used  we  ap- 
pealed to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor  for 
the  services  of  a  Commissioner  of  Concilia- 
tion who  arrived  about  September  26,  1918, 
and  after  several  conferences  with  Mr. 
Hirschheimer  failed  to  secure  a  settlement 
through  conciliatory  methods,  this  being  our 
last  resort  to  secure  a  settlement,  the  matter 
was  then  submitted  to  the  National  War 
Labor  Board :  and 

WHEREAS,  On  March  5,  1919,  the  Nat'on- 
al  War  Labor  Board  handed  down  a  recom- 
mendation as  follows:  "We  recommend  that 
Albert  Reichgeld  in  this  case  who  was  dis* 
charged  on  July  10th.  be  offered  employment 
with  the  La  Crosse  Plow  Co.,  without  ae- 
motion,  and  that  he  be  paid  for  the  time  lost 
since  his  dismissal,  m'nus  any  other  earnings 
reeeived  by  him  for  services  rendered  in  other 
employment.  We  recommend  this  action  be- 
cause the  evidence  shows  that  his  work  was 
satisfactory  and  that  his  dismissal  was  due 
to    his    union   affiliation   and    activity,"    and 

WHEREAS,  Upon  receipt  of  this  recom- 
mendation from  the  National  War  Labor 
Board  our  local  representative  waited  upon 
Mr.  Hirschheimer  and  requested  that  he  com- 
ply with  the  recommendations  of  the  war 
Labor  Board,  which  he  absolutely  refused  to 
9  do,  and 
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WHEREAS,  We  f«el  that  we  have  exerted 
all  means  withlii  oar  power  to  ■eeore  a 
peaceable  settlement  of  this  ease,  and  have 
failed  in  our  attempts,  now  therefore,   be  tt 

RESOLVED.  That  we  the  La  Crosse  Trades 
and  Labor  Council  request  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  that  the  prodaets  of 
the  La  Crosse  Plow  Co.,  who  are  mannfao- 
tnrers  of  farm  implements  be  placed  on  the 
unfair  list  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  and  be  it  ftirther 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be  sent  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  all  farm  papers,  magazines  and  Farmers* 
Societies  of  Equity  throuffhout  the  country 
for  publication. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Boycotts. 

Resolution  No.  20 — By  Delegates  William 
Quesse,  of  Chicago  Flat  Janitors  Union, 
Local  14S82;  Timothy  Healy,  Joseph  W. 
Morton.  William  J.  Schultz,  Janitors,  No. 
15876}  J.  E.  Holm.  Superintendent  Janitors 
and  Assistants,  15928;  P.  J.  Reardon,  Local 
14936.    Janitors. 

WHEREAS,  The  increased  cost  of  living 
and  the  resultant  necessity  for  an  increased 
wage  is  a  fact  beyond  a  possibility  of  dis- 
pute; and 

WHEREAS,  Practically  all  of  the  Inter- 
national Organizations,  affiliated  with  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  have  recognized  that  fact  by 
granting  an  increased  compensation  and 
hotel  expenses  paid  to  organizers;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil be.  and  they  are  hereby  instructed  by 
this  Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  increase  the  compensation  paid 
to  Organizers  employed  by  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
to  $10.00  per  day  and  that  the  hotel  allow- 
ance shall  be  increased  to  $6.00  per  day. 

Referred   to  Committee  on  Laws. 

Resolution  No.  21 — By  Delegate  E.  H. 
Metz,  South  Bend  Central  Labor  Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  Central  Labor  Body  of 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  has  struggled  to  or- 
ganize the  workers  of  various  crafts  into 
organizations  affiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor!  and 

WHEREAS,  The  labor  movement  in  its 
struggle  has  not  made  any  progress  along 
the   line   intended ;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  at  this  convention  recommend 
to  the  Executive  Council  the  necessity  of 
placing  an  organizer  in  the  South  Bend 
District,  with  a  view  of  organising  the  un- 
organized workers  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 

Referred   to   Committe  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  22 — ^By  Delegates  D'Ales- 
sandro,  W.  F.  Dwyer,  John  Carley,  J.  V. 
Moreschi  and  J.  B.  Etchison  of  the  Inter- 
national Hod  Carriers.  BuUding  and  Com- 
mon Laborers'  Union  of  America. 

WHEREAS.  The  National  Committee  for- 
med at  the  St.  Paul  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  accordanpe 
with  Resolution  No.  29  for  the  purpose  of 
organising    the    workers    in    the    steel    indus- 


try has  organized  thousands  of  eommon 
laborers  both  inside  and  outside  the  mills,  in- 
cluding bricklayers'  helpers,  plasterers'  help- 
ers, men  building  sewers  and  streets  and  other 
laborers  who  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  International  Hod  Carriers.  BuUding  and 
Common  Laborers'  Union  of  America:  and 

WHEREAS.  Members  of  the  International 
Hod  Carriers.  Building  and  Common  Labor- 
ers* Union  of  America  have  been  compelled 
to  pay  initiation  fees  to  the  National  Com- 
mittee, which  has  refused  to  transfer  these 
laborers  to  the  International  Hod  Carriers. 
Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Union  of 
America,  but  has  distributed  them  to  various 
National  and  International  Unions,  espe- 
cially the  Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron. 
Steel  and  Tin  Workers,  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  tbe  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  held  in  AtUntic  City.  N.  J., 
instruct  the  National  Committee  and  the 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron.  Steel  and 
Tin  Workers  to  transfer  all  the  laborers 
mentioned  in  this  resolution  to  the  Interna- 
tional Hod  Carriers,  Building  and  Common 
Laborers*    Union    of    America. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  28 — By  Central  Labor 
Union.    Marion.    Ohio : 

WHEREAS,  There  are  ever  recurring  con- 
troversies between  employers  and  employes 
over  the  division  of  the  wealth  created  by 
the  employes  by  the  use  of  the  machinery  of 
production  owned  by  the  employers,  and 

WHEREAS.  At  present,  when  the  workers 
of  one  branch  of  an  industry  go  on  strike 
they  often  lose  the  battle  because  other 
workers  of  a  different  branch  of  the  same 
industry,  in  the  same  town  or  even  same 
establishment,  or  workers  of  the  same  branch 
of  industry  in  a  different  locality,  or  work- 
ers of  a  different  industry  upon  which  the 
industry  of  the  strikers  is  dependent,  being 
bound  by  contracts  that  expire  at  different 
times  from  those  who  are  on  strike,  remain 
at  work,  thus  virtually  scabbing  on  their 
fellow  workers  and  helping  to  defeat  them; 
and 

WHEREAS.  If  the  employes  are  to  win 
they  must  recognize  the  fact  that  all  work- 
ers are  brothers;  that  an  injury  to  one  ts 
an  injury  to  all,  that  in  solidarity  there  is 
power,  that  by  a  united  demand  often  con- 
cessions could  be  gained  without  a  strike,  and 
that  in  order  to  win  they  must  put  them- 
selves in  a  position  so  that  when  necessary 
they  can  make  common  cause  with  their 
fellow  workers  and  all  act  in  concert;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  goes  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of 
all  unions  in  the  United  States— except  those 
industries  in  which  the  state  of  trade 
makes  it  more  advantageous  to  make  con- 
tracts at  a  different  time — having  their  con- 
tracts with  their  employers  made  for  only 
one  year,  and  all  to  bear  date  of  May  I. 
May  1  of  each  year  to  be  observed  by  union 
labor  as  a  holiday;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
convention  that  all  delegates  hereto  should 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  the  prin- 
ciples embodied  in  this  resolution  adopted  by 
their  various  state  federations  of  labor,  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200 


REPORT    OF    PROCEEDINGS 


central   bodies,    their   national   and    interna- 
tional and   local   unions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  24 — By  Delegate  Seymour 
Hastings,  of  the  Motion  Picture  Players* 
Union.  No.  16877. 

WHEREAS.  The  Motion  Picture  Producers 
Association  does  not  recognise  the  Motion 
Picture  Players'  Union,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Association's  secretary  is 
the  Secretary  of  the  Motion  Picture  Produo> 
ers'  Service  Bureau,  which  charges  a  com- 
mission fee  of  seven  per  cent  (7%)  per  diem 
to  all  players  who  work  through  tne  said 
Service  Bureau,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  majority  of  the  players 
are  practically  compelled  to  work  through 
the  said  Service  Bureau,  and 

WHEREAS.  There  are  hundreds  of  players 
whose  earnings  average  only  fifteen  dollars 
per  week  and  the  purchasing  price  or  the 
dollar  in  California  has  fallen  to  sixty-two 
cents,  and 

WHEREAS,  Private  employment  agencies 
are  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  organized 
labor;  be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  it  is  in  favur  of  strong  persua- 
sive measures  being  adopted  to  Induce  all 
motion  picture  producers  and  their  man- 
agers to  recognize  the  Motion  Picture  Play- 
ers' Union,  which  charges  no  commission, 
and  to  employ  its  members  through  its 
union. 

Referred   to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  26 — By  Ddegate  Seymour 
Hastings,  Motion  Picture  Players'  Union,  No. 
16877. 

WHEREAS.  The  first  motion  picture  to  be 
made  by  union  labor  exclusively  is  now  be- 
ing produced  by  the  members  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Players'  Union  in  Los  Angeles.  Cali- 
fornia, under  the  direction  of  the  Clancy- 
Super-Play  Corporation,   and 

WHEREAS.  This  photoplay,  called  "The 
Smouldering  Volcano,"  is  to  bear  the  label 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Players'  Union ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  aims  and  objects  of  this 
photoplay  are  to  bring  about  mutual  under- 
standing and  better  relations  between  on- 
ployer  and  employee,  and  to  comnat  the 
spread  of  the  influence  of  Bolshevism 
throughout  the  world,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  story  to  be  produced  has 
been  read  and  endorsed  by  the  Central  Labor 
Council  of  Los  Angeles;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we.  delegates  to  the 
National  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  do  hereby  endorse  the  first 
"union-made"  photoplay,  and  ask  for  it  the 
hearty  co-operation  and  support  of  all  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor,  and  of  the  general 
public  as   well. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  26 — By  Delegate  Seymour 
Hastings,  of  the  Motion  Picture  Players' 
Union,  No.  16877. 

WHEREAS,   The  Motion  Picture  Produc- 


ers' Association  does  not  recognise  the 
Motion   Picture   Players'   Union,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  producer  or  produc- 
ers who  do  not  recognize  the  Motion  Picture 
Players'  Uniofi's  right  to  collective  baimln- 
ing  be  considered  unfair  to  organized  labor 
and  all  trades -unionists  be  requested  to 
withdraw  their  patronage  from  any  of  the 
18.200   houses   that   run   their  pictures. 

Referred   to   Committee  on   Boycotts. 

Resolution  No.  27 — By  Delegate  George 
Sauter,  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  Central  Labor 
Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Central  Labor  Union 
of  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  vieini^  place 
the  matter  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Carmen  seeking  to  force  members  of  various 
crafts  in  shops  throughout  the  country  into 
their  union.  Some  of  these  men  have  beien 
in  organized  craft  bodies  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  do  not  fed  that  they  should  take 
a   card   again   in  the   Carmen's   Un!on. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  28 — By  Stenographers, 
Typewriters,  Bookkeepers  and  Assistants' 
Union,  No.  16406,  of  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

WHEREAS,  W.  A.  Fraser,  Sovereign 
Commander,  of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World, 
has  carried  on  a  campaign  of  discrimination, 
intimidation  and  victimization  against  mem- 
bers of  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Book- 
keepers and  Assistants'  Union  No.  16406 
since  the  union  was  organised  in  January, 
1919,  until  eighteen  union  members  have  been 
discharged,  including  all  union  officers,  and 

WHEREAS,  Members  of  the  Stenograph- 
ers' Union  organized  to  get  relief  from  the 
low  salaries  paid  and  the  excessively  long 
working  day  prevailing  at  Woodmen  head- 
quarters, and  have  use^l  every  honorable 
means  to  adjust  conditions  and  get  fair 
treatment,    and 

WHEREAS,  Attempts  by  committees  from 
the  Stenographers'  Union  and  Omaha  Central 
Labor  Union  to  effect  a  peaceabtd  adjustment 
and  reinstatement  of  discharged  employes  has 
met  with  flat  refusal,  and 

WHEREAS.  Said  W.  A.  Fraser  has  made 
the  statement  that  he  would  spend  fifty  thou-  ' 
sand  dollars  to  crush  the  union  among  his 
office  employes,  and  that  none  of  those  dis- 
charged would  be  reinstated,  "Regardless  of 
what  any  damn  Union  on  Christ's  earth  has 
to  say  in  the  matter,"  and 

WHEREAS,  A  challenge  has  been  issued  to 
organized  labor  by  W.  A.  Fraser  in  these 
words:  "I.  with  my  one  million  members  of 
the  W.  O.  W.  and  the  Sovereign  Visitor 
will  fight  organized  labor  and  its  three  mil- 
lion members,  and  all  the  union  papers  to  a 
finish.  I  have  issued  a  challenge  and  thrown 
down  the  gauntlet.  If  you  fellows  want  to 
fight,   hop  to  it,"  and 

WHEREAS,  Through  the  aid  of  local 
unions  and  the  Omaha  Central  Labor  Union, 
the  Stenographers'  Union  has  been  enabled  to 
carry  on  a  wide  publicity  campaign  among 
the  rank  and  file  of  Woodmen  members,  in- 
forming them  of  conditions  and  the  attitude 
of  their  Sovereign  Commander,  W.  A. 
Fraser;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Omaha  Central  Labor 
Union,  on  AprO  4,  1919,  placed  W.  A.  Fraser, 
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Sovereiffn  Ckmimander  of  the  Woodmen  of  t&e 
World,  on  the  unfair  list  when  all  efforta 
had  failed  to  adjust  the  controversy;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  Stenographers*  Union 
No.  16405  and  the  Omaha  Central  Labor 
Union  do  jointly  request  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  Convention  to  place  the  said 
W.  A.  Fraser  on  their  unfair  list  and  ffive 
the  widest  publicity  possible  to  the  arb'trary 
attitude  assumed  by  W.  A.  Fraser  in  deal- 
ing with  his  employes  and  organized  labor; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  special  effort  be  maae 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  interest  all  National, 
State,  Central  and  Local  Unions  in  the  con- 
troversy between  the  Sovereign  Commander 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  union 
of  his  employes,  with  the  purpose  of  making 
the  protest  as  wide  as  the  membership  of 
the   Woodmen    Order. 

Referred    to   Committee  on    Boycotts. 

Resolution  No.  29 — By  Central  Labor  Union 
Balboa,  Canal  Zone: 

WHEREAS,  The  Panama  Canal  Federatloq 
of  Labor  (Cenral  Labor  Un'.on)  has  in  the 
past  used  its  best  efforts  to  protect  Ameri- 
can workmen  on  the  Canal  Zone  against 
constant  infringement  upon  their  positions  by 
cheap    alien    labor;    and 

WHEREAS.  Resolution  No.  2,  passed  at  the 
Metal  Trades  Convention  at  St.  Paul.  Minn.. 
June  6,  1918,  was  submitted  by  the  Panama 
Metal  Trades  Council  for  this  specific  pur- 
pose, and 

WHEREAS,  The  general  conditions  com- 
plained of  in  said  Resolution  remain  the 
same,  but  are  now  being  aggravated  by  two 
Organizers.  Messrs.  Severs  and  Allen,  repre- 
senting the  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of 
Way  and  Railway  Shop  Employes,  wno  are 
on  the  Canal  Zone  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 
izing these  alien  negroes  into  their  Internat- 
ional, jurisdiction  being  claimed  by  them  in 
the  skilled  and  semi-skilled  positions,  and 

WHEREAS.  We  believe  that  by  craft  or- 
ganization of  these  aliens  their  employment 
here  will  become  a  permanent  institution, 
that  they  will  be  secured  in  the  skilled  and 
semi-skilled  positions  and  the  situation  thus 
created  will  be  beyond  our  control  and  will 
ultimately  reduce  the  personnel  of  the  Pan- 
ama Canal  to  a  West  Indian  basia.  and  the 
American  citizen  will  be  eliminated  from  em- 
ployment and  we  will  be  outnumbered  by 
these  aJiens  about  ten  to  one.  there  being 
about  27,000  on  the  Panama  Canal  and  Pan- 
ama  Railroad,   and 

WHEREAS,  Several  cables  have  been  sent 
both  to  the  President  of  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Maintenance  of  Way  and  Railway 
Shop  Employes  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  letters 
have  also  been  written  to  both  the  organisa- 
tions aforesaid,  asking  for  the  recall  of  the 
two  organizers  referred  to  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  efforts  to  organize  the  aliens  on  the 
Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad,  so  far 
no  results  have  obtained,  be  it.  there- 
fore 

REISOLVED,  That  the  Panama  Canal  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  is 
opposed  to  the  organization  of  these  alien 
negroes  into  any  of  the  trades  or  positions 
of   skOl.    or   semi-skill,    by    any    International 


affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, that  we  demand  the  immediate  recall  of 
all  organizers  from  the  Canal  Zone  and  that 
all  future  organization  of  aliens  in  this  field 
be  done  by  and  at  tlM  discretion  and  super- 
vision of  the  Panama  Canal  Federation  of 
Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  and  the  Pan- 
ama Metal  Trades  Council;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  these  Resolutions  De 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Convention,  that  a  copy 
be  forwarded  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  which  is  to  meet  at  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.,  on  June  9,  1919,  to  be  read  into  the 
records  of  said  convention,  and  that  request 
be  made  that  sonse  action  be  taken  by  the 
said  convention  which  will  consummate  the 
demand    outlined    in    these    Resolutions. 

Referred    to   (committee   on    Organization. 

Resolution  No.  80 — By  (Central  Labor  Union 
of  Balboa.   Canal   Zone: 

WHEREAS,  At  the  present  time  there  are 
approximately  8850  American  citizens  em- 
ployed by  the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama 
Railroad  Company  on  the  Canal  Zone,  and 

WHEREAS.  About  80  per  cent  of  this 
force  are  members  of  organized  labor,  and 

WHEREAS.  The  rules  and  regulations  un- 
der which  they  work  and  live  are  established 
by  Presidential  Executive  Orders  and  Official 
Circulars,  promulgated  by  the  Administration 
of  the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad 
Company,   and 

WHEREAS.  In  the  drafting  preparation, 
consideration  and  adoption  of  such  rules  and 
regulations,  these  employees  have  neither  rep- 
resentation nor  voice  as  organizations  or  the 
right  of  franchise  as  American  citizens,   and 

WHEREAS.  The  result  of  such  policy  of 
Administrative  determination  of  all  new  laws, 
rules  and  regulations  affecting  large  num- 
bers of  American  citizens,  who  have  no  voice 
or  vote.  Is  detrimental  to  the  general  welfare 
of  organized  labor  on  the  Canal  Zone,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  issuance  of  such  new 
rules  and  regulations  from  time  to  time,  di- 
rectly affecting  every-day  living  conditions 
of  employees  on  the  Canal  Zone  without  any 
reference  to  them,  has  caused  much  dis- 
content,  and 

WHEREAS.  The  application  of  such  ad- 
ministrative rule  is  contrary  to  American 
standards  and  general  practice  and  directly 
opposed  to  the  tenets  and  principles  of  the 
American   Federation  of  Labor,   and 

WHEREAS,  The  interests  of  Organized 
Labor  demand  that  they  be  given  at  least 
the  privilege  of  review  before  such  rules 
and  regulations  become  effective;  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Panama  Canal  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  call 
on  the  officers  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  use  all  means  in  their  power  to 
secure  equitfible  adjustment  of  these  exist- 
ing  conditions:  and,   be   it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  these  resolutions  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  be  held  in  Atlantic 
City,  New  Jersey,  on  June  9,  1919,  by  the 
delegate  from  this  Central  union  with  tne 
view  of  having  same  incorporated  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  (Convention. 

Referred  to  (Committee  on  Executive 
Council's   Report. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT    OF    PB00EBDIN6S 


Resoltition  No.  81 — By  Delegation  Intemft- 
tional  Seamen's  Union: 

WHEREAS,  The  Seamen's  Aet.  in  ite  Sec- 
tion 18,  provides  that  no  vessel  shall  be  per- 
mitted' to  leave  an  American  port  unless  sne 
has  a  crew  seventy-five  per  cent  of  which  m 
each  department  thereof  can  nnderstand  all 
of  the  orders  given  by  the  officers  of  sucn 
vessel;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Secretary  of  Ck>mmeroe 
has  given  to  this  section  of  the  law  such  a 
constnaction  that  on  American  as  weU  as  on 
foreign  vessels  the  shipowners  are  permit- 
ted to  continue  the  same  dangerous  practice 
that  existed  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Act 
and  for  the  abolition  of  which  practice  it  was 
designed  and  enacted;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Committed  on  Mer- 
chant Marine  and  Fisheries  of  the  Honse  of 
Representatives  be  reqwssted  to  use  the  power 
with  which  it  is  now  clothed  to  make 
an  investigation  into  this  and  other  faUnres 
to  properly  enforce  this  Act  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  and  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  compel  the  proper  enforcement  or 
the    law. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  82 — By  Ddegation  Inter- 
national  Seamen's   Union: 

WHEREAS,  The  purpose  of  the  Seamen's 
Act,  as  stated  by  its  promoters,  was  to  equal- 
ixe  the  wage  cost  of  operating  American  and 
foreign  vessels  and  to  bring  the  American 
to  sea;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  wages  of  foreign  vessels 
leaving  ports  of  the  United  States  have  since 
August  Ist,  1916,  when  the  act  became  effec- 
tive, followed  the  wages  paid  on  American 
vessds  from  the  same  ports  like  a  cart  fol- 
lows a  horse  to  whom  it  is  hitched;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  wages  paid  in  Enfl^ish 
ports  is  the  same  as  paid  in  the  port  of 
New  York  and  the  wages  paid  at  Scandina- 
vian ports  in  the  overseas  trade  is  within 
three  dollars  ($8.00)  of  wages  paid  at  the 
port  of  New  York;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  wage  paid  from  Italy  has 
already  risen  to  within  ten  dollars  ($10.00) 
of  that  paid  seamen  in  American  ports;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  native  American  sailing 
on  American  vessels,  from  the  Pacific  Coast 
ports  has  risen  from  siero  to  about  twenty- 
four  per  cent,  and  on  the  Atlantic  Coast 
from  less  than  ten  per  cent  to  about  thirty 
per  cent  since  the  Seamen's  Act  has  become 
operative;    therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  denounce  the  bills 
introduced  by  Senator  Calder  and  Congress- 
man Gould  to  repeal  the  important  clauses 
of  the  Seamen's  Act  as  hostile  to  the  national 
interests  of  the  United  Stetes,  as  hostile  to 
the  development  of  American  sea  power  and 
as  serving  the  interests  of  European  and  Asia- 
tic ship  owners  who  under  this  act  are  grad- 
ually being  compelled  to  meet  the  American 
shipowner  in  a  fair  competition  on  the  high 
seas;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  resolution  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Merchant  Mar- 
ine and  Fisheries,  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce of  the  Senate,  to  the  Shipping  Board, 
the  Department  of  Commerce  and  if  neces- 
sary to  the  President  of  the  United   States. 

Referred  to  Gonmittea  on  XMohrkloiii. 


Resolution  No.  88— By  Delegates  Peter  J. 
Brady  and  Matthew  WoU,  International 
Photo  Engravers'   Union  of  North   America: 

WHEREIAS,  Great  wars  of  the  past  have 
been  followed  by  an  inflation  of  currency  and 
a  depreciation  in  the  purchasing  power  of 
the  monetary  unit;  and 

WHEREIAS,  One  of  the  influences  affect- 
ing the  present  high  cost  of  living  is  tbe 
depreciated  value  of  the  dollar;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  be 
and  is  hereby  instructed  to  make  a  study  of 
the  problem  of  estaUishng  a  dollar  of  sta- 
bilized purchasing  power  as  it  may  be  pre- 
sented through  legislative  effort,  or  otherwise 
during  the  year,  and  to  submit  a  report  upon 
the  subject  at  the  1920  convention. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

RESOLUTION  No.  84— By  Library  Em- 
ployes' Union  No.  16,590,  New  York  City: 

WHEREAS,  we  beUeve  that  pubUc  libra- 
ries are  public  utilities  and  should  be  owned, 
controlled  and  administered  directly  by  the 
State  or  City  financing  such  libraries;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  the  present  low 
and  inadequate  salaries  and  intolerable  work- 
ing conditions  in  our  public  libraries  are  due 
to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  libraries  are 
under  the  control  of  private  corporations 
who  are  not  responsible  to  the  community 
at  large,  although  they  are  spending  the 
public's  money;  and 

WHEREIAS,  That  since  the  right  of  work- 
ers to  organize  in  trade  unions  and  to  bar- 
gain collectively  is  recognised  and  affirmed 
by  the  United  States  government  that  this 
right  shall  not  be  denied,  abridged  or  in- 
terfered with  by  the  employers  of  the  li- 
brary; therefore  be  it 

RE:S0LVE«D,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  at  Atlantic 
City  on  June  9,  1919,  that  in  the  interests 
of  the  people  and  in  order  to  secure  good 
conditions  for  the  workers,  we  declare  our- 
selves in  favor  of  Civil  Service  for  libra- 
rians; and.  be  it   further 

RESOLVED;  that  a  member  of  a  Library 
Union,  to  be  elected  by  the  Union,  be 
placed  upon  all  Committees  having  in  charge 
Library  activities,  in  which  Union  Labor  is 
asked  to  co-operate,  such  as  the  War  Serv- 
ice Committee  of  the  American  Library 
Association;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  member  of  Union 
Labor  be  represented  on  all  Boards  of  Trus- 
tees for  Libraries;  and  be  it  finally 

RESOLVED.  That  we  earnestly  urge  all 
locals  to  give  all  assistance  possible  to- 
wards the  organization  of  these  workers. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  86 — By  Delegate  George 
Sauter,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union.  Wil- 
mington, DeL,  against  "One  Big  Union"  and 
other  untried  and  unsound  doctrines  that 
are  being  advocated  to  destroy  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor: 

The  Central  Labor  Union,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  craft  organizations  affiliated 
with  International  Organizations,  which  are 
in  turn  affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
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tion  of  Labor,  believes  that  the  growth  of 
the  trades  union  movement  can  be  attri- 
buted to  the  policy  of  progress  that  has  been 
inaugurated  and  carried  out  by  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  President  Samuel 
Gompers  and  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  We  realise 
that  this  progress  has  been  steady  and 
resultful  in  bringing  about  desirad  inqproT** 
ments  in  working  conditions,  the  inereasiTig 
of  wages  and  the  shortening  of  boon.  W« 
do  not  believe  in  the  untried  and  unsound 
doctrines  that  are  being  preached  in  propa- 
ganda tracts  and  on  soap  boxes  against  Mr. 
Samuel  Gompers,  president  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  tha  A.  F.  of  L., 
under  his  leadership.  We  recognise  in 
Samuel  Gompers,  president  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  the  greatest  labor 
leader  in  thf  world  living  today,  and  we 
realize  that  he  and  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  backed  up  and  supported  by 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  American  labor 
moven^ent,  were  the  present  fiietor  in 
'  American  men  and  American  principles 
winning  finally  the  great  world  war.  We 
believe  in  the  League  of  Nations,  and  sup- 
port President  Gompers  in  his  stand  for  the 
League,  and  are  in  hearty  accord  with  the 
manifesto  of  the  International  Labor  Con- 
ference. The  Central  Labor  Union  does 
not  believe  that  "one  big  union"  principles 
should  be  adopted  by  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  We  realise  that  the  remark- 
able progress  made  by  the  American  labor 
movement  was  made  through  constant  edu- 
cation of  the  membership  of  the  craft  unions 
and  progression  gradually  with  each  further 
step  in  the  education  of  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  members  of  the  craft  unions. 
Referred   to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  86— Withdrawn. 

Referred   to   Committee  on  Resolutions. 

^  Resolution  No.  87 — By  Delegate  Meyar 
Abramson,  of  the  United  Umbrella  Handle 
and  Stick  Makers'  Union  No.   14.681: 

WHEREAa  United  Umbrella  Handle  and 
Stick  Makers'  Union  No.  14,681,  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  of  New  York  City, 
have  through  their  trade  union  activities 
succeeded  in  esteblishing  a  high  stendard  of 
conditions  for  their  members ;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  stendards  estoblished  by 
United  Umbrella  Handle  and  Stick  Makers' 
Union  No.  14.681  are  higher  than  the  rates 
paid  to  workers  in  this  trade  in  any  other 
part  of  the  country  because  of  the  thorough 
organisation  and  the  persistent  activities  on 
the  part  of  ite  members  for  the  protection 
of  their  intereste:  and 

WHEREAS.  Because  of  the  laxity  of 
proper  regulations  affecting  the  importetion 
of  umbrella  handles  and  canes  into  this 
country  from  Japan,  the  intereste  of  the 
workers  in  this  trade  are  seriously  affected 
because  of  the  menace  of  the  low  wage  paid 
to  the  Japanese  worker,  whose  product  is 
imported  and  sold  in  this  country  in  com- 
petition with  the  high  paid  workers  in  this 
trade:  and 

WHEREAS,  this  dangerous  competition 
caused  by  the  importetion  of  Japanese-made 
umbrella  handles  and  canes  is  gradually 
breaking  down  the  stendards  of  our  union 
and    causing   the   unemployment   of  many   of 


our  members  who  are  forced  to  seek  em- 
ployment in  other  lines  of  industry  not  as 
remunerative;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  by  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  convention  assembled,  that  we  go 
on  record  in  favor  of  the  esteblishment  of 
a  protective  regulation  against  the  importe- 
tion into  this  country  of  umbrella  handles 
and  canes  by  Japanese  manufacturers  that 
threaten  to  break  down  the  standards  of 
American  workmen;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Executive  CouncU  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  stend 
instructed  to  give  this  matter  vary  eareful 
attention  and  to  make  such  immediate  action 
as  may  be  necessary  to  stop  this  unfair 
competition  in  the  interest  and  protection  of 
the  workers  engaged  in  the  umbrella  handle 
and   stick   making   industry. 

Referred  to   Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution    No.    88 — By    Delegate    George 

Sauter,    of    the    Central    Labor    Union.    WU- 

^  mington,    Del.      Continuation   of   the   United 

Stetes    Employment    Service    of    the    U.    S. 

Department  of  Labor: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Wilmington  Central 
Labor  Union  goes  on  record  as  favoring  the 
continuation  of  the  United  Stetes  Employ- 
ment  Service  of  the  Department  of  Labor, 
on  lines  as  comprehensive  as  the  Service 
was  conducted  during  the  period  of  war 
w  on;  this  organization  realizing  fully 
ttoat  the  public  employment  office  system 
11  *!  n«c«>»»ty  to  bring  in  closer  contact 
the  Jobless    man  and   the   manless   job. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's   Report 

Reeoluton  No.  8fr-By  Delegate  George 
Sauter,  Central  Labor  Union.  Wilmington, 
Delaware: 

Against  cancellation  of  shipbuilding  con- 
tracte : 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Central  Labor  Union 
goes  on  record  as  opposing  the  scuttling  of 
the  Government's  shipbuUding  program  be- 
cause of  the  effect  it  would  have  on  industrial 
cond.tions.  and  because  of  the  fact  that  the 
Government  promised  steady  employment  to 
the  thousands  of  workers  who  dropped  their 
other  activities  and  took  up  the  shipbuUding 
*'^**-  J^t  ^im  that  the  present  existing 
contracte  should  be  carried  out,  and  that  the 
Amen<»n  Merchant  Marine  should  be  pro- 
vided for  by  the  present  Congress  in  order 
that  the  American  fiag  shall  predominate  on 
the  high  seas,  making  America  not  only  the 
i^test  nation  on  the  face  of  the  globe,  but 
the  greatest  shipbuUding  and  shipping  nation 
as  weU. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
ReMluUon    No.    40— Withdrawn. 

.i?*??"**'  ***  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cU's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  41— By  Delegate  Wm,  F. 
GUdas.  of  the  Lima.  O..  Trades  and  Labor 
Council : 

An  amendinent  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor:  To  amend 
Article    6    section    1.    by   striking   out   all   or 
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Scctioii  1.  mft€r  the  words  "to  be  elected  bjr" 
and  Bubetitntinff  the  following — •  secret  bal- 
lot of  the  members  in  good  standing  of  all 
anions  affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and 
these  officers  shall  be  the  Ehcecotive  Council. 
The  nominations  for  the  above  named  officers, 
shall  be  made  by  the  delegates  to  the  annual 
convention;  and  a  printed  ballot  of  the 
names  shaJl  be  prepared  and  sent  to  all 
affiliated  anions  in  good  standing,  to  be  voted 
apon  and  all  ballots,  those  marked  and  all 
not  osed  shall  be  retamed  with  the  tally 
sheet  as  report  of  said  election*  giving  the 
number  of  votes  cast  for  each  candidate;  and 
the  candidate  having  the  largest  number  of 
votes  shaU  be  elected;  and  a  fuU  detailed  re- 
port of  said  election  shall  be  published  in  the 
next    issue    of    the    official    publication. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Laws. 

Resolution  No.  42 — By  Delegate  Sauter, 
of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  Wilmington. 
Del.  Removal  of  Postmaster-General  Burle- 
son: 

The  pi<i>fet  Postmaster  General  has  on  so 
many  numerous  occasions  proven  that  his 
sympathies  are  not  with  the  working  people 
of  the  country,  that  he  stands  against  co- 
operation with  the  other  Governmental  de- 
partments, that  the  press  is  practically 
unanimous  in  believing  him  inefficient  and 
incapable  of  occupying  his  office,  that  the 
Central  Labor  Union  voices  its  sentiments  in 
this   resolution : 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Wilmington  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union  goes  on  record  as  favor- 
ing the  removal  of  Postmaster-General 
Burleson  from  his  post  as  head  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  because  he  has  proven 
his  inefficiency  on  numerous  occasions,  and 
because  he  believes  in  making  slaves  and 
serfs  of  the  employes   in  his  department. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 


Resolution  No.  48 — ^By  Delegate  George 
Sauter,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  Wilming- 
ton, DeL: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Wilmington  Central 
Labor  Union  goes  on  record  as  fovoring 
the  continuation  of  the  Government  system 
of  supervision  of  the  railroads  because  of 
the  fact  that  never  before  in  thf  history  of 
the  United  States  did  the  raibroads  extend 
to  their  employes  the  fair  treatment  that 
was  the  employes'  Just  due:  and  further- 
more because  the  Government  supervision 
during  the  war  was  conducted  during  a 
period  when  it  would  have  been  utterly  im- 
possible to  have  the  railroads  make  money. 
If  the  railroads  are  returned  to  private 
control,  we  beUeve  the  different  ndlroads 
should  pay  in  full  for  the  repairs  made 
during  the  period  of  Government  supervi- 
sion, as  well  as  additional  trackage,  equip- 
ment, etc. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  44 — ^By  Delegate  George 
Sauter,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  Favoring  Secretary  Lane's  Ameri- 
canisation  and   land   for   Soldiers'   Program: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Central  Labor  Union 
goes  on  record  as  favoring  the  propositions 
.  that  are  being  advocated  by  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  Lane  fdr  Americanisation,  and 
for  the  briniring  back  to  the  soil  of  our 
returning  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  who 
desire  to  take  up  fiurming  through  the  Gov- 
ernment's providing  them  with  suitable 
farms  on  which  to  pursue  the  science  of 
agriculture. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

At  12:30  p.  m.  the  convention  wm  adjourned 
to  2:80  p.  m.  of  the  same  day. 


SECOND  DAY-Aftemoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2:80 
o'clock  p.  m.,  June  10th,  President  Oompers 
in  the*chair. 

Absentees — Boyer,  McNulty.  Schlesinger, 
Mitchell,  Hayes,  Hannah,  Clark.  Burke. 
Funderburk.  *  Thomas.  Curtis,  Ely,  Harlin, 
Yarrow,  Willis,  Priestly,  Mets,  Thomas, 
Young,  Hannon,  Wilkinson,  Simpson,  En- 
right,  Cooper,  Harte,  Burk,  ratterson,  Berg- 
er,    Bllicott,    Thompson,    Clarke. 

Delegate  Edwards,  Secretary  of  the  Com* 
mittee,  reported  sa  follows: 

Supplemental  Report  of   Oommittee   on 
Oredentiala 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  recommends 
the  seating  of  the  following  delegates: 

Central  Labor  Council.  Bend,  Oregon — 0.  P. 
Howard,  1  vote. 

Central  Labor  Union,  Scranton,  Pa.,— O.  J. 
Boyle,  1  vote. 

Central  I^bor  Union.  Norfolk,  Ya.— J.  J. 
Giles.  1  vote. 

Elevator  Starters  and  Operators  Union  No. 
16429.  New  York,  N.  Y.— Thomas  J.  McGill, 
1   vote. 


Train  Porters  Union  No.  10520,  Kansas  City, 
Mo. — Geo.  M.  Brown,  1  vote. 

Flint,  Mich..  Federation  of  Labor— C.  F. 
McClintic.   1  vote. 

Your  committee  has  to  report  that  a  hearing 
was  held  upon  the  protest  of  the  Intemationia 
Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Firemen  and  Oilers 
against  the  seating  of  the  delegates  of  the 
united  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of  Way  Em- 
ployes and  Railway  Shop  Laborers,  at  which  the 
representatives  of  both  organirations  agreed  to 
hold  a  conference.  The  delegates  of  both  organi- 
nations  have  reported  to  your  Oommittee  that 
they  have  come  to  an  agreement  which  is  set 
forth  in  the  following  signed  statement: 


"Atlantic  City,  N.  J..  June  10.  1»1». 

'•Mr.  Timothy  Healy, 

President     Stationaiy     Firemen's     Organi- 
zation. 

"Dear  sir  and  Brother: 

"If  you  will  now  withdraw  vour  protest  against 
our  organisation  being  seated  we  will  turn  over 
to  your  organiration  all  shop  and  round  house 
emploves  now  holding  membership  in  the 
United  Brotherhood  and  will  discontinue  our  or- 
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ganiung  campaign  so  far  as  the  emplc^ea  in 

question    aVe    concerned. 

(Signed)  "A.  E.  BARKER, 

Gr.  Prest.  U.  B.  M.  W.  E.  A  R.  S.  L/' 

Tonr  committee  recommends  the  seating   of 

the  delegates  of  the     United     Brotherhood  of 

Maintenance    of    Way    Employees    and    Railway 

Shop  Laborers. 

Fraternally   submitted, 
CHAS.  F.  SCOTT,  Chairman 
WALTER  V.  PRICE 
E.  N.  EDWARDS,  Secretary. 
The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 
The  delegation  of  the  Bridge  and  Structural 
Iron  Workers  asked  that  J.  H.  Barry  be  substi- 
tuted   for    Thomas    F.    Slattenr,    who   was    not 
able  to  attend  on  account  of  Illness. 

The  Operative  Plasterers  requested  that 
Thomas  George  be  substituted  for  Edward  J. 
McGivem. 

Both  requests  were  granted. 
President  Gompers  announced  that  Delegate 
Morin  would  be  substituted  for  Delegate   Slat- 
tery  on  the  Building  Trades  Committee. 

Delegate  Wharton  asked  the  priTilege  of  the 
.  floor  for  Mr.  Glenn  E.  Plumb,  General  Council 
for  the  Organized  Railway  Employees  of 
America.  The  request  was  granted  and  Mr. 
Plumb  was  escorted  to  the  platform  by  Dele- 
gate Wharton. 

ABDRBSS  OF  MR.  GLBMN  B.  PLUMB 

Mr.  Chairman,  and  you  men  upon  whom 
rests  the  hope  of  mankind;  I  am  veiy  glad  of 
this  opportunity  to  explain  to  you  the  plan 
which  has  been  endorsed  by  all  of  the  organ- 
ized employees  of  the  railroads,  and  in  addi- 
tion has  received  a  very  large  endorsement 
from  organizations  representing  men  outside  of 
the  railroad  employment.  Today  is  particul- 
arly the  day  of  all  days  when  human  rights 
are  coming  to  the  foreground  and  beginning  to 
demand  full  recognition  at  the  hands  of  those 
who  for  so  long  a  time  have  monopolized  con- 
trol  of  our  industries. 

We  have  developed  a  plan  for  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  railroads  which  recognizes  these 
human  rights,  which  are  equal;  they  cannot 
be  measured  in  dollars  and  cents;  there  is  no 
financial  standard  by  which  you  can  measure 
the  interest  of  the  employee  and  set  it  off 
against  the  interest  of  the  public,  or  by  which 
these  two  interests  can  be  compared  with  the 
interest  of  capital  and  measured  in  dollars  and 
cents.  The  interest  of  tJie  wage  earner  and 
the  interest  of  the  public  are  human  interests 
and  not  dollar  interests.  We  have  attempted 
to  devise  a  plan  which  brought  these  various 
interests  into  S3rmpathy,  gave  to  each  one  its. 
equal  voice  of  authority,  and  gave  to  each  iti 
share  in  the  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of 
this  great  industry. 

The  railroad  industry  is  peculiarly  a  national 
issue;  it  is  not  confined  to  any  one  locality  or 
to  any  one  Industiy.  The  products  of  every 
farm,  of  every  mine,  of  every  factory,  of  every 
form  of  production  must  pass  over  Uiese  rail- 
wavs  before  they  can  reac^  the  consumer,  and 
either  the  producer  or  the  consumer  pays  the 
cost  of  that  transportation.  Therefore  it  is  an 
issue  which  reaches  the  farthest  comers  of  this 
nation.  It  is  an  issue  that  is  present  in  every 
family,  in  every  factory,  in  every  great  center, 
and  in  the  farthest  hamlet. 

We  have  designed  our  plan  along  lines  which 
recognize  these  various   interests,  and  before  I 


attempt  to  explain  the  plan  I  want  to  take  just 
a  few  minutes  to  define  clearly  to  you  what  ws 
have  deemed  to  be  the  interests  of  these  cor- 
porations in  the  railroads.  There  is  a  vast 
public  misunderstanding  as  to  the  extent  of 
these  interests.  This  misunderstanding  has 
been  fostered  through  generations  of  usurpation 
of  privilege  and  an  education  among  all  of  our 
people  to  consider  railroads  as  merely  private 
property.  To  get  an  understanding  of  the  re- 
lation of  these  interests  to  the  public  I  want 
to  announce  Just  a  few  simple,  recognized  prin- 
ciples, and  from  that  will  come  a  clear  recog- 
nition of  the  plan  which  we  present. 

First,  railroads  are  public  highways;  we  all 
recognize  that;  that  needs  no  definition.  Pub- 
lic highways  are  matters  purely  of  public  con- 
cern. There  can  be  no  private  interest  in  a 
public  highway  except  that  which  has  been 
granted  by  the  people.  And  all  that  did  not 
pass  by  grant  into  the  hands  of  the  private  own- 
ers remains  a  part  of  the  public  domain  re- 
tained for  the  public  benefit.  Tou  have  fre- 
quently heard  it  said  that  railroads  are  private 
property  retained  for  public  use.  Railroads  are 
public  property  in  which  the  public  has  granted 
certain  restricted  private  rights,  and  it  is  only 
the  right  measured  by  the  grant  which  has 
passed  into  private  property;  all  the  rest  is 
retained  as  the  public  interest  in  these  higfa- 
wavs. 

Now,  how  are  we'  to  determine  what  has  be- 
come private  property?  By  studying  the 
charter  of  the  corporation  which  has  received 
the  rrant.  And  when  we  look  at  these  charters 
we  find  many  restrictions  on  the  liAia  wfaidi 
have  been  granted.  First,  you  will  find  this 
universal  restriction,  that  property  can  be  acs 
quired  by  these  corporations  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  a  public  hiofaway,  and  for  no 
other  purpose  whatsoever.  Secondly  you  will 
find  the  old  principle  of  the  common  law  re- 
stricting the  powers  of  corporations  written  into 
the  constitutions  of  twenty-six  states,  and 
written  into  the  statutes  of  most  of  the  others. 
It  is  a  provision  that  has  long  been  overlooked 
and  with  which  the  great  multitude  of  the  peo^ 
pie  are  entirely  unfamiliar.  Illinois  was  the 
first  sUte  to  embody  this  in  its  constitution 
in  these  words: 

''No    railroad      corporation      shall    issue    its 
stocks  or  bonds  except  for  money,  labor  or  pro- 
perty actually  received  and  applied  to  the  pur- 
poses  for   which   the   corporation   was   created. 
Any  stock  dividend  or  other  fictitious  inereaie 
of  capital  stock  or  indebtedness  shall  be  void." 
Can  you  imagine  stronger  language  than  that 
to  protect  the  people  from  the  usurpations  of 
inflated   capital?     And   yet.   in  the   fifty  years 
since  that  provision  was  written  into  the  con- 
.  stltution  of  the  State  of  niinois  and  from  that 
state  carried  into  the  constitutions  of  twenty- 
.^jix  other  states,  that  principle  has  never  been 
,  ,^rge0    in   protecUon   of  the   public  ria^t   untU 
the   four  railway   brotherhoods  presented  ft   to 
the    Ii^ter^tate    Commerce    Commission    in    fhe 
valuation  proceedings  now  pending. 

Coupled  with  that  orovfeion   is  another  con- 
stitutional provision  which  merely  states  an  in- 
herent power  of  government  but  does  not  create' 
!iLJ?^.  *^^  is  tSis;  that  the  Stata  retains  the 
rig^t.  to  regulate  the     rates     and  dHirges  fbr 
transportation  and  to  prescribe  maximum  rates 
to  prevent  extortion   and -discrimination:      And 
ri?i  bas  been  construed  to  mean,  in  cdnneiJtioii 
With   the  Prweding  provision,    by  the>  Stiprerite  • 
Court  of  the  State  of  niinois^  that  thTSSi 
in  regulating  rates  and  cha»a.  had  the  We? 
to  prescribe  sny  rate  which  ijld  not  detort^^' 
corporation  either  of  ita  in^«estment  or  of  7  £r 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2(>6 


REPORT    OF    PB0CEBDIN08 


return  upon  that  investment.  An  investment 
has  been  defined  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  to  mean  the  amount  of  money 
actually  put  at  the  service  of  tne  public.  Ooupled 
with  that  is  the  requirement  of  these  corpora- 
tions that  they  shall  maintain  this  property. 

And  again,  the  Supreme  Court  has  said  that 
that  means  that  they  must  expend  such  moneys 
out  of  their  revenues  as  would  preserve  the 
integrity  of  the  original  investment,  and  if 
they  failed  to  make  such  expenditures  for  main- 
tenance it  was  equivalent  to  a  withdrawal  of 
investment.  So  that  the  right  which  these 
corporations  had  granted  to  them  was  merely 
the  right  to  own  and  operate  these  properties 
and  to  charge  such  fares  as  would  give  them 
a  return  upon  their  actual  investment.  And 
all  over  and  above  that  was  a  rig^t  which  the 
people  had  retained  for  themselves. 

Now,  see  how  those  rights  have  been  dis- 
regarded. The  railroads  todav  show  a  property 
investment  account  of  upwards  of  nineteen  bil- 
lion dollars,  with  a  surplus  of  three  and  one- 
half  billion  dollars  accumulated  out  of  the 
earnings,  but  we  find  them  demanding  of  Con- 
gress at  this  time  that  the  people  guarantee 
them  a  minimum  of  six  per  cent,  on  Uieir  pro- 
perty investment  account.  The  property  in- 
vestment includes  the  par  value  of  every  in- 
vestment now  outstanding.  Doubtless  they  are 
over-capitalized  six  to  eight  billion  dollars,  and 
upon  that  fictitious  valuation  they  are  asking 
your  representatives  in  Congress  to  fix  their  re- 
turns. That  means  an  attempt  to  exact  from 
you  in  the  cost  of  transportation  half  a  blHion 
dollars  a  year  for  which  they  can  show  no  title. 

Therefore  we  begin  with  a  valuation  based 
upon  the  determination  of  the  amount  of  money 
whi(^  they  have  placed  at  our  service.  We  pro- 
vide by  our  plan  for  the  immediate  acquisition 
of  all  of  these  properties  by  the  government.  To 
make  it  a  lawful  acquisition  we  must  at  the  same 
time  provide  a  forum  that  shall  determine  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid,  and  that 
must  be  based  upon  the  value  of  the  rights 
which  have  been  granted,  not  the  rights  whidi 
have  been  retained.  We  authorise  the  Secretaiy 
of  thfe  Treasury,  when  that  amount  has  been 
determined  in  each  individual  case,  to  issue 
government  bonds  in  like  amount  and  at  the 
lowest  obtainable  rate  of  interest  to  pay  for 
such  a  finding  after  it  has  been  Judicially  ap- 
proved by  the  Supreme  Court.  When  that  step 
is  taken  we  have  governmental  ownership,  bat 
I  want  you  to  distinguish  clearly'  between  gov- 
ernment ownership  and  government  operation, 
because  we  make  that  distinction.  By  the  ac- 
quisition of  these  railroads  by  substituting  gov- 
ernment bonds  for  the  outstanding  investments 
we  eliminate  by  this  plan  private  capital.  The 
holders  of  the  securities  are  placed  in  a  status 
that  is  fixed.  It  is  not  within  the  power  of 
Congress  to  increase  the  amount  of  their  claim 
or  their  returns;  consequently  Congress  and  the 
leghlative  bodies  will  not  be  besieged  by  the 
representatives  of  capital  to  grant  them  further 
privileges.  CapiUl  is  not  represented  by  the 
obligations  of  the  government,  and  a  saving  in 
fixed  charves  would  be  occasioned,  first  1^  a  re- 
duction of  the  eighteen  billion  dollars,  the 
amount  actually  invested,  and  second  by  the 
reduction  in  interest  charge  which  a  govern- 
ment security  affords  over  a  private  security. 
Also  the  holders  of  these  securities  are  no 
longer  interested  to  monopolize  the  management 
of  these  properties.  They  are  disinterested 
spectators.  And  mauMgement  also  becomes  as 
clearly  disassociated  from  capitalistic  control 
as  do  the  legislative  bodies.  However,  man- 
agement   remains,    and    management    must    be 


placed  in  the  hands  off  Um  nen  who  know  how 
to  conduct  this  industry. 

And  remember,  all  the  time  that  I  am  dis- 
cnssing  management,  from  this  time  forth  it  is 
a  management  released  from  the  dictatorship 
of  Wall  Street  We  provide  for  management  in 
this  fashion.  We  ask  this  government,  we  ask 
the  people  of  this  government,  to  create  a  cor- 
poration for  public  service,  not  for  private 
profit.  That  corporation  must  be  composed  of  a 
body  of  men:  therefore  we  aay  it  shall  consist, 
first  of  the  board  of  directors;  second,  of  all 
official  employes;  and  third  of  all  classified 
employes.  The  board  of  directors  shall  have 
control  of  this  ooiporatlon.  We  suggest  that 
that  board  of  directors  be  made  up  in  this  man- 
ner; that  the  President  shall  appoint  one-third 
of  that  board,  that  third  shall  represent  the 
public  interest;  that  the  classified  employes 
representing  the  wage  earners,  shall  appoint 
one  third;  and  that  the  ofllcial  employes,  rep- 
resenting management,  shall  appoint  one  third. 
This  board  of  direeton  shaU  then,  in  its  legis- 
lative capacity,  hafo  control  of  the  operations 
of  this  corporation.  Having  cnated  the  cor- 
poration we  authorise  a  lease  by  the  government 
to  the  corporation  of  all  of  the  transportation 
systems  which  the  government  has  acquired. 
By  this  lease  the  corporation  is  obliged  to  pay 
for  that  out  of  revenue,  first  its  operating  ex- 
penses, including  such  sums  for  maintenance 
and  renewals  as  the  Interstate  Commerce  Com- 
mission may  determiiM  irom  time  to  time  to 
maintain  the  integritj  of  the  investment.  That 
is  something  that  has  never  been  done  here- 
tofore, as  you  railroad  men  well  know. 

After  meeting  these  oporatii^  expenses  the 
corporation  must  then  psy  the  Interest  on  the 
outstanding  bonds.  After  having  paid  that  in- 
terest it  must  provide  a  sinking  fund  to  retire 
these  bonds,  and  after  it  has  done  that  then 
what  is  left  reprassnta  what  formerly  was  used 
for  dividends  on  stock.  But  now  we  do  not 
declare  dividends  on  the  securities;  we  declare 
one-half  of  that  dividend  to  the  public  and  the 
other  half  to  the  operating  corporation,  and 
the  operating  oorporation  is  to  distribute  that 
fund  as  a  dividend  on  the  wages  of  its  em- 
pioves.  We  must  provide  sobm  limit  on  these 
dividends,  otherwise  the  employes  would  have 
the  public  at  their  mercy,  and  tlie  public  has  a 
basic  interest  in  this  indiHtiy. 

We  provide  that  when  the  amount  received 
by  the  public  as  dividends  equals  or  exceeds 
five  per  cent,  of  the  gross  operating  revenue 
there  will  then  be  a  reducUon  in  freight  rates 
and  transporUtlon  eh*rfes  snflletont  to  absorb 
that  proportion  of  the  profito.  You  might  think 
that  would  reduce  your  earnings.  It  might  have 
a  tendency  to  do  so,  but  every  reduction  in  the 
cost  of  transporUtion  is  immedistely  followed 
by  an  increase  in  industrial  activity,  just  as 
every  rise  in  the  price  of  transporUtion  is  ac- 
companied by  a  decraase  in  industrial  activity. 
A»  soon  as  the  rates  are  decreased  there  is  a 
greater  flow  of  tndBc  At  the  same  time  you 
have  furnished  the  government  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  to  be  spent  in  extensions 
and  improvements  which  increase  your  earning 
power  but  do  not  incresse  fixed  charges,  again 
bringing  your  level  of  profits  back.  At  the 
same  time  you  have  furnished  the  government 
5^ir  J*  ■*™^  '"^  **  P»7  outsUnding  in- 
debtedness. The  natural  result  of  this  propo- 
sition will  be  that  in  time  aU  charges  on  capftS 
wiU  be  eliminated  from  the  operating  expense 
and  the  cost  of  traimportation. 

Now,  there  is  the  short  mechanical  outline 
^L^if^^^^'  with  eveiy  tendency  seeking  to 
esUblish    lower    levels    of    cost    and    with^tihe 
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it  It  it  becau«>  there  ie  »  ,y*^Si*l\  ^LtS 
there  i«  a  soul  In  this  plan;  there  is  .^. Jg™ 
S  l5ie  daj  which  rertore.  to  e^ery  Individual 
hit  opportunity  for  derelopment. 

Thev  aa7  we  cannot  have  efficiency  without 
comSltiti^  WlSryou  men  know  that  under 
2r"oW  SSiditlon  coWtition  eriaUd  only  to 
tacreate  profits,  not  to  increase  «fflci«fS:^  ^he 
^bfic  benefit  resulttag^  from  competmon  wm 
i  mere  byproduct  of  this,  play  for  profl^-  « 
ta?  not^e  purpose  of  the  system.  H  J"» 
waste  product;  And  you  knowthat  the  «»t 
of  competition  undoubfed  y  ««^tL^«  f^ 
fit.  Competition  is  merely  an  »**««»* J^'OJJ 
paity  OTgo^  in  a  transaction  to  get  more  profit 
S^  fSSrlmother  party,  and  for  e^f^r  Prij*te 
benefit  resultiMp  from  pubUc  competition  there 

man  who  benefited  by  it.^the  man  ^o^«S^ 
a  Uttie  greater  compewatlon  because  he  canled 
on  this  ?ystem  of  scabbing  from  Mottier.  Now. 
you  know  that  only  a  few  men  at  £•  t^  Zi 
bis  system  got  any  ™o"  «<>»2^i^^5j 
the  drive  of  the  competitive  system.  Thg 
were  actuated  by  the  hope  of  ^creasing  Uiete 

Siins.  but  all  men  below  those  few  were  driven 
tobompetition  by  fear,  fear  that  they  wo^d 
lose  their  Jobs  if  they  did  not  Pwd«cV«?~ 
profit  for  another,  or  fear  that  their  podUon 
the  next  day  would  be  worse  than  it  was  then. 
Why,  men.  fear  is  the  poorest  incentive  on 
earttJ  upon  which  you  may  build  efficiency.  The 
man  who  fears  conceals  the  defects;  he  does 
not  seek  to  overcome  them.  Hope  is  the  In- 
apiration  of  free  men;  fear  is  the  ^centive  of 
slavee.  We  would  have  this  inspiration,  this 
elorious  hope  of  free  men.  extended  to  sw^y 
man  in  the  employ  from  the  president  of  ttis 
great  corporation  down  to  the  humblest  office 
boy;  we  would  have  them  all  know  that  they 
shared  in  the  profits  of  their  own  efficiency  and 
in  the  efficiency  of  all.  We  would  have  every 
employe  know  that  the  road  was  open  to  him 
clear  to  the  top  if  he  could  earn  it,  and  that 
there  was  no  power  in  existence  that  could  stay 
his  progress  if  his  service  was  worthy  of  that 
reward.  Why,  wi^h  such  an  incentive  what 
efficiencies  could  we  accomplish,  what  econo- 
mies could  we  make,  what  services  could  we 
renderl  ^    .       *  , 

And  the  public,  the  great  body  of  people 
who  must  pay  this  cost,  would  then  know  with 
assurance  tnat  they  were  not  pajring  more  than 
was  necessary  to  operate  these  properties  and 
to  procure  the  assistance  of  every  employe.  In- 
stead of  being  the  servants  of  a  system  the  two 
million  and  more  employees  on  these  railroads 
can  be  made  the  most  efficient  arm  of  service 
for  the  people  of  the  country  the  world  has  ever 
seen,  if  you  give  them  authority  and  responsi- 
bility. Without  authority  and  responsibility 
they  are  merely  automatons.  There  is  no 
spiritual  uplift  In  their  work — ^there  is  no  reason 
why  there  should  be.  But  with  this  right  re- 
■tored  to  them  they  become  really  an  army 
for  the  service  of  mankind  and  assured  of  the 
reward  which  that  service  demands. 

This  is  the  plan.  I  have  put  it  before  yon 
very  briefly.  It  introduces  into  industry  the 
fair  control  of  that  indtistry  which  the  pro- 
ducer should  enjoy.  It  gives  to  those  who  know 
most  about  the  industiy  the  formulation  of 
the  rules,  the  methods,  and  the  practices  to  be 
followed,  and  it  takes  away  from  those  who 
have   political   motives,   those  who  are   seeking 


only  private  profit  all  control  of  that  industry 
which  is  the  life-bleod  of  this  nation. 

You  have  selected  great  men  for  your  leaden; 
they  have  been  worthy  of  that  trust  in  the  oy» 
ganisations  which  they  represent.  Thero  to 
the  iron- jawed  Stone  at  the  head  of  the  «^ 
neers;  the  dear-eyed  Shea;  the  battle-«»rred  but 
valiant  Lee.  and  Oarretson,  that  Lincoln  of  ih» 
laboring  men.  These  four,  not  representing  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  but  the  first  to 
adopt  this  idea,  are  now  joined  with  your 
leaders.  Here  is  the  diplomatic  Jewell,  ths 
great,  big.  strong  Eyan,  the  studious  Forrester 
and  so  I  could  go  on  naming  all  of  them.  And 
they  have  given  it  their  heart's  best  thought 
and  they  believe  in  it.  They  wlU  not  lead  you 
astray.  They  have  seen  a  great  vision;  ths 
vision  of  industry  free.  ^        ^„ 

We  hope  you  will  study  thU  plan,  Thero  will 
be  some  five  thousand  copies  of  the  plan  hen 
for  distribution  beforo  you  leave.  We  hope  that 
it  will  meet  with  your  approval,  because  it  ap- 

Elies  not  onlv  to  the  railroads — though  it  may 
e  applied  there  first — but  it  applies  to  every 
industry  based  on  a  grant,  monopoly,  or  priv- 
ilege, and  I  beltove  it  embodies  a  step  in  in- 
dustrial development  in  advance  of  anything 
that  has  been  heretofore  suggested. 

The  future  of  the  world  lies  in  your  hands. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  that  futuro  depends 
upon  your  acceptance  of  this  plan,  but  the  plan 
wnich  you  adopt  for  the  solution  of  our  in- 
dustrial problems  does  involve  the  stability  of 
civilization.  Generations  yet  unborn  will  look 
back  to  this  convention  of  the  workers  of 
America,  and  they  may  date  the  legenerstion  of 
all  mankind  from  this  meeting.  It  is  said  ws 
cannot  succeed  with  this  plan.  Don't  you  be- 
lieve it;  we  can  succeed  with  it.  It  is  a  ouestion 
not  to  be  determined  by  this  Congress;  it  most 
be  determined  by  the  American  people,  and  when 
the  voice  of  the  American  people  speaks  Con- 
gress will  obey.  Not  only  Congress,  but  every 
other  division  of  government  must  obey  the 
voice  of  our  people,  and  that  voice  is  growing 
stronger  and  stronger  every  day. 

Two  million  men  throun  their  organisations 
have  alroady  endorsed  this  plan:  two  million 
men  in  the  railway  employ.  Organizations  rop- 
resenting  three-quarters  of  a  million  farmers 
have  endorsed  it  through  their  officials — ^thero 
was  no  opportimity  for  them  to  endorse  it  in 
convention.  The  Non-Partisan  League  of  the 
Northwest  has  also  endorsed  it  through  its  offi- 
cials, and  we  will  have  tlva  eonvention  endorse- 
ment from  that  great  body.  That  means  a  mil- 
lion votes;  the  farmers  two  or  three  million 
votes;  the  railroad  organizations  certainly  mean 
three  votes  for  every  man;  and  with  ten  mil- 
lion voices,  raised  to  reconstruct  Industry  on  this 
plan  or  any  other  plan  upon  which  they  agree 
means  absolute  control,  and  it  rests  in  your 
hands. 

I  thank  you. 

Delegate  Emoiy,  Minneapolis,  moved  that  the 
.  address  of  Mr.  Plumb  be  made  a  part  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  convention,  and  that  the 
thanks  of  the  convention  be  tendered  him  for 
its  deUvery.  Motion  was  seconded  and  eaft>ied. 
Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following  com- 
munication: 

UNITED  STATES  SHIPPINO   BOABD 
Bmergenoy   Fleet   Corporation 
Philadelphia,    Pa..    June   9.  - 1919. 
Mr.    Samuel   Gompers, 
Hotel  Alamae, 
Atlantic   City,   N.    J. 
Dear  Mr.  Gompers: 
The  suggestion  oontained  in  your  taUgram 
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of  June  8th  that  the  vessel  being  named  for 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  christ- 
ened ''Afel"  is  a  good  one.  Please  verify 
this  spelling.  Should  the  name  be  ''Afel^ 
or   "Afoir* 

The  request  that  srou  should  name  this  ves- 
sel carries  with  it  the  further  request  that 
you  should  select  the  sponsor.  Will  70U 
kindly  let  me  know  at  the  earliest  opportunity 
the  name  of  the  lady  whom  you  will  desig- 
nate to  christen  the  ship? 

The  launching  will  take  place  at  high 
tide  on  the  morning  of  June  28th  at  the 
Hog  Island  Shipyard.  This  vessel  is  7500 
deadweight,  steel,  cargo  earnring  and  oil 
burning.  It  is  desired  that  not  only  yourself, 
but  all  other  officials  of  the  American  i^edera- 
tion  of  Labor  who  can  possibly  be  present 
attend  the  launching,  as  well  as  the  delegates 
and  representatives  now  attending  the  At- 
lantic City  Convention.  Display  of  the 
union  button  will  be  all  that  will  be  nec- 
essary to  gain  admission  to  the  yard  on  that 
day. 

Mr.  Brush,  the  president  of  the  Hog  Island 
yard,  advises  me  that  he  is  designating  a 
local  shipyard  committee  representative  or 
the  various  trades  allied  with  the  A<.  F.  of 
L.  who  w!ll  handle  the  launching  program. 
Very  truly  yours, 

FRANK   B.   LORD, 
Assistant  to  the  Chairman. 

Delegates  Wharton,  Machinists,  moved  that 
resolutions  be  accepted  up  to  twelve  o'clock 
Tuesday  night.  Motion  seconded  and  cai^ 
ried. 

Resolution  No.  46— By  Ddegates  M.  J. 
SiUinsky  of  the  Journeymen  Tailors'  Union 
of  America,  and  Max  Gorenstein  of  the  I.  L. 
G.  W.  W. 

WHEREAS,  As  a  result  of  the  jurisdic- 
tional controversy  between  the  United  Hat- 
^ters  of  North  America  and  the  United  Cloth 
Hat  and  Cap  Makers  of  North  America  over 
the  millinery  trade,  the  latter  organization 
"was  suspended  from  the  American  Federation 
of   Labor;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Hatters  at  their 
last  convention  held  in  the  city  of  New 
York  during  the  month  of  May,  1919,  have, 
according  to  press  reports,  changed  their 
.attitude  to  the  cap  trade  and  decided  to 
claim  jurisdiction  over  this  trade,  which  is 
practically  one  hundred  per  cent,  organiiea 
under  the  banner  of  the  United  Cloth  Hat 
and  Cap  Makers  of  North  America;  and 

WHEREAS,  With  this  new  attitude  of  the 
United  Hatters,  the  jurisdictional  tangle  aiul 
.strife  between  them  and  the  United  Cloth 
Hat  and  Cap  Makers  will  naturally  grow 
still  more  bitter  and  prejudicial  to  the  in- 
terests and  progress  of  all  the  headgear 
workers,  whether  felt  hatters,  millinery  work- 
ers  or   cloth   hat  and   cap   makers;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Cloth  Hat  and 
Cap  Makers  are  known  to  favor  amalgama- 
tion with  the  United  Hatters,  and  have  intro- 
duced a  resolution  to  that  effect  at  the 
Buffalo  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.;  there- 
fore, b^  it 

RESOLVED.  That  with  the  United  Hatters 
now  claiming  jurisdiction  over  the  entire 
membership    of    the    United    Ototh    Hat    and 


Cap  Makers  they  cannot  reasonably  refuse 
amalgamation  with  this  latter  organization 
and  that  the  Executive  Council  therefore  be 
instructed  to  call  a  conference  of  both  organ- 
izations for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about 
amalgamation    between    them. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ebceeutlve  Coun- 
cil's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  47.  By  Delegates  E.  E. 
Baker,  H.  J.  Conway  and  John  B.  Schulte, 
Retail  Clerks'  International  Protective  Asso- 
ciation. 

WHEREAS,  During  the  month  of  October, 
1018,  a  former  local  of  our  International 
movement,  known  as  Local  No.  4  of  Butte, 
Montana,  seceded  by  vote  of  that  organiza- 
tion from  iU  affiliation  with  their  Inter- 
national, and  since  that  time  have  retainea 
their  representation  in  the  Silver  Bow  Trades 
and  Labor  Assembly,  and  also  to  the  best 
®L..  ^^^  knowledge  have  continued  their 
affiliation  with  the  MonUna  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  both  organizations  working 
under  charters  from  the  American  Federa- 
tion  of  Labor;   and 

WHEREAS,  Every  possible  effort  nas  Deen 
made  to  obtain  the  reafflliation  of  this  local 
with  our  International  Association  or  the  un- 
seating of  their  delegates  from  the  Silver 
Bow  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly  and  the 
Montana  State  Federation  of  Labor;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  hereby  instruct  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil to  demand  within  a  period  not  to  exceed 
thirty  days  the  unseating  of  all  d&'egaies  ur 
representatives  from  former  Local  No.  4 
of  the  Retail  Clerks'  International  Protec* 
live  Association,  or  any  independent  organi- 
zation of  salespeople  in  Butte,  Montana,  mi 
both  of  the  above  mentioned  bodies. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Local  and  Feder- 
ated Bodies. 

Resolution  No.  48— By  Delegate  D.  D'Ales- 
sandro  of  the  International  Hod  Carriers, 
Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Union  or 
America. 

WHEREAS,  The  world  war  has  brought  the 
workers  of  the  world  into  closer  relations, 
especially  from  an  economic  standpoint  ana 
has  particularly  demonstrated  the  necessity 
of  better  understanding  and  mutual  confi- 
dence in  the  matter  of  a  just  peace  which 
shall  recognize  and  safeguard  the  rights  ana 
interesto  of  labor  here  and  elsewhere,  there- 
fore be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  as  one  means  toward 
the  accomplishment  of  the  foregoing  purposes 
we  recommend  that  all  national  and  inter- 
national unions  admit  to  membership  with- 
out the  payment  of  an  initiation  fee  all 
journeymen  workers  who  can  show  a  paid 
up  working  card  with  a  certificate  showing 
they  have  served  the  required  apprentice- 
ship, provided  such  workers  are  members 
of  unions  recognized  by  the  American  Fed- 
eration  of  Labor. 

Referred     to     Committee    on     Organization. 

Resolution  No.  49— By  Delegate  Harry  L. 
Hartford,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Central  Labor 
Union. 
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WHEREAS.  On  March  1,  1918.  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  approved  the  ex- 
penditure of  $60,000,000  for  the  housing  or 
shipyard  workers,  and  later,  on  May  16. 
1018.  approved  the  further  'sxpend'.ture  of 
$50,000,000  for  the  housing  of  war  workers, 
to  be  spent  under  the  direction  of  the 
Emergency  Fleet  Corporation  and  the  United 
States   Department   of   Labor;   and 

WHEREAS.  The  public  money  appropriated 
has  been  used  to  build  houses  now  oeeu- 
pied  by  families  who  are  forced  to  pay 
abnormal  rents,  based  on  the  cost  of  con- 
struction, completed  durins  the  war  emer- 
sency,  is  an  injustice  and  a  hardship  on 
the  workers :  and 

WHEREAS.  Property  owners  have  taken 
advantage  of  the  excessive  prices  fixed  t>y 
the  Government  rent  adjusters  and  carried 
on  a  general  campaign  of  profiteering  ano 
rent  boosting,  thereby  imposing  great  hard- 
ships on  the  tenants;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  go  on 
record  as  protesting  the  policy  of  the  Emer- 
gency Fleet  Corporation  charging  excessive 
rents  for  the  property  built  by  them  with  tne 
public    money:    be   it    further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  committee  of  three  De 
appointed  with  full  authority  and  instruc- 
tions to  convey  the  sentiment  of  th'.s  con- 
vention to  all  persons  and  departments  con- 
cerned and  to  use  all  means  at  their  disposal 
to  reduce  rents  on  all  Government  housing 
projects    to   a    normal    equitable   figure. 

Referred   to   Committee   on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  60— By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,  of  the  Central  Labor  Council, 
Portland,  Ore. 

A  Resolution  demanding  the  election  or 
"foremen"  by  the  workmen  who  must  worx 
under   the'r  directions. 

WHEREAS.  Union  men  must  function  in  a 
way  to  benefit  the  laboring  class  as  a  whole 
or  go  down  in  defeat:  and 

WHEREAS,  A  great  portion  of  the  abu5es 
which  are  imposed  on  the  laboring  class  by 
the  employing  class  could  not  be  successtully 
practiced  were  it  not  for  the  custom  now  es- 
tablished of  keeping  overseers  and  foremen  in 
charge  of  work  who  are  entirely  heartless 
and  disregardful  of  the  welfare  of  the 
workers :   and 

WHEREAS,  The  producers  of  wealth  have 
as  much  right  to  decide  who  shall  direct 
their  labors  as  has  the  employer:  therefore 
he   it 

RESOLVED,  That  on  and  after  May  I, 
1920.  the  workers  in  any  industry  shall  have 
the  privilege,  and  are  encouraged  to  demand 
the  right,  to  "elect"  the  foreman  under  whom 
they  shall  work,  by  a  majority  vote  of  the 
entire  force  of  the  employes  engaged  in  that 
industry. 

Referred    to    Committee   on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  61— By  Delegates  W.  W. 
Britton,  Geo.  Leary  and  H.  C.  Diehl,  of  the 
Metal    Polishers'    International    Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Jewelry 
Workers'  Union  have  persistently  refused  to 
obey  the  mandates  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  as  expressed  by  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  St.  Paul 
«on  vent  ion  of  the  A.   F.  of  L.,  and  are  con- 


tinuing to  solicit  and  accept  as  members  into 
their  organisation  those  workers  who  right- 
fully eomc  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Metai 
Polishers'  International  Union,  the  Interna- 
t'onal  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  Amalgamated 
Alliance,  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists ;    therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
suspend  the  charter  of  the  Jewelry  Workers' 
Union  until  such  time  as  they  comply  with 
the  mandates  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  as  expressed  by  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the  St.  Paul 
Convention. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Exceptive 
Council's    Report. 

Resolution  No.  62— By  Delegates  Wm.  J. 
Schultz.  Janitors'  16876.  St.  Louis.  Mo.;  I.  £. 
Holm,  Supt.  Janitors'  and  Assistants,  16923. 
New  York;  P.  J.  Reardon,  Janitors'  14986, 
Boston,  Mass. :  and  Jacob  Middleton,  Janitors 
and    Helpers.   No.    16084,    Charleston,    S.    C. 

WHEREAS.  The  membership  of  local 
unions  Nos.  16928  and  16166,  of  New  York. 
N.  Y. :  14986  of  Boston,  Mass.;  18162  of 
Springfield,  Mass. ;  16928  of  Providence,  R.  I. ; 
18180  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  15876  of  St.  Louis. 
Mo. :  16234  of  Memphis.  Tenn. ;  14882  or 
Chicago,  HI.;  16198  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa: 
16608  of  Denver,  Colo.;  10367  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Calif.;  14606  of  Seattle,  Wash.;  16130 
of  Aberdeen,  Wash.;  16804  of  Charleston,  S. 
C.  affiliated  with  th^  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  have  unanimously  decided,  after 
thoroughly  studying  and  canvassing  carefully 
the  situation  with  reference  to  the  building 
(or  institution)  cleaning  and  domestic  ser- 
vice employes,  that  the  interests  of  the  said 
workers  in  the  United  States  could  be  best 
served  and  advanced  by  the  formation  of  an 
international  union  under  the  supervision  of 
the  American   Federation   of   Labor ;   and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  at  this  time  sixty 
locals  affiliated  with  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  composed  of  such  building 
(or  institution)  cleaning  and  domestic  ser- 
vice employees,  with  a  combined  member- 
ship    of     approximately     6,000 ;    and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  now  a  temporary 
international  union  of  building  service  em- 
ployees organised  and  composed  of  locals 
throughout  the  United  States  that  are  affili- 
ated with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor; 
and 

WHEREAS,  A  charter  fully  sUting  the 
jurisdiction  of  an  international  union  of 
bu'lding  service  employes,  be  "persons  em- 
ployed in  the  cleaning,  custodians  and  domes- 
tic service  of  any  institution,"  that  mean- 
ing those  workers  known  as  custodians, 
matrons,  housekeepers,  janitors,  janitresses, 
housemen,  maids,  servants,  porters,  watch- 
men, elevator  operators  and  starters,  house 
and    window    cleaners:    and 

WHEREAS,  In  every  city,  town  and  village 
are  these  classes  of  workers  unorganized,  and 
that  the  said  locals  affiliated  with  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  are  only  in  forty- 
one   cities ;   and 

WHEREAS,  Experience  has  taught  that 
the  way  to  organize  the  workers  is  to  puc 
the  work  or  organization  into  the  hands  or 
specialized  organizers  experienced  in  the  said 
callings ;  and 
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WHEREAS.  The  sixty  locals  now  «zistinff 
are  able  to  finance  and  promote  the  or- 
ganisation of  an  international  imioB  in  tiM 
United  SUtes,  as  is  exhibited  in  the  flnaneial 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  American 
Fedwation  of  Labor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  to  this,  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  instmet  the 
President  of  the  American  Federation  ot 
Labor  to  issue  a  call  within  six  months  to 
such  local  unions  of  bnilding  service  em- 
ployees for  a  convention,  at  which  conven- 
tion an  international  onion  shall  be  orgam- 
sed  under  the  supervision  and  in  conformity 
with  the  constitution  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  5S — By  Delegates  W.  W. 
Britton,  George  Leary  and  Chas.  B.  Atherton, 
of  the  Metal  Polishers  International  Union, 
and  John  J.  Connolly,  0.  H.  Grow,  H.  W. 
Brown  and  Wm.  Schoenberg,  of  the  Inter- 
national  Association   of   Machinists. 

WHEREAS,  The  firm  of  the  Hamilton- 
Beach  Manufacturing  Company,  makers  of 
electrical  products  of  Racine,  Wis.,  bave 
locked  out  all  employees  of  their  factory  after 
having  previously  agreed  to  submit  to  and 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  War  Labor 
Board;    therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  grant  all  moral  assistance 
possible  to  the  locked  out  employees  of  the 
Hamilton-Beach  Manufacturing  Company 
which  includes  members  of  the  Metal  Polish- 
ers' International  Union  and  the  members 
of  the  International  Association  of  Machin- 
ists. 

Referred   to   Committee  on    Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  64 — By  Delegates  John 
O'Keefe  and  Harry  L.  Morrison,  of  the 
Laundry  Workers'  International  Union. 

WHERBIAS,  There  are  about  one  hundred 
thousand  women  workers  employed  in  the 
laundry  industry,  the  majority  of  whom  have 
not  yet  been  organised  into  local  unions  of 
their  craft;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Laundry  Workers'  Inter- 
national Union  is  meeting  with  dcterminetf 
opposition  from  the  National  Association  of 
Laundry  Owners  in  its  efforts  to  organise 
both  the  men  and  women  laundry  workers; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  above-mentioned  associa- 
tion of  Jaundry  owners  have  gone  on  record 
in  their  national  conventions  and  in  their  state 
conventions  as  being  utterly  opposed  to  tne 
right  of  collective  bargaining  with  their  em- 
ployees, and  have  pledged  their  association 
members  to  operate  and  maintain  non-union 
laundries;   and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  detrimental  to  the  inter- 
ests of  organized  labor  to  have  the  large 
laundry  industry  oi>erated  under  non-union 
conditions;    therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  re- 
quested to  issue  during  the  coming  year  a 
special  circular  letter  to  all  salaried  and 
volunteer  organizers  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  directing  their  attention 
to  the  great  need  for  organisation'  work  that 


is   to  be  found  among     the     women     wage- 
workers  of  the  laundry  industry. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  65— By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,  of  the  Central  Labor  Council,  of 
Portland,  Oregon. 

WHEREAS,  Any  movement  or  lack  of  no- 
tion at  the  present  time  which  does  not  pro* 
mote  the  idea  of  "solidarity"  in  the  ranks 
of  labor  is  a'  dangerous  and  disintegrat- 
ing agency;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Labor  Day  aa 
recognized  and  celebrated  on  the  first  Moi^ 
day  in  September  of  each  year,  starting  aa 
it  did  from  a  successful  local  picnic  or  j<d- 
liflcatlon,  was  "boosted"  into  national  pnmii- 
nence  by  designing  politicians  to  prevent 
the  European  Labor  Day  beeong  a  world* 
wide  adhesive   power;   and 

WHEREAS,  With  this  bond  of  unity  being 
made  a  tie  of  affection  to  bind  all  the  worki 
of  labor  into  an  universal  brotherhood,  and 
with  working  agreements  and  union  contracts 
with  the  employers  terminating,  all  at  a  given 
time  would  prove  a  valuable  help  in  the  task 
of  "getting  the  boss  off  our  back;"  therefore 
be.  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  or 
Labor  does  hereby  declare  the  Labor  Day 
as  heretofore  recognised  and  cdebrated  on 
the  first  Monday  in  September  to  be  aban- 
doned and  of  no  effect. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  next  Labor  Day  to 
be  recognized  and  celebrated  as  "Labor's 
Own  Day  of  Independence"  shall  be  on 
Bfay  1,  1920.  and  on  the  same  date  of  Majr 
1,    of  each   year  thereafter. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  66 — By  Delegate  Vinton  I* 
Dillon,  of  the  International  Molders  of 
North   America . 

WHEREAS,  Many  workers  left  their 
homes  and  traveled  to  different  parts  of  th* 
country  during  the  war  to  work  for  th* 
United  States  Government;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  this  work  is  finished  and 
the  workers  are  returning  to  their  homes, 
we  believe  it  is  only  Just  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  their  transportation  home; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  instruct  the  E!xecutivo 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  use  every  honorable  means,  to 
secure  for  these  workers  transportation  to 
their  homes  after  they  havf  completed  their 
work. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  State  Organisa- 
tions. 

Resolution  No.  67— By  Delegate  Max  8. 
Hayes,  of  the  International  Typographical- 
Union. 

WHEREAS.  With  the  rapid  demobilisa- 
tion of  our  valiant  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines,  there  is  presented  acutely  the  prob- 
lem of  employment  for  these  men;  and 

WHEREAS.  These  men  are  being  taken 
advantage  of  by  employers  who  are  offering 
them  jobs  at  starvation  wages,  thus  threat-- 
ening  and  breaking  down  union  conditions; 
and 
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WHEREAS,  Employinfir  interests  ,^b*ve 
cone  BO  far  as  to  use  our  former  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines  as  scabs  to  br^k 
strikes,  securinar  these  boys  through  mis- 
represenUtions  and  allurements,  and  through 
taking  advantage  of  their  n^essity ;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  organized  an 
association  of  ex-service  men,  banded  to- 
gether as  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  for  their 
own  protection,  in  fullest  sympathy  with 
•rganized  labor,  in  strongest  opposition  to 
the  use  of  their  comrades  as  strike  breakers, 
as  they  have  shown  in  those  cases  in  New 
York  when  they  endeavored  to  prevent  the 
use  of  uniformed  men  in  the  harbor  strikes ; 
and 

WHEREAS.  This  assocUtion,  known  as 
The  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Marines  Protective 
Association,  is  organized  to  secure  employ- 
ment for  its  members  at  union  wages.  Md 
under  union  conditions,  is  committed  to  the 
shorter  workday,  vocational  training,  and  a 
year's  pay  at  $80  for  all  ex-service  men. 
and  is  in  thorough  sympathy  with  organised 
labor;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  above  association  recog- 
nising the  evils  of  autocracy  and  militarism, 
its  members  having  given  their  lives  to 
preserve  the  nation's  peace  and  democratic 
institutions,  is  pledged  to  these  lofty  ends; 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  purposes  of  the  associa- 
tion above  mentioned  are  in  accord  with 
those  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor; 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  tMs  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  call  upon  its 
affiliated  organisations  to  encourage  and 
assist  morally  and  financially  The  Soldiers, 
Sailors  and  Marines  Protective  Association, 
and  similar  associations  of  soldiers  and 
sailors  for  similar  purposes,  to  secure  their 
Just  demands  and  rights. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  58 — By  Delegate  A.  E. 
Fisher,  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly. 
Beaumont,  Texas. 

WHEREAS.  There  are  many  thousands  of 
workers  employed  in  the  timber  industry 
of  the  South;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  majority  of  these  work- 
«rs  are  underpaid  and  are  employed  by 
lumber  barons  who  heretofore  have  mani- 
fested an  antagonistic  attitude  toward  organ- 
ised labor  and  the  principles  of  collective 
bargaining;  and 

WHEREAS,  Practically  all  these  workers 
«ould  be  added  to  the  ranks  of  organized 
labor,  were  they  advised  of  the  proper  steps 
-necessary  to  take  to  get  into  the  Timber 
Workers;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  workers,  so  long  as 
they  remain  unorganised,  are  unable  to 
hetter  their  condition;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  President  and  Ex- 
•ecutive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
•of  Labor  be  instructed  by  this  convention 
to  give  every  support  to  the  Timber  Work- 
ers' in  the  work  of  organising  those  em- 
I'loyed  in  the  timber  industry  of  the  South. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Organization. 

Resolution  No.  69 — ^By  Delegate  Max  S. 
Hayes  (introduced  at  request  of  Marion, 
Ohio.   Central   Labor   Union) . 


WHEREAS,  There  are  ever- recurring  con- 
troversies between  employers  and  employes 
over  the  division  of  the  wealth  created  by 
the  employes  by  the  use  of  the  machinery 
of  production  owned  by  the  employers:  and 

WHEREAS,  At  present  when  the  workers 
of  one  branch  of  an  industry  go  on  strike 
they  often  lose  the  battle  because  other 
workers  of  a  different  branch  of  the  same 
industry,  in  the  same  town  or  even  same 
establishment,  or  workers  of  the  same  branch 
of  industry  in  a  different  locality,  or  work- 
ers of  a  different  industry  upon  which  the 
industry  of  the  strikers  is  dependent,  being 
bound  by  contracts  that  expire  at  different 
times  from  those  who  are  on  strike  remain 
at  work,  thus  virtually  scabbing  on  their 
fellow- workers  and  helping  to  defeat  them: 
and 

WHEREAS,  If  the  employes  are  to  win 
they  must  recognize  the  fact  that  all  work- 
ers are  brothers;  that  an  injury  to  one  is 
an  injury  to  all:  that  in  solidarity  there  is 
power;  that  by  a  united  demand  often  con- 
cessions could  be  gained  without  a  strike, 
and  that  in  order  to  win  they  must  put 
themselves  in  a  position  so  that  when  neces- 
sary they  can  make  common  cause  with 
their  fellow-workers  and  all  act  in  concert; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-Ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  goes  on  record  as  being  in  favor 
of  all  unions  in  the  United  States— except 
those  industries  in  which  the  state  of  trade 
makes  it  more  advantageous  to  make  con- 
tracts at  a  different  time — having  their 
contracts  with  their  employers  made  for 
only  one  year,  and  all  to  bear  date  of  May  1. 
May  1  of  each  year  to  be  observed  by  union 
labor  as  a  holiday:  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED;  That  it  U  the  sense  of  thU 
convention  that  all  delegates  hereto  should 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  the  princi- 
ples embodied  in  this  resolution  adopted  by 
their  various  state  federations  of  labor,  their 
central  bodies,  their  national  and  interna- 
tional and  local  unions. 

Referred   to   Committee   on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  60 — By  Delegate  Michael 
A.  Broderick,  of  the  Quincy,  Mass.,  Central 
Labor  Union. 

WHEREAS,  A  condition  prevails  in  the 
metal  industry  of  this  country  that  is  im- 
practical from  an  organization  standpoint, 
insofar  as  it  concerns  one  of  the  crafts 
whose  occupation  is  being  rapidly  expanded 
because  of  changing  methods  of  manufac- 
ture, namely,  the  welding  and  burning 
processes  by  electricity  and  oxy-acetylene 
gas;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  for  the  mutual  protec- 
tion of  all  employed  in  metal  work,  irre- 
spective of  craft  or  calling,  that  all  be 
organized  to  the  greatest  possible  extent: 
and 

WHEREAS.  Because  of  the  prevailing 
condition  in  this  craft,  many  workers  can- 
not be  organized  owing  to  Jurisdictional 
claims  of  various  national  and  international 
bodies    in    the   organized    metal    crafts;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  workmen  following  the 
electric  and  oxy-acetylene  welding  industry 
are  employed  at  their  trade  in  shipyards, 
foundries,  auto  manufactories,  repair  shops, 
machine  shops,  blacksmith  shops,  copper 
shops,     sheet-metel    shops,    and     structural 


Digitized  by 


Google 


212 


REPORT    OF    PROCSBDINGS 


op€xmtioiw»  in  fact,  in  mil  th«  indnttrie* 
where  metab   of  any  nature  are  used;  and 

WHEREAS,  All  these  trades  or  crafts 
claim  jurisdiction  necessitating  the  electric 
and  ozy-acetylene  welders  to  carry  cards  in 
as  many  different  orsanisations  as  there 
are  trades   involved;  uerefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  electric  and  oxy- 
acetylene  welders  be  reco^rnized  as  a  separate 
trade  and  that  a  charter  recoimisinir  thia 
fact  be  issued  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  because  the  electric  and  ozy- 
acetylene  weldins  process  is  a  distinct  trade 
apart  entirely  from  the  other  trades  in  the 
metal  industry;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  committees  composed  of 
men  followinsr  the  electric  and  oxy-aeetylene 
trade  be  ffiven  an  opportunity  to  appear 
before  the  proper  committees  at  the  above- 
named  conventions  to  show  reasons  why 
the  request  for  charter  should  be  granted,  or 
if  the  matter  is  referred  to  Executive 
Council  of  American  Federation  of  Labor 
that  the  committee  referred  to,  be  ffiven  the 
same  opportunity  to  present  its  case  before 
the  Excutive  Council. 

Referred   to   Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resohition  No.  61— By  Delegates  Milton 
Snellinffs,  H.  M.  Comerford,  B.  L.  Edserton, 
and  Albert  Peterson,  of  the  International 
Union   of   Steam   and   Operating   Engineers. 

To  the  officers  and  delegates  of  the  Thirty - 
Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  assembled  in  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J, 
Greetings: 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Union  of 
Steam  and  Operating  Engineers  have  been 
on  strike  in  brickyards  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago and  vicinity  since  September,  1912, 
and  are  now  on  strike;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Brick  and  Clay 
Workers  of  America  have  during  that  period 
manned  the  positions  struck  by  the  engineers 
with  members  of  their  organisation,  and 
thereby  helping  to  break  the  strike,  which 
have  worked  a  great  injury  to  our  member- 
ship. 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Union  of 
Steam  and  Operative  Engineers  have  tried 
to  meet  with  representatives  of  the  United 
Brick  and  Clay  Workers  of  America  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  this  long-standing 
controversy  to  which  the  United  Brick  and 
Clay  Workers  of  America  have  not  respond- 
ed; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  tfan  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Ldl>or,  assembled 
in  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  instruct  the  United 
Brick  and  Clay  Workers  of  America  to 
observe  the  charter  rights  of  the  Interna- 
tional Union  of  Steam  and  Operating  En- 
gineers; and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  adjust  this  strike 
of  seven  (7)  years'  duration,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  International  Union  of  Steam  and 
Operating    Engineers. 

Referred  to   Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  62 — ^By  Delegate  William 
L  Gildas,  of  the  Lima,  Ohio,  Trades  and 
Labor  CounciL 


An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  amend 
Article  6  by  adding  the  following,  to  be 
known  as    Section   7: 

When  ten  (10)  unions  in  good  standing, 
affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  that  they 
represent  at  least  five  (5)  different  states, 
and  that  they  demand  the  recall  of  one  or 
more  of  the  officers;  it  will  be  the  duty  of 
the  officers  to  prepare  ballots  for  said  recall, 
and  mail  the  same  to  all  affiliated  unions, 
and  if  said  recall  carries  by  at  least  two- 
thirds  majority  of  the  members  voting,  it 
will  be  the  further  duty  of  the  officers  to 
provide  for  the  election  of  a  successor  to 
the  defeated  official;  one  candidate  shall  be 
nominated  by  the  officers  and  two  others,  the 
first  and  second  choice  of  the  ten  (10) 
unions  originating  that  recall;  the  election 
shall  be  conducted  as  proposed  in  amend- 
ment to  Article  6,  Section  1. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Laws. 

Resolution  No.  68 — By  Delegates  James 
P.  Noonan,  James  J.  McAndrews,  Edw.  J. 
Evans,  William  J.  Brennan,  George  L. 
Berry,  Henry  F.  Boyen. 

WHEREAS,  By  general  referendum  vote 
the  general  membership  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers  instructed 
its  international  officers  to  call  a  nation- 
wide strike  of  the  electrical  workers  and 
telephone  operators  employed  by  the  tele- 
phone systems  operating  in  the  United  States, 
and  by  authority  of  such  instruction  the 
said  officers  have  issued  a  strike  caU,  set- 
ting June  16,  1010,  as  the  day  for  the 
strike  of  the  telephone  electrical  workers: 
and 

WHEREAS,  By  authority  of  congressional 
action  the  control  and  management  of  the 
telephone  systems  of  the  United  States  were 
placed  in  the  charge  of  the  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  officers  of  the  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers 
have  earnestly  attempted  since  August, 
1018,  until  this  date,  to  secure  a  working 
understanding  with  the  Postmaster  (General 
in  reference  to  these  employes;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Postmaster  General  has 

S remised  to  establish  a  working  arrangement 
nt  failed  to  do  so  and  has  turned  the 
operation  of  the  telephone  lines  back  to 
private  control,  retaining  the  financial  con- 
trol in  the  Government  of  the  United  States ; 
and 

WHEREAS.  Prior  to  the  taking  over  of 
the  said  telephone  systems  by  the  United 
States  Government  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Electrical  Workers  had  working 
agreements  with  various  of  these  companies ; 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  Postmaster  General  has 
persistently  refused  to  renew  these  agree- 
ments upon  their  termination  or  to  make 
any  provisions  to  care  for  the  electrical 
employes  of  said  company,  the  above-men- 
tioned strike  vote  became  an  urgent  necee- 
sity  to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  member- 
ship involved;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  officers  of  the  Interna- 
tional Brotherhood  have  at  all  times  during 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  refused  to  c^ 
or  sanction  a  strike  against  said  telephone 
companies,  attempting  at  all  times  to  assist 
the  (?ovemment  in  tba  successful  prose- 
cution  of  the  war;  be  it  further 
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BSSOLVBD,  Thmt  the  American  Fedeni- 
tion,  lA  convention  assembled,  and  its  affili- 
ations pledge  their  moral  and  financial  sap- 
port  in  the  prosecution  of  said  strike;  and. 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  or  a 
committee  appointed  by  it,  proceed  forth- 
with to  Washington.  D.  C.  to  take  up  this 
matter  with  the  Governmental  authorities 
with  a  view  of  procuring  a  satisfactory 
adjustment  of  this   matter. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Councirs  Report. 

Resolution  No.  64 — By  Delegate  C.  F. 
Grow,  of  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists,  and  Delegate  J.  P.  Noonan.  of 
the  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers. 

WHEREAS.  The  workers  of  America  are 
paying  an  enormous  toll  in  life  and  Umb  in 
industrial  accidents,  there  being  over  700.000 
accidents,  including  25,000  fatalities,  con- 
sidered by  compensation  boards  each  year: 
and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  proportion  of  these 
accidents  could  and  should  be  prevented; 
and  

WHERE!AS.  There  are  important  indus- 
trial sections  in  which  there  is  little  or  no 
public  action  being  taken  to  prevent  such 
accidents;  and 

WHEREAS.  There  is  great  need  for  im- 
provement in,  and  extension  of  methods 
and  devices  for  safeguarding  the  lives  of 
the  workers,  and  of  crystallizing  the  very 
best  practice  into  sets  of  rules  for  various 
bntnches  of  industry^'  thus  maScing"  for 
greater  efficiency  and  uniformity  in  safety 
standards;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  Government 
should  actively  participate  in  the  develop- 
ment and  formulation  of  such  safety  stan- 
dards; and 

WHEREAS,  The  conditions  of  labor  have 
already  been  greatly  improved  by  the  Work- 
ing Conditions  Service  of  the  Department  of 
Labor,  by  the  application  of  the  Federal 
safety  standards  in  Federal  industrial  es- 
tablishments, by  the  safety  work  of  the 
Bureau  of  Mines  in  the  mining  industry, 
and  by  the  general  safety  work  of  the 
Bureau  of  Standards,  particularly  in  investi- 
gations leading  to  uniformity  of  require- 
ments, *and  in  the  consulting  engineering 
service  rendered  state  and  city  authorities; 
and 

WHEREAS,  A  recent  conference  called 
by  the  Bureau  of  Standards  and  attended 
by  delegates  of  nearly  a  hundred  national 
organisations,  representing  all  interests  con- 
cerned, agreed  upon  the  need  for  develop- 
ing a  set  of  national  industrial  safety  codes : 
Therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  in  the  interests  of  labor 
this  work  should  be  actively  continued  and 
extended,  and  that  adequate  support  should 
be  provided  for  the  active  participation  of 
the  appropriate  Government  bureaus  in  the 
undertaking;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  this  resolu- 
'  j^tfon  be  transmitted  to  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Labor  of  the  United  States 
House  of  Representatives,  and  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  and  Labor  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  to  the  Secretaries  of 
Labor.  Commerce,  Interior,   War  and  Navy. 


Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's   Report. 

Resolution  No.  66 — By  Delegates  J.  W. 
Kline,  International  Brotherhood  of  Black- 
smiths and  Helpers;  T.  Healy,  International 
Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Firemen  and 
Oilers;  A.  O.  Wharton.  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Machinists'  Delegation;  John  J. 
Hynes.  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International 
Union. 

WHEREAS.  The  members  of  various 
labor  unions  and  other  employes  of  the 
Willys-Overland  Company  at  Toledo.  Ohio. 
Elyria,  Ohio,  and  Elmira.  N.  Y.,  plants  have 
for  the  past  three  years  enjoyed  the  eight- 
hour  day  with  Saturday  half  holidays;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Willys -Overland  Com- 
pany, did  on  May  6th.  arbitrarily  increase 
the  working  hours  from  the  45-hour  basic 
week  to  the  48-hour  basic  week  while  nego- 
tiations for  a  new  wage  adjustment  were  in 
progress;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  Willys -Overland  Com- 
pany has  in  the  past  met  with  committees 
selected  by  the  various  unions  to  negotiate 
wages  and  shop  conditions,  but  is  now  in- 
sisting that  all  committees  in  future  must 
be  selected  under  a  plan  prepared  by  the 
company;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  increase  the  hours  of  labor 
at  this  time  is  unfair,  undemocratic,  un- 
American  and  contrary  to  the  necessities 
of  the  times;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  fundamental  right 
of  members  of  organised  labor  to  choose 
their  shop  committees  at  their  own  time 
and  convenience;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  members  of  organised 
labor  employed  by  the  Willys -Overland 
Company  did  insist  upon  maintaining  the 
conditions  established  and  under  which  they 
were  working,  and  as  a  consequence  thereof 
were  arbitrarily  locked  out  by  the  company, 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  em- 
phatically denounces  the  attitude  of  the 
Willys-Overland  Company ;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  all  national  and  in- 
ternational unions  circularise  their  local 
lodges,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed  to 
communicate  with  ail  central  labor  unions, 
calling  "attention  to  the  unfair  attitlude 
of  the  Willys -Overland  Company  toward 
union  labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on   Boycotts. 

Resolution  No.  66 — By  Delegate  Patrick 
J.  Cahillane,  of  tbe  City  Employes'  Local. 
No.  16951.  Manchester.  N.  H. 

WHEREAS.  The  organised  labor  move- 
ment of  New  Hampshire  has  been  active 
in  efforts  to  perfect  the  organisation  of  all 
wageworkers;  and 

WHEREAS.  In  the  furtherance  of  this 
plan  the  active  union  men  and  women  of 
New  Hampshire  hav^  been  untiring  in  their 
efforts  and  unsparing  in  their  contribution 
of  time  and  finances;  and 

WHEREAS.  It  is  believed  that  greater 
progress  can  be  made  in  this  work  by  an 
organizer    of    the    American    Federation    of 
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Labor  who  will  bring  to  his  aid  the  prestiffe 
of  the  whole  labor  movement;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  the  Executive  Board  be  instruct- 
ed to  designate  an  organiser  for  New 
Hampshire  who  shall  direct  and  co-operata 
with  efforts  of  the  existing  labor  movement 
to  perfect  the  organising  of  its  workers. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  67 — By  Delegates  J.  W. 
Kline,  International  Brotherhood  of  Black- 
smiths and  Helpers;  A.  O.  Wharton.  Inter- 
national Association  of  Machinists;  John  J. 
Hynes,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers' 
International  Alliance;  Milton  Snellings.  H. 
M.  Comerford;  T.  Healy.  International 
Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Firemen  and 
Oilers. 

WHERliAS,  The  Mayor  of  Toledo.  Ohio, 
has  seen  lit  to  utilise  returned  soldiers  as 
citisen  police  in  a  labor  controversy,  which 
action  was  entirely  uncalled  for  and  un- 
necessary; and 

WHEREAS.  The  utilising  of  returned  sol- 
diers in  the  uniform  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  in  such  a  capacity  will  bring 
disgrace  and  discredit  to  a  uniform  which 
all  American  citisens  desire  to  respect;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  uniforms  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  should  be 
used  only  in  such  a  manner  as  to  command 
the  respect  of  the  citisens  of  the  United 
States;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Fedvsra- 
tion  of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  de- 
nounces the  action  of  the  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Toledo  in  employing  returned  sol- 
diers in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States 
army  as  citisen  police  in  a  labor  controversy, 
which  really  means  using  the  uniform  of 
the  United  States  as  a  protection  for  strike- 
breakers; and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  protest 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  against  the  uniform 
of  the  army  or  navy  being  used  for  such 
purpose;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  requested  to  take  immediate  steps,  by 
legislation  or  otherwise,  to  prevent  such 
use  of  the  uniform  of  the  United  States 
army  or  navy  and  to  provide  proper  and 
adequate  punishment  for  those  who  so  use 
or  cause  ■  to   be  so   used   such  uniform. 

Referred   to   Committee   on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  M — By  Delegate  W.  V. 
Ringer,  of  Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16988, 
of  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

WHEREAS,  The  poor  state  of  organisa- 
tions existing  in  York,  Pa.,  and  Frederick, 
Md.,  is  a  great  hindrance  to  other  nearby 
towns  and  cities,  and  that  investigation  will 
prove  that  those  two  towns  can  be  organ- 
ised by  a  concerted  effort  on  the  part  of 
all  trades  through  their  respective  organ- 
isers going  in  simultaneously  and  remain- 
ing for  about  one  week;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  A.  F.  of  L.  use  its 
influence  to  have  such  a  crew  visit  those 
towns  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the  final 
organising  of  the  said  towns. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Organisation. 


Resolution  No.  69 — By  Delegates  of  the 
National  Association  of  Master  Mates  and 
Pilots,  National  Marine  Engineers'  Bene- 
ficiary Association,  and  International  Sea- 
men's Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  Recruiting  and  Training 
Service  and  the  Sea  Service  Bureau  of  the 
United  States  Shipping  Board  are  asking 
Congress  for  an  appropriation  under  which 
those  war  institutions  may  continue  during 
peace;  and 

WHEREAS.  Both  of  those  institutions  are 
useless  for  any  practical  purpose  and  if  we 
really  mean  to  build  up  a  personnel  for  a 
merchant  marine,  we  should  return  to  the 
system  of  training  men  on  board  ships 
actually  engaged  in  the  ocean  and  coastwise 
service  and  under  the  direction  of  the  ship 
officers;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  convention  hereby 
enter  an  emphatic  protest  against  any 
further  appropriation  being  made  for  the 
continuance  of  the  above-mentioned  insti- 
tution: and,   be   it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  these  resohitions  be 
forwarded  to  the  Appropriation  Committee 
in  Congress. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  70 — By  Delegate  J.  E. 
Crain,  of  the  Orange,  Texas,  Labor  and 
Trades    Council. 

WHEREAS,  Owing  to  conditions  created 
and  existing  during  the  war  and  continuing 
since  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  many 
thousands  of  men  have  been  ad^ed  to  the 
ranks  of  organised  labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  of  these  recruits,  while 
enthusiastic,  are  not  well  informed  in  regard 
to  the  Jurisdiction  claims  and  principles  laid 
down  in  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  for  the  protection  of  each 
organised  craft  against  encroachment  by 
other  organised  crafts;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  lack  of  information,  to- 
gether with  a  certain  amount  of  confusion 
existing  on  account  of  some  new  lines  of 
work  being  created,  and  new  crafts  being 
organised,  has  caused  serious  friction  to 
come  up  between  powerful  organisations 
which  threatens  to  disrupt  some  local  organ- 
isations of  large  membership;  and 

WHEREAS,  If  organised  labor  is  to  sur- 
vive and  improve  the  conditions  of  the  wage 
earners  of  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary 
that  every  branch  and  every  local  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  be  kept  alive  and  working  to- 
gether as  harmoniously  as  possible;  there- 
fore,   be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  all  necessary  steps  be 
taken  at  the  convention  whereby  authorised 
representatives  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  shall,  as 
soon  as  possible,  visit  the  places  where 
friction  is  known  to  exist  between  various 
locals  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  use  every 
means  in  their  power  to  bring  about  re- 
conciliation between  said  locals,  and  to  estab- 
lish harmony  and  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  all  parties  concerned. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  71— By  Delegate  Wm.  Koch, 
of  the  Colorado  SUte  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,    Through    the    persistent    efforts 
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ol  the  American  Federation  of  ^'^'L^ni&A 
unions  afBliated  the  wage  earners  of  th«  UiUJed 
States  have  ttrmly  established  the  eight  hour 
tow  Tstandard  that  is  used  as  a  base  when 
measuring  the  working  day;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  also  need  of  a  fixed 
standard  minimum  wage  for  workers  in  all  lines 
of  occupation  and  endeavor,  to  be  likewise  used 
as  a  base  when  measuring  the  rate  of  wages  to 
be  paid  for  eight  hours  work  or  service;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  8dth  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  that  we  recoro 
our  hearty  approval  of  the  plan  to  fix  a  stand- 
ard minimum  wage  for  workers  not  onlv  by 
action  of  unions  afflUated  but  also  by  action 
through  the  legishitures  of  the  various  states 
of  the  nation;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Officers  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  and  they 
hereby  are  instructed  to  carry  out  insofar  as 
they  are  able  to  do  it  the  objects  and  purposes 
of  this  resolution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  72— By  Delegates  John 
O'Keefe  and  Harry  L.  Morrison,  of  the  Laundry 
Workers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  A  great  wave  of  organization  is 
sweeping  the  country  at  the  present  time,,  as 
witness  the  fact,  that  the  unorgai^xed  m«n,Jf»d 
women  laundry  workers  of  manv  difrerent  cittes 
appeal  every  day  to  the  Laundry  Workers  In- 
temaUonal  Union  for  Organizers  or  repreeente- 
Uves  to  assist  them  in  being  organixed;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  limited  financial  resources  of 
the  Laundry  Workers'  International  Union  does 
not  allow  them  to  comply  with  many  of  these 
requests  for  Organizers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Union  men  of  America  are 
deeply  interested  in  the  organization  of  women 
wage  workers,  and  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  former  conventions  has  gone  on  record 
as  betog  heartily  in  favor  of  organizing  all 
women  wage  workers  as  soon  as  possible  into 
Unions  of  their  respective  crafto;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  contribution  of  one  cent  each 
from  the  three  million  or  more  of  Union  mem- 
bers would  establish  a  large  fund  that  could 
be  used  to  facilitate  the  organization  of  the 
women  wage  workers;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  authorize  the 
Executive  Council  to  levy  a  one  cent  assessment 
on  all  affiliated  members  for  the  special  purpose 
of  organizing  women  wage  workers;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  be 
requested  to  devote  such  part  of  this  fund,  as 
they  may  deem  necessaiy,  for  the  purpose  of 
orvninizing  the  women  employed  in  the  laundry 
industry. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  78 — By  Delegate  C.  A.  Strick- 
land.  Ore.,  Central  Council. 

WHEREAS.  Unrest  is  rampant  throughout 
the  land:  and 

WHEREAS,  This  unrest  would  be  mitigated 
and  greatly  relieved  if  all  classes  of  men  could 
express  their  wishes  at  the  voting  polls;  and 

WHEREAS.  Many  workers  are  deprived  of  the 


right  to  voU  by  having  been  discharged,  pur- 
posely,  and  caused  to  move  away  from  the  pre- 
cincto  where  they  were  entitled  to  a  vote;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  day  of  **Ward-heeling"  and 
"gang-voting"  is  passed  forever  in  America; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  United  States  Con- 
gress and  all  State  Legislatures  be  and  hereby 
are  petitioned  to  so  change  the  registration 
laws  that  every  citizen  can  cast  a  vote  at  all 
elections,  who  has  resided  .within  the  precinct 
where  the  vote  is  offered  to  be  cast,  for  a  period 
of  twenty-four  consecutive  hours  previous  to  the 
act  of  voting. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  74 — By  Cigar  Makers'  Dele- 
gation. 

WHEREAS,  The  cigar  manufacturers  of  De- 
troit, employing  about  8,000,  fully  90  per  cent, 
of  whom  are  unorganired,  and  manv  of  whom 
are  women,  foreign  bom  or  of  foreign  extrae- 
tion;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  manufacturers,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  unorganized  condition  of  these 
workers  and  their  lack  of  knowledge  of  America 
and  our  institutions,  have  so  reduced  wages  and 
working  conditions  that  a  condition  exists  which 
is  a  disgrace  to  America  and  her  institutions; 

WHEREAS,  In  Justification  of  the  foregoing 
statement  16  persons  and  members  familiar  with 
the  cigar  industry  of  Detroit,  all  being  duly 
sworn,  have  made  affidavits,  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows: 

Harry  Carpenter  and  Henry  Verbonggen: 
That  the  Hemeter  Cigar  Co.,  of  Detroit,  fined 
them  26  cents  each  for  each  thousand  cigars 
if  not  sufficient  cigars  were  rolled  out  of  the 
tobacco,  and  compelled  each  worker  to  turn  in 
two  free  cigars  on  each  1000.  Fines  amounted 
to  as  much  as  $1.26   a  week. 

Tessie  McKay:  That  she  worked  for  the 
Mazer  Cigar  Co.  and  received  for  a  6H  marble 
head  shape  cigars,  as  a  roller,  $6.60  per 
1000,  the  bunch  maker.  $8.00;  toUl  $8.60. 
The  imion  cigar  maker  received  $20.00  per 
thousand  for  marble  heads. 

Anna  PoUtonska:  That  she  worked  at  the 
San  Tel  mo  Cigar  Co.,  where  about  1000  girls 
were  employed,  making  the  Pastora  6H  inch. 
10-11  cent  cigar;  prices  paid,  25  cents  a  hun- 
dred, but  was  compelled  to  make  one  free  out 
of  each  100;  a  system  of  fines  prevailed.  The 
union  price  on  same  class  of  cigars  is  $1.00  per 
hundred.  This  firm  takes  from  the  workers, 
based  on  the  prices  union  factories  pay,  at  least 
$1,500,000.00  in  wages,  besides  the  free 
cigars. 

Dorothy  Paradowska:  That  she  rolled  800 
cigars  a  day  and  made  8  free  cigars;  that  she 
was  fined  10  and  20  cents  per  1000  for  making 
less  out  of  tobacco  than  demanded.  Other  girls 
fined  as  much  as  40  cents  per  M.  One  girl  was 
fined  $1.60  in  one  day.  Prices  paid  for  rolling, 
$4.25  per  thousand.  Union  price  $10.00  per 
thousand.  Work  is  from  6:80  a.  m.  to  6  p.  m. 
with  five  minutes  for  lunch  in  the  factory. 
Girls  who  lunch  at  home  are  on  the  run  going 
and   coming  from  lunch. 

Marie  Lubas,  Francis  Lubas  and  their  mother, 
Mrs.  Lubas:  That  they  were  employed  at  San 
Telmo  Cigar  Co.,  Detroit.  Rollers  at  this 
branch  receive  $4.40  and  bunch  breakers  $2.26. 
Hours  from  6:80  a.  m.  to  5:80  p.  m.     Girls 
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take  from  5  to  10  minutes  for  lunch;  thoM 
ipoing  out  and  those  going  home  rush  right 
back.  Making  one  free  cigar  for  each  100  com- 
pulsory. On  October  1.  1918,  an  increase  of 
tfO  cents  for  roUinjpr  and  25  cents  for  bunch 
making  went  into  ef^ct.  but  the  system  of  fining 
prevails  and  the  increase  in  wages  did  not  cover 
the  additional  fines. 

May  Hammond  and  Stella  Ward:  That  the 
Wayne  Cigar  Co.  (renamed  General  Cigar  Co.) 
paid  $8.50  for  1000  made  by  team,  which  was 
equally  divided.  Girls  had  to  strip  own  wrap- 
pers. Union  price  for  same  class  of  work 
921.00  per  thousand.  System  of  fines  prevails. 
Hours  from  7  a.  m.  to  5  p.  m.  (Marie  Lubas 
also  testified  to  substantially  same  statement.) 
No  free  smokes  or  fines  permitted  in  union 
shops. 

Stella  Kierzawska:  That  the  Lillies  Cigar 
Co.  pays  different  prices  for  rolling  and  bunch 
making  to  different  girls.  Some  receive  $2.50 
and  others  up  to  $4.00  for  rolling  the  same 
cigars.  The  system  of  rolling  one  free  to  every 
100  and  being  fined  generously  prevails.  Hours 
from  7  a.  m.  to  5  and  6  p.  hl  Fines  are 
definite  being  $1.00  a  week  for  failure  to  keep 
irithin  the  limit  on  stock. 

Thomas  Keating:  That  he  received  $2.60 
per  1000  making  bunches  at  the  Lillies  Cigar 
Co.  Union  price  is  $5.00.  Substantiates  state- 
ment as  to  free  bimches  and  fines. 

Rose  Yelinck:  Testifies  to  the  same  general 
prices  and  conditions  prevailing  at  the  Lillie 
Ci^r    Co.   while   working   there. 

David  S.  Jones  and  John  Dridamne:  That 
Chas.  J.  Spietz,  part  owner  and  manager  of  the 
Wayne  Cigar  Co.,  asserted  in  their  presence  that 
he  would  not  consent  to  run  a  union  factory 
as  long  as  he  could  get  cattle  t«  make  them 
at  their  own  price,  and  that  he'd  be  a  fool  to 
run  a  union  shop,  and  that  David  S.  Jones  was 
a  fool  to  bother  himself  about  cattle  employed 
by  Wayne  Cigar  Co. 

WHEREAS,  The  action  of  these  non-union 
Jnanufacturers,  especially  the  Havana  American 
Cigar  Company,  a  part  of  the  cigar  and  to- 
bacco trust,  has  defied  the  Federal  Government 
and  the  State  Government  by  refusing  to  recog- 
nize the  official  conciliators  and  mediators  of 
the  federal  and  state  government;  and,  more- 
over, have  denied  the  right  of  collective  bargain- 
ing, the  right  to  organize,  and  have  refused  to 
recognire  in  any  way  the  local  or  International 
Union,  or  state  or  city  federations  of  labor; 

WHEREAS.  The  actions  of  these  autocratic, 
get-rich-quick  concerns,  with  no  thought  of  any- 
thing but  the  dollar  mark,  which  they  place 
above  human  rights  and  human  welfare,  is  cal- 
culated to,  and  has  created,  a  spirit  of  unrest 
And  a  state  of  mind  bordering  upon  hatred,  and 
a  feeling  of  doubt,  in  which  the  employes  are 
askinar:  "Is  there  any  economic  justice  in 
America?"  "Are  these  arrogant  institutions 
so  strong  and  powerful  that  they  can  refuse 
with  impunity  to  meet  and  treat  with  govern- 
ment conciliators  and  mediators,  and  deny  the 
right  of  organization  and  collective  bargaining, 
"  j"f  V  ??*^**  ^^^  ^®°  recognized  and  con- 
ceded by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,  the 
Congress,  and  the  Stote,  the  War  Labor  Board, 
and  all  just  and  right-thinking  men  and 
women?"  and 

WHEREAS,  These  non-union  concerns,  especi- 
ally the  American  Tobacco  Company,  which  em- 
ploys thousands  of  men  and  women  in  factories 
in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York.  Ohio. 
Louisiana,    Indiana,    Illinois,    Michigan,    Florida. 


Porto  Rico,  and  other  states,  make  it  doubly 
difi^cult.  to  organize  the  workmen  or  for  the 
workers  to  increase  wages  or  shorten  the  hours 
of  labor,  or  otherwise  improve  woridng  condi- 
tions, because  these  employers  have  the  power 
by  closing  a  local  factory  or  factories  where 
an  attempt  is  made  to  achieve  these  things, 
and  then  increasing  their  force  on  the  same 
brands  in  other  factories  not  affected;  tberefore. 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  respectfully  request  the  Hon.  Wil- 
liam B.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  Labor,  to  cause 
an  investigation  of  the  wages,  hoiu-s  of  labor, 
and  working  conditions,  prevailing  in  factories 
owned  and  operated  by  the  American  Tobacco 
Company  and  its  subsidiary  branches  and  the 
cigar  industry  generally  in  Detroit,  Michigan; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  executive  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  are  hereb\ 
instructed  to  render  the  Cigar  Makers'  Interna* 
tional  Union  all  assistance  possible  through  its 
paid  and  voluntary  organizers,  in  an  effort  to 
organize  the  unfortunate  workers  now  held  in 
bondage  hjr  the  American  Tobacco  Company  and 
its  subsidiaries,  and  other  large  non-union  em- 
ployers in  the  cigar  industry. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  |Jo.  76 — By  Delegate  E.  G.  Hall, 
of  the  Minnesota  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  in  a  number  of  cities, 
organizations  of  police  or  peace  officers  who  are 
under  one  form  of  civil  service  rule  or  another, 
and  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  principles 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  well 
as  its  policies;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  many  cities,  city  employeef 
under  civil  service  are  being  admitted  through 
Federal  Unions  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  all  police  or  peace  officers 
be  admitted  to  membership  to  Federal  Unions 
the  same  as  other  city  or  county  employees  un- 
der civil  service  laws  in  compliance  with  th«» 
constitution  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Councirc 
Report. 

Resolution    No.    76 — By    Delegate    Harry      A. 

Badgett,  of  Federal  Labor  Union  No.   16321. 

RESOLVED.  That,  as  the  man  working  in 
the  day  has  the  best  part  of  the  working  day 
allotted  him.  a  good  night's  sleep  and  the  best 
part  of  the  afternoon  and  evening  for  recrea- 
tion, and  as  the  night  man  has  to  fight  sleep 
in  summer  time,  inhale  the  fumes  of  a  torch 
stand  the  noise  of  the  daily  routine  of  business] 
we  therefore  request  the  Executive  Council  to 
present  this  resolution  to  Congress  and  have 
Congress  enact  a  law  to  equalize  these  condi- 
tions  by  giving  the  night  man  more  pay. 

We,  the  undereigned,  brothers  of  American 
federation  of  Labor,  do  hereby  resolve  that  as 
white  organizers  in  the  South  have  trouble  in 
getting  among  the  colored  workmen  that  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  appoint  a  colored 
orpinizer  in  every  state  where  one  is  needed, 
and  be  it  further  resolved  that  the  American 
federation    of    Labor    appoint    a    laboring    man 
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from  the  craft  to  represent  ti8  at  Waahingtoo 
in  any  bualneaa  to  the  benefit  of  the  craft. 
W.    M.    WATSON, 

Federal  Union,  No.  16681. 
WM.    E.    McKlNNON, 

Ship  Tard  Labor,  No.   15080. 
ROBERT  J.   LANE, 

Shipyard    Labor   No.    lo9ii. 
WILLIE  E.   VAUGHN, 

No.  15392. 
HARRY    BADGETT, 

La  Junita,  Colo.,  No.  16821. 
O.  L.   LEONARD, 

Local  No.    16417. 
EDMUND  TURNE, 

Local  No.  16109. 
JAMES    W.    FITTS, 
Oyiters  Shuckera,  Local  No.  16117. 
MATT  LEWIS 

H.   H.  U.  No.   16406. 
JOHN   A.   LACET, 
Rec.   Sec.   Colored  O.  L.  U.,   Norfolk,   Va. 
J.    W.    RICHARDSON, 
Suffolk,  Va.,  Local  No.  15869,  Peanut  Worker. 
Referred   to   Committee   on    Org^anixation. 
Rcaolation     No.     77~By     Delegate     George 
Rincker,    of    th«    Sign    and    Bulletin    Board 
Hansert,  No.  14872. 

WHEREAS,  The  expenses  allowed  fraternal 
delegates  have  not  been  increased  for  several 
years;  and 

WHEREAS,    In    the  performance      of    their 

duties  the  cost  at  the  present  time  is  almost 

one   hundred   per   cent,  more      than   formerly; 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  an  increase  be  granted  the 
fraternal  delegates  correspondingly  with  the  in- 
creased cost  of  living. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  78.  By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,  of  the  Portland,  Ore.,  Central 
Labor   Council. 

WHEREAS,  Back  of  all  wars  of  conquest 
is  the  spirit  of  brutality,  greed  and  commer- 
cialism. And  back  of  all  revolutionary  wars 
for  redress  of  wrongs  is  the  spirit  of  in- 
dependence,  liberty.   Justice  and   democracy; 

WHEREAS,  Much  credit  is  always  due,  but 
usually  denied,  to  the  extremist  who  urges 
and  advocates  radical  and  revolutionary  re> 
form  measures  for  application  to  our  indus- 
trial order,  inasmuch  as  his  keen  vision  is 
always  pcrcursory  to  a  discovery  of  exist- 
ing evils;  and 

WHEREAS.  All  adjustments  and  supple- 
ments are  of  the  nature  of  a  compromise 
and  the  conclusions  arrived  at  could  not  be 
of  an  advancing  natare  except  for  the  ex- 
treme measures  and  need  of  changes  put 
forth   by    these   radicals:  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  Government,  while  we 
boast  of  maintaining  an  asylum  jTor  political 
offenders  of  the  entire  world,  has.  during  re- 
cent years  been  most  extremebr  severe  with 
such   "alleged"   offenders;   and 

WHEREAS,  In  a  vast  majority  of  eases  the 
victims  of  prosecution  or  persecution  under 
the  espionage  act  have  appeared  more  in  the 
light  .of  violators  of  "a  legal"  protection, 
claimed  by  the  predatory  interests  and  of 
"vested  rights"  than  as  enemies  of  our  free 
institutions ;  and 

WHEREAS,  None,  not  even  the  riost  im- 
perialistic,  among  the  European  governments 


are  so  eeasdessly  continuing  to  punish  their 
labor  leaders  and  radical  reformers  for  the 
use  of  "free  speech  and  a  free  press"  as  is 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
America;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  regular  session  assembled,  at 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  that  this  body  recom- 
mend and  urge  all  state,  central  and  local  un- 
ions to  at  once  petition  Congress  and  all 
legislative  or  executive  powers  to  immediate^ 
ty  have  released  from  aU  prisons  in  America 
all  men  and  women  hdd  as  violators  of  the 
espionage  act  and  similar  laws  which  were 
enacted  as  a  war  emergency  or  for  other  rea- 
sons, except  those  persons  proven  guilty  of 
high  treason.  Also  to  demand  the  immediate 
repeal  of  all  such  laws  tending  to  restrict  the 
rights  of  free  speech,  a  free  press  and  the 
peaceable  assemblinflr  as  is  guaranteed  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Referred   to   Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  79.  By  Delegate  William 
Koch,  of  the  Colorado  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  State  Federations  of  Labor 
in  many  States  are  unable  on  account  of  lack 
of  funds  (and  lack  of  interest  on  the  part 
of  many  local  unions)  to  properly  carry  on 
the  work  which  the  Federation  should  do  for 
the  benefit  of  the  labor  movement,  and 

WHEREAS,  If  all  international  unions  that 
are  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  would  insist  that  their  local  unions 
affiliate  with  their  State  Federations,  the 
Federations  would  become  a  great  power  in 
the    trade   union    movement,    and 

WHEREAS,  Instead  of  the  per  capita  Ux 
being  a  burden  upon  a  few  unions  they  could 
be  fixed  at  a  rate  which  would  not  be  a 
hardship  on  any  of  them  and  the  Federation 
would  be  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  all 
times,  and 

WHEREAS,  Believing  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  all  international  unions  to  have  their  lo- 
cal unions  affiliate  with  their  State  Federa- 
tions and  become  a  part  of  the  trade  union 
movement  in  their  localities,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  its  thirty-ninth  annual  conven- 
tion assembled,  that  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  Federation  be  instructed  to  take  this 
matter  up  with  all  international  unions  af- 
filiated with  this  Federation  at  the  earliest 
possible  time  and  that  every  effort  be  made 
to  have  the  internationals  whose  local  unions 
are  not  afiUiated  with  their  State  Federa- 
tions to  do  so. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  State  Organisa- 
tion. 

Resolution  No.  80.  By  Delegate  Nathan  P. 
Birch,   of  the  Newsboys'   Union,   No.   15.8S6. 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  convention  assembled  in  Seattle, 
1918,  adopted  a  substitute  resolution  placing 
the  issuance  of  charters  to  newsboys  and 
carriers'  organisations  into  the  hands  of  the 
Etxeeutive  Council  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  time  lost  in  waiting  for 
a  meeting  is  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  those  desiring  to  organise  and  a 
great  handicap  to  organizers;  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  the  power  to  issue 
charters    to    organisations    of    newsboys     be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


218 


REPORT    OF    PB0CEBDIN08 


placed  in  the  hands  of  the  president  and 
secretary  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor;  and,  further  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  action  of  the  1918 
convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  for  the  further  organisation  of  news- 
boys and  carriers  may  be  immediately  under- 
taken. 

Referred   to   Committee  on   Organization. 

Resolution  No.  81 — By  Delegates  Joe  N. 
Weber.  D.  A.  Carey.  C.  A.  Weaver  and  Joe. 
F.  Winkler,  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Musicians;  Charles  C.  Shay.  L.  G.  Doll'.ver. 
P.  J.  Ryan  and  John  J.  Barry,  of  4he  In- 
ternational Alliance  of  Theatrical  Stage  Em- 
ployes. 

WHEREAS.  CerUin  Interests  in  the 
theatrical  Held  in  response  to  the  efforts  of 
the  unions  or  organizations  of  the  employes 
to  better  the  conditions  of  the  workers  in 
the  theatres  threatened  to  non-unionixe  their 
establishments  and  are  now  carrying  this 
threat   into  effect;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  activities  of  the  theatrical 
interests  referred  to  if  remaining  unchal- 
lenged will  eventually  lead  to  attempts  by 
other  theatrical  interests  to  hinder  the  Im- 
proving of  the  conditions  of  the  workers  in 
theatres  and  furthermore  will  lead  to  efforts 
by  the  .employers  in  the  theatrical  field  to 
lower  the  existing  conditions  of  said  workers ; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  CouncO 
is  hereby  instructed  upon  the  request  for  as- 
sistance from  the  organizations  interested  to 
render  such  assistance  to  the  fullest  extent  in 
order  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ers in  theatres  and  is  further  instructed  to 
declare  all  theatrical  interests  who  maintain 
an  antagonistic  policy  towards  the  organized 
workers  in  theatres  and  their  organizations 
as    unfair    to    organized   labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Boycotts. 
Resolution  No.  82 — By  C.  A.  Strickland,  of 
the  Portland.  Ore..  Central  Labor  Council. 

WHEREAS.  The  only  soil  in  which  "dual 
unions"  have  rooted  is  the  attempted  monopo- 
lisation of  labor's  functionings  by  the  crafts, 
under  the  tutelage  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. ;  and 
WHEREAS,  An  aristocracy  of  union  la- 
bor would  curse  the  world  as  sorely  as  has 
the   aristocracy   of  capitalism ;  and 

WHEREAS,  By  the  introduction  of 
modem  machinery,  one  unskilled  man  is 
«nabled  to  render  a  large  number  of  skilled 
mechanics  Jobless;  and 

WHEREAS.  Through  this  process  of  chang- 
ing the  methods  of  doing  the  world's  work  It 
is  not  far  amiss  to  state  that  "there  are  no 
crafts  at  the  present  stage  of  industrial  de- 
velopment;" and 

WHEREAS,  The  new  industrial  democracy 
must  be  met  with  entirely  new  plans  of  ac- 
tion   1^   the   toilers ;    be    it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  regular 
session  assembled,  that  the  General  Executive 
Board  proceed  at  once  to  formulate  a  plan 
for  the  reorganization  of  the  labor  movement; 
to  change  from  the  craft-line  plan  of 
organization  to  one  being  based  on  the  plan 
of  "industries"  or  "plant  unions,"  making 


all  working  cards  universally  interchange- 
able. To  empower  the  several  shop  conunlt- 
tees,  representing  the  different  classes  of  wonc 
In    each    plant    to    form    a    general    shop,    or 

{>lant  committee,  invested  with  powers  to 
eg'slate  in  all  matters  of  interest  to  tne 
workmen  of  that  industry.  They  shall  act, 
subjeet  to,  or  not  in  conflict  with  their  Dis- 
trict Central  Councils,  which  Councils  shall 
co-operate  with  other  similar  Councils, 
through  and  by  State  federated  bod'.es  con- 
sisting of  delegates  from  the  District  Central 
Councils.  These  State  federated  bodies  to  oe 
bound  by  and  conform  to  the  general  con- 
stitution of  the  reorganized  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

RESOLVED.  That  the  SUte  and  National 
Federation  bodies  shall  hold  annuifl  or  called 
conventions  as  the  needs  and  welfare  of 
labor's    cnterests    shall    require. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  8S — By  Delegates  Andrew  C. 
Hughes  and  James  J.  Doyle,  of  the  Coopers' 
International   Union. 

WHEREAS,  Resolution  85  of  the  St.  Paul 
convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  covering  jurisdiction  disputes  between 
tb^  TQternatioxud  Longshoremen's  Association, 
wa>  ordered  to  be  amicably  settled  through  a 
contcicnce  arranged  by  the  president  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  between  that 
organization  and  the  Coopers'  International 
Union,  covering  ship  cooperage  and  cooper- 
age repair  work  on  the  docks  of  Greater 
New  York ;  and 

WHEREAS.  President  Gompers  delegated 
James  E.  Roach  his  representative  U*  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  city  to  bring  about  a  set- 
tlement between  the  two  contending  parties ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  On  October  18,  1918,  Rep- 
resentat'.ve  Roach  met  representali«^es  o£  botn 
organiaztions  and  arrived  to  .n  signed  agree- 
ment, which  if  lived  up  to  by  iba  I.  L.  A., 
would  forever  harmonize  the  claims  of  both 
organizations;   and 

WHEREAS.  The  signing  parties  repre- 
senting the  I.  L.  A.  had,  by  their  signatures, 
agreed  to  put  an  end  of  the  victimising  ot 
union  coopers  on  all  piers  of  Greater  New 
York,  recognizing  the  union  cards  of  coop- 
ers who  are  known  for  yeata  as  ship,  cargo 
:»nd    clock    c-iopei-? :    an«* 

WHEREAS,  A  short  time  after  the  depar- 
ture of  Representative  Roach,  the  two  busi- 
ness accents  of  the  I.  L.  A.  again  harassed 
out  members  by  compelling  employers  to 
discharge  them  and  put  to  work  members 
of  a  so-called  union  known  as  Cargo  Re- 
pairers Local,  No.  908,  under  threat  of  a 
strike;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Coopers'  Interna- 
tional Union  demand  that  the  .  L  L.  A. 
and  the  representatives  of  its  local  unions 
to  abide  by  their  agreement. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustments. 

Resolution   No.    84~By   Hatters'   delegates. 

WHEREAS.  The  union  label  of  the  United 
Hatters  of  North  America  at  the  present 
time  is  only  used  in  felt,  straw,  Panama 
and  wool  hats;  and 

WHEREAS,  Union  men  WM  desire  to  wear 
cloth   hats   and   caps    which   contain   a   union 
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label  reeoffnised  by  ihe  American  Fclera- 
UoB  of  Labor  canaot  do  so  becatue  the 
United  Hatters  of  North  America,  the  only 
organ'zation  in  the  head  gear  industry  af- 
filiated with  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, have  not  jurisdiction  over  that  branch 
of  the   industry ;    and 

WHEREAS.  The  recent  con/ention  of  the 
United  Hatters  of  North  America  instructed 
its  delegates  to  the  Thirty-n'nth  Aanoal  C-on- 
vention  of  the  American  Federation  of  I^bor 
to  ask  for  an  extension  of  the  charter  rights 
of  the  United  Hatters  of  North  America,  so 
as  to  cover  the  entire  head  gear  industry  for 
men,  women  and  children;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nnal  oonvent'on  of  the  American  I'edera- 
tion  of  Labor  in  convention  as*i<»rabled  ex- 
tend the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Hatters 
of  North  America  so  as  to  include  the 
making  of  all  fur,  felt,  wool,  straw,  Panama, 
velvet,  cloth  and  silk  bats  for  men.  women 
and  children,  also  the  making  of  hnts  or 
caps  of  any  other  material  which  might  be 
used   in  the  head   gear   industry. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil. 

Resolution  No.  85 — By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  of 
Portland,  Ore. 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  published  in  the 
daily  press,  that  on  the  request  of  PresMcnt 
Wilson,  two  divisions  of  the  American  Army 
which  were  scheduled  for  an  early  return 
home  are  to  be  retained  in  the  Army  of  Oc- 
cupation indefinitely,  and  as  it  appears  to 
be  the  plan  of  Secretary  of  War  Baker  and 
Chief  of  StafT  March  to  maintain  five  iivf- 
sions  of  the  American  Army  in  the  Army  of 
Occupation   in   Europe;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  reported  to  be  the  plans 
of  and  the  intention  of  Secretary  of  War 
Baker  and  Chief  of  Staff  March  to  maintain 
a  standing  army  of  not  less  than  500,000  or 
more  for  at  least  one  year;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  further  reported  that  It 
is  the  plan  of  the  militarists  of  this  country 
to  enforce  military  training  in  the  colleges, 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  througb- 
out  this  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  majority  of  the 
armies  and  navies  of  the  world  are  ob> 
tained  from  the  laboring  class  of  the  world ; 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  laborers  of  the  world 
pay  all  the  expenses  of  all  military  opera- 
tions, and  are  thereby  providing  lucrative 
positions  for  certain  individuals  who  thrive 
off  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  world,  and 
who  are  anxious  to  retain  their  official  po- 
sitions   in    the    arm'.es    and    navies ;    and 

WHEREAS,  Labor  believes  that  the  bet- 
ter interests  of  a  nation  would  be  perman- 
ently secured  if  the  vast  sirais  which  are 
used  for  military  purposes,  such  as  main- 
taining large  armies  and  navies,  were  used 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  con- 
structing permanent  trans-continental  high- 
ways across  our  country,  and  providing  im- 
provements which  would  prove  of  real  bene- 
fit to  the  present  society  and  to  the  future 
generations    which   may    come;    and 

WHEREAS,  In  its  finality  labor  is  oppos- 
ed to  wars,  and  to  all  education  which  tends 
to   train  men's  minds   for  war,   with  all  the 


resultant  destruction  of  life  and  property; 
therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  conventioiv  assembled,  do 
hereby  voice  a  protest  against  all  forms  of 
militarism,  and  does  now  most  respectfully 
request  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Woodrow  Wilson,  as  commander-' n-chief  of 
the  armies  and  navies  of  this  United  States, 
to  use  his  authority  for  the  purpose  of  with- 
drawing all  American  forces  from  foreign 
countries,  and  we  wish  to  especially  mention 
Russ'a,  and  other  European  countries  which 
are  now  wholly  or  partially  occupied  by  Amer- 
ican troops,  and  that  tbay  be  returned  to  their 
homes  and  demobilized  as  rapidly  as  trans- 
portation can  be  available;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  copy  be  sent  to  Secre- 
tary of  War  Baker,  and  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  be  notified  of  the  adoption 
of  these  resolutions,  and  that  organized  labor 
throughout  the  world  be  informed  of  the 
action  of  this  body. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  86 — By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,  of  the  Central  Labor  Council,  of 
Portland,   Ore.: 

WHEREAS,  It  has  recently  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  organised  labor  that  in  addi- 
tion to  other  enormous  sums  incurred  by  the 
late  war  is  an  expense  of  eighty-one  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  ($81.75)  per  man  sent 
to  fore'gn  soil,  and  realizing  that  labor  in 
the  finality  pays  all  debts ;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  respectfully  request  that  the 
Congress  of  this  United  States  give  some  ex- 
planation why  this  was  done.  We,  the  organ- 
ized labor  of  this  country  would  welcome  any 
information  which  would  explain  why  our 
sons  were  required  to  offer  their  lives  in  the 
protection  of  other  nations  and  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  doing  so. 

Referred   to   Committee  on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  87 — By  Delegate  John  J. 
Hjmes,  of  the  Metal  Workers'  Internationa) 
All'ance: 

WHEREAS,  The  splendid  growth  and  high 
standing  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor in  this  country  and  throughout  its  jur- 
isdiction has  been  brought  about  jointly  by 
the  efforts  of  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  the  officers  of  the 
international  unions ;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  salaries  paid  the  officials 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  have 
not  been  increased  since  1914,  and  the  labor 
and  responsibility  have  increased,  therefore; 
be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  on  and  after  July  1. 
1919,  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  made  $10,- 
000  per  yenr,  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  made 
$7600  per  year. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

RESOLUTION  No.  88— By  Delegates 
Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  of  the  National  Federa* 
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tion  of  Postal  Employes;  Edward  J.  Galnor 
of  the  National  Association  of  Letter  Car- 
riers; Luther  C.  Steward  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Federal  Empoyes;  E.  J.  Ryan, 
of    the    Railway    Mail    Association. 

WHEREAS.  The  Federal  Civil  Service  laws 
are  defective  In  not  making  provision  for 
granting  employes  the  right  to  appeal  from 
the  judgment  of  officials  in  disciplinary  eases, 
involving  demotion  or  dismissal;   and 

WHEREAS.  This  lodging  arbitrary  power 
in  the  hands  of  offieisds  frequently  results  in 
injustices  being  inflicted  upon  employes  and 
tends  toward  the  upbuilding  of  a  bureau- 
cracy in  our  government  institutions ;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
instruct  the  Executive  Council  to  co-operate 
with  the  representatives  of  afllKated  organiza- 
tions of  civO  service  employes  In  securing  the 
enactment  of  legislation,  granting  civil  service 
employes  the  right  to  a  heainng  and  to  an 
appeal  from  the  judgment  of  officials  In 
cases  involving  demotion  or  dismissal. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Residutlons. 

Resolution  No.  89 — By  Delegate  Frank 
Morrison,  of  the  International  Typographical 
Union: 

WHEREAS,  The  maternal  death  rate  of 
the  United  States  is  14th  in  the  list  of  pnn- 
cipal  civilised  countries;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  infant  death  rate  of  the 
United  States  is  11th  In  the  list  of  principal 
civilised  countries ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  protection  of  the  welfare 
of  mothers  and  young  children  of  this  nation 
is  a  fundamental  public  duty  of  profound  in- 
terest to  labor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  urges  Congressional  action  di- 
recting Federal  co-operation  with  States  in 
providing  funds  and  in  organising  and  carry- 
ing forward  the  wdfare,  medical,  nursing  and 
instructional  services  necessary  to  secure  rea- 
sonaUe  care  for  every  mother  and  young 
child. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Residution  No.  90 — By  Delegates  Thomas  F. 
Flaherty,  of  the  National  Federation  of  Pos- 
tal Employes,  and  Edward  J.  Ryan,  Railway 
Mail  Association: 

WHEREAS,  Thousands  of  postal  employes 
throughout  the  postal  service  are  comi>elled 
to  work  nights  under  conditions  inimi^  to 
their  mental  and  physical  well-being;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Postal  Department  grants 
no  recognition  by  either  a  wage  or  a  time 
difTerential  of  the  admitted  hardships  of  nignt 
work ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  AflUiated  Postal  Employes 
are  endeavoring  to  eliminate  unnecessary 
night  work  in  the  service  by  securing  a  re- 
duction in  the  daily  working  schedule  of  fif* 
teen  minutes  in  every  hour  worked  after  6:00 
P.  M.,  and  prior  to  6:00  A.  M.,  a  legislative 
reform  benefi&al  to  the  men  and  the  service; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  conventfc>n  endorse 
the  efforts  of  affiliated  postal  workers  to 
minimise  night  work  in  the  service  and   In- 


struct   the    Executive    Council    to    eo-operate 
in  securing  from  the  66th  Congress  the  need- 
ed legislation. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  91 — By  Delegate  Florence 
Etheridge,  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  has  from  its  inception  urged  the 
political  equality  of  women  on  the  same 
terms  as  men;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  last  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  adopted  a 
resolution  calling  upon  its  officiab  to  use 
their  best  efforts  to  secure  the  passage  of 
the  Federal  Suffrage  Amendment  througn 
the  United   States  Senate;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  passage  of  the  amendment 
through  Congress  has  now  been  achieved 
and  the  amendment  is  before  the  several 
states  for  ratification;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  shall 
urge  the  ratification  of  the  suffrage  amend- 
ment by  the  several  state  legislatures,  and 
shall  do  all  in  its  power  to  aid  in  the  speedy 
consummation  of  this  last  step  in  woman's 
enfranchisement,  as  it  has  ever  aided 
throughout  the  long  struggle. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  92 — By  Delegates  Edward 
J.  Gainor,  of  the  National  Association  of 
Letter  CarHers;  WiUiam  D.  Clark,  of  the 
Plate  Printers'  International  Union;  John 
B.  Colpoys,  of  the  Washington.  D.  C,  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union;  Charles  D.  Duffy,  of  the 
National  Association  of  Letter  Carriers;  Ed- 
ward J.  Ryan.  Railway  Mail  Association; 
Luther  C.  Steward,  National  Federation  of 
Federal  Employes;  Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Postal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  retirement  of  superan- 
nuated civil  service  employes  upon  service 
annuities  is  now  generally  recognised  as 
justifiable  from  both  a  humane  and  a  busi- 
ness  standpoint;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment is  one  of  the  few  in  the  world  that 
makes  no  provision  for  the  retirement  of  its 
aged  civil  service  workers  resulting  in  one 
of  two  conditions;  men  are  heartlessly  dis- 
missed after  years  of  faithful  service  or 
they  are  retained  upon  the  pay-roll  when  no 
longer  able  to  render  efficient  service;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  compensation  of  Govern- 
ment employes  is  insufficient  to  i>ermit  of 
adequate  savings  for  voluntary  retirement 
in  old  age;  and 

WHEREAS,  AU  political  parties  in  their 
platforms  have  pledged  their  support  for 
the  enactment  of  retirement  legislation; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
does  hereby  go  on  record  as  favoring 
an  eauitable  retirement  law  for  saperan- 
nuatea  Government  employes,  as  contem- 
plated by  the  Lehlbach  Bill  (H.  R..  8149), 
now  pending  before  Congress,  and  that  the 
Executive  Council  is  hereby  instructed  to 
use  every  means  at  its  command  to  secur* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMERICAN    FEDERATION    OF    LABOR 


221 


the    enactment   of    inch    legitlation   by    the 
Sixty-iixth  Congrees. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resohition  No.  98 — By  Delegates  E.  J. 
Ryan,  Railway  Mail  Association;  Edward  J. 
Gainor,  National  Association  of  Letter  Car- 
riers: Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  National  Federa- 
tion of  Postal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  Biffht-Honr  Law,  refftilat- 
inff  the  hours  of  work  for  post  office  clerks 
and  city  letter  carriers,  and  railway  postal 
clerks  assigned  to  terminal  and  transfer 
offices,  provides  that  only  in  emergencies 
shall  overtime  be  imposed,  and  for  such 
overtime  the  regular  rate  of  pay  shall  be 
paid;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  trade  union  principle, 
m  principle  now  almost  universally  in  effect 
in  private  industries,  on  Government  con- 
tract work  and  in  many  branches  of  the 
Oovemment  service  that  overtime  work  must 
be  compensated  for  at  a  higher  rate  of  pay; 
and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  absence  of  any  such 
penalty  for  work  in  excess  of  eight  hours 
in  the  postal  service,  the  practice  has  de- 
veloped of  imposing  excessively  long  hours 
of  work  daily  upon  the  experienced  men 
instead  of  keeping  the  working  force  re- 
cruited to  a  proper  standard;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  excessive  overtime  is 
breaking  down  the  health  and  morale  of  the 
men  in  the  service,  it  is  the  direct  cause 
of  the  resignation  of  many  employes,  and 
is  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  service; 
ther^ore,   be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
Sledges  its  support  to  the  Affiliated  Postal 
Imployes  in  their  efforts  to  insure  a  more 
strict  observance  of  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  postal  Eight-Hour  Law  by  securing 
legislation  establishing  a  rate  of  time  and 
one-half  for  all  work  in  excess  of  eight 
hours. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Shorter  Work 
Day. 

Resolution  No.  94 — By  Delegates  Luther 
0.  Steward,  National  Federation  of  Federal 
Employes;  Charles  B.  Stillman,  American 
Federation  of  Teachers;  Florence  Etheridge, 
National  Federation  of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  Scientific  research  and  the 
technical  application  of  results  of  research 
form  a  fundamental  basis  upon  which  the 
development  of  our  industries,  manufactur- 
ing, agriculture,  mining,  and  others  must 
rest;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  productivity  of  industry 
is  greatly  increased  by  the  technical  appli- 
cation of  the  results  of  scientific  research 
in  physics,  chemistry,  biology,  and  geology, 
in  engineering  and  agriculture,  and  in  the 
related  sciences;  and  the  health  and  well- 
being  not  only  of  the  workers  but  of  the 
whole  population  as  well,  are  dependent 
upon  advances  in  medicine  and  sanitation; 
so  that  the  value  of  scientific  advancement 
to  the  welfare  of  the  nation  is  many  times 
greater  than  the  cost  of  the  necessary  re- 
search; and 

WHEREAS,  The  increased  productivity  of 
industry    resulting    from    scientific    research 


is  a  most  potent  factor  in  the  ever-increas- 
ing struggle  of  the  workers  to  raise  their 
standards  of  living,  and  the  importance  of 
this  factor  must  steadily  increase  since 
there  is  a  limit  beyond  which  the  average 
standard  of  living  of  the  whole  population 
cannot  progress  by  the  usual  methods  of 
readjustment,  which  limit  can  only  be 
raised  by  research  and  the  utilisation  of  the 
results  of  research  in  industry;  and 

WHEREAS.  There  are  numerous  import- 
ant and  pressing  problems  of  administration 
and  regulation  now  faced  by  Federal,  state 
and  local  gpvemments,  the  wise  solution  of 
which  depends  upon  scientific  and  technical 
research;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  war  has  brought  home 
to  all  the  nations  engaged  in  it  the  over- 
whelming importance  of  science  and  tech- 
nology to  national  welfare,  whether  in  war 
or  in  peace,  and  not  only  is  private  initia- 
tive attempting  to  organise  far-reaching 
research  in  these  fields  on  a  national  scale, 
but  in  several  countries  Governmental 
participation  and  support  of  such  under- 
takings are  already  active;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled,  that  a 
broad  program  of  scientific  and  technical 
research  is  of  major  importance  to  the  na- 
tional welfare  and  should  be  fostered  in 
every  way  by  the  Federal  Government,  and 
that  the  activities  of  the  Government  itself 
in  such  research  should  be  adeauately  and 
generously  supported  in  order  that  the  work 
may  be  greatly  strengthened  and  extended; 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  is  in- 
structed to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate, 
and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  96 — By  Delegate  John  J. 
Hynes,  of  the  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal 
Workers. 

WHEREAS,  For  several  years  a  concro- 
versary  has  existed  between  the  Sheet  Metal 
Workers  Int.  Union  and  the  Stove  Mounters' 
Int.  Union;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  conferences  have  Deen 
held   without  any  result;   and 

WHEREAS.  Said  controversy  is  creating 
much  turmoil  in  the  industry;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  deputise 
one  of  their  members  to  make  an  investiga- 
tion looking  to  clarifying  the  situation  in 
an  amicable  way. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustments. 

Resolution  No.  96. — ^By  Dekagates  W.  W. 
Britton,  George  Leary,  H.  C.  Diehl,  Metal 
Polishers'  International  Union;  James  Wil- 
son, James  L.  Gemon,  J.  J.  Forrest,  Pattern 
Makers*  League;  Charles  J.  MacGowan,  In- 
ternatiopal  Brotherhood  of  Boilermakers; 
John  J.  Hynes,  Sheet  Metal  Workers: 

WHEREAS,  The  constitution  of  the  Ameri- 
can Fedarmtion  of  Labor  provides  for  the 
representation  of  all  divisions  of  labor  char- 
tered under  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  with  the  excep- 
tion  of  its   departments:  and 
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WHEREAS,  No  div:8ion  of  organized  labor 
chartered  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  i»  more  .m- 
portant  to  its  well  being  than  the  organized 
chartered   departments;   and 

WHEREAS.  State  organizations.  Central 
Bodies,  and  other  divisions  of  the  movement, 
are  in  a  position  because  of  having  a  repre- 
sentative attend  all  conventions  to  properly 
present  and  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  con- 
ventions such  resolutions,  motions  and  in- 
structions as  are  adopted  at  the  proper  meet- 
ings or  conventions  of  the  above  organiza- 
tions, the  departments,  however,  under  the 
constitution  are  denied  this  privilege;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  Section  1,  of  Article  5, 
of  the  constitution  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  be  amended  by  adding  tbe 
word  "departments"  after  the  words  "State 
Federations",  so  that  each  department  will 
be  entitled  to  one  delegate  with  one  vote. 

Referred   to  Committee  on   Laws. 

RESOLUTION  No.  ^— By  Delegates  J. 
W.  Kl'.ne,  International  Brotherhood  Black- 
smiths and  Helpers;  Louis  Weyand,  Charles 
J.  MacGowan,  Brotherhood  of  Boilermakers: 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Federation  of 
Federal  Employees  was  organized  and  char- 
tered by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  granted  Jurisdiction  over  men  and  women 
in  clerical  capacities  and  other  Federal  em- 
plosrees  not  eligible  to  any  of  the  existing  na- 
tional or  international  unions  affiliated  with 
the  Anieriean  Federation  of  Labor,  and 

WHEREAS,  It  now  develops  that  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Federal  Employees  !s 
totally  disregarding  the  recognised  and  es- 
tablished jurbdiction  of  many  international 
unions  affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  is  accepting  into  member- 
ship any  and  all  who  desire  to  make  appli- 
cation and  in  some  eases  the  applicants  are 
suspended  and  expelled  members  of  existing 
national  and  international  unions ;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  National  Federation 
of  Federal  Employees  be  and  are  hereby  in 
8truc;r^    fy    c^-s" 

in  their  organtzation  men  and  women  who 
properly  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
national  and  international  unions  those  mem- 
bers who  are  wrongfully  members  of  the  Na- 
tional   Federation   of   Federal    Employees. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustments. 

Resolution  No.  98— By  the  Metal  Trades 
Department  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  Referred  to  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  by  the 
Eleventh  Annual  Convention  of  the  Metal 
Trades  Department,  American  Federation  of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  in  session  assembled  in  Seattle.  Wash., 
in  1914,  rendered  a  dec'sion  in  controversies 
between  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists  and  the  United  Association  of 
Plumbers  and  Steam  Fitters  whereby  the 
various  forms  of  pipe  fitting  was  vested  in 
United  Association  of  Plumbers  and  Steam- 
fitters.  Since  that  time  the  different  local 
organizations  of  the  machinists'  craft  have 
completely  ignored  the  decision  of  the  Amer> 


can  Federation  of  Labor  on  the  jurisdiction 
awarded  to  the  United  Association  of  Plumb- ' 
ers  and  Steamfitters  and  are  still  doing  tbe 
work  to  the  detriment  of  the  members  of  the 
Un  ted  Association  of  Plumbers  and  Steam- 
fitters;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  hereby 
reaffirm  their  previous  decision  that  "Various 
forms  of  pipefitting."  including  all  marine 
work,  the  installation  of  all  and  various 
kinds  of  pipe  and  pipe  fittings,  including 
copper  pipe  and  cast  iron  flanged  fittings  is 
hereby  vested  in  the  United  Association  of 
Plumbers   and   Steamfitters   and   its   members. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  99 — By  Delegate  George  H. 
Wrenn,  of  the  Massachusetts^  State  I>edera> 
tion  of  Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  CivU  Service 
Laws  are  defective  in  that  they  make  no  pro- 
vision for  protecting  civil  service  employees 
with  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  judgment 
of  department  officials  in  eases  affecting  inetr 
removal  or  demotion;  and 

WHEREAS.  It  has  been  found  that  In  tniM 
lodging  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands  of  ex- 
ecutive officials  the  laws  have  enabled  them 
to  remove  or  demote  employees  at  pleasure; 
and 

WHEREAS,  This  power  has  been  at  times 
unjustly  used,  and  that  men  have  been  re- 
moved for  merely  doing  what  Union  laborers 
in  industrial  employment  do  uiMiuestioned  for 
merely  endeavoring  to  better  the  conditions 
under  which  they  and  their  fellow  men  work; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  request  the 
National  Executive  Council  to  co-operaie 
w'th  the  representatives  of  aflUiat^i  organs 
izations  of  civil  service  employees  in  their 
endeavors  to  secure  the  right  of  an  appeal 
and  a  hearing  before  a  properly  constituted 
Court  of  Appeals  in  cases  affecting  dooootlon 
and    d'smissal. 

Referred   to   Committee   on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  100 — By  Delegate  George  W. 
Wrenn,  of  the  Massachtisetts  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor: 

WHEREAS.  Organized  Labor  in  this  na- 
tion has  clearly  demonstrated  its  loyalty  and 
patriotism,  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  our  great  Pres'dent  and  the  American 
people  to  win  this  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  changes  in  labor  condi- 
tions have  taken  place  sinqe  the  declaration 
of  war.  both  in  wages  and  employment,  par- 
ticularly in  the  emplosrment  of  thousands  of 
men  and  women  in  new  industries  created 
since  the  war :  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  evident  that  these  work- 
ers will  seek  other  employment,  especially  in 
large  cities  of  our  country,  together  with  the 
returning  to  civil  life  of  our  gallant  soldiers 
and  sailors,  will  require  serious  attention  of 
the  labor  movement  of  this  nation  and  the 
government  itself  so  that  the  standard  of 
wages  and  conditions  brought  about  by  Or- 
gan'zed  Labor  will  not  be  affected  and  the 
re-employment    of    soldiers    and    sailors    wiU 
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abo  be  a  matter  of  earefnl  forethought  and 
consideration;  therefore,  be  it 

BESOIiVED,  That  this  Convention  request 
our  President  to  appoint  Federal  committees 
in  each  State  and  our  Governors  to  appoint 
State  committees  to  study  this  question  now, 
and  that  this  Convention  through  its  Execuive 
Council,  adopt  such  methods  as  will  be  of 
benefit  to  the  vmge  earners. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  101— By  Delegate  William 
Boncer,  of  the  Virginia  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

Whereas.  It  is  impossible  for  Colored  Men 
to  obtain  a  charter  from  the  Metal  Trades 
Headquarters  of  any  craft;  and 

WHEREAS,  Similar  trades  locals  refuse 
them  entrance;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual  Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  so  on  record  as  endorsing  the  col- 
ored brother  as  be!ng  entitled  to  any  char- 
ter according  to  his  trade. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Organization. 

Resolution  No.  102 — By  the  McKeesport 
Council  of  Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  campaign  committee  for 
organizing  the  iron  and  steel  workers  have 
been  under  great  expense  in  their  campaign 
in  this  district;  and 

WHEREAS,  While  the  campaign  is  on 
wonderful  results  can  be  obtained  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  its  af- 
filiated unions  in  the  McKeesport,  Pa.,  dis- 
trict;  therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  a  permanent  organizer 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  Im 
stationed  in  the  McKeesport.  Pa.,  district, 
with  headquarters  at  the  said   city. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  108 — By  Delegate  George 
H.  Wrenn,  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch,   American   Federation   of   Labor: 

WHEREAS.  The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  United  States  has  seen  fit  to  denounce 
the    Federal    Trades    Commission :    and 

WHEREAS.  This  action  is  what  is  to  be 
expected  from  an  organization  whose  aim 
at  all  times  has  been  to  retain  control  ana 
supervision  of  the  wealth  of  the  country; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  Trades  Commw- 
sion  has  rendered  a  conspicuous  service  to 
the  country  in  exposing  the  profiteering  of 
a  large  section  of  the  business;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  Delegates  to  the 
American  Federation  Convention  in  regular 
sess'on  assembled,  do  affirm  our  confidence 
in  the  Federal  Trades  Commission:  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  we  ask  that  the  ex- 
isting vacancies  now  on  the  commission  be 
filled  by  men  of  tbe  type  of  those  now  serv- 
ing, whose  efforts  in  exposing  the  selfish 
and  vicious  practices  of  many  of  the  large 
corporations  of  this  country  has  done  mucn 
to  reassure  the  people  of  this  country  that 
the  farmer,   wage  earn«rs   and  all   consnmen 


are  to  have  a  square  deal;  and  be  it  further 
RESOLVED.    That    copies    of   these   resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  President  of  this  country 
and    the    Federal    Trades    Commission. 

Re^ferred  to  Committee  on  Local  and  Fed- 
erated Bodies. 

Resolution  No.  104 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers   of   America: 

WHEREAS,  Among  the  policy  holders  of 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company  ar« 
many   members   of  organized   labor;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  Company  owns  bulMlngs 
in  New  York  City  and  dsewhere  upon 
which  it  directly  employs  a  number  of  paint- 
ers who  are  not  members  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers  of 
America;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labor  be  directed  to  use 
their  good  offices  with  the  Company  to  the 
end  that  it  may  be  induced  to  employ  union 
men  as  painters  upon  all  of  its  construction 
and  maintenance  work  and  to  otherwise  com- 
ply with  union  conditions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Building  Trades. 

Resolution  No.  106 — By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Pa- 
perhangent  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  Public  opinion  demands  that 
the  Government  be  a  mod^  employer  and 
that  the  wages  and  working  conditions  of 
men  in  its  employ  be  at  least  equal  to  the 
wages  and  working  conditions  of  men  in  tbe 
employ  of  the  most  liberal  private  employ- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS,  The  forty-four  hour  week  has 
been  established  in  the  larger  industries  ana 
accepted  by  progressive  business  men;  and 

WHEREAS,  Experience  has  demonstrated 
that  piece  work  means  poor  work  and  is  un- 
desirable from  every  point  of  view;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed  to  use 
their  good  offices  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  the  end,  (1)  that  the  forty-four 
hour  week  shall  be  estaUished  in  all  ifavy 
Yards;  (2)  that  all  piece  work  shall  be  abol- 
ished in  Navy  Yards;  and  (8)  that  no  work- 
man shall  be  required  to  do  any  work  other 
than  that  of  the  craft  under  which  he  is 
claseified. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Shorter  Work 
Day. 

Resolution  No.  106 — By  Delegate  George 
H.  Wrenn.  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of   the   American    Federation   of   Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  Director  General  of  RaU- 
roads  has  recently  issued  an  order  forbidding 
railroad  employees  from  engaging  in  politics 
and  warning  them  on  pain  of  inmiediate  dis- 
missal scrupulously  to  abstain  therefrom; 
and 

WHEREAS.  This  order  has  a  tendency  to 
infringe  upon  and  to  a  certain  extent  abridge 
the  constitutional  rights  of  millions  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  because  it  is  an  extension  on 
a  vast  and  far  reaching  scale  of  an  old  policy 
which  has  hitherto  attracted  but  little  atten- 
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tion  because  it  affected  but  a  eomparat:vety 
small  number  of  men  but  which  in  its  effects 
has  sufficiently  revealed  the  danger  ano  un- 
wisdom  of   its    further   enlargement;    and 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  it  is  unjust  and 
unnecessary  to  deprive  any  class  of  American 
citizens  of  any  of  the  rifhts  of  citizenship 
or  to  set  them  aside  a  body  of  partiaUy  dis- 
franchised   citizens :   and 

WHEREAS.  We  believe  that  the  present 
is  of  all  times  the  least  fitting  conjuncture 
for  the  promulgation  of  any  order  which  in 
the  slightest  degree  snacks  of  autocracy  or 
which  unnecessarily  tends  to  curtail  the 
rights  of  any  class  of  American  citisens; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  of  tiic 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  direct  the 
Executive  Board  to  endeavor  to  secuve  a 
conference  with  the  Director  General  of  Rail- 
roads  and  r<*present  to  him  the  feelings  with 
which  Organized  Labor  views  an  extension 
of  the  old  bureaucratical  policy  and  in  so 
doing  endeavor  to  prevail  upon  him  to  re- 
scind this  recent  order;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Board  not 
only  endeavor  to  secure  the  rescinding  of  this 
particular  order  but  also  strive  to  have  their 
political  rights  restored  to  those  Federal  Em- 
ployes now  affected  injuriously  by  similar 
but  older  orders. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
eirs  Report. 

Resolution  No.  107 — By  Delegate  E.  G. 
Galloway,  of  the  Tri-City  Central  Trades 
Council.  Granite  City,  HI.: 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  convention  held  at  Seattle,  Wash., 
adopted  a  resolution  to  organize  the  enamel- 
ing industry  in  the  United  States  of  America 
and  Canada,  and  would  then  form  an  interna- 
tional union  of  the  enamel  workers ;  ana 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  nothing  done 
by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the 
way  of  organizing  this  industry  since  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  convention  held  at  Seattle.  Wash. ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  thirty  enameling  in- 
dustries operating  in  the  United  States  of 
America  and  Canada  at  the  present  time,  and 
only  one  is  organised  and  that  is  the  Na- 
tional Enameling  and  Stamping  Company, 
Granite   City,   DL;  and 

WHEREAS,  Tin,  Steel.  Iron  and  Granite 
Workers'  Local  Union  No.  10948,  Grantee 
City.  111.,  have  struggled  for  years  to  main- 
tain their  organization  and  when  the  mem- 
bers of  their  organization  ask  for  an  increase 
in  wages  and  better  conditions  the  reply  from 
the  employer  is  that  competition  of  the  un- 
organized enamel  industries  are  so  strong 
for  the  fact  that  the  unorganized  industries 
get  their  work  done  so  much  cheaper  thai 
they,  the  National  Enameling  and  Stamping 
Company  cannot  grant  higher  wages  and 
compete  with  their  competitors;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  make  special  efforts  to  organ- 
ise the  workers  in  the  enameling  industries 
immediately,  especially  in  the  Canton.  (Ohio) 
district  and   in   the  New   England   States. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 


Resolutton  No.  109— By  Delegate  E.  G.  Gal- 
loway, of  the  Tri-City  Central  Trades  and 
Labor   Council  of   Granite   City.   111.: 

WHEREAS,  The  committee  on  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has 
declared;  "The  very  life  and  properties  and 
free  democratic  institutions  are  depenaent 
upon  freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press  ana  of 
assemblage  and  association,  we  insist  that  all 
restrictions  of  freedom  of  speech,  press,  and 
public  assembly,  association  and  travel  be 
completely  removed,  individuals  and  groups 
being  responsible  for  their  utterances.  Th(^ 
fundamental  rights  must  be  set  out  with 
clearness  and  must  not  be  denied  or  abridgea 
in  any  manner;"  and 

WHEREAS.  The  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  endorsed 
the  foregoing  statement  in  the  following 
language:  "We  call  not  only  upon  the  or- 
ganised workers  but  upon  the  whole  people 
of  America  to  bring  into  a  state  of  active  op- 
eration the  splendid  humanitarian  and  demo- 
cratic reconstruction  program  here  present- 
ed"; therefore  be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  La^ 
bor  demand  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  Es- 
pionage Act,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  instruct 
the  Executive  Council  to  oppose  any  and  all 
attempts  on  the  part  of  the  present  Congress* 
State  Legislatures.  City  Councils  or  law-maK- 
ing  bodies  to  enact  legislation  of  a  character 
denounced  by  the  Executive  Council,  abridg- 
ing or  restricting  the  constitutional  rights  of 
American  citizens ;  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed 
to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  both  Houses 
of  Congress  and  the  Governors  and  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States. 

Referred   to   Committee  on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  109 — By  Central  Labor 
Union  of  Worcester,   Mass. 

WHEREAS,  It  is  generally  known  to  the 
entire  country  and  the  membership  of  or- 
ganized labor  in  particular  *;hat  the  City  of 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  is.*  tKe  home  and 
center  of  activities  of  the  worst  labor  hating 
organization  in  the  country,  to  wit:  the 
Metal  Trades  Association,  which  like  an  oc-  ' 
topus,  has  a  grip  on  the  financial,  industrial 
and  political  life  of  this  city;  and 

WHEREAS.   This  employers  organization  is 
using   every   effort  to  break   down  and   crusn 
labor   through   black   list   card   index   systems. 
Through   forcing  members  thereof  to  give  alfco 
contracts    to    firms    who    have    declared    tors» 
open    shop    conditions.      Through    control    of^»^ 
banks   to   furnish  money  to  assist  open   shop   * 
contractors   in  preference  to  any  others ;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  being  well  known  facts, 
the  Central  Labor  Union  and  Building  Trades 
Council  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  believe  that  the 
American  labor  movement,  as  represented  by 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  should  use 
every  effort  to  cope  with  this  unfair  oppon- 
ent in  its  home  city;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  instruct 
the  Officers  and  EZxecutive  Board  of  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labor  to  immediately 
inaugurate    a     campaign    of    organization  in 
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WorecBtcr,  Msm.,  to  strengthen  anions  al- 
ready eetaUished  and  to  organise  new  onions 
in  all  branelies  of  industry  in  said  city;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  call  upon 
all  National  and  Intemationi^  Unions  to 
lend  financial  and  moral  support,  through 
famishing  organizers  that  a  simultaneous  ef- 
fort may  be  made  by  all  trades  and  industries 
to  perfect  strong  organizations  and  to  cre- 
ate a  sentiment  for  unionism  which  will  com- 
pel the  labor  exploiting  manufacturers  and 
contractors  to  recognise  the  just  demands  of 
labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  110 — By  Delegate  A.  Green- 
stein,  of  the  International  Jewelry  Work- 
ers' Union: 

WHEREAS.  Upon  request  of  the  Metal 
Polishers  and  Buffers'  Union  and  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Machinists,  the  Bx- 
eeutiye  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  has  ordered  the  International  Jew- 
elry Woricers'  Union  to  seggregate  and  trans- 
fer part  of  its  members  to  the  above  men- 
tioned unions:  and 

WHEREAS,  Sa!d  decision  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  was,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Interna^ 
tional  Jewtriry  Workers'  Union,  based  upon 
inadequate  information  regarding  conditions 
prevailing  in   the  Jewelry  industry;   and 

WHEREAS,  After  presenting  more  data 
and  additional  evidence  proving  the  impossi- 
bility of  retaining  the  International  Jewelry 
Workers'  Union  Intact,  after  the  transfer  of 
so-called  polishers  and  so-called  tool  makers 
to  the  above  named  unions,  a  new  hearing 
was  not  granted  by  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  in  the 
Thirty-ninth  convention  assembled  grant  the 
appeal  of  the  International  Jewelry  Work- 
ers' Un'on  to  re-open  the  case  of  Jurisdic- 
tion dispute  between  the  International  Jew- 
elry Workers'  Union,  Metal  Polishers'  Union 
and  Machinists'  Association;  and,  be  It 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
after  the  close  of  this  convention  invite  tne 
three  unions  involved  in  this  dispute  to  settle 
the  matter  in  dispute  by  an  amicable  under- 
standing for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  con- 
cerned. , 

Referred  to  Committide  on  Executive  Coun- 
cfl's  Report. 

Res<dutfc>n  No.  Ill— By  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly,  of  BCascoutah,  HI.: 

WHEREAS.  The  necessaries  of  life  have 
reached  such  proportions  that  it  is  almost 
beyond  human  efforts  of  the  average  workman 
to  secure  a  substantiftl  living;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  T:  t  we  ask  of  the  officials 
of  the  American  F  deration  of  Labor,  at  tne 
convention  assembi-J  to  take  such  measures 
at  the  convention  ks  to  urge  upon  the  U.  S. 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  act 
at  the  earliest  moment  and  legislate  such 
laws  as  outlined  below: 

1st.  That  the  United  SUtes  Government 
grant  to  citizens  the  use  of  land  and  pro- 
vide financial  assistance  at  least  equal  to  that 


so  socecasfully  provided  by  the  Canadian  Oov- 
emment. 

2d.  That  penal  sentences  be  imposed  upon 
all  persons  convicted  of  connections  with 
combinations  fixing  prices  upon  the  neces- 
saries of  life. 

Sd.  That  the  willful  dcstmctk>n  of  food 
be  made  a  penal  offense. 

4th.  That  the  hoarding  of  foodstuffi  In 
cold  storage  plants  warehouses,  or  others 
wise,  where  such  hoarding  increases  the  price 
thereof  to  the  ultimate  consumer  be  made  a 
penal  offense;  that  all  such  foodstuffs  so 
stored  be  confiscated  by  the  Government  and 
sold  to  the  people  at  actual  cost  covering 
seizure  and  sale. 

5th.  That  the  maximum  rents  be  regulat- 
ed by  basing  the  rental  upon  the  actual  val- 
uation  of   the  property    rented. 

<th.  That  where  the  production  of  any 
article  of  food  is  not  equal  to  the  demand, 
the  price  of  such  article  shall  be  regulated 
by  the  Government  on  the  basis  of  the  cost 
of  production. 

7th.  That  tlM  income  of  any  person  iv 
money  or  its  equivalent  in  value  be  limited. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  112— By  Delegate  Georga 
H.  Wrenn,  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  American   Federation  of  Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  empk>yees  of  the  differ- 
ent d^;>artments  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment upon  reaching  the  age  of  incapac- 
ity are  either  discharged  or  obliged  to  resign; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Every  other  large  nation,  ex- 
cept China  and  Turkey  have  a  system  of 
pensioning  or   retiring   aged    workers;   and 

WHEREAS,  A  measure  known  as  the  Mc- 
Kellar  Keating  Retirement  Bill  has  been  in- 
troduced in  Congress  which  would  upon  Its 
enactment  grant  a  moderate  pension  to 
government  workers  and  the  workers  during 
their  employment,  contributing  from  their 
earnings  for  the  eventual  retirement;  and 

WHEREAS,  SecreUry  Morrison  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  has  already  appeared  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Interstate  Commerce  iB 
advocacy  of  this  measure,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  request  the  Executive  Board  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  assist 
the  National  officers  of  affiliated  government 
employees'  organizations  in  their  endeavors 
to  have  this  proposed  law  enacted,  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  A.  F.  of  L.  notlfjF 
members  of  Congress  of  this  action  and  re- 
quest their  support  of  the  McKellar  Keating 
BiU. 

Referred    to    Committee   on    Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  US— By  Delegates  William 
J.  Bowen,  Bricklayers',  Masons'  and  Plaster- 
ers' International  Union  of  America,;  WU- 
liam  L.  Hutcheson.  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters;  John  J.  Hynes,  Sheet  Metal 
Workers  and  Coppersmiths ;  James  Wilson, 
Pattern  Makers*  League;  James  Duncan, 
Granite   Cutters'   Union ;    Luther    C.    Steward, 
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National  Fedamtlon  ef  F«d«na  Bnmlojaai; 
George  L.  Berry*  International  Printins 
Pressmen  and  Assistants'  Union;  OolUs 
Lovely,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  International 
Union;  B.  J.  Rjan.  Railway  Mail  Associa- 
tion ;  Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  National  Feder- 
ation of  Federal  Employes;  Edward  J. 
Gainor.  National  Assoeiation  Letter  Carrlen: 
J.  P.  Noonan,  International  Brotherhood  ot 
Eleetrieal  Workers;  Martin  Joyoe,  Intema- 
tfonal  Brotherhood  of  Eleetrieal  Workers: 

WHEREAS,  Through  the  failnre  of  Oon- 
gress  to  appropriate  fnnds  for  the  eonttn- 
oation  of  the  United  States  Employment 
Senrioe,  this  most  important  fonetion  of  the 
Federal  Government  is  in  danger  of  disso- 
lution, and 

WHEREAS,  The  wage  earners  of  the 
United  States  are  entitled  to  an  opportun- 
ity to  seenre  remunerative  employment  with- 
out reoourse  to  the  fee  employment  agencies 
charge,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  SUtes  Employ- 
ment service  estohllshed  hy  the  Department 
of  Labor  has  demonstrated  the  vahie  of  a 
Government  Agency  in  the  placing  of  men 
and  women  in  industry  during  the  war,  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  again  demonstrated  tbe 
value  in  securing  employment  for  the  re- 
turning soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  and 
otlier  workers.   Therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  its  89th  Convention  assem- 
bled, hereby  indorses  the  Nolan-Kenyon  Bill 
tor  the  continuation  of  the  United  SUtes 
Employment  Service,  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Convention  is  hereby  directed  to  wire  a 
copy  of  this  resolution  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  the 
House  Committee  on  Labor,  Senator  Henry 
Cabot  Lodge,  Hon.  Frank  Mcndell  and  Bo,^ 
Champ  Clark,  and  be  it  further 

l^tESOLVED,  That  pending  the  enactment 
of  permanent  legislation  looking  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  this  most  valuable  service,  n 
fa  urged  that  immediate  rdief  be  accorded 
by  means  of  a  deficiency  appropriation  and 
such  other  emergency  legislation  as  will 
assure  a  continuance  of  the  United  States 
Employment  Service,  untfl  legislation  can  be 
enacted  establishing  a  permanent  service. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cils. 

Resolution  No.  114 — By  Delegate  George 
H.  Wrenn,  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  : 

WHEREAS,  The  Post  Office  Department 
has  instituted  a  policy  under  which  the  work- 
ing hours  of  railway  mall  clerks  have  been 
lengthened  at  a  time  when  the  hours  of 
workmen  everywhere  have  been  shortened — 
a  policy  which  has  seriously  affected  the 
home  life  and  social  conditions  of  a  large 
number  of  postal  employees  in  New  England, 
and 

WHEREAS,  RaHway  Postal  Clerks  are  the 
only  emplovees  from  whom  the  government 
expects  and  demands  unlimited  hours  of  ser- 
vioe;   Hierefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  request 
the  Congress  to  repeal  that  section  of  the 
posUl  laws  (Section  1599)  which  says  that 
'Hhe   entire  time"  of  railway   mail   clerks    is 


subject  to  the  control  of  the  .Post  Office  De- 
partment, and  to  substitute  in  its  stcaa  a 
new  section,  establishing  a  standard  day  for 
railway  mail  clerks  in  which  the  hours  to  be 
required  for  them  shall  be  deaxiy  defined; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  in  fixing  the  standard 
consideration  oe  given  and  all  credit  allowed 
for  the  work  which  these  clerks  are  obliged 
to  perform  for  the  Government  in  their  own 
homes  when  off  road  duty;  and  also  that  a 
reasonable  limit  be  set  to  the  time  that  they 
may  be  detained  between  trips  at  the  out- 
ward terminus  of  their  runs;  and  that  every 
minute  which  it  shall  be  necessary  to  detain 
them  beyond  that  reasonable  limit  shall  ne 
counted  as  a  part  of  their  working  time 
whether  or  not  they  are  actually  performing 
service. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  115— By  Delegates  Matthew 
WoU  of  the  International  Photo  Engravers* 
Union;  Walter  W.  Barrett,  T.  W.  McCuI- 
lough,  William  Young,  J.  W.  Hays  of  the 
International  Typographical  Union;  George 
L.  Berry  of  the  International  Printing  Press- 
men's and  Assistants'  Union;  Walter  N.  Red- 
dick  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Book- 
binders; and  Charles  Sumner  of  the  Inter- 
national Stereotypers'  and  Eleetrotypers' 
Union,  and  Harry  V.  Dill  of  the  Trades  and 
Labor  Assembly  of  Kenton  and  Campbell 
Counties,  Kentucky: 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Book  Company, 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  manufactures  a  large 
number  of  school  text  books,  which  are  in 
general  use  in  the  schools  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  social,  economic  and  po- 
litical advancement  of  the  citisens  ,  of  the 
country  in  general  depends  finally  on  the 
enlightenment  that  comes  through  the  free 
scho(^,  which  are  the  very  foundation  and 
support  of  our  free  institutions;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  books  from  which  the 
children  of  the  country,  on  whom  its  future 
solely  rests,  receive  their  first  instruotioins 
on  which  to  build  their  character  as  men 
and  women  should  be  of  a  quality  beyond 
reproach  in  any  regard;  and 

WHEREAS,  Unremitting  efforts  have  been 
made  without  success  to  bring  about  the 
unionising  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  American  Book  Company's  Cincinnati 
plant,  its  management  absolutdy  refusing  to 
treat  with  the  representatives  of  organised 
labor,  or  the  unions  directly  involved,  but 
persisting  in  the  practice  of  employing  only 
non-union  labor  as  being  consistent  with  its 
policy  of  control  of  the  text  hook  traoe 
wherever  it  may,  and  thus  bringing  before 
the  mind  of  the  child  at  its  most  impres- 
sionable time  the  product  of  unfair  labor; 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  at  Atlan- 
tic City,  New  Jersey,  that  we  heartily  con- 
demn the  policy  of  the  American  Book  Com- 
pany in  its  general  attitude  towards  organ- 
ised labor  and  the  unions  of  the  crafts  em- 
ployed in  the  production  of  school  text  bodes 
in  particular;  and  be  it  further 
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RESOLVED,  That  w  urge  upon  all  sehool 
authorities  and  purchasing  asento  for  the 
pnbUe  schools  that  they  provide  only  such 
text  books  and  other  material  for  Uie  nse 
of  the  school  children  of  the  country  as  are 
produced  by  union  labor  and  under  un:on  con- 
ditions, to  the  end  that  the  first  inklins  of 
general  knowledge  obtained  by  the  children, 
and  the  first  lessons  they  receive  in  tbe 
idorious  history  of  a  fret  people  be  not  ae- 
rived  from  sources  tainted  by  the  contam- 
ination of  scab  labor,  to  the  profit  of  those 
who  refuse  to  recognise  the  fundamental 
principles  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  on 
which  the  labor  movement  of  America  rests; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVEID,  That  we  request  the  editors 
of  the  journals  or  other  publications  or 
national  and  international  unions,  the  Amer- 
ican Federationist,  and  the  labor  press  tn 
general  to  give  to  this  resolution  or  its  sub- 
stance the  widest  possible  publicity;  and  that 
we  urge  upon  the  various  state  and  city  cen- 
tral bodies  the  necessity  of  giving  the  vitally 
important  matter  of  school  text  books  a 
prominent  place  in  their  program. 

Referred    to    Committee   on    Boycotts. 

Resolution  No.  116— By  the  Virginia  State 
Federation  of  Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  essential  and  consistent 
contention  of  organized  labor  of  America  is 
for  justice  to  all  classes,  for  the  actual  free- 
dom and  democracy  of  our  institutions,  fbr 
the  general  application  of  the  "Golden  Rule" 
to  our  social  and   industrial  lives,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Mooney  case,  since  the  ren- 
dering of  the  indispensaUe  report  of  the 
Federal  Commission  sent  by  President  WU- 
son  to  investigate,  :s  an  instance  of  deliberate 
trampling  upon  those  privileges  and  prra- 
ciples  upon  which  it  has  developed ;  ana 

WHEREAS,  Organized  Labor  is  unque^ 
tionably  the  mouthpiece  of  the  great  majority 
of 'the  rank  and  file  of  the  nation's  popula- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS,  Organized  Labor  has  failed  to 
take  a  definite  and  decisive  stand  upon  th:s 
question;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  ft9th  annual  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
recommend  that  the  International  Unions  ad- 
vise their  membership  of  some  proper  actions 
in  this  situation. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  117— By  Ddegate  James 
Wifliam  Fitzpatrick.  of  the  White  Rats 
Actors'    Unibn    of    America: 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  proceeding  for 
some  time  an  investigation  of  vaudeville  con- 
ditions and  of  the  conspiracy  to  crush  the 
White  Rats  Actors'  Union  of  America,  an 
International  Union  affiliated  with  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  by  the  Vaudeville 
Managers'  Protective  Association,  a  weekly 
newspaper  called  Variety,  the  United  Book- 
ing Offices  of  America  and   others;   and 

WHEREAS,  Such  investigation  has  been 
conducted  by  that  branch  of  the  United 
States  Government  known  as  the  Federal 
Trade   Commission;   and 

WHEREAS,  Such  investigation  on  sworu 
testimony  and  documentary  evidence  has  re- 
vealed a  state  of  things  and  conditions  of 
employment  almost  beyond  belief,  particularly 


in  regard  to  the  commissions  and  fees  ex- 
torted from  actors  by  the  said  United  Book- 
ing Offices  and  its  allies ;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  employment  and  business 
of  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  actors  of  this 
country  is  inter-state  and  is  obtained  through 
the  said  booking  offices  or  employment 
agencies :    and 

WHEREAS.  At  a  hearing  of  such  condi- 
tions before  the  State  Labor  Board  of  Okla- 
homa, the  said  Board  in  its  report  recon»- 
mended  that  Federal  Legislation  should  be 
introduced  to  remedy  these  evils;   and 

WHEREAS.  The  managers  of  th's  country 
dominate  and  control  the  actors  of  this 
country  through  the  said  booking  agencies 
which  They  own  and  operate ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  said  Vaudeville  Managers' 
Protective  Association  which  is  composed  of 
the  owners  and  patrons  of  the  said  employ- 
ment agencies  and  the  United  Booking 
Offices,  has  repeatedly  refused  to  meet  or 
negotiate  with  or  In  any  way  recognise  the 
said  White  Rats  Actors'  Union  of  America, 
because  the  White  Rats  are  affiliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  fact 
over  their  own  s'gnature,  in  public  annoudce- 
ments.  the  Vaudeville  Managers'  Protective 
Association  has  announced  that  the  affiliation 
of  the  White  Rats  with  Organized  Labor  "is 
the  sole  issue  between  the  Vaudeville  Man- 
agers and  the  Wh'.te  Rats";    and 

WHEREAS.  The  United  Booking  Offices  hj 
means  of  subsidiary  corporations  and  agen- 
cies is  able  to  and  has  for  many  years  past, 
and  is  now  successfully  breaking  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  New  York.  Iowa,  Illinois. 
Michigan    and    California;    therefore,    be    It 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  con- 
junction and  co-operation  with  the  Inter- 
national Officers  of  the  White  Rats  Actors' 
Union  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  have 
introduced,  and  to  use  every  infiuence  to 
successfully  pass  an  Act  of  Congress  placing 
the  interstate  employment  of  actors  in  the 
hands  of  the  Federal  Government  by  means 
of  a  Federal  Employukent  Agency. 

Referred   to    Committee   on    Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  11»— By  Delegate  Robt  B. 
Burford,  of  the  Freight  Handlers'  Union, 
No.    16220,    of   Richmond,    Va.: 

RESOLVED,  Owing  to  the  peculiar  posi- 
tion of  the  Colored  Freight  Handlers  and 
Station  Employees  on  the  C.  *  O.,  S.  A.  L., 
and  R.  F.  *  P.  Ry.  systems  and  on  the 
American  Ry  Express  Co.  being  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Clerks  and  chartered  direct  from  the  Anner- 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  and  having  no 
representative  or  grievance  man  in  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks,  we  are  re- 
ceiving   little    or    no    assistance    from    them. 

RESOLVED,  That  this  body  appoint  a 
system  organiser  for  the  above  mentioned 
railroads  and  express  companies  to  organise 
the  Freight  Handlers  and  Station  Em- 
ployees into  a  system  organisation.  Our 
purpose  for  a  system  organisation  is  to 
affiliate  oursdves  together  for  our  mutual 
protection  and  benefit.  We  appeal  to  tbe 
Executive  Council  for  their  support  and  im- 
mediate action  also  for  instructions  about 
appointing  a  grievance  committee  to  help 
us  get  an  agreement  and  a  contract  with 
our  various   railroads  and  the  American  Ry. 
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IbcprcM  Company.  We  nndentand  that  the 
Brotherhood  of  Bailwaj  Clerks  on  the  C.  * 
O.  sjitem  have  an  asreement  with  their 
offieiala  that  covert  the  Freight  Handlers 
on  the  C.  *  O.  system,  bat  the  Freight 
Affent  at  Biehmond.  Va.  told  our  eommittee 
that  it  does  not  eover  the  Colored  Freight 
Handlers,  as  to  Saturday  afternoons.  Son- 
days  and  Holidays,  and  they  being  nnaUe 
to  get  any  informatiotn  from  their  clerks 
we  desire  to  bring  this  matter  to  your  at- 
tention,   asking    your    hd?    and    instructions. 

Beferred  to   Committee  on   Organisation. 

Besolution  No.  11»— By  Delegates  Matthew 
WoU  of  the  International  Photo-Engravers 
Union;  M.  G.  Scott,  Walter  W.  Barrett, 
T.  W.  MeCullough,  J^  W.  Hays,  of  the  In- 
ternational Typographical  Union;  George  L. 
Berry  of  the  International  Printing  Press- 
men and  Assistants'  Union;  Walter  N.  Bed- 
dick  of  the  International  Association  of 
Bookbinders;  Charles  A.  Sumner,  of  the  In- 
ternational Stereotypers'  and  Blcctrotypers' 
Union;  John  J.  Manning  of  the  United  Gar- 
ment  Workers: 

Amend  Section  6.  AtUde  XL  of  the  Con- 
stitution by  inserting  in  the  fifth  line  after 
the  word  'Strike"  the  words:  "or  to  take 
a  strike  vote."  Also  by  adding  to  the  same 
section  the  foUowing:  "A  violation  of  this 
law  shall  be  suillcient  cause  for  the  Execu- 
tive Council  to  suspend  the  charter  ana  ezpd 
the  organisation."  The  Section  as  amended 
to  read: 

SECTION  6.  No  Central  Labor  Union,  or 
other  central  body  of  delegates,  shall  have 
the  authority  or  power  to  order  any  organ- 
isation, affiliated  with  such  central  labor 
union,  or  other  central  labor  body,  on  strike, 
or  to  take  a  strike  vote,  where  such  organ- 
isation has  a  national  organisation,  until  the 
proper  authorities  of  such  national  or  tn- 
ternational  organisation  have  been  consulted 
and  agreed  to  such  action.  A  violation  of 
'this  law  shall  be  sufficient  cause  tor  me 
Executive  Council  to  suspend  the  charter  mno 
cxpd   the  organization. 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  Laws. 

Bes<dution  No.  120 — By  Delegate  JonXan 
W.  Chambers  of  the  BaUway  Coach  Cleaners. 
No.   16088.  of  St.   Louis,  Mo. 

WHEBEBY  the  American  FederaUon  of 
Labor  will  petition  to  give  a  square  deal  to 
colored  skilled  and  unskilled  laborers,  fav- 
orably consider  an  application  for  an  Inter- 
national Charter  of  organised  colored  labor, 
or  use  its  influence  to  have  them  chartered 
from  the  International  Organisation  having 
Jurisdiction   over   them. 

WHEBEAS,  The  influence  of  the  world 
of  affairs  on  the  present  and  future  condi- 
tions of  the  masses  of  laborers  is  such  as 
to  make  necessary  a  closer  and  more  kin- 
dred feeling  of  sympathy  and  purpose  on 
the  part  of  all  who  labor;  and 

WHEBEAS,  This  spirit  of  oneness  of  pur- 
pose can  and  will  only  be  most  completely 
achieved  when  the  benefits  derived  by  the 
efforts  of  Organised  Labor  are  not  predi- 
cated on  creed,  or  sex  or  color,  but  rather 
shall  be  the  common  lot  and  heritage  of  aU; 


WHEBEAS.  In  the  past  because  of  a  lack 
of  realisation  on  the  part  of  Organised 
White  Laborers  that  to  kesp  the  organised 
Colored  Laborers  out  of  the  fold  of  organ- 
isation, has  only  made  it  easily  possible  for 
the  unscrupulous  employer  to  exploit  the  one 
against  the  other  to  mutual  disadvantage  of 
each.    Therefore;    be    it 

BESOLVED.  That  this  the  89th  Annual 
Convention  go  on  record  as  endorsing  such 
petition    from    Colored    Organised    Labor. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  delegates  ap- 
proved :  W.  E.  Vaughan,  Jr^  Shipyard 
Helpers  and  Laborers,  Berkley,  va. ;  Bobert 
J.  Lane,  Shipyard  Labor  Union,  No.  15980; 
W.  M.  Watson,  Federal  Labor  Union,  No. 
15881;  J.  W.  Bichardson.  Suffolk.  Va.  Local 
No.  15868,  Peanut  Workers;  James  W.  Fitts. 
Oyster  Shuckers,  Local  No.  16117;  John  A. 
Lacey,  Bee  Sec.  C.  L.  U..  Norfolk.  Va.; 
O.  L.  Leonard.  Memphis,  Tenn..  Union  No. 
16407,  F.  H.  H.;  Edmund  Turner.  Local  No. 
16199,  A.  F.  L.;  Bobt.  E.  Buford,  Freight 
Handlers',  No.  16220,  Biehmond,  Va.;  Gar* 
rett  Bioe.  B.  Coach  Station  Cleaners,  Local 
No.  16861;  MaU  Lewis,  Freight  Handlers*. 
No.  16406,  LitUe  Bock,  Ark.;  William  Car- 
ter, Station  Employees,  Freight  Handlers, 
Local  No.  16881,  Baltimore,  Md.;  J.  W. 
Worthey,  Freight  H.  U.,  Local  No.  16896, 
Salisbury,  N.  C. ;  Oscar  Williams,  Freight 
Handlers'  Local  No.  16418,  St.  Louis.  Mo.. 
E.  St.  Louis.  111.;  Miller  L.  Campbell.  Bail- 
road    Employes,    16486. 

Beferred   to  Committee  on   Organization. 

Besolution  No.  121— By  Delegates  Matthew 
Woll  of  the  International  Photo-Engravers' 
Union;  Walter  W.  Barrett,  T.  W.  McCul- 
lough.  William  Young.  J.  W.  Hays  of  the 
International  Typographical  Union,  George 
L.  Berry  of  the  International  Printing  Press- 
men and  Assistants'  Union;  Walter  N.  Bed- 
dick,  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of 
Bookbinders ;  Charles  A.  Sumner  of  the  In» 
temational  Stereotypers  and  Electrotypers' 
Union;  John  J.  Manning  of  the  United  Gar- 
ment  Workers: 

Amend  Section  8,  Article  XI  of  the  Con- 
stitution   by    adding    thereto    the    following 

"Local  unions  shall  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  Trades  Assemblies  or  Central 
Labor  Unions  as  follows:  A  union  witih 
less  than  60  members,  1  delegate;  a  union 
with  60  members  and  less  than  100,  two 
delegates ;  a  union  with  100  members  and 
less  than  200,  three  delegates;  a  union  with 
200  members  and  less  than  850,'  four  del- 
egates; a  union  with  860  members  and  less 
than  500,  five  delegates.  Any  union  having 
500  or  more  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
additional  delegate  for  each  500  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof  up  to  6000  members. 
A  union  having  more  than  5000  members 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  additional  delegate 
for   each   1000   or   major   fraction   thereof." 

The  section  as  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: "Section  8. — ^Where  there  are  one  or 
more  local  unions  in  any  city  bdonging  to 
any  national  or  international  union  aflUiated 
with  this  Federation  they  may  organize  a 
Trades  Assembly  or  Central  Labor  Union, 
or  shall  join  such  body  if  already  in  exist- 
ence. Local  unions  shall  be  entitled  to 
representation  in   Trades   Assemblies  or  Cen- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMKBICAN    FEDSEATION   OF   LABOR 


320 


trmi  Labor  Unions  aa  followa:  A  union 
with  IcM  than  50  members,  one  delegate;  a 
onion  with  60  members  and  less  than  100, 
two  delegates;  a  union  with  100  members  ana 
less  than  200,  three  delegates;  a  union  witb 
200  members  and  less  than  860,  four  ade- 
gates;  a  union  with  860  members  and  less 
than  600,  five  delegates.  Any  union  haying 
600  or  more  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
additional  delegate  for  each  600  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof  up  to  6000  members; 
a  union  having  more  than  6000  members 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  additional  delegate 
for  each  1000  or  major  fraction  thereof." 
Referred  to   Committee  on   Laws. 

Resolution  No.  122 — By  Delegate  Bdmund 
Turner  of  the  Boilermakers,  Blacksmiths'  and 
Machinists'  Union  No.  16,199,  of  Mobile,  Ala- 
bama. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  vast  field  to  organise 
colored  men  skilled  and  unskilled  among  the 
different  crafts,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  which 
at  the  present  is  not  organized. 

A  few  International  Organisers  pay  a  visit 
occasionally  but  do  not  remain  long  enovnli 
among  the  colored  men  to  get  in  touch  with 
the  unorganized  class;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Annual  Convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  give  the  executive  board  author- 
ity to  appoint  a  colored  oijranizer  for  the  South- 
em  District  of  Alabama.  This  colored  organizer 
shall  work  in  the  interest  of  labor  at  all  times. 
His  salary  shall  be  paid  monthly. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  128— By  Delegate  Chas.  B. 
Stillman  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers. 

WHEREAS,  In  accordance  with  the  instruct- 
ions  of  the  last  convention,  the  Executive  Coim- 
cU  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  work- 
ing with  the  American  Federation  of  Teachers 
and  the  National  Education  Association,  has  co- 
operated in  the  preparation  and  introduction  of 
the  Educational  Bill  (H.  R.  7),  which  creates 
a  Federal  Department  of  Education,  and  ap- 
propriates one  hundred  million  dollsrs  to  be 
apportioned  among  the  states  to  aid  in  the 
payment  of  more  adequate  teachers'  salaries,  in 
the  equalization  of  educational  opportunities, 
in  the  removal  of  illiteracy,  in  Americaniration 
of  immigrants,  in  physical  education,  and  in 
the  preparation  of  competent  teachers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  present  period  of  recon- 
struction is  revealing  even  more  clearly  than 
the  preceding  period  of  war  the  need  for  a  na- 
tional educational  poUcv  to  secure  coordination 
among  the  states,  and  to  promote  national  wel- 
fare, efilciency,  and  unity;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  threatened  collapse  of  our 
schools,  which  influenced  the  action  of  the  last 
convention,  is  still  more  imminent  now,  through 
the  forcing  out  of  our  best  teachers  by  ue 
thousand  oy  sheer  economic  pressure,  and 
through  the  refusal  of  young  men  and  women 
of  ability  and  independent  spirit  to  prepare 
themselves  for  a  calling  which  does  not  offer 
a   self-respecting  living;   and 

WHEREAS,  the  ultimate  national  need  is  for 
educated  manhood  and  womanhood,  a  need 
which  will  become  more  urgent,  in  the  period 
we  are  entering:  and 

WHEREAS,  The  recent  past  has  forced  upon 
us  a  realization  of  the  necessity  of  more  ef- 
fective physical  education,  of  the  removal  of 
illiteracy,  and  of  the  Americanization  of  im- 
migrants; and 


WHEREAS,  In  the  fields  of  vocational  and 
agricultural  education,  the  value  of  the  stimulus 
to  the  states  of  Federal  appropriations  available 
to  a  state  on  its  meeting  specified  standarda 
and  on  the  appropriation  by  that  state  of  equal 
amounts,  has  been  proved  by  experience;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  in 
conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the 
preceding  convention,  endorse  the  Educational 
Bill  (H.  R.  7),  and  Instruct  the  President  and 
Executive  Council  to  use  the  full  influence  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  its  sup- 
port. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  124 — By  Delegate  William 
Oreen  of  the  United  Mine  Workers. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  foreign-bom  permanent  residents  of  the 
country  who  desire  to  become  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  response  to  public  demand,  and 
by  direction  of  an  Act  of  Congress  of  May  9, 
1918,  the  Bureau  of  Naturalization  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Labor  has  issued 
the  Federal  text-book  on  citizenship  to  be  dis- 
tributed through  the  public  schools  of  the  states 
and  cities  of  the  union,  for  the  purpose  of 
fitting  candidates  for  citizenship  for  their  duties 
as  Americans;  and 

WHEREAS.  There  is  co-operation  with  the 
Bureau  of  Naturalization  the  public  school  of- 
ficials of  upward  of  2,200  cities  and  towns 
who  have  established  classes  in  citizenship;  and 

WHEREAS,  Great  numbers  of  the  foreign- 
bora  who  desire  to  become  citizens  do  not  know 
the  measures  that  have  been  put  into  effect  for 
their  training  in  citizenship;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  89th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  that  it 
recommends  to  affiliated  organizations  co-opera- 
tion with  the  Bureau  of  Naturalization,  to  the 
end  that  they  shaU  assist  the  foreign-bom  to 
become  citizens,  to  direct  them  into  ue  citizen- 
ship  classes  esUblished  for  their  benefit,  and 
to  aid  them  to  an  understanding  of  our  customs 
and  our  institutions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  125 — ^By  Delegate  Frank  Mor- 
rison of  the  International  Typographical  Union. 

WHEREAS,  In  the  defense  of  present  high 
prices,  the  claim  is  repeatedly  made  that  wage 
rates  are  responsible  for  this  condition;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  claim  ignores  the  economic 
fact  that  wages  are  the  last  cost  that  is  in- 
creased and  that  present  wage  levels  do  not 
equal  increased  living  costs  as  stated  in  gov- 
emment  reports;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics, 
United  SUtes  Department  of  Labor,  has  re- 
ported that  the  labor  cost  in  the  manufacture 
of  one  pair  of  welt  shoes  is  86.8  cents.  This 
report  is  made  in  Bulletin  No.  282,  May.  1918, 
on  "Wages  and  Hours  of  Labor  in  the  Boot  and 
Shoe  Industry:   1907  to  1916;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Bulletin  No.  282  indicates  the 
low  labor  cost  in  production  because  of  speci- 
alization and  machinery  that  is  not  affected 
by  even  substantial  wage  increases;  therefore, 
be  it 

^RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed 
to   select  other  industries   dealing  with 
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uries  of  life  and  wge  the  proper  goTemment 
offlciale  to  conduct  inquiries  eimllar  to  tt^at  re- 
ported in  Bulletin  No.  282;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  this  resolution 
be  forwarded  by  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  representative  or^^iza- 
tions  of  employers  in  the  etent  that  they  would 
be  inclined  to  assist  in  this  investigation. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  State  Organiza- 
tions. 

Resolution  No.  126 — By  Delegate  Harry  L. 
Hartford,  of  the  Portsmouth  C.  L.  U. 

WHEREAS,  The  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  MeUl 
Trades  Council  protest  retaining  of  Toemen 
(F)  in  clerical  positions  until  civil  service 
register  is  exhausted,  and  then  only  after  com- 
petitive examinations;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  A.  F.  of  L.  Conven- 
tion endorse  the  protest  of  the  Portsmouth 
Metal  Trades  Council,  and  endeavor  to  secure 
the  enforcement  of  the  Civil  Service  regulations. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  127 — By  Delegate  Wm 
Schoenberg,  of  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists. 

WHEREAS,  All  indications  point  to  the  fact 
that  thousands  of  workers  from  the  war-torn 
countries  of  Europe  will  come  to  the  United 
States  soon  after  the  peace  treaty  is  signed  in 
Paris;  and 

WHEREAS,  Regardless  of  the  difiTerent  mea- 
sures of  restriction  the  majority  of  the  new- 
comers may  pass  the  necessary  exaudnations; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Immigration,  if  not  properly 
handled  may  become  dangerous  to  the  American 
labor  movement  if  left  to  themselves  to  shift 
into  industries  and  sections  of  this  country 
where  th^  cannot  be  assimilated;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  large  interests  of  employers 
and  manufacturers  are  using,  or  n^imiitij\r  im- 
migrants to  the  detriment  of  American  labor, 
because  of  their  lack  of  knowledge  of  our  con- 
ditions and  customs;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  this,  the  89th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
that  the  executive  council  be,  and  hereby  is 
instructed  to  investigate  the  advisability  of  the 
establishment  of  a  trades  union  information 
bureau  for  immigrants  in  New  York,  preferably 
on  Ellis  Island,  where  the  newcomers  may  be 
advised  relative  to  their  bona  fide  trades  unions 
of  America,  to  working  conditions,  in  regards 
^^r*^*^.**?  obtaining  employment  relative  to 
strikes  and  lock-outs  and  such  other  informa- 
tion which  may  be  valuable  to  them  both  from 
their  and  our  point  of  view;  and,  be  it  farther 

RESOLVED,  That  if  the  executive  councU 
flnda  that  the  establishment  of  an  information 
bureau  is  advisable,  the  council  be  and  here- 
by is  authorised  to  establish  this  bureau  at 
their  earliest  opportunity. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  128 — By  Delegation  of  the 
International  Seamen's  Union. 

»T^^?^"^^'  .■"*  Supreins  Court  of  tb« 
United  States  has  construed  section  eleven  of 
the  Seamen's  Act  so  that  foreign  and  American 
vessels  may  pay  advance  wages  in  foreign  ports 
where  sudi  practice  is  not  forbidden  by  law 
md  that  sudi  advances  are  to  be  allowed  in 
tfaeM  United  States  when  the  seaman  Is  paid 
off;  and  '^ 


WHEREAS,  Section  four  of  the  same  Act  has 
by  Court  of  Appeals  been  construed  so  that  ope- 
half  of  the  total  wages  earned  must  remain 
with  the  vessel  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
seaman  to  his  shipping  contract;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  rulings  go  directly  against 
the  means  to  bring  about  equalization  in  wage- 
cost  of  foreign  and  American  vessels;  there- 
fore, 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Committee  on  Mer- 
chant Marine  and  Fisheries  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  requested  to  examine  into 
these  rulings  and  to  take  such  action  as  shall 
leave  the  forces  working  for  equaJization  In 
full  operation. 

Referred  to  Committee^  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  129 — By  Delegate  James  A.  Dun- 
can, of  the  Seattle  Central  Labor  Council. 

WHEREAS,  Following  the  dictates  of  De- 
mocracy, and  in  an  effort  to  secure  for  our 
citizenship  the  fullest  possible  opportunity  for 
the  expression  of  its  sentiment  relative  to  the 
laws  for  its  government,  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  has  for  years  past  stood  out  as 
the  foremost  champion  of  direct  legislation, 
which  has,  where  placed  in  operation  proved 
a  boon  to  popular  government,  by  placing  in 
the  hands  of  the  people  an  instrument,  by 
means  of  which  many  progressive  measures 
have  been  enacted  into  law;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  interests  of  co-operation 
and  efficiency  in  the  matter  of  securing  desir- 
able legislation,  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  have  from  time  to  time 
suggested  model  and  uniform  laws  to  be  urged 
by,  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  workers  of  the 
various  states;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  woeful  lack  of  uni- 
formity in  the  laws  governing  our  international 
unions,    which    condition    makes    efficient    co- 


operation   and    team    work   between    the 

bership  of  the  various  international  unions  ez- 
tremelv  difficult  and  in  many  instances  im- 
possible, which  chaotic  condition  it  is  eminently 
desirable  to  overcome;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  thirty-ninth  annual  con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
that  its  Executive  Council  be,  and  hereby  is 
instructed  to,  within  ninety  days  of  this  date, 
prepare  and  send  to  all  international  unions,  a 
model  initiative  and  raferendum  provision  as 
a  suggested  amendment  to  their  various  con- 
stitutions, such  suggested  amendment  to  be 
drawn  in  such  manner  as  will  make  possible 
the  submission  of  anv  given  proposition  to  the 
whole  membership  of  Uie  American  Federation 
of  Labor  simultaneously,  and  in  legal  manner; 
the  demand  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  local  unions 
being  necessary  to  invoke  the  use  of  this 
amendment  by  any  international  union  at  given 
stated  periods;  and,  further  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  each  international  union 
be  urged  to  take  whatever  steps  may  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  (If  possible)  the  adoption  of  this  ' 
proposed  amendment  to  its  constitution  at  the 
earliest  possible  date  and  notify  the  secretary 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  as  to  the 
results   of  its   efforts. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  180 — ^By  the  Delegation  of 
the  International  Ladies'  Garment  Workeis' 
Union.  Benjamin  Schlesinger,  Max  Qorenstein, 
Jacob  Heller,  Al  Laporta,  L  Feinberg  and  M. 
Friedman. 
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RSSOLVBD,  Thmt  the  Anwrictn  Federation 
of  Labor,  In  conyention  aasembled,  inetmcte  itt 
Bxecotive  Council  to  lend  its  eupport  to  the 
International  Ladies'  Garment  Workers'  Union 
in  its  peaceful  negotiations  with  the  employers 
of  the  01^  of  Oucago,  and  likewise  in  case  a 
strike  is  round  necessary  for  the  introduction 
of  eoUeetive  barsaining  and  uniform  standards 
in  the  waist,  dress  and  skirt  industries  of 
Chicago. 

Beferred  to  Committae  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  181— By  Delegate  ^miiam 
F.  Kavanaugfa,  of  the  State  Federation  of  Labor 
of   New  Jersey. 

WHEREAS,  President  Woodrow  Wilson,  is- 
sued from  the  capital  city  of  our  nation  on 
July  20th,  1918,  a  personal  statement  addressed 
to  his  fellow-countrymen,  defining  mob-spirit 
action,  called  upon  the  nation  to  show  the 
world  that  while  it  fights  for  Democracy  on 
foreign  fields,  it  is  not  destroying  democracy 
at  home;  and 

WHEREAS.  While  the  President  referred  not 
alone  to  moo  action  against  those  suspected 
of  being  enemy  aliens  or  enemy  sympitthisers, 
he  denounced  most  emphatically  mob  action  of 
all  sorts,  especially  lyndiings,  and  this  Tery 
much  predommates  in  southern  sates,  where  also 
white  and  colored  child  labor  is  exploited;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  all  wars,  where  our  country 
and  its  interests  were  at  stake  the  colored  race, 
with  their  white  brothers,  foi«ht,  shed  their 
blood  and  died  in  defense  of  Old  Olory  and 
orer  there  gate  their  all  that  others  may  live 
in  peace  and  happiness  ever  after;  and 

WHEREAS,  Lynchings,  cowardly  and  unjust, 
is  also  a  blow  at  the  heart  of  ordered  law 
and  human  Justice;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  colored  people,  their  work- 
ers, their  bread  winners,  urouffhout  the  na- 
tion look  with  hope  and  anxiety  In  their  hearts 
to  those  in  the  struggle  for  better  conditions, 
for  better  homes  and  for  the  good  things  of  life, 
as  well  as  protection  from  mob  rule  and  for 
a  surging  popular  opinion  behind  them  that 
will  not  tolerate  a  laxity  in  upholding  the  laws 
of  our  land;  and 

WHBREAS,The  hope  of  olTilixation  is  in  de- 
mocracr;  the  hope  of  democracy  is  in  Justice; 
the  only  hope  of  Justice  is  in  the  tribunals 
through  whloi  Justice  can  be  secured,  and  the 
only  hope  of  the  functioning  of  these  tribunals 
is  in  the  sentiment  which  demands  that  they, 
within  their  departments,  shall  be  supreme 
and  that  any  effort  to  Incite  mob  violence  ahall 
be  regarded  as  an  attack  upon  the  very  foun- 
dations of  society   itself;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  labor  movement, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  knows  no  race,  color  or  creed  in 
its  stand  for  the  toiling  masses  to  get  Justice; 
and 

WHEREAS,    Through    iU    representatives    in 

•  convention   assembled   at  Perth   Amboy,   N.   J., 

Wfk  of  August  19th,   1918,  the  New  Jersey 

State  Federation  of  Labor,  with  a  membership 

of  over  90,000,   endorsed  this  resolution;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  great  American  Labor 
movement  througfat  its  conventions,  city,  state 
and  national,  is  the  very  medium  through  which 
popular  and  public  sentiment  can  best  be  ex- 
pressed against  mob  rule  and  for  proper  en- 
forcement of  the  laws  of  our  land;  therefore, 
be  it 

_  RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  represenUtives  of 
this  89th  Anntial  Convention  of  the  American 


Federation  of  Labor,  go  on  record  as  endorsing 
the  above  as  our  sentiments  in  opposition  to 
mob  rule  and  lynchings;  and  be  it  fwther 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  the  aame  be  sent 
to  our  Representatives  ox  Congress  and  United 
States  Senate  and  Speakers  of  both  Houses,  to 
the  press  and  to  the  President  of  our  nation. 
Honorable  Woodrow  Wilson. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  182 — ^By  Delegate  Wm.  F. 
Kavanaugfa,  New  Jersey  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  Irish  people  of  Ireland,  have 
for  centuries,  sought  Independence  from  Eng- 
land's rule;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  the  represenUtives  of 
the  American  Labor  movement  at  this  the  89th 
annual  convention,  ffo  on  record  as  expressing 
our  sympathy  for  tbe  aspirations  of  the  Irish 
people  for  a  government  of  their  own  choos- 
ing. 

Referred  to  Committee   on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  188 — By  Delegates  Benjamin 
Schlesinger,  Max  Qorenstein,  Jacob  HeUer,  Al 
Laporta,  L  Feinberg  and  M.  Friedman,  of  the 
International   Ladies'  Garment  Workers*  Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  record  its 
protest  against  the  massacres  and  brutalities 
committed  upon  the  Jewish  populationa  of  Pol- 
and, the  Ukraine  and  other  parte  of  Eastern 
Europe,  and  calls  upon  the  Government  of  t^e 
United  States  to  use  its  great  ofl!lces  with  all 
the  governments  of  the  world  to  the  end  that 
recurrence  of  such  inhuman  deeds  is  made  im- 
possible, and  that  national  minorities  in  everr 
country  in  the  world  are  guaranteed  full  eivu 
and  political  rights  and  protection. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  184 — By  Delegates  James  P. 
Noonan,  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers;  John  Donlin,  Operative  Plasterers  In- 
ternational Association;  John  J.  Hynes,  Amalga- 
mated Sheet  Metal  Workers  International  Al- 
liance. 

WHEREAS,  President  Woodrow  Wilson  has 
recommended  to  the  Congress  that  the  law, 
which  was  recently  passed  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  food  stuffs  until  peace  was  declared 
and  the  army  was  demobilized,  was  no  longer 
necessary,  and  that  it  should  be  modified  so  as 
to  permit  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  beer 
and  light  wines;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  absolute  prohibition  of  beer 
and  light  wines  is  not  now  nor  never  will  be 
necessary  to  promote  the  peace,  integrify,  edu- 
cation and  morality  of  the  peoples  of  these 
United  States,  but  it  is  regarded  by  nuuiy  honest 
working  men  and  women,  as  well  as  by  • 
maJori^  of  business  and  professional  men,  as 
a  detriment  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  this 
and  other  countries,  and 

WHEREAS,  President  Woodrow  Wilson  has 
also  recommended  in  his  message  to  the  Con- 
gress the  enactment  of  more  smtable  laws  for 
the  protection  of  the  working  men  and  women 
of  these  United  States,  and  also  the  passage 
of  laws  for  the  abolition  of  child  labor,  which 
laws  are  beneficial  to  all  wiMn^n^  md  will 
ultimately    result    in    the    co-operation    of   em- 
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ployen  And  employei  for  the  smelloratiOB  of 
the  human  race  in  all  walks  of  life  so  that  all 
may  enjoy  the  constitutional  right  of  life,  liberty 
and  the  pinanit  of  happiness;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  plans  and  laws  recommend- 
ed I7  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  for 
the  modification  of  the  war-time  prohibition 
laws  and  for  tiie  separation  of  children  from 
industry,  and  measures  for  the  general  good  of 
all  the  working  people  are  in  accord  with  the 
loniT  established  policies  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  and  its  soTeral  depart- 
ments; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Building  Trades  Ooun- 
cil  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  vicinity  in  regular 
jieeting  assembled  this,  the  28th  day  of  May, 
1919,  does  unanimously  concur  in  the  recom- 
mendations in  the  President's  recent  message, 
and  we  demand  that  the  representatives  in 
Ctongress  earnestly  and  vigorously  support  the 
bills  favored  by  President  WibM>n  until  thev 
are  finally  disposed  of  at  the  present  extraordl- 
naiy  session  of  the  Congress;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  Building  Trades  Depart- 
ment Convention  to  be  called  at  Atlantic  City, 
N.  J.,  June  8d,  1919,  with  the  request  that 
they  be  concurred  in  by  that  body  and  for- 
warded to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
convention  to  be  called  in  the  same  citjr  on 
June  9,  1919,  for  similar  action;  and  be  It 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  B\iild- 
ing  Trades  Council  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  vi- 
cinity, and  that  copies  also  be  sent  to  Hon- 
orable Woodrow  Wilson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  Honorable  President 
of  the  United  States  Senate,  and  to  the  Hon- 
orable Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  also  to  each  of  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress from  the  City  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  to 
the  two  United  States  Senators  from  Missouri. 
Respectfully  submitted,  Maurice  J.  Cassidy.  The 
above  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  by 
the  Building  Trades  Council  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  vicinity.  May  28th,   1919. 

MAURICE  J.   CASSroV, 

Secretary. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  185 — ^By  Delegates  Hei^ry 
U.  Raisse  of  Lorain  Central  Union  and  Edward 
J.  Evans  of  the  Electrical  Workers. 

WHEREAS,  The  Mayors  of  several  towns  in 
the  Pittsburgh  district  have  arbitrarily  sup- 
pressed the  rights  of  Free  Speech  and  Free 
Assembly,  and  have  refused  to  permit  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  hold  meet- 
ings in  their  towns;  and 

WHEREAS,  Every  effort  has  failed  to  dis- 
suade them  from  this  un-American  and  auto- 
cratic attitude,  they  refusing  absolutely  to  be 
guided  by  policies  of  Justice,  reason  and  fair 
play;   therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  heart- 
ily condemns  this  lawless  conduct;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  respectfully  request  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  institute  a 
congressional  investigation  of  the  situation  In 
Western  Pennsylvania,  and  to  take  such  steps 
as  he  nuiy  deem  necessary  to  put  the  consti- 
tution into  force  in  this  district.     ' 

Referred  to  Committee   on   Organization. 


Resolution  No.  186 — ^By  Delegates  Jams* 
P.  Noonan,  L  B.  E.  W.;  John  H.  Donlin,  Opera- 
tive Plasterers;  John  J.  Hynes,  Shset  Metal 
Workers. 

WHEREAS,  Resolution  No.  96,  of  the  St. 
Paul  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  was  in- 
tended to  stop  the  encroachment  of  the  Thea- 
trical Stage  Employes  upon  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  several  building  trades  in  the  moving 
picture   Industry;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  situation  still  remains  the 
same  in  that  the  Theatrical  Stage  Employes 
continue  to  claim  Jurisdiction  over  certain 
building  trades  when  working  in  said  moving 
picture  industry,  and  further  refuse  to  relinquiu 
their  claim  over  said  building  trades  regardless 
of  the  craft  fundamental  diaracter  of  the  work 
in  question;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  charter  of  the  Inter- 
national Alliance  of  Theatrical  Stage  Employes 
be  revoked. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustments. 

Resolution  No.  187 — ^By  Delegates  Benjamin 
Sohlesinger,  Max  Goenstdn.  Jacob  Heller.  Al 
Laporta,  Israel  Feinberg  and  H.  Friednutn,  of 
the  International  Ladies'  Garment  and  Workers' 
Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  instructs 
its  Executive  Council  to  lend  its  support  to 
the  International  Ladies'  Oarment  Workers' 
Union  in  its  elforts  to  introduce  collective  bar- 
gaining and  union  working  conditions  in  the 
cloak,  suit  and  skirt  Industries  of  the  City  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Referred  to   Committee  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  188 — By  Delegates  John 
Donlin,  William  L.  Hutdieson  and  John  J. 
Hynea. 

WHEREAS,  The  so-called  Baker-Oompers 
agreement  consummated  on  June  19,  1917,  was 
intended  as  a  war  measure  only;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  period  in  which  it  was  ex- 
pected to  serve  has  passed,  also  the  institutitm 
that  functioned  in  its  affairs  has  automatically 
dissolved;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  89th  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  will 
consider  the  aforesaid  agreement  null,  void  and 
in  every  way  canceled  on  or  before  July  1, 
1919. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  189 — By  Delegates  Henry  H. 
Raisse,  of  the  Lorain  Central  Labor  Union,  and 
Edw.  J.  Evans,  of  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Electrical   Workers. 

RESOLVED,  That  this  89th  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  initiate  the 
proper  proceedings  looking  toward  the  forma- 
tion of  an  iron  and  steel  workers'  department 
in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  140 — ^By  Delegates  John 
Donlin,  Operative  Plasterers  International  As- 
sociation; William  L.  Hutcheson,  United  Bro- 
therhood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America: 
John  J.  Hynes,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal 
Workers  International  Alliance. 
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WHEREAS,  The  Intenuttional  Brotherhood  of 
MaintMianrn  .  of  Way  ,  Employes  claim  for  tl\.eir 
membenhip  Jurisdiction  over  the  constructlou, 
repair  and  alteration  of  all  buildings  owned 
bj  railroads;  and 

WHEREAS,  Said  Brotherhood  in  the  past  not 
only  has  done  much  of  this  work,  but  insists 
upon  doing  such  building  work  in  the  future  ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Several  conferences  held  between 
said  International  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance 
of  Way  Employes  and  International  Unions  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  availed  nothing  in  the  way  of  an  adjust- 
ment or  understanding;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  89th  Annual  Oonven- 
tion  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  re- 
voke the  charter  of  said  International  Brother- 
hood of  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Building  Trades. 

Resolution  No.  141 — ^By  Delegates  Benjamin 
Schlesinger,  Max  Oorenstein,  Jacob  Heller,  Al 
Laporta,  I.  Feinberg  and  M.  Freidman,  of  the 
International  Ladies'   Garment  Workers'  Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  urge  upon 
the  Government  of  the  United  SUtes  to  grant 
complete  amnesty  to  all  political  prisoners  con- 
victed under  the  special  emergency  laws  en- 
acted by  Congress  during  the  war>  and  the  re- 
peal of  all  such  laws  as  interfering  with  the 
normal  exercise  of  American  liberties  guaran- 
teed by  the  Constitution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  142 — By  Delegates  Henry  W. 
Raisee,  of  the  Lorain,  Ohio,  Central  Labor 
Union  and  Edward  J.  Evans,  of  the  Interna- 
tional Brotherhood   of  Electrical   Workers. 

WHEREAS,  Eveiy  labor  union  in  America, 
regardless  of  its  trade  or  industry,  has  a  direct 
and  positive  interest  in  the  organization  of  the 
workers  in  the  iron  and  steel  mdustry,  because 
the  accomplishment  of  this  vital  task  will 
greatly  weaken  the  opposition  of  employers 
everywhere  to  the  ^extension  of  trade  unionism 
and  the  establishment  of  decent  conditions  of 
work  and  wages;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  organising  force  now  in  the 
field  working  upon  this  vast  project  is  altc^ether 
inadequate  in  strength  to  carry  on  the  work  in 
the  vigorous  manner  imperatively  demanded  by 
the   situation;    therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  President  Gompers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  Chairman 
of  the  National  Committee  for  Organising  Iron 
and  Steel  Workers  be  authorized  to  call  a  coiy 
ference,  during  the  coming  convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  of  the  heads  of  all  international 
unions  affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  th<> 
end  that  they  make  arrangements  to  lend  their 
araistance  to  the  organisation  of  the  iron  and 
steel  industry. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  143 — By  Delegate  M.  Gold- 
smith of  the  Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16898. 

WHEREAS,  The  organized  workers  have 
been  and  are  doing  all  In  their  power  to  as- 
sist the  government  in  the  Americanization 
of  our  people  and  especially  the  foreigners; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Trade  Unions  as  sudi  are 
doing  good  work  in  acquainting  their  members 


with  the  institutions  of  our  government  a|id 
insisting  upon  an  amalgamation  of  all  nation- 
aKtles  br  advocating  a  common  language  among 
all  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  instruct 
the  Executive  Council  to  endeavor  to  have  Con- 
gress pass  a  bill  compelling  all  societies,  trai> 
temal,  insurance  and  others — secret  or  other- 
wise, to  conduct  their  business  in  the  English 
language. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  144 — ^By  Delegate  O.  M. 
Rynerson  of  the  Central  Labor  Council  of  Salem, 
Oregon. 

WHEREAS,  From  investigations  condogted 
by  the  government  it  is  learned  that  ^e  q>read 
of  venereal  diseases  has  caused  an  alarming 
condition  to  exist  throughout  uie  nation.  Ac- 
cording to  figures  prepared  by  the  Surge<m 
General  of  the  army  approximately  200,000 
eases  of  venereal  diseases  were  treated  in  tbe 
army  and  of  this  number  more  than  160,000 
men  came  into  the  service  already  infected. 
This  cross  section  of  America's  manhood 
demonstrates  a  terrible  and  deplorable  physioAl 
condition  of  our  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  Statements  made  by  the  Surgvon 
General  of  the  United  States  Public  Health 
Service  show  most  of  the  congenital  blindness 
is  due  to  gonorrhoea!  infection  of  the  mother- 
most  cases  of  abnormal  operations  on  women 
are  due  to  this  disease;  that  most  cases  of 
venereal  infection  in  married  women  come  from 
infection  contracted  in  earlier  life  by  tiieir 
husbands.  That  rarphilis  is  filling  the  insane 
asylumns  and  feeble-minded  institutions  of  th^ 
coimtry;  that  defectives  of  many  classes,  due 
to  syphilis,  are  becoming  an  increasing  Inirden 
on  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  Statistics  issued  by  the  Public 
Health  Service  show  prostitution  causes  most 
of  the  spread  of  venereal  diseases.  It  is  an  un- 
fortunate fact  that  prostitutes  are  recruited 
largely  from  among  working  girls  and  women; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Government,  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  states,  has  by  a  comprehensive 
f urogram  of  education,  medical  treatment  and 
aw  enforcement  demonstrated  that  the  spread 
of  these  diseases  can  be  controlled  and  their 
ravages  reduced;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  heartily  en- 
dorses the  e£Forts  of  the  United  SUtes  Public 
Health  Service,  cooperating  with  the  various 
states,  in  combating  the  spread  of  Tenereal 
diseases;   and,   be   it   further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  call  upon  organized 
labor  to  familiarize  themselves  with  the  gov- 
emment's  program  of  combating  these  dis- 
eases and  to  assist  in  every  possible  manner 
the  eradication  of  these  scourges  of  civiliza- 
tion. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  146— By  Delegates  Henry  W. 
Raisse  of  the  Lorain,  Ohio,  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  now  much  dissatisfae- 
tion  and  confusion  among  many  of  the  men 
employed  in  the  steel  mills  through  not  be'.ng  in 
the  union  having  jurisdiction  over  their  work,  by 
having  been  placed  in  there  through  no  mis- 
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take  of  their  own  or  by  having  had  to  leek 
another  line  of  work  after  joining;  therefore, 
be  it  ' 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  delegates  to  the 
S9th  OonTentlon  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  aak  that 
a  free  transfer  card  be  issued  to  men  working 
In  the  steel  industry  who  have  to  transfer  from 
one  nnion  to  another. 

Referred  to  Ck>mmittee  on  Organization. 

Resolution  No.  146— By  Delegates  0.  F. 
Grow,  H.  W.  Brown,  William  Shoenberg,  A.  W. 
Wharton,  J.  J.  Connelly  of  the  IntemaUonal 
Association  of  Madiinists. 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Brotherhood  of  Car- 
penters and  Joiners  have  persistently  refused  to 
^  the  mandates  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  as  expressed  by  the  action  of  the 
San  Francisco  (inventions,  in  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolution  known  as  '^Resolution 
No.   162." 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Association  of 
Machlnisto  haa  jurisdiction  over  the  building, 
assembling,  erecting,  dismanteling  *m  repair- 
ing machinery  in  machine  shops,  buildings, 
factories  or  elsewhere;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Brotherhood  of  Csr- 
penters  and  Joiners  is  attempting  to  do  this 
work  and  taking  advantage  of  every  opportunity 
to  place  the  members  of  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  on  same,  and 

WHEREAS,  Numerous  protests  have  been 
made  to  the  officers  of  the  Brotherhood  and 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  the  trespass  on  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists  and  a  number  of  conferences  have 
been  held,  all  to  no  avail,  this  resulting  in  the 
International  Association  of  Machinists  appeal- 
ing to  the  Seattle  Building  Trades  Dept.  Con- 
vention in  the  form  of  a  resolution  protesting 
against  the  infringement  complained  of,  this 
resolution  was  adopted  and  the  officers  of  the 
Building  Trades  Dept.  instructed  to  use  eveiy 
means  at  their  command  to  conserve  the  rights 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  International  Associa- 
tion  of  Machinists;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Brotherhood  of  Car- 
penters and  Joiners  is  fundamentally  a  craft 
composed  of  men  skilled  in  the  erecting,  form- 
ing and  assembling  of  wood  materials  and  has 
never  been  recognued  as  a  metal  craft  organi- 
zation or  granted  jurisdiction  over  the  making, 
repairing,  erecting,  assembling  or  dismanteling 
of  macmnery;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
stnicted  to  discontinue  the  infringement  com- 
plained of;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  and  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  stand  instructed  to  render  every  pos- 
sible assistance  in  enforcing  the  intent  of  this 
resolution;   therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  and  is 
hereby  ordered  to  suspend  the  diarter  of  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners 
until  such  time  as  thev  have  complied  with  the 
intent  and  purpose  of  the  above  resolution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Building  Trades. 

Resolution  No.  147 — ^By  Delegates  John 
Donlin,  Operative  Plasterers  International  As- 
sociation; John  L.  Owens,  Cleveland  Federation 
of  Labor;  Edward  J.  Evans,  William  L.  Lewis, 
George  Leary,  Louis  Wejrand,  H.  B.  Odell. 


WHEREAS,  The  high  cost  of  living  inddsnt 
to  the  war  has  not  been  reduced  since  tfas 
signing  of  the  armistice,  and  is  continuing  to 
increase  at  the  present  time;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  toilers  in  almost  every  craft 
have  received  an  increase  in  wages  to  meet 
this  high  cost  of  living,  and  the  oiganized  labor 
movement  have  gone  on  record  against  reduc- 
tions; and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  beUef  of  the  delegates 
that  the  labor  movement  should  set  the  ex- 
ample of  permitting  the  workers  to  meet  their 
obligations  by  seeing  to  it  that  their  em- 
ployes   are   properly   treated;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  organizers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  are  compelled  to  travel 
from  place  to  place  and  at  the  same  time  provide 
for  their  folks  at  home,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  salaiy  of  organizers 
be  increased  from  87.00  per  day  to  $8.00  per 
day,  and  the  expenses  increased  from  $4.00  to 
$5.00  per  day,  to  give  them  a  better  opportun- 
ity to  meet  the  high  cost  of  living  prevalent 
in  our  country  today. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coimcirs 
Report. 

Resolution  148 — ^By  Delegate  Alice  A. 
Kissam,  of  the  Bookkeepers,  Stenographers  and 
Accountants'  Union,  No.   12040. 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Brotherhood  of 
Teamsters  has  recentiy  oiganized  the  clerks  in 
the  express  offices  in  New  York  City;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Brothsi'iood  of  Railway 
Clerks  claims  Jurisdiction  over  these  express 
clerks;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Brotheru,^  of  Railws7 
Clerks  has  jiulsdiction  only  over  clerks  in  rail- 
way offices  and  these  express  elerks  are  not  em- 
ployed  in  railway  offices;   and 

WHEREAS,  Bookkeepers',  Stenographers'  and 
Accountants'  Union,  No.  12646,  New  York  Citv, 
claims  that  these  express  clerks  come  withm 
their  jurisdiction,  performing  work  over  which 
thej  claim  jurisdiction:   and 

WHEREAS.  Bookkeepers',  Stenographers'  and 
Accountants'^  Union  12646  can  do  more  for 
these  clerks  than  can  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Clerks  in  that  there  are  very  few 
railway  clerks  in  New  York  City;  and 

WHEREAS.  Bookkeepers',  Stenographera'  ^ad 
Accountants'  Union,  No.  12646,  claim  juris- 
diction over  the  express  clerks  and  in  fact  have 
started  arrangements  with  the  International 
Brotheihood  of  Teamstera  for  their  transfer  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  Bookkeepen',  Stenographera 
and  Accountants'  Union,  No.  12646;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED*  That  the  claim  of  the  Brother- 
hood  of  Railway  Clerks  to  the  right  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Express  Clerks  be  held  in  abeyance 
and  that  this  protest  be  referred  to  the  proper 
committee  of  this  convention  for  a  hearing,  at 
which  the  delegate  of  the  Bookkeepers,  Steno- 
graphera and  Accountants  Union  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Adjustment. 

Resolution  No.  149— By  Delegate  C.  M. 
Rynerson,  of  the  Central  Liabor  Council 
of  Salem,  Ore.: 

WHEREAS,  Realising  that  the  establish- 
ment of  stable  conditions  in  business  and  in- 
dustries is  of  the  utmost  importance  at  the 
earliest  posaible  time;  and 
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WHERSAS,  recognlxlniT  that  such  con- 
ditions can  come  only  by  general  ac- 
ceptance for  necessary  adjustments  of  a 
basis  which  does  Justice  to  all  elements 
of  our  nation;  thus  is  stressed  the  im- 
portance of  the  work  of  various  agen- 
cies seeking  to  establish  figures  indi- 
cating fluctuations  in  living  costs,  labor 
costs  and  price  Changes;  and 

WHEREAS,  figures  established  by 
such  agencies  have  come  to  be  widely 
used  in  the  adjustment  of  the  workers' 
wage  to  meet  increased  living  costs; 
therefore,  be  it 

HESOLVED.  that  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  in  convention  assembled 
condemn  in  strongest  terms  the  efforts 
of  certain  employers  of  labor  to  construct 
a  basis  upon  the  lower  standard  of  liv. 
ing  resulting  from  curtailed  consumption 
due  to  high  prices  of  commodities  and 
in  response  to  patriotic  appeal;  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  that  the  work  of  the  De- 
partment of  Labor  through  its  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics,  is  most  highly  com- 
mended for  the  great  good  accomplished 
in  establishing  figures  which  furnish  a 
fair  basis  to  be  used  in  making  desired 
readjustments. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  150— By  Delegate  C.  M. 
Rynerson,  of  Salem,  Ore.,  Central  Labor 
Council: 

WHEREAS,  The  Committee  on  Coop- 
eration should  have  authority  to  con- 
sider plana  of  a  cooperative  nature  that 
may  be  proposed  from  time  to  time  for 
the  benefit  of  the  wage  earner  and  of 
the  community,  and  to  cooperate  with 
other  bodies  that  may  be  interested  in 
plans,  so  far  as  such  plans  may  benefit 
the  wage  earner;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  committee  on 
cooperation,  authorized  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Buffalo  Convention  in  1917,  and 
continued  by  the  convention  in  St.  Paul 
in  1918,  is  hereby  further  continued  and 
is  authorized  to  represent  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  to  consider,  and  to 
pass  upon  such  plans  for  cooperation, 
that  may  be  submitted  and  to  cooper- 
ate in  carrying  such  plans  into  effect  so 
far  as  is  deemed  advisable  to  carry  out 
such  cooperative  plans,  and  that  in  their 
judgment  will  benefit  the  wage  earner 
and  the  community,  and  to  report  to  the 
next  convention. 

Referred   to   Committee   on   Education. 

Resolution  No.  151— By  Delegate  John 
T.  Smith,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union  of 
Kansas  City  Mo. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  shortage  of 
wholesome  dwellings  in  practically  every 
community   in   the   country;    therefore   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  each  city  and  town 
should  be  authorized  and  encouraged  to 
build  enough  houses  to  meet  the  needs 
of  its  inhabitants,  providing  with  each  a 
tract  of  land  suitable  to  the  locality  and 
that  the  Federal  Government  participate 
in  the  production  of  a  full  supply  of 
suitable  homes  by  continuing  the  Hous- 
ing Bureau  to  aid,  encourage  and  stim- 
ulate the  building  of  dwelling  houses. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Ezecutiye 
Council's  report. 


Resolution  No.  152— By  Delegate  John 
O.  Owens,  of  Cleveland  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  cost  of  living  is 
steadily  increasing  as  far  as  rents,  food, 
clothing,  etc  are  considered,  thus  ab- 
sorbing increases  of  wages  that  may  be 
obtained  by  the  organised  workers 
through   nesotiations  and  strikes;   and 

WHEREAS,  This  condition  is  nnjwt 
and  unbearable  to  the  masses  of  people; 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  delegates  to  the 
Cleveland  Federation  of  Labor,  hereby 
request  that  a  special  grand  jury  be 
appointed  to  investigate  this  problem  and 
make  public  their  findings  and  also  in- 
dict all  individuals  and  concerns  that  are 
violating  the  statutes  against  trusts,  con« 
spiracles  and  committing  other  lawless 
acts;  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  to  present  a 
similar  proposition  to  that  body  and 
urge  that  this  question  be  made  a  na- 
tional one. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution,  No.  163— By  Delegates 
Peter  J.  Brady,  Prank  Feeney,  William 
L.  Hutcheson,  Jas.  T.  Morlarty,  Matthew 
Well,  Martin  Ryan,  Thomas  T.  Bed- 
ding, Tliomas  Keanray,  Cbas.  Anderson, 
A.  G.  Enright,  Jas.  B.  Connors,  Frank 
Kssten,  Wm.  J.  McOeory,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Inerney,  Thomas  F.  McMahon,  John  F. 
Murphy,  P.  H.  McCarthy,  Daniel  J. 
O'Donnell,  Thomas  J.  Reagan,  P.  J.  Rooney,  O. 
J.  Boyle,  Frank  Duffy,  C.  L.  Baine,  John  Car- 
roll, JsB.  G.  Allen,  J.  Hurley,  E.  W.  Edwards, 
Timothy  Healy,  T.  M.  Daly,  John  J. 
Sullivan.  Daniel  T.  McKillop,  John  Ken- 
nedy. Pat  E.  Gorman,  Daniel  J.  Tobin, 
Geo.  B.  McQovern,  Qeo.  Leary,  E.  W. 
Leonard,  Walter  J.  Roddick,  Henry  F. 
Hilfers,  H.  J.  Conway,  R.  A.  Cooney,  Frank  Far- 
rington,  George  A.  Tracy,  John  J.  Hynes,  John 
Bradley,  John  Sullivan,  Margaret  C.  Daley, 
Anna  Fitzgerald,  Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  W.  H. 
Lyons,  Joseph  Proxabstle,  Stephen  O'Donnell, 
Patrick  Crowley,  William  Young,  William  F. 
Dwyer,  Michael  J.  Scanlan,  E.  F.  Welsh,  W. 
W.  Britton,  Jas.  P.  Holland,  A  McAndrew, 
J.  J.  Doyle,  Edward  I.  Hannah,  Andrew  C. 
Hughes. 

WHEREAS,  the  people  of  Ireland  have,  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of  self  deter- 
mination enmiciated  by  President  Woodrow  Wil- 
son, through  the  peaceful  use  of  the  ballot,  de- 
clared in  no  uncertain  terms  demand  for  the 
sovereiffn  independence  of  their  country  and 
have  already  established  in  Ireland  a  Republic 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the 
people  of  Ireland;  and 

WHEREAS,  we,  the  delegates  to  this,  the 
89th  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  representing  the  liberty  lov- 
ing citizens  of  America,  realizing  the  justice  of 
the  claims  of  the  people  of  Ireland  to  national 
existence  and  reaffirming  our  belief  that  all  just 
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Bovemsnenti  derive  their  right  to  »wy..» 
through  the  oonsent  of  the  governed,  therefore 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  moet  heertily  approve 
of  the  demands  of  the  people  of  Ireland  and  ^ 
upon  the  Ck>ngreeB  of  the  United  SUtee  to  e^ve 
due  asd  firm  recognition  to  our  aister  republie, 
Iieland»  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  -the  Secretary  is  instructed 
to  eend  copies  of  this  resolution  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  each  member  of 
Congress,  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  through  their 
chosen  officials  and  that  copies  be  giyren  to  the 


Referred  to   Oommittee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  164— By  B.  J.  Ryan.  H.  W. 
Strickland,  R.  E.  Plymale,  Railway  Mail  Asso- 
ciation, and  T.  F.  Flaherty,  National  Federa- 
tion of  Postal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  the  Post  Office  Department  has  in 
operation  systems  to  measure  the  speed  and 
effleieney  of  the  Postal  Employes,  and 

WHEREAS,  These  systems  are  calcuUted  to 
foree  the  employe*  to  mainUin  a  speed  and 
standard  that  is  unreasonable  and  detrimental 
to  their  welfare  and  healA,  and 

WHEREAS,  In  practice,  these  systems  have 
resulted  in  unreasonable  punishment  and  dis- 
erimination  against  the  employes,  therefore. 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  Convention  assembled  condemns  this 
policy,  and  asks  the  Executive  Council  to  use  its 
efforts  to  abolish  all  speed  tests,  time  meas- 
uring devices  and  imreasonable  standards  of 
personal  efficiency  in  the  Postal  Service. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  State  Organisa- 
tions. 

Resolution  No.  166 — ^By  Delegates  Luther  C. 
Steward,  William  E.  Jenken.  Martin  J.  Leonard, 
Florence  Etheridge,  National  Federation  of 
Federal    Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  report  of  the  U.  S.  Wai 
Labor  Conference  Board,  of  March  20,  1018, 
declared,  among  other  things,  'The  right  of 
workers,  including  common  laborers,  to  a  livinc 
wage,"  and  "in  nzlng  wages  a  minimum  rate  of 
pay  shall  be  established  which  will  insure  the 
subsistence  of  th«  worker  and  his  family  in  health 
and  reasonable  comfort;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  an  abnormal  in- 
crease in  the  cost  of  living  in  the  past  three 
years,  but  the  wages  of  most  Oovemment  em- 
ployes have  not  been  correspondingly  increased, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  wages  of 
practically  all  employes  in  the  commercial  world 
have  been  increased;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  order  for  the  Oovemment  to 
establish  proper  wage  standards  among  private 
employers  it  should  become  a  model  employer 
itself  and  set  an  example  for  private  employers 
by  the  adoption  of  a  living  wage  standard  for  its 
employes;    therefore,   be  It 

RESOLVED,  By  the  80th  Annual  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  assembled 
at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  that  Congress  should 
immediately  take  favorable  action  on  the  Nolan 
and  Johnson  bills  (S.  8878  and  H.  B.  152}  for 
establishing  a  minimum  wage  for  Government 
employes  and  that  further  legislation  should  be 
enacted   whereby  the  wages   of  all   Oovemment 


employes  not  affected  by  said  bills  are  given  a 
substantial  increase. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  156 — By  Sam  Origgs, 
Stone  Cutters: 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted 
by  the  Thirteenth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Building  Trades  Department  of  the 
American  Federation  of  LAbor,  and  by 
action  of  that  convention  was  referred 
to  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for 
its   cooperation  and  support: 

WHERBAS,  the  Public  BuUdings  BiU 
legislation  that  failed  of  passage  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress;  and 

WHEREAS,  this  legislation  was  ne- 
cessary 6t  passage  for  the  reconstruction 
program  of  the  United  States  Oovem- 
ment; and 

WHEREAS,  this  failure  of  the  last  Con- 

Sess  to  provide  for  any  plan  wherein 
i  Government  eould  go  ahead  with 
their  building  progrram;   and 

WHEREAS.  The  Public  Buildin0i  BiU 
carried  with  it  provision  for  the  imme- 
diate erection  of  many  post  offices 
throughout  the  country,  therefore,  the 
failure  of  the  last  Congress  to  provide 
the  needed  money  to  carry  out  the  Gov- 
ernment's building  program;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirteenth  An- 
nual Convention,  through  its  oifleers,  pe- 
tition Congress  to  pass  as  quickly  as  pos- 
sible the  Public  Buildings  Bill  that  failed 
at  the  last  Congress,  so  that  the  United 
States  Oovemment  can  go  ahead  with 
their  building  projects,  that  will  give  em- 
ployment to  many  thousands  of  building 
.mechanics  and  will  tend  to  quickly  sta- 
bilixe  the  building  industry  of  our  coun- 
try, and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Department  for 
itself,  and  requesting  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to 
cooperate,  call  upon  both  Executive 
CoGncil  to  memorialize  our  federal  gov. 
ernment  to  encourage  building  construc- 
tion of  puUic  buildmgs  as  soon  as  tne 
above  funds  are  available  and  grive  out 
contracts  immediately,  rather  than  defer 
such  building  until  February,  1920,  as 
provided  for  in  a  recent  ruling  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  167 — By  Delegate  Harry  L. 
Hartford,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WHEREAS,  War  has  demonstrated  the  urgent 
need  of  adequate  housing  facilities,  to  provide 
decent  homes  for  the  American  workers,  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  demonstrated  the 
necessity  and  advisability  for  such  housing  t»- 
cilities  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the  workers 
and  to  establish  and  yromote  the  community 
and  home  environment,  necessary  to  full  indus- 
trial   production    and    good    ciUaenship    and 

WHEREAS,  The  Oovemment  has  recognised 
the  neoessity  and  advisability  of  providing  such 
environment  and  housing  facilities,  as  a  military 
necessity,  during  the  War,  by  appropriating 
funds  to  construct  such  houses  for  war  workers 
therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  go  on  record  as  favoriitf  the  eetablieh- 
ment  of  a  permanent  housing  bureau,  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  homes  for  the  workers 
of  this  oountryt  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  our  officers  be  instructed 
tft  try  and  seeurs  m  representative  of  labor  on 
the  board,  to  see  that  the  interests  of  the 
workers  are  fully  protected. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Councils 
Report. 

Resolution  No.  11*8 — ^By  Delegatee  John 
Golden,  Thomas  McMahon,  Daniel  J.  O'Oonnell, 
Thomas  J.  Brogan,   Sara  A.  Conboy. 

WHEREAS,  On  the  night  of  May  21,  1919, 
while  attending  an  open  air  organizing  meetinff 
seven  innocent  people,  members  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America,  were  shot  down 
in  a  cold  blooded  manner  by  officials  and  paid 
hirelings  connected  with  some  of  the  textile 
mill    corporations    at    Columbus,    Georgia,    and 

WHEREAS,  As  a  result  of  this  dastardly  aet, 
one  of  these  innocent  victims,  Grady  Tucker, 
a  soldier  who  had  iust  returned  from  service 
on  the  battlefields  of  France,  paid  the  supreme 
sacrifice,  and 

WHEREAS,  We  feel  convinced  that  this  cow- 
ardly act  is  a  desperate  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  mill  owners  to  stem  the  tide  of  organization 
that  is  now  sweeping  over  the  textile  districts 
of  the  Southern  States,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
maintain  the  long  hours  of  labor,  low  wages, 
and  the  exploitauon  of  diild  labor;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  Delegates  to  the 
t9th  Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  condemn  this  coirmrdly  crime 
committed  against  peaceful,  law  abiding  Am- 
erican citizens,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed  to  render  all 
possible  assistance  to  the  United  Textile  Work- 
ers of  America  in  their  efforts  to  bring  to  Jus- 
tice the  persons  guilty  of  this  cowardly  crime. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  State  Organiza- 
tion. 

Resolution  No.  169 — By  Delegates  John  M. 
Harrigan,  of  the  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  Trades 
Assembly. 

The  Building  Trades  Gonnefl  of  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.,  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  your  consideration  and 
earnestly  urges  the  adoption  of  same: 

WHEREAS.  It  is  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  building  trades  that  all  Building  Trades 
Locals  be  afBliated  with  the  Building  Trades 
Council   in  their   vicinity;  and 

WHEREAS.  There  are  a  number  of  Build- 
ing Trades  Locals  which  either  through  lack 
of  interest  or  selfish  motives  are  not  affili- 
ated and  will  not  affiliate;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  in  the  event  of  the 
adoption  of  these  resolutions  they  become 
effective   immediatdy. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Building  Traaea. 
A.  F.  of  L.  haa  already  appeared  before 

Resolution  No.  160 — By  Delegates  C.  F. 
Grow,  H.  W.  Brown,  John  J.  Connolly,  Wm. 
Schoenberg.  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists. 


WHERKA8,  Since  the  very  laeeptlon  of 
the  organisation  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  an  un- 
tiring campaign  has  been  oondoctad  by  tiM 
Federation  and  its  affiliated  organisations  lor 
the  establishment  of  the  nniversal  eight-hour 
work  day  for  the  men  and  women  who  toil; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  great  educational  and 
economic  campaign  that  has  been  consistently 
carried  on  has  been  the  means  of  confer- 
ring a  great  benefit  upon  millions  of  workers 
and  their  families;  and 

WHEREAS,  Tremendous  changes  have 
taken  place  in  the  industries  of  this  ooontry 
and  of  the  world,  due  to  the  introduetlon  u 
new  machinery,  tools,  processes  and  methods 
of  efficiency,  and  production  of  eonunoditias : 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and 
ita  aflUiated  National  and  International  or- 
ganizations conduct  in  the  future  a  cam- 
paign of  education  to  establish  the  Universal 
Six-Hour  Day  in  the  industries  covered  Ixy 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  its 
affiliated  organisationa. 

Referred  to  Committee  «n  Shorter  Work 
Day. 

Resolution  No.  161— By  Luther  C.  Steward, 
WUliam  E.  Junker.  Martin  J.  Leonard,  Flor^ 
ence  Etheridge,  National  Federation  of  Fed- 
eral Employes. 

WHEREAS,  Federal  employes,  through  th« 
administrative  regulations  of  certain  deparv> 
ments,  have  been  denied  leave  of  absence  t» 
care  for  important  duties  devolving  upon 
them  as  officers  in  organisations  of  affiliated 
Government  employes,  thus  in  many  instances- 
necessitating  their  resignation  from  the  amr» 
vice  and  operating  in  genoral  as  serious  ha»- 
dicaps  to  the  existence  and  progress  ox  sueb 

WHEREAS,  Unless  an  organisation  la  per- 
mitted to  properly  function,  the  right  to  oi^ 
ganize  is  in  itself  of  little  value,  and  ar^ 
bitrary  and  unneeessanr  ruling  denying  leaves 
of  absence  are  in  effect  the  denial  of  tha 
right  to  organize,  which  was  granted  to  civil 
service  employes  in  the  Act  of  Congress  of 
August  24,  1912,  known  as  the  "Anti-Gas 
Law;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Necessary  leaves  of  absenoa 
could  be  granted  employee  engaged  in  the 
work  of  their  rcapective  organizations  with- 
out either  injuring  the  service  or  impair- 
ment  of   its    efficiency;   therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  urge  upon  Congress  the  enact- 
ment of  legialation  which  shall  provide  for 
the  retention  of  the  civil  service  status  by 
the  officers  of  unions  affiliated  vrith  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  who  are  ealledl 
upon  to  absent  themselves  from  their  offi- 
cial duties  and  their  re-instatement  in  the 
service  at  a  salary  no  less  than  that  received 
by  them  at  the  time  such  leave  of  absenea 
is   granted;   and,   be    it   further 

RESOLVED.  That  leaves  of  abaence,  eitber 
temporary  or  extended,  shall  be  granted  tha 
officials  of  affiliated  unions  to  conduct  tha 
work  of  their  organizations  without  prejudica 
to  their  offic'.al  standing  in  the  GovemmenI 
service. 

Bafarrad  to   Committee  on  Resohitionk 
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BMoIution  No.  162— By  D<l«gtt«  Tbw.  M. 
Gmnn,  of  the  Tennetsoe  Federmtioii  of  LalM>r. 
George  L.   Berry. 

WHBBEAS,  The  poUeemen  in  yartow 
cities  have  formed  local  organisations,  and 
are  desirous  of  becoming  a  part  of  the  great 
American  labor  movement;  and 

WHBBEAS.  They  have  made  appUeatlon 
to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  for  charter;  therefore, 
be  it 

BBSOLVED.  That  this  convention  go  on 
record  as  favoring  the  organization  of  the 
policemen,  and  that  the  officers  of  the  fed- 
eration be  instructed  to  issue  charter  to  same 
when  application  is  properly  made. 
Beferred  to   Committee  on   Organization. 

Besolution  No.  16S— By  E.  J.  Byan.  H.  W. 
Strickland.  B.  E.  Plymale,  Baflway  Mail 
Association. 

WHBBEAS.  The  working  hours  of  Bailway 
Postal  Clerks  are  being  lengthened  't  a  time 
when  the  hours  of  workmen  e\'erywhere  are 
being  shortened,  and  as  these  men  complain 
that  an  uncommon  and  unwarrantable  hard- 
ship is  thus  being  imposed  upon  them,  that 
their  health  and  safety  are  being  sacrificed; 
and 

WHEBEAS.  The  AmeHcan  Federat'on  of 
Labor  has  always  contended  and  has  at 
length  successfully  demonstrated  that  neither 
efficiency  nor  economy  is  promoted  by  such 
methods — a  fact  which  has  been  strikingly 
proved  and  candidly  admitted  a^4n  and 
again;  therefore,  be  it 

BESOLVED.  That  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  request  tne 
United  States  Congress  to  establish  a  stan- 
dard day  of  road  duty  applicable  to  the  Bail- 
way  Mail  Service;  and,  be  it  further 

BESOLVED.  That  due  credit  be  given  for 
the  duties  necessarily  performed  in  this  ser- 
vice while  not  on  road  duty  so  that  the 
average  of  aggregate  duty  will  not  exceed 
the  Governmental  standard  that  have  been 
determined  and  are  now  applicable  to  the 
employees  of  the  Government  eontroUed 
transportation  companies. 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  Shorter  Work 
Day. 

Besolution  No.  164 — By  Luther  C.  Steward. 
William  E.  Junker,  Martin  J.  Leonard. 
National  Federation  of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEBEAS.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  created  a  Commission  for  the 
purpose  of  re-dassifjring  the  Federal  Civ'l 
Service  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  thus 
carried  out  for  a  portion  of  such  service  the 
provision  of  Besolution  No.  74  of  the  St. 
Paul  Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor;  and 

WHBBEAS.  The  need  ior  a  re-classiflcation 
Commission  and  re-classiflcation  investigation 
is  no  less  throughout  .the  country  than  in  the 
city  of  Washington;  therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  this  Thirty-ninth  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
that  the  duties  conferred  by  Congress  upon 
the  existing  re-dassifieation  Commission  be 
so  extended  as  to  authorise  it  to  investigate 
and  make  recommendations  for  the  standard- 
isation of  duties,   wages,  salaries,   hours   and 


titles  of  Federal  empk>yess  throoghoot  t&# 
United  SUtM;  and,  be  it  farthfr 

BESOLVED.  That  the  Bzecutive  OoraeU 
is  directed  to  oo-operate  with  the  National 
Federation  of  Federal  Employees  in  pro- 
curing the  extension  of  the  duties  of  the 
Be-classiflcatk>n    Commissk>n   described   abov*. 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Besolution  No.  165— By  Delegates  E.  J. 
Gainor,  C.  D.  Duffy,  J.  S.  Mugavin,  L.  E. 
Swarts,  National  Association  of  Letter  Car- 
riers: Thomas  F.  Flaherty.  National  Feder- 
ation of  Postal  Employes;  B.  J.  Byan.  H.  W. 
StHckland,  B.  E.  Plymale,  BaUway  Mail 
Association. 

WHEBEAS,  In  line  with  the  recommenda- 
tion  of  the  88th  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  Congress  created  a 
Commission  to  Investigate  the  subject  of 
postal   wages;   and 

WHEBEAS,  It  is  undeniably  true  that 
there  is  an  imperative  need  for  an  immed- 
iate increase  in  wages  if  the  efficiency  of 
the  service  Is  to  be  restored  and  maintained, 
and  a  complete  demoralisation  averted  and 
the  wasteful  labor  turnover  curtaUed;  there- 
fore, be  it 

BESOLVED.  That  the  80th  Conventton  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  instmcta 
the  Executive  Councfl  to  give  all  possible 
aid  to  the  aflUiated  postal  organisations  tn 
presenting  facts  to  the  Joint  Commission  on 
Postal  Salaries  to  establish  permanent  ade- 
quate wage  standards,  eommensnrate  with 
the  increased  cost  of  living;  therefore,  be 
it   further 

BESOLVED.  That  pending  the  findings  of 
this  Commission,  and  in  view  of  the  press- 
ing emergency,  this  Convention  endorses  the 
proposal  of  the  affiliated  postal  organisations 
to  secure  from  the  66th  Congress  a  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  temporary  wage  increase  ef- 
fectiTe  July  1,  1919.  over  and  above  tne 
then   existing    grades. 

Beferred    to    Committee    on    Education. 

Besolution  No.  166— By  Delegates  J.  W. 
Worthey.  Salisbury,  N.  C.  F.  H.  U.  No. 
16.S95;  E.  G.  Galloway,  Tri-City  Central 
Trades  and  Labor  Council.  Granite  City, 
ni. ;  Harry  W.  Fox.  Pres.  Wyoming  Feder- 
ation of  Labor;  Max  8.  Hayes.  International 
Typographical  Union;  Joseph  Proebstle, 
Brewery.  Fkmr,  Cereal  and  Soft  Drink 
Workers*  International  Union;  John  A. 
Lacey,  C.  L.  U..  Norfolk.  Va. ;  O.  L.  Leonard. 
Memphis.  Tenn.  Local  No.  16407.  F.  H.  H.; 
Oscar  WiUiams.  Freight  Handlers'  Union. 
Local  No.  16418;  John  Moore.  Pres.  Ohk> 
F.  of  L.: 

WHEBEAS.  There  is  a  Senate  Joint  Bee- 
olution.  No.  22  and  a  House  Joint  Besohi- 
tion.  No.  60,  (both  identical)  pending  befiore 
the  Sixty-Sixth  Congress,  proposing  an  In- 
itiative and  referendum  aukendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes  extending 
the  right  of  its  citlaens,  when  they  so  de- 
sire, to  vote  upon  Constitutional 
ments  and  laws;  be  it 
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BBSOLYED,  That  the  Am«riean  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  Convention  aasembled  this 
ninth  day  of  June,  1919,  demand  that  tBe 
Senators  and  Bepresentatives  of  the  Sixty- 
Sixth  Consress  now  assembled  nse  their  best 
efforts  with  the  Jvdiciary  Committees  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Honse  of  Representatives  to 
render  a  favorable  report  on  such  resolu- 
tions Nimibers  22  and  60  and  cast  their 
votes  in  the  affirmative  npon  sneh  Resolu- 
tions when  submitted;   be  it   further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are 
hereby  instructed  to  appear  before  the  Judi- 
ciary Committees  of  the  Senate  and  tne 
House  of  Representatives,  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  advocacy  of  such  resolutions:  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  Resolu- 
tions be  mailed  to  the  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States  and  each  Senator  and  Rep- 
resentative  of   the    Sixty-Sixth    Congress. 

S.  J.  RES.  22.— In  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stetes,  May  28,  1919.  Mr.  Pomerene 
(by  request)  introduced  the  following  joint 
resolutioin;  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
fsrved  to  the  Committee  on  tba  Jndlelary: 
Proposing  an  initiative  and  referendum 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  extending  the  right  of  Its 
eitisens,  when  they  so  desire,  to  vote  upon 
constitutional    amendments    and   laws. 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled  (two-thirds 
of  each  House  concurring  therein).  That  the 
following  article  be  proposed  to  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,, 
which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths  of  suen 
legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part  of  such 
(Constitution,   namely: 

"ARTICLE  — . 

"Section  1. — ^That  upon  the  submission  to 
the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Department 
of  SUte,  at  Washington,  District  of  Col- 
umbia, of  a  petition  signed  by  five  hundred 
thousand  bona  fide  voters  of  the  United 
States,  duly  certified,  praying  for  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  or  law,  it  shall  be 
mandatory  upon  him  to  submit  si^eh  pro- 
posed amendinent  or  law  at  the  next  regular 
congreseional  election,  providing  such  peti- 
tion has  been  filed  with  him  sixty  days  prior 
to  such  election,  at  which  time  he  shall  notify 
the  executive  of  each  State  to  that  effect; 
and  that  upon  the  presentation  of  a  peti- 
tion signed  by  one  million  bona  fide  voters, 
duly,  certified,  he  shall  submit  such  proposed 
amendment  or  law  at  a  special  election  to 
be  called  by  the  executive  of  each  State  after 
being  notified  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  of 
the  Department  of  State,  to  that  effect,  for 
that  express  purpose,  within  sixty  dayb  after 
the  presentation  of  such  petition,  and  that 
if  a  majority  of  the  people  voting  upon  sucn 
amendment  or  law  submitted  at  such  regular 
congressional  or  special  dection  shall  vote 
in  the  affirmative,  such  proposed  amendmenc 
or  law  shall  become  effective  upon  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  toe 
Secretary  of  State  shall  make  such  proeia- 
— mation  as  soon  as  he  receives  the  certified 
votes  from  the  executives  of  the  varioim 
States. 

"Section  2. — ^That  when  such  petition  or 
petitions  have  been  certified  by  the  citizens 
eirculating   them   before   som»   person   legally 


competent  and  authorised  to  admlnkter 
oatfaa  under  the  laws  of  the  variow  States  i 
and  Territories  they  shall  be  deemed  valid- 
by  both  the  executive  of  each  State  and  the 
Secretarr  of  State. 

"Section  8.— That  any  fraud  committed  m 
any  manner  whatsoever  in  circulating  the 
petitions  herein  mentioned  shall  be  pnmw 
cuted  and  punished  under  the  laws  of  tne 
State  in  which  the  fraud  has  been  eommitteo*. 

"Section  4.— That  all  amendments  and  la%s 
submitted  under  this  amendment  shall  be 
plMed  npon  a  separate  ballot  and  marked 
Federal  amendment  or  law,  and  such  baUots 
shall  be  preserved  for  the  period  of  six 
months,  and  for  a  longer  period  if  dlreetea 
1^  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Dmarvment 
of  State,  after  the  general  or  speeial  election 
has  been  held,  so  that  in  case  of  aOeged 
fraud  such  ballots  may  be  submitted  in  ev». 
dence. 

"Section  6.— That  the  Congress  shall'  have 
power  to  carry  into  effect  by  appropriate 
legislation  any  constitutional  amendment 
adopted  by  the  people  in  the  manner  afore- 


H.  J.  RES.  60.— In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, May  24.  1919.  Mr.  Emerson  In- 
troduced the  following  joint  resolution; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Ommiittee  on  the 
•Judiciary  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Pro- 
posing an  initiative  and  referendum  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  SUtee, 
extending  the  right  of  its  eitisens  when  they 
so  desire  to  vote  upon  constitutional  amend- 
ments and  laws. 

_  RESOLVED,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled  (two-thirds  of 
each  House  concurring  therein).  That  the 
following  article  be  propoeed  to  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  States  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  O)nstitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  when  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  such  legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part 
of   such    (Constitution,    namely: 

''ARTICLE  — 
"Section  1.— That  upon  the  submission  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State, 
at  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  of  a 
petition  signed  by  five  hundred  thousand  bona 
fide  voters  of  the  United  States,  du^  cexw 
tified,  praying  for  a  propoeed  constitutional 
amendment  or  law,  it  shall  be  mandatorv  up« 
on  him  to  submit  such  proposed  amenmnent 
or  law  at  the  next  regular  congressional  eleo- 
tlon.  providing  such  petition  has  been  filed 
with  him  sixty  days  prior  to  such  election, 
at  which  time  he  shall  notify  the  executive 
of  each  State  to  that  effect,  and  that  upon 
the  presentation  of  a  petition  signed  by  one 
million  bona  fide  voters,  duly  certified,  he 
shall  submit  such  proposed  amendment  or 
law  at  a  special  election  to  be  called  by  tne 
executive  of  each  State  after  being  notified 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  D^artment 
of  State,  to  that  effect  for  that  express  pur- 
pose, within  sixty  days  after  the  preeenta- 
tion  of  such  petition,  and  that  if  a  majority 
of  the  people  voting  upon  such  amendment 
or  law  submitted  at  such  regular  oongre»- 
sional  or  special  election  shall  vote  in  the 
affirmative  such  proposed  amendment  or  law 
shall  become  effective  upon  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  State;  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  shall  make  such  proclama- 
tion as  soon  as  he  receives  the  certified  vote 
from  the  executive  of  the  various  States. 
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''Section  2. — That  when  such  petttion  or 
petitions  have  been  certified  by  the  eitisene 
drculatinir  them  before  some  person  legnllT 
competent  and  authorised  to  administer  oaths 
nnder  tlie  laws  of  the  rarions  States  ana 
Territories  they  shall  be  deemed  valid  by  both 
the  ezecutiTe  of  each  State  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  SUte. 

"Section  8. — That  any  frand  committed  in 
any  manner  whatsoerer,  in  circulating  the 
petitions  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  proee- 
cated  and  pnnished  under  the  laws  of  tne 
State  in  which  the  frand  has  been  committed. 

''Section  4. — That  all  amendments  and  laws 
submitted  under  this  amendment  shall  X>e 
placed  upon  a  separate  ballot  and  marked 
'Federal  amendment  or  law,'  and  such  bal- 
lots shall  be  preserved  for  the  period  of  six 
months,  and  for  a  longer  period  if  directed 
by  the  Secertary  of  State,  of  the  Department 
of  State,  after  the  general  or  special  elec- 
tion has  been  held,  so  that  in  case  uf 
alleged  fraud  such  ballots  may  be  submitted 
ia  evidence. 

""Section  5. — That  the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  carry  into  effect  by  appropr  ate 
legislation  any  constitutional  amendment 
adopted  by  the  people  in  the  manner  afore- 
said." 

Referred   to    Committee   on    Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  167— By  Luther  C.  Steward, 
William  E.  Junker,  Mart'.n  J.  Leonard.  Flor- 
ence Etheridge.  National  Federation  of  Fed- 
eral   Employes  : 

WHEREAS.  The  prohibition  of  night  worm 
for  women  in  industry  has  been  generally 
^irged  on  the  ground  that  such  work  encoor- 
«ges    immorality   among   them;   and 

WHEREAS.  One  of  the  principal  consider- 
ations stated  in  support  of  a  bill  recently 
passed  in  New  York  State  abolishing  night 
-work  fbr  women  was  that  such  work  tends 
to    render   them    immoral;   therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That,  protesting  that  all  un- 
necessary night  work  for  either  men  or  wo- 
men is  harmful  in  many  respects,  we  yet 
declare  that  any  distinction  as  to  night  work 
between  the  working  woman  and  the  wonc- 
ing  man  placed  upon  the  ground  stated  above 
is  an  unwarranted  discrimination  against 
and  reflects  upon  her  sex;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  CouncQ  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  is  dlrect- 
«d  to  make  such  public  criticism  of  tne  im- 
putations described  above  as  may  in  its 
opinion  be  best  calculated  to  discourage  tHem. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Shorter  Work 
Day. 

Resolution  No.  168 — By  Delegate  Duncan 
McDonald.  Illinois  Stote  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  present  bloody  War  has 
torn  asunder  former  relations  and  fellowship 
•of  Labor  Unions  and  kindred  Organisations: 
therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Illinois  SUte  Fed- 
•eration  of  Labor,  in  Annual  Convention 
Assembled,  fraternally  requests  all  Interna- 
tional Unions  and  kindred  Organizations  to 
•call  an  International  Congress  of  Labor  im- 
mediate after  conclusion  of  peace,  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  and  advising  each  other 
with   a    view   to      Organising     Labor    of   the 


Entire  Woxid  on  an  latenational  Basis:  te- 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  reso- 
lutions be  sent  to  the  Labor  Press  and  to  al^ 
National  and  International  Labor  Unions. 

Secretary  Van  Horn  :  Your  committee  ree> 
ommends  non-concurrence,  but  advises  that 
this  resolution  be  taken  to  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Referred   to    Committee  on    Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  169 — By  Delegates  John 
Moore,  Ohio  Federation  of  Labor;  Max  S. 
Hayes,  International  Typographical  Union; 
John  A.  Lacej.  Norfolk,  Ya.,  Central  Labor 
Union;  J.  W.  Wortbey.  Salisbury.  N.  O., 
Federal  Union  No.  16895;  Oscar  Williams. 
Freight  Handlers'  Local  No.  16478;  O.  L. 
Gemary,  Memphis,  Tenn..  Local  No.  16407; 
E.  G.  GaUoway,  Tri-City  Central  Trades  * 
Labor   Council.   Granite  City.   DL 

WHEREAS.  There  is  a  bill  No.  1478  pend- 
ing before  the  Sixty-Sixth  Congress,  namely: 
To  provide  for  pid>lic  Improvements,  neeOi, 
and  employment  of  discharged  soldiers,  un- 
employed and  other  citizens  of  the  United 
SUtcs;    be    it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  this 
tenth  day  of  June.  1919.  demand  that  the 
Senators  and  RcpresentaUves  of  the  Six^- 
Sixth  Congress  now  assembled,  use  their  best 
efforts  with  the  Banking  and  Currency  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Sixty-sixth  Congress,  to  render  a  favor- 
able report  on  such  Bill  1478  and  east  their 
votes  in  the  afllrmative  upon  such  Bill  when 
submitted;  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolu- 
tion be  mailed  to  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  and  each 
Senator  and  Representative  of  the  Sixty- 
Sixth   Congrew: 

Sixty-Sixth  Congress.  1st  Session.  H.  R. 
1478.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May 
21,  1919.  Mr.  Sherwood  (by  requ^t)  intro- 
duced the  following  bill;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A   BILL 

To  provide  for  public  improvements,  needs, 
and  employment  of  discharged  soldiers,  un- 
employed, and  other  citizens  of  the  United 
SUtes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  Am- 
erica in  Congress  assembled.  That  whenever 
any  State.  Territory,  county,  township,  mun- 
icipality, or  incorporated  town  or  village 
deem  it  necessary  to  make  any  public  im- 
provement or  for  its  needs,  it  shall  deposit 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  tne 
United  States  a  non-interest  bearing  twenty- 
five  year  bond,  not  to  exceed  one-half  of 
the  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  In 
such  State,  Territory,  township,  municipality, 
or  incorporated  town  or  village,  and  such 
community  depositing  its  bond  in  accordance 
with  this  act  shall  be  required  to  return  tne 
principal  of  such  bond  in  legal  tender  Treas- 
ury notes  at  the  rate  of  4  per  centum  per 
annum  until  such  bond  is  paid  in  fun. 
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S«cUon  2.  Th»t  wliwMvw  the  tow«oinj 
MetioB  of  thta  act  ham  been  complied  with 
it  shall  be  mandatory  upon  the  Seorecaxy  of 
the  TreaetuT  of  the  United  Statee  to  have 
«nsraved  and  printed  TreMtiry  notes  in  tjw 
dominations  of  $1.  $2.  15.  $10.  $20.  $26. 
$60.  $100.  and  $600  each,  which  shaH  he  a 
faU  legal  tender  for  all  debts,  public  and 
private,  to  the  face  vaue  of  such  bond,  and 
deliver  to  such  State.  Territory,  county,  town- 
ship, municipality,  or  incorporated  town  or 
vQlase  99  per  centum  of  such  notes,  ana  r»- 
Uin  1  per  centum  for  expense  of  engraving 
and   printing   the   same. 

Section  8.  That  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  it  shaU  be  compulse^  upon  fv«T  SUte, 
Territory,  county,  township,  municipality,  or 
incorporated  town  or  viUage  to  give  «b- 
ployment  to  any  Mle  discharged  soldier,  un- 
Jnnployed.  and  other  citixens  applying  fbr 
such  work,  and  that  the  rate  be  not  l€~ Jh^ 
40  cents  per  hour  for  common  labor  •»>  »0 
cents  per  hour  for  team  and  labor,  and  that 
Sght  hour,  per  day  shall  constitute  a  days 
labor  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  170— By  Delegate  R.  B. 
Oden.  of  the  International  Association  of 
Pire   Fighters  : 

WHEREAS.  The  Fire  Fighters  of  Cincln- 
nati.  Ohio,  in  seeking  relief  have  ^BHated 
themselves  with  the  International  Associa- 
tion of  Fire  Fighters.  The  city  offlciais  ol 
Cincinnati.  Ohio,  in  order  to  discourage  this 
aflUiation  have  dismissed  the  P  re  Fighter,  of 
Cincinnati.  Ohio,  thereby  placing  in  danger 
important  property  in  that  city;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  extends  to 
the  Cincinnati  Fi"  fighter,  its  inor^  sup- 
port  of  organized  labor;  and  be  it  further 
RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa^ 
tion  of  Labor  further  assist  the  Cinciniiati 
Fire  Fighters  by  co-operating  wUh  the  In- 
ternational Association  of  Fire  Fighters  in 
placing  a  paid  organiser  in  Cincinnati.  Ohio, 
f or  tlw  rwaon  that  the  funds  of  the  Inter- 
rStio^  Association  of  Fire  Fighters  have 
l>een  practically  exhausted  in  J^nd>nK  fcj[Jl» 
locked  out  fire  fighters,  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  oflicers  of  the  Am- 
•erican  Federation  of  Labor  be  empowered  to 
render  such  further  assistance  as  in  their 
Judgment  is  deemed  necessary  to  remedy  the 
•situation  in  Cincinnati,   Ohio. 

Referred   to   Committee   on    Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  171— By  Delegates  Matthew 
Woll.  Peter  J.  Brady. 

WHEREAS.  The  war  w  »»*PP*ly^a1J*  ^ 
required  our  people  to  develop  thrift  and 
tsaving  which  to  some  degree  has  stimuUtod 
freedom  of  action  and  independence  on  the 
part   of  some   wage-earners;    and 

WHEREAS,  it  is  essential  to  stimulate 
thrift  and  saving  in  time  of  peace  as  in 
time  of  war.  and 

WHEREAS,  the  inauguration  o'^  the  na- 
tional system  of  war  savings  and  thrm 
•stamps  has  afforded  to  some  of  sinaU  wm- 
Tw  a  safe,  sound  and  guaranteed  method 
of  Government  investment  of  their  hawl- 
<eamed    savings;    therefore,    be    it 


RESOLVED.  That  this  Convention  ap- 
proves of  the  continuation  and  extcnaion 
of  the  war  savings  and  thrift  stamp  institu- 
tion as  a  necessary  peace-time  institution, 
or  the  substitution  of  a  national  savings  in- 
stitution akin  in  character  and  method,  which 
wiU  prove  helpful  to  safeguard  the  earnings 
of  the  toiling  masses   of  our  country. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  172— By  Delegates  C.  W. 
Grow.  Wm.  Schoenberg.  H.  W.  Brown.  John 
J.  Connelly,  of  the  International  Association 
of   machinists. 

WHEREAS,  The  necessity  of  a  shorter 
work  day  and  a  shorter  work  week  is  most 
essential  to  the  full  economic  life  and  wel- 
fare   of    the    workers;    and 

WHEREAS.  The  securing  of  the  shorter 
work  day  and  week  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  and  through  the  proper  co-ordination  of  all 
the  elements  of  Organized  Labor  of  this 
Country,  affiliated  with  the  A.  P.  of  L..  ana 
WHEREAS.  The  only  practical  method  of 
inaugurating  such  shorter  hours  of  toil  tn 
aU  American  industry  where  it  has  not  as 
yet  been  csUbllshed.  is  by  inaugurating  a 
campaign  under  the  direct  supervision  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  in  con- 
junction with  the  Presidents  of  all  affiliated 
National  and  International  Organiaattons, 
and 

WHEREAS,  This  campaign  should  begin  im- 
mediately following  the  adjournment  of  this 
Convention;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  is  hereby  authorised  and 
instructed  to  call  a  conference  at  an  early 
date  in  the  City  of  Chicago.  The  Delegate 
to  be  composed  of  the  Presidents  of  aU 
affiliated  National  and  International  Organ- 
izations;  and   be  it   further 

RESOLVED.  That  this  conference  is  di- 
rected to  take  up  the  shorter  work  day.  to 
consist  of  not  more  than  eight  hours  for  tne 
first  five  days  of  the  week  and  not  to  exceed 
four   hours   on   Saturday. 

RESOLVED.  That  this  conference  shall 
exert  its  full  influence  and  power  to  estan- 
lish  within  the  shortest  possible  tlrne,  the 
intents  and  purposes  as  set  forth  in  this 
Resolution. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Shorter  Work 
Day. 

Resolution  No.  178— By  Delegate  G.  W. 
Perkins  : 

WHEREAS.  Senator  Blair,  one  of  the 
earliest  men  in  political  public  life  to  man- 
ifest bis  sympathy  for  the  workers  and  to 
Incorporate  it  into  a  helpful  action  intro- 
duced and  had  passed  in  the  U.  S.  Senate 
a  resolution  authorizing  and  directing  the 
Committee  on  Labor  and  Education  to  make 
an    investigation    of    economic    and    industrial 

conditions ;  and    -      v       *i.« 

WHEREAS,  The  report  muAe  by  this 
committee  was  never  fully  published  and  the 
four  volumes  that  were  published  are  now 
out  of  print;   and 

WHEREAS.  This  report  and  the  interest- 
ing facts  set  forth  therein  make  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  history  and  industrial 
condition  at  that  time;  therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  S9th  Convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.   herewith  petition  the  U^  S. 
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Senate  to  order  a  reprint  of  th!a  report  and 
Bveh    otKer    paperi»    doonmente    and    memoir 
andnm  now  In  the  pneieeiion  of  Senate  eoe- 
todiane  or  ex-Senator  Blair. 
Referred  to  Committee  on   Education. 

BeMlntion  No.  174— By  Ddegatca  E.  J. 
Gainor,  J.  T.  Mngarin.  C.  D.  Duffy,  L.  XL 
SwartB,  National  AMoefation  of  Letter  Car- 
riers; Tboe.  F.  Flaherty,  Natioi^al  Federation 
of  Federal  Employees;  E.  J.  Byan,  H.  W. 
Striekland,  B.  E.  Plymale,  BaUway  MaU 
Association;  Luther,  C.  Steward,  National 
Federation  of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS.  Because  of  inadequate  wage 
standards  in  the  Federal  CirU  Service,  the 
efflelency  of  Governmental  institutions  is  l»e- 
ins  seriously  impaired,  with  resultant  eoon- 
emic  loss  to  the  people;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  secure  and  hoM  competent  em- 
employes  through  regular  civil  service  chan- 
nels, by  reason  of  these  low  wage  standards 
and   working  conditions;   and 

WHEREAS,  While  deploring  the  exist- 
ence  of  this  «>ndition  in  Governmental  em- 
ployment, the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
also  notes  with  approval  the  appointment  of 
Congressional  commissions  to  investigate  sal- 
aries and  working  conditions  of  Government 
employees;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  S9th  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  instructs 
the  Executive  Council  to  co-operate  with  the 
representatives  of  afflliated  organizations  of 
the  Federal  eivfl  service  employees  in  secur- 
ing the  upward  revision  of  salaries,  with 
resulting  benefits  to  the  service  and  em- 
ployes. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  State  Organi- 
sations. 


Resolution  rio.  176 — tsy  Delegate  %m.  T. 
Griffith,  El  Paso,  Texas,  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WHEREAS,  It  has  come  to  our  attention 
that  carpenter  work  and  other  craft,  em- 
ployed by  the  constructing  qnartermaster 
department  of  the  U.  S.  Army  at  Fort  Bliss. 
Texas,  or  new  quarters  for  soldiers  and 
other  work  at  that  place,  is  being  paid 
at  a  rate  below  the  scale  fixed  by  the  War 
Labor  Board  as  a  Just  and  equitable  basis 
for  Government  work  in  this  district;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  men  doing  this  work  are 
chiefiy  not  only  un-American  in  their  ways, 
and  non-union,  but  also  aliens,  owing  their 
allegiance  to  another  country,  and  have  as 
a  class  on  numerous  occasions  proven 
themselves  unfriendly  to  the  United  States; 
and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  Quartermaster  Construction  Corps  to 
transport,  free  of  charge,  these  aliens  to  and 
from  their  place  of  work  to  the  international 
bridge  between  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  Juares, 
Mexico,  in  motor  trucks  of  the  U.  S.  Army 
driven  by  U.  S.  soldiers;  and 

WHEREAS.  These  aliens  living  for  the 
most  part  in  Juares  and  Agua  Prieta,  Mex- 
ico, do  not  spend  their  salaries  earned  in 
America  and  on  American  work  in  this 
country,  but  on  the  other  hand  spend  the 
same   in    Mexico   with    Mexican   merchants; 


,  WHEREAS,  These  aliens  are  employed  ob- 
viously in  preference  to  discharged  Amari- 
can  soldiers;  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we.  first,  as  American 
citlaens  who  have  at  all  times  upheld  our 
Government  in  its  course  and  have  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  its  policies  even 
wh«i  such  action  sometimes  caused  self- 
denial  and  hardship;  and  second,  as  men  of 
labor  who  believe  in  a  just  and  equitable 
arrangement  of  all  labor  to  Americakis, 
and  who  have  accepted  and  do  abide  by 
^e  fixed  scale  of  wmgm  as  adopted  by  the 
War  Labor  Board,  do  most  earnestly  pro- 
test against  such  procedure;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED.  That  we  do  urge  the  neces- 
sity of  employing'  red-blooded  American 
citizens,  and  the  Justice  of  giving  this 
york  to  men  who  are  citisens  of  the  United 
Sui^Vu^**.**'/  every  interest  is  identical 
with  the  interests  of  America,  and  that 
their  salaries  be  in  accordance  with  the 
accepted  scale,  and  especially  do  we  urge 
the  employment  of  discharged  American 
soldiers,  many  of  whom  have  given  evidence 
or  their  true  Americanism  in  a  furnace  that 
f^Zm  ^fl^o^^  M  men,  where  the  dawn- 
lit  hills  of  Prance  were  red  with  the  flaming 
**^«^rSSfc  ^'  ^«  **  further  ^ 

RBSOLVEl?,  That  we  condemn  this  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  Construction  Quarter- 
master dorps  of  the  United  States  Army  in 
this  city  as  unwise,  un-American  and  un- 
just, and  we  earnestly  protest  that  its 
continuance  will  work  a  most  serious  detri- 
"•«i^,^£.'*<^*"f  labor;  be  it  further 

PSOLVBD  That  the  El  Paso  Central 
*lSF  S°l?'*   hereby    instructs    its    delegate 

FJ?«f^'**''7'^^^«?***^»  <>'  ^^  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  request  that  body 
to  go  on  record  as  protesting  •  the  action 
STii  "•m*^®"**™«*>«  quartermaster  at  Port 
?±VJ[2?"'  »»<»»**«  other  places  wheJe 
construction  work  is  now.  or  may  in  tho 
future  be  done  by  the  United  Stetes  Gov- 
-ejjsment  against  the  practice  of  employing 

th«  Ti«?Ji/°JLr*'^  ^r  *^  Government  of 
the  United  States  under  any  conditions. 

Referred     to     Committee     on     Executive^ 

Councirs  Rap^rft       - ^— ' 

Resolution  No.  176— By  Delegates  Luther 
C.  Steward.  WiUiam  E.  Junker.  Martin  J. 
Leonard,  Florence  Btheridge,  National  Fed- 
eration  of    Federal    Employes. 

WHEREAS,  United  States  Immigration 
and  Customs  inspectors  along  the  Canadian 
border  are  required  to  work  from  12  to  14 
"OUTS  a  day  for  7   days   in  the  week;  and* 

WHEREAS.  These  employes  are  grossly 
underpaid,  the  immigrant  inspectors  re- 
ceiving an  average  of  $4.00  and  customs 
inspectors  $8.50  per  day;  be  It  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  de- 
mand that  these  overworked  and  underpaid' 
workers  have  their  compensation  increased^ 
and  their  hours  of  labor  shortened  to  not 
more  than  8  hours  per  day  and  one  day 
of  rest  in  seven;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Couneib 
be  directed  to  co-operate  with  the  National 
Federation  of  Federal  Employes  in  securing 
necessary  legislation  from  Congress  in  pro- 
^^S^/aa"  8-hour  day  and  a  minimum  wage- 
of  $5.00  per  diem  for  these  employes. 

Referred  to  the  Comndttee  on  Resolutions^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  \ 
■  / 


AMBKIOAN    nBDSBATION    OF   LABOR 


243 


BesolQtion  No.  177— By  Delegmte  *  Urban 
Fleming,   Internatioiuil   8pSnn«ra'   Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  Convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  at  Buffalo  and  St. 
Paul  adopted  resolutions,  etc.,  proposing 
an  amalgamation  of  textile  unions,  with 
the  hope  and  purpose  of  bringing  all  the 
national  and  local  textile  unions  into  one 
harmonious   organisation;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  appears  to  be  no  pos- 
sibilitx  of  bringing  about  such  a  result  upon 
the  basis  proposed  by  the  representatlvee  of 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America, 
or  of  the  Committee  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
because  of  their  failure  to  Uke  into  con- 
sideraUon  aU  the  factors  entering  into  such 
a  proposition  as  the  entire  and  unified  amal- 
garmation  of  aU  existing  organisations;  and 
WHEREAS.  There  are  now  outside  the 
fold  of  the  United  TextUe^  WOTkers  such 
national  organisations  as  ihm  YfoolBorUn 
and  Graders.  Loomflxers,  .Weavers.  Full- 
fkshioned  Hosiery  Workers,  Lace  Opera- 
tives. Carders,  Spinners  and  Slasher  Tend- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS,  The  membership  of  these  or- 
ganisations is  about  40,000,  and  who  under 
present  conditions  refuse  to  sacrifice  their 
national  entities  and  affiliate  with  the  U. 
T.  W.  as  local  unions;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  some  900,000  un- 
organised textUe  workers  in  this  country 
that  should  be  organised  but  whom  it  is 
impossible  to  bring  into  the  organised  labor 
movement  as  at  present  proposed  by  the 
U.   T.    W.;  therefore,  be    it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  ap- 
prove the  real  amalgamation  of  the  above- 
mentioned  national  unions,  and  the  organis- 
ing of  the  unorganised;  and,  be  it  further 
RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  within  sixty  (60)  days 
after  the  adjournment  of  this  convention, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible,  shall  call 
for  a  convention  of  representatives  of  these 
various  organisations  with  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  their  assent  to  amalgamation 
into  an  international  federation  of  textile 
workers,  providing  for  the  craft  autonomy 
of  each,  their  craft  affiliation  with  the  A.  F. 
of  L.,  and  their  harmonious  and  successful 
prosecution  of  an  organising  campaign;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  conduslons  reached 
by  this  convention  shall  be  reported  back 
to  the  next  convention  of  each  ori^nixation 
represented  and  that  the  representative  or 
representatives  of  said  organisations  shall 
urge  its  acceptance  by  their  conventions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 


A 


Resolution  No.  178 — By  Delegates  M. 
Snellings,  H.  M.  Oomerford,  A.  Peterson, 
and  E.  L.  Edgerton,  International  Unbn 
of  Steam  and  Operating  Engineers. 

WHEREAS.  At  the  St.  Paul  convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  the 
oil  well  workers  presented  an  application 
for  a  charter  which  was  protested  against 
by   several   international   organisations;   and 

WHEREAS,  After  numerous  conferences 
between  representatives  of  the  protesting 
organisations  and  the  oil  weU  workers,  the 
oil  well  workers   presented  a  signed  agree- 


ment agreeing  to  take  no  person  into  their 
organisation  coming  under  the  Jurisdiction 
of  any  organisation  now  chartered  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  whereupon 
the  protesto  were  withdrawn;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  oil  weU  workers  are  now 
taking  in  and  claiming  Jurisdiction  over  en- 
gineers; therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  instruct 
the  oil  well  workers  to  cease  taking  in  these 
engineers  and  transfer  those  already  taken 
in  into  the  International  Union  of  Steam 
and  Operating  Engineers;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  in  the  event  of  their 
refusal  to  comply  and  cease  their  encroach- 
mento  on  the  Jurisdictional  righta  of  other 
international  unions,  the  Executive  Council 
stand  instructed  te  suspend  their  charter 
until  such  time  as  they  do  comply  with  the 
order  of  this  convention  and  agree  to  live 
up  to  their  signed  agreement  with  the 
international  unions. 

Referred     to     Committee     on     E<xecutive/ 
Council's   Report.  y^ 

Resolution  No.  179 — ^By  Delegates  Luther 
C.  Stewart,  William  E.  Junker.  Martin  J. 
Leonard,  Florence  Etheridge.  National  Fed- 
eration of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS.  The  practice  has  grown  up 
during  the  war  of  using  men  and  women 
enlisted  in  the  military  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States  in  civUian  positloBs; 
and 

WHEREAS.  This  practice  is  being  con- 
tinued now  tnat  the  war  emergency  is  over, 
with  the  result  of  introducing  military  stand- 
ards Into  emplojrment  purely  civilian  in  char- 
acter; therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  that  tem- 
porary expedients  of  this  nature  necessary  m 
time  of  war  become  a  menace  to  shop- 
standards  if  continued  in  time  of  peace  and 
that  the  civilian  employment  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  men  and  women  enlisted  in  tne 
military  service  be  discontinued  upon  the 
e'gning  of  the  Peace  Treaty. 

Referred   to   Committee  on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  180 — By  Delegates  A.  O. 
Wharton,  International  Association  of  Mach- 
inists; James  P.  Noonan,  International  Broth- 
erhood of  Electrical  Workers;  John  J. 
Hynes,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers' 
International  Alliance;  J.  W.  Kline,  Inters 
national  Blacksmiths'  and  Helpers';  Louis 
Weyand,  International  Brotherhood  of  Boiler 
Makers;  S.  E.  Heberling,  Switehmen's  Union; 
Martin  F.  Ryan,  A.  E.  Barker,  Uhited  Broth- 
erhood Maintenance  of  Way  and  Railroad 
Shep  Laborers;  J.  J.  Forrestef,  Brotherhood 
of  Railway  Clerks;  E.  J.  Manion. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  now  pending  before 
the  American  people  and  their  representa- 
tives in  Congress  tlie  political  solution  of  the 
railway  problem;  and 

WHEREAS.  Every  human  and  industrial 
activity,  the  life  of  every  community,  and 
the  happiness  and  the  prosperity  of  every 
citisen  are  dependent  upon  the  solution  of 
this   problem,   and 
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WHEREAS,  It  is  demanded  by  the  privMe 
owners  of  ttiese  properties  as  the  condi- 
tion on  which  they  wiU  resume  the  control 
and  operation  thereof,  that  the  people  of 
America  goarantee  them  privileges  which 
they  have  not  heretofore  enjoyed,  to  wtt» 
the  right  to  earn  a  guaranteed  return  on 
the  property  investment  account  of  the  rail- 
way companies;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  a  guarantee  would  make 
valid  as  a  direct  obligation  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  all  iictitiouB  securities, 
stocks,  dividends  and  discounted  bonds,  issued 
by  the  railroads  without  consideration  and 
representing  no  service  to  the  American 
people;  and 

WHEREAS.  In  order  to  make  good  such 
guarantee,  rates  must  be  raised  far  in  ex- 
cess of  the  level  now  fixed,  or,  in  default 
of  such  increase  in  rates,  wages  must  oe 
reduced  fkr  below  the  level  now  fixed,  or 
both;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  presented  to 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Interstate  Com- 
merce, and  will  shortly  be  introduced  m 
Congress  the  plan  for  a  reorganisation  or 
this  Industry  originating  with  the  railway 
employes;  and 

WHEREAS,  Labor's  plan  so  presented  pro- 
vides for  inunediate  public  ownership  of 
these  properties,  the  protection  of  every  hon- 
est dollar  actually  invested,  and  the  assux^ 
ance  of  an  adequate  return  on  such  invest- 
ment without  any  increase  in  rates;  and 
WHBREAI^,  Labor's  plan  provides  for  Joint 
control  of  the  industry  through  a  Board  or 
Directors  representing  equally  the  wage- 
earner,  management,  and  the  public;  and 

WHEREAS,  Said  plan  guarantees  to  the 
public  the  protection  of  its  interests  in 
procuring  ultimately  service  at  cost,  and  at 
the  same  time  secure  to  the  wage  earner  a 
fair  share  of  the  profits  produced  by  bis 
skill,  efficiency   and  economy;  and 

WHEREAS.  Labor's  plan .  provides  for  the 
full  protection  of  all  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges of  the  wage  earners  as  a  class  with- 
out invading  the  rights  of  any  other  classes 
of  society,  and  at  the  same  time  throws  wide 
the  golden  gate  of  opportunity  for  the  full 
development  of  the  powers  of  Initiative,  in- 
herent to  every  individual;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED  by  this  Thirty-ninth  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
that  we  hereby  approve,  endorse  and  adopt 
the  plan  for  the  re-organization  of  the  rail- 
way industry,  presented  to  the  Senate  com- 
mittee on  Interstate  Commerce  on  benalf  of 
the  Railroad  Employes  represented  by  the 
following  organizations  :  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Machinists,  Brotherhood  or  Loco- 
motive Engineers,  Brotherhood  Railway  Car- 
men of  America.  International  Brotherhooa 
Blacksmiths  and  Helpers.  International 
Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers,  Brother- 
hood Railroad  Trainmen,  Switchmen's  Union 
of  North  America,  Brotherhood  Railway 
Clerks,  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers 
and  Firemen.  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  Inter- 
national Alliance,  Order  Ra'lroad  Conductors, 
Order  Railroad  Telegraphers,  United  Broth- 
erhood Maintenance  of  Way  and  Railroad 
Shop  Laborers,  International  Brotnerbootf 
Boilermakers,  Iron  Shipbuilders  and  Helpers 
of  America,  by  A.  B.  Garretson,  Grand  Chief 


of  the  Order  Railroad  Oondoetors  and  CHcbb 
B.  Phunb,  their  counsel;  and,  be  it  farthar 

RESOLVED,  That  we  hereby  pledge  our^ 
selves  to  use  every  legitimate  endeavor  to 
promote  the  enactment  of  this  plan  into  law. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  181— By  J.  W.  Hays,  of 
the    International    Typographical    Union. 

Amend  present  laws  so  as  to  change  the 
salary  of  the  treasurer  from  $600.00  t» 
$1600.00.  same  to  become  effective  July  x« 
1919. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  182— By  Delegate  Dtmcan 
McDonald,  of  the  Illlnois  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  It  has  oome  to  the  time  that 
we  think  that  there  should  be  something  dona 
to  check  the  outrageous  grafters  and  profit- 
eers that  are  existing,  where  the  laborers  get 
a  twenty  per  cent,  increase  on  wages  we 
have  to  pay  from  fifty  per  cent,  to  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  per  cent,  increase  for  our 
necessaries  of  life;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  an  organised  body  of  un- 
ion people,  we  can  and  should  hdp  our 
Government  stop  all  that  is  an  enemy  to  us 
and  our  country.  Our  country  is  at  war  and 
has  called  every  man,  woman  and  child  to 
do  their  bit,  and  we  must  answer  the  call; 
everyone  must  be  patriotic  and  do  all  we  can 
to  whip  our  enemy,  and  to  crush  Prussian 
militarism  out  of  existence,  and  establish 
democracy;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  have  enemies  here,  as 
well  as  "over  there,"  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
enact  laws  to  force  those  grafters  and  pro- 
fiteers  to  be  law-abiding  eiticens;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  ask  that  the  Leg- 
islative  Committee  draw  up  a  form 
and  introduce  it  to  Congress  as  a  bUl,  to 
govern  all  prices  and  profits,  throughout  the 
country,  or  as  fiu*  as  possible.  First,  that 
all  shoes,  clothes  and  factory  made  garments, 
all  canned  goaito,  packages,  bundles,  boxes  and 
crates,  and  all  articles  that  are  put  up  at 
factories  or  shops,  shall  bear  fsictory  and 
shop  prices;  second,  that  all  dealers,  before 
it  reaches  the  consumer,  shall  have  a  license 
to  handle  same,  and  that  there  be  a  profit  set 
for  the  wholesaler  and  retaUer,  and  that  the 
wholesaler  shall  be  forced  to  sell  to  the  con- 
sumer the  same  as  to  the  retailer,  and  that 
to  violate  these  orders,  the  same  shall  hava 
his  license  revoked  with  fine  and  Imprison- 
ment. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  188 — By  Delegates  Matthew 
WoU  and  Peter  J.  Brady. 

WHEREAS,  The  national  war  Indebtedness 
of  our  country  is  of  a  magnitude  requiring- 
the  raising  annually  of  large  sums  of  money 
in  taxes;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  tendency  is  to  constantly 
increase  the  number  and  scope  of  Govern- 
mental activities  entailing  increasing  ex- 
penditures of  public  moneys;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  liquidation  of  the  national 
indebtedness  of  a  problem  which  vitally 
affects  the  life  and  welfare  not  alone  of 
this  generation,  but  of  generations  yet  un-^ 
bom:  and 
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WHEREAS,  It  is  Msentiml  that  the  flnan- 
ciml  system!  of  onr  national  Governxnent  is 
placed  on  a  sonnd  basis  and  that  its  obli- 
gations of  operation  shall  be  regulated  and 
controlled  by  sonnd  principles;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  requires 
its  approval  of  the  principle  of  a  Federal 
budget  system  to  efficiently  administer  the 
financial  affairs  of  our  Government,  and  that 
the  incoming  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  authorised 
and  directed  to  investigate  the  Federal 
budget  systems  proposed  and  to  approve 
and  support  that  budget  system,  which  in 
its  judgment,  is  best  designed  and  devised 
to  safeguard  the  interests  of  the  workers 
and  all  our  people,  and  calculated  to  mini- 
mise our  naUonal  expenditures  without  in- 
terfering or  retarding  the  legitimate  and 
helpful  activities  of  our  national  Govern- 
ment. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  184 — ^By  Delegates  Luther 
C.  Steward,  William  E.  Junker.  Martin  J. 
Leonard,  Florence  Etheridge.  National 
Federation  of   Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS.  Under  the  present  system  of 
conducting  the  Federal  Service  thousands 
of  low-paid  employes  are  outside  the  classi- 
fication laws  and  are  oonsequently  subject 
to  dismissal  upon  any  change  of  administra- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS.  This  system  is  equally  un- 
just to  the  supervisox^  officers  of  the 
United  States  service  in  that  most  positions 
which  are  executive  in  character,  yet  sub- 
ordinate in  rank,  such  as  assistant  secre- 
taries of  departments  and  assistant  bureau 
heads,  are  outside  the  classified  service,  and 
for  that  reason  political  in  character,  so 
/that  individuals  occupying  them  are  in- 
variably required  to  resign  with  every 
change  of  administration,  to  the  detriment 
of  departmental  work  and  the  discourage- 
ment of  capable  executives  from  undertak- 
ing the  Government  service  as  a  career; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  civil  service  should 
be  so  extenOed  as  to  guarantee  to  all  offi- 
cials and  employes  of  a  rank  k>wer  than 
cabinet  officers,  permanent  tenure  during 
efficient  service;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Chairman  of  the  Reclassification 
Commission. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Reeohxtion  No.  186 — By  Delegates  Mat- 
thew Woll,  Peter  J.  Brady,  International 
Photo  Engravers'  Union;  Marsden  G.  Scott, 
T.  W.  McCuUough,  William  Toung,  John 
W.  EUiys,  International  Typographical  Union; 
George  L.  Berry,  International  Printing 
Pressmen  and  Assistants'  Union;  Charles 
Sumner,  International  Stereotypers  and 
Electrotypers'  Union;  Walter  M.  Reddick, 
International  Brotherhood  of  Bookbinders. 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Postal  Serv- 
ice  was  created  and  designed  to  perform  a 
great  public  service  and  promote  the  public 
good    and    was    not    intended    as    a    money- 


makfaig  institution  or  profit-making  venture; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  mad  administration 
of  Postmaster  General  Burleson,  these 
original  and  helpful  purposes  of  our  postal 
service  have  been  perverted  by  a  mad  desire 
to  subordinate  public  service,  humane  treat- 
ment of  employes,  and  a  just,  ftiir  and  in- 
discriminatory  charge  for  the  delivery  of 
second-class  mail  to  the  realisation  of  a 
profit-showing  ledger  sheet;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  demoralised  condition  ex- 
ists in  our  postal  service  under  which 
efficient  operation  and  high  degree  of  serv- 
ice to  the  public  are  well  nigh  impossible; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  treatment  accorded  em- 
ployes of  the  service  is  archaic  and  despotic, 
unswervingly  imperialistic  and  Prussianistie, 
and  in  complete  opposition  to  the  ideals, 
hopes  and  aspirations  represented  by  Amer- 
ica; and 

WHEREAS,  The  postal  sons  system  of 
rates  on  second-class  mail  is  unjust  and  un- 
American  and  is  but  a  contemptuous  over^ 
throw  of  the  sonnd  postal  principles  estab- 
lished by  President  Lincoln  that  the  postal 
service  is  an  educational  and  social  function 
of  vast  benefit  to  our  entire  nation;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  of  the 
Anxerican  Federation  of  Labor  again  ex- 
presses its  disapproval  of  the  sone-rate 
method  of  charging  for  the  delivery  of 
second-class  mail  and  it  petitions  Congress 
to  annul  this  obnoxious  legislation  enacted 
under  pretense  of  a  war  revenue  measure 
and  that  it  request  a  thorough  investigation 
of  the  entire  postal  service  and  postal  rates, 
and  that  pending  such  investigation  that 
all  former  rates  be  re-established;  therefore, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  petition 
the  President  of  these  United  States  in  the 
interests  of  the  many  thousands  of  public 
employes  and  in  the  interest  of  the  publie 
dependent  on  an  efficient  postal  service  to 
select  as  a  new  postmaster  general  a  man 
sympathetic  to  the  original  intent  and  pur- 
poses of  this  great  service  and  one  who  is 
in  harmony  with  the  newer  concepts  of  the 
rights  of  labor  and  the  rights  of  a  free 
people  so  eloquently  expressed  by  thV  Presi- 
dent on  so  many  occasions. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  186 — By  Delegate  Duncan 
McDonald,  of  the  Illinois  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Substitute  for  Resolution  No.  48,  sub- 
mit^ by  Delegates  and  Members  of  Fed- 
eral Union  No.  15984,  Streator,  Illinois: 

WHEREAS,  Members  of  Federal  Labor 
Union  No.  15084,  located  at  Streator,  111., 
are  engaged  in  the  industry  of  manufkctur^ 
ing  wire  glass;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  above-named  union  has 
a  wage  agreement  with  The  Western  Glass 
Company,  of  Streator,  HL,  who  are  com- 
pelled to  place  their  product  in  the  open 
market  in  competition  with  concerns  in  the 
same  industry,  whose  workers  are  compelled 
to  work  under  deplorable  conditions,  longer 
J,**';"'  *f"<*  '••■  l>»y  **>»»  Federal  Labor 
Union  No.  16984  is  now  receiving  for  the 
same  class  of  work:  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegate  from  this 
body  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  hp  in- 
structed to  introduce  resolution  whereby 
action  may  be  taken  to  organise  the  work- 
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•n  in  thU  Murtieular  indnstnr,  so  all  eon- 
cems  may  be  placed  upon  an  aqnal  basis 
of  eompetiiion. 

Ref«n«d  to  Committoo  on  Organisation. 

RMohition  No.  187— Delesate  Harry  W. 
Fox,  Wyoming  Fedoration  of  Labor. 

Be  it  resoWed  by  the  American  Federa^ 
tion  of  Labor  in  Thirty-niiith  Annual  Con- 
vention assembled  that  we  recognise  the 
valiant  services  to  the  labor  movement  by 
the  various  local  and  state  central  bodies; 
that  we  deem  their  continued  existence  and 
operation  as  important  to  the  welfare  of  the 
anion  movement;  that  we  deprecate  the 
indifference  and  antagonism  on  the  part 
of  local  unions  that  withhold  their  affilia- 
tion from  such  central  bodies  chartered  by 
this  Federation;  a  spirit  that  is  alike  de- 
structive of  our  movement  and  its  useful- 
ness and  again  urge  national  and  interna- 
tional unions  to  instruct  their  subordinate 
locals  to  effect  an  affiliation  with  their 
respective  local  and  state  centtal  bodies 
where  such  exist  and  operate  under  a  char^ 
ter  from  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  convention 
that  where  central  bodies  or  departments 
have  been  chartered  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
eligible  organisations  to  affiliate  themselves 
with  these  to  the  end  that  the  best  interesU 
of  the  union  movement  be  conserved. 

Referred    to   Committee  on    State   Bodies. 

Resolution  No.  188 — By  Delegates  Bdgar 
S.  Hurley,  Alameda,  Cal.,  Central  Labor 
Council;  C.  F.  Grow,  International  Associa- 
tion of  Machinists;  WilUam  Schoenberg, 
Machinista;  H.  W.  Browit  International 
Association  of  Machinists;  Julius  Deutel- 
baum,  Detroit  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  Thirty-eighth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  at  St.  Paul  reiterated  its  sentiment 
in  favor  of  new  trials  for  Thomas  J.  Mooney 
and  Warren  K.  Billings,  and  instructed  the 
executive  officers  to  forward  our  request  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  to 
the  Governor  of  California;  and 

WHEREAS.  Since  our  last  convention  the 
Governor  of  Cidifornia  has  commuted  Mooney's 
death  sentence  to  life  imprisonment,  an  act 
which  in  itself  is  strong  evidence  that 
Mooney  has  been  a  victim  of  perjury  as 
claimed  by  the  defense;  and 

WHEREASk  The  demand  for  a  new  trial 
has  found  supporters  in  the  trial  Judge,  the 
attorney  general  of  California,  the  Presi- 
dent's Federal  Mediation  Commission,  the 
Secretary  of  Labor,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  millions  of  workers 
throughout  the  country,  but  still  new  trials 
are  denied  the  defence;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion are  firmly  convinced  that  a  great  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  Thomas  J.  Mooney 
and  Warren  K.  Billings;  now  therefore,  be  it' 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  author- 
ize and  direct  the  incoming  E<xecutive  Coun- 
cil to  appoint  a  special  committee  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  proceed  to  Washington 
D.  C,  after  the  adjournment  of  this  con- 
vention and  lay  the  entire  Mooney  case 
before  the  Federal  authorities  with  the  re- 
quest that  they  find  some  legal  way  either 


by  Federal  intervention  or  otherwise  to 
light  this  wrong;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  CouneU 
be  instructed  and  empowered  to  request  the 
international  unions  affiliated  with  this  Fed- 
eration to  submit  to  their  membership  a 
referendum  vote  for  a  24-hour  general  pro- 
test strike  immediately  after  Labor  Day  in 
the  event  that  Thomas  J.  Mooney  and 
Warren  K.  Billings  shall  be  definitely  de- 
nied a  new  and  fair  trial. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  189 — ^By  Delegate  James 
A.  Duncan.  By  instructions  of  thf  Seattle 
Central  Labor  CounciL 

WHEREAS,   The   workers    of   Russia    are 
.  endeavoring    to    establish    in    their    country 
a  government  of.  by,  and  for  the  workers; 
and 

WHEREAS,  We  find  the  capitalists  of  the 
whole  world  seeking  te  annul  thfir  efforts 
by  every  conceivable,  underhanded  method 
known  to  them,  such  as  starving  the  people 
of  Russia  to  a  blockade,  intervention  by 
Japanesf,  our  allies,  and  U.  S.  troops  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  and  assisting 
financially  the  counter-revolutionists  of  the 
old  Csar  regime;  all  of  which  methods  are 
out  of  harmony  with  Justice,  progress,  civil- 
isation and  democracy;  and 

WHEREAS.  We  believe  the  workers  of 
America  have  the  power  to  prevent  the 
capitalists  of  the  United  States  from  carry- 
ing out  their  part  in  the  plan  for  the  de- 
struction of  thf  new  workingmen's  govern- 
ment of  Russia;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we.  the  Steam  and  Ma- 
rine Fitters.  Local  Union  No.  478.  of  Seattle. 
Wash.,  urge  the  Seattle  Central  Labor  Coun- 
cil and  the  Washington  State  Federation  of 
Labor  to  call  upon  Congress  to  immediately 
order  the  withdrawal  of  United  SUtes  troops 
from  Russia  and  give  recognition  to  the 
Soviet  government  of  Russia;  and.  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  above-named  labor 
bodies  be  requested  to  Join  in  calling  upon 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  at  iU  June.  1919.  convention 
to  request  all  internationals  affiliated  to 
immediately  prepare  and  send  out  ballots 
to  all  local  unions  to  ascertain  the  sentiment 
of  the  membership  upon  the  question  of 
recognition  by  the  United  SUtes  Govern- 
ment of  the  Russian  Soviet  government; 
such  ballot  to  contain  nothing  pertaining 
to  the  subject  except  the  plain  question — 

"Are  you  in  fkvor  of  the  United  States 
Government  giving  recognition  to  the  Rus- 
sian Soviet  government?" 

With  the  usual  provision  for  noting  the 
expression,    the    result    of    such    referendum 
.  to  serve  as   a  guide  to  the  conduct  of  all 
labor    officials    and    unionists    generally    re- 
garding this  question. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STEAM   A  MARINE  FITTERS  LOCAL 
UNION.  NO.  478. 

JOHN  YOUNG.  President. 
H.    E.   REES.   Secretary. 
(Seal.) 

Adopted  by  the  Central  Labor  Council 
of  Seattle  and  vicinity  at  its  regular  meet- 
ing.  May   28,    1919. 

Referred  to   Committee  on   Resolutions. 
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BMolvtion  No.  190 — B7  D€leirat«  Harry 
W.  Fox.  of  th«  Wyoming  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS,  Secretary  of  Labor  WilUam 
B.  WUaon  caueed  to  be  created  a»  a  war 
nMseesity,  certain  bnreane  or  serrices  in  the 
Department  of  Labor,  that  have  been  fonnd 
jn  peace  time  as  well  as  in  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Appropriation  Committee 
of  the  last  Congress  niled  to  recommend  an 
appropriation  to  carry  on  the  work  in  an 
effective  manner,  of  certain  of  these  serv- 
ices :  to-wit.  the  woman  in  Industry  Service, 
and  the  Working  Conditions  Service,  and  so 
limited  the  appropriaUon  for  the  Employ- 
ment Office  Service  that  this  was  first  seri- 
oosly  crippled  and  threatens  to  suspend 
operation;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  our  opinion  the  continued 
opexntion  and  conduct  of  these  various  serv- 
ices are  essential  to  the  best  interests  of 
th«  industrial  population  of  this  country; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention 
assembled,  that  we  heartily  endorse  these 
various  services  and  the  splendid  work  per- 
formed by  the  Federal  Department  of  Labor 
and  demand  that  the  present  session  of 
Congress  enact  such  legislation  as  will  make 
these  a  permanent  part  of  the  Labor  De- 
partment and  pass  the  necessary  appropria- 
tions  for   their  maintenance. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report. 

Rcaolntion  No.  191— By  Delegates  Edward 
J.  Gainor.  National  Association  of  Letter 
Carriers;  Thomas  F.  Flaherty.  National  Fed- 
eration of  Postal  Employes;  Edward  J.  Ryan, 
RaOway   Mail  Assoeiation. 

WHEREAS,  President  Wilson  in  his  mes- 
sage to  Congress  made  this  declaration:  "The 
question  which  stands  at  the  front  of  all 
others,  in  every  country  amidst  the  present 
great  awakening  is  the  question  of  labor.  The 
object  of  all  reform  in  this  essential  matter 
must  be  the  genuine  democratisation  of  in- 
dustry, based  upon  a  full  recognition  of  those 
who  work,  in  whatever  rank,  to  participate 
in  some  organic  way  in  every  decision  whicn 
directly  affects  their  welfare  or  the  part  they 
play  in  industry;"  and 

WHEREAS,  Postmaster  General  Burleson 
has  pursued  a  labor  policy  in  direct  conflict 
with  this  enunciation  of  principles,  and  In 
answer  to  President  Gompers,  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  has  characterised 
as  "silly"  the  right  of  collective  bargaining. 

WHEREAS,  Mr.  Burleson  has  ruthlessly 
invaded  the  rights  of  the  employes  and  has 
interferred  in  defiance  of  law  with  the  pro- 
per functioning  of  their  organisations;  and 
has  not  only  refused  to  recognise  the  accred- 
ited representatives,  but  has  also  sought  to 
have  repealed  the  employes'  constitutional 
right  of  direct  petition  to  Congrew, 

WHEREAS,  This  labor  policy— a  policy 
ftwtened  upon  every  governmental  agency  un- 
der Burleson's  supervision — ^Is  in  utter  defi- 
ance of  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  in  com- 
plete opposition  to  the  expressed  words  of 
President  Wilson;  and 

WHEREAS,  Burleson's  archaic  and  auto- 
cratic attitude  has  resulted  in  a  demoralised 


service,  discontented  and  resentfkd  employes, 
confused  and  choked  industrial  proeesses,  and 
a  people  wrathful  and  indignant  at  a  k>ng 
series  of  administrative  blunders;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled.  speaKn 
ing  directly  for  four  miUion  organised  wage- 
earners  and  firm  In  the  bdief  that  this  reflects 
the  sentiments  of  the  vast  majority  of  tne 
American  people,  request  President  Wilson  to 
remove  Postmaster  General  Burleson  from 
ofllce. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resohition  No.  192— By  Delegate  Patrick  J. 
CahiUanne,  of  the  City  Employes  Local.  No. 
16,961. 

WHEREAS,  Pclitieal  democracy  is  essen- 
tial to  human  progress  and  the  eiviliaed  na^ 
tions  of  the  world,  have  Just  concluded 
the  most  terrific  struggle  in  all  history  In 
order  that  democracy  might  become  univtvsal; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Those  nations  after  having 
beaten  the  armed  hordes  of  autocracy  are 
to  form  a  League  of  Nations  which  is  to  be 
founded  on  the  basis  of  allowing  each  of 
the  peoples  of  the  world  the  right  of  self  de- 
termination and  to  guarantee  to  those  smaller 
nations  immunity  from  attack  at  the  hantt 
of  any  other  nation;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  can  never  be  real  de- 
mocracy so  long  as  one  group  of  people  are 
held  mider  the  control  of  another  nation 
against  their  will  and  so  long  as  this  con- 
dition obtains  with  regard  to  one  of  our 
aOies  without  protest  from  us.  our  declara- 
tions for  democracy  are  a  snare  and  ddu- 
sion;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Oonvention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  that  we  renew  our  declarations  that 
all  people  shall  be  free  to  determine  for 
themselves  the  government  under  which  they 
shall  exist;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  place  oursdves  on 
record  as  fkvoring  self-determination  for  Ire- 
land and  urge  to  this  end  that  Great  Britain 
renounce  her  control  over  these  subject  peo- 
ple and  allow  them  to  work  out  their  own 
destinies;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  pledge  our  unfal- 
tering support  to  the  Irish  people  in  their 
struggle  for  freedom  from  the  control  of 
Great   Britan. 

Referred   to   Committee   on    Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  199 — By  Harry  W.  Fox, 
Wvnming    Fgdiiration    nf    J^^^ 

WHEREAS,  Certain  employing  interests 
have  resorted  to  the  importation  of  Mexican 
laborers  in  an  effort  to  beat  down  wage 
stsndsrds  in  sugar  beet  raising  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  laborers  are  being  en- 
couraged to  accept  employment  in  diiiereni 
lines  of  effort,  to  the  detriment  of  labor 
standards  and  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
breaking  down  these  certain  established 
wages  that  have  obtained  as  a  result  of  the 
war;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  practice  is  detrimental  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  nation  and  can  only 
result  in  hardship  to  American  workers  m 
this  and  other  callings;  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  By  the  Ameriean  Federfttion 
of  Labor  in  Thixtgr-nintiL  Annual .  CanwmtMm 
aascmbled.  that  we  condemn  this  praetiee  and 
nrse  upon  the  immigration  ofBeiab  that  the 
cloteit  watch  be  maintained  over  the  srant- 
ins  of  permits  for  the  importation  of  alien 
laborers  to  the  end  that  the  interests  of 
American  laborers  be  safesnarded. 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  Execotive  Conn- 
eil's  Beport. 

Besolution  No.  194 — By  Delegates  A.  B. 
Linn,  George  Bechtold,  International  Brother- 
hood  of   Foundry   Employes. 

WHEBEAS,  Splendid  results  have  been  at- 
tained during  ttM  past  year  by  general  and 
local  organisers  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  organizing  and  instituting  fed- 
eral  trades  and  labor  unions,  and  notwith- 
standing these  splendid  results,  considerable 
difficulty  has  been  encountered  by  some  of 
the  internationals,  due  to  the  existing  rate 
of  initiation  fee  and  dues,  now  provided  for 
these  federal  trade  and  labor  unions,  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor;   therefore,   be   It 

RESOLVED.  That  Article  18,  Section  12, 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "sixty  cents  per  month"  and  in 
lieu  thereof  in  serting  *'one  dollar  per  month" 
and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  Section  14  of  the  same 
article  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
"one  dollar"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting 
"two  dollars." 

Beferred   to   the   Committee   on   Laws. 

Besolution  No.  195 — By  Delegate  James  A. 
Duncan,  by  instructions  of  the  Seattle  Cen- 
tral   Labor   Council. 

WHEBEAS,  To  the  deep  regret  of  th« 
workers  of  the  State  of  Washington,  Presi' 
dent  has  recommend<Ni  the  repeal  of  the  na- 
tional dry  law,  which  !s  to  go  into  effect  on 
July  1 ;  and 

WHEBEAS,  Several  thousand  workers  rep- 
resented in  this  body  have  been,  like  President 
Samuel  Gompers,  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  anti-prohibitionists  for  forty 
years,  but,  unlike  Mr.  Gompers,  have  had 
their  minds  changed  by  first  knowledge  of 
the  beneficial  results  of  dry  laws;  and 

WHEBEAS,  We  believe  it  is  practicaUy 
the  unanimous  view  of  the  workers  of  Wash- 
ington that  the  right  to  manufacture  and  sell 
boose  is  neither  worth  fighting  for  nor  worth 
having  when  won;  and 

WHEBEAS,  Prohibition  in  the  SUU  of 
Washington  has  raised  the  standard  of  liv- 
ing by  diverting  a  large  percentage  of  wages 
formerly  wasted  in  drink  to  the  purchase  or 
better  food,  better  clothing  and  better  shel- 
ter, giving  the  workers  additional  fighting 
power  in  the  struggle  with  employers  for  the 
full  product  of  their  toil,  and  has  cleared 
the  brains  of  the  workers  to  meet  the  prob- 
lems which  confront  them;  now,  therefore, 
be  it 

BESOLVED,  That  after  four  years  of  ex- 
perience with  prohibition,  the  Central  Labor 
Council  of  Seattle  and  vicinity  is  convinced 
that  the  best  interests  of  labor  will  be  con- 
served by  the  prohibition  of  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors ;  that  we 
protest    against    the    repeal    of    the    national 


dry  law,  and  urge  organised  labor  in  all  Its 
brawehes  to  eiid  hi  ita  enforcement;  antf»  far- 
ther, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  ConneU's  delegate 
to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  convention  be  instructed 
to  introduce  this  resolution  and  urge  its 
adoption. 

Adopted  by  the  Central  Labor  Council  of 
Seattle   and   vicinity.   May   2^    1919. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Besolutiens.  * 

Besolution  No.  196— ^By  Ddegate  James  A. 
Duncan,  Seattle  Central  Labor  CouncQ. 

WHEBEAS.  The  efforts  of  cerUin  Hindoos 
to  gain  for  millions  of  their  fellow  country- 
men a  greater  measure  of  freedom  and  de- 
mocracy has  resulted  in  a  number  of  these 
people  being  compelled  to  serve  prison  terms 
in   th's    country;   and 

WHEBEAS.  Some  of  these  men,  now  in 
danger  of  deportation  with  the  likelihood  or 
execution  facing  them  upon  arrival  in  their 
own  land  have  appealed  to  various  branches 
of  the  American  labor  movement  for  aid  in 
their  plight,  believing  us  to  be  their  friends, 
and  which  appeal  should  not  fall  upon  deaf 
ears ;   now,   therefore,   be   it 

BESOLVED.  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  enter  a  vigorous  protest  to  tne 
United  States  Departments  of  Justice  and  im- 
migration against  the  deportation  of  these 
men  when  deportation  might  be  the  equiva- 
lent of  pronouncing  their  death  sentence;  and 
further,  be  it 

BESOLVED.  That  the  President  of  the 
Federation  appoint  a  committee  to  investi- 
gate the  exact  status  of  these  cases  and  ren- 
der such  assistance  as  the  merits  of  such 
cases   deems   necessary. 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  Besolutions. 

Besolution  No.  197— By  Delegate  Harold  C. 
Kingsley.  of  the  Newport,  B.  L,  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WHEBEAS,  As  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  SUtes  was  intended  to  guarantee  .full 
political   rights  to  all  citizens;  and 

WHEBEAS.  This  right  has  in  the  case  of 
Government  employes  been  to  a  large  extent 
abrogated  by  executive  order  in  that  all  Gov- 
ernment employes  are  prohibited  from  par- 
ticipating in  political  activities  of  any  kind 
whether   local,    State   or   Natonal;   and 

WHEBEAS,  Such  Government  employes 
are.  therefore,  desired  the  right  to  ask  sup- 
port for  legislative  measures  and  actions  in- 
tended for  the  adjustment  of  any  unjust 
condition  from  which  they  may  by  political 
action   be  seeking  relief;  therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record 
as  opposed  to  the  policy  of  denying  Govern- 
ment employes  the  privilege  of  participating 
in   political   activities   and;   further,   be   ft 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  CouncU 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  re- 
spectfully represent  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  that  these  executive  orders  be 
withdrawn. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Resolution  No.  19&— By  Delegate  T.  M. 
Daly,  New  York  Central  Federated  Union. 

WHEBEAS,  The  United  SUtes  Emptoy- 
raent  Service  was  of  very  great  benefit  to 
the  unemployed  workers  of  the  country  for 
more  than  a  year;   and 

WHEBEAS,    It    brought    many    thousands 
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Mdcins  work  into  eontaot  with  OkiployM* 
Mekins  labor,  to  the  mutiial  AdTmnta^  of 
both;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Labor  was 
eompeUed  to  reduce  this  very  neeeesary  public 
■erviee  throuffh  the  fkilvre  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  Statee  to  pan  the  appropriations 
for  the  continuance  of  the  United  Statee  Em- 
plorment   Service;   Therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  th'e  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Conyention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  do  earnestly  request  the  present  Con- 
gress to  grant  the  appropriations  asked  for 
by  the  Secretary  of  Labor  for  the  continuance 
of  the  Free  Employment  Bureau  before  the 
beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year;  and,  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  Secretary  of  Labor  and 
to  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolutkm  No.  19^— By  Delegate  J.  Mah- 
lon  Barnes,  of  the  Cigar  Makers  International 
Union   of   America. 

WHEREAS,  Thousands  of  American  citi- 
sens.  by  reason  of  prosecutions  under  the 
espionage  act — a  war  time  measure — are  now 
incarcerated  or  under  sentence,  or  prosecution 
for  conscience  sake,  or  for  exercising  their 
constitutional  rights  of  free  speech,  free  press 
or  free  assemblage,  or  for  industrial  activities 
in  behalf  of  the  working  class. 

WHEREAS,  Public  meetings  are  yet  be- 
ing broken  up,  speakers  jailed,  the  press  muz- 
sled  and  personal  letters  rifled. 

WHEREAS,  It  was  claimed  and  popularly 
understood  that  the  espionage  law  was  adopt- 
ed to  protect  the  United  States  against  ene- 
mies of  the  country  and  particularly  against 
spies. 

WHEREAS.  These  men  and  women  are  nov 
criminals,  but  are  victims  of  the  alleged  spy 
law,  upon  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  re- 
peatedly sidestepped  a  decision.  A  law  under 
which  no  spy  was  ever  brought  to  Court. 

WHEREAS,  Federal  Judges  have  acquired 
the  habit  of  saying  ten  years,  twenty  years 
or  more,  in  many  cases  practically  life  sen- 
tences. 

WHEREAS,  These  Court  sentences  upon 
civilians,  in  the  aggregate,  amount  to  about 
24,000  shears,  more  drastic  than  that  of  any 
modem  civilised  nation,  and  this  is  exclusive 
of  the  extra  severe  and  vicious  sentences 
imposed  by  military  court-martial  upon  selec- 
tive drafters,  mostly  rdigious  conscientious 
objectors. 

WHEREAS,  P<ditical  prisoners  in  a  de- 
mocracy is  an  innovation  and  a  tragedy,  many 
other  countries  having  already  freed  their 
war-time  political  and  industrial  prisoners, 
and  that  organised  labor  is  demanding  in 
every  country  the  relesse  of  those  yet  in  bond- 
age; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  demand  from  the 
Federal  authorities  the  re-establishment  and 
maintenance  of  American  political  and  civil 
rights,  free  speech,  free  press  and  free  as- 
semblage; and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  demand  the  imme- 
diate relesse  of  all  persons  in  the  United 
States,  prosecuted  or  now  in  prison  for 
political  opinions,  industrial  activities  or  re- 
lig!oud    belief. 

Referred   to   Committee  on   Resolutions. 

Resoluiion  No.  200— Atlantie  City.  N.  J., 


June  10,  1919.  To  Samuel  Gorapers,  Pres- 
ident American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  ,    _      , 

On  behalf  of  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Steam  Shovel  and  Dredgemen,  as 
president  of  that  organisation,  I  her^th 
appeal  throughyou  to  the  ofBcers  and  dele- 
gates of  the  Tnirty-ninth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  convention  assembled  against  the  action 
of  the  Executive  Council  in  suspending  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Steam  Shovel 
and  Dredgemen. 

This  appeal  is  based  on  the  grounds  that 
the  report  of  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report,  of  St.  Paul  Convention,  rel- 
ative to  Resolution  No.  S4,  as  adopted  by 
St.  Paul  Convention,  did  not  authorise  the 
Executive  Council  of  A.  F.  of  L.  to  sus- 
pend either  organisation  for  failure  to  ac- 
cept the  plan  of  amalgamation  as  submitted 
by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

I,  therefore,  request  that  this  appeal  be 
given     proper     consideration.       Fraternally 

Sours,    International    Brotherhood   of    Steals 
hovel  and  Dredgemen.  

W.    M.    WELSH, 
General  President. 
Referred      to      Committee     on      Executive 
Council's  Report. 

Resolution  No.  201 — By  Delegates  John 
6.  Owens,  Cleveland  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  Henry  W.  Raisse,  Lorain  Central  Body. 
Introduced  by  request  of  the  National  Com- 
mittee  for    Organizing    the   Iron   and    Steel 

Workers. 

WHEREAS,  Many  steel  corporations  and 
other  industrial  insUtutions  have  instituted 
in  their  plants  systems  of  collective  bar- 
gaining  skin    to   the    Rockefeller  plan;    and 

WHEREAS,  Extensive  experience  has 
shown  that  while  the  employers  are  busily 
carrying  on  propaganda  lauding  these  com- 
pany unions  to  the  skies  as  a  great  im- 
provement over  trade  unions,  they  are  at 
the  same  time  just  as  actively  enforcing  a 
series  of  vicious  practices  that  ham-string 
such  organisations  and  render  them  useless 
to  their  employes.  Of  these  practices  the 
following  are   a  few: 

1.  Unfair  Elections  and  Representation — 
The  first  essential  for  the  proper  working 
of  a  genuine  collective  bargaining  com- 
mittee is  that  it  be  composed  entirely  as 
the  organised  workers  may  elect  and  alto- 
gether free  from  the  company's  influence. 
Only  then  can  it  be  truly  representative  of 
the  men  and  responsive  to  their  wishes. 
Upon  such  committees,  bosses,  representing 
as  they  do  the  antagonistic  interests  of  the 
company,  are  so  much  poison.  Not  only 
is  it  impossible  for  them  personally  to  rep- 
resent the  men,  but  they  also  negate  the 
influence  of  the  real  workers'  delegates. 
Knowing  this  very  well,  the  steel  companies, 
through  campaigns  of  intimidation  and  elec- 
tion fraud,  load  their  company  union  com- 
mittees with  bosses,  usually  to  the  point  of 
a  majority.  So  baneful  is  this  practice  that, 
were  the  company  unions  otherwise  perfect, 
it  alone  would  suffice  to  entirely  destroy 
their    usefulness    to    the    workers. 

2.  No  Democratic  Organisation  Permitted: 
It  is  common  knowledge  that,  in  order  for 
the  workers  to  arrive  at  a  uniform  under- 
standing through  the  systematisation  and 
fonnulation  of  their  grievances  and  de- 
mands,  it  is    necessary   for   them   to   enjoy 
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-  and  praetiee  th«  riffhto  of  free  spaech,  fre€ 
assembly  and  free  association.  They  must 
conduct  an  elaborate  series  of  meetings 
under  their  own  control,  and  generally  carry 

'  on  their  business  in  a  democratic,  organised 
way.  But  with  the  company  union  system 
this  is  impossible.  All  independent  organ- 
isation and  meetings  are  prohibited  on  pain 
of  discharge.  Consequently  the  workers  are 
kept  voiceless  and  destitute  of  a  program. 
They  are  deliberately  held  down  to  the  status 
of  a  mob.  Under  such  circumstances,  intelli- 
gent, aggressive  action  by  them  is  out  of 
the  question. 

8.  Intimidation  of  Committeemen — Am 
part  of  the  general  plan  to  keep  their  com- 
pany unions  from  being  of  any  possible 
service  to  their  employes,  it  is  customary 
for  the  companies  to  summarily  discharge 
committeemen  who  dare  to  nu^e  a  stand 
in  behalf  of  the  workers.  The  records  show 
a  multitude  of  such  cases.  Being  unorgan- 
ised, the  men  are  powerless  to  defend  their 
representatives.  The  natural  consfquence  is 
that  the  committee  soon  degenerate  into 
groups  of  men  supinely  subservient  to  the 
wishes  of  the  company  and  deaf  to  those 
of  the  workers. 

4.  Expert  Assistance  Prohibited — When 
dealing  with  their  employes  in  any  manner, 
employers  always  thoroughly  safeguard 
themselves  by  enlisting  the  aid  of  the  very 
best  brains  procurable.  The  only  way  the 
workers  can  cope  with  this  array  of  experts 
is  to  have  the  help  of  experienced  labor 
leaders,  but  under  the  company  union  system 
this  is  impossible.  All  association  with 
trade  union  officials  is  strictly  prohibited. 
The  company  reserves  to  itself  the  right 
to  expert  assistance.  As  a  r^ult  the  green 
workers'  committee,  already  weakened  in  a 
dosen  ways  is  left  practically  helpless  be- 
fore the  experts   upon  the  company's   side. 

6.  Company  Union  Lacks  Power— In  es- 
tablishing wages,  hours  and  working  condi- 
tions in  their  plants,  employers  habitually 
use  their  great  economic  power  to  enforce 
their  will.  Therefore  to  secure  Just  treat- 
ment, the  only  recourse  for  the  workers  is 
to  develop  a  power  equally  strong  and  to 
confront  their  enmloyers  with  it.  Unless 
they  can  do  this  their  case  is  hopeless.  In 
this  vital  respect,  the  company  union  is  a 
complete  failure.  With  hardly  a  pretense  of 
organisation,  unaffiliated  with  other  groups 
of  workers  in  the  same  industry,  destitute 
of  funds,  and  unfitted  to  use  the  strike 
weapon,  it  is  totally  unable  to  enforce  its 
will,  should  it  by  a  miracle  have  one  fkvor- 
i|ble  to  the  workers.  Weak  and  helpless, 
all  it  can  do  is  to  submit  to  the  dictation  of 
the  company.  It  can  make  no  effective  fight 
for  the  men. 

6.  Company  Diverts  Aim — ^As  though  the 
foregoing  practices  were  not  enough  to  thor- 
oughly cripple  the  company  untons,  the  em- 
pfoyers  make  assurance  doubly  sure  by  see- 
ing to  it  that  their  committees  ignore  the 
vital  needs  of  the  workers  and  confine  them- 
selves to  minor  and  extraneous  matters, 
such  as  fkke  safety-first  movements,  prob- 
lems of  efficiency,  handing  bouquets  to  high 
company  officials,  etc.  Discussions  of  wages, 
hours  and  working  conditions  are  tabee  on 
pain  of  discharge  for  the  committeeman  who 
dares  insist  upon  them.  Thus  the  company 
unions  oomplete  their  record  of  deceit  and 
weakness  by  dodging  the  labor  question  alto- 
gether. 

WHSRKAS,  In  view  of  the  foregoing  faeU, 
It  is  evident  that  oompany  unions  are  un- 


qualified to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
workers,  and  that  they  are  a  delusion  and 
a  snare  set  up  by  the  companies  for  the 
express  purpose  of  deluding  the  workers  into 
the  belief  that  they  have  some  protection 
and  thus  have  no  need  for  trade  union 
organisation;  therefore,  be  it 

BESOLVED,  That  we  heartily  condemn 
all  such  company  unions  and  advise  our 
membership  to  have  nothing  to  do  with 
them;  and,  be  it  further 

BESOLVED,  That  we  demand  the  right 
to  bargain  collectively  through  the  only 
kind  of  organisation  fitted  for  this  purpose, 
the  trade  union,  and  that  we  stand  loyally 
together  until  this  right  is  conceded  us. 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Besohition  No.  202 — ^By  Delegates  B.  C. 
Scott,  Stenographers,  Bookkeepers  and  As- 
sistants' No.  11778,  Washington,  D.  «.: 
Patrick  J.  GahiUane,  City  Empk>yes'  Local 
No.  16961,*^  Harry  L.  Fincke,  Counter  Time- 
keeper and  Clerks'  No.  18699:  Thos.  O. 
Spaeey,  Stenographers,  Bookkeeper,  Typist, 
Office  Assistants'  Union  No.  14491,  Denver, 
Colo. 

WHEBEAS,  There  are  approximatf ly  forty 
locals  of  office  workers  in  various  cities 
throughout  the  United  States;  and 

WHEBEAS,  A  large  number  of  these  lo- 
cals, involving  approximately  80  per  cent, 
of  the  membership  are  petitioning  for  the 
issuance  of  a  charter  for  an  international 
organisation  of  office  workers;  and 

WHEBEAS,  The  field  of  organisation  in 
this  class  of  work  is  as  large,  if  not  larger, 
than  that  of  any  organisation  now  affiliated 
with  the  American  FMieration  of  Labor;  and 

WHEBEAS,  No  material  progress  can  be 
made  without  the  aid  of  an  international 
organisation,  and  all  organsations  must  start 
on  a  small  scale,  as  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  there  are  now  approximately  thirty 
national  and  international  unions  with  a 
membership  of  1800  or  less;  and 

WHEBEAS,  Approximately  76  per  cent, 
of  the  members  of  the  above  locals  are 
not  employed  in  labor  union  offices,  and  it 
is  totally  inconsistent  and  at  variance  with 
trade  union  principles  and  policies  for  the 
officers  of  any  labor  union  employing  office 
help  to  put  any  obetacles  whatsoever  In  the 
way  of  the  advancement  of  fellow  unoinlsts 
and  thus  prevent  the  formation  of  an  In- 
ternational and  its  subsequent  undoubted 
growth;  therefore,  be  it 

BESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  issue  an  international  charter  to 
the  local  unions  throughout  the  United 
States,  with  the  Jurisdiction  now  assigned 
to  these  various  local  unions. 

Beferred  to  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's   Beport. 

Besolution  No.  208— By  DclegaU  E.  C. 
Scott,  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers ^Assistants,  11778,  Washington.  D.  C. 

WHEBEAS,  The  President  and  Secretary 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  have 
rendered  long  and  fUthfnl  service  to  the  cause 
of  labor  and  humanity,  and  have,  by  their  un- 
tiring efforts,  been  instrumental  in  materially 
increasing  and  strengthening  tbe  position  of 
the  laboring  classes  throughout  the  tXnlted 
States;  and. 

WHEBEAS.  Tbe  aalaries  of  the  oOeen  of 
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■uny  of  the  aiBliated  orgmnisations  to  the 
American  Federmtion  of  Labor  have  been  in- 
creased besrond  that  paid  to  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  A.  F.  of  L;  and, 

WHERAS.  It  is  the  conaensui  of  opinion 
that  the  present  salaries  are  not  commen- 
snrate  with  the  efforts  pot  forth  and  services 
rendered    by    these    officers;    therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  author- 
ises the  following  Increases  in  salary:  The 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor salary  to  be  increased  to  $10,000  to  $12.- 
000  per  annum,  effective  August  1st,  1919, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  salary  be  increased  to  $7,600  to  $10,- 
000  per  annum,  effective  August  1st,  1010,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  delegates  herein  assem- 
bled. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
•il's   Report. 

Resolution  No.  204— By  Delegate  E.  C. 
Beott,  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers ft  AssistanU,  11778,  Washington.  D.  C. 

WHEREAS,  The  office  employes  of  the 
United  States  of  America  are  among  the 
poorest  paid  of  all  crafts,  and  are  compelled 
to  work  longer   hours   than   any  trade;   and. 

WHEREAS,  The  cost  of  living  has  In- 
creased by  leaps  and  bounds,  making  it  im- 
possible for  such  workers  to  decently  support 
their  families  on  the  wages  now  paid  by  tne 
various  labor  organisations;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  go  on 
record  as  favoring  the  minimum  wages  now 
paid  in  the  offices  of  the  President  of  tne 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks.  Washington, 
D.  C,  namdy,  $S0.00  per  week  for  clerks,  ano 
$86.00  per  week  for  stenographers  who  qual- 
ify after  thirty  to  sixty  days'  probation  for 
permanent  positions,  and  that  this  Conven- 
tion use  its  good  offices  in  having  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  and  all  affiliated 
national  and  international  unions  adopt  these 
minimum  wages  for  their  office  employes. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  206— By  Delegate  E.  C. 
Scott,  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers A  AssisUnts,  11778,  Washington.  D.  C. 

WHEREAS.  There  are  over  600,000  unor- 
ganised office  workers  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  who  are  greatly  in  need  of  or- 
ganisation ;  and. 

WHEREAS,  The  Conventions  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  have  recognised,  in  the  past,  these  con- 
ditions, as  is  borne  out  by  the  following  reso- 
lutions: Resolution  No.  22,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
concurred  in;  Resolution  No.  98;  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  referred  to  the  Executive  Council;  Reso- 
lution No.  20.  Atlanta,  Ga.,  concurred  in; 
Resolutions  Nos.  127  and  142,  Philaddphia, 
Pa.,  referred  to  Executive  Council;  Resolut!on 
No.  168,  San  Francisco,  CaL,  concurred  In, 
providing  funds  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  permit, 
and  Resolution  161,  Buffak>,  N.  T.,  referred 
to  Executive  Council;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  lack  of  comprehensive  and 
systematic  organization  of  these  workers  has 
been  due  to  the  conditions  of  the  fund*  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  is 
shown  by  referring  to  the  foregoing  resoln- 
ttons;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  funds  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
as  shown  to  this  Convention  by  the  Secretary 
are  now  In  a  better  eonditkm  than  ever  be- 
fore; be  it,  therefore, 

RESOLVED.   That  this  Convention  hcre^ 


authorises  and  directs  the  President  to  in- 
struct, or  cause  to  be  Instructed,  such  or- 
ganisers as  are  in  his  Judgment  best  fitted 
to  carry  on  an  extensive  campaign  or  organi- 
sation among  the  office  workers  ooming  under 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  k>ea]B  of  this  class 
of  workers  as  are  now  in  direct  aflUiatlon 
with  the  A.  F.  of  L. ;  and,  be  It  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  initial  efforts  of  such 
organisers  shall  be  in  a  city  or  cities,  as  is 
deemed  best,  where  an  organisation  of  thia 
kind  already  exists;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Central  Labor 
Unions  and  locals  of  office  workers  in  such 
city  or  cities  as  may  be  selected  be  notified 
to  cooperate  with  such  organiser  or  organis- 
ers to  the  end  that  the  conditions  of  these 
workers  may  be  ameliorated  and  their  oomd- 
tion  in  the  industrial  fidd  made  more  secure; 
and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  if  such  organiser  or  or- 
ganisers are  not  available,  that  an  organiser 
be  appointed  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the 
organization  of  this  class  of  workers,  and 
that  if  such  appointment  is  made,  it  be  pre- 
ferably from  the  ranks  of  our  membership. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  206 — By  Delegate  E.  C. 
Scott.  Stenographers.  Typewriters.  Bookkeep* 
ers  ft  AssisUnts.  11778.  Washington.  D.  C. 

WHEREAS,  For  the  past  several  years 
there  has  been  considerable  friction  and  mis- 
understanding existing  between  the  severtf  or- 
ganisations in  the  District  of  Columbia  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  employed  in  com- 
mercial offices,  labor  offices,  railway  offices 
and  government  departments,  due  in  a  large 
measure  to  a  similarity  of  work  and  question 
of  classification;  and, 

WHEREAS,  It  is  believed  that  tnese  con- 
ditions can  be  satisfactorily  adjusted  and  a 
more  harmonious  spirit  prevail  between  these 
several  organisations  by  reaching  a  mutual 
understanding  as  to  the  rights  and  Jurisdlo- 
tion  of  the  several  organisations;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  this  Convention  assembled 
create  a  department  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  be 
known  as  the  Department  of  Office  Workers, 
and  have  affiliated  with  that  department  all 
locals  of  the  Federal  Employees,  Stenogra- 
phers, Typewriters,  Booldceepers,  Railway 
Clerks  and  all  organisations  composed  of 
office  employes  affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.; 
and,  be  it  zurther 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion  of  Labor  call  a  preliminary  conference 
of  the  above-mentioned  organizations  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  this  department  within 
(90)  ninety  days  after  the  adjournment  of 
this    Thirty-ninth    Convention. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Resolution  No.  207 — By  Delegate  E.  C. 
Seott,  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers ft  AssisUnts/  11778,  Washington,  D.  C. 

WHEREAS,  For  sometime  past  the  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Clerks  has  been  seeking  and 
securing  for  membership  in  that  organisation 
an  office  employes  in  the  executive  offices  of 
the  Southern  Railway  Company,  Washington, 
D..C.,  notwithsUnding  the  fact  that  Section 
78,  Constitution,  for  the  government  of  lodges 
under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ot 
the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks,  oonuins 
the    following    elaose:     "All    whiU    persons. 
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male  or  female,  of  good  moral  character,  who 
have  had  at  least  three  months'  actual  ex- 
perience as  clerks,  freight  handlers,  baggage- 
men, station  helpers,  switch  tenders,  or  callers 
in  the  service  of  a  railroad,  stesgnship  or 
other  freight  transportation  company,  and 
who,  at  the  time  of  making  application,  are 
in  the  employ  of  such  a  company,  shall  lie 
digihle   to   membership";   and. 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  convansus  of  opinion 
Section  78  in  nowise  indicates  jorisdiction 
over  stenographsdrs,  typewriters  or  bookkeep- 
ers; and, 

WHEREAS,  The  charter  and  Jurisdictional 
rights  of  Stenographers,  Tyi>ewriters,  Book- 
keepers ft  Assistants'  Union  11778,  granted  in 
1904,  gives  autonomy  to  this  organisation 
over  stenographers,  typewriters,  bookkeepers 
and  office  assistants ;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  above  irrefutable  facts  In- 
dicate unqnalifledly  a  trespass  by  the  Brother- 
hood of  BaUway  Clerks  upon  the  legitimate 
Jurisdictional  claims  granted  the  Stenogra- 
phers, Typewriters,  Bookkeepers  ft  Assistants' 
Union  11778;  therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  go  on 
record  as  instructing  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Clerks  to  transfer  to  the  Steno- 
graphers, Typewriters,  Bookkeepers  ft  As- 
sistants, 11778,  within  sixty  days,  all 
stenographers,  typewriters  and  bookkeepers 
within  the  folds  of  that  organisation  who  are 
now  employed  in  the  executive  offices  of  the 
Southern  Railway  Company,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  208— By  Delegate  Martin  T. 
Joyce,  of  the  International  Brotherhood  of 
Electrical  Workers. 

WHEREIAS.  The  insurance  agents  have 
made  many  attempts  to  organise,  to  shorten 
their  hours  of  labor,  and  better  their  work- 
ing conditions,  but  every  attempt  has  been 
met  by  wholesale  discharge;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record 
as  instructing  the  Executive  Board  to  take 
up  the  matter  of  granting  the  insurance 
agents  a  charter. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  209— By  Delegate  E.  O. 
Scott,  of  the  Stenographers,  Tjrpewriters, 
Bookkeepers  ft  AsslsUnts,  11778,  Washing- 
ington.  D.  C. 

WHEREAS.  The  resldenU  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  have  for  years  been  disenfran- 
chised notwithstanding  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  citisenship 
without  the  enjoyment  of  the  full  rights  and 
privileges  incident  thereto;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  said  residents  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  have  shown  their  loyalty  to 
our  country  by  sending  their  manhood  to  the 
front,  as  well  as  oversubscribing  on  every 
occasion  to  all  loans.  Red  Cross,  T.  M.  C.  A., 
Salvation  Army  and  other  patriotic  occa- 
sions; and, 

WHEREAS,  A  concerted  movement  is  now 
in  progress  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for 
its  residents  looking  towards  a  oonstituttonal 
amendment  enfranchising  the  residents  of  the 
District  of  Columbia;  therefore,  be  it. 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Conventton  go  on 
record,  as  has  been  done  by  previous  conven- 
tions,   as    favoring   votes    for   voteless    Wash- 


ington, and  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed 
to  send  a  copy  of  this  resolution  t#  the 
President  of  th6  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives;  and,  be  It 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  every  ddegate  to  this 
Convention  is  requested  to  write  a  letter  tc 
his  respective  representative  in  both  branches 
of  Congress,  urging  their  support  to  the  full« 
est  extent  of  any  measure  or  bill  that  may  tM 
introduced  or  now  pending  in  Congress 
having  for  its  purpose  the  enfranchisement 
of  the  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Referred    to    Committee. 

Resolution  No.  210 — ^By  Delegate  Harry  L. 
Spencer,  of  the  Texas  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  thousands  of  skilled 
mechanics  and  laborers  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  wooden  ships  in  the 
United  States;  uid. 

WHEREAS,  In  order  that  matters  of  vital 
interest  oonc«aming  those  employed  in  wooden 
shipbuilding  and  repairing  may  be  given  ade- 
quate attention,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that 
a  department  covering  all  these  workers  De 
created;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Texas  SUte  Federa- 
tion be  instructed  to  have  this  matter  brougbt 
before  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  by  its 
duly  elected  delegate,  urging  the  creation  or 
a  department  for  those  employed  in  the  con- 
struction and  repairs  of  wooden  ships;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  creaUon  of  this  oe- 
partment  shall  in  nowise  affect  other  trades 
departments  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  already  tn 
existence. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

Resolution  No.  211 — By  Delegates  Luther  C. 
Steward,  W.  E.  Junker,  Martin  J.  Leonard, 
Florence  Etheridge,  of  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  on  this  9th 
day  of  June,  1919,  is  not  unmindful  of  the 
revelations  recently  made  before  two  conmiit- 
tees  of  Congress  on  the  control  of  the  food 
interests  of  this  country;  and, 

WHEREAS,  This  control  is  of  great  danger 
to  the  future  welfare  of  this  country,  since 
increasing  masses  of  people  are  unable  by 
honest  toil  to  live  in  health  and  comfort: 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  support  the  Federal  Trade  Com- 
mission in  its  efforts  to  secure  remedial  legis- 
lation in  the  meat-packing  industry.  That 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  especially 
call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  extension 
of  the  control  of  the  meat  packers  over  the 
preparation  and  sale  of  unrelated  food 
products,  which  has  proceeded  so  rapidly  in 
recent  years  that  the  absolute  control  of  the 
food  of  the  nation  is  passing  into  the  hands 
of  the  five  packers  while  the  legitimate 
manufacturers  and  distributors  of  food 
products  other  than  meat  are  in  danger  of 
destruction.  That  copies  of  these  resolutions 
be  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  and 
Agricultural    Committees. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Convention  adjourned  to  meet  Wednesday 
morning  at  9.80. 
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THIRD  DAY-- Wednesday  Morning  Sesrion 


Atlantic  City.  N.  J..  June  11.  1919. 
The  convention  was  called  to  order  at 
9:80  a.  m..  Wednesday,  June  11th.  PresL 
dent  Qompers  In  the  chair. 

AdMNiM*— Hay.  Hayct  (F.  J.)  MHeheU. 
Donahue,  Fenton,  I^esias,  Rutherford.  Ely. 
Steward  (R.  G.),  HarUn,  Oanifeld.  Mats 
(Edith  8.),  Ogletree,  Kinnley,  Young  (0. 
B.),  Bower,  Wilkinson  (A).  Ashmun.  Han- 
non.  Campbell  (J.  B.).  Wilkinson  (J.),  Simp- 
son. Enright,  Cooper.  Harte,  Burk  (H.). 
Brogan,  Grass,  MoNiece,  Bledow,  OoMn, 
Setser,  Bauman.  Quesse.  white  (O.  L.).  Mul- 
len, Johnson  (B.  D.).  Shea,  Blieott,  Fitta. 
Ooogan,  Eklund,  Jackson.  Weintraub. 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following 
communications : 

Washington.  D.  C,  June  9.  1919. 
Samuel  Oompers, 
President  A.  F.  L. 

I  have  found  it  impossible  to  be  with 
you  this  morning.  Hope  to  be  present  in 
the  convention  on  Friday,  the  18th  inst. 
Accept  my  best  wishes  for  a  successful 
convention. 

W.  B.  WILSON, 
Secretary  of  Labor. 

Atlantic  City.  N.  J..  June  10,  1919. 
To  the  Delegates  of  the  89th  Convention 
of  the  A.   F.  of  L. 
In  the  dispute  over  claims  of  jurisdic- 
tion between  the  Painters.   Railway  Car 
Men  and   Carpenters,   it  was  agreed,   at 
a  conference  held  between  the  represen- 
tatives  of  said   organisations,   in  Atlan- 
tic City  on  June  10th.  1919,  that  the  mat- 
ter be  referred  to  the  Executive  Boards  of 
the   said   organizations,   for   the   purpose 
of   reaching   an   agreeable   and   amicable 
understanding  as  soon  as  possible. 
(Signed) 

GEO.   F.   HBDRICK, 
J.   C.   SKEMP. 

Painters. 
M.   F.   RYAN. 

Railway  Carmen. 
WM.   L.  HUTCHBSON, 
FRANK    DUFFY. 

Carpenters. 

Philadelphia.  Pa.,  June  10,  1919. 
Samuel  Qompers, 
President  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 
Steel.  Pier.  Atlantic  City.  N.  J. 
Greetings   to   the   thirty-ninth   conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor.   May   your   deliberations    bring    the 
ultimate  solution  of  the  labor  problem. 
WAIST  AND  DRESSMAKER 
UNION. 

GARMENT  WORKERS'  UNION, 
LOCAL  16. 
PHtLADBLPHIA   INTERNA- 
TIONAL.- LADIES. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  read  a 
communication  from     President  Hedrick 


and  Secretary  Skemp.  Brotherhood  of 
Paihters  and  Decorators,  asking  that  Jo- 
seph H.  Kelley  be  seated  with  their  dele- 
gate in  the  place  of  A.  Avans,  who  has 
been  called  to  his  home. 

The  committee  recommended  the  seat- 
ing o^  Mr.  Kelley.  The  recommendation 
was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Tracy,  California  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  asked  the  privilege  of 
the  floor  to  deny  statements  made  in  the 
Philadelphia  BuUetin  to  the  effect  that 
delegates  from  some  of  the  Western 
States,  and  California  in  particular,  had 
come  to  the  convention  with  plans  and 
ideas  which  they  wished  carried  out,  and 
if  they  were  not  carried  out,  the  organi- 
zations in  those  states  would  secede  from 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  He 
denied  emphatically  that  the  California 
delegates  had  any  such  plan,  and  ex- 
pressed their  loyalty  to  the  ideals  and 
principles  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

BBPOBT  OF  FBATBBNAL  BELBOATB8 

TO  BBinSH  TRADES  UNION 

CONOBB8S 

Delegate  Bowen  read  the  following  re- 
port: 

When  I  was  elected  to  represent  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the 
British  Trades  Union  Congress  I  had  as 
my  associate  Brother  Joseph  Franklin. 
It  was  not  until  almost  the  last  minute 
I  learned  that  a  change  was  to  be  made, 
that  Brother  Franklin  could  not  act  as 
delegate  by  reason  of  the  position  he  had 
taken  with  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. President  Gompers  telegraphed 
me  that  he  had  been  appointed  by  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  act  in  Brother 
Franklin's   stead. 

It  was  an  enthusiastic  little  STOup. 
deeply  conscious  of  the  importance  of  its 
mission,  that  gathered  one  evening  in 
President  Gompers'  hotel  in  response  to 
his  telegram,  shortly  before  we  sailed. 
There  were  many  details  to  discuss, 
passports  to  be  secured,  little  "last 
things"  to  be  done  in  perfecting  our  ar- 
rangements. It  was  on  the  morning  of 
August  11,  1918.  that  we  finally  took  the 
initial  step  on  our  trip,  our  departure 
from  New  York  to  Hoboken.  It  did  not 
prove  to  be  a  real  start,  however,  for 
because  of  some  hitch  in  the  plans,  we 
were  put  aboard  a  tender  and  brought 
back  to  the  New  York  side  to  take  pas- 
sage on  the  "Missanabie."  a  vessel  which 
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carried  us  over  In  safety  but  which  was 
trasrically  sunk  in  the  Irish  Sea  on  her 
return   trip. 

At  four  In  the  afternoon  of  the  day  of 
our  departuTO  we  left  the  dock,  And  pro- 
ceeded to  OraTesend  Bay,  where  we 
dropped  anchor  and  spent  the  night.  On 
awakening  we  found  our  ship  surrounded 
by  a  fleet  of  fourteen  troopships,  carry- 
ing fortv  thousand  soldhars,  who  had  asiem- 
bled  during  the  nieht  and  who  were  to  be  eon- 
voyed  across  the  dangerous  Atlantic. 

There  was  a  thrill  of  adventure,  yet 
with  a  menace  of  danger  that  made  the 
smile  on  our  lips  fade  for  awhile  into 
sternness,  when  at  noon  we  weighed 
anchor  and  with  our  flotilla  slowly 
churned  our  way  out  to  sea.  The  aero- 
planes, and  dirigibles,  like  gigantic  birds 
in  the  air,  and  the  grim  destroyers  and 
submarine  chasers  steaming  near  us, 
added  to  the  picturesqueness  of  the  dia- 
bolic submarines  at  that  time  terrorizing 
the  Atlantic  Coast.  When  well  out  at 
sea  that  evening,  long  after  the  Statue 
of  Liberty  had  faded  and  become  lost  to 
our  vision,  we  were  Joined  by  two  battle 
cruisers  which  accompanied  us  all  the 
way  across  until  they  surrendered  their 
guardianship  to  the  British  escort  of  de- 
stroyers that  met  us  at  the  head  of  the 
Irish  Sea. 

Our  first  night  out  was  insufferably 
oppressive.  The  ship  carried  2800  sol. 
diers;  every  room  was  packed  to  double 
capacity.  The  heat  was  stifling,  sticky, 
humid  and  unbearable,  yet  it  was  made 
worse  by  the  closing  and  darkening  of 
every  port  hole  and  the  boarding  up  of 
all  the  windows  and  doors,  so  that  no 
slightest  speck  of  light  might  betray  us 
to  the  keen  eyes  that  might  be  watching 
for  us  off  in  the  darkness.  The  ship  was 
one  big  sweat  box,  guaranteed  air-tight, 
and  it  was  with  a  sense  of  Joy,  when  the 
second  night  the  convoy  steering  a  north- 
em  course,  that  we  were  carried  into 
cool  winds  that  brought  refreshing  new 
life. 

Boat  drills  twice  a  day  livened  things 
up  a  bit,  and  sometimes  a  false  alarm 
of  a  submarine  gave  a  somewhat  start- 
ling semblance  of  what  the  reality  might 
be.  But  these,  after  all,  gave  a  tingle 
and  thrill,  to  what  would  otherwise  have 
been  a  monotonous  voyage.  The  mem- 
bers of  our  delegation  visited  every  part 
of  the  ship.  Prom  stem  to  stem,  from 
the  bridge  to  the  quarters  of  the  troops, 
through  kitchen  and  mess  halls,  we  ex- 
plored, down  to  the  "stobe  hole,"  where 
the  flres  in  the  great  boilers  were  fed  by 
our  boys.  These  boys,  fresh  from  the 
comparative  ease  of  civil  life,  were  put- 
ting into  this  drudging,  tiring  labor  as 
their  immediate  duty,  the  same  fine  spirit 
of  enthusiasm,  devotion  and  thorouglmefls 
that  was  being  shown  by  their  brave  sol- 
dier comrades  on  the  blood-soaked  soil 
of  Prance. 

It  was  a  pleasure  to  meet  these  boys 
and  to  talk  to  them  and  to  the  members 
of  the  crew  in  the  truest  and  simplest 
democracy  In  the  world — life  aboard  a 
ship  carrying  the  American  flag.  Many 
of  these  boyw  were  members  of  various 
labor  unions  in  America,  proud  of  their 
"card."  Speeches  were  made  to  the 
troops  at  mess  and  on  the  aft-deck  of 
the  ship,   and  to  the  warmly  expressed 


pleasure  of  ofllcers  and  civilians.  Presi- 
dent Gompers  responded  to  their '  invita- 
tion for  an  address,  in  his  characteris- 
tically simple  and  effectire  way. 

Entering  the  Irish  Sea,  every  one  on 
the  ship  was  tense,  alive  and  alert.  We 
were  to  pass  through  dangerous  waters; 
we  were  in  the  nesting  place  of  the 
enemy  submarines.  In  any  direction, 
and  at  any  moment,  there  might  be  a 
sudden  rising  cf  a  periscope,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  it  might  be  all  over — this 
thought  fllled  all  hearts,  brave  though 
our  lips  mi^ht  be. 

One  morniiig,  with  overcast  sky,  clouds 
hanging  low  aitl  threatening  and  a 
drizzling  rain  falling,  a  sudden  alarming 
fljish  from  a  gun  ot  one  of  the  vessels 
of  the  escort,  brought  us  all  to  our  feet. 
Thero  was  instant  tumult,  off  bounded  a 
number  of  destroyers,  flring  as  they 
raced  through  the  heavy  seas,  until  mist 
and  rain  shut  them  from  our  view.  We 
did  not  learn  whether  they  really  got  a 
submarine  or  whether  It  was  an  im. 
promptu  exhibition  for  the  entertain- 
nient  of  the  passengers  aboard  the  con- 
voy. 

On  reaching  Liverpool,  we  were  wel- 
comed by  the  Lord  Mayor,  the  American 
Consul  and  his  attaches, '  a  Commander 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  ofllcials  of 
the  British  Government  and  railway  of- 
ficials. They  made  our  brief  stay  in 
Liverpool  n»o6t  delightful  and  some  of 
them  accompanied  us  to  London,  where 
we  were  met  by  Hon.  George  N.  Barnes, 
a  member  of  the  British  Cabinet,  and 
itlxer  labor  leaders.  Under  their  kindly 
care.we  were  taken  to  the  Hotel  Savoy, 
which  was  made  our  headquarters  during 
our  stay  in  London.  Conferences  were 
held  dally  i,«re;)aratory  to  our  departure 
for  Derby  to  attend  the  British  Trade 
and  Labor  Conerress. 

When  we  had  any  free  time  at  our 
disp(»&al  we  visited  the  American  Hos- 
pital at  Dartmouth,  the  American  Em- 
barisy,  the  headquarters  of  the  American 
army  in  England,  and  the  headquarters 
of  the  American  naval  forces.  The 
serious  Illness  of  Ambassador  Page  pre- 
vented our  Hee'.ng  him,  for  this  was  but 
a  8hor«,  time  before  his  return  to  Amer- 
ica and  his  death  here,  but  those  asso- 
ciated with  him  at  the  Embassy  wel- 
comed us  most  cordially  and  were  zeal- 
ous In  their  efforts  to  make  our  stay  in 
England   delighlful   and  memorable. 

Maicr-Gcner«l  Biddle.  commanding  the 
United  dtotcs  Army  in  England,  and  Ad- 
miral Sims,  gave  us  »  good,  hearty 
American  welcome,  and  Mrs.  Page,  de- 
spite the  !11ness  or  the  Ambassador,  gave 
a  lunche-m  in  our  honor,  which  ushen»d 
in  many  other  luncheons  and  dinners, 
perhaps  the  most  notable  of  which  was 
one  where  Premier  Lloyd  George  and  the 
Cabinet  Ministers  were  present.  With 
glowing  memories  and  cordial  words,  we 
left  London  on  a  beautiful  Sunday,  th^t 
showed  England  at  her  best,  to  attend 
the  opening  of  the  British  Trade  Union 
Congress  at  Derby.  There  we  arrived 
at  night  and  were  met  by  a  delegation 
of  labor  leaders,  among  whom  was  the 
Hon.  J.  R.  Thomas,  a  member  of  Par- 
liament, who  made  a  graceful  and  gra- 
cloi.j*  tpeoch  of  welcome. 

Derby  was  crowded  to  overflowing  be- 
cause  of   the   invasion   of   the   town   by 
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delegates  to  the  Congress;  there  was  not 
a  single  room  to  be  had  In  any  of  the 
hotels  and  it  would  have  gone  badly  with 
us  had  it  not  been  for  the  foresight  and 
kindness  of  Mr.  Webber,  United  States 
Oonsnl  St  Nottingham,  who  cain»  to 
our  rescue.  He  presented  the  facts  to 
the  Lord  Mayor  of  Derby,  who  oour- 
teously  insisted  that  our  party  be  his 
guests.  The  home  of  his  Liordship,  how- 
ever, not  proving  to  be  as  large  as  his 
hospitable  spirit,  some  of  us  were  invited 
Into  the  homes  of  his  neighbors,  through 
his  kindly  initiative.  The  cordial,  hearty, 
welcome,  and  generous  attention  shown 
us  by  the  l^ord  Mayor,  his  beautiful, 
charming  wife  aiid  their  neighbors,  will 
ever  remain  with  us  as  a  golden  mem- 
ory of  flne  JInglish  hospitality,  made 
slmi)1e  by  the  t<incerlty  of  its  spirit. 

The  Jubilee  meeting  of  the  British 
Trade  Union  Congress  was  opened  at 
the  Central  Hall,  Derby,  England,  Sep- 
tember 2,  1918.  The  gathering  was  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  Trade  Union 
n^oveinent.  some  881  delegates  attending 
as  the  repi  osentatives  of  4.682,085  mem- 
bers, the  previous  largest  convention 
having  represented  but  8,082,862  mem- 
bere.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ogden,  president,  wm 
in  the  chair,  supported  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary <  Committee,  Mr.  C.  "W.  Bow«r- 
man,  M.  P.,  General  Secretary,  and  most 
of  the  Labor  Ministers  and  members  be. 
longing  to  the  Trade  Union  section  of 
the  Labor  Party.  Among  the  fraternal 
delegates  were  representatives  from  the 
French  Confederation  Oenerale  du  Tra- 
vail, the  Co-operative  Congress,  the 
Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress, 
and  the  two  fraternal  delegates  from 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  Pres- 
ident Samuel  Qompers  and  myself. 

The  Mayor,  Councillor  B.  J.  Hulse,  at- 
tended the  openiog  of  the  leaiion  snd 
offered  the  Congress  a  civic  welcome. 

The  President,  in  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress, congratulated  the  delegates  on  the 
Congress  having  attained  its  jubilee  un- 
char  eircumstances  that,  in  spite  of  dif- 
ficult, disheartening  and  uncongenial  in- 
dustrial and  economic  influences  and  con- 
ditions associated  with  four  years  of  a 
world  war,  found  them  numerically 
stronger  than  they  had  ever  been  since 
the  trade  union  movement  was  initiated. 
He  hoped  their  Jubilee  year  would  mark 
a  bold  and  vigorous  step  towards  the 
building  of  International  Trade  Union 
organization.  He  endorsed  the  view  that 
Internationalism  had  not  yet  failed,  be- 
lieTing  that  fully  rapresentative  interna- 
tionalism had  not  yet  been  tried.  In 
this  connection  attention  was  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
had  within  recent  months  taken  active 
steps  with  the  object  of  making  the 
Trades  Union  Congress  Parliamentary 
Committee  the  Central  Bureau  for  Brit- 
ish Sections  of  International  Trade 
Union  Federations,  a  function  hereto- 
fore exercised  by  the  General  Federa- 
tion of  Trade  Unions. 

The  President  then  proceeded  to  deal 
with  the  political  labor  position  as  af- 
fected by  the  proposal  for  an  exclusive- 
ly trade  union  labor  party.  "The  Inter- 
ests of  our  members  are  such,"  he  pro- 
ceeded, "that  It  Is  a  matter  of  life  and 
death  to  us  that  the  nolltlcal  machine, 
as  represented  by  the  Labor  Party,  and 


the  industrial  machine,  as  personified  in 
this  Congress,  should  operate  in  unison." 

A  phase  of  their  movement  demanding 
early  attention  was  the  innumerable 
cases  of  complaints  of  societies  over- 
lapping in  their  membership  and  aetivitiea. 
He  f^it  that  this  trouble  was  bound  to 
increase  as  time  passed.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  true  solution,  would  come 
with  the  establishing  of  one  trade  union 
onlv,  embracing  all  classes  of  workers, 
with  officials  and  departments  devoted  to 
the  special  work  for  which  they  were 
most  fitted  by  occupation  and  training. 

Dealing  with  the  war.  he  said:  "The 
sword,  with  all  its  attendant  horrors, 
had  been  tried  for  four  terrible  years 
and  surely  it  was  not  too  much  to  claim  that 
we,  who  ought  to  be  free  to  suggest  sup- 
plementary methods  of  settlement  (which 
the  soldiers  and  active  belligerents  on 
each  side  are  not  allowed  to  do*  although 
making  the  greatest  sacrifices  of  us  all), 
should  be  on  the  alert  to  discover  some 
method  of  bringing  the  world  back  to 
peace  and  righteousness. 

"It  is  the  duty  of  aU  of  us  to  take 
advantage  of  every  opportunity  that  may 
present  itself  for  terminating  the  awful 
tragedy  that  has  enveloped  us  for  four 
years. "^  Continuing,  he  said,  "I  firmly  be- 
lieve that  whatever  may  have  been  the 
causes  of  the  outbreak  of  this  war,  the 
peoples  of  Europe  who  are  necessarily 
the  chief  sufferers  from  its  horrors,  had 
themselves  no  hand  in  it. 

"All  war  is  cruel  and  inhuman  in  a 
greater  or  lesser  degree,  and  our  aim 
should  be  to  get  the  peoples  of  the 
world  to  reason  together,  rather  than 
slaughter  each  other,  as  a  means  of 
settling  their  disputes.  This  is  why  I 
advocate  internationalism  between  the 
workers  of  the  world." 

The  President  formally  moved  a  reso- 
lution heartily  congratulating  the  Army, 
Navy  and  Air  Forces  on  their  magnificent 
devotion  and  courage  and  expressing 
confidence  that  the  bravery  shown  and 
suffering  endured  will  in  the  near  fu- 
ture secure  a  lasting  and  triumphant 
peace  for  the  peoples  of  the  world.  The 
motion  was  unanimously  aifirmed,  and 
it  was  decided  to  wire  it  to  the  com- 
manders of  the  British  Naval,  Military 
and  Air  Forces.  Replies  were  received 
from  Field  Marshal  Haig  and  Admiral 
Sir  David  Beatty,  expressing  hearty  ap- 
preciation of  the  message. 

The  first  day's  session  closed  with  the 
adoption  of  resolutions  asking  the  Gov. 
emment  to  effect  legislation  to  guarantee 
an  adequate  allowance  to  all  widows  and  de- 
pendents sufficient  for  their  maintenance  and 
education  necessary  for  creating  efficient  citi- 
sens  on  the  principle  of  the  scheme  lor 
mothers'  pensions  now  in  operation  in  a  num- 
ber of  the  States  in  this  country;  also, 
that  the  State  should  at  once  make  ade- 
quate provision  free  from  the  taint  of 
pauperism  for  the  support  of  all  widows 
and  fatherless  children  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  years;  and  in  favor  of  the  direct 
taxation  of  land  values. 

We  attended  a  luncheon  party  during  the 
noon  recess  arranged  by  the  British  Em- 
pire Merchant  Seamen's  League  in  a  great 
marquee  in  the  market  place.  The  more 
than  ope  thousand  guests  assembled 
were  addressed  by  Mr.  W.  M.  Hughes, 
the  Prime  Minister     of     the  Australian 
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Commonwealth*  and  Mr.  Samuel  Gom- 
pers,  and  Mr.  Hftveloek  Wilson  of  the  Sea- 
men's Union,  whose  vigoroos  and  militant 
appeal  aroused  much  enthusiasm. 

The  following  day,  the  Trade  Union 
Congress  by  a  unanimous  vote  demanded 
the  practice  of  allowing  the  Army  and 
for  service  to  accept  musical  engage- 
ments for  private  speculators  at  a  time 
when  every  available  man  is  required  at 
the  front  and  while  civil  musicians  up  to 
fifty  years  of  age  were  being  called  n'om 
their  emplyomeht  as  musicians. 

A  motion  was  passed  unanimously  de- 
claring that  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  authority  in  all  matters  of 
national  legislation  and  finance  and  that 
a  hereditary  body  such  as  the  House  of 
Lords  should  be  abolished. 

Another  motion  unanimously  adopted 
Instructed  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
of  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  to 
endeavor  to  secure  full  measure  of  civil  free- 
dom for  all  civil  service  employees. 

The  Congress  placed  itself  on  record 
as  favoring  the  Internationalization  of  rail- 
ways, mines  and , minerals. 

The  subject  of  the  amalgamation  of  all 
trade  unions  was  introduced  through  a 
motion  "That  the  Parliamentary  Com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  take  action  on 
the  question  of  the  amalgamation  of  all 
trades  In  Great  Britain  with  a  view  to 
the  organisation  of  all  ^workers  under 
one  heading,  having  for  its  Executive 
Committee  the  Parliamentary  Commit- 
tee and  giving  to  all  districts  local  au. 
tonomy  in  all  district  matters.'*  No 
roll  call  was  taken,  the  proposition  be- 
ing defeated  by  an  overwhelming  viva 
voce  vote. 

One  of  the  most  spirited  debates  dur- 
ing the  convention  arose  over  the  ques- 
tion of  establishing  a  trade  union  labor 
party,  i.  e.,  a  distinct  political  labor 
party  composed  of  trade  unionists  only 
and  controlled  by  the  British  Trade 
Union  Congress.  The  debate  Indicated 
that  some  of  the  trade  union  officials 
were  opposed  to  the  action  of  the  labor 
party  in  opening  still  wider  the  doors 
of  membership  so  as  to  include  all  menial 
and  brain  workers.  Their  opposition 
seemed  to  be  based  upon  the  thought 
that  accretion  in  membership  secured 
through  this  policy  would  interfere  to  a 
considerable  degree  with  the  trade  union- 
ists' control  of  the  program  of  the  Labor 
Party  and  the  trade  union  representa- 
tion in  Parliament.  Their  opinion  seemed 
to  be  that  a  labor  party  composed  ex- 
clusively of  trade  unionists,  though  hav- 
ing a  smaller  representation  in  Parlia- 
ment, might  more  truly  represent  trade 
unionists  and  might  mor*^  exclusively 
labor  for  their  interests.  The  Congress 
was  opposed  to  the  establishment  of  a 
purely  trade  union  labor  party,  and 
there  was  also  In  evidence  a  stronar  sen- 
timent that  regardless  of  the  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  proposition.  It  would  bd 
most  unwise,  while  war  was  In  prosrress, 
to  take  any  step  which  would  tend  to 
divide  the  ranks  of  labor  politically,  or 
weaken  the  effectiveness  of  the  Labor 
Party. 

Much  of  the  work  of  -the  Congress  con- 
sisted of  considering-  and  debating  In- 
structions to  the  Parliamentary  Commit- 
tee relative  to  legislation  which  was  de. 


sired  or  relative  to  instructions  to  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  to  assist  Id 
securing  adjustment  of  questions  arising 
through  the  Oovemment's  administrative  ac- 
tifitiea. 

Owing  to  a  great  increase  \n  the  mem- 
bership of  anUiated  unions,  a  motion 
was  adopted  that  in  the  future  repre- 
sentation should  be  based  upon  one  dele- 
J  rate  for  each  4,000  members  or  a  ma- 
ority  thereof. 

A  resolution  "Urging  upon  the  Oov- 
emment  the  danger  of  introducing  legis- 
lation having  for  its  object  the  Imposi- 
tion of  tariffs  upon  imports  either  as  a 
means  for  raising  national  revenue  or 
for  the  purpose  of  preference  to  Domin- 
ions or  Allied  countries  or  for  so-called 
protection  of  Industry  under  the  policy 
of  reconstruction"  was  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  moved  recording  the 
condemnation  of  the  brutal  murders  and 
robbery  of  British  and  neutral  seamen 
on  the  sea  by  the  commanders  and  crews 
of  German  l7-boats,  and  expressing  the 
opinion  "that  there  can  be  no  peace  by 
negotiation  with  a  nation  that  attempts 
to  Justify  such  abominable  crimes  as 
those  committed  on  the  high  seas;  be  it 
therefore,  rssolved,  that  for  a  period  of 
five  years  to  have  no  intercourse  with 
the  German  nation  unless  the  people 
take  full  parliamentary  control  over  the 
Blaiser  and  Qovernment,  and  make  full 
reparation  for  the  crimes  committed." 
Upon  vote,  the  resolution  was  lost  by  a 
proportion  of  about  8  to  1. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  the  Congress 
was  addressed  by  the  fraternal  delegates. 
Mr.  Samuel  Gompers,  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  received 
a  rousing  welcome  when  he  arose  to 
speak.  He  said  In  part:  "I  have  not  al- 
ways been  in  accord  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain.  I  was  not  with 
the  British  Government  in  the  Boer  War. 
I  could  not  agree  with  the  old  Govern- 
ments with  regard  to  their  conduct  to- 
wards Ireland,  but  the  Albion  of  old  days 
was  not  the  Britain  of  today.  The  fact 
that  a  few  short  years  after  conquering 
the  Boers  they  had  helped  them  to  be  a 
self-governing  people,  and  a  few  short 
years  thereafter  these  men  gave  their 
lives  and  their  wealth  for  the  mother 
country  was  a  great  tribute  to  Great 
Britain.     (Cheers.) 

•*In  this  world  crisis  our  movement  has 
stood  unswervingly  from  its  beginning  for 
international  peace.  But  how  any  of  us 
could  believe  in  international  peace  when 
a  ruthless  marauder  let  his  hordes  loose 
upon  peace-loving  peoples,  aiming  at  the 
destruction  of  democracies  and  desiring 
world  domination — ^how  any  one  could 
long  hold  the  Ideas  of  International  peace 
without  victory  when  that  was  going  on. 
Is  far  beyond  my  ken. 

"Labor  Is  in  this  war  not  because  of 
the  love  for  it.  The  men  In  uniform  in 
Great  Britain  and  France  are  not  rep- 
restatives    of   militarism.  (Obaers.) 

Th«v  are  civilians  taken  out  of  their 
daily  avocations.  My  heart  Is  wrung 
when  I  hear  of,  or  s*»e  a  human  being 
hurt  even  in  the  slightest  degree.  I  hate 
the  thought  of  killing,  but  unless  we  de- 
fend our  wives  and  our  children,  unless 
we  are  worthy  to  fight  in  defense  of  the 
ideals  and  the  democracy  and  the  free- 
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dom  for  which  the  men  of  long  ago  and 
the  men  of  the  recenf  past  have  dared  to 
do  and  to  sufter  and  die,  we  would  be 
unworthy  of  the  great  heritage  placed  In 
our  hands  and  unfit  to  enjoy  -the  bless- 
ings of  a  free  country.     (Cheers.) 

"I  would  not  prolong  this  war  one  min- 
ute longer  than  necessary  to  make  the 
world  a  safe  and  decent  place  to  live 
in;  but  I  may  say  this*  that  I  would  be 
unwilling  to  shorten  it  one  hour  if  it 
meant  that  autocracy  and  militarism 
shall  be  spared  and  revived  to  bring  on 
us  another  war  in  the  next  decade. 
(Cheers.) 

"As  for  my  part,  my  address  was 
mainly  in  the  direction  of  conveying  to 
the  workers  of  Great  Britain  the  unal- 
terable attitude  of  American  labor  to 
stand  100  per  cent,  behind  the  (Govern- 
ment to  win  the  war  for  freedom.  Jus- 
tice and  democracy.  I  made  it  plain 
that  it  was  the  belief  of  the  American 
workers  that  America  entered  the  war 
to  end  war  for  all  time." 

We  returned  to  London  from  Derby  to 
await  the  opening  of  the  Inter»Altied  La- 
bor Conference  to  convene  on  Septem- 
ber 17th.  With  a  little  leisure  time  on  our 
hands,  some  of  the  party  visited  the 
Grand  Fleet  and  Scotland,  and  Brother 
Kennedy,  the  delegate  from  the  Canad- 
ian Trade  Union  Oongress,  and  myself, 
visited  Ireland,  the  land  of  our  ances- 
tors. The  details  of  the  Inter-Allied  La- 
bor 0>ngres8,  which  later  held  its  ses- 
sions, will  be  given  In  a  separate  report. 
On  these  sessions  being  over,  we  went 
from  London  to  Southampton  by  auto- 
mobile, stopping  on  the  way  at  Win- 
chester, where  was  located  the  mobilisa- 
tion camp  of  the  American  Army.  Here 
we  were  received  by  the  commanding  of- 
ficer in  charge,  and  after  spending  a  few 
hours  studying  the  immense  prepara- 
tions under  way  which  were  destined  to  be 
a  vital  power  In  freeing  the  world  from 
the  imperialistic  menace  of  the  Kaiser 
and  militarism,  we  left  for  Southampton 
to  take  a  ^«ssel  for  France. 

When  we  left  Southampton  the  night 
was  dark,  pitchy  dark.  Silently,  stealth- 
ily and  with  every  light  shut  ofP,  we 
steamed  down  the  salient  into  the  Eng- 
lish Clhannel.  The  stillness  was  tense, 
painful,  almost  uncanny.  Not  a  loud 
word  was  spoken,  life-belts,  were  hur- 
riedly attached.  Everything  else  was  done 
that  human  wisdom  could  devise  for  safety, 
for  we  wera  in  a  most  danfrerous  submarine 
tone.  When  the  weary  nifcht  had  nearly 
worn  itself  awav,  just  before  the  dawn,  a 
sense  of  glad  relief  canva  to  us  when  we  saw 
the  welcome  lights  of  La  Havre,  France. 
Shortly  after  making  the  harbor  in 
safetv  we  took  a  train  for  Paris  to  be- 
gin the  work  of  the  American  Labor 
Mission,  which  later  carried  us  to  other 
parts   of  France  and   to   Italy. 

WILLIAM  J.  BOWEN. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  International  Labor  Relations. 

President  Gtompers:  The  Fraternal 
Delegates  from  the  British  Trades  Union 
Congress  will  address  the  convention 
Thursday  morning. 

Delegate  Frey  (J.  P.),  read  the  fol- 
lowing report: 


BBPOBT    OF    THB    AMBKZCAH   FBDBKA- 

TION  OF  LABOB  MISSION  TO  OBBAT 

BBITAIN,  FBANOB  AHD  ITALT. 

The  St  Paul  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  convened  daring  the  moat 
crucial  period  of  the  atupendoos  world  eon- 
fliet.  After  four  yeara  of  privations  and 
horrors  of  war,  a  certain  degree  of  paoilism 
in  the  European  allied  countries,  no  doubt  the 
outgrowth  of  "war  weariness,"  and  en- 
couraged by  enemy  propaganda,  began  to 
cause  some  apprehension. 

The  report  of  the  American  Federatton 
of  Labor  Mission  Just  returning  to  the  United 
Statee  with  first-hand  information  from  war- 
ridden  Europe,  pointed  out  and  strssacd  the 
importance  of  impressing  upon  the  workers 
of  the  allied  conntriea  American  Labor's  pledge 
to  work,  sacrifice  and  fight  until  (Serman  mfl- 
itarism  and  autocracy  were  overwhelmed,  and 
also  conveyed  an  invitation  to  President  Gom- 
.  pers  from  repreaentative  labor  and  govern- 
ment officials  of  England,  France  and  Italy  to 
visit  their  conntriea. 

The  convention  approved  the  r^Mrt  with 
the  result  that  President  (Sompers  was  au- 
thorised and  instructed  to  proceed  to  as  many 
of  the  allied  countries  as  possible  with  sneh 
assistants  as  he  deemed  necessary. 

Recalling  the  many  eacpressions  of  regret 
because  of  the  impossibility  on  account  of 
insufiieient  notice  for  a  delegation  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  attend  the 
inter'^Ulied  conference  in  London  in  February, 
1918,  President  (Rompers  cabled  Mr.  Ar> 
thur  Henderson  that  an  American  Federation 
of  Labor  delegation  was  coming  to  Europe 
and  could  attend  an  inter-allied  conference  If 
one  was  called.  The  result  was  the  speedy 
decision  of  the  joint  committees  of  the  labor 
party  and  the  Parliamentary  committee  of  the 
British  Trade  Union  Congress  and  the  Con- 
federation (general  du  Travail  to  call  an  fn- 
ter-allied  conference  to  be  held  in  London 
about  the  middle  of  September  to  which  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  was  invited 
to  send  delegates. 

Guarding  all  arrangements  with  the  utmost 
secrecy  on  account  of  the  submarine  perfl 
which  was  then  at  its  height,  the  commission 
was  finally  made  up  as  follows: 

Mr.  Samuel  (3ompers,  President,  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor. 
Mr.  John  P.  Frey,  Editor.  International 
Iron  Molders'  Journal. 
Mr.  0.  L.  Baine,  Secretary,  Boot  and 
Shoe  Workers'  Union. 
Mr.  Edgar  Wallace,  Editor,  Journal  of 

the  United  Mine  Workers. 
Mr.    W.    J.    Bowen,    President,    Brick- 
layers, Masons  and  Plasterers'   Inter- 
national Union. 

Passage  waa  secured  on  the  troop-ship 
"Missanable"  and  the  Mission  sailed  from 
an  "Atlantic  Port"  to  an  "English  port" 
(New  York  to  Liverpool).  Lower  New 
York  Bay  served  as  a  rendesvous  for  thirteen 
other  artistically  camouflaged  troop-shlpa 
carrying  forty  thousand  American  fighting 
boys,  and  the  fleet,  under  heavy  convoy,  start- 
ed its  uncertain  zig-zag  course  August  15th. 
Thu  anti-submarine  precautions,  such  as  clos- 
ing all  doors  and  port-holes  during  the  in- 
tensely hot  nights,  wearing  on  deck  and  carry- 
ing at  all  other  times  the  reguUtion  life  pre- 
servers   and    frequent   life-boat   drills,    cauaed 
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miieh  discomfort  and  acnred  m  a  constant  ro- 
minder  of  th«  motderoas  undcc-sea  pirates. 

Many  courtesies  were  shown  our  mission 
while  aboard  hj  the  captain  and  other  oA- 
cers — the  purser  placing  his  room  at  our  dis- 
posal for  our  almost  daily  conferences.  These 
oi&oers  had  brouirht  us  safely  through  the 
submarivd  infested  sea,  the  dangers  of  this 
passage  being  visibly  impressed  upon  us 
when  we  were  informed  a  few  days  later  that 
the  good  ship  "Missanable"  was  torpedoed 
and  sunk  with  a  loss  of  many  lives  eight 
hours  after  she  left  Li^^rpool  for  the  return 
trip  to  the  United  States. 

We  were  welcomed  at  the  dock  by  the  Lord 
Mayor  of  Liverpool  and  the  United  States 
Consul,  after  which  we  proceeded  directly  to 
London. 

Enroute,  Mr.  Oompers  prepared  the  fol- 
lowing statement  for  the  press: 

"The  American  Labor  Mission  has  come  to 
Great  Britain  and  expects  to  go  to  France 
and  Italy  to  bring  a  message  of  good  will, 
co-operation  and  determination  to  the  workers 
of  the  three  countries  to  aid  in  strengthening 
the  bonds  of  unity  that  we  may  all  stand 
behind  our  tespective  democratic  govern- 
ments to  win  the  war  for  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy." 

The  conditions  which  had  developed  in 
Great  Britain  and  which  were  causing  both 
anxiety  and  hope  at  tho  time  of  our  arrival, 
are  herewith  submitted  from  a  British  view- 
point as  expressed  in  an  editorial: 

'  'The  decisive  part  which  the  United  States 
is  playing  in  the  war  would  not  have  been 

CMsible  without  the  loyal  cooperation  of  the 
bor  organizations.  From  the  moment 
that  the  President  adopted  an  active  policy 
against  Germany,  they  entered  heartily  into 
his  plans  and  in  every  branch  of  war  work 
they  are  rendering  services  of  vital  import- 
ance. Mr.  Gompers,  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  several 
colleagues,  arrived  in  London  yesterday  on 
a  mission  to  the  trade  unionists  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Italy,  and  we  are  sure 
that  their  enthusiasm  and  determination  will 
have  a  stimulating  effect.  The  great  ma- 
jority of  the  working  classes  in  all  the  al- 
lied countries  are  sound,  but  there  is  also 
in  all  of  them  a  small  but  noisy  and  trou- 
blesome minority  of  Bolsheviks  and  Pacifists 
who  want  the  war  ended  on  almost  any 
terms.  Many  of  the  leaders  of  this  minor- 
i^  are  not  working  men,  but  professional 
agitators  who  are  exploiting  the  workers 
for  their  own  advantage.  In  the  United 
States,  however,  Bolshevik  principles  are 
energetically  repudiated  and  the  American 
Labor  Mission  may  do  something  to  stamp 
them  out  of  the  allied  countries.  Mr. 
Gompers  states  that  he  has  come  to  meet 
all  the  accredited  representatives  of  the 
trades  unions  to  learn  their  point  of  view, 
and  also  to  press  upon  them  the  view  which 
prevails  in  the  United  States.  There  is  no 
wavering  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
no  longing  for  an  indecisive  peace,  no  fear 
of  humiliating  Germany  too  much.  Mr. 
Gompers  says:  'We  are  unalterably  deter- 
mined to  stand  by  the  position  maintained 
by  our  Republic  and  that  of  the  AUies  until 
the  very  end — until  the  war  is  won' — and 
he  added  the  assurance  that  this  is  the 
unanimous  decision  of  the  organized  labor 
movement,  as  well  as  of  all  ranks  of  the 
American  people.     He  agrees  with  the  Presi- 


dent that  force  to  the  utmost  must  be  used 
until  Germany  acknowledges  defeat  and  sub- 
mits to  conditions  which  will  attone  to 
some  extent  for  her  monstrous  crimes,  and 
ensure  a  permanent  peace.  Mr.  Gompers 
showed  wisdom  and  patriotism  in  refusing 
to  give  any  countenance  to  the  proposals 
made  by  certain  Labor  leaders  in  England 
and  France  for  a  conference  with  the  So- 
cialists of  the  Central  Powers  to  discuss  war 
aims.  Such  informal  negotiations  could 
only  create  misunderstanding.  encourage 
Pacifism,  and  embarrass  the  allied  Govern- 
ments. So  far  as  the  German  Socialists 
are  concerned,  there  b  no  substantial  dif- 
ference between  them  and  the  Pan-Germans. 
They  have  given  their  rulers  constant  sup- 
port throughout  the  war.  They  have  never 
condemned  the  invasion  of  Belgium  nor 
called  for  its  evacuation.  On  the  contrary, 
Herr  Sclvdidermann  has  endorsed  the  view 
that  Germany,  while  evacuating  Belgium, 
must  retain  economic  and  military  control 
of  it;  and  as  regards  the  compensation  for 
the  terrible  losses  and  suffering  inflicted 
upon  it^  he  proposes  that  it  should  come  out 
of  an  international  fund,  as  if  all  the  bel- 
ligerents were  equally  responsible— Great 
Britain,  which  came  to  the  defense  of  Bel- 
gium, as  much  as  Germany  which  wantonly 
invaded  and  devastated  it.  Tbd  German  So- 
cialists have  also  approved  of  the  infamous 
terms  dictated  to  Russia  at  Brest-Litovsk, 
and  Roumania  at  Bucharest.  Yet.  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Henderson,  misled  by  his  friend  Mr. 
Troelstra,  asserted  that  the  German  Social- 
ists had  accepted  the  Labor  Party's  Memo- 
randum on  War  Aims.  Mr.  Troelstra  is  a 
tool  of  Germany  and  our  Government  acted 
wisely  in  refusing  to  issue  passports  to  La- 
bor delegates  to  meet  him  in  Switserland. 
If  Mr.  Gompers  and  his  colleagues  can  urge 
British  and  French  Socialism  of  the  Bol- 
shevism and  Pacifism  which  are  enfeebling 
and  corrupting  it,  they  will  add  to  the  debt 
which  all  the  Allies  owe  them  for  their 
strenuous  support  of  their  Government  in 
tiie  great  efforts  that  it  is  making  to  hasten 
victory." 

Arriving  in  London  we  were  met  by  a 
number  of  prominent  trade  union  leaders. 
The  day  following  we  were  guests  of  the 
British  Government  at  an  official  x^aception 
luncheon  at  which  more  than  one  hundred  of 
Great  Britain's  most  representative  men 
from  all  ranks  wena  present.  In  proposing 
Mr.  Gompers'  health.  Prime  Minister  Lloyd 
George  said   in  part: 

"My  task  is  to  offer  welcome  to  our  emi- 
nent guests.  I  do  so  for  two  reasons,  one 
is  for  the  country  which  they  come  from 
and  which  they  represent  at  this  moment, — 
a  great  country,  a  country  cradled  in  free- 
dom and  nurtured  in  freedom,  a  country 
which  has  been  the  refuge  of  millions  in 
many  generations  who  have  fled  from  po- 
litical and  economic  servitude  in  many  lands 
and  a  country  which  is  true  to  its  great  tra- 
ditions; the  protector  of  freedom  in  the  un- 
dertaking which  it  has  taken  upon  itvdlf  to 
place  the  whole  of  its  resources  at  the  dis- 
posal of  this  great  struggle  for  liberty,  the 
greatest  the  world  has  ever  seen.  We  wel- 
come them  for  the  great  country  they  rep- 
resent. We  salute  the  flag  of  their  glorious 
country. 

"We  welcome  them  for  their  own  sakes. 
They  are  the  ofRcial  leaders  of  the  great 
labor  community  of  America.  Samuel  Gom- 
pers is  one  of  the  few  international  names, 
one  of  the  few  names  which  is  as  well  known 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMERICAN    FEDERATION    OF    LABOR 


209 


in  foreign  eoimtriet  m  it  is  in  his  own 
country.  If  1  msy  say  so,  fa«  is  ss  well 
known  as  tho  Mississippi.  I  think  I  may 
claim  him  almost  as  a  kindred  spirit.  He 
is  one  of  the  very  few  people  who  approved 
of  me  before  the  war.  For  me  his  presence 
is  doubly  welcome.  He  and  I  had  very 
largely  the  same  ideas.  We  conceived  that 
we  were  flffhtinff  the  same  battle,  and  he 
and  I,  when  the  war  came,  in  the  trne  Chris- 
tian spirit,  have  forgiven  the  people  who 
disapproved  of  as  and  we  are  fully  prepared 
to  cooperate  with  them  for  the  attainment 
of  the  ideals  we  have  always  fought  for. 

"He  has  devoted  his  life  and  his  great 
abilities  to  democratic  progress.  He  is 
fighting  the  same  battle  now  in  this  war  as 
he  was  fighting  before  it.  It  is  not  that  he 
has  changed  his  mind;  it  is  not  that  he  has 
changed  his  direction;  it  is  not  that  he  has 
altered  his  purpose;  it  is  not  that  he  has 
started  a  new  career.  He  is  pursuing  the 
same  purpose.  He  is  climbing  toward  the 
same  ideals.  He  is  struggling  for  the  same 
aims  that  he  devoted  his  honorable  career 
to  before  the  war. 

"In  this  war  men  of  all  classes  have  con- 
tributed. They  have  contributed  in  sacri- 
fice. They  have  contributed  in  suifering. 
There  has  been  no  distinction  of  class  In  this 
land  during  the  war.  For  all  that  I  say 
without  hesitation  that  victory  in  this  war 
(and  here  I  may  say  Mr.  Gompers  will  agree 
with  me)  means  more  for  those  earning  their 
bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow  than  any 
other  class." 

One  of  our  first  requests  was  that  arrange- 
ments be  made  to  visit  the  hospital  at  Dart- 
month  where  a  number  of  wounded  American 
boys   from   the   front   were   being   cared    for. 

The  trip  was  arranged  for  the  day  after  our 
arrivaL  Those  wounded  boys,  able  to  do  so, 
assembled  on  the  lawn  to  hear  messages  o/ 
praise  and  cheer  from  the  members  of  the 
mission  and  to  receive  American  flags.  Bed 
Cross  packages,  cigarettes  and  so  fortn. 
which  we  brought.  We  then  visited  the 
various  wards  giving  words  of  sympathy  and 
encouragement  from  "Home." 

The  week  of  September  1-7  was  spent  in 
Derby,  where  the  British  Trade  Union  Con- 
gress was  in  session  and  which  President 
Gompers  and  Mr.  William  J.  Bowen  attend- 
ed as  fraternal  delegatee  from  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor. 

In  the  interim  between  the  adjournment 
of  the  Darby  Conference  and  the  convening 
of  the  Inter-Allied  Labor  and  Socialist  Con- 
ference, the  Mission  took  advantage  of  the 
opportunity  to  visit  Scotland.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  do  more  than  visit  Edinburgh  and 
Glasgow.  At  Edinburgh,  the  assurance  of 
our  coming  was  conveyed  but  a  few  hours 
prior  to  our  arrival.  Yet  we  found  a  splen- 
did meeting  prepared  for  us.  Usher  Hall, 
the  largest  convention  hall  in  the  city,  was 
crowded  to  the  doors.  Each  of  the  members 
of  the  Mission  delivered  addresses.  It  was 
truly  a  representative  audience,  all  sections 
and  interests  in  Edinburgh  being  represented. 
The  Lord  Mayor  presided,  assisted  by  the 
officers  of  the  city  corporation  wearing  their 
full  official  regalia.  The  President  of  the 
Edinburgh  trades  council  was  the  official 
speaker,  closing  the  meeting  by  the  sub- 
mission of  a  resolution  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted  expressing  the  complete  ac- 
cord of  Edinburgh's  trade  unionists  with  the 
war  program  of  the  American  Fed»ratiop  of 
Labor. 


Before  leaving  Scotland  we  were  taken  to 
where  the  Grand  Fleet  lay  at  anchor.  After 
viewing  the  fleet  w«jpaid  our  respects  to  Ad- 
miral D.  Rodman,  U.  S.  N.,  on  board  his 
flagship,  the  New  Tork.  Later  we  were  re- 
ceived by  Admiral  Sir  David  Beatty  on  board 
his  flagship,  the  Queen  Elisabeth. 

The  Inter-Allied  Labor  and  Socialist  Con- 
ference convened  at  Central  Hall,  Westmin- 
ster, London,  September  17,  1918.  Eighty- 
two  dele'gates  were  seated,  among  whom  was 
the  delegation  from  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 

The  following  proposals  were  submitted  to 
the  conference  oy  your  delegates : 

* 'Proposals  of  American  Federation  of  Labor 
Deiagataa  to  Intar-AUied  Labor  Oonferanoe, 
London,  September  17,  18,  19,  1918. 
We  recognise  in  thia  World  War  the  con- 
flict  between   autocractic   and   democratic   in- 
stitutions; the  conteet  between  the  principles 
of  self-development   through    free   inatitutiona 
and    that    of    arbitrary    control    of    govern- 
ment   by    groups    or    individuals    for    selfish 
ends. 

It  is  therefore  essential  that  the  peoplea 
and  the  governments  of  all  countries  should 
have  a  full  and  definite  knowledge  of  the 
spirit  and  determination  of  this  Inter-Allied 
Conference,  representative  of  the  workers  of 
our  respective  countries,  with  reference  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  War. 

We  declare  it  to  be  our  unqualified  deter- 
mination to  do  all  that  lies  within  our 
power  to  assist  our  allied  countries  in  the 
marshalling  of  all  of  their  resources  to  the 
end  that  the  armed  forces  of  the  Central  Pow- 
ers may  be  driven  from  the  soQ  of  the  nations 
which  they  have  invaded  and  now  oc- 
cupy; and,  furthermore,  that  these  armed 
forces  shall  be  opposed  so  long  as  tuey  carry 
out  the  orders  or  respond  to  the  control  of 
the  militaristic  autocractic  governments  of  the 
Central  Powers  which  now  threaten  the  exla- 
tence  of  all  self-governing  people. 

This  conference  endorses  the  fourteen 
points  laid  down  by  President  Wilson  as 
conditions  upon  which  peace  between  the 
belligerent  nations  may  be  established  and 
maintained,   as   follows: 

(1) 

Open  covenants  of  peace  openly  arrived  at, 
after  which  there  shall  be  no  private  inter- 
national understandings  ef  any  kind,  but 
diplomacy  shall  proceed  always  frankly  and 
in   the   public   view: 

(2) 
Absolute  freedom  of  navigation  upon  the 
seaa  outalde  territorial  waters  alike  in  peace 
and  in  war,  except  as  the  seas  may  be  closed 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  international  action 
for  the  enforcement  of  international  cove- 
nants. 

(8) 
The  removal,  so  far  as  possible,  of  all  eco- 
nomic barriers  and  the  establishment  of  an 
equality  of  trade  oonditions  among  all  the 
nations  consenting  to  peace  and  associating 
itself  for  its  maintenance. 

(4) 
Adequate  guarantees,  given  and  taken,  that 
national    armaments    will    be    reduced    to    the 
lowest  point  consistent  with  domestic  safety. 
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(6) 
A  free,  open-minded,  and  absolutely  im- 
partial adjustment  of  all  Ck>lonial  claims, 
based  upon  a  strict  obseryance  of  the  princi- 
ple that  in  determining  all  such  questions  of 
soY^rei^ty  the  interests  of  the  populations 
eonoemed  must  bare  eoual  weiffht  with  tbe 
aauitable  claims  of  the  Goremment  wbose 
title  is  to  be  determined. 

(•) 

The  OTSCuation  of  all  Russisn  territory, 
and  such  a  settlement  of  all  questions  af- 
feetins  Bussia  as  will  secure  the  best  and 
freest  cooperation  of  the  other  nations  of  tbe 
world  in  obtaining  for  her  an  unhampered 
and  unembarrassed  opportunity  for  the  inde- 
pendent determination  of  her  own  political 
oevelopment  and  national  policy,  and  assure 
her  of  a  sincere  welcome  into  the  society  of 
free  nations  under  institutions  of  her  own 
choosinir;  and  more  than  a  welcome  assist- 
ance also  of  cTery  kind  that  she  may  need  and 
nay  herself  desire. 

The  treatment  accorded  Bossia  by  her  sis- 
ter nations  in  the  months  to  come  will  be 
the  acid  test  of  their  good  will,  of  their  com- 
prehension of  her  needs,  as  distinsnished  from 
their  own  interests,  and  of  their  intelli- 
ffent  and  unselfish  sympathy. 
(7) 

Belgium,  the  whole  world  will  agree,  must  be 
evacuated  and  restored  without  any  attempt 
to  limit  the  sovereignty  which  she  enjoys 
in  common  with  all  other  froa  nations.  No 
other  sinide  act  will  senre,  as  this  will  serve, 
to  restore  confidence  among  the  nations  m 
the  laws  which  they  have  themselves  set  and 
determined  for  the  government  of  their  re- 
lations with  one  another.  Without  this 
healing  act  the  whole  structure  and  validity 
of  international  law  is  forever  impaired. 

(8) 

An  French  territory  should  be  freed  and 
the  invaded  portions  restored,  and  the  wrong 
done  to  France  by  Prussia  in  1871  in  the 
matter  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  which  has  un- 
settled the  peace  of  the  world  for  nearly  50 
years,  should  be  righted  in  order  that  peace 
may  once  more  be  made  secure  in  tbe  in- 
terest of  all. 

(9) 

A  readjustment  of  the  frontiers  of  Italy 
should  be  eifected  along  clearly  recognisable 
lines    of   nationality. 

(10) 

The  peoples  of  Austria-Hungary,  whose 
place  among  the  nations  we  wish  to  see  safe- 
guarded and  assured,  should  be  accorded  the 
first  opportunity  of  autonomous  development. 

(11) 

Bumania,  Serbia,  and  Montenegro  should 
be  evacuated,  the  occupied  territories  re- 
stored, Serbia  accorded  free  and  secure 
access  to  the  sea,  and  the  relations  of  the 
several  Balkan  States  to  one  another  deter- 
mined by  friendly  counsel  along  historically 
established  lines  of  allegianoe  and  nation- 
ality, and  international  guarantees  of  the 
political  and  economic  independence  and  ter- 
ritorial integrity  of  the  several  Balkan 
States  should  be  entered  into. 
(12) 

The  Turkish  portions  of  the  present  Ot- 
toman Empire  should  be  assured  a  secure 
sovereignty,     but     the     other     nationalities 


which  are  now  under  Turkish  rule  should  be 
assured  an  undoubted  security  of  life  and 
an  absolutely,  unmolested  opportunity  of 
autonomous  development,  and  the  Darda- 
nelles should  be  permanently  opened  as  a 
free  passage  to  the  ships  and  commerce  of 
all    nations    under    international   guarantees. 

(18) 
An  independent  Polish  State  should  be 
erected,  which  should  include  the  territories 
inhabited  by  indisputably  Polish  popula- 
tions, which  should  be  assured  a  free  and 
secure  access  to  the  sea,  and  whose  political 
and  economic  independence  and  territorial 
integrity  should  be  guaranteed  by  interna- 
tional covenant. 

(14) 

A  general  association  of  nations  must  be 
formed  under  specific  covenanto  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affording  mutual  guarantees  of  po- 
litical independence  and  territorial  integrity 
to  great  and  small  States  alike. 

The  world  is  requiring  tremendous  sacri- 
fices of  all  the  peoples.  Because  of  their 
response  in  defense  of  principles  of  freedom 
the  peoples  have  earned  the  right  to  w^ 
out  all  vestiges  of  the  old  idea  that  the 
government    belongs     to    or    constitutes     a 

Sveming  class.  In  determining  issues 
it  will  vitally  aifect  the  lives  and  welfare 
of  millions  of  wage-earners.  Justice  requires 
that  they  should  have  direct  representation 
in  the  agencies  authorised  to  make  such 
decisions.     We,  therefore*  declare  that — 

In  the  official  delegations  from  each  of 
the  belligerent  countries  which  will  formu- 
late the  Peace  Treaty,  the  Workers  should 
have  direct  official  representetion ; 

We  declare  in  fkvor  of  a  World  Labor 
Congress  to  be  held  at  the  same  time  and 
place  as  the  Peace  Conference  that  wHI 
formulate  the  P^ace  Treaty  closing  the  War. 

We  declare  that  the  following  essentially 
fundamental  principles  must  underlie  the 
Peace  Treaty: 

A  league  of  the  free  peoples  of  the  world 
in  a  common  covenant  for  genuine  and 
practical  cooperation  to  secure  Justice  and 
therefore  peace  in  relations  between  nations. 

No  political  or  economic  restrictions 
meant  to  benefit  some  nations  and  to  cripple 
or  embarrass  others. 

No  reprisals  based  i|pon  purely  vindictive 
purposes,  or  deliberate  desire  to  injure,  but 
to  right  manifest  wrongs. 

Becognition  of  the  righto  of  small  nations 
and  of  the  principle.  'No  people  must  be 
forced  under  sovereignty  under  which  it 
does  not  wish  to  live.' 

No  territorial  changes  or  adjustment  of 
power  except  in  furtherance  of  the  welfare 
of  the  peoples  affected  and  in  furtherance  of 
world  peace. 

In  addition  to  these  basic  principles  there 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  Treaty  which 
shall  constitute  the  guide  of  nations  in  the 
new  p4eriod  and  conditions  into  which  we 
enter  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  following 
declarations  fundamentel  to  the  best  inter- 
este  of  all  nations  and  of  vital  importence 
to  wage-earners: 

That  in  law  and  in  practice  the  principle 
shall  be  recognised  that  the  labor  of  a 
human  being  is  not  a  commodity  or  article 
of   commerce. 

Involuntery  servitude  shall  not  exist  ex- 
cept as  a  punishment  for  crime  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 

The  right  of  free  association,  free  assem- 
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blase,  free  speech  and  free  preas  shall  not 
be  abridired.  . 

That  the  seamen  of  the  merchant  marme 
shaU  be  guaranteed  the  right  of  leaving 
their    yessels    when    the    same    are    in   safe 

No  article  or  commodity  shall  be  shipped 
or  delivered  in  international  commerce  in 
the  production  of  which  children  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  have  been  employed 
or  permitted  to  work.  .      ,      . 

It  shall  be  declared  that  the  basic  work- 
day in  industry  and  commerce  shall  not 
exceed  eight  hours  per  day. 

Trial   by   Jury    should  be   established. 
'  SAMUEL    GOMPBRS. 
JOHN   P.    FRBY, 
CHARLES    L.    BAINE     , 
WILLIAM    A.    BOWBN. 
EDGAB    WALLACE. 

The  American  delegation  was  represented 
upon  each  of  the  committees  and  their  activi- 
ties accomplished  so  much  toward  shaping  the 
final  policies  of  the  conference  that  some 
pacifists  and  semi-pacifists  present  asserted 
that  it  was  "a  Gompers  conference."  It  was 
apparent,  however,  that  the  soundness  and 
the  righteousness  of  the  policies  advocated  by 
tlM  American  Federation  of  Labor  were  the 
deciding  factor.  This  became  especially  evi- 
dent after  the  American  delegation  had  won 
its  contest  to  have  the  conference  open  to  the 
press  It  was  the  first  inter-allied  conference 
since  the  war  began  to  which  the  press  was 
admitted.  .     . 

All  of  the  proposals  submitted  by  your  rep- 
resentatives were  adopted  by  the  conference, 
though  not  without  considerable  effort  on 
their  part.  In  addition  to  this  your  repre- 
sentatives were  able  to  prevent  thw  adoption 
of  resolutions  which  in  effect  urged  the  ac- 
ceptance of  a  ••peace- without- victory"  pro- 
posal which  had  Just  bcon  advanced  by  Aus- 
tria. The  knowledge  that  the  American  trade 
union  movement  was  united  in  supporting  its 
government  in  the  winning  of  the  war  coupled 
with  the  knowledgpd  that  the  war  policy  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  had  been 
adopted  by  the  inter-allied  conference  un- 
questionably contributed  largely  to  weak- 
ening the  morale  in  enemy  countries  and 
hastening  the  day  of  their  collapse. 

Upon  leaving  London  Mr.  W.  H.  Buckler, 
of  the  American  Embassy  in  London,  was  as- 
siged  to  our  mission  and  accompanied  us 
during  our  visit  to  Belgium,  France  and 
Italy.  He  proved  of  great  assistance  in  pro- 
curing the  necessary  permits  to  travel  through 
the  battle  area  and  visit  the  different  cities 
in  France  and  Italy  where  your  mission 
deemed  it  advisable  that  meetings  and  con- 
ferences should  be  held.  After  returning  to 
America  we  learned  that  Mr.  Buckler  sub- 
mitted a  report  to  the  American  Embassy 
covering  the  results  accomplished  by  your  rep- 
resentatives. We  have  secured  permission  to 
reproduce  this  report  believing  that,  coming 
as  it  did  from  a  representative  American  who 
was  not  a  member  of  our  mission,  it  would 
indicate  more  effectively,  perhaps,  the  value 
of  our  aclivities  than  if  we  ourselves  should 
endeavor  to  sum  them  up.  Mr.  Buckler's  re- 
port was  as  follows: 

"On  September  28,  acting  under  ins  true* 
tions,  I  started  from  London  with  Mr.  Gom- 

Crs  and  his  five  colleagues  of  the  American 
ibor    Mission    who    were    about    to    visit 
France  and  Italy.     I  was   their  escort  dur- 


ing this  Journey  and  on  October  21  I  took 
leave  of  Mr.  Gompers  and  three  m«mbm  oi 
his  party  on  the  U.  S.  transport  anchored 
in  Brest  Harbor  which  was  to  convey  them 
to   the  United   States.  ^  ,■        , 

••At  Mr.  Gompers'  request,  I  remained  to 
France  one  week  longer  with  Messrs.  J.  P. 
Frey  and  Charles  L.  Baine,  two  members  of 
the  Mission  designated  by  Mr.  Gompers  to 
represent  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
at  an  executed  inter-allied  conference  called 
by  Mr.  Arthur  Henderson  to  meet  in  Paris 
on  October  26th.  This  conference,  however, 
was  made  impossible  by  the  seamen's  union 
embargo  on  October  25  and  did  not  after 
all  take  place. 

"On  October  27th  at  8  p.  m.,  I  left  Messrs. 
Frey  and  Baine  on  the  train  which  was  to 
take  them  from  Paris  to  Brest  and  on  the 
same  evening  I  started  for  London,  which  I 
reached   yesterday   afternoon. 

•'As  to  the  details  of  the  Missipn's  activities 
during  the  two  weeks  spent  in  France  and  the 
ten  days  in  Italy.  Mr.  Gompers  himself  will 
doubtless  give  information  as  soon  as  he 
arrives  in  Washington  this  wedc  I  will 
therefore  merely  summarise  here  such  im- 
pressions as  I  have  been  able  to  gather,  re- 
specting the  results  accomplished  by  the 
mission. 

1.  Honors  Paid  to  the  Mission  Unlqna 
"As  a  token  of  the  respect  paid  to  labor 
and  its  representatives  in  European  countries 
the  reception  everywhere  given  to  this  Mis- 
sion was  -absolutely  without  precedent.  No 
group  of  non-offlcial  persons  has  ever  before 
been  received  with  such  public  honors  and 
high  official  marks  of  distinction  as  vrere 
lavished  on  Mr.  Gompers  and  his  colleagues. 
A  list  of  them  would  be  tedious.  It  is  enough 
to  mention  that  they  included  an  informal 
open-air  luncheon  on  the  battlefield  of  Cam- 
bria with  Sir  D.  Haig.  the  British  Conamander- 
in-chief;  a  State  luncheon  at  the  French 
Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  a  luncheon 
at  the  Elysees  with  the  President  of  the 
French  Republic ;  a  dinner  with  General  Dias, 
the  Italian  Commander-in-Chief,  and  a  din- 
ner with  the  King  of  Italy  at  the  Royal  Villa 
near  Padua.  Wherever  the  Mission  went  it 
was  received  by  the  highest  personages  al- 
most exactly  as  though  it  had  been  officially 
representing  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

"These  facta  are  lik^  to  be  of  no  littie 
importance  in  the  future,  since  labor  men  will 
not  soon  forget  that  in  these  political  times 
they  have  even  without  credentials  been  rec- 
ognised as  representatives  of  a  great  demo- 
cratic state.  It  was  indeed  evident  that 
French  and  Italian  Socialist  Labor  Leaders 
appreciated  the  honors  paid  to  the  American 
Labor  Mission  as  reflecting  upon  themselves 
and  their  own  class.  When  the  American 
delegates  went  from  luncheon  at  the  Qua! 
D'Orsay  Palace  of  the  Ministry  of  Foreign 
Affairs  to  confer  with  the  Confederation  Gen 
erale  du  Travail  at  its  offices  in  the  working 
class  quarter  of  Paris,  the  French  laborer 
naturally  felt  that  he  was  receiving  a  share  of 
the  honors  paid  to  his  American  colleagues. 

2.    Direct    Resulto    Achieved. 

"The  good  effects  produced  by  the  Mission 
were  partly,  perhaps  mainly,  indirect  and 
of  a  kind  not  susceptible  of  being  catalogued. 
Among  its  direct  achievements,  however,  the 
foUowing    are    conspicuous : 

"(a)  Proof  that  organised  labor  in  the 
U.   S.  is  solidly  supporting  the  Govamment. 
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"This  was  particularly  valuable  in  Franea 
and  Italy  where  pacifist  labor  and  socialism 
have  declared  in  favor  of  President  Wilson's 
policy.  The  fact  that  American  Labor  said 
'we  support  the  President  and  we  are  with 
him  in  poshing  the  war  to  complete  victory* 
made  it  diftcolt  for  the  pacifists  to  criticise 
the  American  labor  attitude,  since  to  do  so 
would  have  stultified  their  pwn  claim  to  being 
loyal  supporters   of  the   President. 

"The  same  good  effect  was  produced  in 
England  'especially  during  the  Inter-AUied 
Conference  which  met  at  Westminster  on 
September  17-19.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  by  securing  publicity  of  the  proceedings 
and  moving  their  declaration  on  war  aims, 
which  included  an  endor^ament  of  the  Pres- 
ident's '14  points'  coupled  with  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  the  American  delegates 
forced  Henderson,  Thomas  and  other  British 
delegates  to  assume  a  vigorous  pro-war  atti- 
tude, and  do  disassociate  thmnselves  from  the 
views  of  men  like  Longuet,  leader  of  the 
French  majority  socialists.  Had  Henderson 
and  Thomas  not  assumed  a  distinctly  anti- 
pacifist  attitude,  they  would  have  placed  them- 
selves in  the  foolish  position  of  openly  antag- 
onizing Mr.  Gompers,  the  ardent  supporter 
of  President  Wilson  whom  Henderson  and 
Thomas  are  constantly  upholding. 

"(b)  Attacking  the  policy  of  the  'official' 
Italian  socialists  and  contradicting  their  mis- 
representations of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 

"In  several  of  the  Italian  speeches,  notably 
at  Rome,  Milan  and  Turin.  Mr.  Gompers 
denounced  the  false  statements  issued  by  the 
'Avanti'  regarding  himself  and  the  policy  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  He  showed 
that  the  'official'  socialists  were  afraid  to 
meet  the  American  mission  at  a  conference 
which  had  been  arranged  in  Turin,  and  at- 
tacked their  tsrrannical  dictation  under  which 
the  Mayor  of  Milan,  the  Confederazions  Gen- 
erale  del  Lahore  of  Milan  and  three  labor  rep- 
resentatives in  Turin  had  been  compelled  to 
avoid  all  contact  with  the  mission.  Mr.  Gom- 
pers' speeches  received  wide  publicity  through 
the   Italian   press. 

"(c)  Establishing  friendly  relations  with  the 
French  Confederacion  Generale  du  Travail, 
with  the  French  socialists,  and  with  the  pro- 
war  labor  and  socialist  groups  in  Italy. 

"The  mission  made  it  clear  that,  while 
strongly  opposed  to  internationalism  of  the 
German  type,  they  look  forward  eagerly  to 
promoting  after  the  war  cordial  international 
relations  between  all  organizations  of  work- 
ingmen  which  sincerely  endeavor  to  improve 
the  conditions  of  labor.  The  mission  showed 
itself  ready  to  confer  with  all  the  socialist 
members  of  tb»  French  chambers  or  even 
with  the  anti-war  socialists  in  Italy.  These 
latter,  however,  did  not  have  the  courage 
to  face  such  a  meeting. 

3.    Indirect    Results    Achieved 

"(a)  Strengthening  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
war  socialists  and  labor  men  in  France  and 
Italy  at  the  critical  moment  when  the  pos- 
sibility of  peace  came  suddenly  into  view  and 
when  firmness  among  the  allies  was  of  special 
importance. 

"In  this  respect  the  mission  performed  in 
France  and  Italy  the  same  function  which  it 
had  already  carried  out  in  England,  especially 
at  the  Inter-Allied  Labor  and  Socialist  Con- 
ference on  September  17  to  19,  1918;  that  is. 
it  gave  backbone  and  encouragement  to  the 
pro-war  socialist  and  labor  eleoMnts  which  are 


prepared  to  back  their  respective  government 
in  insisting  upon  complete  victory  over  mili- 
tarism. 

"Signer  Bissolati,  the  socialist  member  of 
the  Italian  cabinet,  on  three  occasions  ex- 
pressed his  personal  feeling  of  gratitude  to 
Mr.  Gompers  and  to  the  mission  for  having 
come  to  Italy  at  precisely  that  moment.  The 
same  thought  was  voiced  in  different  ways  on 
many  occasions  within  my  hearing  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  although  no  pacifists 
may  have  been  actually  converted  by  the 
mission,  its  visit  had  a  most  valuable  effect  in 
upholding  the  hands  of  pro-war  Italians  and 
in  determining  doubters  to  assume  a  pro-war 
attitude.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  at  none 
of  the  mass  meetings  addressed  by  Mr.  Gom- 
pers was  any  dissent  expressed  among  the 
audience.  The  only  exception  was  at  Turin 
(the  center  of  Italian  pacifism  and  'giolit- 
tism')  where  about  1,600  people  listened  to 
Mr.  (jompers  in  an  open  gallery  similar  to  the 
London  'Burlington.  Arcade,'  because  all  the- 
aters and  halls  had  been  closed  on  account 
of  the  'grippe.'  Even  in  this  audience,  to 
which  hostile  pacifists  might  easily  have  had 
access,  there  was  only  a  slight  outburst  of 
hissing,  which  lasted  not  more  than  a  minute, 
and  the  audience,  which  stood  patiently  for 
over  an  hour  closely  packed  together  in  the 
gallery,  cheered  all  the  pro-war  sentiments 
uttered  by  Mr.  Gompers  and  Mr.  Frey.  It 
is  also  remarkable  that  the  official  associations 
were  so  afraid  of  the  mission  that  they  fore- 
bade  their  supporters,  as  mentioned  above, 
to  have  any  contact  with  Mr.  (Sompers  or  his 
colleagues.  These  facts  show  with  what 
salutary  respect  the  mission  was  regarded  by 
pacifist   elements   in    Italy. 

"The  news  of  the  first  (Serman  note,  re- 
questing an  armistice  and  intimating  an 
agreement  with  the  President's  '14  Points' 
reached  Rome  at  noon  on  October  6,  the  very 
day  on  which  the  mission  arrived  there. 
From  that  moment  Mr.  Gompers  devoted  an 
important  part  of  all  the  speeches  which  he 
delivered  in  Italy  to  warning  the  Italian 
public  against  showing  weakness  or  undue 
anxiety  for  peace.  The  fact  that  the  mere 
announcement  on  October  6  of  the  German 
peace  move  produced  strikes  and  disorder 
in  Milan.  Turin  and  Florence,  shows  that 
these  warnings  of  the  American  Mission  were 
much   needed. 

"(b)  Demonstrating  that  the  attitude  of 
vigorous  and  mUitant  labor  leaders  need  not 
necessarily  be  hostile  to  the  government  of 
their   own   country. 

"Colonel  Grossi,  head  of  the  press  section  of 
the  Italian  (Seneral  Staff,  remarked  to  me  that 
in  his  opinion  one  of  the  most  permanent  and 
valuable  results  of  tfaie  mission  would  be  to 
show  in  a  striking  way  to  the  Italian  working 
man  that  representatives  of  labor,  who  haa 
achieved  great  victories  for  the  class  which 
they  represented,  were  sufllciently  broad- 
minded  and  statesmanlike  to  support  the 
government  of  their  country  when  they  be- 
lieved its  policy  to  be  sound.  He  said  that  to 
Italian  labor,  which  was  apt  to  believe  only 
in  revolutionaries,  ioonodasts  and  enemies  of 
its  own  government,  this  demonstration  could 
not  fail  to  be  extremely  instructive. 

"(c)  Showing  that  the  U.  S.  (Sovemment 
honors  the  representatives  of  its  labor  organ- 
isations and  regards  them  as  worthy  of  every 
oflleial  support. 

"The  fact  that  the  mission  was  not  only 
accompanied  by  a  diplomatic  agent  sent  lo^ 
the  Embassy  in  London,   but  everywhere  re- 
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eeiT«d  th«  most  marked  aastotence  mnd  eovr- 
tcsicB  from  th«  American  diplomatic  miMtom 
and  from  representatives  of  the  U.  8.  Army 
and  U.  3.  Navy,  was  doubtless  one  of  the 
reasons  for  the  honors  paid  to  the  mission  by 
foreign  governments  as  described  above  under 
the  first  heading.  .  It  had  also,  however,  a 
wider  importance  than  this  as  was  several 
times  remarked  to  me  by  representative  Ital- 
ians.  In  view  of  the  confidence  fdt  among 
Italians  in  the  infinence  of  the  U.  S.  Govern- 
nvdnt  upon  the  coming  peace  settlement, 
said  that  it  was  most  valuable  to 
have  it  thus  publicly  advertised  at  the  Amer* 
ican  Mission  althoua^  unoflielsil*  had  the 
fullest  approval  and  backing  of  the  U.  S. 
Government.  A  favorite  device  among  the 
Italian  pacifists  had  been  to  suggest  that  the 
mission  did  not  agree  with  the  views  of  Presi- 
dent Wilson  and  that  the  fact  of  this  official 
support  was  the  best  means  of  scotching  that 
lie." 

"I  find  that  the  views  above  expressed,  as  to 
the  achievements  of  the  mission  in  France 
and  Italy,  resemble  those  set  forth  by  Captain 
W.  8.  Sanders  (British  officer  attached  to  the 
mission)  in  his  report  to  the  war  cabinet  on 
the  visit  of  the  mission  to  Great  Britain. 
While  I  have  not  seen  that  report,  I  gathered 
yesterday  in  conversation  with  him  that  It 
makes  several  of  the  points  above  outlined." 

While  in  Paris  en  route  to  Brest  to  sail  for 
home  a  cablegram  was  received  from  Mr. 
Arthur  Henderson  requesting  that  a  confer- 
ence of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Inter- 
Allied  Labor  and  Socialist  Conference  of  Sep- 
tember be  called.  The  following  Saturday, 
October  26.  at  Paris,  was  suggested  and 
Messrs.  Prey  end  Baine  remained  in  Paritf 
to  attend.  The  balance  of  the  delegation 
sailed  from  Brest  in  the  United  States  Trans- 
port "Tenadores"  October  21.  The  proposed 
conference  did  not  materialise,  however,  on 
account  of  the  seamen  refusing  to  man  the 
ship  upon  which  Mr.  Henderson  had  secured 
passage,  and  Messrs.  Frey  and  Baine  then 
returned  to  the  United  States  on  the  steam- 
ship "Agamemon,"  arriving  at  New  York 
Noramber  6,  1918. 

In  each  of  the  countries  visited  we  were 
welcomed  by  the  highest  government  officials 
who  extended  «very  possible  courtesy.  We 
were  entertained  at  state,  municipal  and  civic 
dinners  and  luncheons  in  each  of  the  four 
eenntries  visited — ^England,  France.  Belgium 
and  Italy.  We  were  upon  several  sections  of 
every  battle  front,  at  tinves  in  the  fxpnt  line 
Irencfaos  and  under  shell  fire. 

On  two  occasions,  once  while  massing 
through  Dunkirk  and  again  while  leaving  the 
battle  field  of  Cambria  large  shells  exploded 
so  close  to  us  that  it  was  fractions  of  a  sec- 
ond and  inches  instead  of  yards  that  sav^d 
us.  However,  our  mission  was  to  the  work- 
ers. No  opportunity  was  overlooked  to  meet 
and  greet  them  wherever  possible,  at  public 
meetings  and  conferences  m  London,  Derby, 
Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Paris,  Home,  Milan, 
Genoa,  Veniew,  and  Turin  we  explained  the 
basic  principles  and  policies  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  its  determination  to 
stand  with  our  government  and  the  Allies  un- 
til victory  was  achieved  for  tlM  democracies 
of  the  world. 

The  Mission  believes  that  it  succeeded  in 
accomplishing  definite  results  toward  the  win- 
ning of  the  war  by  exposing  the  sinisttdr  fal- 
lacies  of  the  pacifists   and  peace-by-negotia- 


tionists,  by  strengthening  the  hands  of  those 
who  were  courageously  supporting  their  gov- 
ernments and  their  armies,  and  by  bringing 
the  spirit  and  purpose  of  America  closer  to 
the  minds  and  the  hearts  of  the  citixens  and 
the  soldiers  of  the  allied  countries.  Our  con- 
victions af  to  what  was  accomplished  are 
strengthened  through  the  assurances  given  to 
us  by  the  governments  of  the  allied  countries 
relative  to  the  results  which  our  presence  and 
our  activities  had  accomplished. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

SAMUEL  GOMPERS. 

JOHN  P.  FREY. 

CHARLES  L.  BAINE. 

EDGAR  WALLACE. 

WILLIAM  J.  BOWEN. 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee 
on  International  Labor  Relations. 

President  Gompers:  I  think  it  is  but  due  to 
you  and  me  to  say  that  I  assisted  in  the  re- 
port on  the  mission  made  by  the  five  members 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  The  other  reports  were 
prepared  without  consultation  with  me.  I 
want   you   to   understand   that. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  has  asked  Mr. 
Frey  to  present  a  resolution  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  oonvention  at  this  Umt, 

RBPORT    or    OOMMITTBE    ON    RESOLU- 
TIONS. 
Delegate  Frey.  Secretary  of  the  Committee, 

reported  as  follows: 

RESOLUTION      NO.      5,      BY      BREWERY 
WORKERS'   DELEGATION: 
WHEREAS.   The   President  of  the  United 

States  has,  by  Eracutive  Order,  given  instruc- 
tions to  stop  all  brewing  of  beer,  as  well  as 

near-beer,  on  December  Ist,   1918;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  War  Emergency  Pro- 
hibition Bill,  as  passed  by  Congress,  both 
houses  agreeing,  and  signed  -by  the  President 
on  November  21st.  1918.  provides  that  the 
manufacture  of  beer  as  wdl  as  its  sale,  must 
be  discontinued  July  1st,  1919,  and  until 
the  demobilixatk>n  of  troops  has  taken  plaoe; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Constitutional 
Prohibition  Amendment,  passed  by  Congress, 
both  houses  agreeing,  has  been  ratified  by  the 
necessary  number  of  States  to  make  National 
Prohibition  a  part  of  the  organic  laws  of  the 
United    States,    and 

WHEREAS,  All  the  foregoing  is  principally 
intended  to  deprive  the  workers  of  America 
of  the  means  to  secure  legally  a  glass  of  beer 
after   their   day's   labor,    and 

WHEREAS,  All  this  restrictive  and  sump- 
tuary legislation  has  the  effect  of  destroying 
part  of  the  American  Labor  Movement  and  is 
seriously  crippling  many  International  Organ- 
izations affiliated  with  the  American  I>»dera- 
tion  of  Labor;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  in  Atlantic 
Oitv  expresnes  its  disapproval  of  war-time 
prohibition  and  that  a  strong  protest  from  the 
delegates  at  this  convention  be  forwarded  to 
the  government  at  Washington,  setting  fortli 
in  a  most  emphatic  manner  the  opinion  of  the 
ddegates  to  this  convention  that  the  present 
mild  beers  of  2  8-4  per  cent,  alcohol  by  weight 
should  be  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the 
eighteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  and 
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also  from  the  proTition  of  the  wmr  Prohibitton 
Measure;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  and  is 
hereby  instructed  to  convey  these  expressions 
through  a  Committee  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  to  the  Congress,  and  to  do 
everything  in  its  power  to  preserve  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States  their  freedom, 
liberty    and    democracy. 

Michael    F.    Greene,    President,    United   Hatters 

of  North  America. 
Martin    Lawlor,     -Secretary-Treasurer,      United 

Hatters   of  North   America. 
Sara    A.    Conboy,    Secretary-Treasurer,      United 

Textile    Workers    of    America. 

B.  A.  Larger,  Secretaiy,  United  Garment 
Workers  of  America. 

Wm.    L.   Hutcheson,   President,  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America. 
Prank    Feeney,    President,    International    Union 

of  Elevator  Constructors. 
Thomas.      J.      Curtis,      Tunnel      and      Subway 

Constructors. 
Edward       Hannah,      International       Union      of 

Pavers,    Hammermen,    Flag      Layers,    Bridge 

and  Stone  Curb  Setters. 
James    H.    Hatch,    President,    Upholsterers    and 

Trimmers'    International      Union    of      North 

America. 
Milton    Snelllngs,    General     President    of    the 

International  Union  of  Steam  and  Operating 

Engineers. 
Benj.      Schlesinger,      President,      International 

Ladies'   Garment   Workers'  Union. 
Wm.      McCarthy,     Intl.      Sec'y,     International 

Alliance    of    BiU     Posters    and     Billers     of 

America. 
Wm.  J.   McSorley,  Gen.   Pres.   Wood  Wire  and 

Metal   Lathers'   International   Union. 
Dominick  D'Alessandro,  President,  International 

Hod    Carriers,      Building   and    Common      La- 
borers' Union  of  America. 
John  J.  Hynes,  General  President,  Amalgamated 

Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International  Alliance. 
M.    F.    Garrett,    Gen.    Organizer,    United    Asso- 

rtation    of    Plumbers    and    Steam    Fitters    of 

the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Wm.   J.    Spencer,   Secretary-Treasurer,   Buildinc 

Trades   Department.   A.  F.   of  L.  ^^ 

C.  L.  Shamp,  International  Secretair-Treasurer 
Intemational  Brotherhood  of  Stationarv 
Firemen  and   Oilers. 

John  H.  Donlin.  President,  Building  Trades 
Department,  A.  F.  of  L.,  Chicago,  minois. 

George    F.    Hedrick,    Brotherhood^  of    Painters. 
Decorators  and    Paperhangers   of  America. 
™  i.    ^cGlyenj,     President      of      Operative 
Plasters'    Intemational    Association    of    the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

^JJ?l^^n  9^®'*'  ^^  ^^^  President.  Brother- 
hood  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperhangers 
of  America.  *^  "~h5«" 

''**/*  ^  I?"'  ?^^«nt.  Glass  Bottle  Blowers' 
Association  of  the  United  SUtes  and  OanadI 

Jarob  Fischer,  Secretaipr-Treasurer,  Joumeyinra 
Barbers'   International   Union.  "/men 

^^f^rJ-    '^J2^*"'    S?"-    President,    Brotherhood 

rIi  J:?"?*?*^ -,^^"**^     Stablemen    and 
Helpers  of  America. 

i*^*    V.^^^™****"*  Chicago,  Hlinois. 
^•m^e^''{^'o?£rs^7i^'*'^^  ^"^^^   ''"■ 

*A*P  ^"l    ^''^'**"*'    ^*°*°«    Department, 
Louis    Weyand,    Boilermakers    and    Iron    Ship 
Builders  of  America. 


James    O'Connell,    Pres.    Metal   Trades   Depart. 

John  Scott,  Sec-Treas.  Railway  Employees' 
Dept.,  A.  F.  of  L. 

Chas.  J.  MacGowan,  Intemational  Brotherhood 
of  Boilermakers  and  Iron  Ship  Builders  of 
America. 

J.  V.  Ryan,  Coppersmiths'  Intemational  Union. 

Wm.  H.  Johnston,  President,  Intemational 
Association  of  Machinists. 

Wm.  A.  Smith,  Secretary-Treasurer,  Inter- 
national  Association   of   Fire   Fighters. 

A.  A.  Myrup>  Intemational  Treasurer,  Bakei7 
and  Confectionery  Workers'  Intemational 
Union  of  America. 

John  Coefleld,  Act  Gen.  Pres.,  United  Associa- 
tion Plumbers  and  Steamfitters. 

E.  W.  Leonard,  Gen.  Org.,  United  Association 
of  Plumbers  and  Steam  Fitters. 

Chas.  Dold,  President,  Piano  and  Organ  Work- 
ers' Union  of  America. 

B.  N.  Nockels,  Secret^,  Chicago  Federation 
of  Labor. 

Dennis  Lane,   Secretary-Treasurer,  Amalgamated 

Meat    Cutters    aiKl    Butcher      Workmen      of 

North  America. 
W.    D.    Mahon,    Amalgamated    Association    of 

Street    and    Electric    Railway    Employes    of 

America. 
John    J.    Manning,     Secretary-Treasurer,    Union 

Label    Trades    Department. 
J.   B.   Etchison,     Intemational     Hod     Carriers, 

Building  and  Common  Laborers. 
4.    0.     Wharton,    Intemational    Association    of 

Machinists. 
John   J.    Connolly,   Intemational   Association   of 

Machinists. 
Martin  F.   Ryan,   Brotherhood,  RaUway  Carmen 

of  America. 
Wm.    Green,    Secretary-Treasurer,    United    Mine 

Workers  of  America. 
Thomas    L.    Hughes.    General    Secretary,    Inter- 
national     Brotheiliood      of      Teamsters      of 

America. 
James    C.    Shanessy,      Gen.    Org.      Joumeymen 

Barbers  Int'l  U.  of  A. 
E'*?^  .i- _5*y«*»  ^^  United  Mine  Workers. 
P.  J.  Morrin.  President.  Int'l.  Ass'n.  of  Bridge. 

Structural  and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers. 
Hany  Jones,  Sec'y.-Treas.  Int.  Ass'n.  of  Bridge. 

Structural    and    OmamenUl   Iron   WorkersT 
^*5?  .^^^^^*     President,     Joumeymen     Stone 

Cutters  Association  of  N.  A. 

John     Golden,      President,     United     Teztils 

Workers  of  America. 
James  Duncan,  Quincy,  Mass..  General  President 

Granite      Cutters'      Association      and      Vice 

President.  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
John      Frey,      Editor,     Intemational     Moldeis' 

Journal, 
^mes    WUson,    President,    Pattem    Makers. 

\r.i'li„.^°?^*y'  S«cwtary-Treasurer,  Retail 
s^il^'*?l  i°**'S*****'^  Protective  Association 
Frank    Duify,    General    Secretary,    Brotherhood 

of   Carpenters   and   Joiners. 

Miwiiniste^^'    Intenuitional  •'AssociaUon    of 

»T.  M.  Comerford.  Intemational  Union  of  Steaw 

uid  Operating  Eijgineers. 
M.    L.    Edgerton,    Intemational    Union    Steaa 

«nd   Operating  Engineers.  * 

Albert  Peterson,  Intemational  Union  of  Steaa 
o  ^A  <>P«~tt««   Engineer*. 
Robert    0.    Schneider,    Bakery    and    ConfectioB 

*>ry  Workers'  Intemational  Union. 

^^»  ^^**  S'^^FJ'"'^  Confectionery  Work 
•rs'   Intemational   Union. 

James  J.  Doyle,  Coopers'  Intemational  Uniop. 
Andrew      C.      Hughes,       President      Coopers' 
Intemational  UnioiL 
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H.  B.   Perfaam,   Past  President,  Order  of  Bail- 

road  TelMTaphers. 
Matthew    Woll,    President    IntematioDal    Photo 

Bngravers'   Union. 
0.  L.  Baine,  General  Secretary-Treasurer,  Boot 

and   Shoe   Workers. 
Jos.    W.    Morton,   Vice    President,   International 

Brotherhood     of     Stationary     Firemen     and 

Oilers. 
Joseph  v.  MoreschL  International  Hod  Oarriers, 

Building    and    Oommon    Laborers    EzecutiTt 

Oouncil  of  Ohicsfo  and   Vicinity. 
W.   F.   Dwyer,   of   San  Francisco,   International 

Hod  Carriers,  Building  and  Oomxnon  Laborers 

of  America. 
J.   M.   Oavlak,   Oleveland,  Ohio,   General   Secre- 
tary-Treasurer   International    Slate    and    Tils 

Roofers'   Union   of  America. 
Alex.  W.  Russell,  Granite  Cutters'  International 

Association  of  America. 
Walter    M.    Roddick,     President,    International 

Brotherhood   of   Bookbinders. 
George      L.      Berry,      President,     Intematiooal 

Printing  Pressmen  and  Assistants'  Union  of 

North  America. 
H.    O.    Diehl,    Metal     PoUshers'    International 

Union. 
Chas.     O.     Shay,     International     Alliance     of 

Tlieatrical  Stage  Employees. 
Thomas  S.  FarreU,  Emanuel  Koveleski,  Edward 

Flore,  Jere  L.  Sullivan,  John  J.  MoDerltt^ 

representing  the  H.  ft  R.  E.  I.  A  B.  L  L. 

of  A 
John    M.    Gillispie,    International    Brotherhood 

of  Teamsters. 
Albert    Adamski,    United    Garment    Workers    of 

America. 
C.  P.  Fol«r,  J.  B.  L  U.  of  A. 
John    Sullivan,    International      Union      United 

Brewery,     Flour,     Cereal     and     Soft     Drink 

Workers  of  America. 
John    Rader,    International    Union      of    United 

Brewery,   Flour,   Cereal,   Soft  Drink  Workers 

of  America. 
Joseph    Obargfell,     International    Union    of 

United  Brewery,  etc. 
Joseph      Proebstle,      International      Union      of 

United   Breweiy,   etc. 

A.  J.    Kugler,    International    Union    of    United 
Brewery,    etc 

J.     L.     Wines,     Central     Labor     Council,     St. 

Joseph,  Mo. 
R.     G.     Knntson,     Central     Labor     Council 

LaCrosse,   Wis. 
John  T.  Smith,  Central  Labor  Council,  Kansas 

City,  Mo. 

B.  0.  Hall.   President,  Minnesota  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

John  A.  Banz.   Baltimore  Federation  of  Labor. 
Baltimore,   Md. 


Henry  Ott,  Ohio  State  Federation  of  Labor. 
Grant  Fink,  Dayton  Ohio,  Central  Labor  Union. 
John    B.    Colpoys,    Washington    Central    Labor 

Union. 
John    Hoehn,    Pittsburgh,    Pa.,    Central    Labor 

Union. 
Petter    Bollenbacher,     Penneylvania    Federation 

of  Labor. 
P.    W.    Flynn,    Trades    and    Labor    Assembly, 

St.    PauL 
B.  H.  Metz,  C.  L.  U.,  South  Bend,  Ind. 
Jeane  E.   Spielman,  Central  Labor  Union,  New 

Ulm.  Minn. 
Wm.  E.  Neu,  Central  Labor  Union,  Indianapolis, 

Ind. 
Chas.  Fox,  President,  Indiana  State  Federation 

of  Labor. 
J.  W.  Wagner,  C.  L.  U..  Lake  Countir,  Ind. 
Frank    Hoffman,    Trades    and    Labor   Assembly, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Jas.    P.    Holland,    President,    New    Tork    State 

Federation  of  Labof. 

Secretary  Frey:  Your  committee  recommends 
concurrence  with  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Sullivan,  J.  L.,  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
Seconded   by    several    delegates. 

Delegate  Duncan,  Seattle,  opposed  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  and  urged 
the   defeat   of  the   resolution. 

Delegate  Birch,  Seattie,  also  opposed  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Secretary  Frey,  of  the  Committee,  defended 
the  recommendation  and  urged  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Lennon,  J.  B.,  opposed  the 
recommendation    of    the    committee. 

Delegate  Shav,  Theatrical  Stage  Employees 
and  Delegate  Walker,  Mine  Workers,  supported 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Strickland,  Portland,  Ore.,  opposed 
the    recommendation    of   the   committee. 

President  Gompers,  inasmuch  as  his  name 
was  mentioned  in  connection  with  an  article 
written  by  him  and  printed  in  McClure's 
Magazine,  explained  his  position  as  outlined 
in  that  article. 

A  motion  to  close  debate  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Lennon  requested  a  roU  call  on  the 
motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee.  A  sufficient  number  of  delegates 
supported  the  request  and  the  Secretary  was 
instructed   to   call   the  roll. 

Delegate  Green.  Mine  Workers,  moved  that 
the  rules  be  suspended,  an  adjournment  taken 
to  2:30  P.  M.,  and  that  the  roll  be  called  im- 
mediately  upon  convening. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  and 
ion  ^  \m  "*®  convention  was  adjourned  to 
2:30   P.   M. 


THIRD  DAY-Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2:80 
o'clook.  President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 

ildssntee*— Hay,  Hayes  (F.  J.)  Mitchell, 
Donahue,  Fenton,  Iglesias,  Rutbnrford,  Ely, 
Stewart,  (R.  G.).  HarUn,  Bryan,  (F.  L.), 
Canifeld,  Mats  (Edith  S.),  Ogietree,  Kingsley, 
Toong  (C.  B.),  Bower.  WVdnson  (A.), 
Ashmnn,  Hannon,  Campbell  (J.  B.),  Wilkinson 
(J.),  Simpson,  Enright,  Cooper,  Harte,  Burk 
(H.),  Brogan,  Grass,  McNiece,  Bledow.  Colvin, 
Setser,  Bauman.  Quesse,  White   (C.  L.),  Mul- 


len, J^bmson  (B.D.).  Shea,  BUcott,  Pitts,  Coo- 
gan,    Eklund,    Jaekson,    Weintraub. 

President  Gompers:  By  direction  of  the 
convention  at  this  morning's  session  the  roll 
call  of  votes  upon  the  pending  resolution  will 
be  taken  now.  Preceding  that  the  secretary 
will  read  the  resolution  for  the  information  of 
the  delegates. 

Delegate  Frey,  for  the  committee,  re-read 
Resolution  No.  5. 
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The  secretary  called  the   roll,   and  the  vote 
resulted  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mullaney,  Myrup,  Beisel,  Schneider, 
Noschang,  Fischer,  (Jacob),  Shanessy^oley. 
ASd^rS?' (Ed.).  Harvey  Powleslajid,  ^^in, 
fj  A.).  Weyand,  MacGowan,  8cott,  Reddick, 
Bieber,  Collins,  Lovelv,  Baine.  Ferry,  La 
Oontni,  O'Byme,  ProeSstle,  Sullivan  (John) , 
Kugler.  Rader,  Obergfell,  Bowen  (W.  J,). 
D^n.  Jones  (George),  G»-««lS^'  ,P"%'  ^itf- 
ohy  (T.  J.),  Hasten,  Morrin,  Tobln  (S.  P.). 
Barry.  Ounnane,  Ryan  (Martin),  Hutcheson. 
Duffy  (Frank),  White  (Bob),  Ross,  McCarthy, 
(P.  H.),  Van  Duyn,  Hemsell,  Woodbury,  Per- 
kins, dompers,  Barnes,  Sexton,  OampbeU 
(W  A.).  Baker,  Conway,  Schutte,  Hughes 
(A.  C),  Doyle  (J.  J.).  Oliver,  McNolty, 
Noonan,  Joyce,  McAndrews,  O'CJonnor  (Julia), 
Evans  (E.  J.).  Boyen,  Brown  (W.  S.),  ^^^» 
Snellings,  Comerford,  Edgerton,  Peterson,  WoU, 
Brady,  Junker,  Leonard  (M.  J.),  Etheridge, 
Oden,  Healy,  Shamp,  Morton,  Brennan,  Lipn, 
Bechtold,  Rickert,  Larger,  Manning,  Daley 
(M.  C.)»  Doyle  (F.),  Schlesinger,  Heller,  Gor- 
enstein.  La  Porta.  Friedman,  Peinberg,  Voll. 
CaU,  Donnelly,  O'Brien  (J.  B.),  Hasenauer, 
Reynolds,  Maire,  Duncan,  Squibb,  Russell, 
Lawlor,  McCue,  Humphrey,  D'Alessandro, 
Etchison,  Moreschi,  Carley,  Dwyer,  Marshall, 
Broening,  Flore.  Sullivan  (Jere  L.),  Farrell. 
McDevitt,  Kovelski,  Tighe,  Sullivan  (John  J.), 
Mahoney,  Edwards  (Philip),  McSoriey,  Duty, 
Morrison  (Harry  L.).  O'Keefe,  Gainor,  Mugavin, 
Duffy  (Charies  D.).  Swartz,  Bock,  Gehring, 
Bjorklund,  Johnston  (Wm.  H.),  Wharton, 
CJonnoUy,  Brown  (Harvey  W.),  Grow,  Schoen- 
berg,  Hogan,  Pruett,  Devlin,  Hart  (John  F.)» 
Lane  (Dennis),  Schmidt,  McCreash,  Kennedy 
(John),  Guest,  Hynes,  Redding,  Moriarty, 
Pattison,  Moyer,  Cfannon,  Roberts,  Langdon, 
United  M^ne  Workers  Delegation,  (2706  votes) ; 
Valentine,  Frey,  Stevenson,  Hayden,  Dillon, 
Musicians  delegation  (491  votes),  Evans  (R.E.)t 
Sheehan,  Hedrick,  Guerin,  McEeon,  Lynch, 
Keeley,  Wilson  (James),  Gemon.  Forrest, 
Hannah,  George,  Donlin,  Allen,  Carroll,  Kear- 
ney, Anderson  (CJharles),  Rau,  Leonard  (E.  W.), 
Britton,  Leary,  Diehl,  Flaherty,  Menge,  Hutch- 
ins,  Heinl,  Clark  (Wm.  D.),  Berry,  McHugh, 
Orr,  Edwards  (E.  W.),  Martin,  LaBelle,  Quin- 
Ian,  Cahill,  Mylan,  Rooney,  Hurley,  Gavlak, 
Furuseth,  Olander,  Pryor,  O'Brien  (Patrick), 
Hylen,  Belt,  Cone,  Shay,  DoUiver,  Barry,  Ryan 
(P.  J.),  Griggs,  Fmider,  Burk,  Conners, 
Gashen,  Bolander.  Sillinsky.  Tobln  (D.  J.), 
Hughes  (T.  L.),  Gillespie,  Neer,  Decker.  Per- 
ham.  Golden,  Conboy,  McMahon,  Reagan, 
O'Donnell  (D.  J.),  McAndrew,  Evans  (E.  Lewis) 
International  Typographical  Union  delegation 
(5S9  votes).  Hatch,  Gorman.  Fitzpa  trick, 
Russell  (John  J.),  Koch,  Mordecai,  Whitaker, 
Fox  (CTharles),  Hale,  Brelsford,  Anderson 
(Stanley),  Hall,  Cooney,  Kavanaugh,  Holland, 
Ott,  Bollenbacher,  Murphy  (John  P.),  Gann, 
Spencer,  Weber,  Pox  (Harry  W.),  Evans 
(Cyrus  R.),  Nolan  (J.  M.),  Gramling,  Putnam, 
Banz,  Jones  (E.  E.),  Fisher  (A.  E.),  Hohen, 
O'Donnell  (Michael  J.),  Kimball,  Lacey 
(Robert  G.),  Mahoney,  Myers,  Darr.  Niemeiur, 
Yarrow,  Tucker,  Dill,  Hooper,  Camck,  Mason 
(Harry  H.),  Fink,  Wessel,  Deutelbaum,  Block, 
Griffith,  Murphy  (J.  E.),  Carroll  (John  J.), 
McClintic,  Wagner,  Hemsley,  Galloway,  Tracy 
(D.  v.),  Nue,  McKeown,  Argo,  Smith  (John  T.) 
Gregson,  Noble,  Knutson,  Ricfater,  Evanf 
(Milton  G.),  Gildas,  Sims,  Ingles,  Raise, 
Gorman,  Keavney,  Gilbert,  Ganey,  Hoffman 
(Frank),  Frampton,  Turner,  Franca,  Hilfers, 
Barnes     (Walter),     Ombum,     Spielman,     Daly 


(T.  M.),  Lacey  (John  A.),  Giles  ^(J.  J.), 
Hurley,  Crain,  Draper,  McGuire,  Oathrall, 
Hohen,  Hartford,  Bradley,  Jacobs,  Maloney, 
Broderick,  Curran,  Wines,  Woracek,  Flynn, 
Sullivan  (J.  J.),  Murphy  (Daniel  C),  Hourigan, 
Boyle  (C.  J.),  Metz,  Doyle,  Woodmansee, 
Scanlan.  Wood  Chandler,  Lemke,  Colpoys, 
Donahue  (James  P.),  Kromelbein,  Sauter,  Guil- 
foyle,  McGeory,  Tinney,  Stehmeyer,  Reardon, 
Turner,  Boyle  (J.  P.),  Cahillane,  Mezasacapo, 
Fincke,  McDugal,  McGill,  Oplinger,  Crawford, 
Watson,  Patterson,  Clark  (E.  E.),  Price. 
Badgett,  Goldsmith,  Brinston,  Heuston,  Bur- 
ford,  Worthey,  Carter,  Williams,  Lewis  (Matt), 
Morris,  Schultz,  Middleton,  Hastings,  Wein- 
stock,  Richardson,  Leonard  (Oliver  L.),  C!ham- 
bers.  Rice,  Campbell  (M.  L),  Vaughan,  Gal- 
lagher, MeKinnon,  Helgesen,  Rincker,  Sharon, 
Spacey,  Scott  (E.),  Holm,  WiUshkin,  Brown 
(Geo.  M.),  Teltelbaum.  Abramson,  Walsh, 
representing  26,47({   votes. 

Nays — Elin<e,  McKillop,  Shoemaker,  Thomp- 
son, Steward,  O'Connor  (T.  V.),  Chlopek, 
Gahagen,  Keavy,  Barker  (A.  E.),  Fljozdal, 
Crook,  Pegg,  Kennedy  (L.  T.),  United  Mine 
Workers  delegation  (1232  votes).  Musicians 
delegation  (163  votes),  Skemp,  Bergstrom, 
Launer,  Suitor,  Ryan  (E.  J.),  Strickland 
(H.  W.),  Ply  male,  Fleming,  Freel,  Sumner, 
Sweeney,  Stillman,  Manion,  Gorman  (O.  D.), 
Braun,  Atkins,  International  Typographical 
Union  delegation  (108  votes),  Burton,  Johnson, 
(A.  J.),  Grafton,  Boncer,  Rogers,  Howard, 
Lennon,  Fitchie,  McFadden,  Franklin  (H.  L.), 
Nuzum,  Clinedinst,  Hall  (John  H.  Jr.),  Bar- 
bour, Rynerson,  Duncan  (James  A.),  Bums 
(T.  F.),  Strickland,  Staley,  Mason  (T.  H.), 
Miller  (Annie),  Birch,  Esleek,  Lane  (R.  J.), 
representing  8,907  votes. 

Not  votlnjEf — Kramer,  Boyer,  Hyland,  Por- 
resier,  Odell,  Shurtleff,  Hay,  Nelson.  Emery, 
Meyer,  Feeney,  Clarke  (Wm.  P.),  Greenstein, 
Beardsley,  Bryan  (W.  E.),  Maloney,  Dold, 
Burke  (John  P.),  Heberling,  Thomas  (Percy), 
Prender,  Curtis,  Croaff,  Tracy,  McDonald 
(Duncan),  Wrcnn,  Donoghue  (M.  M.),  Fenton, 
Iglesias,  Rutherford,  Schildt,  Harrison,  El 
(5oi»hlin,  Stewart  (R.  O.),  Davis  (E.  P/ 
Hoffman,  Harlin,  Owens,  Bryan  (Frank  L., 
O'Donnell  (Stephen),  Canfield,  Woodman,  Tay 
lor  (C.  0.),  Moran,  Willis,  Priestly,  BresUn, 
Newmyer,  Metz,  Ogletree,  Klngsley,  Thomas 
(Louis  N.),  Young  (C.  B.),  Bower,  Wilkin- 
son  (Adam),  Ashmun,  Barr,  Hannon,  Campbell 
(James  B.),  Wilkinson  (John),  Simpson, 
Dawson,  Bnright,  Lawson,  Cooper,  Harto, 
Pette,  Burk  (H.),  Canady,  Ringer,  Brogan, 
Grass,  McNiece,  Bledow,  Colvin,  Setzer,  Bau- 
man,  Qnesse,  White  (Chas.  L.),  Mullen,  John- 
son (E.  D.),  Tourison,  Shea  (O.  P.),  (Soold 
Catt<rson.  Berger.  Elllcott.  Herbert,  Fitti 
Coogan,  Bklund,  Jackson  (S.  A.),  Thompson 
(Charles),  Clarke  (Dalton  T.),  Weintraub. 
Bondfield,    Finney,    representing    1,603    votes. 

The  Railway  Clerks'  delegation  asked  to  be 
recorded  as  declining  to  vote  on  the  question. 

Delegate  McCullough,  Typographical  Union, 
stated  that  he  bad  been  requested  by  Delegate 
Tracy,  California  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
to  record  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee,  Delegate  Tracy  being 
unavoidably  detained  from  the  afternoon  session. 

President  Gompers:   That  cannot  be  done. 

Delegate  MacDonald,  Illinois  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor:  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Illinois  State  Federation  of  Labor  has  taken 
no  action  in  this  matter,  I  therefore  decline 
to  vote. 
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Delegate  Rogers,  Weat  Virginia  State  Ped- 
eration  of  Labor,  said  he  voted  in  the  negative 
because  the  Stote  of  West  Virginia  had  voted 
for  prohibition  by  an  eighty  per  cent  vote. 

President  Ctompers:  The  chair  desires  to 
stete  that  the  delegates  are  required  to  vote, 
not  to  give  their  reasons  for  voting  either  one 
way  or  the  other. 

During  the  calling  of  the  roll  Delegate 
Fitzpatrick.  White  Rate  Actors,  asked  why 
Motion  Picture  Players*  Union  No.  16877  was 
operating  under  a  Federal  Labor  Union  charter. 

President  Oompers:  That  question  is  not 
now  up  for  an  answer. 

Delegate  Fitzpatrick:  I  wiU  waive  my  ob- 
jection,  provided  this  delegation  is  not  p«r- 
miUed  to  vote. 

President  Oompers:  The  delegate  has  been 
admitted  to  this  convention  by  reason  of  the 
fsct  that  the  organization  he  represente  holds 
a  charter  issued  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 

Delegate  Fitzpatrick:  I  appeal  to  the  «»• 
vention   on   a  point   of   order. 

President  Ctompers:  The  delegate  will  please 
take  his  seat. 

Delegate  Fitzpatrick:  I  wiU  bring  the  mat^ 
ter  up  later. 

President  Oompers  announced  tha^  the  of- 
ficial convention  photograph  would  be  taken 
immediately  upon  the  adjournment  of  the  after- 
noon session. 

Delegate  Walker,  (John  H.):  During  the 
noon  adjournment  Mrs.  Rena  Mooney,  wife  of 
Thomas  Mooney,  took  up  with  me  the  matter 
of  getting  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word  to  tiie 
delegates  in  reference  to  her  husband  and  his 
colleagues  who  are  now  in  jail,  convicted  of 
having  perpetrated  the  bomb  outrage  in  San 
Francisco.  I  dont  think  it  would  be  out  of 
place  for  me  to  say  that  I  have  had  some 
connection  with  the  situation,  and  I  believe 
as  firmly  as  I  believe  that  I  am  on  the  floor 
of  this  convention  that  he  had  no  more  con- 
nection with  that  matter  ttian  I  had  mysell 
Whatever  other  things  may  have  injected  them- 
selves into  the  matter,  I  feel  that  we  ought 
to  leave  nothing  undone  that  might  get  the 
thing  that  is  right  for  a  man  who,  as  I  see  it, 
is  being  penalized  by  the  enemies  of  labor 
for  what  he  has  done  for  labor  in  the  time 
prior  to  that  situation.  I  therefore  want  to 
make  a  motion  that  Mrs.  Mooney  be  given 
the  privilege  of  the  floor  to  address  the  con- 
vention  briefly. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

President  Oompers:  By  direction  of  this 
convention  I  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting 
to  you  Mrs.  Thomas  Mooney. 

ADDRESS  or  MRS.  ICOONBT 

Mrs.  Mooney  said  in  part:  Friends.  I  am 
not  an  agitator,  I  am  not  an  orator,  I  am  not 
wen  a  speaker.  I  am  just  a  little  human  being 
like  yourselves.  I  am  here  because  th^  Sd 
not  dare  use  the  same  witness  against  me 
that  they  used  to  convict  my  husband,  Frank 


O.  Oxman.  Mr.  Weinberg  was  acquitted  for 
that  reason.  I  was  acquitted  because  we 
found  out  the  character  of  the  other  wit- 
nesses. I  was  held  nineteen  months  in  jail, 
and  after  nine  months  I  was  given  a  farce  of 
a  trial.  After  I  was  acquitted  I  was  immed- 
iately thrown  back  in  prison  again  for  nine 
months  more.  After  several  exposi»re8  had 
been  had  the  union  men  of  the  countiy  de- 
manded that  I  be  released  on  bail.  Bail  was 
granted  for  $16,000.00.  It  was  war-time  and 
yon  men  had  put  your  money  into  liberty 
bonds,  so  $15,080.00  was  brought  forward  in 
liberty  bonds  for  me.  District  Attorney 
Fickert  said  they  were  no  good.  That  was 
done  so  the  union  men  would  have  to  put 
up  property  bonds,  which  meant  thev  would 
have  to  double  the  amount.  This  they  did. 
The  union  men  owned  houses  in  various  parte 
of  the  city  and  these  were  put  up  with  some 
cash. 

Immediately  I  started  to  come  east  to  make 
a  tour  of  toe  countiy  and  tell  of  this  frame-up 
against  us,  but  I  was  stopped  in  Seattle  and 
told  to  return  immediately.  After  I  arrived 
in  San  Francisco  they  told  me  Fickert  had 
made  the  boast  that  he  was  going  to  make 
the    union    men    fefund    toat    $80,000.00    and 

rut  me  beck  in  prison,  so  that  is  the  reason 
didn't  come  here  one  year  ago. 

The  Densmore  report  showed  that  the  District 
Attorney  was  "framing"  on  me  in  November, 
because  my  husband  was  to  be  hanged  on 
December  ISth.  This  report  showed  that  they 
were  trying  to  frame  a  good  witness  this  time. 
We  had  learned  all  about  their  other  witnesses, 
and  this  time  they  were  going  to  frame  Mrs. 
Judd,  a  woman  of  good  character. 

Friends,  the  Densmore  report  was  published, 
not  by  the  sanction  of  the  government,  but  it 
was  given  out  by  one  of  Densmore's  aids,  and 
I  believe  that  on  account  of  that  report  Tom 
Mooney's  life  was  saved.  That  is  why  I  am 
with  you  today,  worth  only  $200et00.  That 
report  made  them  reduce  my  bail  to  $2000.00. 

Poor  Billing  was  convicted  on  the  t^timoi^ 
of  Estelle  Smith,  a  girl  of  the  underworld. 
This  is  something  the  reporters  may  not  have 
printed  before,  out  Estelle  Smith  and  her 
Uncle  were  arrested  for  murder  in  Los  Angeles 
in  191S  and  this  is  in  the  court  records  at 
Los  Angeles. 

(At  this  point  in  her  address  Mrs.  Mooney 
reviewed  at  some  length  the  history  of  the 
case  from  ite  begiiming  and  referred  in  detail 
to  the  witnesses  who  she  said  had  perjured 
themselves  at  the  instance  of  the  District  At- 
torney. She  also  exhibited  photographs  cal- 
culated to  prove  her  and  her  husband's  iimo- 
cence  and  told  of  their  movemente  and  IJieir 
actions  on  the  day  of  the  parade.  How  the 
pictures  were  token  over  by  the  District  At- 
torney and  photographed  and  re-photographed 
until  they  could  scarcely  be  recognized  was 
also  related). 

Continuing,  she  said:  Why  did  District  At- 
torney Fickert  do  these  things?  Nine  years 
ago  you  remember  there  was  another  scandal 
in  San  Francisco,  at  the  time  of  the  earth- 
quake, when  the  city  burned  down,  and  there 
were  no  trolley  cars,  and  a  big  corporation 
bribed  fifteen  of  the  supervisors.  Did  the 
nuin  who  did  the  bribing  go  to  prison?  No. 
Why  didn't  he?  Because  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  that  corporation's  money  elected 
District  Attorney  Fickert.  His  first  duty  was 
to  dismiss  the  indictmento  against  Patrick 
Callahan,  the  head  of  this  corporation.  When 
my  husband  was  organizing  the  street  car  men. 
against  whose  head  the  indictment  was  dis- 
missed by  District  Attorney   Fickert.   I  helped 
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him  &■  much  ms  I  could.  That  U  th«  tmmii  I 
was  arrested;  to  make  you  think  that  I  am 
not  what  I  am,  but  as  they  would  like  to 
have  me.  As  soon  as  this  corporation  knew 
we   were   organizing   the    street   car   men   they 

gut  detectives  in  front  of  my  music  studio* 
eaded  1^  Martin  Swanson.  He  had  been  a 
detective  for  this  corporation,  and  this  same 
Swanson  was  put  in  the  District  Attorney's  office 
to  plan  the  frame-up  against  us. 

They  tell  me  that  President  Gompers  has 
gone  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
personally  three  times  to  ask  for  a  new  trial 
for  my  husband.  I  want  to  say  we  appreciate 
it.  We  don't  want  pardon  for  something  we 
didn't  do.  A  new  trial  will  convict  Fickert, 
and  that  is  why  they  are  fighting  At.  Tou 
will  hear  of  this  case  as  long  as  my  husband 
and  Mr.  Billings  are  in  prison;  you  can't  get 
away  from  it.  Every  one  is  incensed  over  it, 
because  everything  we  have  is  based  on  gov- 
ernmental reports,  police  court  records  or  ab- 
,  solute  pictures.  The  President  of  the  United 
'states  has  sent  commissions — ^the  very  judge 
(iiat  sentenced  my  husband  to  death  asked  that 
he  be  brought  back  into  his  court 

I  hope  you  will  go  on  record  to  do  some- 
thing and  do  it  effectively.  Please  don't  at- 
tack any  one  who  is  trying  to  do  all  he  can. 
Edward  D.  Nolan  is  at  the  botton  of  this 
move  right  now,  but  he  was  charged  with  mak- 
ing a  bomb  out  of  epsom  salts.  He  laid  in 
prison  nine  months  without  bail  because  th^ 
wanted  to  get  him,  too.  He  is  heart  and  soul 
with  us,  although  he  is  sick  in  bed,  and  al- 
though his  indictments  have  been  dismissed,  he 
is  still  fighting  for  us.  These  men  could  not 
be  dearer  to  me  if  they  were  my  own  brothers. 

I  thank  you. 

Delegate  Oolpoys,  (John  B.):  Representing 
the  Washington  Central  Labor  Union,  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  they  are  going  to  hold  a 
demonstration  from  the  plaza  of  the  Oapitol 
on  Saturday,  June  14th,  Flag  Day.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  demonstration  Is  two-fold:  first, 
to  pledge  our  fealty  and  devotion  to  the  Flag 
of  our  country  and  for  all  that  it  stands  aym- 
bolical — freedom,  opportunity  and  liberty,  and 
secondly,  we  are  going  to  ask  the  Executive 
Oouncil  to  prevdnt  from  the  steps  of  the 
Capitol  the  report  which  has  Just  been  adopted 
by  this  convention  by  a  vote  of  26,475  to 
4,005.  For  that  reason  we  are  inviting  this 
entire  delegation  to  come  to  Washington  as 
the  guests  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  without 
any  expense  to  the  delegatM. 

The  statement  has  been  made  that  brewers' 
money  is  paying  for  the  transportation.  That 
I  want  to  deny.  I  don't  want  anybody  to  labor 
under  the  impression  that  the  Washington 
Central  Labor  Union  is  in  position  to  finance 
the  bringing  of  this  delegation  to  Washington. 
It  is  no  secret  who  is  financing  this  proposi- 
tion. The  Brewery  Workers'  Union,  whose 
interests  are  at  stake,  are  flnwnHug  this  propo- 
sition, and  not  the  brewers.  Oigaidsed  labor 
is  financing  this  proposition,  so  I  want  to 
correct   that  statement. 

I  therefore  move  you  that  this  convention 
do  not  hold  a  session  on  Saturday,  June 
14th,  and  that  the  delegates  accept  the  invita- 
tion  of  the   Washington   Central   Labor  Union. 


The  motion   was   seconded    and   carried. 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists:  I  would  like 
to  have  the  floor  for  a  few  moments  to  cor- 
rect a  false  impression  and  a  statement,  as 
a  matter  of  persomtl  privilege.  My  friend 
from  San  Fraroisco,  Brother  Tracy,  this 
morning  rose  to  speak  about  an  article  that 
appeared  in  the  Philadelphia  Bulletin  relative 
to  aspersions  or  reflections  that  had  been 
cast  upon  delegates  from  the  Pacific  Coast.  I 
at  that  time  did  not  consider  it  worth  while 
to  consider  anv  statement  made  by  the  press 
that  attempted  to  cast  reflections  upon  the 
organized  workers  of  the  Pacific  Coast,  be- 
cause we  have  had  sufficient  experience  on  the 
Pacific  Coast,  and  in  particular  in  the  part  of 
the  Coast  that  I  come  from — Los  Angeles. 
We  have  had  newspapers  in  that  city  that 
have  attempted  for  years  to  cast  reflections 
upon  the  organized  workers,  but  I  do  take  ex- 
ception to  statements  made  on  the  floor  of 
this  convention  and  by  the  chairman  of  this 
convention  to  the  elfect  that  the  Seattle  dis- 
trict contains  within  the  labor  movement  Bol- 
sheviki.  I  say  that  we  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
are  as  loyal  to  the  trade  union  movement  as 
the    members   and    delegates    from   every   other 

rof  the  country,  and  the  statement  made 
.  the  chairman  within  this  convention  room 
would  not  alfect  me  so  badly  as  to  have  the 
press  quote  the  statement,  and  especially  so 
on  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  false  statements 
have  been  made  and  the  men  in  Seattle  who 
were  fighting  for  economic  improvement  in 
the  ^ipyards  of  Tacoma,  Seattle  and  Aber- 
deen have  been  charged  by  Ole  Hansen,  Mayor 
of  Seattle,  and  by  the  press  of  Seattle  and  of 
the  Pacific  coast  and  of  this  country  of  at- 
tempting to  start  a  revolutionary  action 
through  the  Soviets  and  Bolsheviki,  which  is 
absolutely  and  unqualifiedly  false. 

I  resent  the  statement  made  by  any  dele- 
gate to  this  convention  that  will  impugn  the 
motives  of  the  men  from  the  Pacific  Coast 
In  the  future  I  hope  the  merits  and  the  value 
of  the  quesUon  will  be  discussed,  and  that 
sspersions  will  not  be  cast  upon  any  part  of 
this  country  because  of  the  views  any  dele^ 
gate  may  take  upon  the  question. 

President  Gompers:  That  is  a  flash  from  a 
clear  slqr.  The  chairman  of  this  convention 
Has  no  knowledge  of  having  cast  any  reflection 
up^  any  one  on  the  Pacific  Coast  or  of  re- 
ferring to  the  Pacific  Coast  I  referred  to 
resolutions  introduced  in  this  convention,  and 
P^^f^f*"  ^  ^*  statement  of  Delegate  Grow 
is  that  he  read  some  of  the  resolutions  in- 
troduced in  this  convention  as  verification  of 
what  I  said  this  morning. 

Delegate  Furuseth,  Seamen:  I  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  that  I  may  be  recorded  as 
voting  against  going  to  Washington. 

President  Gompers:  That  request  comes  too 
late. 

Announcements  as  to  time  and  place  of 
meetings  of  the  various  committees  were  made 
and  at  4:80  P.  M.  the  rules  were  suspended 
and  the  convention  adjourned  to  9:80  A.  M. 
Thursday,  June   12  th. 
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FOURTH  DAY— Thursday  Morning  Session 


The  convention  wa«  called  to  order  at 
9.45  o'clock  a.  m.,  Thursday,  June  12th, 
Vice-PreBident  Valentine  in  the  chair. 


SUPPLEMENTAL    BEPOBT    OF    OOMMIT- 
TEE  ON  0BEDENTIAL8. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J..  June  12.  1919. 
Your    Committee    on    Credentiab    recom- 
mends the  seating  of  the  followins  delegates : 
International  Brotherhood  of  Paper  Mak- 
ers— J.   T.    Carey,    Georse   J.   Schneider — 57 
votes. 

Central  Labor  Union,  Pittston,  Pa. — I.  N. 
Cathrall — 1    vote. 

International  Fur  Workers  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada — Morris  Kaufman,  Samuel 
Leibowits,   —    votes. 

Respectfully    submitted. 
CHARLES  F.   SCOTT,  Chairman, 
WALTER  V.  PRICE, 
E.    W.    EDWARDS,    Secretery. 
The    recommendation    of    the    committee 
was  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Clark,  Plate  Printers,  asked 
unanimous  consent  for  the  introduction  of 
a  resolution.  The  delefirate  of  the  Die 
Stampers  objected  and  the  resolution  was 
not   introduced. 

Delegate  Hayes,  M.  F.,  Typographical 
Union,  desired  to  be  relieved  from  service 
on    the   Label   Committee. 

The  request  of  Delesate  Hayes  was 
granted,  and  Delefirate  Barber,  of  the  United 
Garment  Workers,  was  substituted  in  bis 
place. 

Address  of  Miss  Margwret  BonfiekU  Fraternal 
Delegate  from  British  Tnidae  Union 
CoiinciL 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Workers:  I  feel 
it  a  very  great  honor  to  be  here  this  morn- 
ing as  a  fraternal  delegate  to  this  immense 
convention    from    the    British    Trades    Union 


Congress.  It  is  perhaps  significant  of  the 
times  in  which  we  live  that  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  should  for  the  first  time  have  sent 
a  woman  to  represent  them.  It  is  symbolic 
too,  I  think,  of  the  fact  that  in  our  eoimtry 
women  have  not  merely  risen  to  the  point 
of  asking  for  rights;  they  have  got  far 
beyond  that  and  they  are  now  saddled  with 
responsibility  in  the  workshop,  in  the  admin- 
istrative work  of  our  country.  And  because 
the  men  of  our  coimtry  recognise  that  the 
women  are  in  industry,  that  they  are  coming 
into  industry  in  increasing  numbers,  they 
desire  that  the  same  education,  the  same  ex- 
perience, and  the  same  responsibilities  which 
have  devek>ped  them  shaU  in  turn  develop 
the  women  workers  of  our  country.  Th«re 
is.  therefore,  a  very  strong  feeling  of  the 
importance  of  organising  the  women  into 
the  unions  and  in  helping  them  to  und«> 
stand  the  tremendous  infiuenee  that  they  will 
bear  upon  industrial  conditions. 

It  has  been  hoped  by  certain  sections  of 
the  employing  class  that  women  would  be  an 
easy  prey  to  the  pressure  of  economic  condi- 
tions, and  that  women  would  be  able  to  dis- 
place men  because  they  were  cheap.  On  the 
contrary,  experience  has  shown  in  the  last 
four  years  that  when  the  women  are  organ- 
ized they  are  able  to  fight  for  conditions  of 
employment,  for  the  minimum  standard  of 
conditions,  and  they  are  not  prepared  to  be 
used  as  tools  to  injure  and  destroy  the  stand- 
ards which  men  hav«  been  striving  to  build 
up  for  the  last  hundred  years. 

In  reading  the  history  of  your  Congress, 
that  amazing  publication  which  has  just  ap- 
peared, I  was  delighted  to  learn  that  as  far 
back  as  1894  your  convention  laid  it  down 
that  you  were  going  to  demand  the  same 
compensation  for  women  and  men  for  equal 
work  performed.  In  that  srou  are  entirely 
in  line  with  the  policy  of  the  British  Traaes 
Union  Congress.  It  is  very  vitel.  indeed, 
that  these  two  great  bodies,  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  and  the  British  Trades 
Union  Congress,  should  understand  each 
other  and  should  have  the  closest  possible 
working  agreement.  We  are  more  and  more 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  no  country 
alone  can  work  out  ita  economic  and  in- 
dustrial salvation,  and  those  two  great 
English-speaking  countries  will  have  a  very 
important  and  a  very  responsible  part  to 
play  in  building  up  the  new  world.  It 
would  be  absurd  for  me  to  attempt  to  sug- 
gest that  the  methods  which  we  find  adapt- 
ed to  our  country  are  methods  which  you 
ought  to  copy,  and  I  hope  in  nothing  I 
say  this  morning  will  it  be  understood  that 
I  am  making  such  an  inference.  We  are 
all  profoundly  convinced  that  each  country 
must  find  the  method  best  suited  to  ita  soil, 
ita    temperament,    ita   problems,   and   so   oa. 
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What  we  have  to  do  is  to  see  to  what  ex- 
tent we  can  learn  from  the  different  methods 
and  l^e  opposing  methods  which  other 
countries  are  endeavorins  to  adopt.  I  want. 
if  I  can.  in  the  time  at  my  disposal,  to  tell 
yon  what  we  believe  is  the  best  way  of 
developing  for  Great  Britain. 

We  have  been  for  four  and  a  half  years 
in  the  shadow  of  death.  We  have  been 
moved  to  the  depths  of  our  souls  by  the 
tiaffic  sorrow  of  our  time.  The  sense  of 
something  immense  is  upon  us.  We  feel 
Chat  we  have  come  to  the  end  of  a  civilisa- 
tion. We  feel  that  we  are  in  the  travail 
of  the  birth  of  a  new  world  and  that  it  will 
depend,  to  a  large  extent,  upon  the  clear- 
mindedness,  the  clear-sighted  vision  of  the 
labor  forces  of  our  country  whether  that 
^ew  world  is  going  to  be  better  or  worse 
than  the  old  one.  We  are  confident  that  in 
passing  through  this  period  of  suffering  we 
have  secured  a  wider  vision;  we  have,  we 
hope,  prepared  to  make  newer  claims  on 
life,  we  are  prepared  for  a  fiercer  recoil 
from  the  competitive  old  world  we  knew 
before  the  war. 

There  is  grown  up  in  our  midst  such  a 
hatred  of  war.  such  a  hatred  of  the  things 
that  caused  war,  that  we  are  confident  that 
apirit  will  carry  us  on  in  the  reconstruction 
of  a  world  in  which  war  will  have  no  place 
whatever.  Out  of  this  dark  night  we  are 
iooking  towards  a  very  grey  dawn  at  pres- 
ent. Many  people  are  concerning  themselves 
in  our  country  about  who  won  the  war. 
Xiast  December  our  placards,  about  ten  feet 
iiigh,  informed  us  that  Mr.  Lloyd  George 
won  the  war.  Numbers  of  other  people  are 
•claiming  they  won  the  war.  As  far  as  the 
JBritish  labor  movement  is  concerned  we  at 
this  moment  are  terribly  anxious  to  know 
when  we  will  win  the  peace,  and  we  are 
looking  forward  to  know  what  is  coming  to- 
mom>w,  and  the  day  after  that.  The  funda- 
mental thing  at  the  present  time  is  to  know 
how  the  labor  forces  can  use  their  powers 
to  win  a  just  and  a  lasting  peace.  That 
feeling  has  had  an  immense  effect  upon  the 
structure  of  our  movement. 

During  the  war,  when  we  were  working 
under  great  disadvantages,  when  we  were 
subjected  for  the  first  time  in  our  history 
to  the  Defense  of  the  Realms  Act,  Military 
Service  Acts,  Munition  Acts,  and  all  these 
other  repressions  put  upon  the  liberties  of 
the  people,  we  found  this  had  an  intensify- 
ing effect  upon  the  spirit  of  the  rank  and 
file.  The  trade  union  movement  was  second 
to  no  movement  in  the  world  in  helping  the 
Government  prosecute  the  war  with  all  the 
vigor  it  could  represent.  I  wish  to  make 
that  perfectly  clear.  I  belong  to  the  Left. 
I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  the  war  policy 
of  the  trade  unions  of  Great  Britain;  but 
I  want  to  make  it  clear  here,  as  their  dele- 
gate, that  at  no  time  during  the  war  was 
there  any  hesitation  or  doubt  on  the  part 
of  the  trades  unionists  of  our  country  in 
their  support  of  the  Government  and  their 
desire  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a  victory. 

Having  said  that,  I  want  to  say  at  the 
aame  time  that  during  the  whole  period  of 
the  war  we  never  lost  the  sense  of  the 
Importance  of  holding  to.  those  things  that 
atood  for  liberty  and  for  the  old,  precious 
traditions  our  country  has  built  up,  and 
always  whenever  we  felt  that  the  spirit  of 
unity  was  being  taken  advantage  of,  was  be- 
ing exploit*dd  by  those  who  were  more  con- 
cerned   about    profiteering    than    they    were 


about  winning  the  war,  whenever  we  felt 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  was  being  used  for 
selfish  and  personal  ends,  then  immediately 
there  was  a  fiare-up  of  revolt  on  the  part 
of  the  workers  of  the  country. 

When  under  the  repression,  as  I  say,  of 
these  Acts,  the  national  executives  were 
more  or  less  put  out  of  action,  when  our 
funds  were  threatened  with  confiscation,  then 
it  was  that  the  shop  stewards  and  the  rank 
and  file  in  the  workshops  stepped  into  the 
breach  and  defended  the  liberties  of  the 
people.  The  resourcefulness  and  the  daring 
of  people  who  were  obscure,  and  suffering 
in  defense  of  civil  liberties  is  a  thing  that 
will  go  down  in  our  records.  They  fought 
against  industrial  conscription,  they  built 
up  the  trade  unions  in  the  workshops  and 
factories  and  mills,  they  made  for  the  com- 
munity and  solidarity  of  labor  through  all 
these  years  of  war.  Over  and  over  again, 
when  reason  and  argument  were  treated  by 
the  Government  with  stony  indifference,  the 
unofficial  strikes  led  by  the  shop  stewards 
won  their  demands  for  the  workers. 

Let  us  Uke  the  classic  case  of  a  group 
of  10,000  women  employed  by  a  large  arma- 
ment firm  in  the  north  of  England.  They 
happened  to  be  a  group  in  my  own  trade 
miion,  so  I  know  personally  about  the  nego- 
tiations. These  women  were  being  paid  the 
scandalous  wage  of  from  one  penny-three 
farthings  to  tup-pence-ha'penny  an  hour,  and 
they  were  being  asked  to  work  twelve-hour 
shifts — night  and  day  shifts.  Women  were 
so  overcome  and  exhausted  they  were  drop- 
ping down  at  their  work.  A  demand  went  in 
that  there  should  be  an  incraase  in  wages 
and  paym<dnt  for  overtime  and  night  work. 
That  demand  was  played  with,  it  was  put  on 
one  side,  and  they  waited  for  two  months  for 
any  sort  of  recognition  by  the  Government 
Department  concerned. 

Then  one  day  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing the  whole  of  those  10,000  on  the  Tyne- 
side  stopped  work  simultaneously.  They 
took  out  of  their  pockets  knitting  and  sewing 
and  started  knitting  socks  for  soldiers.  The 
management  was  in  a  fearful  state.  They 
said:  "What  is  the  matter  with  you?"  The 
women  said,  "You  go  to  the  boss;  he  knows 
what  is  the  matter  with  us."  They  went 
to  the  boss,  and  of  course  the  boss  knew 
exactly  what  was  wrong.  He  telegraphed 
to  the  Minister  of  Munitions  and  they,  in 
turn,  telegraphed  to  us.  We  said.  "We  can- 
not interfere:  we  have  been  asking  you  for 
two  months  to  give  those  girls  justice  and 
you  have  done  nothing."  The  claim  was  put 
through  in  twenty-four  hours  and  the  girls' 
wages  were  raised  fmm  one  penny-three 
farthings  to  tup-pence  ha'penny  to  five  penod). 
with  overtime  and  night  payment  arranged 
for.  as  a  result  of  the  twenty -feur-hour 
strike. 

When  you  are  told  that  agitators  stirred 
up  strife  in  our  country  don't  you  believe 
it;  it  was  the  Government  that  caused  most 
unionism  during  the  *%st  four  years.  Take, 
for  instance,  the  National  Union  of  Railway 
Men,  which  had  182,000  members  in  1914. 
and  at  the  end  of  1918,  402.000.  an  increase 
of  270.000  m  that  one  body.  The  General 
Labourers'  Union  had  82.000 ;  this  sprang  up 
to  812.000.  an  increase  of  220.000.  The 
Postal  Clerks  were  very  poorly  organized 
in  1918.  only  11,000;  they  sprang  up  to 
26,000.  an  increase  of  over  16.600.  And  so 
I  could  go  on  reading  all  through  the  list,  so 
that  at  the  end  of  1018  the  figures  presented 
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to  the  Consrress  showed  enormous  develop- 
rnents  in  certain  clearly  defined  sroupt.  The 
General  Laborers*  at  our  last  Ck>nfirress  n&ade 
up  a  group  of  002,670.  The  greatest  sinsrle 
ffroup  is  the  miners,  with  680,000.  Although 
they  were  one  of  the  most  hiffhly  orsranized 
trades  before  the  war  they  added  60,000 
members  durins  the  war.  This  illustrates 
what  I  said  when  I  spoke  of  unity  and 
concentration  of  labor  in  the  workshops,  the 
factories,  and   the  milk. 

Most  of  you  have  heard  about  the  very 
wonderful  development  of  our  trades  union 
structure  and  the  extent  of  sroupins  to- 
firether  of  interests  in  industries.  The  min- 
ers, the  railroad  workers  and  the  trans- 
portation workers  have  formed  themselves 
into  a  defensive  alliance,  known  as  the  Triple 
Alliance.  It  may  be  appropriate  at  Uiis 
moment  to  refer  to  a  development  which 
created  a  sreat  deal  of  interest  on  this 
side  as  well  as  on  the  other  side.  At  the 
time  when  the  Triple  Alliance  was  nesro- 
tiatinff  with  the  Government  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  apprehension  in  the 
country  as  to  what  was  ffoinsr  to  happen. 
The  Prime  Minister  decided  to  call  an  in- 
dustrial conference.  Some  people  had  the 
idea — and  I  am  not  ffoinff  to  say  it  is  a 
true  idea,  it  probably  isn't  true  at  all — that 
this  industrial  conference  was  called  to 
stave  off  the  demands  made  by  the  Triple 
Alliance.  Others  went  so  far  as  to  say  it 
probably  was  an  attempt  to  split  the  trade 
union  movement  by  trying  to  array  all  the 
other  trades  against  the  Triple  Alliance. 
I  don't  think  there  is  anything  in  that;  if 
there  is   it  did  not  come  off. 

Some  of  the  largest  employers  of  labor, 
and  the  most  representative  groups  of  trades 
unionists  were  called  into  consultation.  At 
the  first  conference  the  proceedinsrs  were 
opened  with  a  speech  by  the  Prime  Min- 
ister, and  both  the  leaders  on  the  employ- 
ers' side  and  the  leaders  on  the  workers' 
side  agreed  to  the  appointment  of  an  interim 
council,  to  prepare  an  agenda  for  a  sub- 
sequent conference  to  be  called.  I  had  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  two  women  selected 
to  prepare  the  report  for  the  Government. 
It  was  there  stated  also  that  the  Triple 
Alliance  would  not  come  into  this  conference 
because  they  would  not  have  their  negotia- 
tions now  pending  interfered  with.  They 
wished  the  conference  well,  they  hoped  it 
would  Ko  ahead  and  Ret  thinffs  for  the  other 
trade,  but  for  their  part  they  stood  outside. 
The  rest  of  us  concurred  very  larsely  with 
the  decision  of  the  Triple  Alliance;  we 
felt  that  such  a  conference  as  this  had 
nothing  to  offer  them  and  that  the  value  of 
this  conference  would  be  for  the  semi-organ- 
ized and  the  unorganized  trades. 

We  sat  for  a  fortnight  and  produced  this 
document,  which  is  printed  as  a  Government 
Report.  We  had  a  most  interesting  time. 
We  met  in  three  main  committees  with  the 
leading  employers  of  the  day.  We  hammered 
out  the  differences  between  us  and  arrived 
at  a  moderate  program  which  was  consented 
to  by  both  sides.  Both  employers  and 
workers  agreed  we  were  not  willing  to  rec- 
ommend this  to  our  constituent  bodies  un- 
less we  had  a  guarantee  from  th^  Govern- 
ment that  they  meant  business.  If  we 
recommended  it  we  must  have  the  guarantee 
from  the  Government  that  they  would  give 
us  the  legislation  we  asked  for. 

One  clause  In  the  report  dealt  with  what 
we  know  as  recognition.  Both  employers 
and    working    people    were    unanimous,    and 


this  represents  some  of  the  biggest  employ- 
ers in  our  country  in  the  engineering  trades, 
the  textile  trades,  the  sugar  and  confec- 
tionery trades,  and  so  on.  This  clause  is  as 
follows : 

"On  the  subject  of  methods  of  negotia- 
tion between  employers  and  work  people, 
the  committee  recognized  the  importance  of 
establishing  an  understanding  on  the  ques- 
tion of  'recognition.'  Their  opinion  is  as 
follows : 

(a)  The  basis  of  negotiation  between  em- 
ployers and  workpeople  should,  as  is  pres- 
ently the  case  in  the  chief  industries  of 
the  country,  be  the  full  and  frank  acceptance 
of  the  employers'  organizations  on  the  one 
hand  and  trade  unions  on  the  other  as  the 
recognized  organizations  to  speak  and  act 
on  behalf  of  their  members. 

(b)  The  members  should  accept  the  Juris- 
diction  of   their   respective   organizations. 

(c)  The  employers'  organizations  and  the 
trade  unions  should  enter  into  negotiations 
for  the  purpose  of  the  establishment  of 
machinery  or  revision,  if  necessary,  of  exist- 
ing machinery,  for  the  avoidance  of  disputes, 
and  the  machinery  should  provide,  where 
in  any  question  at  issue  there  are  more 
than  one  employers'  organization  or  trade 
union  representing  the  same  class  of  em- 
ployers or  workpeople,  a  representative 
method  of  negotiation,  so  that  settlements 
arrived  at  will  cover  all  parties  concerned.** 

Now,  that  means,  in  effect,  that  whereas 
miners  and  railroad  workers  had  long  ag» 
received  recognition,  had  long  ago  got  such 
a  position  in  our  country  that  no  Govern- 
ment would  dare  ignore  the  direct  consulta- 
tion of  these  representatives  in  any  ques- 
tions affecting  their  trades;  nevertheless,  we 
have  many  miscellaneous  and  unorganized 
trades,  and  we  have  the  petty  little  em- 
ployer, who  is  a  tyrant  in  his  workshop. 
We  still  have  the  employer  (in  diminishing 
quantity),  who  refused  to  recognize  the 
trade  union  officiaL  This  document,  once 
and  for  all,  lays  it  down  that  no  employer 
in  our  country  will  be  considered  respectable 
if  he  refuses  to  meet  the  proper  trade  union 
official  for  the  group  representing  his  trade. 

The  moral  effect  of  this  report  is  infinitely 
greater  than  the  immediate  practical  effect. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  there  is  no  immediate 
practical  effect,  because  when  we  met  in 
a  conference  Just  before  I  left  England,  we 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  reply  received 
from  the  Government  and  they  were  nego- 
tiating for  further  legislative  guarantees  on 
the  proposals  we  made.  This  report  does 
contain  the  possibility  of  setting  up  what 
we  are  going  to  ask  for,  an  Industrial 
Parliament.  In  our  country  there  are  em- 
ployers who  are  prepared  to  work  whole- 
heartedly— and  I  am  not  saying  that  in  any 
sense  of  humbug  or  camouflage — for  a  dras- 
tic change  in  the  methods  of  production,  dis- 
tribution, and  vsxchange.  They  are  bringing 
their  strength  to  bear  on  our  side  to  bring 
about  this  better  system  of  a  co-operative 
commonwealth. 

When  we  met  in  conference  the  employ- 
ers' side  was  very  concerned  about  increasing 
production,  and  we  said:  "Very  well,  go 
ahead.  You  write  a  memorandum  on  in- 
creasing production  and  show  us  how  you 
want  it  done.  Put  that  memorandum  in  as 
a  memorandum  from  the  employers.  We, 
on  our  side,  will  submit  a  memorandum 
showing  what  we  believe  to  be  the  eauses 
of  industrial  unrest  and  the  cure  for  that 
unrest.     We  won't  ask  yon  to  agree  to  our 
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memorandum,  and  yon  needn't  ask  us  to 
asree  to  yours/*  Well,  we  came  up  to 
scratch  and  put  our  memorandum  in,  but 
the  employers  could  not  affree  amons  them- 
selves  as  to  bow  they  were  ffoinflr  to  in- 
crease  the  output  and  what  they  wanted  us 
to  do  in  order  to  set  it  done,  so  they  have 
put  in  no  memorandum,  while  we  have  the 
splendid  propaganda  of  our  memorandum  in 
a  Government  document. 

The  summins  up  of  our  memorandum  is: 

"The  fundamental  causes  of  labor  unrest 
are  to  be  found  rather  in  the  srowins  de- 
termination of  labor  to  challenge  the  whole 
ezistinff  structure  of  capitalistic  industry 
than  in  any  of  the  more  special  and  smaller 
irrievances  which  come  to  the  surface  at  any 
particular  time. 

"The  root  causes  are  two-fold — ^the  break- 
down of  the  existing  capitalist  system  of 
industrial  organisation,  in  the  sense  that 
the  mass  of  uie  working  class  is  now  flrmly 
convinced  that  production  for  private  profit 
is  not  an  equitable  basis  on  this  to  build, 
and  that  a  vast  extension  of  public  owner- 
ship and  democratic  control  of  industry  is 
urgently  necessary.  It  is  no  longer  possible 
for  oraranised  labor  to  be  controlled  by  force 
or  compulsion  of  any  kind.  It  has  srown 
too  strong  to  remain  within  the  bounds  of 
the  old  industrial  system  and  its  unsatisfied 
demand  for  the  reorsranization  of  industry 
on  democratic  lines  is  not  only  the  most 
important,  but  also  a  constantly  srowins 
cause  of  unrest. 

"The  second  primary  cause  is  closely 
linked  with  the  first.  It  is  that,  desiring 
the  creation  of  a  new  industrial  system 
which  shall  gradually  but  speedily  replace 
the  old,  the  workers  can  see  no  indication 
that  either  the  Government  or  the  employers 
have  realised  the  necessity  for  any  funda- 
mental chanflre,  or  that  they  are  prepared 
even  to  make  a  beffinnins  of  industrial 
■reorganization  on  more  democratic  princi- 
ples. The  absence  of  any  constructive 
policy  on  the  side  of  the  Government  or  the 
employers,  taken  in  conjunction  with  the 
fact  that  labor,  through  the  Trades  Union 
Congress  and  the  Labor  Party,  and  through 
the  various  trade  union  organizations,  has 
put  forward  a  comprehensive  economic  and 
industrial  program,  has  presented  the  work- 
ers with  a  sharp  contrast  from  which  they 
naturally   draw  their  own   deductions. 

"It  is  clear  that  unless  and  until  the 
Government  is  prepared  to  realize  the  need 
for  comprehensive  reconstruction  on  a 
democratic  basis,  and  to  formulate  a  con- 
structive policy  leading  toward  economic 
democracy,  there  can  be  at  most  no  more 
than  a  temporary  diminution  of  industrial 
unrest  to  be  followed  inevitably  by  further 
waves   of   constantly   growing   magnitude. 

"The  changes  involved  in  this  reconstrud- 
tion  must,  of  course,  be  gradual,  but  if 
unrest  is  to  be  prevented  from  assuming 
dangerous  forms  an  adequate  assurance  must 
be  given  immediately  to  the  workers  that 
the  whole  problem  is  being  taken  courage- 
ously in  hand.  It  is  not  enough  merely  to 
tinker  with  particular  grievances  or  to  en- 
deavor to  reconstruct  the  old  system  by 
slight  adjustments  to  meet  the  new  demands 
of  labor.  It  is  essential  to  question  the 
whole  basis  upon  which  our  industry  has 
been  conducted  in  the  past  and  to  endeavor 
to  find,  in  substitution  for  the  motive  of 
private  gain,  some  other  motive  which  will 
serve  better  as  the  foundation  of  a  demo- 
cratic system.     This  motive  can  be  no  other 


than  the  motive  of  public  service,  which  at 
present  is  seldom  invoked  save  when  the 
wo*-kera  threaten  to  stop  the  process  of 
production  by  a  strike.  The  motive  of  pub- 
lic service  should  be  the  dominant  motive 
throughout  the  whole  industrial  system,  and 
the  problem  in  industry  at  the  present  day 
Is  that  of  bringing  home  to  every  person 
engaged  in  industry  the  feeling  that  he  is 
the  servant,  not  of  any  particular  class  or 
person,  but  of  the  community  as  a  whole. 
This  cannot  be  done  so  long  as  industry 
continues  to  be  conducted  for  private  profit, 
and  the  widest  possible  extension  of  public 
ownership  and  democratic  control  of  industry 
is  therefore  the  first  necessary  condition  of 
the  removal  of  industrial  unrest." 

Of  course,  that  document  has  been  treated 
in  various  ways,  according  to  the  type  of 
mind  which  reads  It.  That  and  other  docu- 
ments issued  by  trade  union  organizations 
have  been  met  in  some  quarters  of  the 
capitalist  press — not  alL  I  am  glad  to  say 
some  have  shown  sense  and  sanity,  and 
some  have  given  constructive  criticism, 
which  we  are  glad  to  have  and  will  make 
use  of — but  a  section  of  the  press  seems  to 
think  they  can  destroy  that  sort  of  thing 
by  virulent  abuse  of  the  most  violent  char- 
acter. They  overdid  It  and  there  is  a  re- 
action. The  other  day  one  of  our  weekly 
papers  had  a  gross  attack  upon  Robert 
Smillie,  who  is  probably  one  of  the  best 
beloved  leaders  in  our  country.  He  was 
called  a  Bolshevist  and  all  sorts  of  things 
lil:e  that.     This  is  what  happened: 

I  went  down  to  a  meeting  in  the  Bast 
End  and  heard  some  of  the  very  rough  dock 
workers  talking.  One  said:  "I  saw  in  the 
papers  today  that  Bob  Smillie  is  a  Bolshevist 
and  he  is  a  foUower  of  Lenine."  "Oh,"  said 
the  other.  "If  Lenine  is  anything  like  Bob 
Smillie  he  is  a  damned  good  sort." 

The  program  on  immediate  reforms,  of 
course,  you  probably  know  as  much  about 
as  I  can  tell  you.  The  movement  for  the 
forty-seven-hour  week  by  trade  negotiation 
is  going  on  apace,  and  It  is  interesting  to 
know  that  both  the  strongest  organizations 
and  the  weakest  sections  of  the  community 
are  being  helped.  We  have  the  great  engi- 
neering and  allied  trades  sweeping  into  their 
forty-seven-hour  week  by  negotiation  with 
the  employers,  and  a  very  sweated  trade 
like  the  women  rope  makers,  nuiny  of  whom 
are  married  and  n&any  of  whom  are  elderly, 
have  organized  and  are  getting  a  minimum 
wage  through  the  trade  board  method,  and 
now  have  secured  by  negotiation  a  forty- 
seven-hour  week. 

I  would  not  be  too  optimistic;  we  still 
have  large  tracts  of  industrial  areas  in  our 
country  where  they  are  not  anywhere  near 
the  forty-seven-hour  week,  and  that  is  why 
we  are  trying  to  get  the  bill  through  Parlia- 
ment. If  there  is  any  group  that  Is  particu- 
larly interested  I  should  be  very  haroy  to 
explain  the  difference  between  the  Whitley 
Councils  and  the  Trade  Board  methods,  and 
so  on.  We  are  trying  anything  and  every- 
thing in  our  country  that  will  help  us  get 
a  decent  standard  for-  every  trade  in  the 
country. 

The  new  Trade  Boards  we  have  set  up  in 
the  country  In  the  last  three  months  are 
for  the  workers  on  women's  clothing,  aerated 
water,  flax  spinning,  laundry,  brushes  and 
brooms,  and  so  on.  We  feel  that  everything 
we  can  do  to  bring  the  sweated  workers  up 
will  help  to  aid  the  unity  and  solidarity 
of  the  whole  of  the  labor  movement. 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  we  are  keeping  neck 
and   neck   race   with  you   in   the   classes  of 
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workers  that  are  orffanixed  into  the  trade 
anions.  We  have  oar  national  organisation 
of  police  officers.  The  psyehological  effect 
of  that  has  been  verj  immense,  and  in  oar 
processions  and  demonstrations,  and  in  con- 
nection with  oar  open-air  meetings  we  find 
a  brother  and  a  comrade  in  the  n&an  in  bloe. 
always  prepared  to  lend  a  helping  hand  when 
it  does  not  interfere  with  his  official  duties. 

The  latest  recraits  to  trade  anionism  were 
the  college  bed  makers  in  Cambridge  and 
Oxford.  These  were  women  of  sixty;  they 
organised  and  demanded  a  living  rate  of 
wages  from  the  Dons.  We  have  also  im- 
proved organisation  in  the  higher  branches 
of  the  civil  service  employes,  whkt  I  think 
yoa  woald  call  the  Federal  Employes.  It 
is  of  immense  help  to  as  to  get  these  men 
of  ability  and  experience  inside  the  trade 
anion  movement.  Actors  and  actresses 
formed  a  strong  trade  anion.  They  are  pro- 
testing against  certain  very  bad  methods  of 
employment.  They  have  already  secared 
great  reforms,  and  they.  too.  are  affiliated 
to  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress.  We 
hope  in  the  pageantry  and  the  light  and 
eok>r  of  oar  conferences  we  shall  have  im- 
mense help  from  that  branch. 

We  have  a  anion  of  journalists.  In  oar 
last  Congress  when  we  made  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  press  for  their  coortesy  daring 
the  week,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  having 
the  reply  n&ade  by  a  trade  unionist.  That 
national  union  has  already  proved  its  worth 
in  protecting  the  integri^  of  the  rmorter. 
In  our  country  we  have  the  type  of  poli- 
tician who.  when  he  gets  a  little  loose  in 
his  talk  and  says  something  a  little  indis- 
creet, throws  it  back  on  the  shoulders  of 
the  press.  The  last  time  it  was  tried  on 
the  National  Union  of  Journalists  I  took  the 
matter  up  with  vigor  and  demonstrated  the 
integrity  of  the  reporter,  very  much  to  the 
embarrassment  of  the  politician. 

One  of  the  most  inu>ortant  subjects  we 
are  discussing  in  our  trade  unions  is  the 
subject  of  education.  Here  we  have  a  very 
strong  policy  and  we  believe  it  is  vital  to 
pursue  this  policy  by  every  means  at  our 
disposaL  We  have  had  a  very  direct  effect 
upon  molding  the  Education  Act,  and  we 
have  made  it  a  part  of  our  policy  to  run 
educationists  as  candidates  for  the  admin- 
istrative bodies  of  the  County  and  Borough 
Councils. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  C.  W.  Bowerman.  our  Con- 
gress Secretary,  is  the  Labor  Member  for 
the  Deptford  division;  this  time  the  Dept- 
ford  Labor  Party  ran  Margaret  McMillan, 
one  of  the  finest  educationists  in  our  coun- 
try. They  got  her  returned  to  the  London 
County  Council  so  that  she  would  be  placed 
on  the  Education  Committee  and  will  influ- 
ence the  educational  policy  of  the  London 
schools.  In  Northumberland  and  Glamorgan- 
shire we  have  returned  a  sufficient  number 
of  labor  men  to  completely  control  the 
County  CounciL  We  feel  it  so  important, 
because  in  reading  history  when  we  try  to 
discover  what  changed  the  German  nation 
into  a  militarist  state  we  have  traced  the 
cause  to  the  Itoseript  of  1889,  when  the 
Kaiser  addressed  a  command  to  the  teaching 
faculty  of  Germany,  and  when  they  sub- 
ordinated the  whole  educational  machine  to 
taming  out  types  in  the  schools  who  would 
be  the  willing  servants  of  a  militarist  autoc- 
racy. We  want  to  safeguard  our  children 
from  anything  like  that  creeping  into  our 
eountry.  And  so  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
decided  upon  this  resolution: 


(a)  "That  it  he  made  obligatory  upon  all 
local  education  authorities  to  make  adequate 
provision  for  medical  and  dental  treatment 
for  all  children  attending  the  public  ele- 
mentary schools. 

(b)  That  it  be  made  obligatory  upon  all 
local  education  authorities  to  make  adequate 
provision  for  special  training  at  organised 
games,  including  school  playing  fields  and 
school  baths. 

(c)  That  the  Board  of  Education  inform 
local  education  authorities  that  physical 
training  given  in  the  elementary  and  sec- 
ondary or  continuation  schools  must  not  be 
of  a  military  bias  or  intention,  and  that  no 
grant  be  paid  on  account  of  time  spent  in 
training  which  is  military  in  intention  or 
character." 

And  we  are  determined  to  watch  this 
very  closely,  because  we  know  that  if  we 
allow  the  system  to  grow  up  that  grew  up 
in  Germany  they  will  take  our  children  from 
us  and  we  will  have  very  little  control  over 
the  type  of  mind  that  is  growing  up  today. 

I  must  refer  again  to  international  action, 
because  it  is  most  important  that  none  of 
you  should  misunderstand  the  position  of 
our  movement  on  that  matter.  We  know 
how  difficult  it  is,  because  we  have  not 
been  able  to  get  news  of  you  except  through 
garbled  press  reports,  and  we  know  how 
easy  it  is  for  those  who  desire  to  misrepre- 
sent us  to  give  a  wrong  color  to  what  we 
are  trying  to  do.  The  Trades  Union  Con- 
gress in  England  is  what  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  is  in  America,  and  it 
represents  four  and  one-half  million  work- 
ers. The  decision  of  the  Blackpool  Congress 
was  that  we  should  put  our  house  in  order 
and  take  up  the  duty  we  had  badly  neglected 
during  the  last  seventeen  years,  and  that 
was  that  the  Trades  Union  Congress  should 
take  its  place  in  the  international  trade  union 
movement. 

Owing  to  our  default  a  very  much  smaller 
organised  group,  known  as  the  General  Fed- 
eration of  Trade  Unions,  stepped  into  the 
breach  and  attended  international  confer- 
ences in  the  name  of  the  British  trades 
union  movement.  This  group  was  formed 
by  conference  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a 
strike  insurance  fund  to  help  the  little 
unions  in  case  of  strike.  It  has  attached 
to  it  something  like  1,082,000  members. 
They  are  affiliated  for  strike  purposes  to 
the  General  Federation  of  Trades  Unions. 
The  most  considerable  group  are  the  textile 
workers.  Of  the  members  in  the  General 
Federation  only  90,000  of  them  are  not  rep- 
resented at  the  Trades  Union  Congress ;  that 
is  to  say.  there  are  only  90.000  organised 
workers  that  are  not  included  in  the  trade 
union  congress  figures  of  four  and  one-half 
millions.  In  a  copy  of  "The  Federationist," 
which  came  to  our  country  Just  before  I 
left   England,   there  was  an  article  on  this 

auestion  and  a  statement  had  been  made 
liat  the  Labor  Party  had  endeavored  to  oust 
Mr.  Appleton  from  the  councils  of  the  na- 
tional body.  Whoever  gave  that  informa- 
tion must  have  been  ignorant  of  the  situa- 
tion or  must  have  been  misinformed.  It 
was  the  Trades  Union  Congress  itself  that 
decided  this  duplication  should  cease,  and 
it  was  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress,  upon 
a  motion  by  the  miners,  that  the  Council 
was  dissolved. 

The  decision  of  the  Blackpool  Congress 
was  confirmed  at  Derby  last  year.  We  r^ 
gretted  that  there  was  a  strained  relation 
between  the  officials  of  the  Fedeiation  and 
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the  Parliamentary  Committee,  becavse  the 
former  did  not  want  to  accept  thf  decision. 
While  we  thank  Mr.  Appleton  for  stepping 
into  the  breach  when  we  neglected  eur  duty, 
we  feel  Conjrress  must  use  its  influence  as 
a  whole  instead  of  allowing  a  smaU  portion 
—less  than  a  fourth — to  represent  it.  We 
of  the  British  Trades  Union  Congress  will 
have  to  take  a  very  large  part  probably, 
on  account  of  our  size,  with  you  in  moldmflr 
the  future  of  the  international  trade  union 
movement.  .  ^      , ,  .  . 

Another  very  important  point  which  must 
be  cleared  up  is  in  relation  to  the  attitude 
of  the  Trades  Union  Congress  with  refirard 
to  the  Labor  Party.  I  have  explained  the 
attitude  of  the  Congress  toward  the  General 
Federation  of  Trades  Unions.  The  latter  will 
go  on  vrtth  perfect  liberty  to  develop  its 
own  line,  but  we  take  over  the  work  for 
the  international.  I  have  watched  your  press 
carefully,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  section 
of  it  which  desires  to  give  the  opinion  that 
the  Trades  Union  Congress  and  the  Labor 
Party  are  antagonistic  and  are  fighting  each 
other.  That  is  an  entirely  erroneous  impres- 
sion. The  position  is  this:  There  are  cer- 
tain trades  unions  affiliated  to  the  Congress 
that  do  not  belong  to  the  British  Labor 
Party.  The  two  most  prominent  are  the 
Brass  Workers'  Union,  whose  secretary  is 
Mr.  Davis,  and  the  Seamen's  Union,  whose 
secretary  is  Mr.  J.  Havek>ck  Wilson.  They 
brought  forward  in  the  Trades  Union  Con- 
gress a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  trade 
union  labor  party  should  be  formed  which 
should  be  under  the  control  of  the  Trades 
Union  Congress.  The  London  Society  of 
Compositors  then  moved  an  amendment, 
which  was.  in  effect,  to  declare  that  the 
Congress  would  loyally  co-operate  with  the 
Labor  Party  and  strongly  deprecating  any 
attempts  at  disruption. 

Mr.  Havelock  Wilson,  when  he  saw  the 
tide  was  flowing  stronger  against  him.  tried 
to  modify  that  resolution,  but  the  Congress 
insisted  on  a  vote  on  the  straight  issue, 
with  the  result  that  when  the  voting  took 
place  the  vote  for  the  London  Society  of 
Compositors'  amendment  was  8.816,000. 
against  the  amendment,  667,000.  So  you 
see  the  decision  of  the  Congress  was  of 
such  an  overwhelming  nature  that  the  vote 
scotched  that  misrepresentation  on  the  head 
for  all  time. 

Now  I  am  coming  to  what  I  consider  the 
most  revolutionary  structural  change  in  our 
country.  I  rejoice  in  the  great,  splendid 
spirit  of  our  trade  union  movement.  I  re- 
joice in  the  fact  that  the  labor  movement 
in  our  country  has  become  economically 
and  politically  united,  but  I  also  rejoice 
that  the  trade  unionist  as  i|  producer  has 
not  forgotten  that  he  is  a  consumer,  and 
so  we  have  what  we  call  the  third  wing  of 
our  movement,  the  great  co-operative  move- 
ment. In  this  third  wing  we  have  the  union 
of  forces  between  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
and  the  great  co-operative  societies.  The 
Trades  Union  Congress  has  entered  into  a 
very  definite  alliance  with  the  co-operative 
movement.  We  realise  that  we  must  not 
only  safeguard  our  interests  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  but  we  must  safeguard  our 
interests  in  getting  hold  of  the  raw  material 
and  the  processes  of  production. 

We  have  in  the  co-operative  societies 
4,000,000  members;  have  a  share  and  loan 
capital  of  $860,000,000:  we  have  a  trading 
turn  over  of  $1,126,000,000;  a  net  surplus 
oi  $90,000,000,  and  a  wage  bill  of  $60,000- 


,000.  We  pay  not  only  the  highest  trada 
union  wages,  but  in  excess  of  trade  union 
wages.     The  employes  number  over  162,000. 

In  the  old  days  there  was  between  the 
mass  of  producers  and  the  mass  of  the  con- 
sumers a  whole  wilderness  of  private  trade 
desolated  by  competition,  and  we  have  now 
decided  that  we  are  no  longer  content  that 
every  wage  advance  shall  be  swallowed  up 
by  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  living. 

Thanks  to  our  co-operative  movement  we 
have  nothing  to  learn  from  the  employers  as 
to  how  to  manage  great  industrial  concerns. 
When  the  Government  was  in  a  hole  about 
how  it  was  going  to  feed  the  troops,  how  it 
was  going  to  get  commodities  distributed 
and  check  profiteering,  they  turned  to  the 
laboring  people,  organized  in  their  co-opera- 
tive societies,  and  they  got  our  help.  And 
how  did  they  repay  usT  The  first  food 
controller  put  into  office  was  a  man  con- 
cerned with  the  private  interest  of  the  groc« 
ery  trade,  and  he  diverted  the  raw  material 
and  supplies  from  the  co-operatives.  Ok. 
we  have  learned  our  lesson  1  We  believe 
in  self-reliance.  We  believe  in  the  united 
independence  of  labor;  we  believe  that  we 
have  got  to  look  after  our  own  business. 

We  have  our  own  banking,  our  own  iu- 
surance.  our  own  factories,  mills,  bakeries, 
ships,  carriage-building  works,  tobacco  fac- 
tories, clothing,  tea  plantations,  and  mines. 
We  have  got  international  trade  relations. 
We  believe  by  these  three  movements  we 
are  going  to  develop  a  working  class  of 
brain  workers  and  hand  workers  on  these 
lines:  as  producers  through  our  trade  union 
organizations,  as  consumers  through  the 
check  we  have  on  production  and  distribu- 
tion through  our  great  trading  concerns,  and 
as  citizens  through  our  control  of  govern- 
ment, both  legislative  and  administrative. 

I  hope  in  this  country  when  you  are  told 
tales  about  the  disruption  of  the  labor  move- 
ment you  will  understand  that  those  dis- 
ruptive forces  are  on  the  fringes.  Of  course 
we  have  got  them!  We  have  an  extreme 
Right  that  cannot  say  foul  things  enough 
about  the  forces  that  are  getting  things 
done.  We  have  an  extreme  Left  that  calls 
us  labor  fakers,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing — 
language  I  think  they  have  more  or  less 
developed  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  They 
use  a  lot  of  new  words  we  as  labor  leaders 
never  heard  of  before  I 

But  these  things  don't  count;  what  connta 
is  that  there  is  amongst  us  a  group  repre- 
senting about  8.000,000  souls,  who  with 
their  families  represent  a  large  part  of  the 
population,  including  the  wives,  the  children 
and  the  old  people.  We  are  full  of  the*  com- 
munity spirit,  we  are  recognising  that  we 
have  responsibility,  not  murely  to  myself  as 
a  shop  assistant,  not  merely  to  John  Jones 
as  a  carpenter,  but  we  recognize  the  re- 
sponsibility that  rests  upon  us  towards  the 
whole  community,  those  that  are  just  com- 
ing into  the  world  as  well  as  those  that  are 
going  out  of  it.  We  want  to  develop  the 
broad,  tolerant  spirit  that  will  look  every- 
where for  ideas  and  assimilate  those  ideas; 
to  secure  justice  for  the  great  nuwses  of 
the  people  and  to  do  injustice  to  none. 

I  bring  you  the  most  cordial  greetings 
from  our  trade  union  movement  as  a  whole, 
and  I  wish  you  God-speed  in  building  «p, 
on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  thf  bulwark 
for  labor  that  we  are  trying  to  build  on 
our  side. 

President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 
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Address   of  Fntsmsl   Delsgats   8.   Fiimty: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Fellow  Workers— I 
regard  this  opportunity  as  according  to 
me  the  greatest  honor  of  which  I  have 
been  the  recipient  during  the  whole  of 
my  life.  I  have  been  in  the  trade  union 
movement  the  largest  part  of  my  life:  it 
has  been  one  of  the  proudest  boasts  that 
I  make  to  myself  and  my  friends,  some- 
times, that  I  have  never  worked  for  an 
ordinary  employer  for  nearly  the  last 
forty  years.  I  have  always  been  in  the 
employ  of  my  fellow  workers,  and  of 
course,  coming  after  that  length  of  ser- 
•  vice  as  this  does,  I  feel  myself  greatly 
honored  and  greatly  indebted  to  my  fel- 
low trade  unionists  who  decided  that  I 
should  be  their  representative  here  to- 
day, and  to  you  people  who  have  so 
kindly  received  me  since  H  arrived.  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  I  shall  carry  back 
very  pleasant  recollections  of  the  great 
kindnesses  that  have  been  shown  to  me 
by  your  representatives  here  and  by  all 
the  people  with  whom  I  have  come  In 
contact. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  pleased  to  see  you 
In  your  position  there  as  chairman  of 
this  great  convention.  After  your  visit, 
your  third  visit  4o  our  Trades  Union 
Congress  last  year  we  were  all  proud  to 
see  you  there,  and  we  were  very  sorry 
to  learn  through  the  papers  that  some 
mischance  had  befallen  you,  and  we 
rather  expected  that  the  "shake"  would 
have  been  too  much.  So  I  am  Klad  to 
find  you  here  In  your  position,  looking 
well  and  strong,  almost  entitling  us  to 
say  that  you  are  renewing  your  youth. 
We  hope  that  health  and  strength  wlU 
remain  with  you  and  that  you  will  con- 
tinue In  your  service  for  nianv  years  to 
come  as  the  director  and  leader  on  the 
great  questions  that  must  confront  us  in 
the  very  near  future. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  worker^  I 
think  you  wUl  agree  with  me  that  If  Miss 
Bondfleld  Is  the  first  woman  delegate  to 
this  great  conventlorL  I  «»P«^t  you  will 
say  you  hope  she  will  not  be  the  last.  I 
raUier  gather  that  you  are  willing  that 
she  should  come  again,  or  I  was  rather 
beginning  to  gather  a  feeling  of  sus- 
picion that  you  wanted  to  k»«P.,°f-  „i 
don't  think,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  our 
people  on  the  other  side  would  agree  to 
Sat.  However.  I  am  very  proud  and 
pleased  that  Miss  Bondfleld.  as  the  first 
woman  fraternal  delegate,  hM  led  us 
through  the  great  questions  that  confront 
us  ^o  eflaciently  and  so  well  and  so 
clearly,  so  enthusiastically  and  so  con- 
vincingly that  everybody  here  is  satis- 
fled  that  she  has^done  more  than  her 
h««t  We  hone  that  she  will  live  to 
"^me  aSaln  aSd  repeat  to  your  satlsfa^ 
tlon  the  speech  or  something  like  that 
which  she  has  so  weU  delivered  this 
morning. 

A  man  Is  always  at  a  disadvantage 
when  a  previous  speaker  succeeds  excel- 
lently if  he  be  a  feUow.  a  mere  man 
ifke  himself;  but  If  It  happens  to  be  a 
lady  who  precedes  him  and  excels  every- 
thing that  Is  ^pected,  there  is  a  great 
disadvantage.  All  the  same.  Mr.  Chalr- 
mSrlnd^llow  delegates.  I  repeat  I  am 
Sealed  that  the  speech  tliathaj  been 
delivered  has  carried  with  it  to  your 
mindl  conviction  and  i«^tisftictlon  t^ 
the  great  labor  movement  In  Britain  is 


proceeding  on  right  lines  and  that  along 
with  yours  we  hope  that  in  the  future 
greater  achievements  will  be  met  than 
have  been  met  up  to  the  present  time. 

Now.  Mr.  Chairman,  labor,  trade  union 
labor,  deserves  to  win  and  deserves  to 
be  recognized,  and  what  is  more  it  means  to 
be  recognized.  I  believe  that  one  of  the 
great  services  the  war  has  rendered  to 
the  working  classes  of  the  world,  es- 
pecially those  of  them  who  had  through 
long  years  of  thought  and  service  given 
their  best  to  trade  union  principles,  the 
war  has  proven  that  they  were  right  in 
every  particular,  and  that  had  their  mo- 
tives, their  suggestions  and  their  recom- 
mendations been  adopted  years  ago  it  is 
not  likely  that  we  should  have  had  any 
war.  Therefore,  I  hold,  Mr.  Chairman, 
with  yourself,  that  organized  labor,  trades 
union  organizations  have  proven  their 
right  to  exist  and  to  be  recognized  as 
part  saviours  of  the  race  and  civiliza- 
tion. 

I  want  to  say  a  word  or  two,  with 
your  permission,  on  one  or  two  aspects 
of  this  question  that  Miss  Bondfleld  has 
not  touched  upon.  I  am  a  miner,  a 
working  man,  a  labor  representative.  I 
rather  like  to  think  that  I  am.  All  the 
food  that  I  have  ever  consumed,  or  all 
the  drink  that  I  have  drunk  or  the 
clothes  that  I  have  worn  have  been  paid 
for  by  money  earned  by  work,  either  by 
myself  or  somebody  else.  You  say:  "We 
knew  that  before  you  told  us.*'  The  point 
in  that  with  me  is  this:  that  I  am  the 
son  of  a  working  man  consequently  there 
has  never  been  any  food  put  in  my 
mouth  but  what  was  worked  for  either 
by  myself  or  by  those  who  were  respon- 
sible for  me  coming  into  the  world  and 
who  reared  me.     ^  ,^    ,     ^^  , .  „ .  ^ 

There  are  some  folks  in  the  world  who 
can't  say  that.  I  don't  like  any  man  or 
woman  who  looks  ^down  on  a  laboring 
man,  whether  he  be  black  or  white,  if 
he  is  a  human  belne,  and  we  are  agrj^, 
I  should  very  likely  say,  on  the  ra^ce 
question;  at  any  rate  I  hope  we  are. 
I  won't  follow  It.  but  I  am  .trying  to 
make  the  point  that  "a  man  s  a  man 
.  for  all  that^  and  deserves  to  be  treated 
•  aS  a  maji  Trades  unionism  has  preached 
that  doctrine  all  along  and  ^^Prac- 
ticed It.  and  we  are  out  for  great,  hu- 
manitarian principles,  to  see  Uiat  the 
^rke?  has  his  due  and  that  those  de- 
pendent upon  him  shall  have  their  chan^ 
in  life  to  make  the  best  of  themselves 
by  giving  honest  service  to  the  com- 
munity. We  say,  let  us  have  a  standard 
S  Uvlng  while  we  are  setUing  the  other 
^^t  questions,  let  us  have  a  standard 
of  living  by  means  of  which  the  man 
who  works  for  his  living  shaU  live  in 
decency  and  In  comfort  and  shall  have 
p?Spe?^lelsure  and  the  chance  of  making 
the  best  of  himself,  body,  mind  and  soul. 
Now    that      is      the    doctrine      that      the 

M&  Federation  of Jlr^*  ^nd*  bef^ 
nreached  and  practiced.  I  Btana  J  f w_l 
TOU  today  M  oSe  of  the  founders  of  ^t 
Seat   and    mighty    Institution.       I    was 

?Sn!e"  -^%inr^T'^J 
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thing  it  is  worth  payinir  for."  As  a 
matter  of  fact  there  is  only  one  place 
for  wealth  to  come  from,  there  is  only 
one  way  of  wealth  beinfir  produced,  ana 
certainly  the  men  and  women  that  pro- 
duce the  wealth  have  a  right  to  live  out 
of  it  and  to  live  well,  we  said:  "We 
want  a  living  wage,  shorter  hours,  bet- 
ter working  conditions,  we  want  our 
unions  recoprnized,  we  want  our  repre- 
sentatives Honored  and  we  wantf  our 
resolutions  carried  into  eftect.  and  what- 
ever method  will  do  it  that  is  hdgitisiftte 
and  honorable,  we  are  prepared  to  fol- 
low that  method."  They  started  a  slid- 
ing scale,  some  of  them  did,  to  regulate 
wages  according  to  the  price  of  the 
cosu,  the  market  price,  consequently 
when  the  price  of  coal  went  up  in  the 
market  wages  were  expected  to  follow 
in  certain  proportions,  and  when  the 
price  of  coal  went  down  in  the  market, 
wages  went  down  in  certain  proportions 
with  it.  But  we  found  out  that  it  went 
down  oftener  than  it  went  up.  There 
was  no  bottom  in  it,  and  we  got  past 
the  bottom  sometimes,  and  men  were  go- 
ing on  with  no  money  at  all.  We  said: 
"This  has  got  to  be  altered,*'  and  some 
of  you  will  remember  that  in  1898  our 
people  entered  the  list  with  a  determina- 
tion to  die  or  to  win  this  principle  of  the 
right  to  a  living  wasre  for  the  working 
people.  And  men  and  women  did  die  in 
it.  For  over  four  months  our  people,  at 
the  point  of  starvation,  held  the  conten- 
tion until  the  government  was  forced  to 
bring  in  some  force  of  pressure  and  see 
that  justice  or  something  like  it  was 
done  to  the  people. 

That  was  in  1898.  In  1912  we  said:  "We 
want  this  improved;  we  want  it  to  be 
now  understood  that  this  shall  be  an 
individual  living  wage."  The  single  man 
— I  mean  by  that  that  for  every  day  a  man 
worked,  if  he  was  facing  the  difflcnltiea 
of  his  work  and  it  was  no  fault  of  his 
that  he  was  below  a  certain  standard  of 
wage,  that  it  should  be  made  up  to  that 
standard. 

We  had  to  go  on  strike  for  that  and 
we  struck  until  the  government  of  that 
day  was  forced  to  enter  in.  and  you  re- 
member that  on  that  occasion  the  gov- 
ernment said:  '"Well,  we  will  try  to  fix 
this  up  by  legislation."  And  on  that  oc- 
casion we  got  a  bill  through  the  House 
of  Commons  giving  the  miner,  under  cer« 
tain  conditions,  the  right  to  a  minimum 
wage,  a  living  wage,  if  throagh  no  fault  of 
his  own  he  was  not  able  to  get  wages  at  the 
ordinary  prices.  And  we  establish»d  the 
Wages  Board,  a  thing  the  other  trades 
have  been  hankering  after  ever  since  we 
set  it  up,  for  the  purpose  of  regrulating, 
finding  out  and  fixing  up  minimum  rates 
for  every  man  and  lad  that  was  em- 
ployed in  the  pits.  That  was  accom- 
plished. 

This  year  again  we  started  out  to  do 
another  thing.  We  said:  "The  cost  of 
living  has  gone  up  enormously;  our  peo- 
ple's wages  now  are  not  what  they  were 
before  the  war.  We  want  it  understood 
that  we  have  a  right,  in  the  face  of  all  the 
profiteering  that  is  going  on,  to  a  furth- 
er advance  in  wages."  The  government 
again  has  had  to  step  in  because  our 
people  balloted  in  such  numbers  in  favor 
of  forcing  this  to  an  issue  that  the  gov- 
ernment felt  that   they  must  step  in  In 


order  to  fix  up  an  arrangement.  And  1 
want  to  remind  you  that  on  this  occa> 
sion  we  had  fixed  up  an  arrangement 
with  the  Railway  Workers  and  the 
Transport  Workers.  It  may  be  of  in- 
terest to  you  to  know  this:  That  years 
before  when  we  went  on  strike,  some- 
times when  the  railway  men  went  on 
strike  the  miners  did  not,  and  when  the 
miners  went  on  strike  the  railway  men 
did  not,  but  they  were  both  out  of  work 
and  the  transport  workers  were  out  of 
work.  Tht  consequence  was  they  had 
to  use  their  funds  in  paying  out-of-work 
benefits.  The  same  was  true  with  the 
Miners  when  the  Railway  men  were 
fighUng.  We  said:  "If  there  is  going  to 
be  a  forward  movement  let  us  all  move 
forward  together;  if  you  have  a  program 
that  you  want  carried  out  and  we  have 
one  that  we  wish  carried  out,  let  us  try 
at  the  same  time  to  ge  at  our  employ- 
ers and  see  if  we  cannot  fix  up  this 
business  without  any  strike  at  all,  but  if 
we  must  strike,  then  let  it  be  under- 
stood that  it  shall  be  a  strike  of  the  min- 
ers, the  railway  workers  and  the  trans- 
port workers  all  at  once.''  That  was 
the  position  this  time.  The  consequence 
was  that  the  government  again  stepned 
in  to  find  out  what  was  the  matter,  out 
of  it  all  the  railway  workers  have  their 
hours,  not  more  than  eight  hours  per 
day;  the  transport  workers  have  their 
eight-hour  day,  not  an  eight-hour  day, 
but  47  per  week.  They  have  had  an 
advance  in  wages,  and  out  of  it  also  the 
miners  have  had  an  advance  in  wages 
and  a  reduction  in  hours  which  takes 
place  next  month. 

Leading  up  to  this,  friends,  we  want 
you  to  see  that  the  government  on  this 
occasion  fixed  up  a  Commission  of  In- 
quiry; they  passed  a  bill  through  Par- 
liament providing  for  the  setting  up  of 
this  Commission.  They  asked  the  min- 
ers whether  they  would  take  part  in  it 
and  allow  their  case  to  be  considered 
by  this  Commission.  We  said  we  would 
on  certain  conditions,  and  one  condition 
was  this:  That  we  should  have  the  right 
to  nominate  or  approve  half  of  the  Com- 
mission, that  we  must  have  somebody 
on  that  Commission  that  we  had  faith 
in,  that  knows  what  working  class  con- 
ditions are.  It  was  agreed  that  we  should 
have  part  of  the  Commission  at  our  dis- 
posal in  that  sense;  that  we  could  nom- 
inate or  approve  those  appointed  by  the 
government.  Another  thing  was  that  we 
wanted  our  reports  on  the  position  with- 
in a  certain  time;  this  Commission  must 
not  be  appointed  to  sit  and  hold  this 
thing  up  indefinitely.  It  must  get  to 
work,  it  must  investigate  the  books  of 
the  employers,  it  must  have  the  right  to 
call  witnesses,  the  power  to  examine 
them,  put  them  on  oath  and  take  their 
evidence  as  to  what  money  they  were 
receiving  out  of  this  business,  whether 
it  was  in  the  form  of  royalties  or  in  the 
form  of  prices  per  ton.  or  in  weighings, 
or  in  anjrthing  else.  That  was  agreed  to 
and  the  Commission  sat.  Bob  Smilie,  to 
whom  Miss  Bondfleld  referred,  was  our 
leading  repersentative  on  that  Commls. 
sion.  In  addition  to  that  we  had  two 
more  of  our  own  people.  The  secretary 
of  our  Federation  was  also  there,  and  in 
addition    we    approved    of    three    others 
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who  represented  what  we  considered  the 

'~^*e°^uI^me°«**w'S"'t£rt  the  report 
wiLs  In  favor  of  the  miners  receiving  an 
S^^te  Sdvance  of  two  shUllngs  per 
d^  every  miner  over  sixteen  years  of 
SI  and  those  under  sixteen  one  shillinfiT 
dS?  day  and  that  was  to  date  back  to 
8Se  ^^  of  January,  when  we  first  made 
application.  In  addition  to  that  we  asked 
thit  our  hours  should  be  reduced  to^ 
per  day.  The  Commission  has  .already 
S^eed  that  one  hour  towards  It  sh^l 
c6me  off  in  the  next  month,  on  tf«  l«t^  «' 
July,  and  the  other  hour  shall  be  con- 
sidered with  a  view  to  taking  effect  in 

^^Now  Mr.  Chairman,  ladles  and  g»n- 
tlim^*  I  want  to  say  that  whatever  has 
come'kliu'Jto^^the^eat  1^^ 

M'Ys^lt^^atfctVe^^^^^^ 
Skin  *&Mng  into  thSirJiands  for^^ 
the  years  I  have  refen-ed  to  should  have 
the  credit  at  any  rate  of  starting  this 
question  of  fixing  up  a  minimum  living 
BtSdard  for  the  workers.  Unless  you 
p^t^word  'llvlMr'  m  there  ^^^5^^ 
ijrree  with  you.  Tou  can  put  In  the 
Xlmum  an^y"^  time  and  ma£e  t  any^ 
thinf  but  we  say  let  It  be  Q^""®**^°4 
••llv&''---a  full  living  for  ourselves  and 
our  Slves  and  our  families,  and  we  want 
?t  to  be  w.ined  so  that  we  can  have 
lelsu^rehoulS  in  which  ^«  "^^^t^^S 

^irs^\!&  rasu^s^ti^sis^^tii^ 

^Twknt  to  refer  to  the  fa^t  that  we  ^e 
a  political  movement  as  well,  You  <»n 
call     it     an     additional     n»ov«°^«''t^i5',   *t1 

S.t  Te*TXvenrthen.b5?^mo°??- 
rS?haTiV?iio><£rthat  U  what  we 

that  wouldn't  do.  When  they  are  ex- 
^tinrto  receive  "omethlng  It  Is  some- 
fhinfl-  that  is   expected  of  us.       .wow   ii 

houw     L^"»  kn^  what  we  are  doing 
^  w«iw      .ft     lone     as     he     respects     the 

SC^kS^dTe-  ;s^^  |» 


mines  or  at  the  forge  or  in  the  miUs,  or 
anywhere  doing  honest  labor.  If  he  shows 
aptness,  inteUlgence  and  loyalty  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  labor,  let  us  send  him  to  the  House 
of  Commons  to  speak  for  us.  ' 

We  have  spent  thousands  of  dollars  In 
sending  deputations  to  the  ^  House  of 
Commons.  We  used  to  send  deputations 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  pay  their 
railway  fare,  hotel  expenses,  and  so  on. 
and  It  took  thousands  of  pounds  to  do 
It.  We  finally  said:  "Instead  of  sending 
deputations  to  the  House  of  Commons 
we  will  send  one  straight  in  and  let  him 
do  the  TOtlng."  We  didn't  succeed  very 
well  at  first.  The  quesUon  is  whether 
we  can  afford  to  allow  our  business  to 
pass  into  the  hands  of  people  who  have 
nomore  sympathy  with  us  than  for  what 
they  can  get  out  of  us.  A  man  who  In 
time  of  war  will  seek  his  own  fortune  at 
the  expense  of  other  people  Is  not  to 
be  trusted  to  go  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons. Why  shouldn't  we  recpgnlje  the 
great  principles  of  human  nature?  Sel- 
Sshness  as  it  operates  today  ma^ee  It 
impossible  for  a  man  who  has  been 
reSrST  with  a  silver  spoon  in  his  mouth 
to  understand  a  man  reared  „wlth  a 
wooden  spoon,  or  no  spoon  at  all  In  his 
mouth. 

There  were  some  people  who  tiied  to 
stop  us;  they  not  only  argued  with  us 
Ind  reasoned  with  us.  but  took  us  into  the 
law  courts  and  told  us  we  h^  "Sv'^^f  Si 
to  use  the  money  contributed  by  our 
members  for  purposes  of  that  sort,  we 
lost  Se  case.  They  had  Injunctions  all 
up  and  down  the  country  stoppng  us 
from  paying  our  memb^  of  Par"aj^®pt 
that  we  ha^Tsent  there.  We  agreed  to  pay 
them  out  of  our  own  pockets,  and  they 
aald-  *Tou  can't  do  that;  we  wont  let 
5^u "  We  said:  "What?"  They  ^sald: 
"No  you  shall  not  do  It."  WeU.  we  found 
a  way  of  doing  It.  and  that  meaiy  to  w 
that  we  had  a  law  carried  in  1^18  tj"^ 
gave  trade  unions,  after  taking  a  ballot, 
the  right  to  use  the  money  to  Promote 
the  return  of  labor  members  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  we  Jaye  done 
It  Now  that  we  have  proved  that  we 
cin  help  ourselves  they  come  along  and 
tS^  to  help  us  by  giving  us  what  they 
Sui  MtlSS  for  members  of  Par"ament. 
5Kfore  that  we  had  to  work  for  nothing. 
Now  ladles  and  gentlemen,  I  am  only 
Dolntfrig  out  the  rough  road  we  have 
SSne.  T^oday  we  have  quite  a  number 
Sla\)or  representatives  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  Mtas  Bondfield  reminded  us 
SS^urtng  the  war  we  had  labor  repre- 

rsnu^c^ceSf^^J^-^^^^^^ 

r  C^es-t  ?^^r^^'^K^"^^^^ 
eral  Laborers'  Union.  If  we  have  done 
that.  I  am  certain  that  If  America  took 
It  UP  with  all  the  spirit  and  vigor  and 
dete?mlnaUon  that  tfiey  ^^^^j?-^^.^^ 
they  would     accomplish     greater  things 

i^n  we  have.  We  ^v?^  to^J  »i^Sf 
members  of  our  own  In  the  House  of 
C^mmoM.  and  we  are  Kolng  In  for  some 
uSsStlon.  I  can  tell  you.  J^^^,f^J.% 
will  get  It  as  soon  as  we  would  like  it 
£  anoUier  Sing,  but  we  are  going  to 
tJy  until  we  doget  It  In  the  interests  of 
the  workers  of  this  country-I  mean 
Great   Britain.      We  are  expecting  that 
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we  are  goin^  to  have  a  labor  government 
next  time  there  is  a  general  election. 
Trades  unions  are  not  to  be  beaten,  and 
you  may  take  it  from  me  that  if  we  will 
conduct  our  business  in  the  future  on 
the  same  lines  as  we  have  in  the  past 
there  is  no  power  on  earth  that  can  stop 
trade  unions  from  getting  justice  for  the 
people  they  represent. 

Let  me  thanx  you  once  more  for  your 
kindness  to  me  and  mine.  My  sweet- 
heart is  with  me,  I  am  pleased  to  say, 
and  I  am  delighted  to  find  how  very 
much  this  atmosphere  seems  to  agr^ae  with 
both  of  us.  we  hope  that  ourselves, 
along  with  yourselves  will  be  able  to  en- 
Joy  the  good  things  of  earth  as  long  as 
we  can,  and  having  done  our  duty  to 
gather  to  our  fathers  and  rest  with  those 
who  have  gone  before  us. 

I  thank  you. 

AddreM  of  FrUemal  Delegate  J.  K.  Walsh: 

Mr.  Chairman  and  fellow  delegates — It 
is  my  good  fortune  today  to  bring  to  you 
the  fraternal  greetings  of  the  Canadian 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress.  We  feel  in 
Canada  that  after  four  years  of  sacrifice, 
after  four  years  of  strife,  the  time  has 
come  .after  fighting  for  liberty  in  every 
part  of  this  world,  when  we  must  fight 
our  own  battle  for  ourselves,  arid  this 
idea  is  spreadng  throughout  Canada  to- 
day. Every  man,  every  woman  has  this 
idea,  that  they  must  join  the  organisa- 
tion and  put  up  a  good  battle  for  their 
betterment,  and  it  is  coming  so  fast  that 
the  organisers  and  the  officers  of  the  in- 
ternational organizations  cannot  put  in 
enough  time  in  twenty-four  hours  to 
handle  it. 

We  have  great  problems  to  face.  We 
have  our  returned  soldiers  coming  by  the 
thousands;  we  must  place  them  for  they 
have  done  their  share  of  sacrifice;  we 
must  take  them  back  into  industry.  We 
have  .this  problem  to  face,  and  the  eight 
hour  day  in  my  mind  is  the  practical  so- 
lution of  the  problem:  establish  a  uni- 
versal eight-hour  day  so  as  to  give  ev- 
erybody  a  chance  to  work,  and  when  I 
say  the  eight-hour  day  I  am  not  stuck 
on  it.  I  say  the  eight  hour  day  is  the 
first   step  towards  the  six  hour  day. 

Of  course  we  are  divided  somewhat  in 
Canada.  You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the 
"big  union"  in  Canada  lately.  I  might 
tell  you,  it  might  be  interesting  for  you 
to  know  that  we  not  only  have  one,  we 
have  two  extremes.  One  is  called  the 
National  Catholic  Organization  operating 
in  one  end  of  the  country;  lately  in  the 
other  end  of  the  country  we  have  the 
western  "big  union,"  while  in  the  center 
of  the  country  and  a  little  further  we 
have   the   international   labor   movement. 

Gentlemen.  I  believe  in  fighting  for 
our  rights,  I  believe  in  organisation,  I 
believe  in  this  international  trades  union 
afiiliated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  but  we  mvst  not  go  beyond  the 
limit,  and  I  say  the  limit  of  our  actions 
should  be  the  limit  of  common  sense.  If 
you  ask  me,  I  may  say  this  ''big  union" 
of  the  west  has  gone  beyond  the  limit  of 
common  sense,  and  the  other  end,  this 
National  Catholic  organization,  hasn't 
yet  reached  common  sense.  So  we  are 
between  the  two  extremes.  Still,  I  think 
they   will   wake   up   some   day;   one   will 


find  themselves  too  much  advanced  for 
the  other,  and  one  will  find  themselves 
too  far  behind  us.  and  the  day  will  come 
when  we  will  be  united  agaik  and  this 
day  isn't  far  from  now. 

If  I  were  to  tell  you  some  of  the  things 
that  have  happened  in  this  extreme— 
those  that  haven't  reached  common  sense 
yet— you  would  probably  be  surprised: 
maybe  you  wouldn't  believe  me.  We  had 
a  difficulty,  in  fact  we  had  several  dif- 
ficulties in  the  Province  of  Quebec  last 
year.  We  applied  to  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment to  grant  ns  a  Board  of  Concili- 
ation for  one  year.  That  was  in  the  ship- 
yards. There  were  so  many  difllculties 
that  we  applied  for  a  Royal  Commission, 
ajad  the  Royal  Commission  was  granted. 
We  investigated  the  whole  situation  In 
the  Province,  and  I  happened  to  be  one 
of  the  members.  We  brought  a  witness 
before  us  to  see  what  they  wanted.  They 
were  divided.  There  was  a  group  be- 
longing to  the  international  union 
that  wanted  more  wages,  the  eight-hour 
day,  better  working  conditions,  time  and 
a  half  for  overtime,  double  time  for  Sun- 
days and  holidasrs,  and  so  on.  On  the 
other  hand  there  was  the  National  union. 
Brought  before  the  Commission  we  asked 
what  they  wanted.  They  said:  **Noth- 
ing."  "You  are  satisfied  with  your 
wages?"  "Yes,"  they  replied.  And  one 
man  in  particular  was  getting  |2.40  per 
day.  He  had  been  increased  40  cents  a 
day  for  the  past  three  months.  I  said: 
"Are  you  satisfied  with  your  condition?*' 
He  said,  "Yes."  I  said,  "How  long  since 
you  have  been  increased?"  He  answered, 
"three  months."  Are  you  sure  you  are 
satisfied  t"  I  asked.  (He  had  been  increased 
40  cents).  "Oh,  yes  sir,  if  I  had  only 
got  half  of  it  I  would  have  been  satis- 
fied just  the  same."  And  he  was  an  officer 
of  the  National  Union.  They  have  a 
clause  in  their  constitution  that  they 
cannot  strike;  they  cannot  do  anything 
but  work.  They  are  the  ones  I  refer  to 
when  I  say  they  have  not  yet  reached 
common  sense. 

We  have  to  contend  with  these  two 
elements  but  the  idea  of  the  international 
labor  movement  is  coming  into  that 
province.  We  are  sweeping  evenrthtng 
before  us.  Three  Rivers  is  another  place 
where  they  had  that  kind  of  an  organi- 
zation, and  in  one  week  we  swept  them 
out  of  existence.  They  reached  com- 
mon sense,  and  as  soon  as  they  did  they 
joined   our  movement. 

Now,  gentlemen,  I  am  not  going  to 
keep  you  very  long.  Of  course  I  am  not 
in  the  same  position  as  the  fraternal 
delegates  from  England.  %  have  come 
here  as  a  member  of  your  own  organiza- 
tion; we  are  members  of  the  same  or- 
ganization, and  I  am  not  going  to  tell 
you  what  the  international  labor  mov^ 
'ment  is  doing.  You  know  it  better  than 
I  do.  I  just  want  to  call  your  attention 
to  this  fact:  that  the  Canadian  Trades 
and  Labor  Congress  is  in  better  health  today 
than  it  has  eTar  been  before.  It  will  con- 
tinue, I  hope,  and  it  cannot  stop  with 
the  number  of  new  members  we  are  tak. 
ing  in  now.  Some  industries  that  we 
never  could  reach,  industries  that  would 
never  listen  to  us  before  are  now  com- 
ing to  us  by  the  thousands.  They  come 
after    us;    they   want    to    organize,    they 
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want  to  Join  this  movement.  Why? 
They  have  been  staryine  for  yeare  and 
years,  and  this  war,  depforable  as  it  has 
been,  has  awakened  them  and  they  are 
now  awake  and  ready  to  do  8ome^in«. 

We  have  hopes  for  the  future;  we  hopg 
that  in  the  very  near  future  we  will 
have  the  universal  eight  hour  day,  we 
will  have  minimum  rates  of  wages  for 
men  and  women— living  wagee.  We 
SlnoTSatSfled  to  exist;  that  time  ha^ 
(tone  by;  we  don't  want  to  exist  any 
more  we  want  to  live  and  live  well.  It 
SSmfAdl  ml  of  a  little  story.  We  have 
sonie  veryr  good  French  Canadian  fam- 
fuS  in  Quibec.  and  one  good  mother 
evlry  night  used  to  call  the  kids  around 
Se?7or %^^^  and  she  would  iJ^l^e^tW 
aav:  '•Lord,  give  papa  work.  lie  "««iieo 
?;^hat  praye?  for  several  nights  wjd  one 
nieht  he  said:  "For  God's  sake.  Wddies, 
Sriy  that  he  pays  me  if  you  want  to 
;at."'  And  they  are  coming  to  that  idea, 
they   don't   want   to   work   a^    more    If 

^^^Vlfl  "^n^cM'^M?  'Sl^Wn.  by 
wishmg  y^  all  kinds  of  success  in  your 
convention  for  the  best  interests  of  all 
concerned. 

ADDRESS  or  MR.  B.  SUZUKI 
Of  Workmen's  Prlendly  Society  of  Labor 
of  Japan. 
Mr  President.  Fellow  Workers  for  the  cause 
of  UidJtTal  ^m^^  Ladi^B  «d  Gentienjen: 
It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I  stand  here  again 
for  the  thi^d  time  before  the  convention  of  the 
AmertJan  Federation  of  Labor.  «P«««^«^2! 
Ubor  movement  in  Japan  and  I  aPP"^" 
Wghly  the  honor  of  conveying  to  you  the  best 
wishes    and    fraternal    feelings    of    the    toiling 

""whlt^'an'Xmense  change  has  taken  place 
throughout  the  world  since  I  addreased  you  at 
San  Francisco  in  19151  Scarcely  had  a  year 
and  a  half  elapwd  .^ije?  ^  ^"  JJ." 
declared.  Japan  had  only  started  her  activlttes 
for  the  extirpation  of  German  forces  from  the 
Orient  and  America  was  not  yet  m  the  war. 
No  appreciable  change  accordingly  had  been 
wrought  either  in  economic  or  social  life  of  tne 

^  fo  tiie  course  of  three  or  four  years,  however, 
we  have  witnessed  a  tremendous  change  in  the 
history  of  the  worid.  The  regime  of  autoc- 
racy had  fallen  and  democracy  has  been  in- 
stalled triumphantly.  We  see  before  us 
actually  the  League  of  Nations  which  has  here- 
tofore been  regarded  as  a  dream  of  Ideahsts, 
The  time  has  now  come  when  the  world  must 
cast  off  the  old  costume  and  put  on  the  new. 

Particularly  in  the  sphere  of  industrial  prol^ 
lems,  in  spite  of  the  repeated  demands  and 
persistent  efforts  for  the  international  co-opera- 
tion in  their  solution,  there  were  difficulties 
which  could  not  be  settled.  But  now  a  new 
order  is  instituted  and  a  conference  of  interna- 
tional labor  delegates  is  going  to  be  convoked 
to  meet  at  Washington  in  October  with  a 
view  to  establish  a  universal  industrial  order. 

(Gentlemen,  we  are  entering  upon  a  new  era 
in  the  world   history   of  the   labor   movements. 

However, — ^Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day.  In 
the  realization  of  ideals,  we  are  always  con- 
fronted with  many  and  various  difficulties, — ^no 
moT«  in  the  establishment  of  the  League  of 
Nations  than  in  the  solution  of  the  international 
labor  problems.  There  we  discover  defects,  im- 
perfections,—rthe  conditions  with  which  we  are 


far  from  being  satisfied.  We  can  hardly 
acauiesce  in  such  conditions,  for  instance,  as 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  reliable  assurance 
whereby  war  is  made  impossible.  Moreover,  too 
little  attention  has  been  naid  by  the  serioiw 
thinkers  to  the  problem  of  racial  equality  and 
we  have  not  yet  attained  any  fundamenUl  solu- 
tion of  this  problem.  Immigration  of  the  labor- 
ing population  has  only  been  treated  super- 
ficially in  the  past  and  remains  unsolved,  caus- 
ing no  small  irritation  among  the  parties 
concerned. 

Suspicion  and  jealousy  among  nations  are 
still  smouldering  and  in  some  quarters  the  fire 
of  hatred  is  stUl  being  kindled  among  the 
nations,  which  may  ultimately  lead  the  eons 
of  men  again  into  the  flames  of  world  conflict 
and  calan^ty.  In  short,  the  form  of  the  League 
of  Nations  has  been  nearly  nuide,  but  the 
fundamental  spirit  of  such  a  league  is  still  to 
be  bom,  and  whether  or  not,  our  ideals  will  be 
fully  realized  will  depend  solely  upon  our  future 
efforts. 

On  my  way  from  Paris,  on  trains  and  on 
board  the  ship,  I  have  been  asked  by  scores  of 
Americans  as  to  the  possibilities  of  war  be- 
tween the  United  SUtes  and  Japan.  While 
I  can  hardly  believe  that  there  exists  among  the 
intelligent  class  of  people,  many  who  will  ser- 
iously entertain  such  a  fantastic  idea,  so  long 
as  such  questions  are  at  all  asked,  I  am  re- 
minded of  the  lack  of  mutual  understanding 
between  the  two  nations.  Rather  I  am  con- 
vinced of  the  malicious  powers  of  the  yellow 
journals  and  jingo  politicians,  which,  I  appre- 
hend, may  ultimately  lead  to  unfortunate  cir- 
cumstances. Certain  class  of  the  press  in  this 
country,  for  instance,  are  eagerly  and  busily 
engaged  in  spreading  Uie  "atrocity  story"  of 
the  Japanese  government  in  Korea.  They  will 
publish  stories  no  matter  whether  they  are  true 
or  false  and  deliberate  misinformations  are 
spread  broadcast  as  to  the  real  intention  of 
Japan  in  th»  Far  East.  I  hear,  furthermore, 
that  there  are  some  people  in  this  country 
who  designate  Japan  as  the  most  militaristic 
nation  in  the  world  and  the  successor  of 
Germany. 

These,  however,  are  as  yon  may  easily  recog- 
nize, not  the  whole  story.  Tour  press  reflects 
only  a  partial  if  not  a  distorted  picture. 

It  is  admitted  that  in  Japan  ttie  militaristic 
element  is  more  influential  than  is  desirable. 
It  is  also  true  that  the  power  of  conservatists, 
moneyed  interests  and  of  aristocracy,  is  deeply 
intrenched,  but  the  people  as  a  whole  are  far 
from  being  the  admirers  of  the  militaristic, 
despotic  imperialism. 

In  recent  years,  especially  during  the  past 
two  or  three  yea;^,  there  has  been  a  marked 
spread  of  liberalism  among  the  people,  as  is 
illustrated  by  the  number  and  scope  of  new 
movements  propagating  the  international  mind 
and  the  spirit  of  democracy. 

Consider,  for  instance,  the  position  of  the 
working  people  in  Japan.  Their  organized 
power  is  still  feeble  and  their  social  stand- 
ing is  deplorably  low  but  their  aspirations  are 
high  and  they  are  striving  to  breathe  in  the 
atmosphere  of  the  working  classes  of  the 
whole  world.  They  are  absolutely  discontented 
to  live  in  servitude  under  any  form  of  mili- 
tarism, despotism  and  capitalism.  They  must 
be  emancipated,  and  they  will  free  themselves 
sooner  or  later. 

The  labor  organization  which  I  represent 
and  for  which  I  have  fought  these  many  years 
has  actually  two  great  claims,  which  con- 
stitute our  slogan,  namely,  the  universal  suf- 
frage   and   the    legal    recognition   of    organized 
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labor,  including  the  right  to  ttrike.  Under  th« 
last  cabinet,  we  have  receired  the  intolerable 
suppression,  but  we  have  struggled  axkd  fought 
the   arduous   fight  in  spite  of   the   suppression. 

Friends,  we  are  aware  that  the  lack  of 
knowledge  and  misunderstanding  breed  discord, 
and  that  is  the  reason  why  in  1017  we  en- 
treated Mr.  Oompers,  the  President  of  jour 
mighty  organization  to  come  over  to  our 
countn^,  and  again  1  make  the  same  appeaL 
I  plead  with  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  you 
respond  to  our  appeal,  the  appeal  of  the  toiling 
millions  of  Japan.  The  word  I  wish  to  leave 
with  you,  is  ''come  and  see."  Will  you  send 
your  repreeentatires  and  let  them  see  with 
their  own  eyes  the  true  conditions  of  Japan 
and  extend  your  fraternal,  helping  hands  to 
«■  and  make  the  Pacific  Ocean  true  to  what 
its  name  stands  for?  I  know  full  well  the 
historic  bonds  of  friendship  which  exist  be- 
tween the  labor  organissations  of  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  exchanging  their 
fraternal  delegates  across  the  Atlaiitic  Ocean 
year  by  vear.  And  I  believe  their  contribution 
toward  the  promotion  of  mutual  understanding 
and  friendly  feeling  between  the  two  countries 
is  beyond  measiure.  Why  not  transplant  the 
seed  of  same  relation  which  flourish  on  ^e 
shores  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific?  Our  organization  is  extremely  smalL 
but  I  have  full  confidence  in  your  fraterpal 
spirit  of  helpfulness,  and  I  trust  that  you 
know  the  profound  significance  which  the  de- 
velopment of  the  labor  organization  in  Japan 
will  have  to  the  development  of  the  civilization 
of  Asia. 

I  am,  on  my  way  home,  deeply  impressed 
and  loftily  inspired  by  the  far-reaching  idealism 
and  astounding  potency  of  the  labor  oiganiza- 
tions  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of 
America.     And   I  do  not  doubt   that  this  will 

Srove  an  immense  help  for  founding  new 
span.  I  firmly  believe  that  the  permanent 
peace  of  the  world  should  be  established  l^ 
unfeigned  friendship  and  unshaking  confidence 
among  the  workers  of  the  world,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  that  vou.  workers  of  America,  will  co- 
operate with  us  in  our  common  endeavor  to 
inaugurate  a  new  age  of  international  amity 
and  labor  solidari^. 

By  BUNZI  SUZUKI, 
President    of    the    TU-AI-KAI,    Japan 
June  12th.  1919.  *^ 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following 
cablegram: 

(Cabla)     LONDON. 
Qompers, 

American  Federation  of  Labor  Convention. 

Atlantic  City. 
Your  cable  suggests  that  yon  ai«  mistaken 
as  to  date  of  Amsterdam  conference.  Par^ 
ticularly  fixed  for  July  25th  to  meet 
convenience  of  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  We  are  acting  together  and  desire 
yoar  co-operation. 

BOWERMAN. 
APPLBTON. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  International 
Labor  Relations. 

REPORT  OF  OOICMITTEB  ON  BXBOUTIVB 
COUNCIL'S  REPORT 

Delegate  WoU,  Secretary  of  the  Committee, 
reported  as   follows: 

Your  eommittee  has  amended  Resolution 
No.  68  to  read  as  follows: 


Resohition  No.  6S — ^By  Delegates  James 
P.  Noonan,  James  J.  McAndrews,  Bdw.  J. 
Evans,  William  J.  Brennan,  George  L.  Berry, 
Henry   F.   Boyen. 

WHEREAS,  By  general  referendum  vote 
the  general  membership  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  qf  Electrical  Workers  instructed 
its  international  officers  to  call  a  nation- 
wide strike  of  the  electrical  workers  and 
telephone  operators  employed  by  the  tele- 
phone systems  operatbig  in  the  United 
States,  and  by  authority  of  such  instruction 
the  said  oflUcers  have  issued  a  strike  call, 
setting  June  16,  1919,  as  the  day  for  the 
strike  of  the  telephone  electrical  workers; 
and 

WHEREAS,  By  authority  of  congressional 
action  the  control  and  management  of  the 
telephone  systems  of  the  United  States  were 
placed  in  the  charge  of  the  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States:  and 

WHEREAS.  The  ofllcers  of  the  Inter- 
national Brotntrhood  of  Electrical  Workers 
have  earnestly  attempted  since  August, 
1918,  until  this  date  to  secure  a  working 
understanding  with  the  Postmaster  Gdneral 
in  reference  to  these  employes ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Postmaster  General  has 
promised  to  establish  a  working  arrangement 
but  failed  to  do  so  and  has  turned  the 
operation  of  the  telephone  lines  back  to 
private  control,  retaining  the  financial  con- 
trol in  the  Government  of  the  United  States : 
and 

WHEREAS,  Prior  to  the  taking  over  of 
the  said  telephone  systems  by  the  United 
States  Government  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Electrical  Workers  had  working 
agreements  with  various  of  these  companies ; 
and  

WHEREAS,  The  Postmaster  General  has 
persistently  refused  to  renew  these  agree- 
ments upon  their  termination  or  to  make 
any  provisions  to  care  for  the  electrical 
employes  of  said  company,  the  above-men- 
tioned strike  vote  became  an  urgent  neces- 
sity to  safeguard  the  rights  of  the  member- 
ship involved;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  oflftcers  of  the  Interna- 
tional Brotherhood  have  at  all  times  during 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  refused  to  call 
or  sanction  a  strike  against  said  telephone 
companies,  attempting  at  all  times  to  assist 
the  Government  in  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  the  war;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion, in  convention  assembled,  and  its  afflli- 
ations.  pledge  their  moral  support  in  the 
prosecution  of  said  strike;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  co-operate  with  the  Electrical 
Workers  and  proceed  to  Washington  to  take 
this  matter  up  with  the  proper  governmental 
authorities  with  a  view  of  securing  a  satis- 
factory   adjustment. 

Secretary  WoU:  I  move  the  adoption  of 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegate 
Flaherty,  Postal  Employes.  Delegate  Noonan, 
Electrical  Workers,  and  Secretary  Woll. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  carried  unanimously. 

Delegate  Brown,  Machinists,  moved  that 
the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  convention 
remain    in   session   until   the   partial   report 
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of  the  committee  was  completed,  *nd  that 
then  an  adjournment  be  taken  to  9.S0  a.  m., 
Friday-  The  motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

Secretary  Woll  read  the  following  resohi- 
tion,  amended  by  the  committee  by  omitting 
the  word  "Kenyon." 

Resolution  No.  118— By  Delesates  William 
J.  Bowen,  Bricklayers',  Masons'  and  Plaster- 
ers' International  Union  of  America;  Wil- 
liam L.  Hutcheson,  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters;  John  J.  Hynes,  Sheet  Metal 
Workers  and  Coppersmiths;  James  Wilson, 
Pattern  Makers'  Leasue;  James  Duncan, 
Granite  Cutters'  Union;  Luther  C.  Steward, 
National  Federation  of  Federal  Employes; 
George  L.  Berry,  International  Printing 
Pressmen  and  Assistants'  Union;  Collis 
Lovely,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers'  Interna- 
tional Union;  E.  J.  Ryan,  Railway  MaU  As- 
sociation; Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  National 
Federation  of  Federal  Employes;  Edward  J. 
Gainor,  National  Association  Letter  Carriers ; 
J.  P.  Noonan,  International  Brotherhood  of 
Electrical  Workers;  Martin  Joyce,  Intema- 
tioniJ  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers. 

WHEREAS,  Through  the  failure  of  Con- 
gress to  appropriate  funds  for  the  contin- 
uation of  the  United  States  Employment 
Service,  this  most  important  function  of  the 
Federal  Gowsmment  is  in  danger  of  dissolu- 
tion; and 

,T^^®?'^^»  '^^  ^»««  gamers  of  the 
United  States  are  entitled  to  an  opportunity 
to  secure  remunerative  employment  without 
recourse  to  the  fee  employment  agencies 
charge:  and 

WHEREAS.  The  United  States  Employ- 
ment Service  established  by  the  Department 
of  Labor  has  demonstrated  the  value  of  a 
Government  agency  in  the  placing  of  men 
and  women  in  industry  during  the  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  again  demonstrated  the 
value  in  securing  employment  for  the  re- 
turning soldiers,  sailors  and  nuu'ines  and 
other  workers;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  its  Thirty-ninth  Convention 
assembled,  hereby  indorses  the  Nolan  Bill 
for  the  continuation  of  the  United  States 
Employment  Service,  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Convention  U  hereby  directed  to  wire  a 
copy  of  this  resohition  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  the  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Chairman  of  the  Senate 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  the 
House  Committee  on  Labor.  Senator  Henry 
Cabot  Lodge.  Hon.  Frank  Mondell  and  Hon. 
^^Sg^JJ't^'  »»*»  ^  J*  further 

RESOLVED.  That  pending  the  enactment 
of  pexinanent  legislation  looking  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  this  most  valuable  service,  it 
is  urged  that  immediate  relief  be  accorded 
by  means  of  a  deficiency  appropriation  and 
such  other  emergency  legislation  as  will 
assure  a  continuance  of  the  United  States 
Empk)yment  Service,  until  legislation  can  be 
enacted  establishing  a  permanent  service. 

Secretary  Woll:  Several  resohitions  have 
been  introduced  on  this  subject.  Tour  com- 
mittee -  reports  on  this  one  at  this  time 
because  it  covers  the  subject  most  adequate- 
ly and  most  efllciently.  In  considering  this 
resolution  with  a  number  of  its  introducers 


the  committee  decided  to  amend  the  ilrst 
"Whereas"  by  striking  out  the  word  '^en- 
yon"  following  the  word  "Nolan."  Your 
committee  recommends  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  as  amended. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recominendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Deutelbaum,  Detroit,  in  discuss- 
ing the  question,  referred  to  the  action  of 
a  representative  of  the  Employment  Service 
of  the  Department  of  Labor  in  Detroit  in 
advertising  throughout  the  country  that 
there  were  Ave  jobs  for  each  returned  sol- 
dier, when  such  was  not  the  true  condition 
of  the  labor  market  in  that  city.  He  stated 
that  while  the  Employment  Service  of  the 
Department  was  an  improvement  on  the 
private  labor  agencies,  such  mistakes  should 
not  be  made. 

President  Gompers  suggested  that  the 
matter  be  taken  up  with  the  Department  of 
Labor. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by 
Delegate  Johnson,  Kansas. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  on  Resolution  No.  118  was 
carried. 

Delegate  Brown,  Machinists:  I  move  that 
those  who  will  proceed  to  the  National  Cap- 
iUl  in  the  interests  of  the  Electrical  Work- 
ers make  an  effort  to  carry  out  the  intent 
of  Resolution  No.  118.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following 
appointments : 

Special  Oommittee  on  Jurladiction  Over 
Construction  of  Ooncrete  Ships — ^William  L. 
Hutcheson,  F.  J.  McNulty,  M.  F.  Tighe, 
Adam  Wilkinson,  P.  J.  Morrin.  James 
Hickey,  John  Carroll. 

President  Gompers:  Delegate  Hutcheson, 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters,  advises 
that  he  will  be  unable  to  act  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Executive  Council's  Report,  and 
therefore  I  will  appoint  Mr.  Frank  Fkrring- 
ton,  of  the  Mine  Workers,  to  flU  the  vacancy 
on  the  committee. 

Delegate  Cannon,  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter 
Workers,  called  attention  to  an  article  in 
the  Ney  York  "Times,"  of  June  12th,  giving 
an  acount  of  an  attack  that  was  made  upon 
Mr.  Basil  M.  M.  Manly,  Joint  Chairman  of 
the  National  War  Labor  Board,  by  Kirk 
Brown,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Manufacturers' 
Council  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  charged  by 
Mr.  Brown  with  seeking  to  foment  trouble 
among  labor  organisations.  The  Manufac- 
turers' Council  of  New  Jersey  also  adopted 
a  resolution  charging  that  "by  his  intemper- 
ate utterances  at  Atlantic  City  he  has  shown 
himself  incapable  of  properly  discharging 
the  duties  of  his  important  offlce.  His 
words  are  a  direct  incitement  to  disorder. 
We  respectfully  request  that  you  ask  his 
resignation." 

This  was  sent  to  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
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•entatives  from  N«w  Jeney,  and  eabl«d  to 
President  Wibon. 

Delesate  Cannon  read  at  length  from  the 
article,  objected  strenQonely  to  the  state- 
ments made  that  reflected  upon  Mr.  Manly* 
and  moved: 

"That  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  be 
instructed  to  take  cognizance  of  the  report 
and  draft  a  resolution  to  be  presented  to 
this  convention  Friday  morning,  in  which 
we  will  go  on  record  opposing  the  action 
of  the  Manufacturers'  Council  of  Nfw  Jer- 
sey."     (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Woll,  Photo  Engravers:  If  we 
are  going  to  protect  the  labor  members  of 
the  War  Labor  Board,  may  I  ask  that  that 
motion  be  extended  to  also  take  into  con- 
sideration the  vile  and  most  vicious  attack 


which  appeared  in  the  editorial  columns  of 
'The  Public,"  which  stated  that  two  mem- 
bers of  the  War  Labor  Board  had  "sold 
out"?  I  do  not  know  who  was  responsible 
for  that  contribution — I  have  my  opinion. 
Letters  were  sent  to  "The  Public"  for  in- 
formation, and  under  the  plea  of  journalistic 
procedure  and  courtesy  the  information  was 
denied. 

I  move  that  the  motion  be  extended  to 
include  "The  Public"  for  its  unwarranted 
attack  upon  the  members  of  the  National 
War  Labor  Board. 

Delegate  Cannon:  I  accept  that  as  part 
of  the   original  motion. 

The  motion  was  adopted  as  amended. 

At  1  p.  m.  the  convention  was  adjourned 
to  9.80  a.  m.,  June  ISth. 
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FIFTH  DAY-Friday  Morning  Session 


The  convention  wm  ealled  to  order  at 
9.80  olock  a.  m..  President  Gompers  in 
the  chair. 

Absentees — Schlessinser.  Mitchell  (John), 
Hayes  (Frank  J.),  Johnston  (Wm.  H.). 
Hannah,  Thomas,  Curtis,  Ely,  Priestly, 
Hannon,  Wilkinson,  Harte,  Patterson,  Berb- 
er, Ellieott,   Thompson. 

SXJPPLBMENTAI.    BEPOBT    07    OOHMIT- 
TEE  ON  OBBDENTIAI^i 

Delegate  Edwards,  Secretary  of  the  (Com- 
mittee,  reported  as   follows: 

Your  (Committee  on  Credentials  recom- 
mends the  seating  of  the  following  delegates : 

International  Glove  Workers'  Union  of  A. 
— ^Elizabeth  Chris tman,  7  votes. 

aCenoffraphers',  Typewriters',  Bookkeepers' 
and  Assistants'  Union  No.  14966,  Boston, 
Mass. — Affnes   Bums,    1    vote. 

Central  Labor  Union  (Tmmbull  County), 
Ohio—John   F.  Ryan,    1   vote. 

Mononfirahela  Valley  Central  Trades  Coun- 
cil, Charleroi,  Pa. — John  O'Leary,  1  vote. 

Civil  Engineers'  Association  of  Boston 
and  Vicinity  No.  16678 — John  E.  L.  Mon- 
asrhan,  1  vote. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was   adopted. 

Secretary  Edwards:  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  President  William  H.  Johnston,  of  the 
International  Association  of  Machinists, 
cannot  attend  the  convention,  we  recom- 
mend that  Mr.  Victor  S.  Gauthi^r,  who  has 
been  named  as  his  alternate  with  full  power 
to  act,   be  seated. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was  adopted. 

President  Gompers :  The  constitution  pro- 
vides that  the  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  shall  select  from  the 
executive  officers  of  three  affiliated  orsanisa- 
tions  one  delegate  from  each  to  act  as  audi- 
tors and  also  act  as  a  credentials  committee. 
The  auditors  have  been  appointed  by  the 
method  I  have  attempted  to  describe,  have 
made  an  examination  of  the  accounts  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  are 
now  ready  to  submit  a  report. 

Delegate  Edwards,  Secretary  of  the  Audit- 
ing (Committee,  read  the  following: 

BEPOBT  OF  AXmrnNO  OOIOOTTEE 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  9,  1919. 

To  the  Officers  and  Delegates  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor: 

Greeting: 

We,  the  undersigned,  having  been  appoint- 


ed according  to  the  constitution  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  audit  and 
examine  the  books  and  accounts  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  for  the  twelve 
months  beginning  May  1,  1918,  and  ending 
April  80,  1919,  herewith  submit  for  your 
consideration  the  following  report: 

The  total  receipts  and  expenditures  during 
the  twelve  months  ending  April  80,  1910, 
are  given  in  the  following  tables: 

BECEIPTS 

C^h  balance  on  hand  April  80, 

1918    « $126,820.98 

Per  capiU  tax   868.817.96 

American    Federationist    188,888.89 

Defense  Fund  for  local  trade  and 

Federal  labor  unions 64,808.19 

Initiation  fees  » 86.968.98 

One-cent  assessment 26,108.86 

Supplies    20.486.41 

Premiums    on   bonds   of  officers 

of  unions  bonded  through  the 

A.  F.  of  L 9,626.78 

Interest  on  funds  on  deposit  and 

from  U.  S.  Liberty  Bonds 4,600.97 

Disbanded  and  suspended  unions 

and     fees     for     charters     not 

issued  „ 8,746.22 

Reinstatement   fees    1.661.81 

Total    $780,008.66 

EXPENSES 

General   expenses $878,017.01 

American    Federationist    122.667.26 

One-cent  assessment  26.108.86 

Defense    fund,    for    defense    of 

local  trade  and  Federal  labor 

unions     »...         7,664.60 

Premiums    on   bonds    of  officers 

of  affiliated   unions   8,067.88 

Refund  of  initiation  fees 113.44 

Paid  to  Trustees  for  A.  F.  of  L. 

Building    Fund    60.000.00 

Total    ....« « $687,618.89 

ToUl    receipU    $780,008.66 

Total   expenses    687.618.89 

Leaving    cash    balance,    April 

80,    1919    $192,490,". 

RECAPITULATION 

In  general  fund  $87,764.27 

In  Defense  Fund  for  local  trade 

and      Federal      labor     unions 

(cash)     164,726.89 

Loan  to  Trustees  for  A.  F.  of  L. 

Building   Fund   from  Defense 

Fund    « 26,000.00 

Total  balance  on  hand  April 

80,    1919    * $217,490.16 
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Wlien  Fundi  Are  Depotltad  and  InvMlad 

We  And  the  fands  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  safely  disposed  of  as 
follows : 

Certificates  of  deposit  by  Treas- 
urer Tobin  in  Union  Trust 
Company,  Indimnapolis.  Ind HOOpOOO.OO 

On  deposit  in  Indiana  National 
Bank,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  sub- 
ject to  check  of  Treas.  Tobin.       26.490.16 

On  deposit  in  Risffs  National 
Bank,  Washington,  D.  C.  sub- 
ject to  check  of  Secretary 
Morrison   • $10,817.41 

Outstanding   checks..       8,817.41 

2,000.00 

Invested  in  Liberty  Bonds 60,000.00 

Invested     in    Canadian    Victory 

Bonds    16,000.00 

Loan   to   Trustees    A.    F.   of   L. 

Building    Fund    26,000.00 

ToUl    $217,490.16 


A.  7.  of  L.  BoUding  Fnnd 

RECEIPTS 

Balance  on  hand,  April  80,  1918.  $66.10 

Received  during  the  year 78,221.25 

ToUl  receipts    $78,286.85 

Total  expenses.  May   1,   1918, 

to  April  80,  1919 78,284.01 

Balance    on    hand,    April    80, 

1919    $2.84 

RECAPITULATION 

Total   amount   borrowed   $189,240.00 

Total  amount  paid  on  loans 116.740.00 

Balance   owed    $72,600.00 

TO  WHOM  OWED 

A.  F.  of  L.  Defense  Fund $26,000.00 

American  Security  ft  Trust  Co.,       47.600.00 

ToUl $72,600.00 

We  have  examined  the  bank  record  of 
this  account  and  find  same  correct,  and  the 
balance  of  $2.84  deposited  in  Rinrs  National 
Bank.    Washington,    D.   C. 

Fnnd    for    Promoting    and    AdTindng    Co- 
operation 

Received    up    to    and    including 

April  80,    1919   $2,884.08 

We  have  examined  the  bank  record  of 
this  account  and  find  same  correct,  and  the 
amount,  $2,884.08,  is  deposited  in  Riggs 
National    Bank,    Washington,    D.    C 

In  concluding  our  report,  your  commit- 
tee desires  to  state  that  in  addition  to 
auditing  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Fed- 
eration,   we    carefully    examined    the   equip- 


ment and  conduct  of  the  Secretary's  ofllce. 
We  found  the  system  of  checking  up  on 
the  finances,  the  keeping  of  records  and 
the  office  operation  to  be  most  efficiently 
and  capably  managed.  The  equipment  is 
thoroughly  adequate  and  up  to  date.  The 
warrant,  check  and  voucher  system  are 
used,  each  in  a  separate  department,  the 
accounts  of  each  department  being  balanced 
at  the  close  of  each  business  day.  The  vast 
volume  of  business  and  the  ever-increasing 
responsibilities  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  makes  it  imperative  that  the  best 
of  facilities  and  the  most  efficient  system 
of  office  management  and  operation  be  em- 
ployed. Your  committee  is  pleased  to  re- 
port that  we  found  in  the  equipment  and 
operation  of  the  Secretary's  office  every 
thing  to  be  desired  in  this  respect*  and  take 
this  opportunity  of  commending  the  Sec- 
retary and  his  staff  for  their  seal,  industry 
and  efficiency.  The  office  force  was  most 
courteous  in  extending  every  co-operation 
and  assistance  to  your  committee  and  your 
committee  is  pleased  to  commend  their  abil- 
ity and  trustworthiness. 

Respectfully    submitted, 

CHARLES  F.   SCOTT.  Chairman. 

WALTER   V.    PRICE. 

E.     W.     EDWARDS,     Secretary. 

President  Gompers:  Before  asking  Mrs. 
Conboy  to  submit  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Organisation,  I  take  pleasure  In 
stating  that  inasmuch  as  the  Shipping 
Board  has  accepted  my  suggestion  to  name 
the  ship.  "Afel,"  the  abbreviated  name 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  I 
was  advised  that  it  was  my  privilege  and 
right  to  appoint  a  lady  as  sponsor  for  the 
ship  and  to  officially  christen  it.  I  have 
designated  to  the  Shipping  Board  the  Sec- 
reUry-Treasurer  of  the  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Committee  on  Organisation,  Mrs.  Sara  Con- 
boy. 

Mrs.  Conboy:  Mr.  Chairman  and  FcUow 
Delegates — I  just  want  to  say  that  I  am 
deeply  appreciative  of  the  honor  conferred 
upon  me  in  asking  me  to  baptize  the  new 
ship  "Afel."  and  I  hope  my  God-chUd  wiU 
make  many  successful  and  prosperous  trips, 
bringing  always  good  news  and  good  car- 
goes  to  our  beloved  America. 

REPORT    OF    OOMMITTEB    ON    OBOAHZ. 
ZATIOV. 

Delegate  Conboy,  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee,   reported   as    follows: 

Resolution  No.  142 — By  Delegate  Henry 
W.  Raisse,  of  the  Lorain,  Ohio,  Central 
Labor  Union  and  Edward  J.  Evans,  of  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers. 

WHEREAS,  Every  labor  union  in  America, 
regardless  of  its  trade  or  industry,  has  a 
direct  and  positive  interest  in  the  organisa- 
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tion  of  the  workers  in  the  iron  and  steel 
industry,  beennse  the  accomplishment  of 
this  vital  task  will  greatly  weaken  the  op- 
position of  employers  everywhere  to  the  ex- 
tension of  trade  unionism  and  the  estab- 
lishment  of  decent  conditions  of  work  and 
wares;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  organisinff  force  now  in 
the  flekl  working  upon  this  vast  project  is 
altogether  inadeouate  in  strength  to  carry 
on  the  work  in  the  vifforoos  manner  impera- 
tively demanded  by  the  situation;  therefore, 
be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  President  Gompers,  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  Chair- 
man of  the  National  Committee  for  Organ- 
ismg  iron  and  Steel  Workers  be  authorised 
to  call  a  conference,  during  the  convention 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  of  the  heads  of  all 
international  unions  afllliated  with  the  A.  F. 
of  L.,  to  the  end  that  they  make  arrange- 
ments to  lend  their  assistance  to  the  organ- 
isation of  the  iron  and  steel  industry. 

Tour  committee  concurs  in  this  resolu- 
tion. 

President  Gompers  suggested  that  the 
resolution  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "coming,"  which  appeared  in  the 
original  resolution  before  the  word  "conven- 
tion.** 

The  amendment  was  accepted  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  the  recommendation  was  adopted 
as  amended. 

Resolution  No.  8 — By  Delegate  Peter  Bol- 
lenbacher,  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

WHBREAa  The  Paper  MiU  Workers  of 
Tyronne.  Pennsylvania,  were  forced  to  go 
on  a  strike  against  the  West  Virginia  Pulp 
and  Paper  Company,  twenty  (20)  weeks 
ago.  for  the  right  to  organise;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  National  War  Labor 
Board  has  urged  employers  not  to  interfere 
with  their  employes*  right  to  organise;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  West  Virginia  Pulp  and 
Paper  Company  has  ignored  the  request  of 
the  War  Labor  Board,  and  on  the  imminence 
of  a  strike  has  refused  all  efforts  of  concil- 
iation; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Pennsylvania  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled, 
that  we  endorse  the  strike  of  the  workccs 
against  the  West  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper 
Company;  and.  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  degelates  to  this 
convention  do  urge  upon  their  various  locals 
that  they  give  all  the  moral  and  financial 
support  possible  to  assist  in  winning  this 
stoike;  and  therefore,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  ask  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  endorse  the  efforts 
of  the  Paper  Mill  Workers  to  secure  the 
fundamental  right  of   collective   bargaining. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  this  resolu- 
tion. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Launer:  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  report  of  the  committee, 
but  I  should  like  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution,  inasmuch  as  there  are 
other  plants  of  that  company  in  Piedmont 
and  Davis,  West  Virginia.  I  move  that  the 
words  "Piedmont  and  Davis"  be  included 
in  the  resolution. 


The  amendment  was  seconded  and  carried, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
as   amended   was   adopted. 

Resolution  No.  21 — By  Delegate  E.  H. 
Mets,    South    Bend   Central   Labor   Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  Central  Labor  Body  of 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  has  struggled  to  or- 
ganise the  workers  of  various  crafts  into 
organisations  affiliated  with  tike  American 
Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  labor  movement  in  its 
struggle  has  not  made  any  progress  along 
the  line   intended;   therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  at  this  convention  reeommend 
to  the  Executive  Council  the  necessity  of 
placing  an  organiser  in  the  South  Bend 
District,  with  a  view  of  organising  the  un- 
organised workers  at  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 

Your  committee  refers  the  subject  mat- 
ter contained  in  this  resolution  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  com- 
ply with  if  the  funds  of  the  Federation  will 
permit. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  29— By  Central  Labor  Un- 
ion, Balboa,  Canal  Zone. 

WHEREAS,  The  Panama  Canal  Federation 
of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  has  in  the 
past  used  its  best  efforts  to  protect  Ameri- 
can workmen  on  the  Canal  Zone  against 
constant  infringement  upon  their  positions  by 
cheap  alien  labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  Resolution  No.  2,  passed  at 
the  Metal  Trades  Convention  at  St.  Faul, 
Minn.,  June  6,  1918,  was  submitted  by  the 
Panama  Metal  Trades  (Council  for  this  spe- 
cific purpose;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  general  conditions  com- 
plained of  in  said  resolution  remain  the 
same,  but  are  now  being  aggravated  by  two 
Organisers.  Messrs.  Severs  and  Allen,  repre- 
senting the  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of 
Way  and  Railway  Shop  Employes,  who  are 
on  the  Canal  Zone  for  the  purpose  of  organ- 
ising these  alien  negroes  into  their  Internat- 
ional, Jurisdiction  being  claimed  by  them  m 
the  skilled  and  semi-skiUed  positions;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  beleve  that  by  craft  or- 
ganisation of  these  aliens  their  employment 
here  will  become  a  permanent  institution, 
that  they  will  be  secured  in  the  skiUed  and 
semi-skilled  positions  and  the  stuation  tbus 
created  will  be  beyond  our  control  and  will 
ultimately  reduce  the  personnd  of  the  Pan- 
ama Canal  to  a  West  Indian  basis,  and  the 
American  citizen  will  be  eliminated  from  em- 
ployment, and  we  will  be  outnumbered  by 
these  aliens  about  ten  to  one,  there  being 
about  27,000  on  the  Panama  Canal  and  Pan- 
ama Railroad;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  cables  have  been  sent 
both  to  the  President  of  the  United  Brotner- 
hood  of  Maintenance  of  Way  and  Railway 
Shop  Employes  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  letters 
have  also  been  written  to  both  the  orgenixa- 
tiou  aforesaid,  asking  for  the  recall  of  the 
two  or^nisers  referred  to  and  the  suspen- 
sion of  efforts  to  organize  the  aliens  on  the 
Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad,  so  far 
no  results  have  obtained ;  be  it.  there- 
fore 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Panama  Canal  Fed- 
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oration  of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  it 
opposed  to  the  organisation  of  tbuse  alien 
negroes  into  any  of  the  trades  or  positions 
of  sldll,  or  semi-skill,  bj  any  Internationa] 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  that  we  demand  the  immediate  recall 
of  all  organisers  from  the  Canal  Zone  and 
that  all  futnrd  organization  of  aliens  in  this 
field  be  done  by  and  at  the  discretion  and 
superrision  of  the  Panama  Canal  Federation 
of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  and  the 
Panama  Metal  Trades  Council;  and  be  it 
farther 

RESOLVED,  That  these  resolutions  be 
spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Convention,  that  a  copy 
be  forwarded  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  which  is  to  meet  at  Atlantic  City,  New 
Jersey,  on  June  9,  1919,  to  be  read  into  the 
records  of  said  convention,  and  that  request 
be  made  that  some  action  be  taken  by  tHe 
said  convention  which  will  consummate  tbe 
demand  outlined  in  these  resolutions. 

Tour  committee  refers  the  subject  matter 
contained  in  this  resolution  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  for  a  thoroush 
investigation  of  the  situation,  and  when  re- 
port is  made  tba  Executive  Council  shall  have 
power  to  co-operate  with  the  national  and 
international  unions  interested  and  take  such 
action  as  will  deal  fairly  with  the  questions 
involved. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  48 — By  Delegate  D.  D'Ales- 
sandro,  of  the  International  Hod  Carriers, 
Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Union  of 
Amercia. 

WHEREAS.  The  world  war  has  brought  the 
workers  of  the  world  into  closer  relations, 
especially  from  an  economic  standpoint,  and 
has  particularly  demonstrated  the  necessity 
Oii  better  understanding  and  mutual  confi- 
dence in  the  matter  of  a  just  peace  which 
shall  recognise  and  safeguard  the  rights  and 
interests  of  labor  here  and  elsewhere,  there- 
fore; be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  as  one  means  toward' 
the  accomplishment  of  the  foregoing  purposes, 
we  recommend  that  all  national  and  inter- 
national unions  admit  to  membership  with- 
out the  payment  of  an  initiation  fee  all 
journeymen  workers  who  can  show  a  paid- 
up  working  card  with  a  certificate  showing 
they  have  served*  the  required  apprentice- 
ship, provided  such  workers  are  members 
of  unions  recognised  by  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

Your  conunlttee  non-concurs  in  this  reso- 
lution, in  as  much  as  tbe  A.  F.  of  L.,  has  no 
power  or  authority  to  interfere  with  tbe 
trade  autonomy  of  aflUiated  National  and  In- 
ternational unions. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Ddegate  D'Alessandro  discussed  the  ques- 
tion and  stated  that  the  hod  carriers  and 
building  laborers  were  interested  in  the  sub- 
ject dealt  with  by  the  resolution.  He  asked 
that  it  be  reconunitted  to  the  committee  in 
order  that  his  delegation  might  have  a  hear- 
ing. 


Tbe  resolution  was  reeommitted  to  tbe 
committee  to  allow  Ddcgate  D'Alessandro  to 
have  a  bearing. 

Resolution  No.  58— By  Ddegates  W.  W. 
Britton,  George  Leary  and  Chas.  R.  Atherton, 
of  the  Metal  Polishers'  International  Union, 
and  John  J.  Connolly,  C.  H.  Grow,  H.  W. 
Brown  and  Wm.  Schoenberg,  of  the  Inters 
national  Association  of  Machinists. 

WHEREAS,  The  firm  of  tbe  HamUton- 
Beach  Manufacturing  Company,  malrors  of 
electrical  products,  of  Racine,  Wis.,  haw 
locked  out  all  employees  of  their  factory  after 
having  previously  agreed  to  submit  to  and 
abide  by  the  decision  of  the  War  Labor 
Board;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  tbe  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  grant  all  moral  assistance 
possible  to  the  locked-out  employees  of  the 
Hamilton>Beach  Manufacturing  Company, 
which  includes  members  of  the  Metal  Polish- 
ers' International  Union  and  the  members 
of  the  International  Association  of  Machi- 
nists. 

Your  committee  recommmds  concurrence 
in  this  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  conunittee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  64 — By  Delegates  John 
O'Keefe  and  Harry  L.  Morrison,  of  the 
Laundry  Workers'  International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  about  one  hundred 
thousand  women  workers  employed  in  the 
laundry  industry,  the  majority  of  whom  have 
not  yet  been  organized  into  local  unions  of 
their   craft;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  Laundry  Workers'  Inter- 
national Union  is  meeting  with  determined 
opposition  from  tbe  National  Association  of 
Laundry  Owners  in  its  efforts  to  organize 
both  the  men  and  women  launt'ry  workers: 
and- 

WHEREAS,  The  above-mentioned  assoc'a- 
tion  of  laundry  owners  have  gone  on  record 
in  their  national  conventions  and  in  their 
state  convention  as  being  utterly  opposed  to 
the  right  of  collective  bargaining  with  their 
employees,  and  have  pledged  their  association 
members  to  operate  and  maintain  non-union 
laundries;  and 

WHEREAS.  It  is  detrimental  to  the  inter- 
ests of  organized  labor  to  have  tbe  large 
laundry  industry  operated  under  non-union 
conditions;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Couneil 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  re- 
quested to  issue  during  the  coming  year  a 
special  circular  letter  to  all  salaried  and 
volimteer  organizers  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  directing  their  attention 
to  the  great  need  for  organization  work  that 
is  to  be  found  among  the  women  wage- 
workers  of  the  laundry  industry. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence 
in    this   resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  68— By  Delegate  A.  B. 
Fisher,  of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly. 
Beaumont,   Texas. 
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WHEREAS,  There  are  many  thouMnds  of 
workers  employed  in  the  timber  indwtry 
of  the  South;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  majority  of  these  work- 
ers are  underpaid  and  are  enu>loyed  by 
lomber  barons  who  heretofore  have  mani- 
fested an  antasonistie  attitude  toward  organ- 
ized labor  and  the  principles  of  colleetive 
bargaining;  and 

WHEREAS,  Practically  all  these  worken 
eonld  be  added  to  the  ranks  of  organized 
labor,  were  they  advised  of  the  proper  step* 
necessary  to  ti^  to  get  into  the  Timber 
Workers;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  workers,  so  long  as  they 
remain  imorganized,  are  unable  to  better  their 
conditions;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  and  Ex- 
ecutive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  be  instructed  by  this  convention 
to  give  every  support  to  the  timber  work- 
ers in  the  work  of  organizing  those  em- 
pkqred   in  the  timber  industry  of  the  South. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

Tour  committee  refers  the  subject  matter 
contained  in  this  resolution  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  carry  out  if 
the   funds   of  the  Federation  will   permit. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
concurred  in. 

Resolution  No.  62 — By  Delegates  Wm.  J. 
Schultz,  Janitors.  15876,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  I.  E. 
Holm,  Supt.  Janitors  and  Assistants,  16928, 
New  York;  P.  J.  Reardon,  Janitors,  14086, 
Boston,  Mass.;  and  Jacob  Middleton,  Janitors 
and  Helpers,  No.  16034.  Charl^gton,  S.  0. 

WHEREAS,  The  membership  of  local 
uniom  Nos.  16928  and  16166,  of  New  York. 
N.  Y.,  14986  of  Boston.  Mass.;  18162  of 
SprinirKeld.  Mass.;  16928  of  Providence,  R.  I.i 
18180  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio;  16876  of  St.  Louis 
Mo.;  16284  of  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  14882  of 
Chicago.  HI.;  16198  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa; 
16608  of  Denver  Colo.;  10867  of  San  Fran- 
ctoeo,  Calif.;  14606  of  SeatUe,  Wash.;  16180 
of  Aberdeen,  Wash.;  16804  of  Charleston,  S. 
C,  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  have  unanimously  decided,  aftvr 
thoroughly  studying  and  canvassing  carefully 
the  situation  with  reference  to  the  building 
<or  institution)  cleaning  and  domestic  serv- 
ice employes,  that  the  interests  of  the  said 
workers  in  the  United  States  could  be  besf 
served  and  advanced  by  the  formation  of  an 
itttemational  union  under  the  supervision  of 
the   American    Federation   of   Labor;    and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  at  this  time  sixty 
locals  affiliated  with  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  composed  of  such  building 
(or  institution)  cleaning  and  domestic  serv- 
ice employes,  with  a  combined  membership 
of  approximately  5,000;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  now  a  temporary 
international  union  of  building  service  em- 
ployees organized  and  composed  of  locals 
throughout  the  United  States  that  are  affili- 
ated with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor; 
and 

WHERI«AS.  A  charter  fully  stating  the 
-Jurisdiction  of  an  international  union  of 
buikling  service  employes,  be  "persons  em- 
ployed in  the  cleaning,  custodians  and  domes- 
tie    service    of    any    institution,'*    that    mean- 


ing those  workers  known  as  custodians, 
matrons,  housekeepers.  Janitors,  Janitrcsses. 
housemen,  maids,  servants,  porters,  watch- 
men, elevator  operators  and  starters,  house 
and  window  cleaners:  and 

WHEREAS,  In  every  city,  town  and  village 
are  these  classes  of  workers  unorganized,  and 
that  the  said  locals  affllUted  with  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  are  only  in  forty- 
one  cities ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Experience  has  taught  that 
the  way  to  organize  the  workers  is  to  put 
the  work  or  organization  into  the  hands  of 
specialised  organizers  experienced  in  the  said 
callings;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  sixty  kxsals  now  existing 
are  able  to  finance  and  promote  the  organi- 
sation of  an  international  union  in  the  United 
States,  as  is  exhibited  in  the  financial  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  this,  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  instruct  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 
issue  a  call  within  six  months  to  such  local 
unions  of  building  service  employees  for  a 
convention,  at  which  convention  an  interna- 
tional union  shall  be  organized  under  the 
supervison  and  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
stitution of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor. 

The  committee  submitted  the  following 
recommendation : 

In.  the  application  for  a  charter  for  an 
international  union  of  Janitors,  Janitor  as- 
sistants, etc.,  known  as  "Building  Service 
Employes."  your  committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  more  time  should  be  given  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  than  we  have  at 
our  disposal  during  this  convention.  We, 
therefore,  recommend  that  the  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Council,  with  the 
understanding  that  when  this  class  of  work- 
ers is  sufficiently  organised  to  maintain  an 
international  union  the  Executive  Council 
proceed  to  form  such  an  organization  with- 
out further  delay,  with  the  proviso  that 
the  Executive  Council  define  and  determine 
its  jurisdiction,  which,  however,  must  not  be 
a  trespass  upon  the  Jurisdictional  rights 
and  claims  of  existing  affiliated  organisa- 
tions. In  the  meantime  the  Executive 
Council  is  directed  to  assist  in  every  way 
possible   in   organizing   these   workers. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Florea,  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Employes:  The  intemtional  union  I  repre- 
sent holds  Jurisdiction  over  domestic  work- 
ers in  private  families  and  institutions,  and 
we  desire  to  raise  our  objections  now  to 
granting  that  Jurisdiction  to  any  other  in- 
ternational union  or  to  any  other  organiza- 
tion. I  hi^ve  no  objection  to  the  matter 
being   referred   to   the   Executive   Council. 

Delegate  Quesse,  Flat  Janitors:  If  the 
matter  is  referred  to  the  Executive  Council 
I  hope  all  the  locals  will  be  notified  so  they 
can  appear  when  the  Council  takes  the  mat- 
ter up. 
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Deleffttte  McAndrewt:  I  would  »bo  tiiff- 
ff^t  that  when  this  matter  comet  before 
the  Executive  Council  the  various  locals  of 
Elevator  Conductors  be  notified. 

Delegate  Leonard,  Plumbers:  I  also  re- 
quest that  when  this  matter  comes  before 
the  Executive  Council  the  ofllcers  of  the 
United  Association  be  notified. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  66 — By  Delegate  Patrick 
J.  Cahillane.  of  the  City  Employes'  liocal. 
No.  16961,  Manchester,  N.  H. 

WHEREAS,  The  organised  labor  move- 
ment of  New  Hampshire  has  been  active 
in  efforts  to  perfect  the  organization  of  all 
wageworkers;  and 

WHEREAS.  In  the  furtherance  of  this 
plan  the  active  union  men  and  women  of 
New  Hampshire  have  been  untiring  in  their 
efforts  and  unsparing  in  their  contribution 
of   time  and   finances;   and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  believed  that  greater 
progress  can  be  made  in  this  work  by  an 
organizer  of  the  American  Federation  of 
LM>or  who  will  bring  to  his  aid  the  prestige 
of  the  whole  labor  movement;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  the  Executive  Board  be  instruct- 
ed to  designate  an  organiser  for  New 
Hampshire  who  shall  direct  and  co-operate 
with  efforts  of  the  existing  labor  movement 
to  perfect  the  organising  of  its  workers. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  this  resolu- 
tion and  refers  the  subject  matter  con- 
tained therein  to,  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  be  complied  with  if 
funds  of  the  Federation  will  permit. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution   No.    68 — By    Delegate    W.    Y. 
'  Ringer,  of  Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16988, 
of    Waynesboro,    Pa. 

WHEREAS,  The  poor  state  of  organisa- 
tions existing  in  York,  Pa.,  and  Frederick, 
Md.,  is  a  great  hindrance  to  other  nearby 
towns  and  cities,  and  that  investigation  wiU ' 
prove  that  those  two  towns  can  be  organ- 
ised by  a  concerted  effort  on  the  part  of 
all  trades  through  their  respective  organ- 
isers going  in  simultaneously  and  remain- 
ing for  about  one  week;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  A.  F.  of  L.  use  iU 
influence  to  have  such  a  crew  visit  those 
towns  as  speedily  as  possible  for  the  f&nal 
organising   of  the   said   towns. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  contained  in  this  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council  to  take 
up  with  the  international  unions  involved. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  70 — By  Delegate  J.  EL 
Groin,  of  the  Orange,  Texas,  Labor  and 
Trades  Council. 

WHEREAS.  Owing  to  conditions  created 
and  existing  during  the  war  and  continuing 
since  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  many 
thousands  of  men  have  been  addfd  to  the 
ranks  of  organised  labor;  and 


WHEREAS,  Many  of  these  recruits,  while 
enthusiastic,  are  not  well  informed  in  regard 
to  the  Jurisdiction  claims  and  principles 
laid'  down  in  the  Constitution  and  By-Laws 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  for  the  protection  of  each 
organised  craft  against  encroachment  by 
other  organised  crafts;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  busk  of  information,  to- 
gether with  a  certain  amount  of  confusion 
existing  on  account  of  some  new  lines  of 
work  being  created,  and  new  crafts  being 
organised,  has  caused  serious  friction  to 
come  up  between  powerful  organisations 
which  threaten  to  disrupt  some  local  organ- 
isations of  large  membership;  and 

WHEREAS,  If  organised  labor  is  to  sur- 
vive and  improve  the  conditions  of  the  wage 
earners  of  the  United  States,  it  is  necessary 
that  every  branch  and  every  local  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  be  kept  aliv«  and  working  to- 
gether as  harmoniously  as  possible;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  all  necessary  steps  be 
taken  at  the  convention  whereby  authorised 
representatives  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  shalL  as 
soon  as  possible,  visit  the  places  where 
friction  is  known  to  exist  between  various 
locals  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  use  every 
means  in  their  power  to  bring  about  re- 
conciliation between  said  locals,  and  to  estab- 
lish harmony  and  co-operation  on  the  part 
of   all  parties   concerned. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  contained  in  this  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  to  deal  with  when  such  friction 
is  found  to  exist. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolutions  No.  71 — By  Delegate  Wm.  Kodi, 
of  the  Colorado  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  Through  the  persistent  efforts 
of  the  American  Federation  ox  Labor  and  the 
anions  affiliated,  the  wage-earners  of  the  United 
States  have  firmly  established  the  eight-hour 
day  as  a  standard  that  is  used  as  a  base  when 
measuring  the   working   day;    and, 

WHEREAS,  There  is  also  need  of  a  fixed 
standard  minimum  wage  for  workers  in  all  lines 
of  occupation  and  endeavor,  to  be  likewise  need 
as  a  base  when  measuring  the  rate  of  wages  to 
be  paid  for  eii^t  hours'  work  or  service;  there- 
fore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  that  we 
record  our  hearty  approval  of  the  plan  to  fix 
a  standard  minimum  wage  for  workers  not  oiJy 
by  action  of  unions  affiliated,  but  also  by  action 
through  the  legislatures  of  the  various  states 
of  the  nation;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Officers  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be,  and  thef 
hereby  are  instructed  to  carry  out,  insofar  as 
they  are  able  to  do  it,  the  objects  and  purposes 
of  this  resolution. 

Your  committee  recommends  non-concurrenoe 
in  this  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  72 — ^By  Delegates  Jdha 
O'Eeefe  and  Harry  L.  Morrison,  of  the  Laundiy 
Workers'   International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  A  great  wave  of  organisation  is 
sweeping  the   country  at  the  present   time,   afe 
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witness  th«  fact  that  the  unorfaniced  men  and 
women  laundiy  workers  of  manv  different  citieff 
appeal  eveiy  day  to  the  Laundry  WorlLers'  In- 
ternational Union  for  ormnizers  or  representa- 
tiTes  to  assist  them  in  being  organized;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  limited  financial  resonrces  of 
the  Laundry  Workers'  International  Union  dees 
not  allow  them  to  comply  with  many  of  these 
requests  for  organisers;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  union  men  of  America  are 
deeply  interested  in  the  organization  of  women 
wage-workers,  and  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  former  conventions  has  gone  on  record 
as  being  heartily  in  favor  of  organizing  all 
women  wage-workers  as  soon  as  possible  into 
unions  of  their  respective  crafts;  and, 

WHEREAS,  A  contribution  of  one  cent  each 
from  the  three  million  or  more  of  union  mem* 
bers  would  establish  a  large  fund  that  could 
be  used  to  facilitate  the  organization  of  the 
women  wage-workers;   therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  authorize  the 
Executive  Council  to  levy  a  one-cent  assessment 
on  all  a£Bliated  members  for  the  special  purpose 
of  organizing  women  wage-workers;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  be 
requested  to  devote  such  part  of  this  fund  as 
they  may  deem  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
oiganizing  the  women  employed  in  the  laundiy 

In  view  of  the  special  assessment  that  was 
levied  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  for  the  purpose  of 
organising  women  workers,  of  which  this  or- 
ganization is  largely  composed,  your  committee 
believes  that  at  the  present  time  it  is  not  ad- 
visable to  call  for  the  specinl  assessment  asked 
for  in  this  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  74— By  Cigar  Makers'  Dele- 
gation. 

WHEREAS,  The  cigar  manufacturers  of  De- 
troit, employing  about  8,000,  fully  00  per  cent 
of  whom  are  unorganized,  and  many  of  whom 
are  women,  foreign-bom,  or  of  foreign  extrac- 
tion; and, 

WHEREAS,  These  manufactuiera,  Uking  ad- 
vantage of  the  unorganized  condition  of  these 
workers  and  their  lack  of  knowledge  of  America 
and  our  institutions,  have  so  reduced  wages  and 
working  conditions  that  a  condition  exists  which 
is  a  disgrace  to  America  and  her  institutions: 
and, 

WHEREAS,  In  justification  of  the  foregoing 
statement,  sixteen  persons  and  members  Umil- 
iar  with  the  cigar  industry  of  Detroit,  all  being 
duly  sworn,  have  made  affidavits,  in  substance 
as  follows: 

Harry  Carpenter  and  Heniy  Verbonggen: 
That  the  Hemeter  Cigar  Co.,  of  Detroit,  fined 
them  26  cents  each  for  each  thousand  cigars 
if  not  suflicient  cigars  were  rolled  out  of  the 
tobaeeo,  and  compelled  each  worker  to  turn  in 
two  free  cigars  on  each  1000.  Fines  amounted 
to  as  much  as  $1.26  a  week. 

Tessie  McKay:  That  she  worked  for  the 
Mazer  Cigar  Co.  and  received  for  a  6%  marble 
head  shape  cigar,  as  a  roller,  $6.60  per  1000, 
the    bunch    maker,    8.00;    total,    $8.60.      The 


union  cigar   maker  reeeived   $20.00   per   1000 
for  marble  heads. 

Anna  Politonska:  That  she  worked  at  the 
San  Telmo  Cigar  Co.,  where  about  1000  girls 
were  employed,  making  the  Pastora  6)i-inch, 
10-11  cent  cigar;  prices  paid,  26  cents  a  hunr 
dred,  but  was  compelled  to  make  one  free  out 
of  each  100;  a  system  of  fines  prevailed.  The 
union  price  on  same  class  of  cigars  is  $1.00  per 
hundred.  This  firm  Ukes  from  the  workers, 
based  on  the  prices  union  factories  pay,  at  least 
$1,600,000  in  wages,  besides  the  free  cigars. 
Dorothy  Pdradowska:  That  she  rolled  800 
cigars  a  day  and  mAde  8  free  cigars;  that  ttie 
was  fined  10  and  2t^  cents  per  1000  for  making 
less  out  of  tobacco  than  demanded.  .  Qt;het  giris 
were  fined  as  much  as  40  cents  per  1000.  ;One 
girl  was  fined  $1.60  in  one  day.  Prices'  paid 
for  roUiiw,  M.S6  per  thousand.  Uniea  ^rice, 
$10  per  1000.  Wbrk  is  from  6!80  a.  tA.  to 
5  p.  m.,  with  five' minutes  for  lunch  in  the  ^$sLf^ 
tory.  Girls  who.  lunch  at  home  are  i>n '^^,  nm 
going  and  coming .  from,  lunch.  \  \ 

Marie  Lubas,  Francis- Lubas  and  their  mother^ 
Mrs.  Lubas:  That  they  were  employed  bt  Bin 
Telmo  Cigar  Co.,  Detroit.  Rollers  ^i  this 
branch  receive  $4.40,  an^  bunch  breakers  $'f.26. 
Hours  from  0:30  a.  m. 'io  6:80  p^  m,  •  Qirls 
take  from  6  to  10  minutes  for  lunch;  those 
goings  out  and  those  gofti^  home  rush  -right 
back.  Making  one  free  cigar  for  each  100  ^m- 
pulsory.  On  October  1,  1018,  an  increase  of 
60  cents  for  rolling  and  26  cents  for  bunch 
making  went  into  effect,  but  the  system  qt  fining 
prevails  and  the.  increase  in  wages  did  not  cover 
the  additional  fines. 

May  Hammond  and  Stella  Ward:  That  the 
Wayne  Cigar  Co.  (renamed  General  Cigar  Co.) 
paid  $8.60  for  lOOO  made  by  team,  which  was 
equally  divided.  Girls  had  to  strip  own  wrap- 
pers. Union  price  for  same  class  of  work, 
$21.00  per  1000.  System  of  fines  prevails. 
Hours  from  7  a.  m.  to  6  jp.  m.  (Marie  Lubas 
also  testified  to  substantisftfy  same  statement.) 
No  free  smokes  or  fines  permitted  in  union 
shops. 

Stella  Kierzawska:  That  the  Lillies  Cigar 
Co.  pays  different  prices  for  rolling  and  bunch 
making  to  different  girls.  Some  receive  $2.60 
and  others  up  to  4.00  for  rolling  the  same 
cigars.  The  system  of  roUing  one  free  to  every 
100  and  being  fined  generously  prevails.  Hours 
from  7  a.  m.  to  6  and  6  p.  m.  Fines  are 
definite,  being  $1.00  a  week  for  failure  to  keep 
within  the  limit  on  stock. 

Thomas  Keating:  That  he  received  $2.60 
per  1000  making  bunches  at  the  Lillies  Cigar 
Co.  Union  price  is  $6.00.  Substantiates  state- 
ment as  to  free  bunches  and  fines. 

Rose  Yelinck:  Testifies  to  the  same  general 
prices  and  conditions  prevailing  at  the  Lillie 
Cigar  (k>.  while  working  there. 

David  S.  Jones  and  John  Dridamne:  That 
Charles  J.  Spietz,  part  owner  and  manager  of 
the   Wayne   Cigar   Co.,    asserted   in   their   pres- 
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ence  that  he  would  not  consent  to  run  a  union 
factory  as  long  as  he  could  get  cattle  to  make 
them  at  their  own  price,  and  that  he*d  be  a 
fool  to  run  a  union  shop,  and  that  David  8. 
Jones  was  a  fool  to  bother  himself  about  cattle 
employed  by  Wayne  Oigar  Ck>. 

WHEREAS,  The  action  of  these  non-union 
manufacturers,  especially  the  Havana  American 
Oigar  Oo.,  a  part  of  the  cigar  and  tobacco 
trust,  has  defied  the  Federal  Oovemment  and 
the  State  Oovemment  by  refusing  to  recognise 
the  officisl  conciliators  and  mediators  or  the 
Federal  and  State  Ctovemments;  and,  moreover, 
huve  denied  the  rl^t  of  coUeotive  bargaining, 
the  right  to  organise,  and  have  refused  to 
cecognise  in  any  way  the  local  or  international 
onion,  or  State  or  city  federations  of  labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  actions  of  these  autocratic, 
get-rich-quick  concerns,  with  no  thought  -of  sny- 
thing  but  the  dollar  mark,  which  they  place 
above  hiiBun  rights  and  humaa  welfare,  is  cal- 
eolated  to,  and  has,  created  a  spirit  of  unrest 
and  a  state  of  mind  bordering  upon  hatred,  and 
«  feeling  of  doubt,  in  which  the  employes  are 
asking:  Is  there  any  economic  justice  in 
America?  Are  these  arrogaat  institutions  so 
strong  and  powerful  that  ttey  can  refuse  with 
impunity  to  meet  and  treat  witti  government 
«onciUa(on  and  mediators,  and  deny  th«  right 
of  organisation  and  coUeetire  bargaining,  a 
right  which  has  been  recognised  and  con- 
ceded by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  OMkgrsss,  and  the  State,  the  War  Labor 
Board,  and  all  Jnst  and  right-thinking  men 
and  wemem?"  and 

WHEREAS,  These  non-union  concerns,  espe- 
cially the  Amerioan  Tobacco  Oompany,  whidi 
employs  thousands  of  men  and  women  in  fac- 
tories in  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York, 
Ohio,  Louisiana,  Indiana,  niineis,  Michigan, 
Florida,  Porto  Rico,  and  other  States,  make 
it  doubly  difficult  to  organise  the  woricmen,  or 
for  the  workers  to  increase  wages  or  shorten 
the  hours  of  labor,  or  otherwise  improve  work- 
ing conditions,  because  these  employers  have 
the  power  by  closing  a  local  factory  or  fac- 
tories where  an  attempt  is  made  to  achieve 
these  things,  and  then  increasing  their  force 
on  the  same  brands  in  other  factories  not  af- 
fected;  therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  respectfuUy  request  the  Hon.  Will- 
lam  B.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  Labor,  to  cause 
an  investigation  of  the  wages,  hours  of  labor, 
and  working  conditions  prevailing  in  factories 
owned  and  operated  by  the  American  Tobacco 
Oo.  and  its  subsidiary  brandies,  and  the  cigar 
industry  generally  in  Detroit,  Michigan:  and. 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Officers  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are  hereby 
instructed  to  render  the  Oigar  Makers'  Inter- 
national Union  all  assistance  pessible  through 
Its  paid  and  voluntary  organizers  in  an  effort 
to  organise  the  unfortunate  workers  now  held 
In  bondage  Iqr  the  American  Tobacco  Oo.  and 
its  subsidiaries,  and  other  large  non-union  em- 
ployers in  the  cigar  industry. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence  in 
this  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  waa 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  80 — By  Delegate  Nathan  P. 
Birch,  of  the  Newsboys'  Union.  No.  15886. 


WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  in  convention  assembled  in  Seattle,  1918, 
adopted  a  substitute  resolution  placing  the 
issuance  of  charters  to  newsboys  and  carriers' 
organizations  into  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Oouncil  of  the  Ameriean  Federation  of  Labor; 
and, 

WHEREAS,  The  time  lost  in  waiting  for 
a  meeting  is  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  those  desiring  to  organize,  and  a 
great  handicap  to  organizers;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  power  to  issue 
diarters  to  organizations  of  newsboys  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  President  and  Secretery  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  and, 
further  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  action  of  the  1918 
Oonvention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
for  the  further  oiganization  of  newsboys  and 
carriers  may  be  immediately  undertaken. 

Your  committee  recommends  non-concurrence 
in  the  first  *ltesolved"  of  this  resolution,  as  it 
is  in  direct  violation  of  Article  14,  Section  1, 
of  the  Oonstitution  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and 
recommends  concurrence  in  the  balance  of  the 
resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Birch,  Seattle,  discussed  the  ques- 
tion and  urged  that  something  be  done  to  help 
the  newsboys  obtain  a  charter.  He  described 
the  condition  of  the  newsboys  in  various  cities 
of  the  Northwest,  the  manner  in  wliich  they 
were  imposed  upon  and  denied  the  proper  com- 
pensation for  the  work  they  do,  and  their  great 
need  of  an  oiganization  to  protect  them. 

The  motion  to  adopt  ihe  recommendation  of 
the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  102 — ^By  the  McKeesport 
Council  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  campaign  committee  for 
organizing  the  iron  and  steel  workers  have 
been  under  great  expense  in  their  campaign  in 
this  district;  and, 

WHEREAS,  While  the  campaign  is  on  won- 
derful results  can  be  obtained  by  the  American 
Federation  of  I^bor  and  its  affiliated  uniona  in 
the  McKeesport,   Pa.,   district;   therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  a  permanent  organizer  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  stationed 
in  the  McKeesport,  Pa.,  district,  with  head- 
quariers  at  the  said  city. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  contained  in  this  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Oouncil  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
to  cany  into  effect  if  the  funds  of  the  Federa- 
tion will  permit. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  waa 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  107 — ^By  Delegate  E.  G.  Gal- 
loway, of  the  Tri-Oity  Central  Trades  OouncQ, 
Oranite  City,  Dl. 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  in  convention  held  at  Seattle,  Wash., 
adopted  a  resolution  to  organize  the  enameling 
industry  in  the  United  States  of  America  and 
Canada,  and  would  then  form  an  international 
union  of  the  enamel  workers;   and, 

WHEREAS,  There  are  thirty  enameling  in- 
dustriea  operating  in   the  United   States   of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMMSaCMV 


ITION     OF  LABOB 


291 


America  and  Canada  at  the  preeent  time,  and 
<mty  one  la  oxsaniaed,  and  that  ia  the  National 
Enameling  and  Stamping  Oompanj,  Oianite 
Citj,  m.;  and, 

WHEREAS,  Tin,  Steel,  Iron  and  Granite 
Workers'  Local  Union  No.  1094S,  Granite  Oity, 
HL,  have  struggled  for  years  to  maintain  their 
organization,  and  when  the  members  of  theii 
organization  ask  for  an  increase  in  wages  and 
better  condiUona,  the  reply  from  the  employen 
is  that  competition  of  the  m>organized  enamel 
industries  is  so  strong,  for  the  fact  that  the 
unorganized  industries  get  their  work  done  so 
much  cheaper,  that  they,  the  National  Enameling 
and  Stamping  Company,  cannot  grant  higher 
wages  and  compete  with  their  competitors; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  make  special  efforts  to  organize  the 
workers  in  the  enameling  industries  immediate- 
ly, especially  in  the  Canton  (Ohio)  district, 
and  in  the  New  England  States. 

Tour  committee  recommends  that  the  second 
'Vhereaa*'  be  stricken  out,  and  report  con- 
currence in  the  balance  of  the  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resohition  No.  109 — By  Central  Labor 
Union  of  Worcester,  Mass.: 

WHEREAS,  It  is  generally  known  to  the 
entire  country  and  the  membership  of  or- 
ganized labor  in  particular  that  the  City  of 
,  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  is  the  home  and 
center  of  activities  of  the  worst  labor-hating 
organization  in  the  country,  to  wit:  the 
Metal  Trades  Association,  which,  like  an 
octopus,  has  a  grip  on  the  financial,  indus- 
trial and  political  life  of  this   city;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  employers'  organisation 
^is  using  every  effort  to  break  down  and  crush 
labor  through  black  list  card  index  systems. 
Through  forcing  members  thereof  to  give  all 
contracts  to  firms  who  have  declared  for 
open  shop  conditions.  Through  control  of 
banks  to  furnish  money  to  assist  open  shop 
contractors  in  preference  to  any  others;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  being  well  known  facts, 
the  Central  Labor  Union  and  Building  Trades 
Council  of  Worcester,  Mass.,  believe  that  the 
American  labor  movement,  as  represented  by 
the  Americn  Federation  of  Labor  should  use 
every  effort  to  cope  with  this  unfair  oppon- 
ent  in   its    home  city;   therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  instruct 
the  Officers  and  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  immedi- 
ately inaugurate  a  campaign  of  organisa- 
tion in  Worcester,  Mass.,  to  strengthen 
unions  already  established  and  to  organize 
new  unions  in  all  branches  of  industry  in 
said  city;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  convention  call  upon 
all  national  and  international  unions  to 
lend  financial  anu  moral  support,  through 
furnishing  organizers  that  a  simultaneous 
effort  may  be  made  by  all  trades  and  in- 
dustries to  perfect  strong  organizations  and 
to  create  a  sentiment  for  unionism  which  will 
compel  the  labor  exploiting  manufacturers 
and  contractors  to  recognize  the  Just  de- 
mands of  labor. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence 
in    this    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 


Resohition  No.  117— By  Del^tf  Jamea 
Willtam  Fitapatriek,  of  the  White  Rata 
Actors'  Union  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  Prpc**^^'*' 
some  time  an  investigation  of  vand^rillp 
conditions  and  of  the  conspiracy  to  crpalk 
the  White  RaU  Actpra'  U«>oa  •' ^Sf'ISSL 
an  international  «n»on  ,  *pj*»l««^.^*ft  ^55? 
American  Federation  of  Labor  by  tlw  Vaude- 

viUe  Managers'  P^J<«HT*  :  ^"'^^SI^HtSuJi 
weekly  newspaper  called  Variety,  the  Unite* 
Booking  Offices  of  America  and  others:  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  invesUgation  has  been 
conducted  by  that  branch  of  the  United 
States  Government  known  as  the  Federal 
Trade  Commission;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  investigation  on  awon» 
testimony  and  documentary  evidence  has  re- 
vealed a  state  of  things  and  cpnditionB  wf 
employment  almost  beyond  belief,  pwwu- 
Inrly  in  regard  to  the  commissions  and  fees 
extorted  from  actors  by  the  said  Unita4 
Booking  Offices  and  Its  allies :  and 

WHEREAS,  The  employment  and  hoaineaa 
of  ninety-five  per  cent,  of  the  aftors  of  thia 
country  is  interstate  and  is  obtained  through 
the  said  booking  offices  or  employment 
agencies;  and 

WHEREAS,  At  a  hearing  of  such  condi- 
tions before  the  State  Labor  Board  of  Okla- 
homa, the  said  Board  in  its  report  recom- 
mended that  Federal  Legislation  should  be 
introduced  to  remedy   these  evils;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  managers  of  this  country 
dominate  and  control  the  actors  of  thIa 
country  through  the  said  booking  ageneiea 
which  they  own  and  operate:  and 

WHEREAS,  The  said  Vaudeville  Managers* 
Protective  Association  which  is  composed  of 
the  owners  and  patrons  of  the  said  employ- 
ment agencies  and  the  United  Booking 
Offices,  has  repeatedly  refused  to  meet  or 
negotiate  with  or  in  any  way  recognize  the 
said  White  Rats  Actors'  Union  of  America, 
because  tlrd  White  Rats  are  affiliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  in  fact 
over  their  own  signature,  in  public  announce- 
ments, the  Vaudeville  Managers'  Protective 
Association  has  announced  that  the  affiliation 
of  the  White  Rats  with  Organized  Labor  "la 
the  sole  issue  between  the  Vaudeville  Man- 
agers and  the  White  Rats";  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Booking  Officea 
by  means  of  subsidiary  corporations  and 
agencies   is  able  to  and  has  for  man^  years 

East,  and  is  now  successfully  breaking  th« 
iws  of  the  State  of  New  York.  Iowa,  Illi- 
nois. Michigan  and'  California;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  con- 
junction and  co-operation  with  the  Inter- 
national Officers  of  the  White  Rats  Actors* 
Union  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  have- 
introduced,  and  to  use  every  influence  to- 
successfully  pass  an  Act  of  Congress  placing 
the  interstate  employment  of  actors  in  the- 
hands  of  the  Federal  Government  by  means 
of  a   Federal  Employment  Agency. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence- 
in  this  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the   recommendation   of   the   committee. 

Delegate  Fitzpatrick,  White  Rats  Actors" 
Union,  made  a  statement  of  some  length  in 
connection  with  the  conspiracy  against  his 
organization  and  told  in  detail  how  the  legal 
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procecdihfiTB  atarted,  who  fl^ne«d  it  and 
what  th«  resulto  had  been,  how  the  ofllea* 
of  th«  union  were  burfflarised  and  certain 
reeocda  stolen  and  what  the  officers  had  been 
•ompelled  to  ra  thronirh  in  order  to  protect 
the  individual  members  of  the  organisation. 
He  sqbmitted  evidence  to  show  that  the 
statement  that  the  fnnds  of  the  union  had 
been  diverted  to  his  own  personal  use  and 
that  of  the  s^retary  was  untrue.  He  then 
referred  to  a  document  which  had  been 
circulated  among  the  delegates  and  asked 
them  to  consider  his  statement  of  the  case 
and  to  draw  their  own  conclusions. 

.The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried. 

Resolntion  No.  127— By  Delegate  William 
Schoenberg,  of  the  International  Association 
ef  Machinists. 

WQBBBAS,  AU  indications  point  to  the 
tmet  that  thousands  of  worlcers  from  the 
war-torn  cbuntries  of  Europe  will  come  te 
the  United  States  soon  after  the  peace  treaty 
is  signed  In  Paris ;  and 

WHEREAS.  Regardless  of  the  different 
meanures  of  rsstrictlon  the  majority  of  the 
newcomers  may  pass  the  necessary  examina- 
tions;  and 

WftBRBAS,  Immigration,  if  not  properly 
handled  may  become  dangerous  to  the  Amer- 
ican labor  movement  if  left  to  themselves 
to  shift  into  industries  and  sections  of  this 
country  where  they  cannot  be  assimilated: 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  large  InteresU  of  employ- 
ers and  manufacturers  are  using,  or  mis- 
using immigrants  to  the  detriment  of  Amer- 
ican labor,  because  of  their  lack  of  knowl- 
edge of  our  conditions  and  customs;  there- 
fore., be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  this,  the  Thirty-ninth 
Annual  Convention  of  the  American '  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  that  the  Executive  Council 
be.  and  hereby  Is  Instructed  to  investigate 
the  advisability  of  the  establishment  of  a 
trades  union,  information  bureau  for  im- 
migrants in  New  York,  preferably  on  Ellis 
Island,  where  the  newcomers  may  be  ad- 
vised relative  to  their  bona  ilde  trades  unions 
of  America,  to  working  conditions,  in  re- 
irards  to  chances  of  obtaining  employment 
relative  to  strikes  and  lock-outs  and  such 
other  information  which  may  be  valuable 
to  them  both  from  their  and  our  point  of 
view;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  if  the  Executive  Council 
finds  that  the  establishment  of  an  informa- 
tion bureau  is  advisable,  the  council  be  and 
hereby  is  authorised  to  establish  this  bureau 
at  their  earliest  opportunity. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  contained  in  this  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  for  investigation  and  such  ac- 
tion as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegato  Schoenberg.  Machinists,  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  resolution  and  referred  to  the 
men  who  come  to  this  country  from  Europe 
with  a  bona  fide  trade  union  card  and  who. 
because  they  were  not  properly  informed 
about  the  trade  union  movement  in  this 
country,  fell  into  the  hands  of  dual  organ- 
isations.    He  stated   that  he  wouki  like  to 


have  an  opportunity  to  appear  before  the 
Executive  Council  when  the  subject  was. 
being  considered  by  that  body. 

Delegate  D'Alessandro.  Laborers,  favored 
the  resolution  and  the  establishment  of  an 
information  burtau  for  the  benefit  of  the 
workers  emigrating  from  Europe  to  the 
United  States. 

Delegate  Strickland.  Portland  Central 
Labor  Union,  favored  the  resolution  and 
said  he  would  like  to  see  some  immediate 
effective  action  taken. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  180 — ^By  the  Delegation  of 
the  Internationa]  Ladies*  Garment  Workers' 
Union.  Benjamin  Scblesinger.  Max  Goren- 
stein,  Jacob  Heller,  Al  Laporta,  I.  Feinberg 
and  M.   Friedman. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  in- 
structs Ito  Executive  Council  to  lend  ito 
support,  to  the  International  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers'  Union  in  Ito  peaceful  negotiations 
with  the  employers  of  the  City  of  Chicago, 
and  likewise  in  case  a  strike  Is  found  neces- 
sary for  the  introduction  of  collective  bar- 
gaining and  uniform  stondards  in  the  waist, 
dress  and  skirt  industries  of  Chicago. 

Tour  comnUttee  recommends  that  the 
word  'iastmcto"  in  the  second  lint  of  the 
resolve  be  stricken  out  and  the  word 
''direct^  inserted.  Your  committee  concurs 
in  this  resolution  as  far  the  the  words,  "^Itjr 
of  Chicago"  ami  recommends  that  the  bal- 
ance of  the  resolution  be  stricken  out. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Heller,  Garment  Workers,  object- 
ed to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
grounds  that  the  resolution  would  lose  its 
effectiveness  if  the  report  was  adopted.  He 
stated  that  the  organisation  intended  to 
employ  all  possible  peaceful  means  to  bring 
i|bout  the  conditions  desired,  and  that  nego- 
tiations looking  to  a  peaceful  settlement  had 
been  going  on  for  some  time,  but  that  if, 
as  seemed  probable  now,  these  negotiations 
were  unsuccessful,  they  desired  to  enter  in- 
to a  strike  and  to  have  the  support  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  so  doing. 
In  closing  he  moved  the  rejection  of  the 
committee's  report  and  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution  in  ito  original  form. 

Delegate  Friedman  spoke  at  some  length 
on  conditions  in  the  waist,  dress  and  skirt 
industries  in  Chicago  and  told  of  the  deplor- 
able condition  of  the  workers  in  that  in- 
dustry at  the  time  the  Garment  Workers 
went  Into  the  City  of  Chicago  two  years 
ago.  She  told  of  the  strike  which  affected 
something  like  1,100  girls,  how  these  girls 
were  put  in  prison  and  how,  because  of 
lack  of  organisation,  they  were  finally  forced 
to  go  back  to  work  for  the  employers 
against  whom  they  had  gone  on  strike.  She 
closed  her  statement  by  urging  the  adoption 
of  the  original  resolution. 
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President  Gompen  explained  thmt  the  mo- 
tion offered  by  Delegate  Heller  to  reject  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  not  entertained 
because  it  was  a  negative  motion,  and  that 
the  same  end  could  be  served  by  simply 
▼oting  down  the  report  of  the  committee. 
He  also  explained  that,  after  conferring  with 
the  chairman  and  secretary  of  the  committee, 
he  had  been  informed  that  they  had  merely 
the  text  of  the  resolution  and  the  preamble 
before  them  and  did  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  privately  present  the  subject  mat- 
ater  to  the  Garment  Workers'  delegation,  and 
that  it  would  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the 
committee  to  have  the  resolution  referred 
back  for  conference  and  further  report. 

Delegate  John  H.  Walker,  in  discussing  the 
subject* .  said  there  was  more  than  one  rea- 
son why  the  request  of  the  Garment  Work- 
frs'  delegation  should  be  granted.  He  ex- 
pressed the  view  that  the  contemplated 
strike  should  first  have  the  approval  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  and  with  that  qualification 
he  believed  the  resolution  could  be  adopted. 

He  then  referred  to  the  unfair  use  of  the 
injunction  in  the  State  of  Illinois  and  cited 
instances  where  the  judges  had  been  most 
arbitrary  in  the  application  of  it,  particu- 
larly the  case  of  Stephen  C.  Summer  in  the 
Garment  Workers'  strike.  He  said  the  in- 
discretion of  these  judges  and  others  like 
them  was  doing  more  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Bolshevism  and  anarchy  than  all  other 
factors  combined,  and  urged  the  workers  to 
"go  the  limit"  in  their  efforts  to  get  legis- 
lation to  make  that  sort  of  thing  impossible 
in  the  United  States. 

Delegate  Frank  Duffy,  speaking  for  ^ 
committee,  said:  The  committee  has  no 
particular  objection  to  the  resolution,  any 
more  than  that  it  asks  the  support  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  in  case  of  an 
anticipated  strike — something  that  may  not 
exist.  That  is  the  principal  reason  that  we 
suggested  the  elimination  of  that  part.  Yes- 
terday morning  I  came  on  this  platform  and 
made  quite  an  announcement  of  the  sub- 
ject matters  that  were  to  be  dealt  with,  and 
I  asked  on  behalf  of  the  committee  that  all 
delegates  who  had  anything  before  the  com- 
mittee appear  before  us  at  the  hoteL  The 
Ijady  Garment  Workers'  delegation  never 
appeared  before  us  or  attempted  to  appear 
before  us.  We  did  not  know  whether  this 
was  likely  to  be  a  strike  or  not,  nothing 
more  than  that  it  was  an  anticipated  strike. 
We  have  a  similar  resolution  just  after  this 
one  couched  in  almost  the  same  language, 
but  it  does  not  involve  an  anticipated  strike. 
In  that  resolution  we  concur,  so  you  see 
the  committee  has  no  particular  objection 
to  it  any  more  than  it  involves  an  antici- 
pated strike,  something  that  may  never 
occur. 

President    Gompers:    The    chair    asks    the 


indulgence  of  the  convention  for  a  moment 
in  regard  to  the  resolution  and  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  committee  for  re-committal 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  delegates  of 
the  Garment  Workers'  International  Unk>n 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard, 
regardless  of  whose  fault  it  may  be.  I  just 
desire  to  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity 
to  call  the  attention,  not  only  of  the  con- 
vention generally,  but  of  the  delegates  and 
officers  of  the  Lady  Garment  Workers' 
International  Union  to  the  fact  that  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labor,  tiie  Executive 
Council  and  I  as  President  have  not  failed 
to  be  of  assistance  to  the  lady  garment  work- 
ers  in  the  crucial  hours  of  their  history  and 
did  not  hesitate  some  eight  or  nine  years 
ago  to  declare,  in  a  public  meeting,  at  Madi- 
son Square  Garden,  New  York:  I  made  the 
declaration  that  unless  the  employers  in  the 
industry  were  willing  to  make  the  standards 
of  living  of  the  workers  in  that  Industry 
comparable  with  that  which  was  regarded 
as  the  sovereign  standard  of  American  work- 
ers, if  they  were  unwilling  to  enter  into  a 
coUective  bargain  to  carry  that  into  exe- 
cution an  industrial  revol^on  in  thatj"*"" 
try  would  take  place.  We  did  assfat,  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  aims  to  help 
the  workers  in  their  contests  for  a  decent 
life  and  to  bring  light  into  their  lives  and 
into  their  work.  Now  I  think  the  convention 
U  about  to  announce  that  some  declaration  of 
moral  support  should  be  given  «|e  Lajj 
Garment  Workers  if  It  is  »f  f  J^'J.  *^*  *S!,^ 
enter  into  a  contest  to  maintain  those  prfn- 
ciples.     The   chair  suggests,   therefore,   ttat 

the   request   of   the   «r"**^J^«ltI^  ^ 

with  and   that  the  entire  subject  »*«*'  ^ 

recommitted    for    conference    and    further 

consideration.  iir^,v*«i 

Delegate  Gorinsteln.  Garment  W<»rke». 
objected  to  tiie  course  •W"*^..^/  *^* 
chair  and  said  he  preferred  t»  have  the  mat- 
ter settled  at  once  on  the  fteor  of  the  con- 

ventlon.  ___  « 

Delegate  Green,  Mine  Workers,  moved 
that  the  resolution  be  re-committed  to  the 
Committee  on  Organl»tion  for  conference 
and  further  consideration  by  that  eoinmittee. 
Delegate  Sillinsky:  A  point  of  order.  A 
motion  has  been  made  to  adopt  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee.  Therefore  any 
any  other  motion  is  out  of  order. 

President  Gompers:  The  point  of  order  is 
not  well  taken.  It  is  a  subsidiary  motion 
made  to  refer  or  recommit.  That  motion  is 
in  order  and  at  the  disposition  of  this  con- 
vention. 

The  motion  offered  by  delegate  Green 
was    carried. 

At  12:40  p.  m.  the  convention  was  ad- 
journed to  reconvene  at  2:80  o'clock. 
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The  convention  was  ealled  to  order  at 
2:80  o'clock  p.  m,,  Friday,  June  Itth,  Pres- 
ident Gompers  In  the  chair. 

Absenteee  Schlessinger,  MitcheU  (John), 
Hayes  (Frank  J.).  Johnston  (Wm.  H.), 
Hannah,  Thomas,  Curtis,  Bly,  Priestly, 
Hannon,  Wilkinson,  Harte,  Patterson,  Berg- 
er,  BUieott,  Thompson. 

Bsioltttlona  Be-B«ftrrtd 

Resolution  No.  4,  referred  from  Ck>m- 
mittee  on  Bducation  to  Ck>mmittee  on  Ad- 
justment. 

Resolutions  Nos.  18,  48,  and  106,  relating 
to  railroad  legislation,  referred  from  Ck>m- 
mittee  on  E«zecutive  Council's  Report  to 
Committee  on  Resolutions. 

President  Gompers  roQuested  Vice-Presi- 
dents Duffy,  Valentine  and  Green  to  escort 
Secretary  of  Labor  Wilson  to  the  platform. 

President  Gompers:  The  E«zecutive  Coun- 
cil of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  by 
unanimous  vote  directed  the  President  of 
the  Federation  to  extend  an  invitation  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  LaCor 
to  deliver  an  address  to  this  convention. 
The  Secretary  of  that  Department  and  a 
member  of  the  President's  cabinet  is  now 
with  us.  the  union  man  in  good  standing, 
a  member  of  the  affiliated  oriranisation  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  is  with 
us,  and  it  affords  me  pleasure  and  honor  to 
present  William  B.  Wilson. 

ADDRESS  OF  HON.  WM.  B.  WILSON, 
Secretary  of  Labor. 

Mr.  President,  and  Fellow-Trade  Union- 
ists: It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  have  the 
opportunity  of  being  present,  even  though  it 
may  bd  at  but  one  of  the  sessions  of  thia 
historic  victory  and  reconstruction  conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  wage-workers  of  our  country  have 
reason  to  be  proud  of  the  part  which  they 
played  in  the  great  world  war  for  freedom 
and  democracy.  Tou  have  reason  to  be 
proud  not  only  of  the  part  you  have  taken 
m  the  struggle,  but  of  the  great  part  that 
has  been  played  in  th«  contest  by  your 
selected  representative,  the  president  of  the 
American  Fed^^ration  of  Labor.  Upon  him 
has  devolved  not  only  the  direction  of  your 
forces  and  associated  forces  in  the  great 
struggle  against  the  military  autocracy  of 
Germany,  but  there  has  also  fallen  upon 
his  shoulders — and  he  has  borne  the  burden 
manfully,  he  has  directed  the  movement  in- 
telligently— tlra  great  burden  of  conduct- 
ing the  battle  against  the  other  insidious 
forces    that    would    endeavor    to    utilise   vio- 


lence for  the  destruction  of  demoeraey,  the 
I>ow«rB  of  Bolshevism  as  ezpreMod  in  some 
of  the  eonntries  of  Bastem  Burope. 

The  part  played  by  labor  has  been  due 
in  a  great  measure  to  the  appreciation  by 
labor  of  the  dev^opment  that  has  taken 
place  in  the  progress  of  human  demoeraoies. 

I  have  a  theory,  and  time  alone  will  dem- 
onstrate whether  the  tlvaory  is  eound,  that 
every  individual  and  every  group  of  indi- 
viduals becomes  influential  in  the  affairs  of 
the  government  Just  in  so  far  as  the  indi- 
vidual or  the  croup  of  individuals  is  neces- 
sary for  the  defense  of  the  state.  I  know  my 
British  friends  will  pardon  me  if  I  refer  to 
what  in  my  mind  was  the  great  starting 
point  in  the  development  of  mod»rn  demoo- 
racy.  I  don't  look  upon  the  Battle  of  Ban- 
nockbum  as  being  purely  the  heritage  of 
the  people  of  Scotland  alone,  but  I  look  upon 
it  as  being  tba  heritage  of  the  masses  of  the 
people  of  all'  the  world.  Those  of  you  who 
are  familiar  with  the  history  of  that  strug> 
gle  and  the  ones  preceding  it,  realise  that 
up  until  that  time  the  only  pv»ople  who  had 
been  permitted  to  participate  in  the  aifairt 
of  government  were  the  monarchs  and  the 
nobuity,  the  nobility  comprising  the  flowvr 
of  Knighthood.  The  nobility  were  permitted 
to  participate  because  the  man  on  horse- 
back and  in  armor  was  the  man  who  at 
that  time  was  necessary  for  thu  defense  of 
the  state.  Nearly  all  of  the  nobility  of 
Scotland  had  been  brought  up  at  the  Court 
of  England  and  when  the  Battle  of  Bannock- 
burn  took  place  very  few  of  thu  men  in 
armor  were  on  the  side  of  the  Scottish  mon- 
arch. He  had  to  depend  for  his  support  in 
the  conflict  upon  the  yeomanry  of  his  ooun- 
try  and  for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of 
warfare  the  yeomanry,  with  pikes  in  their 
hands,  were  formed  on  the  battlefield  of 
Bannockbum  in  what  has  since  come  to  be 
known  as  the  "hollow  square "^-only  in  that 
case  it  was  the  hollow  circle.  The  his- 
torians have  failed  to  grasp  the  importance 
of  that  situation.  They  tell  us  of  the  pit-- 
falls  that  had  been  made  on  the  moor  for 
the  horvas  of  the  English  monarch  and  his 
men  and  how  some  of  these  fell  into  the 
pits.  There  were  a  sufficient  number  who 
crossed  over  the  moor  to  have  crushed  the 
Scottish  army  if  it  had  not  been  for  the 
new  military  tactics  which  the  necessity  of 
the  situation  compelled  Bruce  to  employ,  and 
he  fomvdd  his  men  into  hollow  circles  to 
receive  the  men  of  the  opposing  forces  on 
their  pikes^  and  when  the  nobles  came,  they 
came  on  to  the  pilros  of  the  yeomanry  and 
were  destroyed.  The  yeoman  at  that  mo- 
ment became  a  more  important  factor  in  the 
defense  of  his  country.  The  British  mon- 
arch was  later  compelled  to  follow  the  same 
tactics  that  Bruce  had  followed.  And  when 
the  wars  were  carried  by  Edward  over  into 
the  Continent,  with  the  yeomen  as  a  fight- 
ing factor  in  his  armies,  the  European  mili- 
tary chiefs  ware  compelled  also  to  ohange 
their   tactics.      From   that   period   dated   the 
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fall  of  knighthood  and  the  boginning  of 
manhood. 

Slowly  the  maiaes  of  the  people  repro- 
■ented  in  the  yvomanrj  began  to  realise  their 
importance  and  before  the  reign  of  Brmee 
had  paased,  they  had  eompelled  him  to  yield 
coneeesiona  to  the  yeomanry  of  hia  eonn- 
try,  and  thia  was  tnw  also  of  Bdward  and 
tme  OTer  all  the  Continent. 

The  indiTidual,  the  man  in  the  maas,  the 
toiler  of  soelety,  began  to  see  the  dawn  of 
a  new  day.  It  took  eentnries  before  it  be- 
gan to  crystallise,  bat  those  same  people, 
coming  orer  to  our  country,  settling  on  onr 
shores,  carried  with  them  the  ideals  of  the 
importance  of  the  workers  of  humanity. 
When  onr  Declaration  of  Independence  was 
proclaimed  to  the  world,  when  it  waa  being 
prepared  before  it  was  ciyen  to  the  world, 
tlMre  eame  down  from  the  north  those  who 
iaaiated  that  there  should  be  included  In 
the  document  the  statement  that  taxation 
without  representation  was  tyranny,  '  and 
there  came  up  from  the  south  wortoars  who 
in  the  meantime  had  become  imbued  with 
a  spirit  of  racial  aristocracy  but  yet  were 
imbued  with  the  same  thauf  nt  that  had  de- 
i!«loped  on  the  other  aide  of  the  water,  who 
insisted  that  there  should  go  into  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  that  basic  principle 
of  all  democracies — that  eTcrr  gOTemmeot 
deriws  its  Just  i>owers  from  the  consent  of 
the  gOTcmed. 

Modem  warfare  has  still  more  thoroughly 
accentuated  that  thought.  In  the  battles  of 
ancient  times  it  was  frequently  possible  for 
lari^  armies  to  support  themselTes  upon  the 
country  in  which  they  were  operating,  re* 
ceiying  but  a  small  portion  of  their  supplies 
from  nome.  From  the  days  when  Joshua 
oTcrcame  the  enemies  of  Israfel  until  Sher- 
man nude  his  famous  march  to  the  sea, 
great  armies  supported  themselTes  upon  the 
country  in  which  they  w«re  fighting.  That  is 
no  longer  possible.  It  haa  been  Tariously 
estimated  that  it  takes  anywhere  from  six 
to  ten  workers  in  the  rear  to  maintain  one 
soldier  in  the  trenches.  Oonseqnently,  the 
workers  of  all  the  world  haye  become  more 
important  factors  in  tta»  defense  of  their 
respectiTc  countries,  and  they  are  insisting 
and  will  continue  to  insist  that  in  the  con- 
sideration of  the  problems  of  reconstruction, 
the  laws  shall  be  so  constructed  and  social 
affairs  so  conducted  that  bthtj  indiTidual  in 
the  community  shall  hare  the  greatest  i>ot- 
sible   opportunity   for  self-determination. 

The  labor  moTcment  of  this  country  is  no 
exception  to  the  rate  in  that  reapect.  We 
hare  in  our  country  our  faddists — people, 
many  of  them  who  hare  ncTcr  had  experi- 
ence in  the  practical  problems  of  life.  Some 
of  them  have  been  following  after  false  gods. 
It  is  not  those  who  are  following  after  the 
false  gods  that  will  be  tbe  saTiors  of  the 
workers  of  our  country.  It  is  those  who 
hare  persistently  nude  and  are  continuing 
to  make  self-aacriflce  for  the  oommon  good 
who  will  achicTc  results. 

I  recall,  and  I  may  hav«  mentioned  it  to 
you  on  prcTiouB  occasions,  but  it  will  bear 
repeating — ^I  recall  the  conditiona  we  found 
in  the  Middle  West  when  the  President's 
Mediation  Oommiasion  was  sent  out  to  in- 
vestigate the  conditiona  brought  about  by 
the  actiTitiee  of  the  Induatrial  Workers  of 
the  World  some  two  years  ago.  The  Indus- 
trial Workers  of  the  World  had  almost  gone 
out  of  existence  prior  to  that  time.    Suddenly 


thex»  was  a  renewal  of  actiTitiea.  Industries 
that  were  essential  for  the  success  of  the 
war  were  being  tied  up.  There  seemed  to . 
Im  no  way  of  keeping  them  in  operation. 
The  Preaident  appointed  a  commiasion  of 
which  I  had  the  honor  of  being  Ohairman. 
We  found  some  oddities  and  many  crude 
theoriea  that  the  ayerage  man  in  the  labor 
moTcmnnt  would  not  stand  for.     We  found 


that  people  were  coming  in  on  the  rods  to 
the  mining  campa  of  the  mountain  regiona 
— coming  in  ouite  large  numbers,  and  prac- 


tically OTer  ni^ht  establishing  locals  of  the 
I.  W.  W„  and  then,  without  submitting  the 
qoAstion  to  the  Toice  of  the  workers  them- 
selTes, either  through  organisation  or  other- 
wiae,  declaring  atrUcea  against  the  oompa- 
nies  that  were  operating;  declaring  those 
strikes  for  a  giTon  waffa  and  for  a  giTen 
number  of  hours,  refusing  to  meet  the  em- 
ployers in  conference  and  insisting  that  it 
muat  be  thia  rate  which  they  published  and 
no  other,  and  that  idKaness  would  follow 
the  employers'  refusal  to  oomply  with  their 
demanua. 

But  that  waa  not  all.  We  found  that 
whercTer  the  legitimate  CTolutionary  aapira- 
tiona  of  the  workers  w«re  giTen  an  oppor- 
tunity to  dcTelop,  there  the  I.  W.  W.  £>und 
no  foothold;  that  it  waa  only  in  the  places 
where  there  waa  the  Iron  Hand  of  repres- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  employer  used  upon 
the  workers  themselTes  that  thia  peouliarlr 
rcTolutionary  spirit  found  expression.  It 
found  expression  in  addition  to  the  man- 
ner I  haTe  atated,  in  the  philosophy  that  waa 
being  taught. 

They  announced  as  the  baais  of  their 
moTcment  the  philosophy  that  sTery  man 
is  entitled  to  the  full  social  Talue  of  what 
hia  labor  producee.  Now  that  philosophy  is 
purely  of  socialistic  origin.  It  had  its  first 
exponent  in  Marx.  It  la  alao  a  philosophy 
that  VTcry  indlTidualist  can  subicribe  to 
with  thoroughness  and  with  complete  ao- 
ceptance  of  the  principle.  Btcxt  man  is 
entitled  to  the  full  social  Talue  of  what  his 
labor  produces.  The  mat  difficulty  has 
been  that  human  intelligence  haa  not  yet 
deTised  a  method  by  which  we  can  compute 
what  the  social  Talue  is  of  anyone's  labor. 
No  one  «an  compute  the  Talue  of  your  labor; 
no  one  can  compute  the  Talue  of  my  labor; 
no  one  can  compute  the  Talue  of  the  labor 
that  has  been  performed  by  the  president 
of  this  organisation,  or  the  labor  that  waa 
perfomvad  by  the  man  with  a  pick  and 
shOTel  in  the  ditch.  Our  intelligence  haa  not 
yet  dcTised  a  method  by  which  we  can 
compute  it,  and  ao,  in  the  years  gone  by, 
we  naye  endeaTored  to  make  the  computa- 
tion by  one  of  three  processes:  By  the  proc- 
ess of  the  employer  using  his  economic 
power  to  arbitrarily  fix  the  compenaation  of 
the  wortoars;  by  the  process  of  the  worker 
using  his  coUectiTc  power,  arbitrarily  fix- 
ing the  compensation  and  imposing  it  upon 
the  employer,  and  by  the  process  of  nego- 
titiaon. 

It  Is  the  process  of  negotiation  that  the 
American  labor  moTcment  has  insisted  upon 
for  the  bringing  of  the  different  elements 
together  and  endeaToring  to  work  the  prob- 
lems out  on  as  equitable  a  basis  as  the  cir- 
cumstances will  permit.  But  there  is  a  wide 
misapprehension  of  the  scope  of  the  labor 
moTement  of  our  country.  There  are  those 
who  assume  that  the  negotiations  that  the 
American    labor    moToment    aeeks    with   the 
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employen  only  inToWe  eoniiderstion  of  tho 
qneition  of  wsces,  or  the  hour*  of  labor.' 
But  the  negotiationi  that  th»  American  wage- 
workers,  the  labor  moTement  of  America, 
■tand  for,  include  in  their  ■coi>e  erery  in- 
dustrial aetiTity  that  affects  the  mental,  the 
material  or  t»a  spiritual  welfare  of  man- 
kind. 

They  laid  down  as  the  second  step  in 
their  philosophy  that  prope^y  is  only  Talu- 
able  in  so  far  as  profits  can  be  secured  from 
the  property,  that  if  you  eliminate  the  profits 


the   property  will   become   yalueless   and   no     ^iitled  to  reeei 
one  will  want  to  retain  it;  and  that,  ao  far   ^    IHoseiy  alii* 


their  generation  in  these  modem  times, 
with  labor  realising  its  importance  in  tlw 
defense  of  the  country  and  the  maintenance 
of  the  country,  instead  of  aoWing  the  prob- 
lem by  the  use  of  the  economic  power  on 
the  part  of  the  employer,  imposing  his  will 
upon  the  worker,  or  the  use  of  oollectiye 
power  on  tb*a  part  of  the  employees  imposing 
their  will  upon  the  employers,  they  will  sit 
around  the  council  table  and  ^ndearor  to 
work  out  the  problem  on  a  democratic  basis 
that  will  secure  to  each  all  that  ho  is  <an- 


as 

ing 

property 

then  no  < 

possession 

Then 

minds  ol „ ._       _    

ists  of  this  country  that  I  hare  come  in  eon- 
tact  with,  was  the  poison  in  their  whoKa 
I^losophy.     They  said  that  the  way  to  de- 


.   allied  to  the  work  of 

,    the   past   yuar,    at    least,    there    has 

more    or   less    Bolsheyist    agitation    in 

United  States.     It  has  not  been  to  any 

extent    prevalent    amongst    the    naal 

s    of    the    country.      It    has    existed 

principally  amongst  the  * 'parlor  coal-dig- 
gers" of  our  greater  cities.  I  hare  no  fear 
of  a  political  FBTolution  in  the  United  States. 
It  may  be  possible  that  these  "parlorites" 
may  misguide  a  sufficient  number  of  labor- 


stroy  the  ralue  of  the  property  was  to  strike       ing   men'  to    cause    local    disturbances    that 
upon  the  job^ that  is,  to  '^soldier' '  as  we  say       will  be  annoying,  but  no  one  in  the  ranks  of 


here  in  the  East,  to  produce  a  stint,  as  tiray 
say  in  Oreat  Britain,  to  put  sand  on  the 
bearings,  to  break  the  machinery,  to  reduoo 
production  and  to  reduce  the  amount  of  re- 
turns from  labor  to  as  small  a  point  as  pos- 
sible and  enable  the  worker  to  retain  his 
Job,  then  in  this  way  the  profits  would  be 
destroyed,  the  yalue  would  be  eliminated,  the 
owner  would  no  longer  desire  to  retain  thu 
property  and  it  could  be  taken  OTer  by  the 
workers,  operated  collectively,  and  the  work- 
ers mcure  the  full  social  ralue  of  what 
their  labor  produced. 

Whaterer  there  may  be  of  value  in  the 
eollectiTe  ownership  and  operation  of  prop- 
erty there  is  at  Keast  no  value  whatsoever 
in  that  method  of  bringing  it  about. 

All  we  had  to  do  amongst  those  workers 
in  the  Middle  West  was  to  point  to  the  his- 
torical fact  that  prior  to  the  rebirth  of  the 
inventive  genius  of  man,  prior  to  th»  build- 
ing up  of  our  modem  factory  system  with 
its  wonderful  processed  of  machinery,  when 
evreything  that  was  produced  was  produced 
by  hand,  there  was  a  much  smaller  produc- 
tion jyer  individual  than  could  possibly  re- 
sult urom  any  system  of  sabotage  that  could 
now  be  introduced;  and  yet  in  those  days 
there  were  still  profits  for  the  employers  and 
there  was  still  value  to  the  property.  What 
did  result  was  a  very  much  lower  standard 
of  living  for  the  workers,  and  the  only 
thing  that  would  result  from  such  a  scheme 
now  would  be  a  lower  standard  of  living 
for  the  wage-worbars  of  the  present,  and 
our  wage-workers  are  not  going  to  stand 
for  any  system  that  will  lower  their  stand- 
ards ox  living. 

The  employers  and  the  employees  have  a 
mutual  intei^st  in  securing  the  largest  pos- 
sible production  with  a  given  amount  of 
labor,  having  due  re^rd  to  the  health,  the 
safety,  the  opportunities  for  rest,  recrea- 
tion and  improvement  of  the  workers.  These 
being  saftguarded,  the  larger  the  amount 
that  is  produced,  the  larger  will  be  the 
amount  that  there  is  to  provide.  If  thure 
is  nothing  produced,  there  will  be  nothing 
to  divide^  if  there  is  a  large  amount  pro- 
duced, there  will  be  a  large  amount  to  di- 
vide. Tfa»ir  interests  diverge  only  when  it 
comes  to  a  division  of  what  has  been  mu- 
tually   produced,    and    if    they    are   wise    in 


labor,  whether  he  is  claarod  as  an  extreme 
radical  or  an  extreme  conservative,  or  any 
of  the  elements  between  these  two,  will  stand 
for  Bolslravism  for  a  minute  when  he  knows 
What  Bolshevism  itself  stands  for. 

They  talk  a  great  deal  about  the  dictator- 
ship of  the  proletariat.  We  who  have  been 
more  or  less  familiar  with  the  theories  that 
have  been  promulgated  by  Marx  and  his 
assertion  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  prole- 
tariat had  interpreted  the  term  to  muan 
that  a  majority  of  the  workers  of  the  land 
would  determine  the  policy  of  it  and  impoae 
it  upon  the  balance  of  our  people.  And  our 
worlrars  were  not  willing  to  accept  even  that 
kind  of  a  principle.  They  realised  the  many 
centuries  of  struggle  there  had  been  to  se- 
cure the  franchise  on  the  part  of  thd  work- 
ers in  the  face  of  the  claims  that  had  been 
made  that  they  had  no  property  to  be  tnxed, 
and  having  no  property  to  be  \%Tdd  thty 
should  have  no  voice  in  imposing  the  taxes, 
and  further,  that  they  had  not  developed 
enough,  that  they  had  not  sufficient  intelli- 
gence to  be  permitted  to  participate  in  the 
affairs  of  state.  During  all  the  centuries 
there  has  been  a  struggle  to  remedy  the 
wrong,  and  the  basis  of  that  struggle,  the 
basis  of  the  contention  of  th»  workers  has 
been  that  every  person  who  has  to  obey 
the  laws  of  a  country  ought  to  have  a  voice 
in  determining  what  those  laws  should  be. 
Having  fought  all  through  the  centuries  for 
the  accomplishment  of  that  ideal,  having  ac- 
complished this  purpose,  the  American  work- 
ingman  was  not  disposed  to  impose  the 
same  kind  of  a  disfranchisement  upon  other 
portions  of  the  people  that  he  did  not  want 
imposed  upon  himself. 

'  The  Bolshevists  did  not  even  take  that  in- 
terpretation of  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
jletariat  as  their  guide  in  the  countries  wbare 
they  are  Just  now  supreme.  In  his  long 
[speech  before  The  National  Soviet  at  Mos- 
[cow  a  little  more  than  a  y«ar  ago,  Lenine 
I  laid  down  the  principle  that  the  dictatorship 
[of  the  proletariat  meant  the  dictatorship  of 
la  self'Selected,  so-called  "advance  guara;" 
that  the  proletariat  himvelf  was  not  to  be 
trusted  because  he  would  waver,  and  that 
Hhis  self-selected  advance  guard  would  im- 
ipose  its  will  upon  the  workers  and  the  others 
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most   obdy.    and   in   that   obedience   was   in- 
cluded obligatory  labor. 

From  the  time  that  Moses  led  the  Israelites 
out  of  bondage  in  Egypt  until  Lincoln  is- 
aned  the  Emancipation  'Proclamation,  the 
straggle  of  the  masses  has  been  to  |^t  away 
from  slayery,  to  get  away  from  com]pul80i7 
labor,  and  yet  it  is  proposed  by  this  new 
form  of  government  to  re-introduce  oblink 
tory  labor  upon  the  workers  of  the  world, 
impoved  upon  them  by  a  small  group  of  the 
' 'parlorites* '  of  Russia.  The  great  distine- 
tion  between  slayeiy  and  freedom  is  that  nn- 
der  froedojp  eveiy  man  shall  have  the  right 
to  cease  wozk  for  any  reason  that  magr  be 
snAcient  to  himself. 

We  haye  protested  to  the  extent  of  sacri- 
ficing our  blood  and  our  treasui^  against 
the  military  autocracy  of  Germany  and  yet 
the  military  autocracy  of  Germany  y^tM  built 
upon  the  self-same  idea,  that  the  Kaiser  and 
his  group  of  advisers  knew  better  what  the 
workingman  desired,  what  hu  needed  and 
what  was  good  for  him  than  the  workers 
knew  themselyes,  and  this  new  group  is  set- 
ting itself  up  as  the  advance  guard,  taking 
exactly  the  ssme  position  that  they  know 
better  what  is  good  for  the  workers  than  the 
workers  know  themselves,  and  that  one  of 
the  things  that  is  good  for  them  is  that  they 
must  bd  compelled  to  labor  at  any  price  that 
the  advance  guard  may  say,  at  any  kind  of 
work  they  may  determin*a,  for  any  number 
of  hours  the  advance  guard  may  decide  upon, 
and  the  powers  of  government  are  to  be  used 
to  enforce  that  wtll.     That  is  their  policy. 

Tlva  American  workingman  wants  nothini, 
of  that  kind  of  dictatorship  of  the  prole- 
tariat. The  American  workingman  wantf 
nothing  of  that  kind  of  obligatory  labor. 
The  American  workingman  wants  nothing  of 
the  i>olitical,  social  or  economic  conditions 
that  have  existed  and  still  exist  in  Russia. 
We  have  worked  out  our  destiny  far  beyond 
that  stai^,  and  we  are  going  to  continue  to 
work  it  out  to  the  achievement  of  higher 
ideals,  not  by  the  will  of  an  advance  guard, 
no  matter  how  right  or  just  their  position 
may  be,  but  by  the  will  of  the  majority  tiiem- 
selves. 

The  U9a  of  force,  as  some  of  these  people  ^ 
are  advocating,  for  the  overthrow  of  our  in- 
stitutions, we  will  not  tolerate.  Why,  my 
friends,  our  institutions  have  been  vntil  re- 
cently the  most  completely  democratic  insti- 
tutions in  the  world,  and  tc  is  only  recently 
that  Great  Britain  has  come  up  shoulder  to 
shoulder  with  us.  Our  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, whifra  it  declared,  as  I  have  stated, 
that  governments  derive  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  did  not 
give  to  all  of  the  people  a  voice  in  the  af- 
fairs of  state.  The  adoption  of  our  Con- 
stitution did  not  give  that  right,  that 
privilege.  It  was  not  until  after  sixty  or 
seventy  years  of  struggle  thst  there  came 
to  the  workers  of  our  country  practically 
universal  manhood  suffrage  and  every  ele- 
ment in  our  country  had  at  least  the  right 
to  a  voice  in  determining  how  the  affairs  of 
state  should  be  conducted. 

In  Eastern  Europe  they  had  not  reached 
that  stage  of  development.  The  workers 
were  not  permitted  to  have  a  voice  in  de- 
termining the  affairs.  The  only  method  by 
which  they  could  bring  about  change  was 
by  the  use  of  force.  Force  over  there  and 
force  here  are  two  different  propositions. 
The  nse  of  force  to  overthrow  an  autocracy 


may  be  the  highest  kind  of  patiiotlni.  But 
the  use  of  force  to  overthrow  a  democraoy 
is  treason  to  the  masses  of  the  people.  We 
are  proceeding  by  evolution,  not  by  revolu- 
tion. We  have  the  power  of  the  ballot  to 
remedy  our  grievances.  If  we  fail  to  use 
the  ballot  rightly  the  fault  is  our  own.  And 
those  of  us  who  cannot  be  depended  upon 
to  vote  right  cannot  be  depended  upon  to 
shoot  right.  And,  may  I  add  that  in  mak- 
ing that  statement  I  am  not  advocating  either 
the  attachment  to  any  i>olitical  party  or  the 
creation  of  any  new  political  party.  Our 
conditions  here  are  very  much  different  from 
the  conditions  on  the  other  side  of  the 
ocean.  Over  thexe  there  is  a  snug  little  isl- 
and. The  great  majority  of  their  people  are 
engaged  in  industrial  and  commercial  pur- 
suits. A  separate  party  over  there  can, 
without  having  an  accession  from  the  in- 
tellectuals, become  a  majority  party.  That 
is  not  the  case  in  our  country.  There  are 
just  as  many  people  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  pursuits  that  do  not  lend  them- 
selves to  organisations,  as  there  are  engaged 
in  industrial  pursuits,  and  even  if  we  were 
able  to  solidify  all  of  the  wage-workers  of  the 
country  in  a  common  mass,  as  the  others 
would  solidify  against  us,  we  could  not  be- 
come a  majority  party,  and  any  progress  we 
might  attempt  to  make  would  be  retarded  as 
a  result  of  the  partisan  feeling  that  would 
be  engeiyiered  by  virtue  of  these  contests. 
And  so  we  are  in  a  position  where  we  can, 
if  we  will,  organize  a  separate  party,  or 
we  can  pursue  the  policy  that  has  been 
pursued  successfully  so  far,  and  that  is  to 
throw  the  weight  of  our  support,  of  our  in- 
fluence, to  the  individuals  or  to  the  parties 
that,  for  the  time  bising,  are  willing  to  go 
along  with  our  program. 

May  I,  also,  Mr.  President,  take  this  op- 
portunity of  giving  a  word  of  advice  in  con- 
nection with  another  situation  that  has  been 
tense  throughout  the  country?  The  advice 
is  given  freely,  honestly  and  earnestly.  You 
may  accept  it  or  leave  it  as  your  own  judg- 
ment tells  you  is  best.  I  have  been  very 
much  interested  in  the  Mooney  case.  I  was 
reqcested  by  the  President  when  his  Com- 
mission went  west,  to  look  into  the  Mooney 
case  and  report  to  him.  We  looked  into  the 
Mooney  case  and  in  doing  so  we  came  to 
this  conclusion :  That  so  far  as  the  jury  was 
concerned  that  passed  upon  the  evidence 
presented  to  it,  it  could  have  come  to  no 
other  conclusion  under  its  sworn  duty  than 
to  convict  Mooney;  that  so  far  as  the  judge 
was  concerned  who  tried  the  case,  he  tried 
It  with  absolute  fairness.  But  there  were 
some  things  existing  in  addition  to  that.  At 
the  time  of  the  trial  certain  evidence  had 
been  given  by  certain  individuals  relative  to 
the  supposed  activities  of  Mooney.  It  aft- 
erwards developed  that  one  of  the  principal 
witnesses  had  written  to  a  friend  of  his  in 
Illinois  asking  him  to  come  to  San  Francisco 
and  be  prepared  to  testify  that  he  had  seen 
Oxman  the  witness,  at  a  given  point  at  a 
given  time  so  as  to  testify  to  the  possibility 
of  Oxman's  being  at  the  point  where  he 
claimed  to  have  secured  the  evidemse.  The 
commission  was  of  the  opinion  that  in  view 
of  that  change  in  the  evfdence.  and  in  view 
of  other  changes  that  had  taken  place  in  the 
evidence  from  the  date  of  trfil.  Mooney 
ought  to  be  given  a  new  trial,  and  his  inno- 
cence or  ruilt  decided  upon  the  evidence  m 
U  existed  when  this  new  evidence  was  pij- 
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At  that  time  I  had  no  fixed  oplnlone  w 
to  eithw  the  guilt  or  the  inoncence  of  Moo- 
ney.  With  me  it  was  not  a  queatlon  ol 
whether  Mooney  was  guilty  or  was  ijinocent. 
but  a  question  of  securing  a  fair  tnal  for 
him  under  the  existing  circumstances.  BTery 
effort  that  the  National  Administration  was 
abltt  to  put  forth  was  put  forth  for  the  pui* 
pose  of  trying  to  secure  that  new  trial,  and 
we  are  not  through  with  it  yet.  We  are 
still  working  on  it.  ,.,.**     *.^« 

But  that  is  not  the  phase  of  the  situation 
that  I  particularly  wanted  to  advise  you 
about.  I  am  simply  statine  these  facts  as 
preliminary  to  what  is  to  follow.  There  has 
been  carried  on  throughout  the  country  a 
nation-wide  agitation  for  a  universal  strike 
M  a'  protest  against  the  conviction  of 
Mooney.  My  friends,  do  you  walixe  just 
what  that  action  means  to  the  masses  of  the 
people?  Do  you  understand  fully — ^most  px 
you  do — the  struggle  that  has  taken  place  In 
order  that  trials  may  take  place  by  jury 
where  people  are  accused,  with  the  accused 
having  the  opportunity  of  meeting  the  wit- 
nesses and  the  jury  face  to  face,  and  the 
jury  having  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
manner  in  which  the  witnesses  giw  their 
testimony?  That  change,  the  establishment 
of  the  iury  system,  was  not  brought  about 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  monarch  or 
protecting  the  nobility,  ft  has  not  bwen 
principally  essential  for  the  protection  of 
men  of  great  wealth;  they  have  usually  been 
in  a  position  to  protect  themselves.  Thw 
jury  system  was  brought  into  existence  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  poor  fellows  like 
you  and  me  from  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  other  fellow. 

It  may  occasionally  miscarry;  occationally 
an  injustice  or  a  wrong  may  be  done,  but 
in   the  great  bulk  of  cases  justice  is  meted 
out  through  the   jury   systwm.     Neither  you 
nor  I  nor  anyone  in  the  labor  movement,  no 
one  who  belongs  to  the  great  masses  of  our 
people,     can     afford    to    undertake     to     *ry 
Mooney  by  the  process  of  a  strikw.     If  he 
is  to  be  tried  he  should  be  tried  by  a  jury 
that   can   meet   him   face   to    face   and   meet 
the  witnesses   faoa   to   face  and   be   able  to 
digest  the  evidence  as  it  comes  out,  bit  by 
bit.    Very  few  of  us  have  had  an  opportunity 
of    examining   the    evidence    in    the    Mooney 
case,    very   few   of  us   know   anything  more 
about    the    Mooney    case    than    simply    that 
which  is  connected  with  Oxman,  one  of  the 
principal   witnesses,   and   yet  it   is   proposed 
that     every     workingman     in     the     country, 
whether   he   has   Information   concerning  the 
Mooney  case  or  not,  shall  become  a  juror  in 
this  case,  and  at  the  same  time  that  he  be- 
comes  a  juror,   shall  enter  into  a   strike  to 
bring  about  a  decision.     What  influence  will 
it  have?     The  man  who  under  our  laws  can 
pardon  him  or  liberate   him   from  prison  is 
not  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  voters   of 
any  other  part  of  the  country  than  that  of 
California.      And    I    do   not   know  but   that, 
even  though  there  may  be  a  miscarriage  of 
justice  occasionally,  it  Is  a  wise  thing  that 
that  is  the  case.     The   further  you  get  the 
responsible   officers    removed    from   the   elec- 
torate,  the  less  influence  the  electorate  has 
with  those  responsible  officers,  and  while  tne 
responsible  officers  may  occasionally  pursue  a 
course  that   is  not  acceptable  to   the  multi- 
tude, it  is  better  that  they  should  be  close  to 
the  multitude,    close  to   the  electorate,   than 
that  they  should  be  far  removed,  as  would  be 


the  ease  if  the  responsibility  rasted  with  the 
Federal  official  instead  of  with  the  state  or 
local  official. 

My  friends,  we  in  this  country  have  been 
moving  on  by  the  evolutionary  processes, 
taking  hold  of  the  problems  that  confront 
us,  holding  fast  to  that  which  experience 
demonstrates  to  be  good,  letting  loose  of 
those  things  which  experience  demonstrated 
to  be  bad.  It  is  the  safest  method,  the 
surest  method.  Revolutionary  processes  may 
move  us  forward  rapidly  for  a  brief  period. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  chances  are  that 
when  a  revolution  takes  place  no  one  will 
be  able  to  determine  where  it  will  end.  That 
has  been  true  of  nearly  all  the  revolutions 
of  the  world,  and  the  policy  that  has  been 
pursued  by  the  American  labor  movement  of 
going  forward  by  evolutionary  processes, 
making  sure  of  each  foothold  with  every 
step  that  it  takes,  so  that  there  will  be  no 
step  backward,  is  the  surest  and  best  proc- 
ess for  the  achievement  of  the  highest  ideals 
of  mankind.     I  thank  you. 

President  Gompers:  The  chair  desires  to 
say  just  a  word  of  comment  in  connection 
with  the  thouffhtful  and  masterly  address 
of  the  Secretary  of  Labor.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  I  should  comment  upon  it;  you 
have  manifested  your  appreciation.  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  from  the  first 
year  of  its  existence,  when  organised  in  1881, 
declared  that  we  desired  to  have  a  Depart* 
ment  of  Labor  in  the  federal  government. 
After  a  while  a  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
was  created,  independent  of  any  other  gov- 
ernmental department.  It  made  its  inves- 
tigations independently  of  any  other  govern- 
mental department  and  its  reports  direct. 
There  came  about  a  change  in  which  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor  was  ef- 
fected, and  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
was  submerged  and  lost  its  identity.  After 
several  years  of  further  effort  we  finally 
secured  Congressional  action  which  divorced 
that  department  so  that  two  new  depart- 
ments were  created  instead  of  one — one  the 
Department  of  Commerce  and  the  other  the 
Department  of  Labor.  The  first  to  occupy 
the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  Labor  was  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
addressed  us.  Mr.  William  B.   Wilson. 

It  is  not  to  review  these  few  fkcts  that 
I  have  arisen  to  ask  your  Indulgence  to  hear 
me.  but  to  state  a  situation  which  must 
command  our  attention.  Somehow  or  other 
in  the  minds  of  some  of  our  representatives 
and  Senators  In  Congress,  there  is  a  notion 
that  there  must  not  be  a  Department  of 
Labor  exercising  functions  in  the  interest 
of  the  working  masses  of  our  country;  and 
it  has  been  one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks 
to  get  anything  like  a  decent  appropriation 
from  Congress  for  the  Department..  It 
seems  as  though  there  has  been  a  policy 
pursued  to  starve  the  Department  of  Labor 
either  out  of  existence  or  into  such  a  state 

of    weakness    that    its    functions    will    be   of 
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Outside  of  the  mobilisation  of  the  men  to 
be  drilled  and  trained  and  developed,  out- 
side of  the  departments  whieb  famished 
the  materials  and  the  resoorees.  no  depart- 
ment of  soyemment  ffave  more  real  servieo 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  and  the  win- 
ning of  the  war  than  did  the  Department  of 
Labor.  As  a  result  of  this  war  in  which  mil- 
itarism was  defeated  by  the  yeomanry  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  the  allied 
countries,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  direction  of  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
the  world  will  be  diverted  from  military  per^ 
fection  to  industrial  and  humane  conditions. 
As  a  result  of  the  peace  treaty  and  the 
Leaffue  of  Nations  and  the  international 
conferences  of  labor,  the  activities  and  the 
services  of  the  War  Department  and  our  Navy 
Department,  as  well  as  the  war  departments 
and  naval  establishments  of  the  world  will 
becomes  less  potent  year  after  year;  while 
on  the  other  hand,  the  work,  the  mission  of 
the  Department  of  Labor  in  collaborating 
with  the  organized  labor  movement  in  the 
functions  of  that  department  will  enter  into 
all  the  matters  of  our  everyday  lives. 

The  enabling  act  creating  th«  Department 
of  Labor  is  so  important  in  its  deolara- 
tions  that  it  would  be  well  worth  while  to 
have  them,  not  only  read  through  sometimes 
but  printed  and  kept  in  our  minds  for  all 
time  and  to  suit  all  occasions.  The  enabliiig 
act  creating  the  department  declares  that  it 
is  the  duty  of  that  department  to  work  for 
the  welfare  of  the  wage  earning  masses  of 
our  country.  And  there  is  no  limit  to  the 
ramifications  of  such  activities.  I  am  sure 
that  in  good  time,  as  the  result  of  the  re- 
ports made  to  you  by  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  this 
convention  will  declare  its  position  and  re- 
sent any  attempt  to  curb  or  weaken  or  des- 
troy the  Department  of  Labor. 

There  are  a  few  men  who,  no  matter  how 
the  world  will  develop,  how  the  mentality 
of  the  people  will  grow,  how  the  yearning 
for  freedom  and  justice  and  democracy  has 
grown  and  has  become  accentuated  and  ac- 
celerated as  a  result  of  the  war,  will  oppose 
progress.  A  delegate  yesterday  called  atten- 
tion to  the  attitude  of  mind  of  an  associa- 
tion of  employers  in  New  Jersey.  That  is 
not  an  isolated  ease— we  can  point  to  several 
such  cases.  I  think  we  are  justified  in  say- 
ing that  employers  generally  realize  the  new 
relations  which  are  coming  about.  I  am 
not  accustomed  to  use  man's  names  in  criti- 
cism of  principles,  but  I  cannot  help  men- 
tioning the  name  of  a  member  of  Congress 
who,  only  a  few  weeks  ago,  undertook  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  a  personal  attack  upon 
me.  I  could  do  nothing  but  answer  that 
the  man  knew  not  of  what  he  spoke.  I  re- 
fer  to   blatant,    bleating   Blanton.     As    time 


goes  on  either  he  will  be  converted,  or,  like 
another  Congressman  who  attempted  to  len- 
gthen the  hours  of  labor  of  the  workers  for 
the  government,  will  be  left  at  home. 

As  time  goes  on  the  value  of  tha  work 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  move- 
ment, of  the  bona  fide  labor  movement  of 
the  whole  world,  will  be  mor«  and  more  real- 
ized. The  constructive  worlc  of  creating  a 
better  public  opinion,  because  we  shall  con- 
stitute largely  the  public  opinion  of  our  re- 
spective countries,  will  go  on,  it  must  go  on 
if  civilized  society  can  be  expected  to  con- 
tinue. And  we  are  under  obligations  to  tiie 
Secretary  of  Labor,*  the  man  who  never  has 
failed,  notwithstanding  his  great  responsib- 
ility, as  he  has  declared  this  afternoon  fn 
addressing  us  as  his  fellow  trade  unionists. 
I  think  that  one  of  the  things  against  which 
the  criticisms  of  him  have  been  leveled  is 
because  he  has  refused  to  deny  or  repudiate, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  has  asserted  that  not- 
withstanding any  position  in  life  in  which 
he  may  be  placed,  he  is  still,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be,  a  thorough  trade  unionist. 

I  cannot  fail  to  express  to  the  thoughts 
I  have  and  the  appreciation  I  know  you 
and  I  feel  jointly  toward  Bill  Wilson,  the 
man,  and   the  Secretary  of  Labor. 

A  number  of  soldier  and  sailor  boys  have 
organized  a  local  body  here  and  have  adopt- 
ed a  series  of  laws  and  declarations.  Three 
of  the  boys  have  made  application  in  behalf 
of  those  they  represent,  to  make  brief  ad- 
dresses to  this  convention  to  show  the  pur- 
pose they  have  in  mind.  If  there  is  no  ob- 
jection they  will  be  heard.  There  appearing 
none,  it  is  so  ordered. 

President  Gompers  introduced  to  the  con- 
vention Mr.  Alfred  Levitt  of  New  York, 
Mr.  Nathan  Fine  of  Chicago,  Mr.  Ralph 
Tropp  of  New  York. 

ADDRBSS  OF  MR.  ALFRED  LEVITT 
Reprosenting  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Mazlnes 
Protective  Association 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  this  con- 
vention: In  the  name  of  the  Soldiers,  Sailors 
and  Marines  Protective  Association  I  wish 
to  thank  you  for  the  rare  opportunity  ex- 
tended to  me  at  this  juncture  to  take  coun- 
sel with  you  men  of  accumulated  wisdom 
and  power.  There  are  two  bodies  in  the 
United  States  upon  which  the  eyes  of  all 
the  service  men  are  cast,  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  at  Washington.  D.  C, 
and  the  Congress  of  the  American  labor  at 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J.  You  will  all  agree  with 
me,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  had  it  not 
been  for  these  two  bodies  of  great  men 
supplying  money  and  the  necessary  morale 
to  us,  German  militarism  and  mediaeval 
autocracy  would  have  triumphed.  And,  fur- 
thermore, the  abyss  into  which  these  relics 
of  the  old  world  have  fallen  was  excavated 
by  the  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines,  in  con- 
junction with  organised  labor.  And  it  is 
because  of  that  we  come  to  you  once 
again  for  further  consultation  on  matters 
of  vital  importance  to  the  soldier,  sailor, 
and  marine,  and  to  organised  labor. 
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With  the  siffninff  of  the  armistice  on 
November  11»  1918,  four  million  men  be- 
came potential  job-seekers.  Our  country 
was  and  is  unprepared  for  the  problems 
arising  from  the  necessity  of  placing  again 
in  industry  the  men  withdrawn  by  the  w^r* 
Every  city,  town  and  village  in  the  United 
States  was  full  of  men  in  uniform  who  are 
eagerly  looking  for  jobs.  And.  to  their 
sorrow,  jobs  were  not  to  be  found.  In  many 
instances  men  who  fought  for  democracy  on 
the  other  side  were  reduced  to  a  state  where 
they  were  compelled  to  retail  their  heroic 
achivements  for  a  livelihood.  The  jobs 
that  were  open  to  us  were  either  cheap  or 
scab  jobs,  and  that  is  what  we  object  to. 
We  believe  that  men  who  helped  to  preserve 
the  institutions  you  cherish  in  the  United 
States  deserve  better  treatment  at  the  han  Is 
of  our  fellow  citizens. 

Employers  of  labor  who  had  long  sought 
an  opportunity  to  break  down  the  safeguards 
which  had  been  built  up  by  ceaseless  and 
sacrificing  toil  grasped  the  occasion  to  at- 
tempt to  put  over  their  open-shop  program. 
Where  strikes  occurred  men  in  uniform 
were  hired  at  attractive  wages  to  "learn 
a  trade;"  all  sorts  of  alluring  promises  were 
made,  and  through  misrepresentation  these 
men  were  to  be  used  to  break  down  the 
standards    already   established   by    you   men. 

We  come  here  to  you,  not  because  we 
demand  too  much,  but  because  we  under- 
stand that  you  as  a  body  have  the  power 
to  impress  upon  Congress  that,  first  of  all, 
we  deserve  $860,  a  year's  pay,  so  that  we 
can  tide  ourselves  over  the  slack  period 
and  thus  maintain  the  standards  of  liveli- 
hood, instead  of  breaking  them  down.  We 
deserve  a  year's  pay.  At  the  present  time 
we  are  getting  only  $60,  and  $60  is  suffi- 
cient only  to  buy  a  civilian  suit  of  clothes, 
a  pair  of  shoes,  a  cup  of  coffee  and  a 
doughnut. 

We  also  would  like  to  see  Congress  inau- 
gurate a  program  of  reconstruction  whereby 
every  man  will  be  able  legitimately  to  pro- 
cure a  position  and  thus  maintain  the 
American  standard  of  living.  We  want  to 
see  public  buildings  constructed,  so  that 
men  will  not  be  compelled  to  walk  the 
streets  looking  for  a  livelihood.  We  be- 
lieve that  if  we  have  a  shorter  work  day 
the  soldier  wiU  not  have  to  worry  about  the 
job;  that  if  we  have  six  hours  a  day  to 
work  every  soldier  will  be  able  to  get  a  job. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  attention  and 
also  for  the  honor  given  me  by  your  Presi- 
dent. I  think  our  appeal  will  not  be  in 
vain.  When  we  leave  this  hall  this  after- 
noon I  feel  sure  that  every  man  will  leave 
with  the  Impression  that  we  boys,  who 
have  really  wiped  out  German  militarism  and 
militarism  of  every  kind,  deserve  the  treat- 
ment of  boys  who  are  willing  to  uphold 
the  standards  of  America. 

ADDRESS   OF  MR.   NATHAN  FINE 

If  I  may  make  just  one  personal  reference 
before  beginning  the  very  brief  set  of  re- 
marks I  have  to  make,  I  want  to  say  that 
I  happen  to  be  one  of  those  fortunate  ones 
who  in  studying  American  history  started 
with  the  labor  movement  and  read  every 
copy  of  The  American  Federationist  lince 
it  was  started  and  every  set  of  proceedings 
since  1881.  I  did  that,  although  I  am  very 
young  and  attending  one  of  your  conven- 
tions   for    the    first    time.      I    suggest   that 


these  things  be  incorporated  as  a  set  of 
exercises  in  American  history. 

Mr.  Fine  read  the  following  prepared 
statement: 

In  the  name  of  the  organixation  which  has 
sent  the  three  of  us  to  your  convention, 
the  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Marines'  Protec- 
tive Association,  we  wish  to  thank  you  for 
this  rare  opportunity  to  take  counsel  with 
you,  the  chosen  representatives  of  the 
American  labor  movement.  It  would  indeed 
be  strange  that  you,  who  were  behind  the 
boys  in  war  time  should  desert  them  in 
peace  time,  when  they  need  the  benefit  of 
your  strength  and  wisdom.  In  the  recon- 
struction program  of  the  Executive  Council, 
contained  in  their  report  to  you,  there  is, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  ample  evidence  that  the 
interests  of  the  returning  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors have  not  been  overlooked.  The  matter 
has  been  so  satisfactorily  handled  that  we 
need  do  little  more  than  call  your  attention 
to  certain  portions  of  that  program,  and 
bring  home  their  significance  for  ex-service 
men  and  wage  earners  generally. 

In  twenty  or  more  cities  and  towBs,  re- 
turning soldiers  and  sailors  have  organized 
themselves.  The  movement  has  been  as 
spontaneous  as  it  has  been  widespread.  And 
the  form  and  objects  of  organization  have 
been  with  slight  differences,  everywhere 
the  same.  What  were  these  conditions 
which  caused  these  organizations  of  ex- 
service  men  to  spring  up  7 

You  are  too  well  acquainted  with  the  evils 
of  our  industrial  life  in  some  of  its  aspects. 
One  of  these,  perhaps  one  of  the  worst, 
fkced  the  soldier,  as  he  was  discharged 
from  the  army.  And  a  number  of  the  boys 
got  a  larger  swallow  of  unemployment  than 
they  could  stomach  agreeably. 

Old  jobs  were  in  frequent  instances  gone, 
trades  had  shifted.  Former  employers  had 
in  many  cases  no  contracts  and  therefore 
no  jobs.  The  boys  themselves  were  not  all 
able  to  take  work  at  their  old  line,  and 
business  conditions  generally  were  not  most 
prosperous.  Just  after  the  signing  of  the 
armistice  in  November,  Congress  had  not 
even  passed  the  $60  bonus  bilL  The  situa- 
tion was  such  that  canteens  were  supply, 
mg  meals  and  beds  to  the  ex-service  men, 
.free  of  charge.  The  demand,  however,  ao 
far  exceeded  the  supply  in  a  short  time, 
that  these  charitable  institutions  began 
charging  for  their  services.  And  it  is  a 
fact  that  some  of  the  boys  had  to  resort 
«o  the  sale  of  buttons,  flags,  cheap  books, 
and  what  not,  in  a  canvas  from  house  to 
house,  or  on  the  public  streets  of  our  cities, 
u*Vi°f  ti"**^*,  ^^  nothing  for  a  quarter  or 
half-dollar.  In  reality  only  peddling  their 
heroic  achievements  and  making  known 
their  destitution. 

Wherever  temporary  jobs  could  be  se- 
cured the  boys  took  them.  They  were  under 
pressure  to  accept  any  kind  of  a  job  at  any 
rate  of  wages  and  under  any  conditions  to 
tide  them  over.  Instead  of  being  trained  in 
the  habits  of  industry,  instead  of  getting 
the  opportunity  to  fit  once  more  into  the 
ways  of  civil  and  natural  life,  these  boya 
were  forced  to  the  hardest  kind  of  work, 
that  of  looking  for  work.  And  many  were 
stranded  in  the  large  cities  without  home  or 
friends. 

Employers,  where  they  were  willing  to 
hire  ex-service  men,  in  many  cases,  realizing 
their     helpless      condition,     bargained     with 
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them  M  individuals,  and  yon  who  mr«  or- 
sranixed  know  what  kind  of  barirains  were 
made.  The  man  who  offered  himself  at  the 
lowest  rate,  a  starvation  rate,  secured  the 
job.  And  in  what  frame  of  mind  did  snch 
a  state  of  affairs  leave  the  self-respectinff 
former  soldier  or  sailor? 

The  same  man  who  was  beins  forced  to 
accept  $15  a  week,  with  war  prices  rasins. 
was  also  ased  as  a  strike-breaker.  When 
yon  went  out  on  strike  uniformed  men.  Just 
out  of  service,  were  beinir  attracted  to  take 
your  places  by  deceptive  hiffh  waves,  to 
learn  a  trade,  to  get  permanent  employment 
and  to  act  as  guards.  By  various  subter- 
fuges these  boys  were  being  drawn  into 
industry  to  act  the  part  of  common  scabs. 
The  necessitous  condition  of  the  boys  was 
fully  taken  advantage  of.  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  however,  that  it  was  the  exceptional 
ex-service  man  who  scabbed  on  the  workers. 
The  vast  overwhelming  majority  had  learned 
the  lesson  of  comradeship  and  team-work, 
and  had  too  keen  a  realization  of  the  vital 
significance  of  union  labor's  chief  weapon, 
the  strike.  They  were  workers  themselves 
and  felt  a  sense  of  common  interest.  But. 
so  long  as  the  boys  are  out  of  work  the 
danger  of  their  being  used  as  strike-breakers 
remains. 

It  is  true  that  federal  employment  bu- 
reaus, the  trade  union  bodies,  the  civic  or- 
ganizations and  charitable  bodies  were  doing 
what  they  could  to  place  the  boys.  Even 
legislation  by  state  legislatures  and  Con- 
gress was  being  considered.  But.  regardless 
of  this,  the  condition  of  affairs  was  chang- 
ing but  slightly  and  slowly.  The  boys  felt 
that  to  get  consideration  they  must  organ- 
ize themselves  for  themselves,  that  it  was 
their  task  to  speak  up  and  make  known  their 
needs  and  suggested  remedies,  and  so  as- 
sociations of  soldiers  and  sailors  were 
formed  as  a  result  of  this  state  of  unem- 
ployment. 

In  closest  sympathy  with  organized  labor, 
the  organizations  of  ex-service  men  took 
counsel  with  the  chiefs  of  labor  and  in  many 
cases  secured  credentials  from  central  bodies 
to  address  and  make  known  their  purposes 
before  their  constituent  unions.  Mass  meet- 
ings at  which  union  men  and  former  sol- 
diers and  sailors  attended  were  held.  Liter- 
ature was  distributed  emphasizing  the  plight 
of  the  former  soldier  and  sailor  and  stating 
the  way  out.  And  more  than  this,  wher- 
ever uniformed  men  were  being  used  as 
strike-breakers,  these  associations  used 
every  means  in  their  power  to  keep  their 
former  comrades  from  such  practices.  The 
organisations  of  soldiers  and  sailors  be- 
came one  extended  and  continuous  picket 
line. 

In  order  that  the  boys  might  all  get  work 
we  demand  first,  that  the  work  day  be 
shortened.  A  shorter  work  day  will  stimu- 
late all  branches  of  industry,  it  will  give 
more  men  an  opj>ortunity  to  find  employ- 
ment, it  will  give  more  recreation  to  those 
who  toil.  You  need  no  discussion  of  the 
principles  and  justice  of  the  shorter  work 
day.  Our  association  at  all  times  and  places 
emphasizes  the  necessity  of  reducing  the 
hours   to   give   work   to  the  returning   hoy%. 

Certainly,  until  the  boys  find  work,  they 
should  be  assisted  financially,  not  by  char- 
itable institutions,  but  by  the  government. 
And  in  order  that  the  boys  who  gave  their 
all  to  the  nation,  should  receive  a  little  to 
start  out  with,  or  to  tide  them  over  untO 


they  are  placed,  we  demand  that  Congress 
enact  a  law  giving  the  .boys  $tO  a  month 
for  twdve  months  or  $860.  This  would  be 
but  a  small  token,  of  gratitude  and  justice. 

Some  of  the  boys  could  be  assisted  in 
getting  located  by  the  cons  true  tioiv  of  publie 
works,  if  necessary.  It  has  been  deter- 
mined by  students  of  the  unemployment 
problem  that  if  the  governments  would  carry 
out  their  public  works  in  times  of  unem- 
ployment, that  alone  would  take  care  of 
a  good  percentage  of  those  without  work, 
^d  the  government  would  not  lose  a  single 
cent,  for  it  would  be  merely  doing  at  this 
time  what  it  would   have  to  do  at  another. 

On  page  49  of  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  there  is  well  summarized  the 
demand  for  assistance  by  the  federal  and 
state  employment  bureaus  in  the  paragraph: 

The  work  of  the  Soldiers.  Sailors  and 
Marines'  Protective  Associatidb  is  of  a 
propaganda  nature,  to  bring  honM  to  the 
government  and  the  public  the  needs  of  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  entering  civil  Ufe  once 
more. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ORGAN- 
IZATION 

Delegate  Colby.  Secretary  of  the  Committee, 
reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  187--By  Delegate  Benjamin 
Schiesinger.  Max  Gornstein.  Jacob  HeUen.  Al 
Laporta.  Israel  Feinberg  and  M.  Friedman,  of 
the  International  Ladies'  Garment  Workers' 
Union. 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  instructs 
its  Executive  Council  to  lend  its  support  to 
the  International  Ladies'  Garment  Workers' 
Union  in  its  efforts  to  introduet  collective  bar- 
gaining and  union  working  conditions  in  the 
cloak,  suit  and  skirt  industries  of  the  City  of 
CleveUnd.  Ohio. 

Your  Committee  recommends  eoneurrence 
in  the  resolution.  The  recommendation  of  tbe 
Committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  189— By  Delegates  Henry  B. 
Raisse.  of  the  Lorain  Central  Labor  Union, 
and  Edw.  J.  Evans,  of  the  International  Bro- 
therhood of  Electrical  Workers. 

RESOLVED.  That  this  89th  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  initiate  tbe 
proper  proceedings  looking  toward  the  forma- 
tion of  an  iron  and  stcd  workers'  department 
in  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  there  is  already  a 
Metal  Trades  Department  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  your  Commit- 
tee recommends  non-concurrence  in  this  reso- 
lution. 

Resolution  No.  145— By  Delegates  Henry  W. 
Raisse.  of  the  Lorain,  Ohio,  Central  Labor 
bnion. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  now  much  dissatisftio- 
tion  and  confusion  among  many  of  the  men 
employed  in  the  steel  mills  thru  not  being  in 
the  union  having  Jurisdiction  over  their,  work, 
by  having  been  placed  in  there  thru  no  mis- 
take of  their  own  or  by  having  had  to  seek 
another  line  of  work  after  joining;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we.  the  delegates  to  the 
89th  Annual  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.. 
ask  that  a  free  transfer  card  be  issued  to  men 
working  in  the  steel  industry  who  have  to 
transfer  from  one  union  to  another. 
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REPORT    OF    PROOBEDINOS 


This  is  »  mattor  that  comes  under  the  juns- 
dietioii  of  the  Iiitepii«ti*iua  Unions  alBUated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Lahor  over 
which  we  have  no  control. 

The  report  of  the  Cwnmittee  was  adopted. 

Raolntion  No.  162-By  Deler^te  Thos.  M. 
Gann.  of  the  Tenne«iee  Federation  of  Labor. 

^^^icR^"^The  policemen  in  various 
^tS?^2^irmS*  loSal  organluttions.  and 
^r^'^desl^^  of  becoming  a  p«jt  of  the  great 
^^^^EAsT'TC^^Sve^kid?  application  to 
th^A^  of  L  tor  charter;  ther^o«»-  he  it 
R^CMJvED.  That  this  convention  go  on 
.JSS?M    favoring    the    organization    of   tne 

thi.    wMlution,  when    »mended  by     •»»«"•"» 

tjational  A»»o«"^^5»^,^L  ciScinSti.  Ohio,  for 
Tthc  reason  that  tne  ^^"^         ^^^  been  prao- 

.eriSfn  Federation  of  ^iJ^^.^ee'^hr  the« 
SSS^'^Sr  d^^^nJS^r?  to  remedy  tne 
iSSSSSn  in  Ginsinnat,,   Ohio.  ,^.^„ 

Yonr   committee   concurs   in   this    ^™°"  . 
•n^  ^mmends  that     it  be  referred  to    the 
Executive  CouncU  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  carij 
out  if  the  funds  of  the  Federation  will  permit. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Ddegate  Deitelbanm.  of  Detroit,  suggested 
«s  an  amendment  that  the  words  "the  lives  of 
^itisens  and"  be  inserted  following  the  wot« 
^'danger/*  The  amendment  was  accepted  by 
•the  Committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the  Com- 
"mittee  was  carried  as  amended. 

The  Committee  amended  Resolution  No. 
"201  to  read  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  201— By  Delegates  John 
C  Owens.  Cleveland  Federation  of  Labor,  and 


'Henry  W.  Raisse,  Lorain  Central  Body.  In- 
troduced by  request  of  the  National  Commit- 
tee for  Organising  the  Iron  and  Steel 
Workers. 

WHEREAS,  Many  steel  corporations  anft 
other  industrial  institutions  have  instituted  in 
their  plants  systems  of  collective  bargaining 
skin  to  the  Rockefeller  plan;  and 

WHEREAS.  Extensive  experience  has 
shown  that  while  the  employers  are  busUy 
carrying  on  propaganda  lauding  these  com- 
pany unions  to  the  skies,  as  a  great  improve- 
ment over  trade  unions,  they  are  at  the  same 
time  just  as  actively  enforcing  a  serious  of 
vicious  practices  that  ham-string  such  or- 
ganizations and  render  them  useless  to  their 
emploras.  Of  these  practices  the  following 
are  a  few: 

1.  Unfair  Elections  and  Representation — 
The  first  essential  for  the  proper  working  of 
a  genuine  collective  bargaining  committee  is 
that  it  be  composed  entirely  as  the  organized 
workers   may   elect   and   altogether   free   from 

the  company's  influence.  Only  then  can  it  be 
truly  representative  of  the  men  and  respon- 
sive to  their  wishes.     Upon  such  committees. 

bosses,  representing  as  they  do  the  antagon- 
istic of  the  company,  are  so  much  poison.  Not 
only  is  it  impossible  for  them  personally  to 
represent  the  men.  but  they  also  negate  the 
influence  of  the  real  workers'  delegates.  Know- 

ing  this  very  well,  the  steel  compani^^8, 
through  campaigns  of  intimidation  and  elec- 
tion fraud,  load  their  company  union  com- 
mittees with  bosses,  usually  to  the  point  of  a 
majority.  So  baneful  Is  this  practice  that, 
were  the  company  unions  otherwise  perfect, 
it  alone  would  suffice  to  entirely  destroy  their 
usefulness  to  the  workers. 

2.  No  Democratic  Organisation  Permitted: 
It  is  common  knowledge  that,  in  order  for 
the  workers  to  arrive  at  a  uniform  under- 
standing through  the  systematization  and 
formulation  of  their  grievances  and  demandb, 
it  is  necessary  for  them  to  enjoy  and  prac- 
tice the  ri^ts  of  free  speech,  free  assembly 
and  free  association.  Th^  must  conduct  an 
elaborate  series  of  meetings  under  their  own 
control,  and  generally  carry  on  their  business 
in  a  democratic,  organized  way.  But  with  tbe 
company  union  system  this  is  impossible.  All 
independent  organization  and  meetings  are 
prohibited  on  pain  of  discharge.  Consequent- 
ly the  workers  are  kept  voiceless  and  desti- 
tute of  a  program.  They  are  deliberately 
held  down  to  the  status  of  a  mob.  Under 
such  circumstances,  intelligent,  aggressive  ac- 
tion by  them  is  out  of  the  question. 

8.  Intimidation  of  Committeemen— As  pan 
of  the  genera]  plan  to  keep  their  company 
unions  from  being  of  any  possible  service  to 
their  employes,  it  is  customary  for  the  com- 
panies to  summarily  discharge  committeemen 
who  dare  to  make  a  stand  In  behalf  of  the 
workers.  The  records  show  a  multitude  of 
sucheases.  Being  unorganized,  the  men  are 
poweriess  to  defend  their  representatives.  The 
natural  consequences  is  that  the  committee 
soon  degenerate  into  groups  of  men  supinely 
subservient  to  the  wishes  of  the  company  and 
deaf  to  those  of  the  workers. 

4.  Expert  Assistance  Prohibited— When 
dealing  with  their  employes  in  any  manner, 
employers  ^always  thoroughly  safeguaitl 
themselvM  by  enlisting  the  aid  of  the^very 
best  brains  procurable.  The  only  way  the 
workers  can  cope  with  this  array  of  experts 

S.hJ^'w  ^S  ^^  **'  experienced  Sb^ 
leaders,  but  under  the  company  union  system 
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his  is  impossible.  All  association  witu 
trade  union  oflleials  is  strictly  prohibited. 
The  company  reserves  to  itself  the  right  to 
expert  assistance.  As  a  result  the  green 
workers'  committee,  already  weakened  in  a 
dozen  ways  is  left  practically  hwlpless  before 
the  experts  upon  the  company's  side. 

6.  Company  Union  Lacks  Power— In  es- 
tablishing wages,  hours  and  working  condi- 
tions in  weir  plants,  employers  habitually  use 
their  great  economic  power  to  enforce  their 
will.  Therefore  to  secure  just  treatment,  tne 
only  recourse  for  the  workers  is  to  develope 
a  power  equally  strong  and  to  confront  their 
employers  with  it.  Unless  they  can  do  this 
their  case  is  hopeless.  In  this  vital  respect, 
the  company  union  is  a  complete  failure. 
With  hardly  a  pretense  of  organization,  un- 
affiliated with  other  groups  of  workers  in  the 
same  industry,  destitute  of  funjis.  and  unfit- 
ted to  use  the  strike  weapon,  it  is  totally  un- 
able to  enforce  its  will,  should  it  by  a  miracle 
have  one  favorable  to  the  workers.  Weak  and 
helpless,  all  it  can  do  is  to  submit  to  the  dic- 
tation of  the  company.  It  can  m&ke  no  eX- 
fective  fight  for  the  men. 

6.  Company  Diverts  Aim— As  though  the 
foregoing  practices  were  not  enough  to  thor* 
oughly  cripple  the  company  unions,  tne  eu*- 
ployers  make  assurance  doubly  sure  by  see- 
ing to  it  that  their  committees  ignore  the 
vital  needs  of  the  workers  and  confine  them- 
selves to  minor  and  extraneous  matters,  such 
as  fake  safety-first  movements,  problems 
of  efficiency,  handing  bouquets  to  high  com- 
pany officials,  etc.  Discussions  of  wages, 
hours  and  working  conditions  are  taboo  on 
pain  of  discharge  for  the  conunitteeman  who 
dares  insist  upon  them.  Thus  the  company 
unions  complete  their  record  of  deceit  and 
weakness  by  dodging  the  labor  question  alto- 
gether. ^ 

WHEREAS,  In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts, 
it  is  evident  that  company  unions  are  un- 
qualified to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
workers,  and  that  they  are  a  delusion  and  a 
snare  set  up  by  the  companies  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  deluding  the  workers  Into 
the  belief  that  they  have  some  protection  and 
thus  have  no  need  for  trade  union  organi- 
zation; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  disapprove  and  con- 
demn all  such  company  unions  and  advise  our 
membership  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  tnem ; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  we  demand  the  right  to 
bargain  collectively  through  the  only  kind  of 
organization  fitted  for  this  purpose,  the  trade 
union,  and  that  we  stand  loyaUy  together  un- 
til this  right  is  conceded  us. 

Your  conmiittee  concurs,  with  the  following 
exceptions,  that  in  the  first  resolve  the  word 
••heartily"  be  striken  out  and  insert  the 
words  "disapprove"  and  making  the  first  re- 
solve read,  that  we  "disapprove  and  con- 
demn." 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution    No.    186— By    Delegate    Duncan 

McDonald,  of  the  Illinois  Federation  of  Labor. 

Substitute   for    Resolution   No.    48,    submit- 


ted    by  Delegates  and     Members  of     Federal 
Union  No.  169S4,  Streator,  lUinois: 

WHEREAS,  Members  of  Federal  Labor 
Union  No.  15034,  located  at  Streator,  lU^  axv 
engaged  in  the  industry  of  manufacturing 
wire  glass;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  above-named  union  has  a 
wage  agreement  with  The  Western  Glass 
Company,  of  Streator.  HI.,  who  are  oomneUed 
to  place  their  product  in  the  open  market  in 
competition  with  concerns  in  the  same  Indus* 
try,  whose  workers  are  compelled  to  Irork  un- 
der deplorable  conditions,  longer  hours,  and 
less  pay  than  Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16984 
is  now  receiving  for  the  same  class  of  work; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegate  from  this 
body  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  be  i&- 
structed  to  introduce  resolution  whereby  ao> 
tion  may  be  taken  to  organize  the  workers  in 
this  particular  industry,  so  all  concerns  may 
be  placed  upon  an  equal  basis  of  competition. 

Secretary  Conboy:  This  is  a  resolution  that 
was  adopted  at  the  convention  of  the  State 
Federation  of  Labor  of  Illinois  with  a  request 
that  it  be  submitted  here. 

Your  committee  refers  the  subject  matter 
contained  in  this  resolution  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  carry  out  if  the 
funds  of  the  Federation  shall  permit. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Mrs.  Conboy:  Rcipolution  No.  206.  by  Dele- 
gate E.  C.  Scott,  Stenographers,  Typewrit- 
ers. Bookkeepers  and  AssisUnto  11778.  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  was  withdrawn.  The  signer  of 
the  resoution  appeared  before  the  Committee- 
and  asked  that  it  be  withdrawn. 

Resolution  No.  205— By  Delegate  E.  C 
Scott,  Stenographers,  Typrewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers and  AssisUnts.  11778,  Washington.  D.   0. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  over  600.000  unor- 
ganized office  workers  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  who  are  greatly  in  need  of  or- 
ganization; and, 

WHEREAS.*  The  Convention  of  the  A.  P. 
of  L.  have  recognized,  in  the  past,  these  con- 
ditions, as  is  borne  out  by  the  folowing  reso- 
lutions: Resolution  No.  22,  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
concurred  in;  Resotntion  No.  98.  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  referred  to  the  lUeeutive  Council;  Reso- 
lution No.  20,  Atlanta,  Oa.,  concurred  In; 
Resolutions  Nos.  127  and  142,  Phiadelphla, 
Pa.,  referred  to  Executive  Council;  Resolution 
No.  168,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  concurred  in, 
providing  funds  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  permit, 
and  Resolution  No.  161,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  re- 
ferred to  Executive  Conimittee;  and. 

WHEREAS,  The  lack  of  comprehensive  and 
systematic  organization  of  these  workers  has 
been  due  to  the  conditions  of  the  funds  of  the- 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  is  shown 
by  referring  to  the  foregoing  resolutions ;  and, 

WHEREAS,  The  funds  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
as  shown  to  this  Convention  by  the  Secretary 
are  now  in  a  better  condition  than  ever  ne- 
fore;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  hereby 
authorises  and  directs  the  President  to  in- 
struct,   or  cause  to    be  instructed,  such    or- 
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gan'Mrs  as  are  in  his  jodflrment  best  fitted 
to  carry  on  an  extensive  eampaiffn  or  organ- 
satlon  axaonv  the  office  workers  coming  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  locals  of  this  class  or 
workers  as  are  now  in  direct  affiliation  with 
the  A.  F.  of  L.;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  initial  efforts  of  such 
organisers  shall  be  In  city  or  cities,  as  is 
deemed  best,  where  no  organisation  of  this 
kind  already  exists :  and,   be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Central  Labor 
Unions  and  locals  of  office  workers  in  such 
city  or  cities  as  may  be  selected  be  notified 
to  oo-operate  with  such  organiser  or  organiz- 
ers to  the  end  that  the  conditions  of  these 
workers  may  be  ameliorated  and  their  condi- 
tion in  the  industrial  field  made  more  secure  : 
and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  if  such  organiser  or  or- 
ganizers are  not  available,  that  an  organizer 
be  appointed  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  the 
organization  of  this  class  of  workers,  and 
that  if  such  appointment  is  made,  it  be  pre- 
ferable from  the  ranks  of  our  membership. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  this  resolution 
and  refers  the  subject  matter  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  to  carry  out  if  the  funds  of 
the  Federation  will  permit. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Delegate  Duffy,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee: Your  Committee  had  before  it  Resotu- 
tions  Nos.  76.  101.  118.  120  and  122.  One 
resolution  deals  with  requests  of  colored  men 
for  an  international  charter  for  colored  work- 
ers. One  resolution  asks  for  the  services  or 
organizers  from  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  another  that  a  colored  organiser  be 
appointed  in  every  state  in  the  Union  where 
necessary:  another  makes  complaint  against 
the  international  unions  of  the  metal  trades 
for  refusing  to  admit  to  membership  colored 
workers,  and  one  asks  that  a  man  be  stationed 
at  Washington,  preferably  a  colored  man,  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  colored  workers. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  76 — By  Delegate  Harry  a. 
Badgett.  of  Federal  Labor  Union  No.   16821. 

RESOLVED.  That,  as  the  man  working  tn 
the  day  has  the  best  part  of  the  working  day 
allotted  him.  a  good  night's  sleep  and  the  best 
part  of  the  afternoon  and  evening  for  recrea- 
tion, and  as  the  night  man  has  to  fight  sleep 
in  summer  time,  inhale  the  fumes  of  a  torch, 
stand  the  noise  of  the  daily  routine  of  busi- 
ness, we  therefore  request  the  Executive 
Council  to  present  this  resolution  to  Congress 
and  have  Congress  enact  a  law  to  equalize 
these  eondtions  by  giving  the  night  man  more 
pay. 

We,  the  undersigned,  brothers  of  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  do  hereby  resolve  that  as 
white  organizers  in  the  South  have  trouble  in 
getting  among  the  colored  workmen  that  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  appoint  a  col- 
ored organizer  in  every  state  where  one  m 
needed,  and  be  it  further  resolved  that  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  appoint  a  la- 
boring man  from  the  craft  to  represent  us  at 


Washington  in  any  business  to  the  benefit  of 
the  craft. 

W.  M,  WATSON, 

Federal  Union,  No.   16681. 
WM.  E.  McKINNON, 

Ship  Yard  Labor,  No.  15980. 
ROBERT  J.  LANE. 

Ship  Yard  Labor.  No.  15922. 
MILLER  L.  CAMPBELL, 

Raflroad  Emploees.   No.   16486. 
WILLIE  E.   VAUGHN. 

No.  16892. 
HARRY  BADGETT. 

La    Junita,    Colo.,    No.    16821. 
O.  L.  LEONARD. 

Local  No.  16417. 
EDMUND  TURNE. 

Local  No.   16199. 
JAMES  W.  FITTS, 
Oyster  Shuckers.   Local  No.   16117. 
MATT    LEWIS. 

H.  H.  U.  No.  16406. 
JOHN    A.   LACEY, 
Rec.  Sec.  Colored  C.   L.  U..  Norfolk,  Va. 
J.  W.  RICHARDSON, 
Suffolk,    Va.,   Local   No.    16869.   Peanut 
Workers. 

Resolution  So.  101 — By  Delegate  William 
Boncer,  of  the  Virginia  State  Federation  of 
Labor: 

WHEREAS,  It  is  impossible  for  cok>red 
men  to  obtain  a  charter  from  the  Metal 
Trades  Headquarters  of  any  craft;  and 

WHEREAS.  Similar  trades  locals  refuse 
them  entrance;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  go  on  record  as  endorsing  the  col- 
ored brother  as  being  entitled  to  any  char- 
ter according  to  his  trade. 

Resolution  No.  118— By  Delegate  Robt.  E. 
Burford.  of  the  Freight  Handlers'  Union.  No. 
16220,  of  Richmond,  Va.: 

RESOLVED,  Owing  to  the  peculiar  posi- 
of^l,  ^'«*^,  ^^'*^  Freight  Handlers  and 
Station  Eteployees  on  the  C.  4  O.,  S.  A.  L.. 
and  R.  F.  4  P.  Ry.  systems  and  on  the 
American  Ry.  Express  Co.  being  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Brotherhood  of  RaUway 
Clerks  and  chartered  direct  from  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  and  having  no  rep- 
*;«•«>***»▼«  or  grievance  man  in  the  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Clerks,  we  are  receiving  little 
or  no  assistance  from  them. 

RESOLVED,  That  this  body  appoint  a  sys- 
tem  organizer  for  the  above  mentioned  rall- 
22.^v?  «  express  companies  to  organize  the 
Freight  Handlers  and  Station  Employees  into 
a  system  organization.  Our  purpose  for  a 
system  organization  is  to  affiliate  ourselves  to- 
gether for  our  mutual  protection  and  benefit. 
We  appeal  to  the  Executive  CouncU  for  their 
support  and  immediate  action  also  for  In- 
structions about  appointing  a  grievance  com- 
*  *^  !^Ji^^  OS  get  an  agreement  and  a  oon- 
t/act  with  our  various  railroads  and  the 
American  Ry.  Express  Company.  We  under- 
sUnd  that  the  Brotherhood  of  Rattway  Clerks 

22*i.  *wS"  *^9-^^*f"  *»*^«  *»  agreement 
with  their  officials  that  covers  the  Freight 
Handlers     on  the  C.     ft  O.  system,  but     the 
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Freight  Agent  at  Richmond,  Va.,  told  owe 
committee  that  it  does  not  cover  the  Colored 
Freight  Handlers,  as  to  Saturday  afternoons, 
Sundays  and  Holidays,  and  they  being  unable 
to  get  any  information  from  their  clerks  We 
desire  to  bring  this  matter  to  your  attention, 
asking  your  help  and  instructions. 

Resolution  No.  12— By  Delegate  Jordan 
W.  Chambers,  of  the  Railway  Coach  Cleaners. 
No.  16088,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

WHEREAS;  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  will  petition  to  give  a  square  deal  to 
colored  skilled  and  unskilled  laborers,  fav- 
orably consider  an  application  for  an  Inter- 
national Charter  of  organised  colored  labor, 
or  use  its  influence  to  have  them  charterea 
from  the  International  Organisation  having 
jurisdicfon  over  them.  , .     * 

WHEREAS.  The  influence  of  the  world  of 
aflPairs  on  the  present  and  future  conditions 
of  the  masses  of  laborers  is  such  as  to  make 
necessary  a  closer  and  more  kindred  feeling  or 
sympathy  and  purpose  on  the  part  of  aU  who 
labor;  and  ^  ^ 

WHEREAS,  This  spirit  of  oneness  of  pur- 
pose can  and  will  only  be  most  completely 
achieved  when  the  beneflto  derived  by  the  ef- 
forts of  Organized  Labor  are  not  predicated 
on  creed,  or  sex  or  color,  but  rather  shaU  De 
the  common  lot  and  heritage  of  all :  and 

WHEREAS.  In  the  past  because  ot^lAA 
of  realisation  on  the  part  of  Organised  White 
Laborers  that  to  keep  the  organized  Colored 
Laborers  out  of  the  fold  of  organization,  has 
only  made  it  easily  possible  for  the  unscru- 
pulous employer  to  exploit  the  one  agamst  -the 
other  to  mutual  disadvantage  of  each;  there- 

°  RESOLVED,  That  this  the  thirty-ninth  an- 
nual convention  go  on  record  as  endorsing 
such  petition   from  colored  organized  labor. 

Respectfully  submitted  by  delegates  ap- 
proved: W.  E.  Vaughan,  Jr.,  Shipyard  Help- 
ers and  Laborers,  Berkley,  Va. ;  Robert  J. 
Lane,  Shipyard  Labor  Union,  No.  15980;  W. 
M.  Watson,  Federal  Labor  Union,  No.  16681; 
J.  W.  Richardson,  Suflfolk.  Va.,  Local  No-. 
16866,  Peanut  Workers;  James  W.  Fitts,  Oy- 
ster Shuckers,  Local  No.  16117;  John  A. 
Lacey,  Rec.  Sec  C.  L.  U.,  Norfolk.  Va. ;  O. 
L.  Leonard.  Memphis,  Tenn..  Union  No. 
16407.  F.  H.  H. ;  Edmund  Turner,  Local  No. 
16199.  A.  F.  L. ;  Robt,  B.  Buford.  Freight 
Handlers'.  No.  16220,  Richmond,  Va. ;  Gar- 
rett Rice,  R.  Coach  Station  Cleaners.  Local 
No.  16861;  Biatt  Lewis.  Freight  Handlers'. 
No.  16406.  Little  Rock.  Ark.;  William  Car- 
ter, Station  Employees,  Freight  Handlers. 
Local  No.  16881,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  J.  W. 
■  Worthey,  Freight  H.  U.,  Local  No.  16896, 
Salisbury.  N.  C. ;  Oscar  WiUiams.  Freight 
Handlers'  Local  No.  16418.  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  and 
East  St.  Louis.  Dl. 

Resolution  No.  122— By  Delegate  Edmund 
Turner  of  the  Boilermakers.  Blacksmiths  and 
Machinisto'  Union.  No.  16199.  of  Mobile.  Ala- 


WHEREAS.  There  Is  a  vast  fleld  to  or- 
^nize  colored  men.  skilled  and  undcillod. 
among  the  colored  men  to  get  in  touch  with 
the  unorganised  class ;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.   That  the  annual  convention 


of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  give  the  Executive  Board 
authority  to  appoint  a  colored  organiser  for 
the  Southern  District  of  Alabama.  This  col- 
ored organiser  shall  work  in  the  interest  of 
labor  at  all  times.  His  salary  shall  be  paid 
monthly. 

Chairman  Duffy:  A  lengthy  hearing  was 
had  on  these  resolutions,  at  which  every- 
body interested  appeared  and  discussed  the 
subject  matter  conteined  therein  from  all 
viewpointe,  especially  the  granting  of  an  in- 
ternational charter  to  colored  workers.  The 
term  "colored  labor,  skilled  and  unskilled" 
is  so  broad  that  it  is  a  trespass  upon  the 
Jurisdictional  rights  and  claims  of  several 
organizations  afllliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  Under  these  condi- 
tions your  Committee  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  non-concur  in  the  request  for  an  in- 
ternational charter  for  colored  workers. 

Many  international  unions  affiliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  admit 
colored  workers  to  membership,  and  in  so 
doing  protect  their  Hghts  and  intereste. 
Other  organizations  affiliated  with  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  refuse  admitUnce 
to  colored  workers,  which  brings  about  the 
present  eomplainte.  In  such  cases  your 
Committee  recommends  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  organize  these  colored 
workers  under  charters  from  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Executive 
Council  give  particular  attention  to  the  or- 
ganizing of  colored  workers  everywhere, 
and  to  assign  organisers  for  that  purpose 
wherever  possible. 

The  following  organisations  admit  colored 
members :  United  Mine  Workers  of  America. 
Mine.i  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers.  Long- 
shoremen. Carpenters.  Textile  Workers. 
Seamen.  Cigarmakers.  Teamsters.  Plasterers. 
Bricklayers.  Maintenance  of  Way  Employees. 
Laundry  Workers.  Cooks  and  Waiters.  Tail- 
ors.  Brewery   Workers.  Upholsterers. 

Chairman  Duffy  asked  if  there  were  other 
organizations  represented  in  the  convention 
which  accepted  colored  workers  to  member- 
ship. Delegates  announced  that  the  follow- 
ing organizations  admit  colored  workers  to 
membership : 

International  Ladies'  Garment  Workers. 
Amalgamated!  Meat  Cutten  and  Bnteher 
Workmen,  Tunnel  and  Subway  Workers. 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Street  and 
Electric  Railway  Employes.  International 
Typographical  Union.  Brick  and  Clay 
Workers.  Hod  Carriers  and  B^illding  Labor- 
ers. Leather  Workers.  Blacldfmiths.  Motion 
Picture  Players'  Union.  American  Federa- 
tion of  Musicians.  Bakers.  Postel  Employees. 
American  Federation  of  Teachers.  Steam  and 
Operating  Engineers.  Painters.  Decorators 
and  Paperhangers.  Hotel  and  Resteurant 
Employees,  Glass  Bottle  Blowers,  National 
Association  of  Federal  Employees,   Barbers' 
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Internatioiial  Union,  M«tal  PolUh«rs,  8t«r«o- 
tTPen  and  Electrotypers,  Boot  and  Shoo 
Workers,  Holders,  Quarry  Workers,  Letter 
Carriers,  International  For  Workers,  Civil 
Engineers'  Association  of  Boston,  Firemen 
and  Oilers. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee.  The 
Question  was  discussed  by  Delegate  Lacey, 
Colored  C.  L.  U.,  Norfolk,  Va.;  Delegate 
Burford,  Freight  Handlers'  Union,  Rich- 
mond, Va.;  Delegate  Chambers,  Railway 
Coach  Cleaners,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Delegate 
Chlopek,  Longshoremen;  Delegate  Forrester, 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks;  Delegate 
Mason.  Freight  Handlers'  Union  No.  16410, 
Louis  Tille. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  was  carried. 

President  Gompers:  The  Chair  was  in- 
structed by  the  convention  to  appoint  a 
special  committee  to  proceed  to  Washing- 
ton in  connection  with  the  Electrical  Work- 


ers' matter  and  in  eonneetion  with  the  Em- 
ployment Service  of  the  Department  of 
Labor,  referred  to  by  the  delegate  from  the 
Detroit  Central  body. 

The  following  special  committee  was  an- 
nounced : 

Delegate  C  L.  Baine,  Boot  and  Shoe 
Workers;  Delegate  P.  H.  McCarthy, 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters;  Delegate  M.  F. 
Ryan,  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Carmen. 

The  appointment  was  conflrmed  by  the 
convention. 

Delegate  Duncan,  Seattle,  arose  on  a 
Question  of  personal  privilege.  He  re* 
ferred  to  a  statement  made  in  a  discussion 
during  a  pwvious  session  in  regurd  to  zmdi* 
cal  resolutions  submitted  by  himself,  and 
asked  the  delegates  to  consider  carefully 
resolutions  Nos.  129,  189,  196,  and  196  be- 
fore the   committees   reported. 


At    6:46    p.    m.    the    convention 
joumed  to  9:80  a.  m.  Monday,  June  16. 


was    ad- 
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AtUnUc    City.    N.    J.,    June    16,    1919. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9:80 
«.  m..  President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 

Absentees— Carey.  Schneider.  Dold.  HeinI, 
MeLU  Cone.  Sweeney.  Bolander.  Thomas, 
Prender,  Curtis.  Hatch,  Gorman.  Fitzpatriclc. 
Fox.  Hale,  Donashue.  Cooney,  Iglesias. 
Rutherford.  Howard,  Schildt.  Harrison.  Ely. 
■Couirhlin.  Stewart,  Davis,  Harlin,  Yarrow, 
O'Donnell,  Tucker,  Canfleld.  Griffith,  Wood- 
man. Wasner,  Taylor,  Frampton.  Burk.  Can- 
•ady.   Berger.   Jackson.   Thompson. 

SUPPLEMENTAL    REPORT    OF    OOMMIT- 
TBE  ON  0REDENTIAL8 
Your     Committee     on     Credentials     recom- 
mends the  seating  of  the  following  delegates: 
International    Association    of   Fire    Fighters 
— Samuel  A.   Fink. 

International  Printing  Pressmen  and  As- 
sistants* Union — ^David  Simons,  substituted  as 
ddegate   in   place   of   Joseph    Orr. 

Central  Labor  Union.  Knoxville,  Tenn., — 
Van  A.  Bittner,  1  vote. 

Bookkeepers,  Stenographers  and  Account- 
«nto  Union  No.  12646.  New  York,  N.  Y.— Ann 
Hogan  in  place  of  Miss  Alice  Kissata. 

Bridge   and   Structural   Iron   Workers — ^Wm. 
J.  McCain,  substituted  in  place  of  J.  H.  Barry. 
RAdspeotfulIy  sumbitted, 
CHAS.  P.  SCOTT,  Chairman, 
WALTER  V.  PRICE, 
B.  W.  EDWARDS,  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Delegate  StUlman,  Teachers'  Federation, 
disked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  convention 
for  the  introduction  of  a  resolution.  Consent 
'was  granted  and  the  following  resolution  was 
introduced : 

Resolution  No.  212— By  Delegate  Chas.  B. 
■Stillman,  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers: 

WHEREAS,  The  teachers,  alwasrs  wretched- 
ly underpaid,  have  been  unable  to  meet  the 
•doubled  cost  of  living  with  the  meagre  salary 
increases  which  they  have  secured,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  work  of  the  teachers  de- 
termines the  quality  of  our  future  citizenship 
■and  should  receive  financial  compensation  more 
nearly  commensurate  with  its  service  to  the 
<eommunity;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  teachers  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  have  placed  a  very  reasonable  sched- 
ule before  Congress,  which  is  about  to  fix 
their  salaries;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
•endorses  the  very  moderate  request  of  the 
teachers  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  a 
minimum  salary  of  $1000  for  grade  teachers, 
and  of  $1200  for  high  school  teachers:  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  and  Sec- 
retary of  the  American  Federation  -  of  Labor 
be  instructed  to  make  every  effort  to  secure 
the  passage  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 


sentatives of  the  United  States  of  legislation 
establishing   those   minimum   salaries    for   the 
teachers   of   the   District   of   Columbia. 
Referred   to   Committee   on    Education. 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  OOMMITTEE 
Delegate  McCarthy  (P.  H.).  for  the  special 
committee  sent  to  Washington  to  confer  with 
the  Postma8ter*GeneraI  on  the  grievances  of 
the  electrical  workers  and  telephone  operat- 
ors, as  per  action  of  the  convention  on  Resolu- 
tion No.  68  at  the  fourth  day's  session,  sub- 
mitted  the   following   verbal    report: 

Your  committee,  as  instructed,  visited  the 
Postmaster-General,  and  by  appointment,  took 
up  the  subject  matter  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. We  were  accompanied  by  the  President 
and  other  members  of  the  International  Broth- 
erhood of  EUectrical  Workers,  and  arrange- 
ments for  the  oonforence  were  made  by  Mr. 
Noonan  through  Mr.  Kerwin.  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor.  We  remained  in  session  near- 
ly two  houTB.  and  it  was  a  very  interesting 
conference.  During  the  noon  intermission 
Brother  Noonan  and  the  chief  depupty  of  the 
PoBtoffice  Department  worked  very  herd,  and 
when  we  met  again  at  3  o'clock,  th»y  submit- 
ted the  result  of  their  labors  to  the  Postmas- 
ter-General. Brother  Noonan  conducted  him- 
self in  a  manner  calculated  to  throw  all  the 
credit  possible  to  the  international  organisa- 
tion; he  was  always  ready  at  every  turn  to 
giro  the  desired  information  in  a  calm,  cool 
and  deliberate  manner. 

When  we  had  finished  we  secured  all  we 
went  after — ^a  complete  reversal  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster-General.  He  felt 
much  better  when  we  left  than  when  we  ap- 
peared there,  and  what  is  true  of  the  Post- 
master-General in  that  regard  is  also  true  of 
the  membership  of  your  committee.  The 
President  of  the  organization  inunediately 
proceeded  to  notify  his  people  throughout  tHe 
country  to  act  on  the  decision  reached  by  the 
Postmaster-General,  who  had  also  sent  out 
to  the  various  institutions  under  his  control 
notice  of  the  decision.  We  secured  from  tne 
Postmaster-General  an  understanding,  signed 
by  him,  which  you  will  undoubtedly  be  anxious 
to   hear.     It   is   as   follows: 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 
Washington 
^   ,       ^,  June  14,  1919. 

Order    No.    8209. 

Employees  of  telephone  companies  shall 
have  the  right  to  bargain  as  individuals  or 
colleetivdy  through  committees  or  their  rep- 
resentatives chosen  by  them  to  act  for  them. 
Where  prior  to  government  control  a  com- 
pany dealt  with  representatives  chosen  by 
the  employees  to  act  for  them  who  were  not 
in  the  employ  •  t  the  company,  they  shall  here- 
after do  so.  The  telephone  companies  shall 
designate  one  or  more  of  its  officials  who 
shall  be  authorized  to  deal  with  such  indi- 
viduals or  representatives  In  matters  of  bet- 
ter conditions  of  labor,  hours  of  employment, 
compensation  or  grievances,  and  such  matters 
must  be  taken  up  for  consideration  within 
five  days  after  presentation. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


308 


REPORT  OP  PROCEEDINGS 


Such  employees  shall  have  the  right  to 
organise  or  to  aflUiate  with  organisatloiis 
that  seem  to  them  best  calculated  to  serre 
their  interest,  and  no  employee  shall  l>e  dis- 
chargred,  demoted  or  otherwise  discriminated 
asainst  because  of  membership  in  any  sncli 
orsranization,  as  prescribed  in  Bulletin  No. 
9.  issued  by  me,  dated  October  2,  1918.  In 
case  of  dismissal,  demotion  or  undesirable 
transfer  of  employees  where  no  real  cause 
is  shown  by  company  for  sa'.d  dismissal,  ae- 
motion  or  undesirable  transfer,  it  shall  be 
considered  that  discrimination  was  practiced, 
and  upon  such  finding,  the  employee  shall 
be  re-instated  to  former  position  with  full 
pay  for  time  lost  or  shall  be  re-imbursed 
for  any  loss  sustained  by  reason  of  demotion 
or  transfer. 

Inability  or  refusal  to  perform  the  regular 
work  of  position  occupied  by  them,  excessive 
use  of  intoxicants,  dishonesty,  incivility  to 
subscribers  or  the  puUic  shall  be  considered 
sufficient  cayse  for  dismis«U. 

Where  requests  or  demands  are  now  pend- 
ing the  telephone  companies  shall  immediately 
proceed  to  negotiate  a  settlement. 

An  telephone  companies  are  ^hereby  direc- 
ted to  comply  strictly  with  the  requirements 
of  this  order,  and  failure  to  do  so  on  the 
part  of  any  official  will  result  in  disciplinary 
action. 

A.    S.    BURLESON, 
Postmaster   Generau 

You  will  understand  that  Order  No.  9, 
wherein  the  Postmaster-General  decided  that 
any  person  who  went  on  strike  and  re- 
mained so  for  24  hours  was  dismissed  from 
the  employ  of  the  government,  is  revoked  by 
the  action  of  last  Saturday,  and  the  employe 
is  given  the  right  he  wishes  to  have  as  an 
American  citizen  to  force  the  superintendent 
or  clerk  in  charge  for  the  company  to  do 
the  right  thing  at  the  right  time  as  nearly 
as   possible. 

I  move  you  the  adoption  of  the  report. 
(Motion  seconded). 

Delegate  Gainor,  (Edw.  J.),  Letter  Car- 
riers: I  would  like  to  ask  through  the  Chair 
whether  this  agreement  applies  exclusively  to 
telephone   employes? 

Delegate  McCarthy:  Yes;  absolutely. 
Order  No.  9  had  for  its  purpose  the  removal 
from  government  service  of  any  person  who 
went  on  strike  in  connection  with  the  tde- 
phonic  service  of  this  country.  That  order 
is  set  aside  and  several  other  moves  made 
in  the  reading  of  the  order  issued  on  Satur- 
day. 

Delegate  Gainor:  While  appreciating  the 
efforts  of  the  committee,  I  believe  it  is  well 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  convention  to  the 
fact  that  this  order  setting  out  certain  fun- 
damental rights  granted  the  telephone  em- 
ployes and  wh!ch.  as  the  chairman  says,  con- 
stitutes a  reversal  of  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  Postmaster-General,  read  as  follows  in 
the  opening  line:  "Employees  of  telephone 
companies  shall  have  the  right  to  bargain 
as  individuals  or  collectively  through  com- 
mittees or  their  representatives  chosen  by 
them  to  act  for  them."    I  rejoice  to  recognise 


that  this  right  has  been  granted  the  tele- 
•  phone  employes,  and  I  wish  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  if  he  has  any  informa- 
tion whether  the  same  right  is  to  be  con- 
ceded to  the  postal  employes. 

Delegate  McCarthy:  I  am  glad  that  the 
President  of  the  Letter  Carriers'  organisation 
has  asked  that  question,  as  it  gives  me  the 
opportunity  to  give  to  this  convention  my 
viewpoint,  which,  I  am  quite  sure,  is  the 
viewpoint  of  my  colleagues  and  of  the  Post- 
master-General of  this  country.  Anything 
the  Postmaster-General  of  these  United  States 
does  in  calm,  cool  and  deliberate  manner  for 
the  electricians  and  for  the  telephone  opera- 
tors through  their  international  organizations 
must  necessarily,  when  the  occasion  arises, 
apply  to  every  other  international  organiza- 
tion in  America.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
that  at  all. 

Delegate  Johnson,  (A.  J.),  Kansas  State 
Federation  of  Labor:  We  want  to  know  If 
this  also  includes  the  girl  telephone  operators. 

Delegate  McCarthy:   Certainly. 

Delegate  Gainor:  As  this  is  a  singularly 
important  matter,  and  as  we  have  been  reas- 
sured by  the  chairman  of  this  committee  that 
every  right  granted  the  telephone  employee 
win.  upon  application,  also  be  granted  the 
postal  employes,  I  want  to  add  that  I  not 
only  rejoice,  but  to  say  that  it  constitutes  an 
utter  reversal  of  policy.  The  right  to  organ- 
ize has  been  chaUenged  by  the  Postmaster- 
General,  the  right  to  affiliate  with  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  has  been  chaUenged, 
and  the  right  to  even  confer  with  represen- 
tatives of  the  organised  postal  employes  upon 
rdspectful  application  has  been  entirely  de- 
nied, and  we  were  told  that  the  postal  em- 
ployes would  be  dealt  with  only  as  individuals, 
provided  they  were  in  the  service.  Therefore, 
so  that  the  record  may  be  straight,  I  am 
glad  to  receive  the  information  imparted  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Lewis,  (John  H.),  U.  M.  W.  or 
A.;  May  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee what  effect  the  order  of  the  Post- 
master-(3eneral  wUl  have  upon  the  present 
strike   of  the   commercial   telegraphers  T 

President  (Sompers:  Delegate  McCarthy  of 
the  committee  has  already  replied  and  given 
the  information  that  President  Noonan,  of 
the  Electrical  Workers,  has  given  notice  to 
all  the  telphone  operators  and  electrical 
workers  throughout  the  country  that  an 
agreement  has  been  reached  and  orders  issuea, 
and  therefore  the  strike  win  not  occur,  'ilie 
chairman  of  the  committee  declares  further 
that  the  Postmaster-General  has  telgraphed 
or  taken  the  means  to  communicate  with  aO 
the  telephone  eompanies  and  aU  others  affec- 
ted by  the  issuance  of  the  order  Just  read  be- 
fore this  convention. 

Delegate  Lewis:     I  refer,  Mr.  President,  to 
the  strike  of  the  0>mmercial  Telegraphers. 
Delegate  McCarthy:     Speaking  for  the  corn- 
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mittee,  I  can  say  that  the  question  of  th* 
tdegrapben'  strike  was  not  referred  to  u» 
and  was  not  made  a  part  of  our  duty;  tliere- 
fore,  it  was  not  discussed  by  us.  The  antic- 
ipated strike  of  the  telphone  operators 
affiliated  with  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Electrical  Workers  was  the  subject  refer- 
red to  us,  but  in  my  opinion,  that  question 
or  any  other  question  which  may  arise  in  the 
future  will  necessarily  have  to  be  dealt  witn 
in  accordance  with  the  understandins  had  on 
Saturday  with  the  Postmaster-General.  Tbere 
cannot  be,  in  the  ordinary,  well-regulated 
state  of  affairs,  two  sides  to  one  question  al- 
ready settled. 

Delegate    Lewis,    in    further    discussing    the 
matter,  said  in  part   :  I  am  anxious  to  deter- 
mine   whether   the    strike   of    the    commercial 
telegraphers    is    construed    to   be   in   effect   or 
whether  or  not  it  is  automatically  terminated 
by    action    of    the    Postmaster-General,     and 
whether   the   officers   of   the   Commercial   Tel- 
egraphers' Union  are  given  the  right  to  now 
confer    with    the    Postmaster-General,    looKing 
toward  negotiating  terms   of   a   durable   and 
effective    settlement    of    their    differences.      I 
want    some    assurance    that    the    Postmaster- 
General,   in   settling  with  the  telehpone  em- 
ployes    and    the    electrical     workers    of    the 
United  SUtcs,  is  not  doing  so  at  the  expense 
of  those  other  organisations  which  have  been 
struggling  for  recognition  in  vain,  and  I  warn 
to  know  whether   I   can  send  a  telegram   to- 
day or  tomorrow  and  be  assured  that  it  will 
be  transmitted  by  union  men,  or  whether  my 
message  will  be  transmitted  by  strike-break- 
ers.    If  there  is  no  definitia  understanding  on 
that  matter,  if  the  letter  carriers,  the  postal 
employes  and    the    commercial    telegraphers 
hav«  no  understanding  as  to  their  rights  in 
the  premises,   then   I   feel   that   some  action 
should  be  taken  by  this  convention  which  will 
insure  them  proper  recognition  by  the  Post- 
master-General.    I  am    just    a   little    disin- 
clined   to    believe    everything   that   that    dis- 
tinguished   gentleman    may    say,    because  I 
think  organized  labor  has  sufficient  reason  to 
doubt  the  word  of  this  gentleman  who  fills  the 
position  to  the  detriment  of  organized  labor. 
I  am   simply   seeking  to   verify  this  distinct 
issue  and  ascertain  the  position  officially  of 
the  Lttter  Carriers,  the  Postal  Employes  and 
the  Order  of  Commercial  Telegraphers. 

Delegate  McCarthy:  I  think  we  need  to 
clarify  this  situation.  Personally,  I  do  not 
propose  to  be  assigned  a  position  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  The  trouble  with  the  telephone 
operators,  conducted  and  dealt  with  by  the 
electrical  workers  on  this  floor  which  was 
the  time  to  deal  with  other  questions  if  they 
were  in  your  mind  was  the  order  issued  and 
known  as  Order  No.  9,  wherein  the  right 
to  strike  was  taken  away  by  the  Postmaster- 
General.  That  was  the  trouble  that  was 
brought  on  this  floor  by  Brother  Noonan, 
acting  president  of  the  International  Brother- 


hood of  Electrical  Workers,  and  you  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  go  to  Washington  and  deal 
with  that  subject.  If  there  are  other  grie- 
vances with  which  th!s  convention  proposes 
to  deal,  that  is  the  business  of  this  conven- 
tion, but  they  should  not  be  interjected  in 
this  committee's  report,  things  with  which 
this  committee  had  nothing  to  do. 

Delegate  Flaherty,  Postal  Employes:  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  in  replying  to 
Brother  Gainor,  stated  that  necessarily  this 
recognition  of  the  principle  of  collective  bar- 
gaining by  our  Postmaster-General  applies 
not  only  to  the  Electrical  Workers,  but  ft 
applies  to  other  groups  temporarily  and  per- 
manently under  the  jurisdiction  of  Post- 
master-General Burleson.  I  have  my  suspic- 
ions regarding  this  sudden  conversion  on  the 
part  of  our  Postmaster-General  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  collective  bargaining.  I  have  in  mind 
a  public  statement  of  his  only  a  few  weeks 
ago,  when,  in  replying  to  President  Gom- 
pers,  the  Postmaster-General  said  that  the 
idea  of  collective  bargaining  in  the  postal 
service  was  silly.  That  will  give  you  trade 
unionists  here  a  proper  concept  of  the  pecul- 
iar psychology  of  our  Postmaster-General.  He 
does  believe  that  coUeetive  bargaining  is 
silly. 

I  for  one  am  unwilling  to  permit  the  pos- 
tal employes,  the  collectors  and  other  groups 
of  workers  under  Postmaster-General  Burle- 
son to  be  made  catspaws  in  an  effort  to  save 
his  face  at  the  eleventh  hour  when  the  elec- 
trical workers  threaten  to  go  on  strike.  He 
refuses  absolutely  to  deal  with  any  group  of 
employes  unless  they  cease  to  adopt  the  strike 
policy.  I  cannot  see  for  the  life  of  me  that 
4we  postal  employes  are  any  better  off  than 
we  have  been  before.  This  concession  made 
to  the  electrical  workers  is  significant  in  this 
way:  Postmaster-General  Burleson  will  not 
have  the  electrical  workers  under  his  juris- 
diction but  a  few  weeks  longer.  The  United 
States  Senate  has  already  passed  legislation 
returning  the  wire  systems  to  private  control. 
The  House  Committee  on  Interstate  and  For- 
eign Commerce  has  reported  out  a  similar 
resolutionfl  and  so  in  the  course  of  events, 
within  a  week  or  so,  the  electrical  workers 
will  not  be  under  his  supervision,  but  we  of 
the  postal  service  will  continue  to  remain 
under  his  supervision  unless  he  is  removed 
from  office  in  the  meantime.  If  the  chair 
will  recognize  me  for  a  motion,  I  would  like  to 
lay  this  matter  on  the  table  until  such  time 
as  we  have  further  assurance  from  the  Post- 
master-General as  to  the  extent  of  the  appll- 
action  of  this  order. 

President  Gompers:  The  question  recurs  on 
the  report  of  the  committee,  including  the 
order,  being  made  a  ^  part  of  the  record  at 
this   time. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  was  car- 
ried. 
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Delegate  McNulty,  Electrical  Workers:  I 
tioeire  to  atftte  that  the  qiMetion  that  hae 
Juit  been  under  discnesion  is  not  one  that 
was  raised  yesterday  or  the  day  before.  Xn 
this  very  hall,  two  years  a«o,  at  the  conven- 
tion of  our  organization,  a  resolution  was 
adopted  eaUing  for  the  officers  of  our  organs 
sation  to  negotiate  with  the  officials  of  the 
BeU  Telephone  Company  for  a  national  under- 
standing  or  agreement,  and  these  negotiations 
were  cut  off  by  the  government  taking  over 
the  telephone  and  telegraph  systems,  so  that 
the  Electreal  Workers  have  been  preparrag 
for  two  years  for  the  strike  that  has  just 
heen  averted. 

I  desire  at  this  time,  on  behalf  of  our 
brotherhood,  to  sincerely  thank  the  committee 
that  was  sent  by  this  convention  to  Washing- 
ton in  our  behalf.  I  also  desire  to  thanic 
every  delegate  in  this  convention  for  voting 
to  support  our  organisation  and  sending  that 
wSf  ^;  "  ~»«l«»ion.  I  may  say  that 
while  that  committee  was  in  Washington  i 
was  at  the  head  of  another  committee  that 
was  in  negotiation  with  the  Bell  Telephone 
Company  officials   in  New  York  City,  so  tnax 

o^r  V  ^^'^u  "^^  '•*"''  *^*  responsibility 
over  to  the  other  and  get  away  with  It    ths 

2"^  irmw*'*  '^**'*"   telephone  conversation 

Resolution'  No.   48-By   Delegate  D.   D'Ales- 

BiSfdTn.^'  J'^r.  ^»*^»~«o»*J  Hod  Carrier.. 
Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Union  or 
America. 

which    ahaU    r«co«nl^    ,„d     aieiSlrt  "^S 

J»t    the    p.yment    of    .n    faStaU^Tn  "f  J^l'S 

eJat^Tf  S£S?;"^  ^^  ^^  Ame^HcSr^^S! 
i^f?"**^'  committee  non-concurs  in  this  reso- 
lution.  On  motion  of  the  introducer.  X 
convention  referred  the  resolution  t^k  t^ 
the  committee.     As  none  of  the  delew^  ot 

i^boi:^'"*Tf."'^  ^"^  ^"^*«  .ndlSSing 
Laborers     Union    appeared    before    the    com- 

l^ottio7.  '^^  '•^^  -n-concurrence  in  the 
A  motion  ^  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 
Bu^MT.^  D'Ales«tndit>.  Hod  Carriers  and 
Building  Laborers,  asked  that  the  resolution 
be  again  re-committed  to  the  Committee,  in 
order  that  he  might  have  a  hearing.  He 
Stated    that    he    had    been    ill    and    unable   to 


appear  at  the  former  sitting  of  the  eonven- 
tion  at  which  the  resohitkm  was  eowldered. 

Megato  Sehoeaberg.  Machiniste.  moved 
that  the  resolution  be  re-committed  to  the 
Committee  and  some  arrangement  made  for 
Delegate  D'Alessandro  to  appear.  The  mo- 
tion was  seconded. 

I>«legate   Lennon.   a   member  of  the   Com- 
mittee, objected  to  the  motion. 
The    motion    to    re-commit    was    lost. 
The   motion    to    adopt   the    recommendation 
of  the  Committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  ISO— By  the  Delegation  of 
the  International  Ladies'  Garment  Workers- 
Union.  Benjamin  Schlesinger.  Max  Goren- 
stein.  Jacob  HeUer.  Al  Laporta.  L  Peinberg 
and   M.   Friedman. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  directs  its 
J-xecutive  Council  to  lend  its  support  to  the 
Inter;iational  Ladies'  Garment  Workers' 
Union  in  its  peaceful  negotiations  with  thu 
employers  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  and  Uke- 
wise,  in  case  a  strike  is  found  necessary  for 
the  introduction  of  collective  bargaining  and 
uniform  standards  in  the  waist,  dress  and 
skirt  industries  of  Chicago. 

Secretary  Conboy:  This  resolution  was 
re-committed  to  your  Committee  for  hearing 
and  further  consideration.  The  delegates  of 
the  Ladies'  Garment  Workers'  Union  appear^ 
ed  before  the  Committee,  and  after  hearing 
them  and  learning  of  the  difficulties  their 
organisation  has  to  contend  with,  your  Com- 
mittee unanimously  concurred  in  the  reso- 
lution when  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "instructs"  and  inserting  the  word 
"directs." 

Unanimously  accepted. 

Secretary  Conboy  read  the  foUowing  sec- 
tion of  the  report  of  the  Executive  CouncU. 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee   on    Organisation: 

Metal     Trade»— Mine,     MUl     and     Smalter 
Workers 

Report  was  made  to  the  St.  Paul  Conven- 
tion (Resolution  No.  27)  of  continued  fric- 
tion between  the  metal  trades  organlsationf 
and  the  Mine.  MiU  and  Smelter  Workers 
Union,  particularly  in  the  state  of  Mentant 
The  convention  directed: 

fKl7*!f  committee  therefore  recommends 
that  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Execu- 
tive  CouncU  with  instructions  to  caU  a  Sn- 
rerence  of  the  executive  officers  of  aU  oraan- 
isattons  involved  and  affected  within  niS^ 
dw    from   the   adjournment   of   this    conven- 

« '?•  ^®'  *^  purpose  of  laying  pUns  to  pro- 
™7Jr«^'f*J*^**!  "S°  ««Ploy«i  in  the  m«^ 

«i"^  industry  in   Butte.   Montana. 
#*.JlP    ^^\.  ***    understanding    so    that 
^jction.   contention,  controversies  ^  .trllSs 
«n*y  be  avoided  in  the  future. 

3.  That  the  members  of  the  other  orsanf- 

SST#  ?5Sif*^  7^^^  *»»«  American  pSSS- 
tion  of  Labor  going  to  work  in  and  aroiua 

'^t^rn^iL,^^"^    '^"^    infrlngem^ 

A    conference    was    held.      It    was    agreed 
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that  for  a  p«iiod  of  sixty  days  no  action 
wood  be  taken  which  would  reeult  in  icMea- 
ing  the  production  of  copper,  and  that  tn 
the  meantime  an  effort  would  be  made  to 
■eenre  a  permanent  adjustment.  Not  belns 
successful  in  that  particular  we  thereupoa 
at  our  meeUng  in  Laredo,  Texas,  last  Nor- 
ember  decided  as  follows: 

"That  the  acton  taken  relatiTe  to  Juris- 
diction when  the  charter  was  issued  to  tbe 
organisation  now  known  under  the  title  of 
International  Union  of  Mine.  MiU  and  Smo- 
ter  Workers'  be  adhered  to.  However,  we 
recommend  that  the  International  Union  of 
Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers  organizanon 
shoud  cooperate  with  the  local  unions  or  cne 
international  unions  involved  at  Butte, 
Montana,  and  vicinity,  for  the  thorougn  ox^ 
ganization  of  workers  employed  at  Butte, 
Montana,  and  vicinity." 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
in  this  portion  of  the  Evecutive  Council's  re- 
port. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the   recommendation   of  the    Committee. 

Delegate  MacGowan,  Boiler  Makers:  We 
do  not  care  to  consume  the  time  of  the  con- 
vention rehashing  this  subject  matter.  Bow- 
ever,  in  order  that  the  records  may  be 
straight,  the  boiler  makers  organisation 
wishes  to  be  placed  on  record  as  being  unable 
to  accept  the  decision  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cU. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  tne 
Committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Oonboy:  This  completes  the  x^ 
port  of  the  Committee  on  Organisation  on  the 
thirty-nine  resolutions  and  the  section  of  tne 
Executive  Council's  report  referred  to.  We 
move  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  as  a 
whole,  as  amended  by  this  convention,  ve 
adopted. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried 
unanimously. 

FRANK     DUFFY,     Chairman, 

SARAH   A.    CONBOY,    Secretary, 

JOHN    L.    LEWIS, 

A.     J.    KUQLER. 

WILLIAM  A.  NEER, 
THOMAS   S.   FARRELL, 

HARRY    L.    MORRISON, 

W.    S.    BROWN, 

JOHN  B.  COLPOYS, 

CHARLES  H.  MOYER, 

PATRICK  O'BRIEN, 

E.  H.  MANION. 

JOHN  B.  LENNON, 

JOHN  P.  BURKE, 

EDWARD  J.  RYAN, 

Committee    on    Organisation. 

Delegste  Liebowots  obtained  unanimous 
consent  to  introduce  a  resolution  and  sub- 
mitted   the    foUowing: 

Resolution  No.  218 — By  Morris  Kaufman 
and  Samuel  Liebowits  of  the  Fur  Workers* 
International  Union: 

WHEREAS,  It  is  to  the  best  interest  or  a 
labor  organisation  to  gain  control  over  all 
workers  of  an  industry  and  unorganised 
centers  which  are  a  menace  to  those  where 
conditions  of,  labor  are  being  regulated  and 
the  interests  of  the  workers  protected  by  the 
virtue    of    organisation ;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Fur  Work- 
ers' Union  of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
Is    vitally    interested    in    the   organisation    of 


two  fur  centers,  namely,  Detroit,  lilch.,  and 
St.  Louis,  where  working  conditions  are  in- 
ferior  to   other   fur   centers ;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  in 
Atlantic  City,  in  month  of  /une,  1919,  dir- 
ects the  incoming  Executive  Council  to  ren- 
der every  possible  8upx>ort  and  assistance  to 
the  International  Fur  Workers  Union  in  Its 
efforts  to  unionize  the  above-mentioned  fur 
centers. 

Referred   to    Committee   on    Organisation. 

Delegate  Atkins,  Order  of  Railroad  Tele- 
graphers, obtained  unanimous  consent  to  in- 
troduce a  resolution,  and  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolution  No.  214— By  Delegate  M.  W. 
Atkins,  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers: 

WHEREAS,  The  Commercial  Telegraphers' 
Union  of  America  has  been  compelled  to  de- 
clare a  nation-wide  strike  against  the  Wes- 
tern Union  and  Postal  Telegraph  Com- 
panies, in  support  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  trade  unionism,  i.  e.,  the  right  to 
organise ;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  aforesaid  corporations 
have  stood,  and  now  stand,  squarely  opposed 
to  the  right  of  their  employes  to  affiliate 
themselves  with  the  organisation  of  their 
craft,  the  Commercial  Tdegraphers'  Union 
of  America,  which  is  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  arbitrary  and  unwarran- 
ted action  on  the  part  of  these  employing 
companies  is  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
spirit  of  American  democracy  and  indepen- 
dence; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  thirty-ninth  session 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  that 
this  autocratic  policy  of  the  Western  Union 
and  Postal  Telegraph  Companies  toward  lu 
union  employes  be  condemned  as  intolerable 
to  this  great  body  of  representative  Ameri- 
can labor;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  of  tHe 
American  Federation  of  Labor  endorse  fully 
the  strike  now  in  progress  and  the  spirit 
of  true  Americanism  displayed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Commercial  Telegraphers'  Union 
in  walking  out  of  their  offices  unitedly  m 
support  of  the  right  to  organise,  a  right  that 
Is  now  universally  recognised  except  by  these 
avowed   enemies   of   trade   unionisncL 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

REPORT  OF  OOMMITTEB  ON  BDUCATION 
Delegate    Stillman,    Secretary    of   the    Com- 
mittee, reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  212— By  Delegate  Chas.  B. 
Stillman,  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers: 

WHEREAS,        The  teachers,        always 

wretchedly  underpaid,  have  been  unable  to 
meet  the  doubled  cost  of  living  with  tne 
meagre  salary  increases  which  they  have  se- 
cured; and 

WHEREAS,  The  work  of  the  teachers  o*- 
termines  the  quality  of  our  future  citlsen- 
ship,  and  should  receive  financial  compensa- 
tion more  nearly  commensurate  with  its  ser- 
viceto  the  community;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  teachers  of  the  District  or 
Columbia  have  placed  a  very  reasonable 
schedule  before  Congress,  which  Is  about  to 
fix  their  salaries;  therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED,  That  thta  thirty-ninth  con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  endorse  the  very  moderate  request  of 
the  teachers  of  the  District  of  Columbia  lor 
a  minimum  salary  of  $1000  for  ^rade  teach- 
ers, and  of  91200  for  high  school  teacners; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
be  instructed  to  make  every  effort  to  secure 
the  passage  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  of  lefflsla- 
tion  establishing  those  minimum  salaries  lor 
the   teachers    of   the   District   of   Columbia. 

Your  Committee  on  Education  concurs  fn 
the  resolution  and  recommends  its  adoption 
by  the  convention. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

REPORT  OF  OOBOaTTEE  ON  STATE 
OROAKIZATION 

Delegate  Brown,  Secretary  of  the  Commit- 
tee, reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  126 — By  Delegate  Frank 
Morrison,  of  the  International  Typographical 
Union : 

WHEREAS,  In  the  defense  of  present  high 
prices,  the  claim  is  repeatedly  made  that  wage 
rates  are  responsible  for  this  condition:  and 
WHEREAS,  This  claim  ignores  the  econ- 
omic fact  that  wages  are  the  last  cost  that 
is  increased  and  that  present  wage  levels  do 
not  equal  increased  living  costs  as  stated  in 
government  reports ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statis- 
tics, United  States  Department  of  Labor,  has 
reported  that  the  labor  cost  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  one  pair  of  welt  shoes  is  86.8  cents. 
(This  report  is  made  in  Bulletin  No.  28Z, 
May,  1918,  on  "Wages  and  Hours  of  Labor 
in  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Industry:  1907  to 
1916:")    and 

WHEREAS,   BuUetin  No.   282   indicates   tne 
'low  labor  cost  in  production  because  of  spe- 
cialisation and  machinery  that  is  not  affected 
by  even  substantial  wage  increases ;  therefore, 
be  tt 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  instruc- 
ted to  select  other  industries  dealing  with 
necessaries  of  life  and  urge  the  proper  gov- 
ernment officials  to  conduct  inquiries  similar 
to  that  reported  in  Bulletin  No.  282:  and  be 
it    further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  this  resolution 
be  forwarded  by  the  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  to  representative 
organizations  of  employers  in  the  event  that 
they  would  be  inclined  to  assist  in  this  in- 
vestigation. 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
in  this  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  168 — By  Delegates  John 
Golden,  Thomas  McMahon,  Daniel  J.  O'Con- 
nell,  Thomas  J.  Brogan,  Sara  A.  Conboy: 

WHEREAS,  On  the  night  of  May  21, 
1919,  while  attending  an  open-air  organizing 
meeting,  seven  innocent  people,  members  ot 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  were 
shot  down  in  a  cold-Uooded  manner  by  oflle- 
ials  and  paid  hirelings  connected  with  somnd 


of  the  textile  mill  corporations  at  Columbus, 
Georgia:  and 

WHEREAS,  As  a  resuH  of  this  dastardly 
act,  one  of  these  innocent  victims,  Grady 
Tucker,  a  soldier  who  had  Just  returned  from 
service  on  the  battlefields  of  France,  paid  tne 
supreme  sacrifice;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  feel  convinced  that  this 
cowardly  act  is  a  desperate  attempt  on  we 
part  of  the  mill  owners  to  stem  the  tide  of 
organization  that  is  now  sweeping  over  the 
textile  districts  of  the  Southern  States,  to 
the  end  that  they  may  maintain  the  long 
hours  of  labor,  low  wages,  and  the  exploita- 
tion of  child  labor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  Delegates  to  the 
89th  Annual  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  condemn  this  cowardly 
crime  committed  against  peaceful,  law-abiding 
American   citizens:  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed  to 
render  all  possible  assistance  to  the  United 
Textile  Workers  of  America  in  their  eSOrts 
to  bring  to  justice  the  persons  guilty  of  this 
cowardly   crime. 

Your  Committee  recommends  concurrence 
in  the  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the    recommendation    of    the    Committee. 

Delegate  Golden,  Textile  Workers,  in  dis- 
cussing the  question,  sa:d  in  part:  The 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America  have 
made  some  splendid  progress  during  the  past 
three  or  four  years.  We  have  organized  over 
60.000  textile  workers,  and  in  the  northern 
and  eastern  part  of  the  country,  since  uw« 
winter,  we  have  placed  thu  textile  worker 
of  those  portions  of  the  country  on  the  forty- 
eight-hour  week.  The  organization  has  also 
increased  the  wages  of  the  textile  workers 
over  one  hundred  per  cent  during  the  last 
three  years.  Our  greatest  battle  now  is  in 
the  Southern  States;  here  we  commenced 
operations  about  three  years  ago.  In  Colum- 
bus, Ga.,  there  were  about  8,400  textile  work- 
ers. In  six  months'  time  we  organised  over 
8,000  of  that  number.  The  manufacturers 
then  commenced  to  try  to  destroy  our  organv- 
zation.  Some  of  these  mills  are  owned  by 
northern  capitaL  Don't  forget  that.  s 
don't  want  to  be  understood  as  laying  all  the 
blame  on  southern  mill  owners,  because  over 
fifty  per  cent  of  the  textile  mills  in  tne 
south  are  still  owned  and  controlled  by 
northern  eapitalista. 

In  a  few  of  these  mills  an  attempt  was 
made  to  break  the  union.  They  asked  our 
members  if  they  belonged  to  the  union.  Some 
of  them  said  they  did.  They  were  asKea  lor 
their  cards,  and  some  of  them,  quite  inno- 
cently, puUed  out  their  union  cards.  The 
foreman  immediately  took  their  cards  ana 
tore  them  up.  Aftw  he  had  torn  up  awm« 
a  half-d<»en  cards,  our  people  walked  out 
and  closed  up  that  milll.  In  other  mills 
there  was  a  similar  condition.  When  our  peo- 
ple tried  to  get  a  meeting  hall  they  found 
every  hall  in  town  closed  against  them.     The 
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men  of  two  movlnv-pietiire  shows  offered 
our  people  the  lue  of  their  theatres,  and  Im- 
mediately they  were  informed  by  the  city 
officials  that  if  they  allowed  the  strikers  vo 
hold  meetings  in  the  theatres,  their  tneatn- 
csl  licenses  would  be  revoked  immediately. 
One  of  our  organisers  got  into  eommunxca- 
tion  wtth  a  friend  in  the  real  estate  basi- 
ncss  in  Angosta  and  had  him  come  to  Colum- 
bus. He  pnrchsvdd  s  Urge  building  that 
would  hold  8.000  people;  it  had  been  for  sale 
for  some  time.  He  purehased  the  bnildtng 
for  $16,000,  with  money  supplied  by  our  Inters 
national  Union.  We  bought  the  bnlMtng 
very  quietly;  otherwise  we  should  not  have 
been  able  to  buy  it  at  aU. 

On  February  Srd  of  this  year  our  battle 
for  the  forty-eight-hour  wedc  oonuneneed. 
We  instructed  our  members  that  on  February 
Srd  those  in  the  miUs  were  to  work  eight 
hours  and  then  quit.  If  the  mills  opened  the 
next  day,  they  were  to  work  eight  hours 
again  and  then  quit.  In  very  many  places 
the  manufacturers  saw  the  inevitable  and  the 
forty-eight-hour  week  was  ettablished. 

This  was  not  true  of  the  south.  When  those 
8,000  textile  workers  in  Columbus  quit  on 
February  Srd  and  went  to  work  on  Febru- 
ary 4th,  they  found  all  the  mill  gates  closed 
against  them,  and  armed  corporation  guards 
guarding  the  mills.  That  went  on  for  nine 
weeks.  Those  people  stood  like  rocks,  al- 
though many  of  them  were  on  the  verge  of 
starvation.  They  are  never  far  from  starva- 
tion down  there,  in  most  cases.  I  dont  care 
where  a  strike  or  lockout  in  this  country  ever 
existed,  the  tactics  could  not  be  any  dirtier 
than  were  adopted  in  Columbus  during  this 
nine  weeks  strike. 

Delegate  Ckriden  described  at  length  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  Columbus  during  the 
nine  weeks'  strike,  the  orderly  manner  in 
which  the  strikers  conducted  themselves,  the 
holding  of  a  mass  meeting  which  was  being 
addressed  by  organizers  of  the  textile  work- 
ers, and  the  murder  of  innocent  people  in  the 
audience  of  gun-men  employed  by  the 
mill  owners  fired  into  the  crowd. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was   carried. 

Resolution  No.  174— By  Delegates  E.  J. 
Gainor,  J.  T.  Mugavin,  C.  D.  Duffy,  L.  S. 
Swartz,  National  Association  of  Letter  Car- 
riers; Thos.  F.  Flaherty,  National  Federation 
of  Postal  Employees;  E.  J.  Ryan,  H.  W. 
Strickland,  R.  E.  Plymale,  Railway  Mall 
Association;  Luther  C.  Stewart,  National 
Federation   of   Federal    Employes. 

WHEREAS,  Because  of  inadequate  wage 
standards  in  the  Federal  civil  service,  the 
efficiency  of  governmental  institutions  is  be- 
ing seriously  impaired  with  resultant  eco- 
nomic loss  to  the  people;   and 

WHEREAS.  It  is  becoming  increasingly 
difficult  to  secure  and  hold  competent  en»- 
ployes    through    regular    civil    service    chan- 


nels, by  reason  of  these  h>w-wage  standarOi 
and   working  conditions;  and 

WHEREAS,  While  deploring  the  existence 
of  this  condition  in  governmental  employ- 
men,  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  also 
notes  with  approval  the  appointment  of 
Congressional  commissions  to  investigate  aai- 
aries  and  working  conditions  of  Qovemment 
employees;   therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  S9th  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  instructs 
the  Executive  Council  to  co-operate  with  tne 
representations  of  affiliated  organisations  of 
the  Federal  civil  service  employess  in  secur- 
ing the  upward  revision  of  salaries,  with 
resulting  benefits  to  the  service  and  em- 
ployes. 

Secretary  Brown:  Your  committee  recom- 
mends  concurrence  in  this   resolution. 

The  reeommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

The  Committee  amended  Resolution  No. 
164  by  striking  out  the  fdUowing  section  and 
substituting  a  new  section: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  Convention  sasembled  con- 
demns this  policy,  and  asks  the  Executive 
Council  to  use  its  efforts  to  abolish  all  speed 
tests,  time-measuring  devices  and  unreason- 
able standards  of  personal  efficiency  in  the 
Postal  Service. 

Following  is  the  resolution  as  amended  by 
the   Committee: 

Resolution  No.  154— By  E.  J.  Ryan,  H.  W. 
Strickland.  R.  E.  Plymale.  Railway  MaU  Asso- 
ciation, and  T.  F.  Flaherty,  National  Federa- 
tion of  Postal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  Post  Office  Department 
has  in  operation  systems  to  measure  tne 
speed  and  efficiency  of  the  Postal  Ehnployes; 
and 

WHEREAS,  These  systems  are  calculated  to 
force  the  employes  to  maintain  a  speed  and 
standard  that  is  unreasonable  and  detrimen- 
tal to  their  wdfare  and  health;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  practice,  these  systems  have 
resulted  in  unreasonable  punishment  and  dis- 
crimination against  the  employes;  therefore, 
be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  Convention  assembled  con- 
demn this  policy,  and  asks  the  Executive 
Council  to  render  all  possible  assistance  to 
abolish  present  unreasonable  speed  tests, 
timenneasuring  devices  and  present  unreason- 
able standards  of  personal  efficiency  in  tne 
postal  service. 

The  Committee  recommended  concurrence 
in   the   resolution   as   amended. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Secretary  Brown  read  Resolutions  Nos.  79 
and  187,  both  dealing  with  the  question  of 
affiliation  of  State  and  Central  bodies,  and 
later  read  a  substitute  for  both  resolutions. 
The  resolutions  are  as   follows: 

Resolution  No.  70— By  Delegate  William 
Koeb,  of  the  Colorado  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  SUte  Federation  of  Labor 
in    many    States    are    unable    on    account    oi 
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lack  of  funds  (and  lack  ot  Interest  on  me 
part  of  many  k>cal  onions)  to  properly  carry 
on  the  work  which  the  Federation  should  do 
for  the  benefit  of  the  labor  moTement;  ana 

WHEREAS,  If  all  international  unions  thai 
are  affiliated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  wonld  insist  that  their  local  unions 
affiliate  with  their  StaU  Federations,  the 
Federations  would  become  a  great  power  m 
the  trade  union   movement:  and 

WliaRBAS,  Instead  of  the  per  capita  tax 
beinff  a  burden  upon  a  few  unions,  they  eould 
be,  fixed  at  a  rate  which  would  not  oe  a 
hardship  on  any  of  them,  and  the  Federation 
would  be  in  a  prosperous  condition  at  all 
times;  and 

WHEREAS.  Believing  it  to  be  the  du^  of 
an  international  unions  to  have  their  local 
unions  aiBUate  with  their  State  Federations 
and  become  a  part  of  the  trade  unson  move* 
ment  in  their  locaUties:  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLYED.  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  its  thirty-ninth  annual  conven- 
tion assembled,  that  the  ExecntiTe  Boaxd  of 
the  Federation  be  instructed  to  take  this 
matter  up  with  all  international  unions  a^ 
filiated  wHh  tUs  Federation  at  the  earnest 
possible  time  and  liave  the  internationals 
whose  local  unions  are  not  affiliated  with  their 
State  Federations  to  do  so. 

Bcsohition  No.  187— Delegate  Harry  W. 
Fox,   Wyoming  Federation  of  Labor. 

BE  IT  BESOLVED,  By  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  in  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  assembled  that  we  recognise  the 
valiant  serviess  to  the  labor  movement  by  the 
various  local  and  sUte  central  bodies:  that 
we  deem  their  continued  existence  and  co- 
operation as  important  to  the  welfare  of  the 
union  movement;  that  we  depreciate  tne  in- 
difference and  antagonism  on  the  part  or 
kteal  unk>iM  that  withhold  their  aflUiatlon 
from  such  central  bodies  chartered  by  this 
Fedo^tion;  a  spirit  that  is  alike  destructive 
of  our  movement  and  its  usefulness,  ana  agam 
urge  national  and  international  unions  to 
instruct  their  subordinate  locals  to  eoect 
an  affiliation  with  their  respective  local  ana 
state  central  bodies  where  such  exist  ana 
operate  under  a  charter  from  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

That  it  IS  the  sense  of  this  eonventioo 
that  where  central  bodies  or  departments 
have  been  chartered  it  is  the  duty  of  aU 
eligible  organsations  to  affiliate  themselves 
with  these  to  the  end  that  the  best  interests 
of  the  union  movement  he  conserved. 

Secretary  Brown:  Your  Conunittce  recom- 
mends the  fallowing  as  a  substitute  for 
Resolutions  Nos.  79  and  187: 

WHEREAS,  Complaints  have  repeatedly 
been  made  to  this  Federation  regarding  tne 
lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  some  Local 
Unions  subordinate  to  fifUMet^  organisa- 
tions, and  same  has  made  it  difBcuIt  tor 
State  Federations  to  properly  serve  their  pur- 
pose;  therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  its  thirty-ninth  annual  con- 
vention assembled  instructs  its  secretary  to 
request  at  his  earliest  convenience  all  aflll- 
iated    organisations    to    comply    with    Section 


2,  Article  XJ,  of  the  laws  of  this  Federa- 
tion which  read  as  follows: 

"It  shaU  be  the  duty  of  aU  National  and 
Intematonal  Unions  aflUiated  with  the  Amcrf- 
can  Federation  of  Labor  to  instmet  their 
Local  Unions  to  join  chartered  Central 
Bodies,  Departments,  and  State  Federations 
in  their  vicinity  where  such  exist.  Similar 
instructions  shall  be  given  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  all  Trade  and  Federal 
Unions  under  its  Jurisdiction.** 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  to 
adopt  the  substitute  fbr  ResolutSons  Noa.  Tf 
and  187  was  oonenrred  in. 

Viee-President  Oreen:  It  appears  there 
are  no  other  committees  now  ready  to  re- 
port. I  should  like  to  inqufare  from  tne 
Chair'  as  to  whether  or  not  there  is  a  special 
order  of  business  for  this  afternoon. 

President  Gompers:  Not  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  President. 

Viee-President  Green:  Then,  Mr.  Presl- 
I  offer  a  motion  that  when  the  eon- 


iFentlon  adjourns  this  aiming  the  rules  be 
suspended  and  we  adjourn  to  9 JO  tomor- 
row morning.     Seeonded. 

Secretary  Morrison  called  attention  to  tHe 
fact  that  214  resohitioiM  had  been  introdueed 
and  reports  would  have  to  be  made  on  the 
actions  and  decisions  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil that  had  beoQ  referred  to  committees.  Re 
stated  that  if  the  convention  adjourned  tor 
the  afternoon  it  might  not  be  possible  to 
oomplete  the  work  by  Saturday  night. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  ad- 
journ to  9.89  Tussday  morning  was  carried 
by  a  vote  of  804  in  the  aflbrmative  to  iX  in 
the  negative. 

Delegate  Furuseth:  There  is  one  question 
that  is  before  the  convention  which  I  con- 
sider of  greater  importance  than  any  other 
question,  and  for  fear  there  may  be  no  op- 
portunity to  discuss  that  question  I  now 
BBove  that  the  Committee  on  International 
Labor  Relations  be  instructed  to  report  on 
Wednesday  morning,  and  that  this  convention 
set  that  time  as  a  special  order  for  action 
upon  the  report  which  that  committee  may 
make.      (Seconded    and    carried.) 

Delegate  Brown,  Machinists,  asked  if  the 
hall  would  be  available  for  night  seesJons. 
President  Gompers  replied  that  it  would  not 
he  available. 

Delegate  Chlopek,  Longshoremen,  asked 
that  a  correction  be  made  in  the  roll  call 
vote  on  Resolution  No.  6  (Wednesday  after- 
noon). He  stated  that  DdegaU  BJorklund 
had  voted  "No,**  and  that  Delegates  O'OMi- 
nor,  Chlopek,  Gahagan.  and  Keavy  had  voted 
••Yes.** 

At  12  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourn- 
ed to  9.80  A.  M.  Tuesday,  June  17th. 
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SEVENTH  DAY-Tuesday  Morning  Session 


Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  17.  1919. 

The  eonyentlon  was  called  to  order  «t 
9.80  A.  M..  President  Qompers  In  tlie  chair. 

AbMBtoee — Feeney,  Carey.  Schneider,  Dold, 
Heinl,  Helt,  Cone,  Fandes.  Prenden.  Curtie, 
Hatch,  Gorman,  Fitspatriek,  Cooney,  Holland, 
Ifflesias,  Rutherford,  Howard,  Schildt,  Har- 
rison, Stewart,  Davis,  Hoffman,  Bryan, 
CDonnell,  Stephen,  Grifflth.  Taylor,  Priest- 
ly, Frampton,  Ashman,  Hannon,  Wilkinson, 
Meiaaeopo,  Canady,  Mnllen,  Johnson,  Tonri- 
son,  Berser,  Jackson,  Thompson. 

SUPPLBMEHTAL  REPORT  OF  THE  OOM- 
MZTTEE  our  CREDENTIALS 

AUantic  City,  N.  J..  June  17,  1919. 
Your  Committee  on  Credentials  has  to 
report  that  George  Lakey  and  D.  A.  Poet 
have  been  eubstituted  in  the  places  of  O.  B. 
Woodbury  and  Wm.  HemseU,  of  the  United 
Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of 
America,  and  we  recommend  that  these  dele- 
gates be  seated. 

Respectfully    submitted, 
CHA8.    F.    SCOTT.    Chairman. 
WALTBR  V.   PRICE. 
B.  W.   EDWARDS,  Secretary. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Valentine,  Holders,  asked  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  convention  for  the  in- 
troduction of  a  resolution.  Consent  was 
granted  and  the  following  resolution  pre- 
sented : 

Resolution  No.  215. — ^By  Delegate  James 
P.  Holland.  New  York  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Hon.  Alfred  E.  Smith, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Executive  Chamber  Capitol, 
Albany,   N.  Y. 

Members  of  International  Holders'  Union 
in  the  city  of  Auburn  are  on  strike  for  the 
eight  hour  day  and  better  wages  and  working 
conditions.  Without  warrant  of  law  or  any 
other  justification,  the  Mayor  has  called  in  tlM 
state  oouBtabulary  over  the  heads  of  the 
sheriff  and  the  chief  of  police.  This  Is  done 
at  the  request  of  the  local  employers  who 
are  connected  with  the  National  Founders' 
Association,  the  most  An ti -Trades  Union  or- 
ganization in  America. 

We  urge  in  the  name  of  the  New  York 
State  Federation  of  Labor  the  immediate 
withdrawal  of  the  state  constabulary  and  a 
thorough  investigation  into  their  condnet 
and  all  other  circumstances  surrounding  this 
strike. 

In  your  message  to  the  Legislature  at  the 
beginning  of  the  eession,  you  asked  that  the 
aw  creating  this  expensive  ornamental  and 
croublemaking  body  be  repealed.  We  now 
urge  yon  to  repeat  this  request  of  yours  to 


abolish  the  state  constabulary  before  the 
sp«cial  session  of  the  Legislature  which  you 
have  called  for  this  week.  These  acts  and 
performances  at  no  time  have  Justified  the 
large  expenditure  for  their  maintenance  and 
their  immediate  removal  is  imperative  and 
necessary  for  the  future  peace  of  our  State. 
The  Mayor's  action  is  unwarranted  for  the  ' 
local  authorities  have  at  no  time  stated  or 
shown  that  they  were  not  able  to  cope  with 
the  eituatlon. 

It  is  unwarranted  acts  of  this  kind  that 

cause  Bolsheviki  outbreaks  and  we  look  to 

you    for   prompt    and    immediate    action    to 

eliminate  this  eltuatlon  and  the  causes  of  it 

JAMBS  P.  HOLLAND. 

Pros.  SUte  F.  of  li  of  New  York. 

Delegate  Coughlin,  Brooklyn  Central  Labor 
Union,  moved  that  the  convention  proceed  to 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  x^dsolution. 
The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  Nolan,  Albany  Cen- 
tral Federation  of  Labor,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Delegate  Foley,  Barbers:  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  personal  privilege,  stating  that  the 
Atlantic  City  Gazette-Review,  In  reporting 
the  proceedings  of  the  convention  this  morn- 
ing contained  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
the  Commercial  Telegraphers  did  not  Join 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  until  a 
year  ago,  when  the  government  took  ov«r  the 
wires,  and  that  the  threatened  etrike  of  the 
Telegraphers  did  not  receive  very  enthusi- 
astic support  at  the  hands  of  the  delegates. 
He  read  the  statement  from  the  paper  and 
offered  a  motion  that  the  publication  refer- 
red to  be  instructed  to  correct  the  state- 
ment, in  view  of  the  whole-hearted  senti- 
ment of  the  convention  in  favor  of  the  Tel- 
egraphers in  their  contention  for  better  con- 
ditions.    (Motion    seconded). 

President  Gompers:  The  chair  desires  to 
add  to  what  has  been  said  Just  a  word. 
The  Commercial  Telegraphers  have  been  af- 
filiated to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
for  a  long,  long  time,  perhaps  fifteen  years 
or  more.  Even  if  they  had  only  affiliated 
the  day  before  yesterday,  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference when  the  interests  of  labor  appeal 
to  the  conscience  of  the  workers  if  they  can 
find  friends  to  help  them,  that  is  the  time 
for  them  to  associate  themselves,  not  only 
as  workers  in  their  particular  trade,  but  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


816     . 


REPORT    OP    PROCEEDINGS 


Tbe  motion  offered  bj  Delegate  Foley  was 
seek   the   co-operation   and   support  of  tbeir 
fellow  workers, 
unanimouily  adopted. 

Delegate  Schoenberg.  Machinists,  asked 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  convention  for 
the  introduction  of  a  resolution.  Consent 
wai  granted  and  the  following  resolution 
was  introduced: 

Resolution  No.  216. — ^By  Delegate  Machin- 
ists' Delegation. 

Whereas,  The  8.  F.  Bowser  Co.,  manufac- 
turers of  auto  service  station  equipment  in 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  have  locked  out  the 
machinists  employed  by  them  and  other 
Metal  trades  workers  employed  by  them,  on 
account  of  their  bona  fide  Trades  Union  ao- 
Uvitles,  and 

Whereas,  this  un-Amerioan  company  has 
taken  a  determined  stand  that  the  locked  out 
workers  must,  if  they  desire  to  return  to 
work,  return  individually,  without  a  shop 
committee,  and  eign  the  Rockefeller  plan  of 
organisation, 

Therefore,  Be  It  Resolved,  That  the  Amer- 
ican Federation' of  Labor,  in  oonvention  as- 
sembled, emphatically  condenm  the  arbitrary 
attitude  of  the  S.  F.  Bowser  Co..  and 

Be  It  Further  Resolved.  That  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Executive  Offlcers  of  the 
organisation  directly  affected,  are  directed 
to  use  their  fuU  Influence  and  power  to 
force  this  company  to  accept  the  principles 
of  collective  bargaining  in  dealing  with  its 
employees. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Boycotts. 

Delegate  Hurley.  Oakland  Central  Labor 
Council,  asked  and  obtained  the  unaniOMMis 
consent  of  the  convention  for  the  Introduc- 
tion of  the  following  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  217. — ^By  Delegate  E.  8. 
Hurley,  of  the  Oantral  Labor  Council,  Osk- 
land.  Cal. 

Whereas,  during  our  recent  war  many 
changes  in  the  postal  rules  relative  to  news- 
papers were  made,  and 

Whereas,  many  of  the  new  rulings  when 
placed  into  force  were  found  to  be  detri- 
mental to  many  of  our  Labor  Papers,  and 

Whereas,  owing  to  the  arbitrariness  of  cer- 
tain postmasters  throughout  the  country, 
many  of  our  labor  papers  have  suffered 
great  financial  loss,  therefore,  be  It 

Resolved,  That  the  inoomlng  Executive 
Council  be  directed  -to  take  this  matter  up 
with  the  Post  Office  Department  to  the  end 
that  such  rules  that  hamper  the  good  work 
of  the  Labor  Press  throughout  the  country 
may  be  cancelled. 

Referred  to  Commktee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report. 

The  unanimous  consent  of  the  oonvention 
was  granted  Delegate  Beardsley,  Jewelry 
Workers,  for  the  introduotton  of  the  follow- 
ing  resolution: 

Resolution  No.  218. — ^By  Delegate  A. 
Oreenstein.  of  the  International  Jewelry 
Workers'  Union. 

Whereas,  a  oontroversy  has  arisen  between 
the  firm  of  Robert  H.  Ingersoll.  manufactur- 
ers of  the  "Ingersoll  Watch"  and  the  Inter- 
national Jewelry  Workers  Union,  because 
ef   the   speed-up  syetem.   Introduced   by   the 


Arm.  with  the  object  ef  rapldiy  Inoreaalng 
its  wealth  at  the  expeubo  w  oYerworaea  and 
poorly  compensated  employees;  and 

Whereas,  the  firm  of  Robert  H.  Ingerf:o)* 
and  Brothers,  manufacturers  of  the  "Inger- 
soll Watch,"  has  manifested  a  most  hostile 
attitude  towards  organised  labor,  by  lock- 
ing out  all  members  of  the  International 
Jewelry  Makers*  Union  in  punishment  for 
being  bearers  of  the  Union  Book  and  insist* 
ing  in  employing  only  unorganised  help  in 
its  factories;   and 

Whereas,  Repeated  efforts  made  by  offi- 
cials of  the  International  Jewelry  Makers' 
Union,  to  bring  about  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  the  existing  difllculties  have  failed, 
because  of  the  antagonistic  attitude  the 
above  firm  has  shown  to  committees  repre- 
resentlng  organised  workers  employed  In  the 
factories  of  Robert  H.  Ingersoll;  therefore, 
be  it 


Resolved.  That  the  delegates  representing 
the  membership  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Oonvention 


assembled,  do  bmby  serve  notice  on  the 
firm  of  Robert  H.  Ingersoll  and  Brothers, 
manufacturers  of  the  "Ingersoll  Watch"  that 
unless  said  firm  manifests  its  willingness 
to  adjust  the  difllculties  between  the  firm 
and  the  International  Jewelry  Workevs' 
Union  and  discards  with  Its  hostile  attitude 
towards  organised  labor  it  will  be  put  on 
the  unfair  list  and  notice  be  served  to  all 
subordinate  organisations  and  membership 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  the  United  States  and  Canada. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boycotts. 

REPORT  OP  THE  OOIOCZTTBB  OV 
BDUOATIOir. 

Secretary  Stillman,  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee, reported  as  follows: 

Education. 
Bdneatton  of  Adnlt  lUiterates. 

Resolution  No.  128 — By  Delegate  Chas.  B. 
Stillman.  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Teachers. 

WKBOUDAS.  In  accordance  with  the  In- 
structions of  the  laet  convention,  the  Exeo- 
utlve  Oouncll  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  working  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Teachers  luid  the  National  Education 
Association,  has  co-operated  In  the  prepara- 
tion and  introduction  of  the  Educational  Bill 
(H.  R.  7),  which  creates  a  Federal  Depart- 
ment of  Education,  and  appropriates  one 
hundred  million  dollars  to  be  apportioned 
among  the  states  to  aid  in  the  pajrment  of 
more  adequate  teachers'  salaries,  in  the 
equalisation  of  educational  opportunities,  in 
the  removal  of  Illiteracy.  In  Americanisatlon 
of  immigrants,  in  physical  education,  and  in 
the  preparation  of  competent  teachers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  present  period  of  recon- 
struction Is  revealing  even  more  clearly  than 
the  preceding  period  of  the  war  the  need 
for  a  national  educational  policy  to  secure 
co-ordination  among  the  states,  and  to  pro- 
mote national  welfare,  efllclency,  and  unity; 
and 

WHSSREAS.  The  threatened  collapse  of 
our  schools,  which  influenced  the  action  of 
the  last  convention,  is  stlH  more  imminent 
now.  through  the  forcing  out  of  our  beet 
teachers  by  the  thousands  by  sheer  economic 
pressure,  and  through  the  refusal  of  young 
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men  and  women  of  ability  and  independent 
•pint  to  prepare  tbemaelTes  for  a  oallins 
Ing:  and 

WHEREAS.  The  ultimate  national  need  Is 
tor  educated  manhood  and  wonumhood,  a 
need  which  will  become  more  urgent  in  the 
period  we  are  entering;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  recent  past  has  forced 
upon  us  a  realization  of  the  necessity  of 
more  ecrective  physical  education,  of  the  re- 
moval of  illiteracy,  and  of  the  Amerioanisa- 
tlonof  immigrants ;  and 

WHEREAS.  In  the  fields  of  Tocational  and 
agricultural  education,  the  value  of  the 
stimulus  to  the  states  of  Federal  appropria- 
tions ayailable  to  a  etate  on  Its  meeting 
specified  standards,  and  on  the  appropriation 
by  that  state  of  equal  amounts,  has  been 
proved   by  experience ;    therefore,   be  It 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  preceding  convention,  endorse  the  Edu- 
cational Bill  (H.  R.  7).  ahd  instruct  the 
President  and  Executive  Council  to  use  the 
full  infiuence  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  its  support   . 

Upon  those  portions  of  the  BxecuUve 
Council's  report  under  the  above  captions 
(pages  82  and  83)  and  on  the  above  reso- 
lution the  Committee  reported  as  follows: 

The  Committee  considered  the  sections  of 
the  Executive  Council's  Report  on  "Bduea- 
Uon"  and  "Education  of  Adult  IlHterates," 
and  Resolution  128  together,  since  they  deal 
with  the  same  subject  matter.  After  caro- 
fiil  study  of  the  EducaUonal  Bill  (H.  R.  7). 
your  committee  heartily  commends  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  and  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Teachers  for  the  part  they  have  ta- 
ken in  the  preparation  and  Introduction  of 
that  bill.  The  people  of  the  country  are 
realising  now  as  never  before  that  a  democ- 
racy must  depend  primarily  upon  an  educat- 
ed citisenship  for  Its  very  life,  and  that  the 
nation  as  a  whole  is  under  even  deeper  ob- 
ligation to  the  schools  than  is  any  section 
of  the  nation.  In  recognition  of  that  fact, 
the  Educational  Bill  provides  for  a  Federal 
Departnrant  of  Eduoation  with  a  Secretary  in 
the  President's  cabinet,  and  assigns  to  the 
federal  government  a  small  proportion  of  the 
total  cost  of  our  public  school  system.  But 
recognising  with  equal  force  the  value  of  local 
initiative  and  experimentation  within  the 
various  states,  which  is  an  essential  part 
of  the  genius  of  our  American  institutions, 
the  Bill  safeguards  local  autonomy,  provid- 
ing that  all  the  educational  facilities  enoour- 
aged  by  its  provisions  shall  be  organized, 
supervised,  and  administered  exclusively  by 
the  legally  constituted  state  and  local  edu- 
cational authorities  within  the  several  states. 

Tour  committee  also  calls  the  attention  of 
the  Convention  to  the  effective  co-ordination 
under  one  broad  agency  in  a  comprehensive 
measure  of  all  federal  educational  activities, 
including  Americanization,  removal  of  illiter- 
acy,   and   physical   education,    as   contrasted 


with  piecemeal,  separate  treatment  of  those 
closely  connected   subjects. 

The  committee  concurs  in  Resolution  123. 
recommends  its  adoption  by  the  Convention, 
and  further  recommends  that  this  Conven- 
tion ask  all  afllliated  state  and  local  central 
bodies  to  urge  vigorous  support  of  the 
Education  Bill  (H.  B.  7)  upon  their  congress- 
men. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Oo-operative  Plan. 

SoflQlvUon  No.  ISO— By  DelegaU  CL  M. 
Rynerson.  of  Salem,  Ore..  Central  Labor 
Council : 

WHEREAS.  The  Committee  on  Co-opera- 
tion should  have  authority  to  oonsider  plans 
of  a  co-operative  nature  that  may  be  pro- 
posed from  time  to  time  for  the  benefit  of 
the  wage  earner  and  of  the  community,  and 
to  co-operate  with  other  bodies  that  may  be 
interested  in  the  plans,  so  far  as  such  plans 
may  benefit  the  wage  earner;  therefore,  be 
it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  committee  on  Co- 
operation, authorised  to  be  appointed  by  the 
ButTalo  Oonvention  In  1917,  and  continued  by 
the  convention  in  St.  Paul  in  1918.  is  hereby 
further  continued  and  is  authorised  to  rep^ 
resent  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  to 
consider  and  to  pass  upon  such  plans  for  co- 
operation, that  may  be  submitted  and  to  co- 
operate in  carrying  such  plans  into  street  so 
far  as  is  deemed  advisable  to  carry  out  such 
co-operative  plans,  and  that  in  Uieir  judg- 
ment will  b«ieflt  the  wage  earner  and  the 
community,  and  to  report  to  the  next  con- 
vention. 

-Upon  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil'a  report  under  the  above  caption  (page 
116).  and  on  the  above  resolution  the  Com- 
mittee reported  as  follows: 

The  (Committee  considered  the  section  of 
the  Executive  Council's  report  on  Co-opera- 
tive Plan  and  Resolution  160  together,  since 
they  deal  with  similar  subject  suttter. 

Since  there  is  a  special  committee  on  co- 
operation, this  committee  merely  reafllrms 
its  belief  in  the  untold  poesibillties  in  the 
co-operative  movement  of  benefit  to  organ- 
ised labor  and  the  public  generally.  It 
endorses  the  request  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil that  all  afllliated  national  and  interna- 
tional organizations  and  central  labor  bod- 
ies take  up  the  matter  of  the  contributions 
requested  by  the  ButTalo  Convention.  In 
order  that  the  funds  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  may  be  made  immediately  use- 
ful for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the  co- 
operative movement,  the  conunlttee  amends 
Resolution  150  by  adding  the  further  reso- 
ultion  "that  the  Co-operative  Fund  be  made 
available  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Co-operation  in  the  numner  that  in  the 
judgment  of  that  committee  will  best  serve 
the  interests  of  the  co-operative  movement," 
the  amended  resolution  then  reading: 

Resolution  No.  160^By  Delegate  C.  M. 
Rynerson,  of  Salem,  Ore.,  Central  Labor 
Council : 
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WHBRBAB,  Th«  Gommittoe  on  Oo-opera- 
tion  should  have  authority  to  oontldor  plant 
of  a  co-operative  nature  that  may  be  pro- 
posed from  tlmo  to  time  tor  the  benefli  of 
the  wage  earner  and  of  the  community,  and 
to  ooH>perate  with  other  bodies  that  may  be 
Interested  in  plans,  so  far  as  such  plans  may 
benefit  the  wage  earner ;  therefore,  be  It 

RBSOIiVBD.  That  the  committee  on  co- 
operation, authorised  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Buffalo  Conrentlen  In  1917.  and  continued 
by  the  couTentlon  In  St  Paul  in  1918,  la 
hereby  further  continued  and  is  authorised 
to  represent  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, to  consider  and  to  pass  upon  such  plans 
for  co-operation,  that  may  be  submitted  and 
to  co-operate  In  carrying  such  plans  into 
effect  80  far  ss  Is  deemed  advisable  to  carry 
out  such  co-operatlTe  plans  and  that  in  their 
judgment  will  benefit  the  wage  earner  and 
the  community,  and  to  report  to  the  next 
oenTentSon:  and  be  it  further 

RfitSOLTBD,  That  the  Co-operatiTe  Fund 
be  made  aTailable  for  the  use  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Co-operation  in  the  manner  that 
in  the  Judgment  of  that  Committee  will  best 
senre  the  interests  of  the  co-operatlTe  move- 
ment 

The  committee  concurs  in  the  resolution 
as  amended,  and  recommends  its  adoption 
by  the  convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  8. — By  Delegate  Wm.  D. 
Clark,  of  the  International  Steel  and  Cop- 
per Plate  Printers'  Union  of  North  America. 

WHSREA8  There  is  in  the  United  States 
at  the  present  time  more  paper  money  in 
circulation  than  at  any  previous  time  in  her 
history ;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  percentage  of  the  pa- 
per money  In  circulation  in  the  sections  of 
the  United  States  far  removed  or  remote 
from  the  Treasury  or  sub-TMasurles,  es- 
pecially in  the  South.  Southwest  and  west, 
is  eo  soiled,  dirty  and  worn  that  for  sanitary 
reasons  It  is  a  menace  to  the  health  of  thous- 
ands of  citlsens  who  dally  use  or  handle  it; 
and 

WHERSAS.  The  banks  have  to  defray 
the  express  charges  for  the  exchange  of  this 
soiled,  dirty  and  worn  paper  money  for  new 
money,  and  this  is  a  burden  that  should 
not  be  borne  by  the  banks  but  by  the  United 
States  Qovemment,  because  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  Government  to  supply  and  provide 
its  citizens  with  sufficient  new  and  clean 
money  to  transact  their  business;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labor,  assembled  in 
Atlantic  City.  N.  J.,  petition  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  enact  such  legisla- 
tion as  may  be  necessary  to  permit  the 
banks  of  this  country  to  transport  for  ex- 
change soiled,  dirty  and  worn  paper  money 
without  any  cost  or  expense  to  the  banks 
whatever;   and  be  It  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Obnvention  of  the  Am- 
erican, Federation  of  Labor,  assembled  in 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  petition  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  to  enact  such  legislaUon 
as  may  be  necessary  to  transport  for  ex- 
change aolled,  dirty  and  worn  paper  money 
without  any  cost  or  expense  to  the  banks, 
whatever ;  and  be  It  further 


RESOLVBD,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this 
Convention  and  that  copies  be  sent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  SUtes.  the  Vlee- 
Presldent  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentatives  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Tour  Committee  non-concurs  in  the  res- 
olution. 

It  wt^  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Lennon:  I  would  like  to  aak 
the   reason   for  non-concurrence. 

Delegate  StiUman:  The  resolution  as 
framed  seemed  to  aim  particularly  at  re- 
lieving the  banks  of  this  country  from  this 
burden,  and  we  thought  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  need  not  come  to  the 
rescue  of  the  banks. 

Delegate  Clark  (Wm.  D.),  Steel  and  Cop- 
per Plate  Printers,  stated  that  at  the  request 
of  a  member  of  the  Obmmittee  the  resolu- 
tion was  revised  insofar  as  that  portion  of 
it  relieving  the  banks  was  concerned.  He 
then  spoke  briefly  In  favor  of  the  resolution. 

The  report  ef  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  14. — By  Delegate  John  B. 
Colpoys,  of  the  Washington  Central  Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS.  The  residents  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  numbering  more  than  460.000 
are  the  only  ones  In  this  country  who  do 
not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  exercising  the 
franchise,  who  are  taxed  without  representa- 
tion, and  who  have  no  voice  in  electing 
representatives  of  Congress  and  the  Elector- 
al College;  and 

WHEREAS,  To  secure  this  privilege,  which 
should  be  a  right  it  is  necessary  to  have  a 
constitutional  amendment  adopted  which  re- 
quires a  two-thirds  vote  of  Congress  and  a 
ratification  of  three-fourths  of  the  States.; 
and 

WHEREAS.  There  is  now  before  Congress 
a  joint  resolution,  H.  J.  Res.  82,  which  pro- 
vides by  constitutional  amendment  for  rep- 
resentation in  both  houses  of  Congress  and 
electors  for  President  and  Vice  President: 
therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  delegates  to 
the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  favor  the  pas- 
sage of  H.  J.  Res.  82  and  will  render  every 
assistance  possible  to  the  Washington  .Cen- 
tral Labor  Union  in  their  efforts  to  secure 
universal  suffrage  for  the  residents  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  Committee  concurs  In  the  resolution 
and  recommends  its*  adoption  by  the  con- 
vention. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Putnam,  Central  Labor  Union, 
Balboa,  Canal  Zone,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  to  the  second  line  of 
the  first  "Whereas"  the  words  "and  the 
Canal  Zone  numbering  8,850,"  and  by  ad- 
ding to  the  last  line  ct  the  last  "Resolved" 
the  words  "and  the  Canal  Zone,"  the  amend- 
ed resolution  then  reading  as  follows: 
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Resolution  No.  14.^— By  Delegate  John  B. 
Colpoys.  of  the  Washington  Central  Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS,  The  residents  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  niunbering  more  than 
450,000;  and  the  Canal  Zone,  numbering 
8.350.  are  the  only  ones  in  this  country 
who  do  not  enjoy  the  privilege  of  exercis- 
ing the  franchise,  who  are  taxed  without 
representation,  and  who  have  no  voice  In 
electing  representatives  of  Congress  and 
the  Electoral  College;  and 

WHEREAS.  To  secure  this  privilege, 
which  should  be  a  right,  it  is  necessary  to 
have  a  constitutional  amendment  adopt- 
ed which  reouires  a  two-thirds  vote  of 
Congress  and  a  ratification  of  three- 
fourthB  of  the  States;  and 

WHK^^^'AS,  There  Is  now  before  Con- 
gress a  Joint  resolution,  H.  P.  Res.  32. 
which  provides  by  constitutional  amend- 
ment for  representation  in  both  houses 
of  Congress  and  electors  for  President 
and  Vice-President;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  delegates  to 
the   Thirty-ninth   Annual   Convention   of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  favor 
the  passage  of  H.   J.   Res.   82  and   will 
render   every  assistance  possible   to   the 
Washington  Central  Labor  Union  in  their 
efforts   to   secure   universal   suffrage   for 
the  residents  of  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  the  Canal  Zone. 
T^ie  amendment  was  seconded. 
Delegate  Colpojrs.   Washington  Central 
Labor  Union,   spoke  briefly  in   favor  of 
the  resolution  and   the  amendment,  and 
urged  the  individual  delegates  to  request 
their  constituencies  at  home  to  petition 
their  Congressmen  in  conformity  with  the 
request  contained  in  the  resolution. 
The  resolution  as  amended  Was  adopted. 
Resolution    No.    84.— By    Library    Em- 
ployes* Union  No.  16,690.  New  York  City: 
WHEREAS.    We    believe    thst    imblie  li- 
braries are  public  utilities  and  should  be 
owned,   controlled   and    administered   di- 
rectly by  the  State  or  City  financing  such 
libraries;  and 

WHESIEAS,  We  believe  the  present  low 
and  inadequate  salaries  and  intolerable 
working  conditions  in  our  public  libraries 
are  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  li- 
braries are  under  the  control  of  private 
corporations  who  are  not  responsible  to 
the  commimity  at  large,  although  they 
are  spending  the  public**  money;  and 

WHEREAS,  That  since  the  right  of 
workers  to  organize  in  trade  unions  and 
to  bargain  collectively  is  recognized  and 
afldrmed  by  the  United  States  government 
that  this  right  shall  not  be  denied,  abridg- 
ed or  intertered  with  by  the  employere  of 
the  library;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  at 
Atlantic  City  on  June  9,  1919.  that  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  and  in  order  to 
secure  good  conditions  for  the  workers, 
we  declare  ourselves  in  favor  of  Civil  Ser- 
vice for  librarians;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  member  of  a  Li- 
brary Union,  to  be  elected  by  the  Union, 
be  placed  upon  all  Committees  having  in 
charge  Library  actlvites,  in  which  Union 
Labor  is  asked  to  co-operate,  such  as  the 


War  Service  Committee  of  the  American 
Library  Association;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  member  of  Union 
Labor  be  represented  on  all  Boards  of 
Trustees  for  Libraries;  and  be  it  finally 
RESOLVED,  That  we  earnestly  urge  all 
locals  to  give  all  assistance  possible  to- 
wards the  organization  of  these  workers. 
The  Committee  amended  Resolution  No. 
84  by  adding  the  words:  "and,  be  it  fur- 
ther RESOLVEa>,  That  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F,  of  L.  be  instructed 
to  take  action  to  remedy  the  siuation," 
the  resolution  as  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

ResoluUon  No.  84.— By  Library  Em- 
ployes' Union  No.  15,690,  New  York  City: 
WHEREAS.  We  beUeve  that  pablie  li- 
braries are  public  utilities  and  should  be 
owned,  controlled  and  administered  di- 
rectly by  the  State  or  City  financing  such 
libraries;  and  ^  ,,        ^^  *  ,  _ 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  the  present  low 
and  inadequate  saUries  and  Intolerable 
working  conditions  in  our  pubUc  libraries 
are  due  to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  li- 
braries are  under  the  control  of  prtv»t« 
corporations  who  are  not  responsible  to 
the  community  at  large,  although  they 
are  spending  the  public's  money;  and 

WHEREAS,  That  since  the  right  of 
workers  to  organise  in  trade  unions  and 
to  bargain  cofiecUvely  is  recognized  and 
affirmed  by  the  United  States  government 
that  this  right  shall  not  be  denied,  abridg- 
ed or  interfered  with  by  the  employers  of 
the  library;  therefore  be  it  _  ^ 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  at 
Atlantic  City  on  June  9,  1919,  that  in  the 
interesta  of  the  people  and  in  order  to  se- 
cure good  conditons  for  the  workera,  we 
declare  ourselves  In  favor  of  Civil  Service 
for  librarians;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  a  member  of  a  Li- 
brary Union,  to  be  elected  by  the  Union, 
be  placed  upon  all  Committees  having  in 
charge  Library  activities,  in  which  Union 
Labor  is  asked  to  co-operate,  such  as  the 
War  Service  Committee  of  the  American 
Library  Association;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  member  of  Union 
Labor  be  represented  on  all  Boards  of 
Trustees  for  Libraries;  and  be  it  further 
RESOLVED.  That  we  earnestly  urge  all 
locals  to  give  all  assistance  possible  to- 
wards the  organization  of  these  workera; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  to 
take  action  to  remedy  the  situation. 

The  Committee  concura  in  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  and  recommends  its 
adoption  by  the  convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  94.— By  Delegate  Luthet 
C.  Steward.  National  Federation  of  Fed- 
eral Employes;  Charles  B.  Stillman.  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Teachera;  Florence 
Etheridge,  National  Federation  of  Federal 
Employes. 

WHEREAS,  Scientific  research  and  the 
technical  application  of  results  of  research 
form  a  fundamental  basis  upon  which  the 
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development  of  our  industries,  manufac- 
turing, agriculture,  mining,  and  others 
must  rest;  and 

WHEREIAJS,  The  productivity  of  indus- 
try is  greatly  increased  by  the  technical 
application  of  the  results  of  scientific  re- 
search in  physics,  chemistry,  biology,  and 
geology,  in  engineering  and  agriculture, 
and  in  the  related  sciences:  and  the 
health  and  well-being  not  only  of  the 
workers  but  of  the  whole  population  as 
well,  are  dependent  upon  advances  in 
medicine  and  sanitation;  so  that  the  value 
of  scientific  advancement  to  the  welfare 
of  the  nation  is  many  times  greater  than 
the  cost  of  the  necessary  research:  and 

WHIIRBAS.  The  increased  productivity 
of  industry  resulting  from  scientific  re- 
search is  a  most  potent  factor  in  the 
ever-increasing  struggle  of  the  workers 
to  raise  their  standards  of  living,  and  the 
importance  of  this  factor  must  steadily  in- 
crease since  there  is  a  limit  bevond  which 
the  average  standard  of  living  of  the 
whole  population  cannot  progress  by  the 
usual  methods  of  readjustment,  which 
limit  can  only  be  raised  by  research  and 
the  utilisation  of  the  resulta  of  research 
in  industry;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  numerous  impor- 
tant and  pressing  problems  of  administra- 
tion and  regulation  now  faced  by  Federal, 
state  and  local  governments,  the  wise  so- 
lution of  which  depends  upon  scientific 
and  technical  research;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  war  has  brought  home 
to  all  the  nations  engaged  in  it  the  over- 
whelming importance  of  science  and  tech- 
nology to  national  welfare,  whether  in 
war  or  in  peace,  and  not  only  is  private 
initiative  attempting  to  organize  far- 
reaching  research  in  these  fieMs  on  a  na- 
tional scale,  but  in  several  countries  Gov- 
ernmental participation  and  support  of 
such  undertakings  are  already  active: 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled, 
that  a  broad  program  of  scientific  and 
technical  research  is  of  major  importance 
to  the  national  welfare  and  should  be 
fostered  in  every  way  by  the  Federal 
Oovernment.  and  that  the  activities  of 
the  Government  itself  in  such  research 
should  be  adequately  and  generously  sup- 
ported in  order  that  the  work  may  be 
greatly  strengthened  and  extended;  ano 
the  Secretary  of  the  Federation  is  in- 
structed to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolu- 
tion to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  Ck>mmittee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  recommends  its  adoption  by  the 
convention. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  124.— By  Delegate  Wil- 
liam Green  of  the  United  Mine  Workers. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  hundreds  ot 
thousands  of  foreign- bom  permanent  res- 
idents of  the  country  who  desire  to  be- 
come citisens;  and 

WHE^REAS,  In  response  to  public  de- 
mand, and  by  direction  of  an  Act  of  Con- 


gress of  May  9,  1918,  the  Bureau  of  Nat- 
uralization of  the  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  has  issued  the  Federal 
text-book  on  citizenship  to  be  distributed 
through  the  public  schools  of  the  states 
and  cities  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose 
of  fitting  candidates  for  citizenship  for 
their  duties  as  Americans;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  in  co-operation 
with  the  Bureau  of  Naturalisation  the 
public  school  oflUcials  of  upward  of  2,200 
cities  and  towns  who  have  established 
classes  in  citizenship;   and 

WHEREAS,  Great  numbers  of  the  for- 
eign-bom who  desire  to  become  citizens 
do  not  know  the  measures  that  have  been 
put  into  effect  for  their  training  in  citi- 
zenship; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  39th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  that  it  recommends  to  afiflliated 
organisations  co-operation  with  the  Bu- 
reau of  Naturalization,  to  the  end  that 
they  shall  assist  the  foreign-bom  to  be- 
come citizens,  to  direct  them  into  the 
citizenship  classes  established  for  their 
benefit,  and  to  aid  them  to  an  under- 
standing of  our  customs  and  our  institu- 
tions. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  recommends  its  adoption  by  the 
convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  126.— By  Delegate  Harry 
L.  Hartford,  of  the  Portsmouth  C.  L.  U. 

WHEREAS,  The  Portsmouth.  N.  H., 
Metal  Trades  Council  protest  retaining  of 
Yoemen  (F.)  in  clerical  positions  until 
civil  service  register  is  exhausted,  and 
then  only  after  competitive  examinations; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  A.  F.  of  L.  Con- 
vention endorse  the  protest  of  the  Ports- 
mouth Metal  Trades  Coimcil,  and  endeav- 
or to  secure  the  enforcement  of  the  Civil 
Service  regulations. 

Since  the  Committee  doubts  whether 
merely  the  enforcement  of  present  civil 
service  regulations  would  fully  meet  the 
situation,  it  amends  by  substituting  for 
the  conclusion  of  the  resolution,  **and 
urge  Congress  to  enact  the  legislation 
necessary  to  secure  the  results  desired,** 
the  amended  resolution  then  reading: 

Resolution  No.  126. — By  Delegate  Harry 
L.  Hartford,  of  the  Portsmouth  C.  L.  U. 

WHE3REAS,  The  Portsmouth,  N.  H., 
Metal  Trades  Council  protest  retaining  of 
Yoemen  (F.)  in  clerical  positions  until 
civil  service  register  is  exhausted,  and 
then  only  after  competitive  examinations; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  A.  F.  of  L.  Con- 
vention endorse  the  protest  of  the  Ports- 
mouth Metal  Trades  Council,  and  urge 
Congress  to  enact  the  legislation  neces- 
sary to  secure  the  results  desired. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  and  recommends  its 
adoption  by  the  convention. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 
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On  Resolution  No.  181,  the  Committee 
reported  as   follows: 

While  heartily  endorsing  the  substance 
of  the  resolution,  the  Committee  realizes 
that  no  section  of  the  country  has  a  clean 
record  with  reerard  to  mob  violence,  and 
deprecates  the  introduction  of  sectional- 
ism into  this  convention.  Therefore, 
without  condonin^r  lawlessness  in  any  sec- 
tion, it  amends — with  the  approval  of  the 
introducer  of  the  resolution — ^by  striking 
out  the  concluding  portion  of  the  second 
preamble,  commencing  "and  this  very 
much  predominates  in  southern  states, 
etc.",  the  amended  resolution  then  read- 
ing: 

Resolution  No.  131— By  Delegate  Wil- 
liam F.  Kavanaugh,  of  the  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  of  New  Jersey. 

WHERRA.S,  President  Woodrow  Wilson 
Issued  from  the  capital  city  of  our  nation 
on  July  26th,  1918.  a  personal  statement 
addressed  to  his  fellow-countnmien,  de- 
fining mob-spirit  action,  called  upon  the 
nation  to  show  the  world  that  while  it 
fights  for  Democracy  on  foreign  fields,  it 
is  not  destroying  democarcy  at  home;  and 

WHERE3AS.  While  the  President  refer- 
red not  alone  to  mob  action  against  those 
suspected  of  being  enemy  aliens  or  enemy 
sympathizers,  he  denounced  most  em- 
phatically mob  action  of  all  sorts,  espec- 
ially IsHfichings,  and 

WHEREAS,  In  all  wars,  where  our 
country  and  its  interests  were  at  stake 
the  colored  race,  with  their  white  broth- 
ers, fought,  shed  their  blood  and  died  in 
defense  of  Old  Glory  and  over  there  gave 
their  all  that  others  may  live  in  peax:e 
and  happiness  ever  after;  and 

WHEREAS,  Lynchings,  cowardly  and 
unjust,  is  also  a  blow  at  the  heart  of  or- 
dered law  and  human  justice;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  colored  people,  their 
workers,  their  bread  winners,  throughout 
the  nation  look  with  hope  and  anxiety  in 
their  hearts  to  those  in  the  struggle  for 
better  conditions,  for  better  homes  and 
for   the   good   things  of  life,   as   well   as 

{)rotection  from  mob  rule  and  for  a  surg- 
n;?  popular  opinion  behind  them  that 
will  not  tolerate  a  laxity  in  upholding  the 
laws  of  our  land;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  hope  of  civilization  Is 
in  democracy;  the  hope  of  democracy  is 
in  justice:  the  only  hope  of  justice  is  in 
the  tribunals  through  which  justice  can 
be  secured,  and  the  only  hope  of  the  func- 
tioning of  these  tribunals  is  in  the  senti- 
ment which  demands  that  they,  within 
their  departments,  shall  be  supreme  and 
that  any  effort  to  incite  mob  violence 
shall  be  regarded  as  an  attack  upon  the 
very  foundations  of  society  itself;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  labor  move- 
ment, A.  F.  of  L..  knows  no  race,  color  or 
creed  in  its  stand  for  the  tolling  masses 
to  get  justice;  and 

WHEREAS,  Through  its  representatives 
In  convention  assembled,  at  Perth  Am- 
boy,  N.  J.,  week  of  August  19th.  1919,  the 
New  Jersey  State  Federation  of  Labor, 
with  a  membership  of  over  90,000,  en- 
dorsed this  resolution;  and 
WHEREAS,  The  great  American  Labor 


movement  through  its  conventions,  city, 
state  and  national,  is  the  very  medium 
through  which  popular  and  public  senti- 
ment can  best  be  expresesd  against  mob 
rule  and  for  proper  enforcement  of  the 
laws  of  our  land;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  39th  Annual  Convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  go  on 
record  as  endorsing  the  above  as  our 
sentiments  in  opposition  to  mob  rule  and 
lynchings;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  a  copy  of  the  same 
be  sent  to  our  Representatives  of  Con- 
gress and  United  SUtes  Senate  and 
Speakers  of  both  Houses,  to  the  press 
and  to  the  President  of  our  nation.  Hon- 
orable   Woodrow    Wilson. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended,  and  recommends  its 
adoption. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  133— By  Delegates  Ben- 
jamin Schlesinger,  Max  Gorenstein,  Jacob 
Heller.  Al  Laporta,  I.  Feinberg  and  M. 
Friedman,  of  the  International  Ladies' 
Garment  Workers*   Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled, 
record  its  protest  against  the  massacres 
and  brutalities  committed  upon  the  Jew- 
ish population  of  Poland,  the  Ukraine  and 
other  parts  of  Eastern  Europe,  and  calls 
upon  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  use  its  great  offices  with  aM 
the  governments  of  the  world  to  the  end 
that  recurrence  of  such  inhuman  deeds 
is  made  impossible,  and  that  national 
minorities  in  every  coimtry  in  the  world 
are  guaranteed  full  civil  and  politicaJ 
rights  and  protection. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion  and   recommends   its  adoption. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

On  Resolution  No.  144,  the  Committee 
reported  as  follows:  Since  the  Committee 
had  no  opportunity  to  verify  the  state- 
ments in  the  first  three  preambles,  it 
amends  by  striking  out  these  preambles, 
the  amended  resolution  then  reading: 

Resolution  No.  144 — ^By  Delegate  C.  M. 
Rynerson  of  the  Central  Labor  Council  of 
Salem,  Oregon. 

WHEREAS,  The  Government,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  states,  has  by  a  com- 
prehensive program  of  education,  medical 
treatment  and  law  enforcement  demon- 
strated that  the  spread  of  these  diseases 
can  be  controlled  and  their  ravages  re- 
duced;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  in  convention  assembled 
heartily  endorses  the  efforts  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  Public  Health  Service,  cooper- 
ating with  the  various  states,  in  com- 
batting the  soread  of  venereal  diseases; 
and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  we  call  upon  organ- 
ized labor  to  familiarize  themselves  with 
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the  government's  program  of  combating 
these  diseaaes  and  to  aasist  in  every  pos- 
Bible  manner  the  eradication  of  tneae 
scourges  of  civilisation. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended,  and  recommends  its 
adoption. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  con- 
curred in. 

Resolution  No.  149— By  Delegate  C.  M. 
Rynerson,  of  the  Central  Labor  Council 
of  Salem,  Ore. 

WHEREAS,  ReaUzing  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  stable  conditions  in  buulness 
and  Industries  is  of  the  utmost  impor— 
tance  at  the  earliest  possible  time;  and 

WHEREAS,  Recogniiing  that  suoh  con- 
ditions can  come  only  by  general  accept- 
ance for  necessary  adjustments  of  a  basis 
which  does  justice  to  all  elements  of  our 
nation;  thus  is  stressed  the  importance 
of  the  work  of  various  agencies  seeking 
to  establish  figures  IndicaUng  fluctuations 
in  living  costs,  labor  costs  and  price 
changes;  and 

WHEREAS,  Figures  Qstsblished  by  snoh 
agencies  have  come  to  be  widely  used  im 
the  adjustment  of  the  workers*  wage  to 
meet  increased  living  costs;  therefore,  be 
it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  in  convention  assembled 
condemn  In  strongest  terms  the  efforts 
of  certain  employers  of  labor  to  construct 
a  basis  upon  the  lower  standard  of  liv- 
ing resulting  from  curtailed  consumption 
due  to  high  prices  of  commodities  and  in 
response  to  patriotic  appeal;  and  be  it 
further      

RESOLVED,  That  the  werk  of  the  De- 

Krtment  of  Labor  through  Its  Bureau  of 
,bor  Statistics,  is  most  highly  commend- 
ed for  the  great  good  accomplished  in 
establishing  figures  which  furnish  a  fair 
basis  to  be  used  in  making  desired  read- 
justments. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  recommends  that  it  be  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  164 — By  Luther  C.  Stew- 
ard, William  B.  Junker,  Martin  J.  Leon- 
ard, National  Federation  of  Federal  Em- 
ployes. 

WHEREAS,  The  Congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  has  created  a  Commission  for 
the  purpose  of  re- classifying  the  Federal 
Civil  Service  In  the  District  of  Coltmibia 
and  thus  carried  out  for  a  portion  of  such 
service  the  provision  of  Resolution  No. 
74  of  the  St  Paul  Convention  of  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  need  for  a  re-classifl- 
eation  Commission  and  re-classiflcatlon 
investigation  is  no  less  throughout  the 
country  than  in  the  city  of  Washington; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  the  duties  conferred  by  Con- 
gress upon  the  existing  re-classincatioB 
Commisson  be  so  extended  as  to  author- 
ize it  to  investigate  and  make  recommen- 


dations for  the  standardization  of  duties, 
wages,  salaries,  hours  and  titles  of  Fed- 
ersl  employees  throughout  the  United 
States;  and^be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil is  directed  to  co-operate  with  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Federal  Ehnployees  in 
procuring  the  extension  of  the  duties  ot 
the  Re-classiflcation  Commission  describ- 
ed above. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion, and  reconunends  its  adoption. 

The  report  ot  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  165— By  Delegates  E.  J. 
Gainor,  C.  D.  Duffy,  J.  S.  Mugarin,  L.  B. 
Swartz,  National  Association  of  Letter 
Carriers;  Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  National 
Federation  of  Postal  Ehnployes;  E.  J. 
Ryan,  H.  W.  Strickland,  R.  R  Plymale. 
Railway  Mail  Association. 

WHEREAS,  In  line  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  88th  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  Congress 
created  a  Conunission  to  investigate  the 
subject  of  postal  wages;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  undeniably  true  that 
there  is  an  imperative  need  for  an  im- 
mediate increase  in  wages  If  the  efllciency 
of  the  service  is  to  be  restored  and  main- 
tained, and  a  complete  demoralization 
averted  and  the  wasteful  labor  turnover 
curtailed;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  39th  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor -in- 
structs the  Executive  Council  to  give  all 
possible  aid  to  the  affiliated  postal  organ- 
izations in  presenting  facts  to  the  Joint 
Commission  on  Postal  Salaries  to  estal>- 
lish  permanent  adequate  wage  standards, 
commensurate  with  the  increased  cost  ot 
living;  therefore,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  pending  the  findings 
of  this  Commission,  and  in  view  of  the 
pressing  emergency,  this  Convention  en- 
dorses the  proposal  of  the  affiliated  postal 
organizations  to  secure  from  the  66th 
Congress  a  twenty-five  per  cent  tempor- 
ary wage  increase  effective  July  1,  1919, 
over  and  above  the  then  existing  grades. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  recommends  its  adoption. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  171 — ^By  Delegates  Mat- 
thew Woll,  Peter  J.  Brady. 

WHEREAS,  The  war  so  happily  ended 
has  required  our  people  to  develop  thrift 
and  saving  which  to  some  degree  has 
stimulated  freedom  of  action  and  inde- 
pendence on  the  part  of  some  wage-earn- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  essential  to  stimulate 
thrift  and  saving  in  time  of  peace  as  in 
time  of  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  inauguration  of  the 
national  system  of  war  savings  and  thrift 
stamps  has  afforded  to  some  of  small 
earnings  a  safe,  sound  and  guaranteed 
method  of  Government  investment  of 
their  hard -earned  savings;  therefore,  be 
it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  ap- 
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proves  of  the  continuation  and  extension 
of  the  war  savlnsrs  and  thrift  stamp  in- 
stitution as  a  necessary  peace-time  insti- 
tution, or  the  substitution  of  a  national 
savinirs  institution  akin  in  character  and 
method,  which  will  prove  helpful  to  safe- 
guard the  eaminers  of  the  toiling  masses 
of  our  country. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolu- 
tion and  recommends  its  adoption. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resoliition  No.  17a— By  Delegate  Q.  W. 
Perkins : 

WHBRBA6.  Senator  Blair,  one  of  Che 
earliest  men  in  political  public  life  to  man- 
ifest his  sympathy  for  the  workers  and  to 
Inconyorate  it  Into  a  helpful  action  intro- 
duced and  had  passed  in  the  U.  8.  Senate 
a  resolution  authorising  and  direotlng  the 
Committee  on  Labor  and  Education  to  nuke 
an  InTestlgation  of  economic  and  industrial 
conditions;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  report  made  by  this  com- 
mittee was  never  fully  published  and  the 
four  volumes  that  were  published  are  now 
almost  out  of  print;  and 

WHEREAS.  This  report  and  the  interact^ 
ing  facts  set  forth  therein  make  a  valuable 
contribution  to  the  history  and  industrial 
condition  at  that  time;  therefore  be  It 

RBSOLyBD.  That  this  89th  Convention  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  herewith  petition  the  U.  8. 
Senate  to  order  a  reprint  of  tbis  report  and 
such  other  papers,  documents  and  memor- 
andum now  In  the  possession  of  Senate  cus-  . 
todlans  or  ex-Senator  Blair. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  reeolution 
and  recommends  its  adoption. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  be  concurred  in. 

President  Oompers  stated  tbat  while  the 
edition  of  the  document  referred  to  was  al- 
most entirely  out  of  print,  he  had  managed 
to  eeeure  a  copy  and  had  It  on  file  in  the 
efflce  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
He  stated,  further,  that  there  was  no  copy 
in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  none  avail- 
able in  the  document  room  of  either  the 
House  of  Representatives  or  the  United  States 
Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  211 — By  Delegates  Luther 
O.  Steward,  W.  B.  Junker,  Martin  J.  Leon- 
ard, Florence  Btherldge,  of  the  National 
Federation  of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS.  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  in  convention  assembled  on  this  9th 
day  of  June.  1919,  Is  not  uamladful  of  the 
revelations  recently  made  before  two  oommit- 
tees  of  Congress  on  the  control  of  the  food 
interests  of  this  country;  and 

WHESIEAS,  This  control  Is  of  great  dan- 
ger to  the  future  welfare  of  this  country, 
since  increasing  masses  of  people  are  unable 
by  honest  toil  to  live  In  health  and  comfort ; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  support  the  Federal  Trade  Com- 
mission In  its  efforts  to  seoure  remedial  leg- 
islation in  the  meat-packing  industry.    That 


the  American  Federation  of  Labor  especially 
call  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  control  of  the  meat  packers  over 
the  preparation  and  sale  of  unrelated  food 
products,  which  has  proceeded  so  rapidly  in 
recent  years  that  the  absolute  control  of  the 
food  of  the  nation  is  passing  into  the  hands 
of  the  five  packers  while  the  legitimate 
manufacturers  and  distributors  of  food  pro- 
ducts other  than  meat  are  in  danger  of  de- 
struction. That  copies  of  these  resolutions 
be  sent  to  all  the  members  of  the  Senate  and 
House  Interstate  and  Foreign  Commerce  and 
Agricultural  Conunittees. 

The  Committee  eoncurs  in  the  resolution 
and  recommends  its  adoption. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

fieeretary  Stillman:  This  concludes  the 
report  of  the  Committee  for  the  present,  and 
it  will  be  completed  at  a  later  date. 

yice-Preeident  Valentine  in  the  chair. 

BEPOBT    OP    OOMMITTBE    ON    RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Secretary   Frey.    on   behalf   of   the   Com- 
Oilttee.  asked  that  Resolution  No.  138,  pre- 
viously assigned  to  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions, be  transferred  to  the  Committee  on  - 
Shcecutlve  OouncU's  Report 

The  request  was  granted. 

Secretary  Frey:  On  Resolution  No.  85, 
the  Committee  recommends  striking  out.  in 
the  first  paragraph,  of  the  words,  "as  the 
representative  of  the  craft  organisations 
affiliated  with  International  organisations, 
which  are  in  turn  affiliated  with  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor;"  the  addition  of 
the  word  "Wllmingtoo"  before  the  word 
"Central"  In  the  first  line  of  the  first  par- 
agraph, and  the  addition  of  the  word  "Wil- 
mington" before  the  word  "Central"  in  the 
first  line  of  the  last  paragraph.  The  reso- 
lution, as  amended,  would  read  as  follows : 

Resolution  No.  86 — By  Delegate  George 
Sauter,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  Wil- 
mington Del.,  against  "One  Big  Union"  and 
other  untried  and  unsound  doctrines  that 
are  being  adTOcated  to  destroy  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor: 

The  Wilmington  Central  Labor  Union  be- 
lieves that  the  growth  of  the  trades  union 
movement  can  be  attributed  to  the  policy 
of  progress  that  has  been  Inaugurated  and 
carried  out  by  the  American  Federation  etf 
Labor.  President  Samuel  Oompers  and  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor.  We  realise  that  this  progress  has 
been  steady  and  resultful  in  bringing  about 
desired  improvements  in  working  conditions, 
the  Increasing  of  wages  and  the  shortening 
of  hours.  We  do  not  bellere  in  the  untried 
and  unsound  doctrines  that  are  being  preach- 
ed in  propaganda  tracts  and  on  soap  boxes 
against  Mr.  Samuel  Oompers.  president  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  the 
A.  F.  of  L..  under  his  leadership.  We  rea- 
ognlse  In  Samuel  Oompers,  president  ef  the 
American  FederaUon  of  Labor,  the  greatest 
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labor  leader  in  tbe  world  .liTlng  today,  and 
we  realise  tliat  he  and  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  backed  up  and  supported  hj 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  American  labor 
moTement,  were  the  present  factor  In  Amer- 
ican m^i  and  American  principles  winning 
finally  tbe  great  world  war.  We  belleTe  in 
the  League  of  Nations,  and  support  Presi- 
dent Oompers  in  his  stand  for  the  League, 
and  are  in  hearty  accord  with  the  numlfesto 
of  the  International  Labor  Conference. 

The  Wilmington  Central  Labor  Union  does 
not  believe  that  "one  big  union"  principles 
should  be  adopted  by  the  Amerioan  Federa- 
tion Qt  Labor.  We  realise  that  the  remark- 
able progress  made  by  the  American  labor 
moTement  was  made  through  constant  educa- 
tion of  the  membership  of  the  trade  unions 
and  progression  gradually  with  each  further 
step  in  the  education  of  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  members  of  the  craft  unions. 

Tour  Committee  further  recommends  that 
the  following  paragraph  of  Resolution  No. 
35  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Interna- 
tional  Relations: 

We  recognize  in  Samuel  Oompers,  presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
the  greatest  labor  leader  in  the  world  living 
today,  and  we  realise  that  he  and  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  backed  up  and  sup- 
ported  by  the  rank  and  file  of  the  American 
labor  movemeiU,  were  the  present  factor  in 
•American  men  and  American  principles  win- 
ning finally  the  great  world  war.  We  believe 
in  the  League  of  Nations,  and  support 
President  Oompers  in  his  stand  for  the 
League,  and  are  in  hearty  accord  with  the 
manifesto  of  the  International  Labor  Con- 
ference The  Centnal  Labor  Union  does 
not  believe  that  "one  big  union"  principles 
should  be  adopted  by  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

Tour  Committee  recommends  that  the  res- 
olution as  amended,  with  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  International  Relations  of  the 
paragraph  referred  to.  be  adopted. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  tbe  Conunittee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Orow,  Machinists,  opposed  the 
report  of  the  Conmiittee  and  said  that  in 
his  opinion  the  Committee  had  brought  in 
a  r^ort  that  would  be  a  detriment  to  any 
organization  or  group  of  trades  that  in  their 
beet  judgment  believed  in  industrialisation 
or  the  bringing  together  of  the  trades  under 
one  organization.  He  said  he  objected  te 
the  principle  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  because  he  believed  that  the  mat- 
ter involved  was  one  solely  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  men  and  women  of  labor. 

President  Oompers   in   tbe  chair. 

Secretary  Frey:  The  Committee's  report 
has  no  bearing  whatever  upon  the  question 
of  amalgamation  of  the  bodies  composing 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.     No  one 


knows  better  than  the  delegate  who  Just  ad- 
dressed the  convention  that  the  term  "one 
big  union"  is  understood  to  be  a  form  of 
organisation  which  is  the  contrary  to  the 
one  that  has  developed  in  this  country.  The 
term  "one  big  union"  is  in  line  with  other 
resolutions  introduced  in  this  convention  in 
an  effort  to  have  us  abandon  the  trade 
union  movement  as  it  has  been  built  up  here. 
Tour  Committee  is  quite  well  convinced  that 
in  recommending  the  adoption  of  that  por- 
tion of  the  resolution  it  is  merely  recom- 
mending the  re-eDdoraement  of  the  polio.. 
ef  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted. 

Secretary  Frey  read  Resolutions  Nos.  132, 
153  and  192.  all  dealing  with  the  Irish 
question,  and  later  read  a  substitute  for  the 
three  resolutions.  The  resolutions  are  as 
follows : 

Resolution  No.  132 — ^By  Delegate  Wm.  F. 
Kavanaugh,  New  Jersey  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHBRBAS,  The  Irish  people  of  Ireland, 
have  for  centuries  sought  Independence  from 
Ikigland's  rule;  therefore,  be  it 

RB80LVBD.  That  we  the  representaUves 
of  the  American  Labor  movement  at  this  the 
39th  annual  convention,  go  on  record  as 
expressing  our  sympathy  for  the  aspirations 
of  the  Irish  people  for  a  government  of  their 
own  choosing. 

Resolution  No.  153 — By  Delegates  Peter 
J.  Brady,  Frank  Feeney,  William  L.  Hutch- 
eson,  Jas.  T.  Moriarity,  Matthew  Woll,  liar- 
tin  Ryan,  Thomas  T.  Redding,  Thomas  Kearc 
ney,   Chas.    Anderson,    A.    O.    Enright.  Jas. 

B.  Connors,  Frank  Kasten,  Wm.  J,  McGeory, 
J.  A.  Mclnemey,  Thomas  F.  McMabon, 
John  F.  Murphy.  P.  H.  McCarthy.  Daniel  J. 
O'Donnell,  Thomas  J.  Reagan,  P.  J.  Rooney, 

C.  J.  Boyle,  Frank  Duffy,  C.  L.  Baine,  John 
Carroll,  Jas.  O.  Allen,  J.  Hurley,  E.  W.  Ed- 
wards.Timothy  Healy,  T.  M.  Daly.  John  J. 
Sullivan.  Daniel  T.  McKlllop,  John  Ken- 
nedy, Pat  E.  Gorman,  Daniel  J.  Tobin,  Geo. 
B.  McGovem,  Oeo.  Leary,  S.  W.  Leonard, 
Walter  J.  Reddick,  Henry  F.  Hilfers.  H.  J. 
Conway,  R  A.  Cooney,  Frank  Farrlngton, 
George  A.  Traeey,  John  J.  Hynes,  John 
Bradley,  John  Sullivan.  Margaret  C.  Daley, 
Anna  Fitzgerald,  Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  W.  H. 
Lyons,  Jos^h  Proebstle,  Stephen  O'Donnell, 
Patrick  Crowley,  William  Toung,  William 
F.  Dwyer,  Michael  J.  Seanlan,  E.  F.  Wtelsh. 
W.  W.  Britton.  Jas.  P.  Holland,  A.  McAn- 
drew,  J.  J.  Doyle,  Edward  I.  Hannah,  An- 
drew C.  Hughes. 

WHEREAS,  The  people  of  Ireland  have,  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of  self-deter- 
mination enunciated  by  President  Woodrow 
Wilson,  through  the  peaceful  use  of  the  bal- 
lot, declared  in  no  uncertain  terms  demand 
for  the  sovereign  independence  of  their  coun- 
try and  have  already  established  in  Ireland 
a  Republic  of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and 
for  the  people  of  Ireland ;  and 

WHEREAS,  We.  the  delegates  to  this,  the 
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89th  Annual  (Convention  ot  the  Amertoan 
Federation  of  Labor  repreeontlng  tbe  liberty 
loTlng  oltlxens  of  Amerioak  realising  tbe  jua- 
tlce  of  the  clalma  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
to  national  existence  and  reaffirming  our 
belief  that  all  Just  governments  derive  their 
right  to  govern  through  the  consent  of  Uie 
governed;   therefore,   be  It 

RESOLVED.  That  we  most  heartily  ap- 
prove of  the  demands  of  the  people  of  Ireland 
and  call  upon  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  give  due  and  firm  recognition  to 
our  sister  republic,  Ireland,  and  be  It  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Secretary  Is  in- 
structed to  send  copies  of  this  resolution  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  each 
member  of  Congress,  to  the  people  of  Ire- 
land, through  their  chosen  officials,  and  that 
copies  be  given  to  the  press. 

Resolution  No.  192 — By  Delegate  Patrick 
J.  Cahlllam.  of  the  City  Employes  Local, 
No.   16,961. 

WHEREAS,  Political  democracy  Is  eseen- 
tial  to  human  progress  and  the  dvlllsed  na- 
tions of  the  world,  have  just  concluded 
the  most  terrific  struggle  in  all  history  in 
order  that  democracy  might  become  unlver- 
sal ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Those  nations  after  having 
beaten  the  armed  hordes  of  autocracy  are 
to  form  a  League  of  Nations  which  is  to  be 
founded  on  the  basis  of  allowing  each  of  tlM 
peoples  of  the  world  the  right  of  self  de- 
termination and  to  guarantee  to  those  smaller 
nations  immunity  from  attack  at  the  hands 
of  any  other  nation;  and 

WHI2RBAS,  There  can  never  be  real  de- 
mocracy so  long  as  one  group  of  people  are 
h^d  under  the  control  of  another  nation 
against  their  will,  and  so  long  as  this  con- 
dition obtains  with  regard  to  one  of  our 
allies  without  protest  from  us,  our  declara- 
tions for  democracy  are  a  snare  and  delu- 
sion ;  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  that  we  renew  our  declarations  that 
all  people  shall  be  free  to  determine  for 
themselves  the  government  under  which  they 
shall  exist;  and  be  it  further 

RSISOLVED,  That  we  place  ourselves  on 
record  as  favoring  self-determination  for  Ire- 
land and  urge  to  this  end  that  Great  Britain 
renounce  her  control  over  these  subject  peo- 
ple and  allow  them  to  work  out  their  own 
destinies;  and  be  It  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  pledge  our  unfalter- 
ing support  to  the'  Irish  people  In  their  strug- 
gle for  freedom  from  the  control  of  Great 
Britain. 

Secretary  Frey:  Tour  Committee  reoom* 
mends  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Res- 
olutions Nos.  132,  153  and  192: 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  affirm 
Its  well-considered  conviction  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  should  have  accorded  to  them 
the  unquestioned  right  to  determine  the 
form  of  government  under  which  they  should 
live ;  that  the  principle  of  self  determination 
of  small  nations  applies  with  as  much  force 
to  the  people  of  Ireland  as  to  any  of  the 
new  nations  recognized  by  the  Peace  Con- 
ference; and  that  the  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  be  and  are  hereby 
Instructed  to  convey  immediately  the  action 
of  this  convention  to  Congress  and  to  the 
President   of    the    United    States,    with    the 


request  that  the  convention's  action  be 
also  presented  to  the  Peace  Conference  by 
the  American  representatives  now  in  Paris. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Mahon,  Street  Railway  Employes, 
offered  the  following  amendment: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  earnestly  requests  the  American  Peace 
Commission  in  Versailles  to  endeavor  to  se- 
cure for  Edward  deValera.  Arthur  Grif- 
fiths, and  Count  George  Noble  Plunkett  a 
Clearing  befot^  said  Peace  Obnference.  in  or- 
der that  they  may  present  the  cause  of 
Ireland.     (Amendment  seconded). 

Later.  Delegate  McNultjr.  Electrical  Work- 
ers, offered  tba  following  as  an  amendment 
te  the  amendmeot: 

That  the  (Congress  of  the  United  States 
recognise  the  present  Irish  Republic  (Am- 
endment to  the  amendment  seconded). 

Delegate  Mahon  spoke  briefly  in  support 
of  his  amendment 

Delegate  Brady.  Photo  Engravers,  express- 
ed disappointment  at  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee and  felt  that  the  oonvenUon  should 
give  an  unqualified  recommendaUon  to  the 
United  SUtes  Congress  for  reoognlUon  of 
the  Irish  Republic  .    . 

Delegate  Connors,  Switchman,  supported 
the  view  expressed  by  Delegate  Brady,  and 
favored  the  re-commlttlng  of  Uie  «jfJ?fJ^ 
the  Committee  so  that  the  ^^^l^^tes  Inti^ 
ested  might  be  afforded  an  opportunity  to  be 

Committee,  said  "**^,™.rto  the  Commlt- 
Delegate  Healy  was  ^'^'^JT  ^. ^^i^  al- 

«ted    whenever    they    appeared    before    the 

^^S^J^at!^*  Feeney.  Elevator  Constructors^ 
favon^the  report  of  the  Committee  and  the 
amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Mahon. 

Delegate  Brady.  Photo  Engravers,  took  ex- 
ception to  the  statement  of  Vice-President 
Duncan  and  said  he  had  suggested  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  CJommlttee  that  it  would  be 
a  good  plan  to  announce  the  time  when  hear- 
ings would  be  had  on  this  particular  subject 

The  reconunendatlon  of  the  Committee  was 
again  read,  also  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate  Mahon. 
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President  Oompers:  Tou  haye  beard  the 
reiK>rt  of  the  Committee  and  the  amendment 
as  offcied  by  Delegate  Mabon.  It  has  been 
moTed  that  the  subject  matter  be  recommit- 
ted. 

Delegate  Gannon,  Mine,  Mill  and  Smelter 
Worlrera :  I  wish  to  epeak  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  re-conmut. 

Delegate  Ooughlln,  Brooklyn  Central  La- 
bor Union :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
Chairman  the  other  day  decided  that  a  mo- 
tion to  re-commlt  was  not  debatable. 

President  Qompers:  The  point  of  order 
Is  well  taken. 

The  motion  to  re-oommlt  was  lost 

Delegate  Cannon:  As  a  point  of  Infor- 
mation. Is  there  any  parliamentary  method 
now  by  which  we  can  substitute  a  declara- 
tion for  recognition  of  the  Irish  Republic 
Instead  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  ? 

President  Oompers:  The  Chair  Is  not  in 
a  position  to  decide  upon  a  hypothetical 
question.  The  Chair  will  decide  on  the  sub- 
jects matter  as  they  are  presented  to  this 
oonTentlon. 

Delegate  Cannon:  That  the  Chair  might 
have  an  opportunity  of  deciding  and  that 
we  might  get  this  matter  straightened  out, 
I  moTo  that  Resolution  No.  162  be  substitut- 
ed for  evenrthlng  before  the  house  at  the 
present  time. 

President  Oompers:  That  motion  is  out 
of  order.  The  Committee  r^rorts  a  substi- 
tute for  that  resolution  and  the  only  man- 
ner by  which  the  resolution  referred  to  by 
Delegate  Cannon  can  come  before  the  oon- 
Tentlon at  this  time  is  by  the  defeat  of  the 
Committee's  report,  and  In  no  other  way. 

Delegate  Cannon  then  made  a  statement 
of  some  length  in  which  he  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
not  entirely  fair,  and  that  if  the  report  of 
the  Committee  was  adopted  It  would  mean 
that  the  people  of  Ireland  were  put  in  the 
position  of  pleading  for  something  for  which 
they  have  been  struggling  for  hundreds  of 
years.  He  referred  to  the  Tarioua  other 
small  nations  which  were  granted  Indepen- 
dence by  the  action  of  the  Peace  Conference 
and  said  that  Ireland  was  as  much  entitled 
to  its  Independence  as  any  other  nation. 
He  closed  by  adTocatlng  the  adoption  of 
a  resolution  indicating  that  the  oonvention 
recognizes  the  right  of  ilea  people  of  Ireland 
to  self-government  and  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  reoognlie  the  Irish  Repub- 
lic. 

Secretary  Prey  defended  the  report  of 
the  Committee  and  said  that  in  drafting 
their  report  they  had  used  the  most  emphatic 
language  to  indicate  that  they  sunported  the 
people  of  Ireland  in  adopting  and  maintain- 
ing that  form  of  government  which  was  beet 
suited  to  them.  He  denied  the  allegation 
made  by  Delegate  Cannon  that  the  action  of 
the    Committee   was    unfair   or   inconsistent 


with  the  action  taken  at  the  Bt  Paul  eon- 
ventlon. 

Delegate  Cannon:  Would  the  Committee 
be  satisfied  to  include  In  that  report  the  fol- 
lowing: "And  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  be  requeeted  to  reoognlae  sneh 
Irish  Qovemment" 

Secretary  Frey:  I  am  not  authorized  to 
speak  for  the  Conunlttee,  but  as  Its  secre- 
tary I  can  say  that  much  time  was  devoted 
to  the  consideration  of  these  reeoluUons  and 
to  the  pre*«aratlon  of  the  Committee's  report, 
and  I  don't  believe  that  the  Committee  U 
now  prepared  to  In  any  way  alter  the  report 
which  it  submits,  particularly  in  view  of  the 
amendment  which  has  been  introduced  and 
which  I  take  it  for  granted  meeU  with  the 
approval  of   the  Committee. 

Delegate  Well,  Photo  Bngravera,  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  Committee's  report  and 
said,  in  part:  Were  there  a  doubt  as  to 
the  intent  and  purpose  of  the  Commit- 
tee's report  not  clearly  recognising  that 
government  which  the  Irish  people  have 
declared  for,  that  error,  or  indirection,  in 
cured  by  the  amendment,  which  calls  for 
that  recognition  and  which  gives  to  the 
Irish  people  the  right  to  have  the  repre- 
sentatives of  their  existing  government 
recognized  and  heard  by  the  Peace  Con- 
ference. I  feel  that  the  adoption  and  ap- 
proval of  the  amendment  and  the  Com- 
mittee's report  will  go  much  further  and 
will  be  the  more  prudent  course  for  us 
to  follow  in  getting  that  condition  of  life 
and  that  stability  of  government  which 
all  Irish  people  and  all  lovers  of  liberty 
are  so  anxious  to  i^ee  established  in  the 
unfortunate  country. 

Delegate  Qreen.  United  Mine  Workers, 
spoke  at  some  length  in  favor  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  expressing  the 
belief  that  there  was  embodied  in  that  re- 
port the  very  recognition  that  the  most 
ardent  supporters  of  the  Irish  cause  could 
ask  for. 

Delegate  McKillop,  Boiler  Makers,  1 
would  like  to  ask  the  Committee  if  they 
would  agree  to  insert  the  words  "any 
nation"  instead  of  "new  nation." 

Secretary  Frey:  No,  because  there  are 
some  nations  that  have  been  created  very 
recently  by  the  Peace  Conference  and 
the  Committee  has  stated  in  its  report 
that  the  Irish  people  were  entitled  to  as 
much  recognition  and  to  the  same  rights 
as  have  been  given  to  those  new  nations. 

Delegate  McKillop  stated  that  he  re- 
sented the  contention  of  some  delegates 
that  Ireland  had  not  done  her  part  in  the 
war  and  then  read  at  some  length  from 
the  Congressional  Record  of  December  12, 
1918,  (Document  No.  1832.  "The  Irtsh 
Question" — Hearings  Before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs).  The  statistics 
quoted   showed    that   according    to    Lord 
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Wlmbome's  report  to  Lord  Kitchener,  of 
January  14,  1916,  there  were  51.046  Irish- 
men serving  as  regulars  and  reservists 
In  the  British  Army  in  Ausrust,  1914.  Ac- 
cording to  Sir  Eric  Oeddes,  in  the  House 
ot  Commons,  there  were,  up  to  1918,  170.- 
000  enlistments  in  Ireland.  According-  to 
the  statement  of  Mr.  T.  P.  O'Connor.  M. 
P.,  there  were  over  35,000  Irish  boys  tem- 
porarily employed  away  from  home  who 
enlisted  in  E^ngrllsh  and  Scotch  regiments 
in  1914-15.  According  to  Lord  Wim- 
bome*s  report  there  were  8.646  Irishmen 
in  the  English  Navy.  In  1918  there  were 
over  7,000  enlistments  in  Ireland,  and  ac- 
cording to  a  most  conservative  estimate 
of  the  naval  reservists  and  naval  enlist- 
ments later  the  number  is  put  at  4,000, 
making  a  total  of  275,592  Irishmen  fight- 
ing in  the  Ehiglish  Army  and  Navy  dur- 
ing this  war.  In  January.  1916,  Lord 
Wlmbome,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
reported  to  Lord  Kitchener  that  there 
were  then  only  about  400,000  single  men 
of  military  age  in  Ireland;  that  of  these 
at  least  252,000  were  essential  to  agricul- 
ture, and  other  industries  would  absorb 
about  48.000,  which  left  a  balemce  of  pos- 
sibly 100,000  men  available  for  the  army. 

After  quoting  the  above  statistics  and 
reading  other  sections  from  the  Congres- 
sional Record,  Delegate  McKillop  closed 
his  statement  with  an  appeal  for  the 
adoption  of  the  original  resolution. 

Upon  motion,  debate  was  closed.  There 
being  some  doubt  as  to  the  viva  voce 
vote  on  closing  debate,  a  division  was 
called  for  and  the  vote  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 150  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  close 
debate,  181  against. 

Delegate  McNulty,  Electrical  Workers, 
then  offered  the  amendment  to  the  am- 
endment, previously  quoted,  which  was 
as  follows: 

"That  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  recognize  the  present  Irish  Re- 
public." 

The  amendment  was  seconded  by  Dele- 
gate Connors  of  the  Switchmen,  and  other 
delegates. 

At  this  point  President  Gompers  in- 
formed the  visitors  to  the  convention  that 
they  were  welcome  to  attend  the  ses- 
sions, but  that  they  must  not,  by  any 
demonstration,  voice  their  approval  or 
disapproval  of  any  measure  before  the 
convention. 

Delegate  Clarke,  Flint  Glass  Workers. 
Delegate  Foley,  Barbers,  and  Delegate 
Mahon,  Street  Railway  Employees,  spoke 
in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
and  the  amendments. 

Delegate  Daly  favored  the  resolution  of 
the  Oommittee  and  the  amendment  offered  by 
Delegate   Mahon.     He   said   he   was   fearful 


lest  some  of  the  delegatei,  in  their  enthn- 
siaam,  would  go  too  far  and  defeat  the  very 
ends  they  abnght  to  achieve. 

Upon  motion,  debate  was  closed. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  of- 
fered by  Delegate  McNulty  was  adopted. 
The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Ma- 
hon was  also  adopted.  The  report  of  the 
Committee,  as  amended,  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Oompvlsory  MSUtary  Benrlce. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion (pp.  66  and  67),  your  committee  rec- 
ommends that  all  of  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed in  this  section  of  the  report  be 
approved. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopts 
ed. 

Behabilltatton  Bills. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion (p.  83),  your  committee  reports  as 
follows: 

We  congratulate  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil upon  the  passage  of  the  Rehabilitation 
Bills  and  regret  the  failure  of  Congress 
to  enact  into  law  the  amendment  known 
as  S.  4922,  and  we  recommend  that  the 
Executive  Council  continue  its  efforts  to 
have  this  amendment  enacted  into  law. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Mfwiwimn  Wsgo  LegUUHon. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion, pa^es  84  and  86,  your  committee 
notes  with  Interest  the  enactment  of  the 
measure  and  the  results  which  followed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

The  Kolan  Bill. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion, page  85,  your  committee  recom- 
mends that  the  Executive  Council  be  in- 
structed to  actively  assist  in  securing  the 
passage  of  a  similar  measure  if  it  is  in- 
troduced in  Congress. 

The  report  of  the  committee  w€is  adopt- 
ed. 

Betirement    System    for    Bmployees    In   tlis 
OUssifled  OlvU  S«r?lee. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  this  caption, 
page  89,  your  committee  recommends  that 
the  Executive  Council  be  instructed  to 
continue  its  efforts  to  secure  the  enact- 
ment of  the  measure. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 
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"Work  OT  Fight"  in  tlM  Draft  BIIL 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  this  caption, 
pa^rea  89  and  90,  your  committee  com- 
mends the  executive  officials  at  head- 
quarters for  their  prompt  action  in  pre- 
ventinjr  the  enactment  of  the  Reed-Thom- 
as amendment. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Woman  Suffrage. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
E<xecutive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion, pa^es  91  and  92.  your  committee 
notes  with  satisfaction  that  since  this  re- 
port was  written  the  Senate  has  enacted 
the  measure. 

The  report  of  the  committee  wm  adopted. 

Railroad  Operation. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Elzecutive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion, page  94.  your  committee  reports  as 
follows: 

Your  committee  reports  that  it  also 
considered,  in  connection  with  the  above 
subject  matter.  Resolution  No.  180,  which 
is  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  180— By  Delegates  A.  O. 
Wharton.  International  Association  of 
Machinists;  James  P.  Noonan.  Intema«> 
tional  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers; 
John  J.  Hynes.  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal 
Workers'  International  Alliance;  J.  W. 
Kline.  International  Blacksmiths'  and 
Helpers';  Louis  Weyand,  International 
Brotherhood  of  Boiler  BCakers;  S.  E.  Heb- 
erllng.  Switchmen's  Union;  Martin  P. 
Ryan.  A.  B.  Barker.  United  Brotherhood 
Maintenance  of  Way  and  Railroad  Shop 
Laborers;  J.  J.  Forrester,  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Clerks;  E.  J.  Manlon. 

WHEREAS.  There  is  now  pending  be- 
fore the  American  people  and  their  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress  the  political  solu- 
tion  of  the  railway  problem:  and 

WHEREAS.  Every  human  and  Indus- 
trial activity,  the  life  of  every  communi- 
ty, and  the  happiness  and  the  prosperity 
of  every  citisen  are  dependent  upon  the 
wolution  of  this  problem,  and 

WHEREAS.  It  is  demanded  by  the  pri- 
vate owners  of  these  properties  as  the 
condition  on  which  they  will  resume  the 
control  and  operation  thereof,  that  the 
people  of  America  guarantee  them  priv- 
ileges which  they  have  not  heretofore  en- 
Joyed,  to  wit.  the  right  to  earn  a  guaran- 
teed return  on  the  property  investment 
account  of  the  railway  companies;  and 

WHEREAS.  Such  a  guarantee  would 
make  valid  as  a  direct  obligation  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  all  fictitious 
securities,  stock  dividends,  and  discount- 
ed bonds  issued  by  the  railroads  without 
consideration  and  representing  no  service 
to  the  American  people;  and 


WHEREAS.  In  order  to  make  good 
such  guarantee,  rates  must  be  raised  far 
in  excess  of  the  level  now  fixed,  or.  in 
default  of  such  increase  in  rates,  wages 
must  be  reduced  far  below  the  level  now 
fixed,  or  both;  and 

WHEREAS.  There  has  been  presented 
to  the  Senate  Committer)  on  Interstate 
Commerce,  and  will  shortly  be  introduced 
In  Congress  the  plan  for  a  reorganization 
of  this  industry  originating  with  the  rail- 
way employees;  and 

WHEREAS.  Labor's  plan  so  presented 
provides  for  immediate  public  ownership 
of  these  properties,  the  protection  of  ev- 
ery honest  dollar  actually  invested,  and 
the  aasurance  of  an  adequate  return  on 
such  investment  without  any  increase  in 
rates;  and 

WHEREAS.  Labor's  plan  provides  for 
Joint  control  of  the  industry  through  a 
Board  of  Directors  representing  equally 
the  wage-earner,  management,  and  the 
public;  and 

WHEREAS,  Said  plan  guarantees  to 
the  public  the  protection  of  its  interests 
in  procuriner  ultimately  service  at  cost, 
and  at  the  same  time  secure  to  the  wa^ 
earner  a  fair  share  of  the  profits  produc- 
ed  by  his  skill,  efficiency  and   economy; 

and 

WHERE^AB.  Labor's  plan  provides  for 
the  full  protection  of  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  wage  earners  as  a  class 
without  invading  the  rights  of  any  other 
classes  of  society,  and  at  the  same  time 
throws  wide  the  golden  gate  of  opportun- 
ity for  the  full  development  of  the  pow- 
ers of  initiative,  inherent  to  every  indi- 
vidual; now.  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  by  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  we  hereby  approve,  endorse 
and  adopt  the  plan  for  the  re-organiza- 
tion of  the  railway  industry,  presented  to 
the  Senate  Committee  on  Interstate  Com- 
merce on  behalf  of  the  Railroad  Employes 
represented  by  the  following  organiza- 
tions: International  Association  of  Ma- 
chinists. Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  En- 
gineers. Brotherhood  Railway  Carmen  of 
America.  International  Brotherhood 
Blacksmiths  and  Helpers,  International 
Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers,  Bro- 
therhood Railroad  Trainmen,  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America.  Brotherhood 
Railway  Clerks.  Brotherhood  of  Locomo- 
tive BSngineers  and  Enginemen.  Sheet 
Metal  Workers'  International  Alliance, 
Order  Railroad  Conductors.  Order  Rail- 
road Telegrraphers.  United  Brotherhood 
Maintenance  of  Way  and  Railroad  Shop 
Laborers.  International  Brotherhood  Boil- 
ermakers. Iron  Shipbuilders  and  Helpers 
of  America,  by  A.  B.  Gkirretson.  Orand 
Chief  of  the  Order  Railroad  Conductors 
and  Glenn  E.  Plumb,  their  counsel;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  hereby  pledge 
ourselves  to  use  every  legitimate  en- 
deavor to  promote  the  enactment  of  this 
plan  into  law. 

With  reference  to  the  subject  matter 
contained  in  the  Executive  Council's  re- 
port and  in  the  above  resolution,  your 
committee,  in  submitting  a  declaration  in 
favor  of  ownership  or  control  of  railroads 
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by  the  United  States  govemment,  recom- 
mends that  inasmuch  aa  the  details  con- 
nected with  the  same  are  at  present  In  s 
formative  staare.  the  subject  matter  be 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council  with  in- 
structions to  cooperate  with  the  organiza- 
tions representing  the  Railroad  Employes. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Mast  Packliig  Monopoly. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion, page  97,  your  committee  recom- 
mends that  the  Executive  Council  be  in- 
structed to  have  a  measure  introduced 
in  Congrress  which  will  prevent  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  monopolistic  control  over 
food  products  now  exercised  by  the  meat 
packers. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

National  War  Housing. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  imder  the  above  cap- 
tion, page  99,  your  committee  recommends 
that  the  Executive  Council  be  instructed 
to  prepare  a  measure  to  be  introduced  in 
Congress  providing  that  the  buildings 
erected  to  supply  housing  facilities  by  the 
government  should  not  be  permitted  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  speculators,  but 
wherever  these  houses  are  suitably  situ- 
ated for  continued  occupancy  they  should 
be  sold  preferably  to  workers,  under  mod- 
.  erate  rates  of  payment 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Postal  Wage  Legislation. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion, page  104,  your  committee  recom- 
mends that  the  Executive  Council  be  in- 
structed to  continue  to  assist  the  Postal 
Employees  in  securing  the  desired  legis- 
lation. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Navy  Yard  and  Arsenal  Services. ' 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Elxecutlve  Council  under  the  above  cap- 
tion,   page    105.    your   committee   recom- 


mends that  the  ExecuUve  Council  be  in- 
structed to  continue  its  efforts  to  assist 
the  Navy  Yard  and  Arsenal  Employes  in 
securing  the  desired  legisUtlon. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  7— By  Delegate  (Jeorga 
A.  Tracy,  of  the  California  State  Feder- 
atlon  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  It  has  become  the  pracUce 
of  manufacturers,  producers  and  others 
to  accumulate  and  hoard  large  quanti- 
ties of  commodities,  foods,  products,  dairy 
products,  goods,  wearing  apparel  and  ar- 
ticles entering  the  manufacture  of  wear- 
ing apparel;  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  practice  leads  to  ar- 
tlflclal  conditions  of  distribution,  panics, 
speculation,  price  fixing,  industral  unrest, 
impure  and  deteriorated  goods,  foods  and 
food  products,  wearing  apparel  and  arti- 
cles entering  Into  their  manufacture,  be- 
ing disposed  of  In  ways  and  by  methods 
oUier  ttian  by  natural  distribution  meth- 
ods;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  body  call  upon 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Legislatures  of  the  various  States  to  en- 
act laws  compelling  each  and  every  box, 
barrel,  bottle,  can,  carton  or  container  of 
such  foods,  or  food  products,  and  each 
Mid  every  article  of  wearing  apparel  or 
article  entering  the  manufacture  of  wear- 
ing apparel,  to  bear  an  Imprint  of  the  data 
of  Its  growtti,  origin,  production  of  manur 
facture.  and  if  any  of  such  foods,  food 
products,  dairy  products,  wearing  appar- 
el or  article  entering  the  manufacture 
thereof,  be  stored,  the  date  of  such  stor- 
2*^1-*°  ^^  imprinted  thereon;  and  be  It 
lurtner 

RESOLVED.  That  this  body  call  upon 
JJ®  f^H/^T^?^  ^^  ^^®  United  States  a^d 
the  legislatures  of  the  various  States  to 
provide  in  the  aforesaid  laws  a  time  limit 
within  which  any  of  aforesaid  stamped 
foods,  food  products,  wearing  appareL 
etc..  shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the^oS 
8"™er.  on  penalty  of  confiscation,  or  fine. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the 
resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  with  Instructions  to  have  a  meas- 
ure prepared  for  Introduction  In  Congress 
embodying  the  substance  and  intent  of 
the  resolution. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 

At  12.40  the  convention  was  adjourned 
to  reconvene  at  2.80  p.  m. 


SEVENTH  DAY-Tuesday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2.80 
o'clock  Tuesday  afternoon,  June  17th»  Presi- 
dent  Gompers    in   the  chair. 

Absentees — Jackson,  Thompson,  Shea, 
SehnHs,  Tonrison,  Carter,  Xanady,  Mesze- 
copo*  Campbell^  Bradley,  Priestly,  Taylor, 
Griffith,    Wessel,    Fink,   O'Donnell,    St^hen, 


SVnJi'    i?'^*^    Owens,     Hoffman,     Davis. 
SchUdt,    Howard.    Cooney,    Mordecai,    Hotch 

HeiT"D«w*^i'*^'^i    ^J^«y'    Cone.    Heft^ 
Heml.    Dold.    Schneider,    Conway.    Peeney. 

Delegate   Ganthier.   Machinists:   I  desire  to 

eaU  the  attention  of  the  convention  to  a  setw 

ious    situation    that   exists    in    the    plant   of 
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WiUyB-OTerUnd  Automobile  Company  In  To- 
ledo. Ohio,  where  membere  of  elarht  dif- 
ferent orgmnisationi  affiliated  with  the  Amer^ 
lean  Federation  of  Labor  are  locked  out. 
The  Mmipany.  through  one  of  lie  agencies 
haa  brought  the  entire  matter  into  the  Fed- 
eral oonrta.  and  a  serona  situation  exlata. 
The  company  haa  operated  thia  plant  f6r  the 
last  three  years  on  a  basic  'orty-flre-honr 
week.  When  onr  wage  scales  expired  this 
year  the  trades  concerned  offered  a  new  a- 
greement,  to  be  effective  April  1.  During  AprU 
the  company  notified  members  ol  our  organi- 
sation that  they  would  esUblish  a  forty-eight 
hour  basic  week,  thereby  Increasing  the 
hours  three  per  week.  They  also  said  that 
the  plan  of  representing  Tarious  organiza- 
tions by  committee  would  be  supplanted  by 
a  plan  instituted  by  the  company.  In  the 
classification  of  the  work  they  csUUished 
fire  grades  for  each  of  the  mechanical 
trades,  whch  was  so  manifestly  unfair  the 
members  of  the  respectiTe  organisations  de- 
cided by  unanimous  Tote  to  leaTe  off  work  «t 
the  end  of  the  eight-hour  period,  which  they 
did,  and  as  a  conseouenoe  on  Tuesday  mom- 
ng.  Blay  6th,  they  were  locked  out  of  the 
plant. 

I  desire  at  this  time  to  have  the  convention 
authorise  President  Gompers  to  name  a  com- 
mittee of  two  representing  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  immediately  to  make 
an  investigation  of  this  affair  and  proeeea 
with  the  idea  of  bringing  about  an  adjust- 
ment before  this  convention  adjourns.  Mr. 
Ohairman,  I  move  to  that  effect.  (Seoondud 
and  carried.) 

Delegate  Schmidt.  Butcher  Workmen.  ol>- 
taii^ed  unanimous  consent  for  the  introduction 
of  a  reaolution.  and  submitted  the  following: 

Resolution  No.  219— By  Delegates  Fred 
Schmidt,  John  F.  Hart,  John  Kennedy. 
Amalgamated  Heat  Cutters  and  Butehera* 
Workmen    of    North    America. 

WHEREAS,  The  employees  of  the  John  F. 
Jelke.  Butterine  Co..  of  Chicago.  BL.  have 
been  forced  on  a  strike  by  the  nxifair  tactiea 
of  this  concern,  and 

WHEREAS,    The    Amalgamated   Meat   Out- 
-  -      -       —    -  -  "oiBi 


ters  and  Butcher  Workmen  of  Nox 
ca,  under  whose  jurisdiction  those  empoyeea 
are  organised,  have  authorised  thia  strlKv, 
now  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED;  That  the  American  Feoera- 
tion  of  Labor  in  convention  assembled,  en- 
dorses the  action  of  the  Amalgamated  Meat 
Cutters  and  Butcher  Workmen,  and  be  {t 
further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  pledges  its  undivided  moral 
support  in  the  execution  of  this  strike,  and 
instructs  its  delegates  to  bring  this  matter 
to  the  attention  of  their  membership  at  the 
earliest    possible    asoment. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Organisation. 

President  Gompers:  The  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Buildtng  Trades  aaks  that 
Rcaelntloii  No.   140  be  referred  to  the  Com- 


mtttee  on  Adjwtment.  aa  tt  deala  with  ■ 
matter  upon  which  that  Committee  haa  al- 
ready taken  a  position.  If  there  are  bo 
objections,  it  will  be  so  referred.  Hearing 
none,  it  is  so  referred. 

REPORT  OF  OOMMITTRE  ON  RS80- 
LimONS 

Delegate  Frey.  Secretary  of  the  Committee 
reported  as  foUows:  The  following  resom- 
tions.  Nos.  10  and  65.  deaUng  with  the  aame 
subject  matter,  are  covered  in  one  report  by 
the  Committee: 

Resolution  No.  10— By  DeegaU  J.  Deut«- 
baum.    of   the    Detroit   Federation   of    Labor. 

By  instructions —  ^    ^       .  ^^ 

RESOLVED.,    That    this,    the    Thrg-mnth 

Annual  Convention  of  *»»«  Af«",f*^J^*^Si 
tion  of  Labor,  go  on  record  to  change  Labor 
Da?  from  the  first  Monday  in  .Sept«nber  to 
|£y  flnit.  and  that  the  incoming  ^ecutiv^ 
CouncU  bi  and  is  hereby  instructed,  to  «m|y 
out  ttie  intent  and  purposes  of  this  resolu- 
tion during  their  term  of  ofllce. 

Reaolution  No.  66— By  DdegaU  C.  A- 
Strickland,  of  the  Central  Labor  Council,  of 
Portland.   Oregon. 

WHEREAS.  Any  »<>▼«»?*  «>;J~^?'„!|r 
tkm  at  the  present  time  which  does  not  pro-  . 
iSte  the    id'Ja   of    "•olidarity"    in   the   «i^ 
of    labor    is    a    dangeroua    and    disintegrat- 
Ing  agency;   and 

WHEREAS.  The  American  Labor  Day  as 
reeo^ds^  aiid  ci^brated  o»  the  first  Moup 
day  in  September  of  each  year,  sCarUng  « 
it  did  from  a  successful  k>cal  picnic  or  jol- 
lification. WM  "boosted"  into  national  prom^ 
nenc^  by  designing  poUticians.  to  prevent 
the  European  Labor  Day  becoming  a  wona- 
wide  adhesive  power;  and 

WHEREAS.  With  this  bond  of  unity  being 
made  a  tie  of  affection  to  bind  all  the  world 
of  labor  into  an  universal  brotherhood,  ana 
vrith  working  agreemento  wid  union  cfntiacts 
with  the  employers  terminating,  all  *t  a 
given  time  would  prove  a  valuable  help  in 
tC  task  of  "getting  the  boss  off  our  back  r 
therefore,    be    it  .    ^     ^ 

RESOLVED  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  doea  hereby  declare  the  Labor  Day 
aa  heretofore  recognised  and  oeleb«ted  on 
thw  first  Monday  In  September  to  he  aban- 
doned and  of  no  effect;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  next  Labor  Day  to 
be  recognised  and  celebrated  aa  "labor's 
^  Day  of  Independence"  shall  be  on  Msj 
1.  1020,  and  on  the  aame  date  of  May  1,  of 
each  year  thereafter. 

Your  committee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence  irth  these  resolutions. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Deutelbaum  opposed  the  reoom- 
mendation  of  the  Committee  and  urged  tHe 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  sUted  there 
was  no  plaee  in  the  civUixed  world,  outsiae 
of  the  United  Stat^  and  Canada,  where 
Labor  Day  waa  obaerved  on  any  other  day 
except  May  1st.  and    the   object   in  presen- 
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tins  the  reioliitioii  wm  "to  enable  labor  the 
world  over  to  bold  oommnnlon  on  tbe  same 
daj  and  in  that  waj  help  to  ooment  frater- 
nal rdatione  between  tbe  laboring  men  oi 
the  world.**  He  stated  further  that  the  reM> 
hiton  was  Introduced  by  instroetion  of  tbe 
Central    Labor   Union   of   Detroit. 

Ddegate  Sehoenbers,  Machinists,  opposed 
tbe  recommendation  of  tbe  Committee  and 
urged  the  adoption  of  the  rasolutions.  He 
gave  as  one  reason  for  favoring  th^a  change 
the  practice  of  most  organisations  of  making 
their  agreements  to  terminate  the  last  day 
of  April,  and  tbe  celebration  of  Labor  Day 
on  the  first  day  of  Bftay  would  have  a  favor- 
able effect  on  these  agreements.  In  condncf- 
ing  he  said  "I  think  it  is  not  right  for  the 
American  labor  movement  to  celebrate  in 
September,  on  a  day  that  was  not  selected 
by  itself  but  was  given  to  ns  by  somebo<ly 
else.  We  want  a  day  given  to  labor  by 
labor  itself." 

Secretary  Frey,  in  replying  to  the  last 
statement  of  Delegate  Schoenberg,  said  tn 
part:  "It  is  rather  peculiar  to  hear  a  traoa 
unionist  get  up  in  our  convention  and  say 
that  our  Labor  Day  was  given  us  by  some- 
body. Labor  Day  was  esUUished  in  this 
country,  not  by  a  political  party,  not  by  poli- 
ticians, but  by  organised  trade  unionists.  It 
is  the  only  Labor  Day  celebrated  anywhere  in 
the  world  that  had  its  origin  and  has  been 
maintained  by  trad»  unionists.  I  hope  there  is 
no  intention  on  the  part  of  those  who  favor 
the  resolution  to  couple  up  trade  unionism 
with  May  1st  in  Europe,  which,  whQe  it  has 
always  been  celebrated  by  workers  in  most 
European  countries,  has  always  taken  on  a 
more  political  character  than  an  inabstrial 
eharacter.  Labor  Day,  September  Ist,  is  the 
only  holiday  celebrated  by  labor  anywhere  In 
the  world  that  was  established  by  organized 
labor  working  through  the  trade  union  move- 
ment.** 

Delegate  Strickland,  Portland.  Ore.,  urged 
the  adoption  of  Resolution  No.  66  and  op- 
posed the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Delegate  Selinsky,  Joumesrman  Tailors, 
opposed  the  recommendation  and  urged  the 
adoption  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  resolu- 
tions read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Commit- 
tee. He  read  a  circular  letter  sent  out  by 
the  Journeyman  Tailors'  International  Union 
to  all  its  affiliated  locals  in  favor  of  the 
ebange  in  the  date  of  Labor  Day. 

President  Gk>mpers:  "Probably  some 
might  like  further  light  thrown  upon  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion.  The  American  Labor 
Day  was  inaugurated  by  a  parade  in  New 
Tork  City  of  the  men  of  labor,  before  any 
law  was  put  on  the  statute  books  of  the 
United  States  or  of  any  of  the  states  affect- 
ing Labor  Day.  The  man  in  whose  brain 
that  thought  for  Labor  Day  was  generated 
was  ona  of  those  who  helped  to  found  the 


American  Federation  of  Labor,  the  founder 
and  organizer  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America,  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  the  late  P.  J.  McChiire. 
Later  the  American  Labor  Movement  de- 
manded at  the  hands  of  Congress  and  of  the 
Legislatures  of  our  various  states  that  the 
first  Monday  in  September  should  be  made  a 
legal  holiday  and  be  known  as  Labor  Day. 
and  if  there  were  politicians  who  had  any 
connection  with  the  creation  of  Labor  J>ay  as 
a  legal  holiday  it  was  the  politicians  who 
yielded  to  the  demand  of  organised  labor." 

In  1889  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor undertook  to  organize  a  movement  in 
reference  to  the  eight-hour  work  day,  and 
the  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners 
made  application  to  the  Executive  Council  to 
be  selected  as  tlve  organization  of  labor  of 
America  to  make  the  demand,  and  that  or- 
ganized labor  of  every  industry  should  mor- 
ally and  financially  support  that  organization 
in  making  the  fight.  That  declaration  was 
made.     The  Carpenters  wdT9  chosen. 

There  was  to  be  an  International  Congress 
held  in  Paris  in  connection  with  the  World's 
Exposition  of  that  year,  and  it  fell  to  me  to 
w*ite  a  letter  to  that  Congress.     That  letter 

***?H*,.^'^*ii*^y  ^^y  *^e  l**e  Hugh  McGregor 
and  John  F.  O'Sullivan,  to  t&t  CongrSa 
asked  that  the  Congress  make  some  declara- 
tion of  international  sympathy  with  the  Amer- 
ican labor  movem»nt,  and  particularly  with 
the  carpenters  in  their  general  demand  for  the 
eight-hour  day.  I  appealed  to  the  Paris  Con- 
ference to  hold  demonstrations  on  May  first 
m  all  parts  of  Europe  in  sympathy  with  the 
carpenters  in  their  movement  for  the  eight- 
hour  da-  and  as  a  result  of  the  vote  a  zeao- 
lution  .8  adopted  by  that  Congress  in  oom- 
plianc<  and  out  of  that  the  May-day  celebra- 
tion rt^ulted  in  Europe.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  idea  originated  heie  and  was  cairied  ii 
Europe. 

In  Germany,  Austria,  Italy  and  France- 
it  isn't  observed  at  all  in  Great  Britain— 
when  they  have  a  celebration  of  their  labor 
day.  May  first,  it  is  held  on  Sunday  or  in  the 
evening.  They  haven't  the  temerity  or  the 
strength  or  the  independence  to  take  the  day 
for  themselves.  I  question  whether  we  who 
are  the  originators  of  the  thought  of  Labor 
Day  should  fall  in  line  and  celebrate  it  at 
another  date  than  the  one  we  have  selected. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Deutelbaum,  Detroit  Federation 
of  Labor;  Delegate  Selinsky,  Journeyman 
Tailors;  Delegate  Kaufman  and  Delegate 
Liebowitx,  Fur  Workers,  desire  to  be  re- 
corded as  voting  against  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions   Nos.   10  and  66. 

The  follovring  resolutions,  Nos.  9,  86,  and 
189,    dealing   with   similar   subjects   matter, 
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were  considered  together  by  the  Committee: 

Resolution  No.  9 — By  Delegate  Peter  Bol- 
lenbacher.  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation 
of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  It  is  alleged  that,  dne  to  a 
blockade  of  Russian  ports,  starvation  is 
rampant  in  Russia,  causing  thousands  or 
deaths    and    much    suffering;    and 

WHEREAS,  As  laboring  people,  we  be- 
lieve that  democracy  calls  for  alleviation  of 
suffering  and  that  food  should  not  be  de- 
nied to  any  people  or  nation  not  at  war  with 
this   country;   and 

WHEREAS,  We  hold  further  that,  as  a 
democracy,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  nothing  to 
interfere  in  the  form  of  government  de- 
sired by  any  people;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,    By    the    Pennsylvania    Fed- 
eration of  Labor  that  we  recommend  to  the 
Annual  Convention  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  that  it  take  such  steps   as  T 
are  necessary  to  lift  the  alleged  blockade  of    i 
Russian  ports  and  to  do  all  in  their  power    } 
to   permit    food,    clothing,    etc.,    to    be    lor- 
warded  to  the  Russian  people. 


militarism,  and  does  now  most  respectfully 
request  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
Woodrow  Wilson,  as  commander-in-chief  of 
the  armies  and  navies  of  this  United  States, 
to  use  his  authority  for  the  purpose  of  with- 
drawing all  American  forces  from  foreign 
countries,  and  we  wish  to  especially  mention 
Russia,  and  other  European  countries  which 
are  now  wholly  or  partially  occupied  by 
American  troops,  and  that  they  be  returned 
to  their  homes  and  demobilized  as  rapidly 
as  transportation  can  be  available;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  copy  'be  sent  to  Secre- 
tary of  War  Baker,  and. that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  be  notified  of  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions,  and  that  organ- 
ised labor  throughout  the  world  be  informed 
of  the  ^<'»ini^  ^f  *\ti«   ^'iy 


R«w>lulluu  Wu.  SIT' By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  of 
Portland,    Ore. 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  published  in  the 
daily  press,  that  on  the  request  of  President 
Wilson,  two  divisions  of  the  American  Army 
which  were  scheduled  for  an  early  return 
home  are  to  be  retained  in  the  Army  of  Oc- 
cupation indefinitely,  and  as  it  appears  to 
be  the  plan  of  Secretary  of  War  Baker  and 
Chief  of  Staff  March  to  maintain  five  divi- 
sions of  the  American  Army  in  the  Army  of 
Occupation  in  Europe;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  reported  to  be  the  plans 
of  and  the  intention  of  Secretary  4>f  War 
Baker  and  Chief  of  Staff  March  to  maintain 
a  standing  army  of  not  less  than  600,000  or 
more  for  at  least  one  year;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  further  reported  that  it 
is  the  plan  of  the  militarists  of  this  country 
to  enforce  military  training  in  the  colleges 
and  other  institutions  of  learning  through- 
out this  country;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  majority  of  the 
armies  and  navies  of  the  world  are.  ob- 
tained from  the  laboring  class  of  the  world; 
and 

WHERXSAS,  The  laborers  of  the  world 
pay  all  the  exx>enses  of  all  military  opera- 
tions, and  are  thereby  providing  lucrative 
positions  for  certain  individuals  who  thrive 
off  the  armies  and  navies  of  the  world,  and 
who  are  anxious  to  retain  their  official  po- 
sitions  in  the  armies  and  navies;  and 

WHEREAS,  Labor  believes  that  the  bet- 
ter interests  of  a  nation  would  be  perma- 
nently secured  if  the  vast  sums  which  are 
used  for  military  purposes,  such  as  main- 
taining large  armies  and  navies,  were  used 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  and  con- 
structing permanent  trans-continental  high- 
ways across  our  country,  and  providing  im- 
provements which  would  prove  of  real  bene- 
fit to  the  present  society  and  to  the  future 
generations  which  may  come;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  its  finality  labor  is  opposed 
to  wars,  and  to  all  education  which  tends 
to  train  men's  minds  for  war.  with  all  the 
resultant  destruction  of  life  and  property; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  do 
hereby  voice  a  protest  against  all  forms  of 


ICesoIutlon   No.    189 — By    Delegate    James 

A.  Duncan.     By  instructions  of  the  Seattle  _ 

Central    Labor    Council.  -^ 

WHEREAS,  The  workers  of  Russia  are 
'Endeavoring  to  establish  in  their  country 
a  government  of,  by,  and  for  the  workers; 
and 

WHEREAS.  We  find  the  capitalists  of  the 
whole  world  seeking  to  annul  their  efforts 
by  every  conceivable,  underhanded  method 
known  to  them,  such  as  starving  the  people 
of  Russia  to  a  blockade,  intervention  by 
Japanese,  our  allies,  and  U.  S.  troops  with- 
out the  consent  of  Congress,  and  assisting 
financially  the  counter-revolutionists  of  the 
old  Czar  regime;  all  of  which  methods  are 
out  of  harmony  with  Justice,  progress,  civil- 
ization and  democracy;  and 

WHEREAS.  We  believe  the  workers  of 
America  have  the  power  to  prevent  the 
capiUlists  of  the  United  SUtes  from  carry- 
ing out  their  part  in  the  plans  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  new  workingmen's  govern- 
ment of  Russia;  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  Steam  and  Ma- 
rine Fitters,  Local  Union  No.  478,  of  Seattle, 
Wash.,  urge  the  Seattle  Central  Labor  Coun- 
cil and  the  Washington  SUte  Federation  of 
Labor  to  call  upon  Congress  to  immediately 
order  the  withdrawal  of  United  States  troops 
from  Russia  and  give  recognition  to  the 
Soviet  government  of  Russia;  and.  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  above-named  labor 
bodies  be  requested  to  join  in  calling  upon 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  at  its  June,  1919,  convention 
to  request  all  internationals  affiliated  to 
immediately  prepare  and  send  out  ballots 
to  all  local,  unions  to  ascertain  the  sentiment 
of  the  membership  upon  the  question  of 
recognition  by  the  United  Stotes  Govern- 
ment of  the  Russian  Soviet  government; 
such    ballot    to    contain    nothing    pertaining 

to   the  subject  except  the   plain   question 

Are  you  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
Government  giving  recognition  to  the  Rus- 
sian Soviet  government?'* 

With  the  usual  provision  for  noting  the 
expression,  the  result  of  such  referendum 
1  u'*^^^"^,*  »"»<*«  ^  <^be  conduct  of  all 
labor  officials  and  unionists  generally  re- 
garding this   question. 

Respectfully    submitted. 

JpKN  YOUNG,  President. 
,e     ,  X  ^-  "•  RBES.  Secretary. 

(Seal.) 
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Adopted  by  the  Central  Labor  CoTincU 
of  Seattle  and  vicinity  at  its  regular  meet- 
ins,  May  28,   1919. 

Referred   to   Committee   on   Resolutions. 

Secretary    Frey:      Your   Committee    offers 

the  following  as  a  snbstitnte  for  Resolutions 

Nos.    9.    85.   and    189: 

RESOLVED.    That   this    convention   express 

I  its   well-considered  conviction  that  the  United 

States    Government    should    withdraw    all    its 

troops  from  Russian  soil  at  the  earliest  possl- 

i,ble   moment;   and,    be    it   further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  refuse 
fits  endorsement  of  the  soviet  government  of 
Russia,  or  any  other  form  of  government  in 
|hat  country,  until  the  peoples  of  Russia, 
uurough  a  constituent  or  other  form  of  nat- 
J^nal  assemUy.  representing  all  of  the  people, 
through  popular  elections,  shall  have  reestab- 
lished a  truly  democratic  form  of  government. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 
Delegate  Sdinslcy  Journeyman  Tailors  read 
a  long  resolution  which  he  said  had  been  a- 
dopted  by  the  Cleveland,  Oh!o,  Central  Labor 
Union  and  the  Akron,  Ohio,  Central  Labor 
Union.  The  resolution  asked  that  all  Amer- 
ican troops  be  withdrawn  from  Russia  and 
from  military  service  in  Europe  as  speedOy 
as  possible;  that  the  Russian  people  be  lefc 
to  regulate  their  own  affairs,  free  from  the 
dictation  or  coercion  of  'any  other  country  and 
that  the  principle  of  self  determination  be  al- 
lowed   all    countries. 

Delegate  BoUenbacher,  Pennsylvania  State 
Federaton  of  Labor,  stated  that  Resolution 
No.  9  had  been  adopted  at  a  convention  of 
the  Pennsj^vania  State  Federation  of  Labor 
and  from  that  convention  sent  to  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  I^abor.  He  objected  to 
that  resolution  being  considered  with  thu 
other  two,  as  it  did  not  deal  with  subjects 
referred   to   in   Resolutions   Nos.    86   and    189, 

Delegate  Furuseth,  Seamen,  stated 
that  the  report  of  the  Conmiittee  dealt  with 
two  separate  subjects,  and  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  second  section  of  the 
Committee's    report. 

Delegate  Coughlin.  Brooklyn  Central  Labor 
Union,  asked  why  the  committee  had  coupled 
the  question  of  sending  food  to  Russia  with 
the  withdrawal  of  American  troops  from 
Russia. 

Secretar  Frey,  in  replying  to  the  question, 
I  said  in  part  "The  three  resolutions,  with 
their  substance,  hinge  around  two  questions. 
The  first  is  whether  we  desire  to  have  our 
troops  remain  in  Russia;  the  second,  whether 
we  shall  recognize  the  soviet  government.  The 
Committee  has  recommended  that  no  form  , 
of  government  should  be  recognized  in  Russia 
until  such  time  as  a  duly  constituted  popular/ 
legislative  body  elected  by  the  people  catan- 
lishes  such  a  government.  The  inference 
to  be  drawn  from  the  Committee's  reporv  u 
that  the  soviet  government  is  not  a  represen- 
tative form  of  government.    The  fact  is  that 


the  sovet  government  prohibited  the  meeting^ 
of  a  constituent  assembly  that  had  been 
elected  by  all  the  peoples  of  Russia  and  there- 
fore in  our  Committee's  opinion  it  is  not  a 
representative  body;  neither  does  it  officially 
claim  to  represent  all  the  people  of  Russia. 
The  official  claim  of  that  government  is  that 
they  represent  the  workers,  and  only  the 
workers,  and  for  that  reason  your  Committee 
recommends  that  such  a  form  of  government 
should  not  receiwj  the  endorsement  of  this 
convention  until  the  people  of  Rubsia.  voting 
in  a  popular  decton,  decide  for  themselves 
that  that  is  the  form  of  government  they 
want.  ^^ 

"Your  Committee  has  also  in  mind  the 
fact  that  the  question  of  this  soviet  form  of 
government  has  not  only  been  brought  into 
our  country  but  had  been  urged  more  or 
less  in  trade  union  meetings,  and  there  is 
the  beUef  in  some  sections  of  our  country 
that  this  movement  sympathizes  more  or 
less,  not  only  with  that  form  of  government, 
but  with  the  methods  which  we  are  given 
to  understand  are  adopted  to  make  that  pres- 
ent government  effective. 

"Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  essential  that  thU  convention  shouM 
declare  itself  in  no  uncertain  terms  as  to 
where  It  stands  upon  the  question  of  tht 
present  government  in  Russia.  We  should 
either  endorse  that  form  of  government  and 
express  our  conviction  that  it  is  our  duty 
to  support  the  workers  in  Russia  in  what 
they  are  doing  at  the  present  time,  or  we 
should  express  the  conviction  that  we  do 
not  endorse  or  approve.  We  want  that  rec- 
ommcrhdation  to  express  the  opinion  of 
American  trade  unlonisU  acting  for  them- 
•elves.  If  we  believe  in  a  democratic  form 
of  government  it  is  impossible,  if  we  are 
consistent,  to  endorse  the  soviet  form  of 
government." 

TTn^.'il^^K.  fT''  ^  ^"  Typographical 
Union,  objected  to  considering  the  three 
resolutions  together,  and  in  speaking  on 
Resolution  No.  9,  said  in  part:  'This  reso- 
lution, as  I  understand  it,  injects  a  propo- 
sition which  is  perhaps  more  vital  than  both 
of  the  others,  and  that  is  the  economic 
question,  the  question  of  feeding,  the  ques- 
tion of  preventing  the  death  and  starvation 
that  is  sulking  broadcast  in  Russia,  and 
for  that  reason  the  Committee,  in  my  opin- 
ion, erred  in  bunching  these  three  resolu- 
tions. I  am  perfectly  in  accord  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee;  I  think 
it  is  a  fair  one;  but  we  cannot  stop  merely 
with  the  matter  of  refusing  to  recognize 
-any  government  in  Russia  until  the  people 
themselves  come  to  some  agreement,  as  they 
have  done  in  other  countries  in  Europe. 
There  is  still  the  economic  question  of  feed- 
ing the  peoples  of  Russia,  and  that  should 
not  be  side-stepped  by  the  Committee  with 
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the  mere  utertioii  that  you  would  be  reeos- 
nisinff  one  faetion  or  another  by  feedinff 
the  people  oi  Russia,  which  is  not  the  case. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  recognize  either  the 
soviet  government  or  the  so-called  Kolchak 
government,  or  any  other  faction,  if  we  want 
to  do  the  Just  and  humane  thing  for  mil- 
lions of  people  who  are  not  responsible  for 
the  conditions  that  exist  in  Russia." 

Secretary  Frey:  How  the  American  arov- 
emment  ftould  send  food  to  Russia  which 
would  be  of  any  assistance  to  the  sufferers 
in  Russia  is  a  problem.  We  are  aware 
that  the  information  coming  from  Russia* 
or  that  is  alleged  to  come  from  Russia,  is  not 
the  most  reliable;  but  this  Bolshevik  gov- 
ernment, this  government  which  maintains  its 
existence  by  force  of  arms,  is  in  control  of  all 
the  avenues  of  communication  and  distribu- 
tion. If  the  American  troops  are  taken  out  of 
Russia  the  only  people  who  would  control 
transportation  and  distribution  would  be  the 
military  arm  of  the  Bolshevik  government, 
and  to  that  we  are  not  agreeable.  It  would 
simply  strengthen  the  miliUry  branch  of  the 
.  Bolshevik  government  that  controls  trans- 
portation and  the  distribution  of  food.  If 
food  is  to  be  distributed  so  that  the  mass  of 
the  Russians  may  have  something  to  keep 
them  from  starvation.  it_is  your  CommittlflU. 
firm  conviction  that  it  would  require  not 
only  the  number  of  American  troops  on  Rus- 
.sian  soil  today  but  a  great  many  more  than 
there  are  there  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
tiot  because  your  Committee  has  no  sym- 
^thy  with  those  who  are  dying  in  Russia 
and  dying  in  other  European  countries  at 
the  present  time,  but  because  the  Committee 
could  not  advise  sending  food  to  that  coun- 
try and  withdrawing  the  only  means  of  dis- 
tributing it  to  the  ones  who  really  need  it. 

Delegate  Shay.  Theatrical  Stage  Employes : 
I  have  every  sympathy  for  those  who  are 
dying  of  starvation  in  Russia  or  any  other 
place,  but  as  one  who  was  bom  and  brought 
up  in  this  country  I  would  like  to  see  this 
convention  stop  pro-German  and  pro-Russian 
arguments  and  become  a  little  bit  American. 
There  are  thousands  of  members  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  on  strike 
and  there  are  thousands  more  that  may  go 
on  strike  soon.  I  believe  we  have  heard 
enough  from  those  who  favor  the  report 
of  the  Committee  and  those  who  oppose  it, 
to  vote  intelligently. 

Delegate  Gorenstein,  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers'  Union:  I  would  like  to  know,  if 
this  resolution  is  adopted.  Whether  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  will  approve 
of  sending  ammunition  to  the  Kolchak  gov- 
ernment to  kill  the  Russian  workers. 

President  Gompers:  I  think  that  question 
is  an  insult  to  this  convention. 

Upon  Motion,  debate  was  closed. 

Delegate    Duncan,    Seattle,    as    the    intro- 


ducer of  one  of  the  resolutions,  asked  to  be 
heard  on  that  resolution.  Delegate  Strick- 
land, Portland,  asked  for  the  same  privilege. 

President  Gompers :  The  delegates  did  not 
make  manifest  their  desire  to  speak  on  the 
resolution  until  after  this  convention  had 
declared  that  the  previous  question  should 
be  ordered. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Delegate 
Fnruseth  was  lost. 

^^'he  nulluu  lU  &!36pt  the  report  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  was  carrj^ 

Delegate  Duncan:  May  I  rise  td'lpomt  out 
that  the  Committee  has  not  acted  at  all 
upon  the  request  of  the  Seattle  Labor  Coun- 
cil that  the  question  of  recognition  of  the 
soviet  government  be  referred  to  the  mem- 
bership of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
for  expression,  and  that  expression  be  the 
guide  of  the  officers  of  our  movement? 

President  Gompers:  The  report  of  the 
Committee,  adopted  by  this  cottventiuaHe  a 
substitute  for  the  thjcee  resolutions,  includ- 
ing the  matter  mentioned  by  Delegate  James 
A.  Duncan. 

The  Ifooney  Oaie 
Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  caption, 
and  upon  the  following  resolutions,  Nos.  16, 
116,  and  188,  the  Committee  submitted  two 
reports: 

Resolution  No.  16 — By  Delegate  Peter 
Bollenbacher,  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  It  is  i^parent  that  some  oon- 
crete  official  and  intelligent  policy  is  neces- 
sary, on  the  part  of  the  American  Labor 
Movement,  to  assist  in  the  fight  to  secure 
a  new  trial  or  freedom  for  Tmn  Mooney; 
and 

WHEREAS,  All  thoae  who  understand 
the  American  Labor  Movement  know  that 
the  official  action  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  on  questions  of  this  nature 
mean  much  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
desired   attainments;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Federation  of  Labor  believe  that  all  the 
power  at  our  command  should  be  utilised 
to  secure  justice  for  Mooney;  therefox^ 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Pennsylvania  Feder- 
ation of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled, 
that  we  reiterate  our  belief  in  the  innocence 
of  Mooney  and  our  firm  purpose  to  do  all 
in  our  power  to  secure  for  him  a  new  trial 
or  unconditional  freedom;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  call  upon  the  reg- 
ular convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  meeting  next  month,  to  clearly 
define  and  map  out  plans  and  policies  and 
put  them  into  oi>eration,  to  the  end  that  a 
new  trial  be  granted  to  Mooney,  or  that 
he  be  given  his  unconditional  freedom;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  our  delegate  to  the 
next  American  Federation  of  Labor  Conven- 
tion be  instructed  to  present  this  resolution 
to  the  Convention  for  definite  aetion. 
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R«K>latioii  No.  116— By  the  YirfflnJa  State 

Federmtion  of  Labor: 

WHBREIAS,  The  ettential  and  consistent 
contention  of  organised  labor  of  America  is 
for  justioe  to  all  classes,  for  the  actual  free- 
dom and  democracy  of  our  institutions,  for 
the  general  application  of  the  "Golden  Rule" 
to  our  social  and  industrial  lives ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Mooney  case,  since  the 
rendering  of  the  indispensable  report  of  the 
Federal  Commission  sent  by  President  Wil- 
son to  investigate,  is  an  insUnee  of  deliber- 
ate trampling  upon  those  privileges  and 
principles  upon  which  it  has  developed;  and 

WHEiREAS,  Organised  labor  is  unques- 
tionably the  mouthpiece  of  the  great  majority 
of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  nation's  popula- 
tion; and 

WHEREAa  Organised  labor  has  failed  to 
take  a  definite  and  decisive  stand  upon  this 
question;  therefore^  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  recommend  that  the  international 
unions  advise  their  membership  of  some 
proper  actions  in  this  situation. 

Resolution  No.  188 — By  Delegates  Edgar 
S.  Hurley,  Alameda.  CaL,  Central  Labor 
Council;  C.  F.  Grow.  International  Associa- 
tion of  Machinists;  William  Schoenberg, 
Machinists:  H.  W.  Brown,  International 
Association  of  Machinists;  Julius  Deutel- 
baum,  Detroit  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS.  The  Thirty-eighth  Amnal 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  of  St.  Paul  reiterated  its  sentiment 
in  favor  of  new  trials  for  Thomas  J.  Mooney 
and  Warren  K.  Billings,  and  instructed  the 
executive  officers  to  forward  our  request  to 
the  President  of  the  United  SUtfs  and  to 
the  Governor  of  California;  and 

WHEREAS,  Since  our  last  convention  the 
Governor  of  California  has  commuted 
Mooney's  death  sentence  to  life  imprison- 
ment, an  act  which  in  itself  is  strong  evi- 
dence that  Mooney  has  been  a  victim  of 
perjury  as  claimed  by  the  defanse;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  demand  for  a  new  trial 
has  found  supporters  in  the  trial  Judge,  the 
attorney  general  of  California,  the  Presi- 
dent's Federal  Mediation  Commission,  the 
Secretary  of  Labor,  the  President  of  th# 
United  States  and  millions  of  workers 
throughout  the  country,  but  still  new  trials 
are  denied  the  defence;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  delegates  to  this  conven- 
tion are  firmly  convinced  that  a  great  in- 
justice has  been  done  to  Thomas  J.  Mooney 
and  Warren  K.  Billings;  now  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  author- 
ise and  direct  the  incoming  Executive  Coun- 
cil to  appoint  a  special  committee,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  proceed  to  Washington. 
D.  C,  after  the  adjournment  of  this  con- 
vention, and  lay  the  entire  Mooney  case 
before  the  Federal  authorities  with  the  re- 
quest  that  they  find  some  legal  way  either 
by  Federal  investigation  or  otherwise  to 
right  this  wrong;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Council 
be  instructed  and  empowered  to  request  the 
International  unions  affiliated  with  this  Fed- 
eration to  submit  to  their  membersh^  a 
referendum  vote  for  a  S4-hour  general  pro- 
test strike  immediately  after  Labor  Day  In 


the  event  that  Thomas  J.  Mooney  and  War- 
ren K.  Billings  shaU  be  definitely  denied  a 
new  and  fair  triaL 

Secretary  Frey:  Tour  Committee  brought 
in  two  separate  reports,  one  dealing  with 
the  question  of  a  new  trial  for  Thomas  J. 
Mooney,  and  the  other  with  the  question  of 
a  general  strike.  I  will  read  first  the  part 
of  the  Committee's  report  dealing  with  the 
question  of  a  new  trial,  as  follows: 

Previous  conventions  have  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  incidents  connected  with  the 
trial  and  sentence  of  Thomas  J.  Mooney. 
Insistent  demands  have  been  made  by  these 
conventions  that  the  accused  be  given  a  new 
triaL  Despite  our  efforts  the  accused  has 
been  denied  another  opportunity  of  facing 
his  accusers,  or  of  presenting  in  open  court 
the  large  volume  of  evidence  and  testimony 
secured  since  his  trial,  which  has  been  t^e 
basis  of  a  widespread  belief  that  perjury 
and  subomstion  of  perjury  was  the  basis 
upon  which   his   conviction  was  secured. 

As  a  result  of  the  activities  and  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  officers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  acting  under  the 
instructions  of  previous  conventions,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  gave  public 
expression  of  his  belief  that  the  accused 
should  be  given  another  triaL  The  St.  Paul 
convention  of  1918,  realising  that  the  ac- 
cused was  in  immediate  Jeopardy  of  his  life, 
again  instructed  the  President  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.  to  immediately  appeal  to  the  Governor 
of  California  and  again  present  the  urgency 
of  the  case  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  These  instructions  were  carried  out, 
but  instead  of  a  new  trial,  the  death  sen- 
tence was  commuted  to  life  imprisonment. 
This  action,  while  saving^  the  life  of  the 
accused,  is  intolerable  under  the  circum- 
stances. If  the  accused  had  been  found 
guilty  of  the  heinous  crime  charged  as  the 
result  of  unquestioned  evidence  which  had 
been  introduced  against  him,  the  commuta- 
tion of  his  sentence  was  an  outrage  upon 
the  community.  If  the  evidence  was  of 
such  a  character  as  to  cast  a  grave  question 
of  doubt  over  the  acts  of  the  prosecution 
itself,  then  the  commutation  was  an  out- 
rage against  the  accused. 

Your  Committee  is  firmly  and  unanimous- 
ly of  the  opinion  that  a  new  trial  of  the 
accused  has  become  an  imi>erativ«  necessity* 
in  order  that  the  evidence  presented  by  the 
prosecutor's  officf  may  be  reviewed  by  an- 
other court  and  Jury;  and,  furthermore,  that 
there  may  also  be  presented  in  court  the 
testimony  and  evidence,  which  have  been 
circulated  In  this  and  other  countries,  which 
has  aroused  a  widespread  Impression  that 
motives  and  methods  of  a  most  sinister 
character,  and  evidence  of  a  perjured  nature 
were  responsible  for  T.  J.  Mooney's  convic- 
tion. 

Your    Committee,    therefore,    recommends 
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that  the  ExeentWe  Council  be  and  is  hereby 
instructed  to  ffive  their  early  attention  to 
the  devising  of  such  practical  ways  and 
means  as  will  aid  in  securing  a  new  trial 
to  Thomas  J.  Mooney,  and  also  the  presen- 
tation before  the  court  of  the  testimony  and 
evidence  presented  since  the  trial,  the  char- 
acter of  which  has  created  the  belief  that 
a  most  ffraye  miscarriage  of  justice  and 
perjured  testimony  were  responsibly  for  the 
conTiction  and  sentence. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

DelesaU  Grow.  Machinists,  discussed 
Resolution  No.  188  at  some  lenffth  and  in 
doinff  so  gave  a  rather  comprehensive  his- 
tory of  the  entire  case  against  Mooney. 
Mrs.  Mooney.  Warren  K.  BUlings.  and  Israel 
Weinberg.  ,  ,   . 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union,  stated  that  Mooney  had  been  con- 
demned because  he  had  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  labor  movement  of  San  Francisco 
and  had  organised  the  street  carmen  of  that 
city  after  other  efforts  to  organise  them 
had  failed.  ,    ^  ^  ^   . 

Delegate  Strickland.  Portland.  Ore..  sUted 
that  resolutions  had  been  adopted  in  pre- 
vious conventions  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  but  nothing  definite  had 
been  done  to  secure  the  release  of  Thomas 
J.  Mooney. 

Delegate  Lennon,  Bk>omington.  IlL.  asked 
if  it  were  true  that  under  the  laws  of 
California  there  is  no  possibility  of  a  new 
trial  being   secured. 

President  Gompers :  There  can  be  no  new 
trial  of  Mooney  or  Billings  so  long  as  they 
are  not  granted  a  pardon  and  their  freedom. 
There  are  indictments  which  are  now  pend- 
ing against  these  men;  and  upon  the  same 
set  of  allegations  Mooney  and  Billings  were 
indicted,  tried,  convicted,  and  sentenced. 
An  appeal  was  taken  to  the  higher  courts 
of  the  sUte.  and  the  highest  court  has 
sustained  the  lower  court  in  the  conviction. 
The  undersUndlng  I  have  of  the  Committee's 
report  is  that  they  propose  to  secure  for 
Mooney  and  Billings  a  new  trial  where  they 
can  be  faced  with  their  accusers,  and  in  the 
light  of  the  observation  of  the  citizenship  of 
our  country  see  to  it  that  no  perjured  or 
suborned  perjured  evidence  shall  be  i>ermit- 
ted  at  that  trial. 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists,  asked  the 
privilege  of  the  floor  for  Mr.  Anton  Johans- 
sen  to  speak  on  the  question.  Mr.  Johans- 
sen  stated  that  he  was  satisfied  with  the 
report  of  the  Committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  and  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  was  carried. 

Secretary  Frey:  The  following  is  the 
second  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Mooney  case: 


In  connection  with  the  case  of  Thomas 
J.  Mooney.  Resolution  No.  188,  has  been 
introduced  calling  upon  the  convention  to 
take  steps,  through  the  officials  of  affiliated 
organisations,  for  the  taking  of  a  referendum 
vote  of  the  membership  they  represent,  upon 
the  question  of  a  general  strike  on  Labor 
Day,  1919,  should  a  new  trial  be  z^fnsed  him 
before  that  date.  In  connection  with  this 
proposition,  your  Committee  is  forced  to 
give  consideration  to  the  effort  which  has 
n!Ii!."*?*  ^^  ***•  International  Workers' 
S^S^*  ^f'^uV'  *^*  •  referendum  vote 
Uniln  S*"***"^*!*  o'  the  American  f«de 
Union  Movement  upon  the  question  of  a 
gene«l  strike  on  July   4th  of  this   yeTr. 

rJllnLlV"?^  ^  ***  provisions  of  the 
resolution,  it  is  essential  first  of  aU  to 
indicate  that  the  national  and  IntemationS 

^  ^^brr""'*'^'  ^'^^  ^•^^  Federation 
Of    Labor    were    guaranteed    fuU    autonomy 

rtt  ^Z  •^'^^  ^^  *^^  organi«tiZ 
That  is  to  say.  they  were  assured  of  their 

for'The^r'^,."*'^^'*'^  *^  "-^^  '^^  ^-» 
^r  their  self-government  as  their  desires, 
wwdom  and  experience  indicated.  V^n 
the  specific  question  of  strikes,  and  the 
rule,  and  regulations   governing  the  taking 

laws  which  its  membersha»  have  enacted 
for  their  self-government. 

Neither  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 

thl  T^..''\^'*.^^^^*^  organisations  iavl 
the  right  to  interfere  with  the  operation 
«nd  application  of  the  laws  of  any  o?  iSe 
na^onal  or  international  unions.  Such  in! 
t«^erence  would  usurp  their  right  of  sett- 
government  and  would  immedSSy  LtJ^; 
the  voluntary  character  of  membersWp  iJ 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor 

havT*!!!*"^?***''  **'  affiliated  organi«itions 
bave  been  informed  of  the  action  of  the 
convendon  called  by  the  Intematio.^  Wort! 

CWc^o^*  ^^"•^  ^*^*^**  ^^  »»«w  fai 
eral   ftHV  ,   .    '  ^^^*^**  ProjH>Bed  a  gen- 

thority.  neither  eu  it  u,nme  the  .uthority 
to  direct  the  takin,  of  «  referendum  vote 
of  the  membemhip  of  .fflliated  organiMtioM 
upon  .„y  question;  it  m.y  recommeS  but 
it  cannot  instruct. 

S5;^«  11?  made  to  Uke  a  referendum  vote 
upon  the  question  of  a  general  strike  on 
i^^ok\'l''  3;our  a,mmittee  gathl^  fro« 
the  official  published  statements  of  those 
responsible  for  the  attempt;  that  they  were 
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impfUed  to  Mtume  authority  to  issue  a  emU 
for  a  referendnm  voto  of  the  trade  union 
membership  of  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, because  they  had  taken  exception  to 
the  attitude  of  the  accredited  trade  union 
executive  officers  of  affiliated  organizations. 

The  eexcutive  officers  of  affiliated  organ- 
isations are  not  answerable  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  for  whatever  attitude 
they  may* have  assumed  upon  the  subject 
under  consideration;  they  are  not  answerable 
to  any  of  the  affiliated  organizations;  they 
are  not  answerable  to  any  other  bodies  or 
organizations  unaffiliated  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor;  they  are  answerable  to 
t|ie  membership  of  their  respective  organiza- 
tions  only. 

The  incident  of  an  outside  body  irrespons- 
ible to  the  trade  union  movement  assuming 
to  usurp  the  functions  of  the  executive  offi- 
cials of  affiliated  organisations  is  one  which 
cannot  be  ignored  in  connection  with  the 
subject  under  consideration.  In  this  in- 
stance, the  general  strike  was  advocated 
not  to  save  a  tauman  life  but  for  the  stated 
purpose  of  securing  a  new  trial  for  Thomas 
J.  Mooney  before  July  4.   1919. 

General  strikes  for  other  purposes  have 
ben  advocated  during  the  year  by  individuals 
and  bodies  outside  of  the  trade  union  move- 
ment, equally  irresponsible  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  If  bodies  unauthorized 
by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are  to 
assume  the  functions  of  polling  the  member- 
ship of  the  American  trade  union  movement 
upon  any  question  of  their  choosing,  the 
machinery  through  which  the  trade  union 
movement  functions  would  be  seriously  in- 
jured, if  not  destroyed.  If  outsiders  can 
force  a  vote  of  the  member  hip  and  assume 
authority  superior  to  that  created  by  the 
organizations  themselves  for  their  adminis- 
tration, practical  methods  must  cease  to 
function.  Irresponsible  groups  of  men  or 
individuals  who  were  not  even  trade  union- 
ists would  have  it  within  their  power  to 
destroy  the  effectiveness  of  trade  union 
discipline,  tear  down  the  structure  which 
trade  unionists  have  built  up  and  create 
a  condition  of  chaos.  The  orderly,  syste- 
matic methods  which  the  workers  of  America 
have  adopted  to  protect  their  welfare  and 
advance  their  interests  as  wage  earners 
would  be  set  aside,  our  organizations  would 
become  a  rich  field  for  exploitation  by  all 
those  who  believed  it  to  be  to  their  personal 
advantage.  Those  who  are  opposed  to  trade 
unionism  and  who  attack  its  policies  and 
methods  would  take  full  advantage  of  this 
opportunity  of  utilizing  this  method  as 
propaganda  for  their  own  programs,  policies 
and  sentiments.  UnquesUonaEly,  adventurers 
would  promptly  seek  the  opportunity  offered. 
The  machinery  of  the  trade  union  movement 
must  remain  in   the  full  and  unquestioned 


control  of  the  membership  which  comprises 
it.  Our  movement  cannot  afford  to  tolerate 
the  attempt  of  any  outside  individual  or 
group  to  use  its  machinery  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  or  endeavoring  to  secure  the 
sentiments  or  opinion  of  its  membership  upon 
any  question. 

Your  Committee,  therefore,  recommends 
that  this  convention  express  its  emphatic 
disapproval  of  the  efforts  which  have  been 
made  by  a  body  irresponsible  to  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  to  poll  the  vote 
of  the  membership  of  affiliated  organisations. 

Your  Committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
an  attempted  general  strike  would  seriously 
injure  the  effort  to  secure  a  new  trial  for 
Thomas  J.  Mooney  and  accomplish  much 
harm  to  his  interests. 

The  Committee  would  be  remiss  in  its 
duties  if  it  failed  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  representatives  of  the  Interna- 
tional Workers'  Defense  League  who  are  its 
agents  soliciting  funds  for  T.  J.  Mooney's 
defense  are  doing  him  an  incalculable  injury 
and  also  creating  internal  disturbances  with- 
in the  trade  union  movement  through  their 
continuous  attacks,  unjust  criticisms  and 
misrepresenUtions  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  its  officials  and  the  officials 
of  affiliated  organisations. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the   recommendation   of   the   Committee. 

Delegate  Deutelbaum,  Detroit,  opposed  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  and  stated 
that  he  considered  any  attack  upon  the  In- 
ternational Workers'  Defense  League  unjust. 
He  sUted  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  work 
of  that  League  not  many  men  in  the  con- 
vention would  know  anything  about  the 
Mooney  case.  He  stoted  further  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  was  conspicuous 
by  the  absence  of  any  concrete  recommenda- 
tion as  to  what  was  to  be  done  after  the 
convention  toward  securing  a  new  trial  for 
Mr.  Mooney. 

Delegate  Sullivan  objected  to  expressions 
used  by  the  Committee  in  reporting  on  the 
International  Workers'  Defense  League  and 
moved  that  ten  minutes  be  given  a  repre- 
sentative of  that  League  to  address  the 
convention.  The  motion  was  seconded  and 
carried. 

Delegate  Sullivan  asked  that  Mr.  Patter- 
son, a  representative  of  the  League,  address 
the  convention. 

Mr.  Patterson  said,  in  part,  as  follows: 
As  one  of  the  men  who  has  held  a  card 
in  the  Carpenters'  Brotherhood,  when  I  real- 
ized that  a  member  of  my  organization  in 
San  Francisco,  Israel  Weinberg,  was  being, 
as  I  then  believed  and  as  I  now  know, 
deliberately  railroaded  to  the  penitentiary 
and  possibly  to  the  gallows,  I  determined  to 
do  what  I  might  be  able  to  save  this  man 
from  the  fate   I  believed   was    in  store  for 
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him.  WlMn  I  r«ais«d  that  union  labor  oft- 
eials  of  tho  city  of  San  Franeiaco  who 
.hoold  havo  gone  to  the  bat  wera  l^lnjr 
down  on  tha  Job.  ware  goin«  abont  the  town 
whi.parin»  that  theaa  man  ^«^,.^^*  { 
felt  my  duty  waa  to  line  np  with  larael 
Weinberg.  , 

Speaking   for   the   International   Workera 

Defense  League.  "^^^^  ^  ^^^^JI^^^J^^^^ 
Mtes  from  American  Federation  of  I^bor 
union,  in  San  Francisco.  I  desire  to  say 
that  we  have  no  apologies  to  make  for  any- 
thing we  have  done.  We  would  not  have 
mi^  the  mistakes  you  say  we  have  made 
had  you  given  us  the  advice  and  had  some 
people  given  us  the  same  amount  of  interest 
Sey  have  given  recently  in  condemning 
the  efforts  of  those  of  us  who  have  tried 
to  save  the  lives  and  liberties  of  Mooncy 
and  his  associates.  ♦  ,«  a.« 

It  may  be  said  the  labor  movement  in  Ban 
Francisco  did  not  have  an  opportunity  to 
take  charge  of  this  affair.  I  know  posi- 
tively  the  San  Francisco  Imbor  CouncU  and 
the  San  Francisco  Building  Trades*  Council 
were  given  an  opportunity  to  take  hold  of 
this  case.  They  were  asked  to  appoint  a 
committee,  and  if  that  committee  or  a  single 
member  of  it  thought  one  of  those  defendanta 
waa  guilty  the  whole  thing  could  go  and 
they  could  take  care  of  themselves.  The 
League  offered  to  disband  and  turn  the 
whole  situation  over  to  the  San  Francisco 
Labor  Council  if  they  would  act,  and  they 
did  not  act.  Now.  when  a  few  of  us  have 
done  the  best  we  know  how.  insulting  state- 
menta  are  made.  No  matter  what  these  in- 
sults may  be.  no  matter  what  lies  you  may 
tell,  no  matter  what  whisperings  go  on.  we 
will  continue  to  work  for  these  men.  Up 
to  a  year  ago  prominent  oficlals  were  going 
around  the  country  whispering  that  these 
men  were  guilty.  They  did  that  for  over 
two  years,  although  it  had  been  demon- 
strated to  everybody  of  fair  mind  that  these 
men  had  been  dealt  with  unjustly.  We  have 
taken  the  credit  of  saving  Tom  Mooney'a 
life.  If  you  will  come  along  with  us.  all 
right.  We  deny  that  any  attack  has  ever 
been  made  upon  the  ofieials  of  this  organisa- 
tion. We  have  protected  you  from  attaeka; 
we  could  have  thrown  this  matter  in  a 
position  that  would  not  look  well  for  aome 
ofieials;  if  you  are  willing  to  go  along  we 
will  work  with  you  all  the  time.  This  light 
is  going  on.  this  battle  is  going  to  continue 
until  Tom  Mooney  and  Warren  K.  BilUnga 
receive  the  fair  triab  they  are  entitled  to. 

President  Gompers :  The  Chair  would  like 
to  inquire  from  one  of  the  delegatea  who  has 
signed  these  resohitiona  whether  it  la  a  fact 
that  the  International  Workers'  Defense 
League  and  some  other  organisation  has  de- 
cided upon  calling  a  general  strike  for  five 
days   on  the  Fourth  of  July;  and,  further. 


If  Tom  Mooney  is  not  liberated  or  given 
a  fair  trial  by  that  time  a  general  atrike 
of  five  days  shall  occur  again  on  Labor  Day; 
and  if  Tom  Mooney  Is  not  liberated  or  given 
a  new  trial,  a  general  strike  will  be  called 
for  five  days  beginning  on  November  19th; 
and  if  Tom  Mooney  is  not  given  a  new 
trial  by  that  date,  that  later  there  shall  ba 
a  general  strike  without  limitation  or  dura- 
tion. 

Delegate  Coughlin  and  Delegate  Schoen- 
berg  stated  in  reply  to  the  question  that  thix 
knew  of  no  such  plan  being  adopted. 

Delegate  Muiphy.  San  Francisco  Labor 
Council,  stated  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  ta 
reply  to  some  of  the  statements  made  by 
Mr.  Patterson.  In  doing  so  he  said,  in  part: 
"It  may  be  true  that  some  of  the  labor  men 
11  ike  city  and  county  of  San  Franeiseo 
have  not  done  as  much  as  they  might  t» 
conect  the  situaUon.  Whether  any  action 
on  their  part  would  have  changed  the  condi- 
tion that  exists  today  is  purely  problematical. 
It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  if  ever  thet» 
was  an  unwarranted,  uncalled  for,  and  In- 
excusable atrocity  it  was  that  bomb  e^lo- 
sion  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  Notwith- 
standing some  people  were  determined  that, 
regardless  of  anything  else,  the  defendanta 
that  were  arrested  should  be  turned  loose, 
there  were  some  people  in  the  labor  move- 
ment who  bided  their  time  until  it  Kti»aine 
apparent  that  the  men  who  were  arreated 
were  the  victims  of  a  conspiracy. 

One  speaker  said  that  Tom  Mooney  waa 
sucessful  in  organising  the  car  men  of  San 
Francisco.  No  one  has  been  suecasaful  In 
organising  the  car  men  of  San  Francises 
since  they  lost  their  organisation  through 
the  strike  of  1897.  Tom  Mooney  was  ap- 
pointed organiser  by  the  international  offi- 
cers of  the  carmen's  organisation  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  San  Francisco  Labor  Coun- 
ciL  I  don't  believe  it  would  be  proper  to- 
let  the  impression  prevail  that  the  labor 
men  of  San  Francisco  deliberately  tried  t» 
assist  in  the  conspiracy,  because  I  do  not 
t>elieve  that  to  be  a  &ct;  but  because  of 
their  personal  feeling,  which  they  did  not 
seem  to  be  able  to  overcome,  they  wera 
willing  to  allow  events  to  go  without  their 
interference.  There  were  others  who  went 
to  the  bat  for  these  defendants  and  played 
no  small  part  in  bringing  about  some  of* 
the  things  that  have  been  brought  about. 

Delegate  Murphy  gave  a  detailed  account 
jt  the  trial,  the  character  of  the  testimony 
introduced,  the  efforts  that  were  later  made- 
to  secure  a  new  trial,  and  concluded  by 
saying  he  was  glad  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  was  about  to  take  the  eaaa- 
up  officially  and  endeavor  to  obtain  a  f^tlr 
and  impartUU  trial  for  the  defendants. 

Secretary  Frey,  in  replying  to  atatementa 
made  by  Mr.  Patterson,  said  In  part:  '^The^ 
Committee    has    recommended    to    the    eon- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AM9BIOAN  FEDERATION  OP  LABOR 


339 


rentioB,  and  the  convention  hM  adopted,  a 
Xrt  ineletlng  in  --anaUfl^ilanriye  npon 
thm  neeeiiitT  of  a  new  triaL  We  nave 
ciSed  rrntton  to  the  «^t  that  the  Govern, 
or*,  action  in  commuting  the  •ent«ce  w« 
inconsiBtent,  nnfair,  and  intole«*le.  ^ 
far  the  convention  ha.  been  in  accord  with 
the  Committee.  «.        ^         „  ^«— 

"My  conviction  it  that  Tom  Mooney  owe. 
hi.  life  more  to  the  action  taken  by  Jti^ 
St.  Paul  convention  of  the  American  Fedwa^ 
?in  of  Labor  laet  year  than  to  a^J  other 
one  thing  that  ha.  ^^^'^  »V"^%*^'^; 
tence  wa.  pronounced  upon  him.  I  «»^ 
going  to  admit  that  any  onteide  ^^^^^ 
Sd  a.  much  weight  with  the  President  of 
the  United  SUte.  and  with  the  public  opin- 
ten  that  has  been  formed.  It  ^^^^^J|  *^* 
union  money  that  ha.  enabled  the  Interna- 
tional  Workers'  Defense  League  to  carry  on 
its  work.  It  i.  not  for  me  to  qnestion  many 
of  the  things  they  have  odne;  I  *«▼«  »^ 
desire  to  do  that,  but  when  men  m  their 
defense  of  the  interests  of  another  human 
being  adopt  methods  prejudicial  to  that  in- 
dividual and  injurious  to  the  trade  union 
movement.  I  would  not  be  doing  my  duty 
if  I  did  not  say  something  when  the  question 

is  forced  on  the  floor.  

•anformation  comes  to  your  Cominittee 
that  the  money  that  was  contributed  by 
trade  untens  to  secure  a  new  trial  for 
Thomas  J.  Mooney.  in  some  instances  was 
used  to  pay  the  railway  fare  and  expense, 
of  delegates  from  different  part,  of  the 
union  to  the  convention  that  met  in  Chicago. 
Your  Committee  i.  assured  that  the  en- 
dorsed checks,  photographed,  can  be  secured. 
If  the  trade  union  movement  is  to  have  a 
truly  represenUtive  gathering  it  is  going 
to  pay  its  own  freight  and  not  take  money 
from  a  fund  created  to  secure  a  new  tnal 
for  a  man.    But  that  is  not  the  point. 

"What  has  ocurred  1.  that  represenUtive. 
of  the  International  Workers'  Defense  L«^« 
whose  salaries  and  expense.  Have  been  paid 
from  trade  union  contributions,  have  used  the 
opportunity.  whUe  discussing  and  pleading 
for  a  movement  to  secure  a  new  trial  for 
Thomas  J.  Mooney.  not  only  to  attack  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  its  officers, 
and  the  officers  of  the  international  unions, 
but  used  trade  union  money  in  many  in- 
atances  to  carry  on  propaganda  for  the  de- 


struction of  the  American  trade  union  move- 
ment; and  as  one  of  those  who  is  very  earn- 
est in  his  intention  to  do  everything  that 
lie.  in  hi.  power  to  eee  that  a  new  trial 
i.  secured,  I  am  opposed  to  the  voluntary 
contribution,  of  trade  unloniete  being  need 
by  paid  employes  to  misrepresent  the  trade 
union  movement  and  give  comfort  and  solace 
and  assistance  to  men  in  this  country  whose 
avowed  purpose,  whoee  officially  .toted  pur- 
poee  i.  to  destroy  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor. 

"These^  thing,  would  not  have  been  re- 
ferred to  were  it  not  for  what  ha.  been 
brought  out  on  the  floor.  But  the  matter 
wa.  brought  here,  and  it  is  necessary  that 
this  convention  declare  iteelf  as  to  whether 
it  approves  of  trade  union  contributions 
being  used  for  the  purpose  I  have  Just 
referred  to.  I  feel  that  the  methods  used 
by  many  of  these  official  representetives  of 
the  International  Workers'  Defense  League 
are  far  more  injurious  to  the  interesto  of 
the  defendanto  than  anything  that  could 
possibly  be  done  here." 

Delegate  Duncan,  Seattle,  discussed  the 
question  at  length  and  disagreed  with  por- 
tions of  the  report  of  the  Committee  and 
with  stetemente  of  Delegate  Frey.  He  con- 
tended that  the  efforte  of  the  International 
Workers'  Defense  League  had  been  more  ef- 
fective than  any  other  means  employed  to 
bring  the  matter  to  the  attention  of  the 
public. 

Upon  motion,  debato  was  ckwed. 
The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  and  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  was  carried. 
Delegate  Perkins.  Cigarmakers,  steted  tAat 
he  was  not  in  the  convention  on  Monday 
when  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  In- 
ternational Labor  Relations  was  made  a  so- 
cial order  of  business  for  Wednesday.  He 
steted  that  members  of  that  Committee  were 
also  members  of  other  committees  that  had 
biwn  working,  and  for  that  reason  they 
would  not  be  able  to  complete  the  work 
before  Friday.  It  was  moved  that  the  time 
for  the  report  of  that  Committee  be  ex- 
tended  until   2.80    Friday   afternoon. 

At  5  45  P.  M..  the  convention  was  ad- 
journed' to  9.80  Wednesday  morning.  June 
18th. 
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AUanUc  City,    N.   J..   June   18,   1919. 

The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9.30 
A.  M.,  Vice.-Presid^nt  Duffy  in  the  chair. 

Absentees: — Jackson,  Herbert,  Johnson, 
White,  Birch,  Enright,  Simpson.  Wilkinson, 
Oampbwll,  Barr,  Mets.  Wilkinson,  Bradley, 
Dioper,  Thomas,  Hoffman,  Sims,  Priestley, 
Togler,  Wagner,  Woodman,  Griffith,  Canfield, 
Yarrow,  Bryan,  Rutherford,  Howard,  Harri- 
son, Davis,  Oooney,  Oroaff,  Pitspatrick, 
Joseph  Williams,  Curtis,  Iglesias,  Niemein. 
McUrick,  Bodgett,  Goldsmith,  Brogan. 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following  tel- 
egram, which  was  made  part  of  the  record: 

Montreal,  Que,  4  M  June  17th,  1919. 
Samuel  Gompers, 

AUantic  City,  N.  J., 

40,000  International  Trade  Unionists  af- 
filiated with  the  Montreal  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  extends  a  most  cordial  and  pressing 
invitation  to  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor to  hold  its  next  annual  convention  in  our 
city,   the  commercial   metropolis   of   Canada. 

„      .,         ,,  T.    J.    FOSTER. 

President,  Montreal  Labor  Council  542. 

SUPPLEMENTAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
OOMBOTTEE  ON  CREDENTIALS. 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  18,  1919. 
Your  Committee  on  Credentials  has  to  re- 
port that  Edward  McGrady  has  been  substi- 
tuted in  the  place  of  David  Simons  on  the 
delegation  of  the  International  Printing 
Pressmen's  Union  and  we  recommend  that 
he  be  seated. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
CHAS.    F.    SCOTT,    Chairman, 
WALTER  V.    PRICE. 
E.   W.  Ba)WARDS,  Secretary. 
The  report  of  the  conunittee  was  adopted. 

Introduction  of  Rosolutlons. 

The  unanimous  consent  of  the  convention 
was  given  for  the  Introduction  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolution  No.  220 — ^By  Delegate  Oolpoys, 
of  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Washington! 
D.  C. 

WHEREAS,  There  will  be  held  In  the  city 
of  Washington,  D.  C.  on  Independence  Day 
(July  4),  1919,  a  great  Pageant  and  Parade, 
^® il^ jL^fCy**  *«  '"r*»«  Call  to  Peace:"  and 

WHEREAS,  All  the  friendly  NaUons  of 
the  World  have  signified  their  intention  to 
participate  In  this  grand  Pageant  and  Pa- 
rade, and  be  represented  by  beauUful  and 
historic  fioate  symbolic  of  their  nationality: 
and 

WHEREAS.  Organised  Labor  of  the  United 


S!5^'x.®'  America,  through  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  Is  invited  to  parUelnat* 
^   this   grand   Pageant   and   Parade    and   be 

?S£ff^?A!?^^^f''®*°.^y  *  ^<>»^  symbolic  of 
their  attitude  towards  'The  Call  to  Peace-" 
and  * 

WHEREAS.  The  American  FederaUon  of 
\f^l  H.  JS*^°e^*f,®^  a*  the  greatest  potent 
factor  In  the  entire  World  for  the  m^Injj 
P°2^JS  °'  "The  Call  to  Peace :"  and  ™"'°* 

WHEREAS.  There  can  be  no  more  fltUna 
or  appropriate  time  for  the  American  Fedf 
eraUon  of  Labor  to  demonstrate  to  the  World 
fS,  *  .PrfcUcal  way  that  the  symbol  of 
Peace  Is  the  American  FederaUon  of  La- 
bor: therefore,  be  It 

Thhf??kT?^A'  That  the  delegates  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  tbia  Amer- 

i*SLfi^* /?•?"**£  ?'  .^*^^'»  assembled  in 
^f  S?i  A^i^T*  ^V-^V  instruct  the  Secretary 
Si.i^t  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  fur- 
nish to  the  committee  of  the  Central  Labor 

resent  ''Labor"  In  this  grand  Pageant  and  Pa- 
rade, the  necessary  fioat  symbolic  of  the  aims 
"U?®n^?®/^*S°  Federation  of  Labor  toward 
The  Call  to  Peace."  and  render  to  this  same 
committee  such  further  necessary  aid  and 
financial  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to 
have  Organised  Labor  make  the  grand  an- 
pearance  in  this  Pageant  and  Parade,  as 
will  be  compatible  with  the  desires  of  the 
delegates  to  this  Convention;  and  be  it  fur- 
ther 

f«n^£.^^^' J^**  *  ^°Py  o'  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  this 
ConvenMon  and  that  copies  be  sent  to  Pres- 
ident Woodrow  Wilson,  to  Secretary  Lane. 
*?  ^^^.J^^^  Barrett  and  to  the  President 
of  the  Washington  Central  Labor  Union. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  221— By  Delegate  John  P 
Murphy,  of  the  Rhode  Island  State  Branch: 

fnjy^?^^^'  ?**.  "*«  State  of  Rhode  Island 
there  is  a  pernicious  law  which  deprives  the 
citizens  of  that  State  of  the  right  of  suffrage 
without  owning  real  esUte,  and  """'^■k<» 

^f^I^^h  T?**  t***^*"  movement  of  tHat 
fit^^'  tlirough  its  chosen  representatives  at 
S®  iMt  Convention  of  the  State  Branch  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  protested  against  this  un- 
Anaerican  law,  and  has  repeatedly  held  pro- 
test meetings  and  demonstrations  at  the 
State   Capitol;   and 

WHEREAS,  Rhode  Island  Is  the  only 
SUte  In  the  Union  where  this  property  qual- 
ification law  ezUU ;  therefore,  be  ft 

^oJJf^A^^^^P'^'^^*^  ^^«  delegates  to  this 
F^pr«H««"*^  S°Y^"^°  J"  ^^e  American 
f^^on  «?"♦!,?'  i^}^""  reafllrm  the  previous 
action  of  this  body,  and  condemn  those  re- 
sponsible for  the  continuance  of  the  prop- 
erty  qualification  law  which  deprives  maM- 
thousands  of  loyal  American  citizens  In^J 
State  of  the  right  to  choose  who  their  rep- 
resentatives shall   be;   and,   b»  it  fUrOier 
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RBSOLVBD.  That  the  officers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  be  Instructed  to 
render  all  the  aid  in  their  power  for  the 
repeal  of  this  nefarious  law. 

Referred   to   Committee   on   Resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  222 — By  Delesatt  Seymoiir 
fiastings,  of  the  Motion  Pictmre  Players'  Un- 
ion,   No.    16.377: 

WHEREAS.  The  Motive  Motion  Picture 
Corporation  of  Los  Angeles,  Californiaj  owned 
and  controlled  by  m*dmbers  of  organized  la- 
bor, is  preparing  to  produce  motion  pictures 
for  exhibition  to  the  public  through  the  mo- 
tion picture  theaters  of  the  world,  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  problems  of  labor  and  thereby 
obtain  the  support  of  public  opinion  in  sta- 
bilizing conditions  and  defeat  the  efforts  of 
employers  to  reduce  wages  from  present 
standards ;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  Second  Triennial  Oonyen- 
tion  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Train- 
men, at  Columbus,  Ohio,  after  thoroughly 
acquainting  themselves  with  the  plans  of 
this  company,  passed  resolution,  unanimous- 
ly, on  June  8M,  1919,  approving  such  pic- 
tures, depicting  the  activities  and  problems 
of  labor,  thus  assuring  this  movement  the 
full  support  of  their  members ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  officers  of  this  company 
are  all  union  men  and  will  employ  union 
labor  exclusively  in  all  departments;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  endorse  the  plans  of  this  company 
to  produce  motion  pictures  in  the  interest 
of  labor,  and  recommend  that  the  members 
of  all  unions  affiliated  with  this  Federation 
.  give  their  support  and  aid  in  every  proper 
way. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Delegate  Wilson,  Pattern  Makers,  moved 
that  Thursday  morning,  June  18th,  be  set  as 
a  special  order  of  business  for  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Executive  Council's  report. 
The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

BAsolntion  Bo-Bef«rr«d. 

Resolution  No.  114,  relating  to  the  hours 
of  labor  of  railway  postal  clerks,  referred 
from  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  to  the 
Committee  on  Shorter  Work-day. 

BEPOBT    OF    COMMITTEE    ON    RESOLU- 
TIONS. 

Secretary  Frey.  for  the  oomlmttee,  sub- 
mitted the  following  report: 

Resolution  No.  17 — By  Delegate  T.  F. 
Burns,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  Central  Labor 
Council : 

WHERJIAS,  The  committees  selected  by 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  are  not  repre- 
sentative since  they  are  composed  exclusive- 
ly of  the  officers  of  national  and  internation- 
al imions,  while  the  delegates  who  represent 
the  central  bodies  have  no  voice  in  deter- 
mining the  character  of  committees*  reports, 
thus  creating  an  official  cast  in  the  labor 
movement;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  Tacoma  Central 
Labor  Council,  in  regular  nueting  assembled, 
insist  that   the  delegates  who   are   In   close 


touch  with  the  labor  movement  should  have 
proportionate  representation  on  all  commit- 
tees. 

Tour  committee  would  call  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  allegation  contained  in  the 
resolution  is  untrue,  as  the  committees  of 
this  and  preceding  conventions  have  con- 
tained delegates  representing  State  Federa- 
tions and  Central  Labor  Unions.  Tour  com- 
mittee, therefore,  recommends  non-ooncur- 
rence  in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Bums.  Tacoma  Central  Labor 
Council,  made  a  short  statement  in  defense 
of  the  resolution,  stating  that  the  organisa- 
tion he  represented  believed  the  minor  bod- 
ies were  not  given  sufficient  consideration  In 
the  selection  of  committees. 

Delegate  Frey  defended  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  pointed  to  the  wording  of  the 
resolution,  which  alleges  that  the  commit- 
tees are  composed  "exclusively"  of  officers 
of  national  and  international  organizations. 
He  said  a  reference  to  the  records  of  this 
and  past  conventions  would  prove  the  un- 
truth of  that  claim. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Delegate  Hughes,  Coopers'  International 
Union,  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
convention  to  introduce  a  resolution  drafted 
by  the  national  committee  for  organizing 
the  men  In  the  steel  industry,  the  resolu- 
tion  to  be  Immediately  considered. 

Vice-President  Duffy :  I  suggest  that  JhB 
resolution  be  presented  and  referred  to  Ihe 
proper  committee. 

After  a  brief  discussion  in  which  Delegates 
Hughes,  Furuseth  and  Vice-President  Duffy 
took  part,  'the  resoultion  was  submitted  as 
follows : 

Resolution  No.  223 — By  Delegates  A.  C. 
Hughes,  Coopers'  International  Union;  J.  L. 
Lewis,  United  Mine  Workers;  Thomas 
Redding.  M«tal  Workers;  M.  F.  Tighe, 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron,  Steel  and 
Tin^  Workers;  S.  Heberling,  Switchmen's 
Union  of  North  America: 

WHEREAS,  The  authorities  of  various 
towns  in  the  Pittsburgh  District,  disregard- 
ing the  fundamental  laws  and  customs  of 
our  country,  have  arbitrarily  prohibited  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  from  holding 
meetings  for  the  purpose  of  organising  work- 
ers in  the  iron  and  steel  industry ;  therefore, 
be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  the  39th  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  protests  vigorously 
against  this  outrageous  and  illegal  action; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Offioidrs 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  stand  instructed  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  bring  about  a  Con- 
gressional or  other  investigation  of  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rights  of  free  speech  and  free 
assembly   in   Western   Pennsylvania. 

Referred  to  Committee  on  Resolutions. 
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The  oommittee  reported  jointly  on  Reeo- 
lutlone  Nos.  23  and  59,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolution  No.  23 — ^By  Central  Labor  Un- 
ion, Marion,  Ohio: 

WKBRBAS,  There  are  ever  recurring  con- 
troTersiee  between  employers  and  employes 
oyer  the  division  of  the  wealth  created  by 
the  employes  by  the  use  of  the  machinery  of 
production  owned  by  the  employers;  and 

WHEREAS,  At  present,  when  the  workers 
of  one  branch  of  an  industry  go  on  strike 
they  often  lose  the  battle  because  other 
workers  of  a  different  branch  of  the  same 
industry,  in  the  same  town  or  eyen  same 
establishment,  or  workers  of  the  same  branch 
of  industry  in  a  different  locality,  or  work- 
ers of  a  different  industry  upon  which  the 
industry  of  the  strikers  is  dependent,  being 
bound  by  contracts  that  expire  at  different 
times  from  those  who  are  on  strike,  remain 
at  work,  thus  yirtually  scabbing  on  their 
fellow  workers  and  helping  to  defeat  them; 
and 

WHEREAS,  If  the  employees  are  to  win, 
they  must  recognize  the  fact  that  all  work- 
ers are  brothers;  that  an  injury  to  one  is 
an  injury  to  all ;  that  in  solidarity  there  is 
power;  that  by  a  united  demand  often  con- 
cessions could  be  gained  without  a  strike,  and 
that  in  order  to  win  they  must  put  them- 
selves in  a  position  so  that  when  necessary 
they  can  make  common  cause  with  their 
fellow  workers  and  all  act  in  concert;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  goes  on  record  as  being  in  favor  of 
all  unions  In  the  United  States — except  those 
industries  in  which  the  state  of  trade  makes 
It  more  advantageous  to  make  contracts  at 
a  different  time — having  their  contracts  with 
their  employers  made  for  only  one  year, 
and  all  to  bear  date  of  May  1.  May  1  of 
each  year  to  be  observed  by  union  labor  as 
a  holiday;  smd,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
convention  that  all  delegates  hereto  should 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  the  prin- 
ciples embodied  in  this  resolution  adopted  by 
their  various  state  federations  of  labor,  their 
central  bodies,  their  national  and  interna- 
tional and  local  unions. 

Resolution  No.  69 — By  Delegate  Max  8. 
Hayes  (introduced  at  request  of  Marion, 
Ohio,    Central   Labor   Union)  : 

WHEREAS,  There  are  ever-recurrinsr  con- 
troversies between  employers  and  employees 
over  the  division  of  the  wealth  created  by 
the  employes  by  the  use  of  the  machinery 
of  production  owned  by  the  employers;  and 

WHEREAS,  At  present  when  the  workers 
of  one  branch  of  an  industry  go  on  strike 
they  often  lose  the  battle  because  other 
workers  of  a  different  branch  of  the  same 
industry,  in  the  same  town  or  even  same 
establishment,  or  workers  of  the  same  branch 
of  industry  in  a  different  locality,  or  work- 
ers of  a  different  industry  upon  which  the 
Industry  of  the  strikers  is  dependent,  being 
bound  by  contracts  that  expire  at  different 
times  from  those  who  are  on  strike  remain 
at  work,  thus  virtually  scabbing  on  their 
fellow-workers  and  helping  to  defeat  them; 
and 


WHEREAS,  If  the  employes  are  to  wU 
they  must  recognise  the  fact  that  all  work- 
ers are  brothers;  that  an  Injury  to  one  it 
an  injury  to  all;  that  in  solidarity  there  is 
power;  that  by  a  united  demand  often  con- 
cessions could  be  gained  without  a  strike, 
Snd  that  in  order  to  win  they  must  put 
lemselves  In  a  position  so  that  when  neces- 
sary they  can  make  common  cause  with 
their  fellow- workers  and  all  act  Jn  concert; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Oonvention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  goes  on  record  as  being  in  favor 
of  all  unions  in  the  United  States — except 
those  Industries  In  which  the  state  of  trade 
makes  it  more  advantageous  to  make  con- 
tracts at  a  different  time — having  their 
contracts  with  their  employers  made  for 
only  one  year,  and  all  to  bear  date  of  May  1. 
May  1  of  each  year  to  be  observed  by  union 
labor  as  a  holiday;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this 
convention  that  all  delegates  hereto  should 
use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  the  princi- 
ples embodied  in  this  resolution  adopted  by 
their  various  state  federations  of  labor,  their 
cantral  bodies,  their  naUonal  and  interna- 
tional and  local  unions. 

Inasnwich  as  each  International  Union 
must  be  free  to  determine  at  what  season 
of  the  year  it  is  most  advantageous  to  its 
membership  to  enter  into  contracts  with 
employers  covering  the  terms  of  employment, 
your  committee  recommends  non-concurrence 
in  the  resolution. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Hayes  sUted  that  the  resolution 
was  introduced  by  him  at  the  request  of  the 
Central    Labor    Council    of   Marlon,    Ohio. 

Delegates  Grow,  Machinists;  Sullivan,  Salt 
Lake  City  Federation  of  Labor,  and  Strick- 
land, Pertland  Central  Labor  Union,  spoke 
in   favor  of  the  resolution. 

President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 

Delegate  Strickland  moved  that  the  last 
"Resolved"  in  Resolution  No.  23  be  made 
a  separate  action  from  the  report  of  the  oom- 
mittee and  that  it  be  adopted  by  the  oon- 
vention. 

Secretary  Frey:  The  committee  has  call- 
ed attention  to  the  tact  that  international 
unions  must  be  free  to  determine  for  them- 
selves at  what  season  it  is  best  for  their 
membership  to  enter  into  agreements.  The 
committee  is  opposed  to  the  amendment 
which  has  Just  been  offered,  because  it  would 
nullify  the  effect  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Launer,  Pulp  and  Sulphite  Work- 
ers, defended  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
which  provides  for  all  agreements  expiring 
simultaneously  and  referred  to  an  InstanOB 
in  Piedmont,  West  Virginia,  where  the  paper 
mill  workers  were  on  strike  and  the  mem- 
bers of  another  trade  continued  to  work.' 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists,  moved  for  a 
division  of  the  quettiozu 

President  Gompers :     There  i«  but  one  re- 
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port  before  this  oonyenUon  and  it  la  not 
•usoeptlble  to  division. 

Delegate  Furusetb  stated  It  had  been  the 
policy  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
In  the  past  to  recommend  to  Its  affiliated  or- 
ganizations that  all  agreements  expire  simul- 
taneously. 

Delegate  Nolan.  Albany  Central  Labor  Un- 
ion, speaking  in  faror  of  the  report  of  the 
committee,  said  he  believed  that  the  trade 
autonomy  of  the  various  organizations  should 
be  respected  at  all  times,  and  that  each  or- 
ganisation should  use  lis  own  best  judgment 
as  to  when  its  agreements  should  expire. 

Delegate  Wharton.  Machinists,  and  Dele- 
gate Hutcheson,  Carpenters,  favored  the  re- 
port of  the  committee.  Delegate  Hutcheson 
pointing  out  that  the  carpenter  trade  wa« 
governed  largely  by  climatic  conditions  and 
that  therefore  the  local  organizations  entered 
Into  trade  arreements  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year.  He  further  pointed  out  that  such  an 
arrangement  made  possible  the  payment  of 
strike  benefits  if  a  strike  became  necessary, 
whereas,  the  funds  of  the  organisation  would 
not  stand  the  strain  if  all  agreements  expired 
at  the  same  time. 

Secretary  Prey,  for  the  committee,  stated 
that  they  could  see  no  possible  division  of 
the  question,  that  the  proposition  called  for 
all  agreements  terminating  on  the  same  date, 
that  it  took  no  recognition  whatever  of  the 
various  forms  of  industry  and  the  seasonal 
character  of  many  of  these  Industries  and 
the  fact  that  some  international  unions,  aa 
the  result  of  25  or  80  years  of  experlenoa. 
have  found  it  more  advantageous  to  enter 
into  agreenrants  on  January  1st  than  in  the 
spring  or  the  fall.  He  said  further:  It  Is 
coupled  with  a  date  which,  regardless  of 
how  trade  unionists  may  look  upon  It,  would 
be  accepted  by  very  many  employers,  as 
well  as  workers,  as  being  connected  with 
the  first  of  May  Is  observed  In  Europe.  This 
Is  not  the  only  resolution  that  has  come  Into 
convention  with  May  Ist  as  a  date  to  be 
considered  In  connection  with  the  resolution. 
The  adoption  of  this  measure  would  not  only 
be  unwise;  it  would  place  the  American  la- 
bor movement  In  a  most  ridiculous,  Imprao- 
tical  and  indefensible  position. 

Upon  motion  debate  was  dosed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  25 — By  Delegate  Seymour 
Hastings,  Motion  Picture  Players'  Union,  No. 
16877 : 

WHEREAS.  The  first  motion  picture  to  be 
made  by  union  labor  exclusively  Is  now  be- 
ing produced  by  the  members  of  the  Motion 
Picture  Players*  Union  In  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, under  the  direction  of  the  Clanoy- 
Super-PIay  Oorporatlon ;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  photoplay,  called  "The 
Smouldering  Volcano,^'  is  to  bear  the  label 
of  the  Motion  Picture  Players'  Union,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  alms  and  objects  of  this 
photoplay  are  to  bring  about  mutual  under- 


standing and  better  relations  between  em- 
ployer and  employee,  and  to  combat  the 
spread  of  the  infiuence  of  Bolshevism  through- 
out the  world;   and 

WHE2RBAS,  The  story  to' be  produced  haa 
been  read  and  endorsed  by  the  Central  Labor 
Council  of  Los  Angeles ;  therefore,  be  It 

•REiSOLVED,  That  we,  delegates  to  the 
National  Convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  do  hereby  endorse  the  first 
"union-made"  photoplay,  and  ask  for  it  the 
hearty  co-operation  and  support  of  all  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor,  and  of  the  general 
public  as  welL 

Inasmuch  as  yeur  committee  could  not 
offer  any  opinion  concerning  a  photoplay 
which  has  not  as  yet  been  produced,  we 
recommend  that  the  subject  matter  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Council. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  81 — By  Delegation  Interna- 
tional Seamen's  Union : 

WHEREAS,  The  Seamen's  Act,  In  Its  Sec- 
tion 13,  provides  that  no  vessel  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  leave  an  American  port  unless  she 
has  a  crew  seventy-five  per  cent  of  which  in 
each  department  thereof  can  understand  all 
of  the  orders  given  by  the  officers  of  such 
vessel ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  SecreUry  of  Commerce 
has  given  to  this  section  of  the  law  such  a 
construction  that  on  American  as  well  as  on 
forelfm  vessels  the  shipowners  are  permit- 
ted to  continue  the  same  dangerous  practice 
that  existed  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  Act, 
and  for  the  abolition  of  which  practice  it  was 
designed  and  enacted;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Committee  on  Mer- 
chant Marine  and  Fisheries  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  requested  to  use  the  power 
with  which  it  is  now  clothed  to  make  an 
investigation  into  this  and  other  failures  to 
properly  enforce  this  Act  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Commerce  and  to  take  such  steps 
as  will  compel  the  proper  enforcement  of 
the  law. 

Tour  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of   the   resolution. 

The  report  of  the  conunlttee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  82 — By  Delegation  Interna- 
tional Seamen's  Union: 

WHEIREAS,  The  purpose  of  the  Seamen's 
Act,  as  stated  by  Its  promoters,  was  to 
equalize  the  wage  cost  of  operating  American 
and  foreign  vessels  and  to  bring  the  Ameri- 
can to  sea;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  wages  of  foreign  vessels 
leaving  ports  of  the  United  States  have  since 
August  1st,  1916,  when  the  act  became  effec- 
tive, followed  the  wages  paid  on  American 
vessels  from  the  same  ports  like  a  cart  fol- 
lowing a  horse  to  which  It  Is  hitched ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  wages  paid  in  English 
ports .  is  the  same  as  paid  in  the  port  of 
New  York  and  the  wages  paid  at  Sctindlna- 
vian  ports  in  the  overseas  trade  is  within 
three  dollars  ($8.00)  of  wages  paid  at  the 
port  of  New  York ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  wage  paid  from  Italy  has 
already  risen  to  within  tan  dollars  ($10.0^ 
of  that  paid  seamen  In  American  ports;  and 
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WHBREl^-S,  The  native  American  sailing 
on  Anvarican  vessels  from  the  Pacific  Ooast 
ports  has  arisen  from  zero  to  about  twenty^ 
four  per  cent,  and  on  the  Atlantic  Ooast 
from  less  than  ten  per  cent  to  about  thirty 
per  cent  since  the  Seamen's  Act  has  becoma 
operative;  therefore,  be  It 

RE^SOLVGD,  That  we  denounce  the  bills 
introduced  by  Senator  Calder  and  Congress- 
man OouM  to  repeal  the  Important  clauses 
of  the  Seamen's  Act  as  hostile  to  the  national 
Interests  of  the  United  States,  as  hostile  to 
the  development  of  American  sea  power  and 
as  serving  the  interests  of  European  and 
Asiatic  ship  owners  who  under  this  act  are 
gradually  being  con^>elIed  to  meet  the  Amer- 
ican shipowner  in  a  fair  competition  on  the 
high  seas;  and,  be  it  further 

REISOLVED,  That  this  resolution  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Oommittee  on  Merchant  Ma- 
rine and  Fisheries,  to  the  Oommittee  on  Oom- 
merce  of  the  Senate,  to  the  Shipping  Board, 
y  the  Department  of  Commerce  and  if  neces- 
sary to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Tour  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Delegate  Furuseth,  -Seamen,  moved  that 
Resolutions  Noe.  31  and  32  and  the  action 
of  the  convention  thereon  be  communicated 
to  all  the  members  of  Congress.  The  motion 
was  seconded  and  carried. 

The  committee  amended  Resolution  No. 
33  by  inserting  the  word  "puchasing**  be- 
fore the  word  "value"  in  the  second 
'•whereas." 

Followlngr  is  the  resolution  as  amended 
by  the  committee: 

Resolution  No.  33 — ^By  Delegrates  Peter 
J.  Brady  and  Matthew  Woll,  Internation- 
al Photo  Engravers*  Union  of  North 
America : 

WHEREAS,  Great  Vara  of  the  past 
have  been  followed  by  an  inflation  of  cur- 
rency and  a  depreciaton  In  the  purchas- 
ing power  of  the  monetary  unit;  and 

WHEREAS,  One  of  the  Influences  af- 
fecting the  present  high  cost  of  living  is 
the  depreciated  purchasing  value  of  the 
dollar;  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Coim- 
cll  be  and  Is  hereby  instructed  to  make  a 
study  of  the  problem  of  establishing:  a 
dollar  of  stabilized  purchasing:  power  as 
It  may  be  presented  through  le^slatlve 
effort,  or  otherwise  during  the  year,  and 
to  submit  a  report  upon  the  subject  at 
the  1920  convention. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  as  amended. 

\The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 
Resolution   No.   37--By  Delegate  Meyer 
Abramson,  of  the  United  Umbrella  Han- 
dle and  Stick  Makers'  Union  No.  14.581: 

WHEREAS^  United  Umbrella  Handle 
and  Stick  Mabars*  Union  No.  14,581. 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  of  New  York 
Cfty  have  throiig:h  their  trade  union  ac- 
tivities succeeded  in  establishing  a  high 
standard  of  conditions  for  their  members: 
and 


WHEREAS.  The  standards  established 
by  United  Umbrella  Handle  and  Stick 
Makers'  Union  No.  14.581  are  higher  than 
the  rates  paid  to  workers  in  this  trade 
In  any  other  part  of  the  country  because 
of  the  thorough  organization  and  the  per- 
sistent activities  on  the  part  of  its  mem- 
bers for  the  protection  of  their  interests; 
and 

WHEREAS.  Because  of  the  laxity  of 
proper  regrulations  affecting:  the  importa- 
tion of  umbrella  handles  and  canes  into 
this  country  from  Japan,  the  interests  of 
the  workers  in  this  trade  are  seriously 
affected  because  of  the  nienace  of  the 
low  wage  paid  tb  the  Japanese  worker, 
whose  product  is  Imported  and  sold  in 
this  country  in  competition  with  the  high- 
paid  workers  in  this  trade;  and 

WHEREAS,  this  dangerous  competi- 
tion caused  by  the  importation  of  Japan- 
ese-made umbrella  handles  and  canes  is 
gradually  breaking  down  the  standards 
of  our  union  and  causing  the  unemploy- 
ment of  many  of  our  members  who  are 
Cjrced  to  seek  emplojnnent  In  other  lines 
of  Industry  not  as  remunerative;  there- 
fore, be  it 

«,SF?.9^^?'  ^y,  S?®  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual  Convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  In  convention  assembled. 
JrKiiJT®  ^®*  on  record  In  favor  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  protective  regulation 
against  the  Importation  into  this  country 
of  umbrella  handles  and  canes  by  Japan- 
ese manufacturers  that  threaten  to  break 
down  the  standards  of  American  work- 
men; and.  be  It  further 

rn^S^?iH^^\P**  tiie  Executive  Coun- 
-Jli*i  }^\  Anierlcan  Federation  of  Labor 
o«r«f„i"f ♦1"'^!?^  *^  «J^®  **^*«  matter  very 
mlffiV.^*^??"^"  *"^  ^^  ^^^  such  im- 
S^'^l^  ^^^l^^  ^  ^^y  ^  necessary  to 
ll'iKi^'^  "^/^l*;  competition  In  the  Inter- 
est and  protection  of  the  workers  engag- 
ing "ndust™  '®  ^"^  stick  mak- 

Your  committee  recommends  as  a  sub- 
stitute that  the  Executive  Council  be  in- 
structed to  investigate  the  situation  re- 
ferred to  and  to  give  such  assistance  as 
seems  most  advisable  to  protect  the  In- 
terests of  the  United  Umbrella  Handle 
and  Stick  Makers'  Union. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 

Resolution  No.  39— By  Delegate  George 
Sauter.  Central  Labor  Union.  Wilming- 
ton. Delaware: 

co^JictB'    ^•"*^®"***®"     ®'    shipbuilding 

RESOLVED.  That  tiie  Central  Labor 
Union  goes  on  record  as  opposlng^ShJ 
nrnl*^°*  ?.'  *^*  Government's  shipbSldiS| 
program  be<^use  of  the  effect  It  would 
have  on  Industrtal  conditions,  wid  be- 
cause  of  Oie   fact   that   the   &)v^meSt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 


845 


shall  predominate  on  the  high  seas,  mak- 
ing America  not  only  the  greatest  nation 
on  the  face  of  the  globe,  but  the  greatest 
shipbuilding  and  shipping  nation  as  well. 

Inasmuch  as  the  subject  is  already  cov- 
ered in  the  Ehcecutive  Council's  report 
and  as  the  language  of  this  resolution  in- 
dicates that  it  is  a  resolution  presented 
to  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Wilming- 
ton, rather  than  to  this  convention,  your 
conunittee  recommends  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  referred  bsok  to  that  central  body. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed- 

The  committee  reported  jointly  on  Res- 
olutions Nos.  42  and  191.  which  are  as 
follows: 

Resolution  No.  41--By  Delegate  Sauter. 
of  the  Central  Labor  Union.  Wilmington. 
DeL  Removal  of  Postmaster-General 
Burleson: 

The  present  Postmaster  General  has  on 
so  many  numerous  occasions  proven  that 
his  sympathies  are  not  with  the  working 
people  of  the  country,  that  he  stands 
against  co-operation  with  the  other  Gov- 
ernmental departments,  that  the  press  Is 
practically  imanimous  in  believing  him 
inefficient  and  incapable  of  occupying  his 
ofiee,  that  the  Central  Labor  Union  voices 
its  sentiments  in  this  resoltttion: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Wilmington  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union  goes  on  record  as  fav- 
oring the  removal  of  Postmaster-General 
Burleson  from  his  post  as  head  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  because  he  has 
proven  his  inefficiency  on  numerous  oc- 
casions, and  because  he  believes  in  mak- 
ing slaves  and  serfs  of  the  employes  in 
his  department. 

Resolution  No.  191— By  Delegates  Ed- 
ward J.  Gainor.  National  Association  of 
Letter  Carriers;  Thomas  F.  Flaherty.  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Postal  Employes; 
Edward  J.  Ryan.  Railway  Mail  Associa- 
tion: 

WHEREAS,  President  Wilson  in  his 
message  to  Congress  made  this  declara- 
tion :^Trhe  question  which  stands  at  the 
front  of  all  others,  in  every  country 
amidst  the  present  great  awakening  is 
the  question  of  labor.  The  object  of  all 
reform  in  this  essential  matter  must  be 
the  genuine  democratization  of  industry, 
based  upon  a  full  recognition  of  those  who 
work,  in  whatever  rank,  to  participate 
in  some  organic  way  in  every  decision 
which  directly  affects  their  welfare  or  the 
part  they  play  in  industry:*'  and 

WHEREAS,  Postmaster  General  Burle- 
son has  pursued  a  labor  policy  In  direct 
conflict  with  this  enunciation  of  princi- 
ples, and  in  answer  to  President  Gomp- 
ers,  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor,  has  characterised  as  ••silljr"  the 
right   of  collective   bargaining. 

WHEREAS,  Mr.  Burleson  has  ruthless- 
ly invaded  the  rights  of  the  employes  and 
has  interfered  in  ^fiance  of  law  with 
the  proper  functioning  of  their  organiza- 
tions; and  has  not  only  refused  to  recog- 


nize the  accredited  representatives,  but 
has  also  sought  to  have  repealed  the  em- 
ployes' constitutional  right  of  direct  pe- 
tition to  Congress, 

WHEREAS.  This  labor  policy— a  policy 
fastened  upon  every  governmental  agency 
under  Burleson*8  supervision — ^is  in  utter 
defiance  of  the  wishes  of  the  people  and 
in  complete  opposition  to  the  expressed 
words  of  President  Wilson;  and 

WHEREAS,  Burleson's  archaic  and  au- 
tocratic attitude  has  resulted  in  a  de- 
moralized service,  discontented  and  re- 
sentful employes,  confused  and  choked 
industrial  processes,  and  a  people  wrath- 
ful and  indignant  at  a  long  series  of  ad- 
ministrative blunders;   therefore,'  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  in  convention  assembled, 
speaking  directly  for  four  millions  organ- 
ized wage-earners  and  firm  in  the  belief 
that  this  reflects  the  sentiments  of  the 
vast  majority  of  the  American  people,  re- 
quest President  Wilson  to  remove  Post- 
master General  Burleson  from  office. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adop- 
tion of  Resolution  No.  191  as  covering  the 
substance  of  both  resolutions. 

Delegate  Gainor.  Letter  Carriers,  and 
Delegate  Flaherty.  Postal  Employes,  com- 
plimented the  report  of  the  committee 
and  refei'sed  briefly  to  some  of  the  prac- 
tices under  the  administration  of  the 
present  Postmaster-General  to  which  they 
objected. 

The  report  of  the  conunltte  was  iman 
imously  adopted. 

Delegate  McCullough,  Typographica 
Union,  called  attention  to  a  clrcular^ls- 
tributed  among  the  delegates  and  enti- 
tled, "Why  Labor  is  in  Favor  of  a  League 
of  Nations."  and  said  it  was  his  purpose 
to  point  out  an  error  in  a  statement  con- 
tained in  that  circular. 

President  Gompers  stated  that  neither 
Delegate  McCullough  nor  the  convention 
was  responsible  for  the  document  In  ques- 
tion. 

Delegate  McCuloIugh  asked  that  the 
delegates  compare  the  document  with  the 
printed  proceedings  of  the  convention 
bearing  on  the  report  of  the  American 
labor  mission  to  the  Peace  Conference. 

Resolution  No.  49— By  Delegate  Harry 
L.  Hartford,  of  Portsmouth.  N.  H.,  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union: 

WHEREAS.  On  March  1.  1918.  the 
President  of  the  United  States  approved 
the  expenditure  of  $50,000,000  for  the 
housing  of  shipyard  workers,  and  later, 
on  May  16.  1918,  approved  the  further  ex- 
penditure of  150,000.000  for  the  housing 
of  war  workers,  to  be  spent  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Emergency  Fleet  Corpora- 
tion and  the  United  States  Department 
of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  public  nfioney  appro- 
priated has  been  used  to  build  houses 
now  occupied  by  families  who  are  forced 
to  pay  abnormal  rents,  based  on  the  cost 
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of  construction,  completed  during:  the 
war  emergrency.  is  an  Injustice  and  a 
hardship  on  the  workers;  and 

WHEREAS,  Property  owners  have  tak- 
en advantage  of  the  excessive  prices  fixed 
by  the  Government  rent  adjusters  and 
carried  on  a  ^neral  campalsrn  of  profit- 
eering: and  rent  boosting,  thereby  impos- 
ing great  hardships  on  the  tenants;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  go 
on  record  as  protesting  the  policy  of  the 
Emergency  Fleet  Corporation  charging 
excessive  rents  for  the  property  built  by 
them  with  the  public  money;  and.  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  with  full  authority  and  in- 
Btmctions  to  convey  the  sentiment  of 
this  convention  to  all  persons  and  depart- 
ments concerned  and  to  use  all  means  at 
their  disposal  to  reduce  rents  on  all  Gov- 
ernment housing  projects  to  a  normal 
equitable  figure. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the 
subject  matter  of  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Council  for  in- 
vestigation and  such  action  as  may  seem 
most  advisable  for  the  carrying  into  ef- 
fect of  the  purpose  of  the  resolution. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  60 — ^By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland.  of  the  Central  Labor  Council* 
Portland,  Ore.: 

A  Resolution  demanding  the  election  of 
"foremen"  by  the  workmen  who  must 
work  under  their  directions. 

WHEREAS,  Union  men  must  function 
in  a  way  to  benefit  the  laboring  class  as 
a  whole  or  go  down  in  defeat;  and 

WHEREAS.  A  great  portion  of  the 
abuses  which  are  imposed  on  the  labor- 
ing class  by  the  employing  class  could 
not  be  successfully  practiced  were  it  not 
for  the  custom  now  established  of  keeping 
overseers  and  foremen  in  charge  of  work 
who  are  entirely  heartless  and  disregard- 
ful  of  the  welfare  of  the  workers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  producers  of  wealth 
have  as  much  right  to  decide  who  shall 
direct  their  labors  as  has  the  employer; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  on  and  after  May  1. 
1920,  the  workers  In  any  Industry  shall 
have  the  privilege,  and  are  encouraged  to 
demajid  the  right,  to  "elect**  the  foreman 
under  whom  they  shall  work,  by  a  major- 
ity vote  of  the  entire  force  of  the  em- 
ployes engaged  in  that  industry. 

Tour  committee  recommends  non-con- 
currence in  the  resolution. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Walker,  (John  H.),  United 
Mine  Workers,  made  a  strong  appeal  in 
behalf  of  the  co-operative  movemrant  and 
referred  to  the  success  of  that  movement 
in  England. 

Delegate  Strickland  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  resolution. 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists,  speaking  in 


favor  of  the  resolution,  referred  to  strikes 
which  had  occurred  in  Los  Angeles  and 
which  he  attributed  to  the  activities  of 
foremen  and  managers  who  he  said  were 
more  concerned  in  the  interests  of  the 
employers  than  in  those  of  the  workers. 

During  Delegate  Grow's  statement.  Del- 
egate Heller.  Ladies'  Garment  Workers, 
arose  to  a  point  of  order,  stating  that 
the  delegate  was  not  speaking  upon  the 
question  before  the  convention. 

President  Gompers  declared  the  point 
of  order  well  taken  and  requested  Dele- 
gate Grow  to  confine  himself  as  neariy 
as  possible  to  the  question  imder  consid- 
eration. 

Delegate  Grow  then  continued  his  state- 
ment, carrying  out  his  contention  that 
the  men  of  organized  labor  are  sufficient- 
ly intelligent  to  hold  positions  as  fore- 
men and  managers. 

Secretary  Prey,  for  the  conmiittee,  call- 
ed attention  to  the  substance  of  the  reso- 
lution by  way  of  reminding  the  delegates 
that  it  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with 
the  co-operative  movement  Continuing, 
he  said:  this  resolution  applies,  as  its 
language  indicates,  not  to  a  co-operative 
enterprise,  but  to  the  privately  owned 
and  operated  Industries  of  this  country. 
I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  literature  which  has  been  cir- 
culated upon  the  question  of  electing  fore- 
men and  in  the  speeches  made  in  trade 
union  meetings  upon  this  same  question, 
the  subject  does  not  stop  with  the  elec- 
tion of  foremen,  because  the  argument  it 
then  made,  and  it  is  a  logical  one,  that 
the  election  of  foreman  would  be  of  no 
value  because  the  foremen  would  be  un- 
der the  general  manager  and  the  board  of 
directors,  and  If  we  could  only  geT  the 
trade  union  movement  to  commit  itself 
to  the  election  of  foremen  In  industries,  it 
would  logically  follow  that  we  would  have 
to  elect  the  board  of  directors  and  de- 
termine who  the  general  manager  would 
be,  it  is  not  therefore  a  trade  union  prop- 
osition, and  I  have  made  this  statement 
so  that  you  will  more  thoroughly  imder- 
stand  what  is  included  in  the  resolution 
In  purpose,  if  not  in  language.  ^ 

On  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  57— By  Delegate  Max  S. 
Hayes,  of  the  International  Typographi- 
cal Union: 

WHEREAS.  With  the  rapid  demobiliaa- 
tion  of  our  valiant  soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines,  there  is  presented  acutely  the 
problem  of  emplojnment  for  these  men; 
and 

WHEREAS,  These  men  are  being  taken 
advantage  of  by  employers  who  are  offer- 
ing them  jobs  at  starvation  wages,  thufl 
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threatenlngr  and  breaking  down  union 
conditions;  and 

WHERBAS,  Employlngr  interests  haT« 
gone  so  far  as  to  use  our  former  soldiers, 
sailors  and  marines  as  scabs  to  break 
strikes,  securing:  these  boys  through  mis- 
representations and  allurements,  and 
tlu;ough  taking  advantage  of  their  neces- 
sity;  and 

WHEREIAS.  There  has  been  organized 
an  association  of  -ex-service  men,  banded 
together  as  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  for 
tibeir  own  protection,  in  fullest  sympathy 
with  organized  labor,  in  strongest  opposi- 
tion to  the  use  of  their  comrades  as 
strike  breakers,  as  they  have  shown  in 
uiose  cases  in  New  York  when  they  en- 
deavored to  prevent  the  use  of  uniform- 
ed men  in  the  harbor  strikes;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  association,  known  ai 
The  Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Martnes  Pro- 
tective Association,  is  organized  to  secure 
emploirment  for  its  members  at  union 
'^¥®®A-.*?^.  'i?^®''  "^*o»  conditions,  is 
committed  to  the  shorter  workday,  voca- 
tional training,  and  a  year's  pay  at  $30 
for  all  ex-service  men,  and  Is  in  thorougli 
sympathy  with  organized  labor;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  above  association  rec- 
ognizing the  evils  of  autocracy  and  mili- 
tonsm,  its  members  having  given  their 
Uves  to  preserve  the  nation's  peace  and 
democratic  institutions,  is  pledged  to 
these  lofty  ends:  and 

WHEREAS.  The  purposes  of  the  asso- 
^}u^Vu  a*>ove  mentioned  are  In  accord 
with  those  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Lianor;  be  It 

fh?^A2yp^'  ^**  S"^  convention  of 
the  American  FMeration  of  Labor  call 
upon  its  aflUlated  organizations  to  ot^ 
courage  and  assist  morally  and  flnancfal- 
IL^S  Soldiers.  Sailors^and  MaHnes  Pro- 
fSSii  ®«f^fS55?*^®"'  S^^^  similar  assoda. 
tlons  of  soldiers  and  saUors  for  similar 

Snyrfghts       "^""^   ^^^"^  ^""^  demanS 

Tour  committee  directs  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  proper  and  adequate  organ- 
izations to  regulate  the  terms  of  employ- 
ment and  the  conditions  of  labor  for  ex- 
soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  are  the  exUt- 
Ing  national  and  international  unions,  as 
recognized  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor.  Your  committee  recommends 
that  ex-soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  be 
advised  that  the  American  trade  unions 
which  supported  them  so  vigorously,  pa- 
triotically and  unanimously  while  they 
were  In  uniform  are  the  organizations 
with  which  they  should  affiliate  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  their  economic  w^- 
fare  and  advancing  their  interests.  Your 
committee  therefore  recommends  non- 
concurrence  in  the  resolution. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

"Vice-President  Green  in  the  chair. 

The  resolution  was  favored  in  state- 
ments made  by  Delegate  Birch,  News- 
boys* Union  No.  15834,  and  Delegate  Max 
Hayes,  Typographical  Union,  both  basing 
their  defense  of  the  resolution  mainly  on 
the  statement  that  ex-soldiers,  sailors  and 


marines  were  being  used  by  the  employ- 
ers to  hamper  the  members  of  trade 
unions  in  their  demands  for  better  condi- 
tions. 

In  answering  a  statement  made  by  Del- 
egate Hayes  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Resolutions  was  reactionary 
and  had  killed  every  progressive  measure 
that  had  been  introduced.  Secretary  Frey 
pointed  to  the  fact  that  in  nearly  every 
instance  the  report  of  the  committee  had 
been  supported  by  the  convention.  Speak- 
ing then  on  the  main  question  Secretary 
Frv  said:  I  want  to  make  it  clear  that 
the  argument  we  have  just  listened  to  is 
confusing  and  tends  to  be  misleaxling. 
The  question  is  not  upon  the  right  or 
advisability  of  ex-soldiers,  sailors  and 
marines  organizing.  It  is  upon  an  entire- 
ly different  question.  The  reconstruction 
program  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  has  msxle  provisions  aimed  at  the 
welfare  of  the  man  who  has  left  off  his 
uniform,  which  provisions  are  apparently 
more  extensive,  cover  a  wider  field  and  go 
further  than  any  attempts  that  have  yet 
been  presented  by  any  of  the  newly  form- 
ed Veterans*  Associations.  There  can  be 
no  question  as  to  the  sympathy  we  have 
for  these  men  in  their  efforts  to  look  af- 
ter their  interests,  and  nothing  that  could 
be  said  in  opposition  to  the  committee's 
report  could  be  taken  as  a  criticism  of 
the  committee.  The  committee  does  not 
in  any  way  oppose  the  organization  of 
these  men  as  they  deem  best  to  look  af- 
ter their  Interests  as  ex-veterans.  Your 
committee  does  not  report  adversely  to 
the  organization  of  Veterans*  Associa- 
tions, but  It  does  can  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  these  ex-veterans  shoul'l  he 
Informed  that  when  It  comes  to  the  qn^s- 
tlon  of  hours  of  labor,  wape  rates,  niles 
nnd  reeni«t»on.s  In  the  shop.  etc..  they 
whotild  loin  the  tra<^e  union  movement  for 
the  nnmose  of  taWnsr  these  matters  up. 
Instead  of  having  another  organization. 

T  nm  fture  that  the  delegate  who  op- 
po.qed  the  committee's  renort  would  be 
the  last  one  to  advocate  a  dual  movement 
In  this  country,  and  yet  to  endorse  this 
resol\itlon  would  be  In  effect  to  endorse 
a  nronosltlon  that  we  favor  a  separate 
movement  in  this  country  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  wage  rates  or  conditions  of 
employment  In  any  particular  establish- 
ment. I  want  it  distinctly  understood 
that,  so  far  as  your  committee  was  capa- 
ble of  interpreting  the  language  of  the 
resolution,  it  provides  for  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  a  dual  movement  in  our 
country. 

President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 

Several  delegates  called  for  the  previous 
question. 
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Delegate  Deutelbaum.  Detroit  Federa- 
tion of  Labor:  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
chair  if  it  is  necessary  that  a  delegate 
calling  for  the  previous  question  be  rec- 
ognized by  the  chair. 

President  Oompers:   No. 

Treasurer  Tobin:  What  constitutes  a 
sufficient  number  calling  for  the  previous 
Question. 

President  Oompers:  Thirty. 

Treasurer  Tobin  then  stated  that  on 
three  or  four  occasions  he  had  attempted 
to  gain  recognition  on  questions  before 
the  convention,  that  he  had  jrielded  to 
other  delegates  and  that  before  he  l}ad 
an  opportunity  to  speak  the  previous 
question  was  always  called  for  and  de- 
bate closed. 

President  Oompers  stated  that  he  did 
not  desire  to  deprive  any  delegate  from 
the  opportunity  of  speaking  on  any  ques- 
tion before  the  convention,  but  that  when 
a  sufficient  number  of  delegates  called 
for  the  previous  question  he  had  no  other 
alternative  under  the  rules  than  to  put 
the  motion. 

A  viva  voce  vote  was  taken  on  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question.  The 
chair  being  in  doubt  as  to  the  result,  a 
vote  by  show  of  hands  was  taken,  result- 
ing as  follows:  161  in  favor  of  the  prevl- 
our  question;  114  opposed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Resolu- 
tion No.  67  was  again  read,  and  the  re- 
port concurred  in  by  the  convention. 

Delegate  Simmer.  Stereotypers:  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  chair  under  what  parlia- 
mentary rules  he  finds  that  the  previous 
question  can  be  called  for  without  some 
delegate  rising  and  being  recognized. 

President  Oompers:  When  the  question 
is  called  for  from  several  quarters  in  suf- 
ficient numbers,  it  cannot  be  ignored. 
The  point  you  raise  is  not  provided  for  in 
the  rules. 

Delegate  Duncan,  James  A.:  Isn't  it 
mandatory  for  any  person  seeking  recog- 
nition to  first  rise  and  be  recognized  by 
the  chair? 

President  Oompers:  That  is  the  general 
practice. 

Secretary  Frey  continued  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Resolution  No.  73— By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,   Ore..   Central  Council: 

WHEREAS.  Unrest  is  rampant  thruout 
the  land;  and 

WHE2RE3AS,  This  unrest  would  be  miti- 
gated and  greatly  relieved  If  all  classes 
of  men  could  express  their  wishes  at  the 
voting  polls;  and 

WHEREAS,  Many  workers  are  deprived 
of  the  right  to  vote  by  having  been  dis- 
charged, purposely,  and  caused  to  move 
away  from  the  precincts  where  they  were 
entitled  to  a  vote;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  day  of  "Ward -heeling" 


and  "gang-voting"  is  passed  for  ever  in 
America;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  United  States 
Congress  and  all  State  Legislatures  be 
and  hereby  are  petitioned  to  so  change 
the  registration  laws  that  every  citizen 
can  cast  a  vote  at  all  elections,  who  has 
resided  within  the  precinct  where  the 
vote  is  offered  to  be  cast,  for  a  period  of 
twenty-four  consecutive  hours  previous  to 
the  act  of  voting. 

Your  committee  recommends  non-con- 
currence in  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Strickland,  Portland  Central 
Labor  Union,  opposed  the  report  of  the 
committee  and  urged  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopt- 
ed. 

Resolution  No.  8J— By  C.  A.  Strickland, 
of  the  Portland,  Ore.,  Central  Labor 
Council. 

WHEREAS,  The  only  soil  in  which 
"dual  unions"  have  rooted  is  the  attempt* 
ed  monopolization  of  labor's  functionings 
by  the  crafts,  under  the  tutelage  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.;  and 

WHEREAS,  An  aristocracy  of  union 
labor  would  curse  the  world  as  sorely  as 
has  the  aristocracy  of  capitalism;  and 

WHEREAS.  By  the  introducUon  of 
modem  machinery,  one  unskilled  man  is 
enabled  to  render  a  large  number  of  skill- 
ed mechanics  Jobless;  and 

WHEREAS.  Through  this  process  of 
changing  the  methods  of  doing  the  world's 
work  it  is  not  far  amiss  to  state  that 
"there  are  no  crafts  at  the  present  stage 
of  Industrial  development;"  and 

WHEREAS.  The  new  industrial  dem- 
ocracy must  be  met  with  entirely  new 
plans  of  action  by  the  toilers;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  in 
regular  session  assembled,  thst  the  Gen- 
eral Executive  Board  proceed  at  once  to 
formulate  a  plan  for  the  reorganization 
of  the  labor  movement;  to  change  from 
the  craft-line  plan  of  organization  to  one 
being  based  on  the  plan  of  "industries" 
or  "plant  unions,"  making  all  workinir 
cards  universally  interchangeable.  To 
empower  the  several  shop  committees, 
representing  the  different  classes  of  work 
In  each  plant  to  form  a  general  shop,  or 
plant  committee,  invested  with  powers  to 
legislate  in  all  matters  of  interest  to  the 
workmen  of  that  industry.  They  shall 
RCt.  subject  to.  or  not  In  conflict  with 
their  District  Central  Council.*?,  which 
Councils  shall  co-operate  with  other  sim- 
ilar Councils,  through  and  by  State  fed- 
erated bodies  consisting  of  delegates 
from  the  District  Central  Councils.  These 
5?tate  federated  bodies  to  be  bound  by  and 
conform  to  the  general  con.stItutIon  of 
the  reorganized  American  Federation  ot 
Labor. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  State  and  Na- 
tional Federation  bodies  shall  hold  annual 
or  called  conventions  as  the  needs  and 
welfare  of  labor's  Interests  shall  require. 

Your  committee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence In  the  resolution. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  repori 
of   the  committee   be   adopted. 
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President  Oompers:  The  chair  would  like 
to  hare  some  information  on  a  certain  point, 
and  I  presume  it  would  be  of  some  Interest 
to  the  delegates  to  this  convention.  If  the 
oonyenUon  were  to  adopt  the  resolution  you 
introduced,  Dele^te  Strickland,  would  or 
would  it  not  involve  the  reoriranization  or  thv 
dissolution  of  the  present  existing  national 
and  international  unions  f 

Delegate  Strickland:  Details  can  never 
be  agreed  to  for  the  future.  Details  can  only 
apply  to  conditions  as  they  exist  now.  There 
is  no  time  but  now;  the  past  is  gone  for- 
ever, the  future  never  was.  Then  If  changes 
of  administration  and  operation  shall  be  re- 
quired by  the  international  organisations  to 
suit  the  refomuktlon  which  will  favor  the 
least  favored  element  of  society,  where  our 
danger  now  lies,  a  danger  we  must  face,  then 
I  say  that  by  getting  together  around  a  ta- 
ble and  deciding  on  measures  as  they  are 
going  to  come  from  the  least  favored  ele- 
ment of  society,  we  can  succeed  in  forming 
those  legislative  bodies  and  powers  without 
going  through  a  civil  strife  In  the  labor 
world,  whereas  if  we  don't  begin  at  the  bet- 
tom  and  fix  the  mud-sills,  then  I  fear  for  the 
future.  It  would  call  for  readjustment,  but 
not  for  dissolution. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Treasurer  Tobfn  requested  that  some  ac- 


tion be  taken  whereby  persons  who  are  not 
delegates  to  the  convention  might  be  seated 
apart  from  the  regularly  elected  delegates. 
He  stated  that  persons  other  than  delegates 
had  voted  on  questions  that  had  come  before 
the  convention. 

President  Oompers  instructed  the  ser- 
geant-at-arms  and  the  messenger  to  so  ar- 
range the  seats  at  the  afternoon  session  that 
there  would  be  a  distinct  line  of  separation 
between  the  delegates  and  the  visitors,  and 
stated  that  In  all  future  sessions  only  the 
regularly  accredited  delegates  would  be  per- 
mitted to  sit  In  the  main  body. 

Resolutions  Re-Refezred. 

Delegate  Well,  secretary  of  the  Committee 
on  Iteecutlve  Council's  Report,  moved  that 
Resolutions  Nos.  87,  147,  181  and  203,  all 
relating  to  proposals  for  the  Increase  of  offi- 
cers' and  organisers'  salaries,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Law. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  after  a 
short  discussion  in  which  President  Gompers, 
Treasurer  Tobln  and  Delegate  Well  took  part, 
the  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  and 
the  resolutions  transferred  to  the  Committee 
on   Law. 

At  12.45  P.  M.  the  eonvenUon  was  ad- 
journed to  2.30  o'clock. 


EIGHTH  DAY— Wednesday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2:S0  P.  M.,  Jane  18th.,  President  Gompers 
in  the  chair. 

AbMnteee — Croaff,  Fox  (Charles).  Dono- 
ghue,  Cooney.  Ott,  Iglesias,  Rutherford, 
Howard,  Schildt,  Harrison,  Bily,  Dan  OXeary, 
Hoffman.  Fitchie,  Harlin,  Bryan.  Yarrow, 
O'Donnell  (S.).  Oanfleld.  Taylor  (0.  C). 
Moran.  Willis.  Gregson,  Bittner,  Knutson. 
Stans,  Evans.  Raine,  Oaney,  Hoffman.  Framp- 
ton,  Thomas  (L.  N.),  Hourigan,  Woodman- 
see,  Wilkinson,  McMice.  Clark  (E.  E.). 
Grass.  Cooper,  Brogan,  Oolvln,  Setver,  Toun- 
son.  Berger  (L.),  Fitts. 
UO  North  Broad  Street 

United     States     Shipping    Board 

Emergency    Fleet    Corporation 

Phfladelpbia,   Pa. 

June   16.    1919. 
Mr.   Samud   Gompers, 

Hotel   Alamac, 
Atlantic   City,   N.   J. 
Dear  Mr.  Gompers: 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your 
letters  of  June  10th  and  June  11th  relative 
to   the    naming   and   sponsoring   of   the   ship 


"Afel" — named  in  honor  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor — ^whieh  ia  to  go  into 
the  water  at  Hog  Island  on  June  28th.  I 
am  writing  to  Mrs.  Gonboy.  whom  you  have 
designated  as  sponsor,  formally  notifsring 
her  of  tlie  appointment  and  advising  her 
that  details  will  be  communicated  by  the 
builders. 

Mr.  Brush,  president  of  the  Am«4can 
International  Shipbuilding  Corporation,  ad- 
vises me  that  he  has  designated  a  committee 
of  workers  at  Hog  Island  to  have  charge  of 
the  launching  program,  and  that  he  is 
hopeful  that  all  the  officers  of  the  Federa- 
tion and  as  many  of  the  delegates  to  the 
Atlantic  City  convention  as  possible,  will  be 
present  at  the  launching. 

Very  truly  yours. 

FRANK   B.  LORD. 
Assistant   to   the   Chairman 

President  Gompers:  In  addition  to  this 
communication  I  nwy  state  that  a  com- 
mittee of  the  employees  in  the  Hog  Island 
shipyards    called    upon  me   and   informed   me 
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that  a  conunittce  of  the  union  men  in  that 
shipyard  has  been  appointed  to  have  full 
charge  of  the  program  of  the  laonehing  and 
the  ceremonies  in  connection  with  it,  that 
the  officers  of  national  and  international 
unions  and  central  bodies  are  inyited  to  De 
present  and  that  the  only  badge  of  admis- 
sion necessary  to  the  men  and  women  of 
organised  labor  is  their  vnion  card.  All  onr 
friends    are   also   inyited   to    be   present. 

Delegate  Steward  obtained  onanimons 
consent  to  the  introduction  of  a  resolution 
and   presented    the   following: 

Besdntion  No.  224— By  Luther  C.  Steward, 
Wm.  E.  Junker,  M.  J.  Leonard,  Florence 
Etheridge,  National  Federation  of  Federal 
Employees. 

WHEREAS,  The  U.  S.  Navy  Department 
has  now  under  consideration  a  plan  to  als- 
place  the  civilian  policemen  stationed  at  tHe 
various  Navy  Yards  and  Stations  by  detail- 
ing enlisted  U.  S.  Marines  to  perform  these 
duties;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  .  issuance  of  such  an 
order  would  throw  a  large  number  of 
civilian  organised  employees  out  of  employ- 
ment, thus  causing  needless  hardships  to 
their    famUies;   and   therefbre   be   it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  now  in  convention  assembled,  that 
it  enters  a  most  emphatic  protest  against 
the  plan  contenkplated  and  demands  that  tne 
present  civilian  force  of  policemen  tie  r» 
tained;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Gouncfl 
be  instructed  to  take  this  matter  up  immed- 
iately with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
take  such  steps  as  wUl  retain  the  present 
oivilian    policemen    in    their    posittons. 

Referred  to  Ck>mmittee  on  Local  and 
Federal    Bodies. 

Delegate  Lennon  obtained  unanimous  eon- 
sent  to  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  and 
presented   the    following: 

Resolution  No.  226.--By  Delegate  John  R 
Lennon  of  the  Bkiomington  Central  Labor 
Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  some  members  of  the 
Executive  Council  be  and  are  hereby  directed 
to  meut  with  representatives  of  organisations 
of  discharged  soldiers,  saUors  and  marines 
with  the  object  in  view  of  co-operation  tn 
securing  employment  for  the  returned  men 
and  also  with  the  object  in  yiew  of  brfn»- 
ing  about  a  co-operati<m  between  the  Fed- 
eration and  soldiers  organization  that  wiO 
protect  the  boys  in  the  securing  of  union 
wages,    hours   and  conditions   of  employment. 

Referred    to    Committee    on    Resolutions. 

Delegate  Strickland.  Portland,  Ore.,  asked 
unanimous  consent  to  the  introduction  of 
a  resolution,  requesting  the  Department  of 
Labor  to  form  a  Business  Agents'  Bureau, 
where  reports  of  business  agents  can  be 
compUed  and  sent  to  aO  central  bodies.  Ob- 
jection was  offered  and  the  resolution  was 
not   introduced. 

Delegate  Hannon  obtained  unanimous  con- 
sent to  the  introduction  of  a  resolution  and 
presented    the   following: 

Resolution     No.     22&— By     Delegate 


Hannon,  San  Joaquin  County  Central  Labor 
CouncU,   Stockton,   Calif. 

WHEREAS,  In  the  City  of  Rockford.  DL, 
a  group  of  employers,  who  contrcd  tne 
financial  and  industrial  business,  have  con- 
centrated all  of  their  resources  to  destroy 
organised  labor,  denying  the  right  of  the 
men  and  women  there,  to  organize  in  to 
Trades  Unions,  denjring  them  the  right  of 
collective  bargaining,  refusing  to  Inaugurate 
the  recognised,  shorter  workday,  and  a  bv 
ing  wage  scale;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  furniture  workers,  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  Carpenters'  Union 
and  others,  have  just  passed  through  a  bitter 
strike,  to  maintain  their  organisation,  ana 
at  the  present  time  over  Eighteen  Hundred 
members  of  the  International  Association  of 
Machinists,  are  on  strike,  for  the  same  prin- 
ciples :    and 

WHEREAS,  This  group  of  employers  are 
supported  by  other  emplojrers  in  the  North- 
ern part  of  Illinois  and  the  Southern  part 
of  Wisconsin,  in  the  towns  of  BaUvia, 
Aurora,  Elgin,  Janesville,  Beloit,  Madison 
and  others,  in  the  Rock  River  and  Fox 
River  Valley's,  where  the  workers  are  not 
permitted  to  establish  legitimate  Trade 
Unions,  where  the  hours  of  labor  are  long, 
and  the  wages  abnormally  low;  therefore, 
be    it. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Councfl 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  requested  to  send  to 
the  city  of  Rockford.  one  of  their  most 
capable  organisers,  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
vestigating the  conditions  of  labor  in  that 
place  and  to  the  other  points  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  paragraph,  with  the  object  tn 
view,  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  every  m- 
temational  Organisation  affected,  a  report 
of  the  exact  conditions,  as  they  are  found  to 
exist,  and  that  each  International  Organisa- 
tion interested,  be  strongly  urged  to  co- 
operate with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  thoroughly  organise  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  establish  Industrial  De- 
mocracy far  the  men  and  women  of  labor. 

Referred   to   Committee   on    Organisation. 

Ddegate  Hayes,  M.  S.,  Typographical 
Union,  asked  unanimous  consent  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  on  educational  matters. 
He  explained  that  the  resolution  he  desired 
to  introduce  was  on  the  subject  of  social 
and  sex   hygiene. 

Vice-President  Duncan  asked  Delegate 
Hayes  if  it  were  not  a  fkct  that  such  a 
resolution  could  have  been  prepared  eazty 
in  the  convention  and  submitted  within  tlie 
time  limit.  Ddegate  Hayes  replied  that  he 
did  not  get  the  resolution  earlier.  Vice- 
President  Duncan  objected  and  the  resolu- 
tion   was    not    introduced. 

President  Gompers:  The  Chair  has  been 
instructed  to  appoint  a  eommittee  of  tvro  tor 
the  purpose  of  endeavoring  to  adjust  the 
controversy  between  the  WUlys-Overlandr 
Automobile  Company  and  organised  labor. 
The  Chair  desires  to  name  on  that  commit- 
tee Charles  L.  Baine,  of  the  Boot  and  Shoe 
Workers,  and  John  A.  Veil,  of  the  GUum 
Bottle    Blowers. 

Secretary  Morrison:  The  name  of  George 
Jones    is    substituted    for    that    of    Delegate 
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Hickey    on    th«    ip«eial    eommittM    on    oon- 
vtmetion  of  Conereto  Ships. 

Secretary  Morrison  asked  that  tha  section 
of  the  ExecntiYa  Council's  report  under  the 
caption  "Jurisdiction  Over  Shipyard  Lal>- 
orers"  be  referred  to  the  Ck>mmittee  on  Ad- 
inBtment,  as  this  portion  of  the  report  had 
not  been  referred  to  any  committee.  The 
request  was  complied  with. 

BEFOBT    OF    OOMBIITTEB    ON    BBSOLU- 
TI0N8 

Ddegate  Frey,  Secretary  of  the  Commit- 
tee,  reported   as   follows: 

Resolution  No.  8&— By  Delegate  C.  A. 
Strickland,  of  the  Central  lAbor  Council,  of 
Portland,    Ore. : 

WHEREAS,  It  has  recently  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  organised  labor  that  in  addi- 
tion to  other  enormous  sums  incurred  by  tne 
late  war  is  an  expense  of  eighty-one  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents  ($81.76)  per  man  sent 
to  foreign  soil,  and  realizing  that  labor  in 
the  finality  pays  all  debts;  therefore,  De  it 
RESOLVED  That  the  American  Federal 
tion  of  Labor  respectfully  request  tnat  tne 
Congress  of  this  United  States  give  some  ex- 
planation why  this  was  done.  We,  the  or- 
ganized labor  of  this  country  would  wd- 
come  any  information  which  would  explain 
why  our  sons  were  required  to  offer  their 
lives  in  the  protection  of  other  nations  and 
pay  for  the  privilege  of  doing  so. 

Your  committee  recommends  non-coa- 
enrrence   with   the   resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to 
adopt  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 
The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegate 
Strickland  who  opposed  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Committee    was    carried. 

Resolutions  Nos.  88  and  99,  dealing  with 
federal  civil  service  laws,  were  acted  upon 
together.      The   resolutions   are   as    follows: 

Resolution  No.  88 — By  Delegates  Thomas 
P.  Flaherty  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Postal  Employes:  Edward  J.  Gainor  of  the 
National  Association  of  Letter  Carriers; 
Luther  C.  Steward  of  the  National  Federa- 
tion of  Federal  Employes;  B.  J.  Ryan  or 
the  Railway  Mail  Association. 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  Civil  Service  mws 
are  defective  in  not  making  provision  for 
granting  employes  the  right  to  appeal  nrom 
the  judgment  of  officials  in  disciplinary 
cases  involving  the  motion  or  dismissal;  and 
WHEREAS,  This  lodging  arbitrary  power 
in  the  hands  of  officials  frequently  restUts  in 
injustices  being  inflicted  upon  employes  and 
tends  toward  the  upbuilding  of  a  bureau- 
cracy in  our  government  institutioi»;  there- 
fore,  be  it  ,,    '      ,  ^      ,  ^.     « 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
instruct  the  Executive  Council  to  co-operate 
with  the  representatives  of  affiliated  organ- 
izations of  civil  service  employes  in  securing 
the  enactment  of  legislation,  granting  civil 
service  empkyyes  tbe  right  to  a  hearing  and 
to  an  appeal  from  the  Judgment  of  officials 
in    eases    involving    demotion    or    dismissal. 


Resolution  No.  99— By  Delegate  George  11. 
Wrenn,  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Brancli 
of    Amoriean    Federation    of    Labor: 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  CivU  Servxee 
Laws  are  defective  in  that  they  make  no 
provision  for  protecting  civil  service  em- 
ployees with  the  right  of  appeal  from  tHe 
Judgment  of  department  officials  in  cases 
affecting  their  removal  or  demotion;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  has  been  found  that  m 
thus  lodging  arbitrary  power  in  the  hands 
of  executive  officials  the  laws  have  enabled 
them  to  remove  or  demote  employed  at 
pleasure ;    and 

WHEREAS,  This  power  has  been  at  times 
unjustly  used,  and  that  men  have  been  re- 
moved for  merely  doing  what  Union  laborers 
in  industrial  employment  do  unquestioned  for 
merely  endeavoring  to  better  the  condition 
under  which  they  and  their  fellow  men  work; 
therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  request  tbe 
National  Elxecutive  Council  to  co-oi>erate 
with  the  representetives  of  affiliated  organ- 
izations of  civil  service  employees  in  their 
endeavors  to  secure  the  right  of  an  appeal 
and  a  hearing  before  a  properly  constituted 
Court  of  Appeals  in  cases  affecting  demotion 
and    dismiss^. 

Your  committee  recommended  the  adoption 
of  these  resolutions. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  90— By  Delegates  Thomas 
P.  Flaherty,  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Postal  Employes,  and  Edward  J.  Ryan, 
RaUway    Mail    Association: 

WHEREAS.  Thousands  of  postal  employes 
throughout  the  postal  service  are  compelled 
to  work  nights  under  conditions  inimical  to 
their  mental  and  physical  wdl-being;  ano 
WHEREAS,  The  Postal  Department  grants 
no  recognition  by  either  a  wage  or  a  time 
differential  of  the  admitted  hardships  of  night 
work ;   and 

WHEREAS.  The  affiliated  Postal  Employes 
are  endeavoring  to  criminate  unneceasary 
night  work  in  the  service  by  securing  a  re- 
duction in  the  daily  working  schedule  of  fif- 
teen minutes  in  every  hour  worked  after  6:00 
P.  M.  and  prior  to  6:00  A.  M.,  a  legislative 
reform  beneficial  to  the  men  and  the  service; 
therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  endorse 
the  efforts  of  affiliated  postal  workers  to 
minimize  night  work  in  the  service  and  in- 
struct the  Executive  Council  to  co-operato 
in  securing  from  the  66th  Congress  the  need- 
ed legislation. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  Resolution. 

The  reoommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resoution  No.  91— By  Ddegate  Florence 
Etheridge.  of  the  National  Federation  of 
Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS.  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  has  from  its  inception  urged  tne 
political  equality  of  women  on  the  same 
terms  as   men;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  last  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  adopted  a 
resolution    calling    upon    its    officials    to    xmm 
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their  best  efforts  to  eeeure  the  passage  or 
the  Federal  Suffrage  Amendment  throngn 
the  United  States  Senate:  and 

WHEREAS,  The  passage  of  the  amend- 
ment through  Ck>ncress  has  now  been 
achieved  and  the  amendment  is  before  the 
seTeral  states  for  ratification;  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  ehall 
urge  tlie  ratification  of  tlie  snfliarge  amend- 
ment by  the  several  state  legislatures,  and 
shall  do  aO  in  its  power  to  aid  in  the  speedy 
consummation  of  this  last  step  in  woman's 
enfranchisement,  as  it  has  ever  aided 
throughout   the   long  struggle. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of    this    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Ck>mmittee  was 
adopted. 

Resolutions  Nos.  92  and  112,  dealing  with 
the  retirement  of  civil  service  emidoyees 
upon  service  annuities,  were  covered  in  one 
report.       The  resolutions  are  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  92— By  Delegates  Edward 
J.  Gainor,  of  tlie  National  Association  of 
Letter  Carriers;  William  D.  Clark,  of  the 
Plate  Printers'  International  Unien;  Jonn 
B.  Colpoys,  of  the  Washington,  D.  C,  Cen- 
tral Labor  Union;  Charles  D.  Duffy,  of  the 
National  Association  of  Letter  Caraiers;  Ed- 
ward J.  Ryan,  Railway  Mail  Association: 
Luther  0.  Steward.  National  Federation  of 
Federal  Employes;  Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  Na- 
tional   Federation    of    Postal    Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  retirement  of  superan- 
nuated civil  service  employes  upon  service 
annuities  is  now  general^  recognised  as 
Justifiable  from  both  a  humane  and  a  busi- 
nss   standpoint ;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Govern- 
ment is  one  of  the  few  in  the  world  that 
makes  no  provision  for  the  retirement  of  its 
aged  civil  service  workers  -resulting  in  one 
of  two  conditions;  men  are  heartlessly  dis- 
missed after  years  of  faithful  service  or 
they  are  retained  upon  the  pay-roll  when  no 
longer   able   to    render    efficient   service;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  compensation  of  Govern- 
ment employes  is  insufficient  to  permit  of 
adequate  savings  for  voluntary  retirement 
in  <^d  age;  and 

WHEREAS,  All  political  parties  in  thetr 
platforms  have  pledged  their  support  lor 
the  enactment  of  retirement  legislation; 
therefore,    be    It. 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
does  hereby  go  on  record  as  favoring  an 
equitable  retirement  law  for  superannuated 
Government  employes,  as  contemplated  by  tne 
Lehlbach  Bill  (H.  R.,  8U9),  and  the 
Sterling  Bill  (S.  1699),  now  pending  before 
Congress,  and  that  the  Executive  CounoU  ts 
hereby  instructed  to  use  every  means  at  ns 
command  to  secure  the  enactment  of  sucb 
legislation  by  the  Sixty-sixth  Congress. 

Resolution  No.  112 — ^By  Ddegate  George 
H.  Wrenn.  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  employees  of  the  dlDsr- 
ent  department  of  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment upon  reaching  the  age  of  incapac- 
ity are  either  discharged  or  obliged  to  resign; 
and 


of 


WHEREAS,  Every  other  large  nation, 
cept  China  and  Turkey  have  a  system 
pensioning  or   retiring  aged   workers;   and 

WHEREAS.  A  measure  known  as  the  Mo- 
Kellar-Keatinjr  Retirement  Bill  has  bwn  in- 
troduced in  Congress  which  would  upon  Its 
enactment  grant  a  moderate  pension  ts 
government  workers  and  the  workers  during 
their  employment,  contributing  from  their 
earnings  for  the  eventual  retirement;  and 

WHEREAS,  Secretary  Morrison  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  has  already  appeared  before  the 
House  Committee  on  Interstate  Commerce  in 
advocacy  of  this  measure;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Conventton  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  request  the  Executive  CouncU  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  assist 
the  National  ofllcers  of  affiliated  government 
employees'  organisations  in  their  endeavors 
to  have  this  proposed  law  enacted,  and  the 
It  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  A.  F.  of  L.  notify 
members  of  Congress  of  this  action  and  re- 

auest  their  support  of  the  McKellar-Keating 
iU. 

Tour  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  Resolution  No.  92  as  covering  the  su^ 
stance  of  both  resoutlons. 

Ddegate  Flaherty,  Nattonal  Federation  of 
Postal  Employees,  suggested  that  Resolution 
No.  92,  be  amended  by  adding,  after  the 
sixth  line  of  the  last  section,  "and  the  Sterl- 
ing Bill,  S.  1699."  The  amendment  was 
accepted   by   the   Committee. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee,  as 
amended,   was   adopted. 

Resolution  No.  108 — By  Delegate  E.  O.  Gal- 
loway, of  the  Tri-City  Central  Trades  and 
Labor   Council  of  Granite  City,  HL 

WHEREAS,  The  eommittee  on  reconetme- 
tion  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  has 
declared:  '*Tlie  very  life  and  properties  ano 
free  democratic  institutions  are  dependent 
upon  freedom  of  speech,  of  the  press  and  or 
assemblage  and  association,  we  insist  that  all 
restrictions  of  freedom  of  speech,  press,  and 
public  assembly,  association  ana  trav^  be 
eompletdy  removed,  individuals  and  groups 
being  responsible  for  their  Utterances.  These 
fundamental  rights  must  be  set  out  with 
clearness  and  must  not  be  denied  or  abridged 
in  any  manner;**  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Executive  CouncQ  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  endorsed 
the  foregoing  statement  in  the  following 
language:  "We  call  not  only  upon  the  or- 
ganised workers  but  upon  the  whole  people 
of  America  to  bring  into  a  state  of  active  op- 
eration the  splendid  humanitarian  and  demo- 
cratic reconstruction  program  here  presoit- 
ed";  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor demand  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  "Es- 
pionage Act;"  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  instruct 
the  Executive  Council  to  oppose  any  and  all 
attempts  on  the  part  of  the  present  Congress, 
State  Legislatures,  City  Councils  or  law-mak- 
ing bodies  to  enact  legislation  of  a  character 
denounced  by  the  Executive  Council,  abrldg- 
ing  or  restricting  the  constitutional  rights  of 
American  citlsensj  and,   be  it  furtner 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed 
to  transmit  copies  of  this  resolution  to  tne 
President  of  the  United  States,  both  Hous« 
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of  ConsreM  and  th«  Goremon  and  Leffisla- 
tnres  of  the  Mverml  States. 

The  convention  having  already  acted  upon 
the  tabject  matter  contained  in  the  whereaMv 
and  flret  reeolye,  jour  connnittea  recom- 
mends the  adoption  of  the  two  last  resolv^ds. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  128— By  Delegation  of  the 
International  Seamen's  Union: 

WHEREAS,  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  has  construed  section  eleven  of 
the  Seamen's  Act  so  that  foreign  and  Ameri- 
can vessels  may  pay  advanced  wages  in  for- 
eign por^  where  such  practice  is  not  for- 
bidden by  law  and  that  such  advances  are  to 
be  allowed  in  these  United  States  wnen  tne 
seaman  is  paid  ofF;  and 

WHEREAS,  Section  four  of  the  same  Act 
has  by  Court  of  Appeals  been  construed  so 
that  one-half  of  the  total  wages  earned  must 
remain  with  the  vessel  for  the  purpose  or 
keeping  the  seaman  to  his  shipping  contract; 
and 

WHEREAS.  These  rulings  go  directly 
against  the  means  to  bring  about  equalisa- 
tion in  wage-cost  of  foreign  and  American 
vessels;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Committee  on  Mer- 
chant Marine  and  Fisheries  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  be  requested  to  examine  into 
these  rulings  and  to  take  such  action  as  shall 
leave  the  forces'  working  for  equalisation  ra 
full  operation. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 

Dtlegate  O'Brien,  Seamen,  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  to  the  Committee's  report, 
"and  that  copies  of  the  resoution  be  sent  to 
the  Representatives   in  Congreet." 

The  Committee  accepted  the  amendment, 
and  the  report  of  the  Committee,  as  amenoea, 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  129 — By  Ddegate  James  A.  Dun- 
can, of  the  Seattle  Central  Labor  Councn. 

WHEREAS,  Following  the  dictates  of  de- 
mocracy, and  in  an  effort  to  secure  for  our 
citizenship  the  fullest  possilfle  opportunity  for 
the  expression  of  its  sentiment  relative  to  the 
laws  for  its  government,  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  has  for  years  past  stood  out  as 
the  foremost  champion  of  direct  legislation, 
which  has,  where  placed  in  operation,  proved 
a  boon  to  popular  government,  by  placing  m 
the  hands  of  the  people  an  instrument,  by 
means  of  which  many  progressive  measures 
have  Deen  enacted  into  law;  and 

WHSREA.S.  In  the  interests  of  co-operation 
and  efficiency  in  the  matter  of  securing  desir- 
able legislation,  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  have  from  time  to  time 
suggested  model  and  uniform  laws  to  be  urgeo 
by  and  for  the  welfare  of  the  workers  of  the 
various   states ;   and 

WHEREAS.  There  is  a  woeful  lack  or  uni- 
formity in  the  laws  governing  our  interna- 
tional unions,  which  condition  makes  efficient 
co-operation  and  team  work  between  tne 
membership  of  the  various  international 
unions  extremdy  difficult  and  In  many  ra- 
stances  impossible,  which  chaotic  condition 
it  is  eminently  desirable  to  overcome:  tnere- 
fore,   be  it 


RESOLVED,  By  the  thirty-ninth  annual 
convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  its  Executive  Councfl  be,  and 
hereby  is  instructed  to,  within  ninety  days 
of  this  date,  prepare  and  send  to  all  Inter- 
national unions,  a  model  initiative  and  ref- 
erendum provision  as  a  suggested  amend- 
ment to  their  various  constitutions,  such 
suggested  amendment  to  be  drawn  in  such 
manner  as  will  make  possible  the  submission 
of  any  given  proposition  to  the  whole 
membership  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  simultaneously,  and  in  legal  manner; 
the  demand  of  five  per  cent,  of  the  local 
unions  being  necessary  to  invoke  the  use  of 
this'  amendment  by  any  international  union 
at   given   stated   periods;    and    further   be    It 

RESOLVED,  That  each  international  union 
be  urged  to  take  whatever  steps  may  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  (if  possible)  the  adoption  of 
this  pr<q;>osed  amendment  to  its  constitution 
at  the  earliest  possible  date  and  notify  tne 
secretary  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  as  to  the  results  of  its  efforts. 

Tour  committee  recommends  non-eoncur- 
ence  with  this  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Delegate  O'Donnell,  Textile  Workers,  raised 
a  point  of  order  on  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  on  the  ground  that  the  conven- 
tion had  no  right  to  instruct  any  of  the  m- 
temational  unions  to  take  a  referendum  vote 
at  any  time. 

President  Gompers:  That  point  of  order 
is  not  well  taken.  The  resolution  does  not 
undertake  to  instruct  the  international  unkms. 

Delegate  Duncan.  Seattle,  discussed  tne 
question  at  length.  He  opposed  the  recomr- 
mendation  of  the  Committee  and  favored  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Delegate  Sullivan,  Salt  Lake  City  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  and  Delegate  Deutelbaum,  De- 
troit Federation  of  Labor,  opposed  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  and  urged 
the   adoption   of   the   resolution. 

Delegate  Shay,  Theatrical  Stage  Employes, 
approved  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists,  opposed  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  and  favored 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Secretary  Frey,  in  a  discussion  of  some 
length,  defined  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee. 

Upon   motion,    debate   was    closed. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Duncan,  Seattle,  requested  a  roll 
call  vote  on  the  motion  to  adopt  the  Commit- 
tee's recommendation.  The  request  was  sup- 
ported by  thirty-five  delegates,  not  a  sufficient 
number  to  require  the  calling  of  the  roll. 

Delegates  S.  Liebowitz  and  M.  Kaufman, 
International  Fur  Workers,  stated  that  they 
desired  to   be  recorded   as   voting  in   opposi- 
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tioB  to   th#  rMOBmtndation  of  the  Gomml^ 
tee  OB  Reeolotion  No.  1S1K 

Vioc-President   Valentine   in  the   cheir. 

BeMloUon  No.  U4— Bj  Delegates  Jamee  P. 
Noonan,  International  Brotherhood  of  Bleetrl* 
eal  Workers ;  John  Donlin  Operative  Plaster^ 
ers'  International  Association;  John  J.  Hynes» 
Amalcamted  Sheet  Metal  Workers'  Int«r 
national  Allianoe. 

WHEBBA8,  President  Woodrow  Wilson  hat 
recommended  to  the  Congress  that  the  law» 
which  was  secentlj  passed  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  food  stuffs  nnta  peace  was  declared 
and  the  army  was  demobilised,  was  no  longer 
necessary,  and  that  it  should  be  modified  so  as 
to  permit  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  beer 
lifht  w!nes;  and 

'ElEAS.  The  absolute  prohibition  of 
and  light  wines  ia  not  now  nor  never 
will  be  necessary  to  promote  the  peace*  in- 
tegrity,  education  and  morality  of  the  peoples 
of  these  United  States,  but  it  is  regarded  by 
many  honest  working  men  and  women,  as 
w^  as  by  a  majority  of  business  and  pro- 
fessional men,  as  a  detriment  to  the  ptece 
and  prosperity  of  this  and  other  countries, 
and 

WHERBAS,  President  Woodrow  Wilson  nas 
also  recommendfd  in  his  message  to  the  Con- 
gress the  enactment  of  more  suitable  laws  for 
the  protection  of  the  working  men  and  women 
of  these  United  Stotes,  and  also  the  p«a- 
sage  of  laws  for  the  abolition  of  child  lanor, 
which  laws  are  beneficial  to  all  mankind  ana 
will  ultimately  result  in  the  co-operation  of 
employers  and  employes  for  the  am^oration 
of  the  human  race  in  all  walks  of  life  so 
that  all  may  enjoy  the  constitutional  right  of 
life;  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness ;  antt 

WHERBAS,  The  plans  and  laws  recom- 
mended by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  the  mod'fication  of  the  war-time  prohibi- 
tion laws  and  for  the  separation  of  children 
from  industry,  and  measures  for  the  general 
good  of  all  the  working  people  are  in  accora 
with  the  long  established  policies  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and  its  sev- 
eral departments:  therefore,  be  it 

RBSOLVBD.  That  the  Building  Trace* 
Council  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  vicinity,  in 
regular  meeting  assembled  this,  the  28th  day 
of  May,  1919,  does  unanimously  concur  in  the 
recommendations  in  the  President's  recent 
message,  and  we  demand  that  the  representa- 
tives in  Congress  earnestly  and  vigorously 
support  the  bills  favored  by  President  Wil- 
son until  they  are  finally  disposed  of  at  tne 
present  extraordinary  session  of  the  Congress : 
and  be  it  further 

RBSOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  resom- 
tions  be  sent  to  the  Building  Trades  Depart- 
ment Convention  to  be  called  at  Atlantic  C'ty, 
N.  J..  June  8d.  1919,  with  the  request  that 
they  be  concurred  in  by  that  body  and  for- 
warded to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
convention  to  be  called  in  the  same  city  on 
June  9,  1919,  for  similar  action;  and  be  R 
further 

REPOLVED,  That  copies  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the 
Building  Trades  Council  of  St.  Louis.  Mo., 
and  vicinity,  and  that  copies  also  be  sent  to 
Honorable  Woodrow  Wilson,  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  the  Honorable  President 
of  the  Un'ted  States  Senate,  and  to  the  Hon- 
orable Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  also  to  each  of  the  Representatives 


in  Congress  from  the  City  of  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and  to  the  two  United  States  Senators  from 
Missouri.  Respectfully  submitted,  Maurice  J. 
Cassidy.  The  above  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted  by  the  Building  Tiadas 
CouncU  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  vicinity.  May 
28th.  1919. 

MAXTRICB  J.   CASSIDY, 

Secretary. 
Inasmuch  as  the  subject  matter  has  already 
been  enacted  upon,   your  committee   recom- 
mends  that   no   further   action   is   necessary. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  166. — By  Delegates  Luther 
C.  Steward.  William  E.  Jenken.  Martin  J. 
Leonard,  Florence  Btheridge,  National  Fed- 
eration of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  report  of  the  U.  S.  War 
Labor  Conference  Board,  of  March  29.  1918, 
declared,  among  other  things,  "The  right  of 
workers,  including  common  laborers,  to  a 
living  wage,"  and  "in  fixing  wages  a  mini- 
mum rate  of  pay  shall  be  established  which 
will  insure  the  subsistence  of  the  workera 
and  his  family  in  health  and  reasonable 
comfort**:  and 

WHEREAS,  There  has  been  an  abnormal 
increase  in  the  cost  of  living  in  the  past 
three  years,  but  the  wages  of  most  Govern- 
ment employes  have  not  been  correspondingly 
increased,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the 
wages  of  practically  all  employes  in  the 
commercial  world  have  b^en  increased:  and 

WHEREAS,  In  order  for  the  Government 
to  establish  proper  wage  standards  among 
private  employers  it  should  become  a  model 
employer  itself  and  set  an  example  for  pri- 
vate employers  by  the  adoption  of  a  living 
wage  standard  for  its  employes;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  assembled  at  Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 
that  Congress  should  immediately  take  favor- 
able action  on  the  Nolan  and  Johnson  bills 
(H.  R.  1286)  for  establishing  a  minimum 
wage  for  Government  employes  and  that 
further  legislation  should  be  enacted  where- 
by the  wages  of  all  Government  enaployas 
not  affected  by  said  bills  are  given  a  sub- 
stantial  increase. 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  this   resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Delegate  Steward  asked  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  amended  by  striking  out  the  number 
of  the  Senate  bill,  which  was  incorrect,  and 
changing  the  number  of  the  House  bill  to 
1285. 

The  Committee  accepted  the  amendment, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  161 — By  Luther  O.  Stew- 
ard, William  E.  Junker,  Martin  J.  Leonard. 
Florence  Btheridge,  National  Federation  of 
Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS.  Federal  employes,  through  the 
administrative  regulations  of  certain  depart- 
ments, have  been  denied  leave  of  absence  to 
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««r€  for  important  dutla*  devolving  upon 
them  as  officers  in  orsanizations  of  affiliated 
Government  employes,  thus  in  many  in- 
stances necessitating  their  resignation  from 
the  service  and  operating  in  general  as  seri- 
ous handicaps  to  the  existence  and  progress 
of  snch  anions;  and 

WHERBA8,  Unless  an  organisation  is  per- 
mitted to  properly  function,  the  riffht  to  or^ 
iranise  is  in  itself  of  little  value,  and  ar- 
bitrary and  unnecessary  rulins  denying 
leaves  of  absence  are  in  effect  the  denial  of 
the  riffht  to  organise,  which  was  granted  to 
civil  service  employes  in  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress of  August  24,  1912,  known  as  the 
"Anti-Gag  Law";  ana 

■  WHEREAS,  Necessary  leaves  of  absence 
should  be  granted  employes  engaged  in  the 
work  of  their  respective  organisations  with- 
out either  injuring  the  service  or  impair- 
ment of  its  efficiency;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  urge  upon  Congress  the  enact- 
ment of  legislation  which  shall  provide  for 
the  retention  of  the  civil  service  status  by 
the  officers  and  unions  affiliated  with  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  who  are  called 
apon  to  absent  themselves  from  their  offi- 
cial duties  and  their  reinstatement  in  the 
service  at  a  salary  no  less  than  that  received 
by  them  at  the  time  such  leave  of  absence 
is  granted;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  leaves  of  absence,  either 
temporary  or  extended,  shall  be  granted  the 
officials  of  affiliated  unions  to  conduct  the 
work  of  their  organisations  without  prejudice 
to  their  official  standing  in  the  Government 
service. 

Your  Committee  recommends  adoption  of 
this    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  166 — By  Delegates  J.  W. 
"^I'orthy,  Salisbury,  N.  C.  F.  H.  U.  No. 
16.896;  E.  G.  GaUoway,  Tri-City  Central 
Trades  and  Labor  Council,  Granite  City, 
111.;  Harry  W.  Pox,  Pres.  Wyoming  Feder- 
ation of  Labor;  Max  S.  Hayes,  International 
Typographical  Union;  Joseph  Proebstlia, 
Brewery,  Flour,  Cereal  and  Soft  Drink 
Workers'  International  Union;  John  A. 
Lacey,  C.  L.  U.,  Norfolk.  Va. ;  O.  L.  Leonard, 
Memphis.  Tenn.,  Local  No.  16,407,  P.  H.  H.; 
Oscar  Williams,  Freight  Handlers'  Union, 
Local  No.  16.418;  John  Moore,  Pres.  Ohio 
F.  of  L. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  Senate  Joint  Reso- 
lution, No.  22,  and  a  House  Joint  Resolu- 
tion. No.  60  (both  identical),  pending  before 
the  Sixty-sixth  Congress,  proposing  an  in- 
itiative and  referendum  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  SUtes  extending 
the  right  of  its  citizens,  when  they  so  de- 
sire, to  vote  upon  Constitutional  amend- 
ments and  laws;  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  this 
ninth  day  of  June,  1919.  demand  that  the 
Senators  and  Representotives  of  the  Sixty- 
sixth  Congress  now  assembled  use  their  best 
efforts  with  the  Judiciary  Committees  of  the 
Senate  and  the  House  of  Representotives  to 
render  a  favorable  report  on  such  resolu- 
tions   Numbers    22    and    60    and    cast    their 


votes  in  the  affirmative  upon  such  resolu- 
tions when  submitted;  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  are 
hereby  instructed  to  appear  before  the  Judi- 
ciary Committees  of  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Representotives.  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  advocacy  of  such  resolutions;  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  mailed  to  the  Vice-President  of  the 
United  Stotes  and  each  Senator  and  Rep- 
resentotive  of  the  Sixty-sixth  Congress. 

S.  J.  RES.  22 — In  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stotes.  May  28,  1919.  Mr.  Pomerene 
(by  request)  introduced  the  following,  joint 
resolution,  which  was  read  twiee  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 
Proposing  an  initiative  and  rfferendum 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stotes  extending  the  right  of  fte 
citisens,  when  they  so  desire,  to  vote  upon 
constitutional  amendmente  and  laws. 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Senate  and  Housa  of 
Representotives  of  the  United  Stotes  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled  (two-thirds 
of  each  House  concurring  therein).  That  the 
following  article  be  proposed  to  the  legis- 
latures of  the  several  Stotes  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Stotes,  which,  when  ratified  by  three-fourths 
of  such  legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part 
of  such  Constitution,  namely: 

"ARTICLE   — . 

"Section  1. — ^That  upon  the  submission  to 
the  Secretory  of  Stote,  of  the  Department 
of  Stote.  At  Washington.  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, of  a  petition  signed  by  five  hundred 
thousand  bona  fide  voters  of  the  United 
Stotes.  duly  certified,  praying  for  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  or  law.  it  shall  be 
mandatory  upon  him  to  submit  such  pro- 
posed amendment  or  law  at  the  next  regular 
congressional  election,  providing  such  peti- 
tion has  been  fi)ed  with  him  sixty  days  prior 
to  such  election,  at  which  time  he  shall  notify 
the  executive  of  each  Stote  to  that  effect; 
and  that  upon  the  presentotion  of  a  peti- 
tion signed  by  one  million  bona  fide  voters, 
duly  certified,  he  shall  submit  such  proposed 
amendment  or  law  at  a  special  election  to 
be  called  by  the  executive  of  each  Stote  after 
being  notified  by  the  Secretory  of  Stote,  of 
the  Department  of  Stote,  to  that  effect,  for 
that  express  purpose,  within  sixty  days  after 
the  presentotion  of  such  petition,  and  that 
if  a  majority  of  the  people  voting  upon  such 
amendment  or  law  submitted  at  such  regular 
congressional  or  special  election  shall  vote 
in  the  affirmative,  such  proposed  amendment 
or  law  shall  become  effective  upon  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  Secretary  of  Stote;  and  the 
Secretary  of  Stote  shall  make  such  procla- 
mation as  soon  as  he  receives  the  certified 
votes  from  the  executives  of  the  various 
Stotes. 

"Section  2. — ^That  when  such  petition  or 
petitions  have  been  certified  by  the  citisens 
circulating  them  before  some  person  legally 
competent  and  authorised  to  administer 
oaths  under  the  laws  of  the  various  Stotes 
and  Territories  they  shall  be  deemed  valid 
by  both  the  executive  of  each  Stote  and  the 
Secretory  of  Stote. 

"Section  8. — That  any  fraud  committed  in 
any  manner  whateoever  in  circulating  the 
petitions  herein  mentioned  shall  be  prose- 
cuted and  punished  under  the  laws  of  the 
Stote  in  which  the  fraud  has  been  committed. 
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"Section  4. — ^That  all  amendnMnto  and  laws 
■abmitted  under  this  amendment  thall  be 
placed  upon  a  separate  ballot  and  marked 
Fedieral  amendment  or  law,  and  tneh  ballots 
shall  be  preserved  for  the  period  of  six 
months,  and  for  a  lonsrer  period  If  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Department 
of  State,  after  the  general  or  special  election 
has  been  held,  so  that  in  case  of  aliased 
fraud  such  ballots  may  be  submitted  in  evi- 
dence. ,    „  ^ 

"Section  6. — ^That  the  Congress  shall  have 

ewer  to  carry  into  effect  by  appropriate 
rislation  any  constitutional  amendment 
adopted  by  the  people  in  the  mannfr  afore- 
said.'* 

H.  J.  RES.  60. — ^In  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, May  24.  1919.  Mr.  Emerson  in- 
troduced the  following  joint  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  Pro- 
posing an  initiative  and  referendum  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  extending  the  riffht  of  its  citlsens 
when  they  so  desire  to  vote  upon  consti- 
tutional amendments  and  laws. 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled  (two-thirds 
of  each  House  concurring  therein).  That  the 
following  article  be  proposed  to  the  legis- 
bttures  of  the  several  States  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  when  ratilUd  by  three-fourths 
of  such  legislatures,  shall  be  valid  as  part 
of  such  Constitution,  namely: 

"ARTICLE  — . 

"Section  1. — ^That  upon  the  submission  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  State, 
at  Washington.  District  of  Columbia,  of  a 
petition  signed  by  Ave  hundred  thousand 
bona  fide  voters  of  the  United  States,  duly 
certified,  praying  for  a  proposed  constitu- 
tional amendment  or  law,  it  shall  be  manda- 
tory upon  him  to  submit  such  proposed 
amendment  or  law  at  the  next  regular  con- 
gressional election,  providing  such  petition 
has  been  filed  with  him  sixty  days  prior  to 
such  election,  at  which  time  he  shall  notify 
the  executive  of  each  State  to  that  effect, 
and  that  upon  the  presentation  of  a  petition 
signed  by  one  million  bona  fide  voters,  duly 
certified,  he  shall  submit  such  proposed 
amendment  or  law  at  a  special  election  to 
be  called  by  the  executive  of  each  State 
after,  being  notified  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  of  the  Department  of  State,  to  that 
effect  for  that  express  purpose,  within  sixty 
days  after  the  presentation  of  such  petition, 
and  that  if  a  majority  of  the  people  voting 
upon  such  amendment  or  law  submitted  at 
such  regular  congressional  or  special  elec- 
tion shall  vote  in  the  afllrmative  such  pro- 
posed amendment  or  law  shall  become  effec- 
tive upon  the  proclamation  of  the  Secretary 
of  State;  and  the  Secretary  of  State  shall 
make  such  proclamation  as  soon  as  he  re- 
ceives the  certified  vote  from  the  executive 
of  the  various  States. 

"Section  2. — ^That  when  such  petition  or 
petitions  have  been  certified  by  the  citizens 
circulating  them  before  some  person  legally 
competent  and  authorized  to  administer  oaths 
under  the  laws  of  the  various  States  and 
Territories  they  shall  be  deemed  valid  by 
both  the  executive  of  each  State  and  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

"Section  8. — ^That  any  fraud  committed  in 


any  manner  whatsoever,  in  -circulating  the 
petitions  herein  mentioned,  shall  be  prose- 
cuted and  punished  under  the  laws  of  the 
State  in  which  the  fraud  has  been  committed. 

"Section  4. — ^That  all  amendments  and  laws 
submitted  under  this  amendment  shall  be 
placed  upon  a  separate  ballot  and  marked 
Tederal  amendment  or  law*  and  such  bal- 
lots shall  be  preserved  for  the  period  of  six 
months,  and  for  a  longer  period  if  directed 
by  the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  Department 
of  State,  after  the  general  or  special  elec- 
tion has  been  held,  so  that  in  case  of  al- 
leged fraud  such  ballots  may  be  submitted  in 
evidence. 

"Section  6. — ^That  the  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  carry  into  effect  by  appropriate 
legislation  any  constitutional  amendment 
adopted  by  Uie  people  in  the  manner  afore- 
said." 

Your    committee    recommends    that    this 

resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  for  further  examination  and  consid- 
eration, with  Instructions  to  give  their 
careful  consideration  to  this  or  any  other 
measures  of  similar  nature  which  may  be 
introduced  in  Congress,  and  if  in  their  judg- 
ment it  seems  advisable  to  report  upon  the 
subject  at  the  next  convention. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was  adopted. 

Secretary  Prey:  llie  follohnring  resolu- 
tion was  evidently  referred  to  this  conven- 
tion from  the  convention  of  the  Illinoia 
State  Federation  of  Labor,  as  the  action 
of  that  convention  is  included  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Resolution  No.  168 — ^By  Delegate  Duncan 

McDonald,  niinois  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  The  present  bloody  war  haa 
torn  asunder  former  relations  and  fellowship 
of  labor  unions  and  kindred  organisations, 
therefore  be  it  ^    .     «  , 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Illinois  Stote  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  in  annual  convention 
assembled,  fraternally  requests  all  interna- 
tional unions  and  kindred  organizations  to 
call  an  International  Congress  of  Labor  im- 
mediately after  conclusion  of  peace,  for  the 
purpose  of  consulting  and  advising  each  other 
with  a  view  to  organising  labor  of  the 
entire  World  on  an  International  basis;  be 
it  further  ^ 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  resohi- 
tions  be  sent  to  the  Labor  Press  and  to  all 
National    and    International    Labor    Unk>ns. 

Secretary  Van  Horn:  Your  committee  rec- 
ommends non-concurrence,  but  advises  that 
this  resolution  be  taken  to  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the   recommendation  of  the   committee. 

Inasmuch  an  an  international  conference 
has  been  called  for  October  of  this  year,  in 
the  United  States,  your  committee  recom- 
mends  non-cuncurrence  with  the  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  176— By  Delegates  Luther 
C.    Steward,    William    E.   Junker,    Martin   J. 
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Leonmrd*  Florence  Etbcridset  N«tional  Fed- 
eration of  Federal  Employee: 

WHEBEAa  United  States  Immigration 
and  Custom  Inspectors  alons  the  Canadian 
border  are  reqnired  to  work  from  12  to  14 
boars  a  day  for  7   days  in  the  week;  and 

WHEREAS.  These  employes  are  grossly 
underpaid,  the  immiirrani  fnspeclors  re- 
eeivinff  an  averaffe  of  $4.00  and  cnstoms 
inspectors  $8.60  per  day;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  de- 
mand that  these  overworked  and  underpaid 
workers  have  their  compensation  increased 
and  their  hours  of  labor  shortened  to  not 
more  than  8  hours  per  day  and  one  day 
of  rest  in  seven;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
be  directed  to  co-operate  with  the  Natk>nal 
Federa^n  of  Federal  Employes  In  seeurins 
necessary  legislation  from  Congress  in  pro- 
eurins  an  8-hour  day  and  a  minimum  wave 
of  16.00  per  diem  for  these  employes. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  179 — By  Delegates  Luther 
C.  Stewart,  William  E.  Junker,  Martin  J. 
Leonard,  Florence  Etheridffe,  National  Fed- 
eration of  Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  The  practice  has  crown  up 
during  the  war  of  usins  men  and  women 
enlisted  in  the  military  and  naval  reserves 
of  the  United  Stotes  in  civilian  positions; 
and 

WHEREAS,  This  practice  is  beinir  eon- 
tinned  now  that  the  war  emergency  is  over, 
with  the  result  of  introdncinsr  military  stand- 
ards Into  eamloyment  purely  civilian  In  char- 
acter; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  that  tem- 
porary expedients  of  this  nature  necessary  in 
time  of  war  become  a  menacf  to  shop 
standards  if  continued  in  time  of  peace  and 
that  the  civilian  employment  by  tne  <9ov- 
emment  of  men  and  women  enlisted  in  the 
military  service  be  discontinued  upon  the 
slgnins  of  the  Peace  Treaty. 

Tour  committee  recommends  adoption  of 
tho  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  182 — ^By  Delesate  Duncan 
McDonald,  of  the  Illinois  Federation  of  Labor 

WHEREAS,  It  has  come  to  the  time  that 
we  think  that  there  should  be  something 
done  to  check  the  outraseons  grafters  and 
profiteers  that  are  existing,  where  the  lab- 
orers get  a  twenty  per  cent,  increase  in  wage 
we  have  to  pay  from  fifty  per  cent,  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  increase  for  our 
necessaries  of  life;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  an  organised  body  of  un- 
ion people,  we  can  and  should  help  our 
Government  stop  all  that  is  an  enemy  to  us 
and  our  country,  our  country  is  at  war  and 
has  called  every  man,  woman  and  child  to 
do  their  bit,  and  we  must  answer  the  call; 
everyone  must  be  patriotic  and  do  all  we  can 
to  whip  our  enemy,  and  to  crush  Prussian 
militarism  out  of  existence,  and  estabUsh 
democracy;  and 


WHEUA8,  We  have  enemies  her%  as 
well  as  ••over  there."  and  it  Is  our  duty  to 
enact  laws  to  force  those  grafters  and  prof- 
b^i?  Iftw-abiding  citiaens;  therefore, 

RESOLVED.  That  we  ask  that  the  Legis- 
lative Committee  draw  up  a  form  and  In- 
troduce it  to  Congress  as  a  bill,  to  govern 
all  prices  and  profits,  throughout  thf  ooun- 
tnr,  or  p  far  as  possible.  First,  that  all 
shoes,  ck>thes  and  factory  made  garments, 
aU  canned  gooda,  packages,  bundles,  boxes 
and  crates,  and  all  articles  that  are  put  up 
at  fketories  or  shops,  shall  bear  factory  and 
shop  prices;  second,  that  aU  deal«rs,  before 
it  reaches  the  consumer,  shall  have  a  license 
to  handle  same,  and  that  there  be  a  profit 
set  for  the  wholesaler  and  retailer,  and  that 
the  wholesaler  shall  be  forced  to  sell  to  the 
consumer  the  same  as  to  the  retailer,  and 
that  to  violate  these  orders,  the  same  shall 
have  his  license  revoked  with  line  and  Im- 
prisonment. 

Your  Conunittee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence with  this  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Conunittee 
was  adopted. 

President  Gompers:  Before  the  Commitlee 
proceeds  I  ask  the  Seeretry  to  laad  a  cable- 
gram  Just   reeeived. 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following  cable- 
gram: 

(Gable)     Anwtcrdam. 
Gompers: 

Letters  reeeived.  GaUe  mutilated.  Date  of 
conference  is  not  second,  but  Ju^  26.  Con- 
ference will  decide  on  attitude  trade  union 
movement  with  regard  to  Congresa,  Wasn- 
ington.    Urge  >ou  to  come  to  Ametcrdam. 

Ouderguist. 

The  cablegram  was  made  part  of  the  rec- 
ords of  the  convention  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on   International  Labor  Rdations. 

President  Gompers:  The  delegates  to  this 
convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  have,  as  have  the  delegates  to  former 
conventions,  contributed  smaU  suma  In  order 
that  some  expression  of  our  sentiment  of 
fraternity  and  good  will  might  be  made  to 
the  fraternal  delegates.  A  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  make  suitable  purchases  for  pres- 
entation. The  committee  has  performed  tUs 
duty  and  I  am  directed  by  the  committee  to 
present  a  few  tokens  of  our  esteem  to  the 
fraternal  delegates. 

Whereupon  President  Gompers  presented 
gold  watchea  to  the  men  fraternal  delegates, 
and  to  Miss  Bondfl^d  a  brief  case  and  a 
necklace.  To  Mrs.  Finney  President  Gompeis, 
on  behalf  of  the  delegates,  presented  a  neck- 
lace, and  to  Mrs.  Walsh  a  ring. 

Each  recipient  expressed  thanks  for  the 
remembrance,  pleasure  at  the  intercourse  with 
tbe  delegates  and  enjoyment  of  their  stay  In 
this  country. 

0cretary  Frey  continued  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions,  as  follows:  Your 
Committee  has  amended  Resolution  No.  188  by 
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•trlkiiiB  out  the  word  "reaair«t"  in  the  lint 
line  of  the  Resolve  «nd  inserting  the  word 
"givee,"  and  by  striking  ont  the  word  "in- 
eomins"  before  the  wordf  "Ebcecvtive  Coun- 
cil."   The  amended  resolotion  is  m  ioAowb: 

Reflation  No.  188— By  Ddegatcs  Matthew 
Woll  and  Peter  J.  Brody. 

WHEREAS,  The  national  war  indebtedness 
of  our  country  is  of  a  magnitude  requirlns 
the  raising  annually  of  large  stuns  of  money 
in  taxes;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  tendency  is  to  constantly 
increase  the  number  and  scope  of  Govern- 
mental activities  entailing  increasing  ex- 
penditures of  public  moneys;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  liquidation  of  the  national 
indebtedness  is  a  problem  which  vitally  affects 
the  life  and  welfare  not  alone  of  this  gen- 
eration, but  of  generations  yet  unborn;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  essential  that  the  financial 
system  of  our  national  Government  is  placed 
on  a  sound  basa  and  that  its  obligations  of 
operation  shall  be  regulated  and  controlled  ny 
sound  principles;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  gives 
its  approval  of  the  principle  of  a  Federal 
budget  system  to  efficient^  administer  tha 
financial  affairs  of  our  Government,  and  that 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  be  authorised  and  directed 
to  investigate  the  Federal  budget  systems 
proposed  and  to  approve  and  support  that 
budget  system,  which  in  its  judgment,  is 
best  designed  and  devised  to  safeguard  the 
interests  of  the  workers  and  all  our  people, 
and  calculated  to  minimise  our  national  ex- 
penditures without  interfering  or  retarding 
the  legitimate  and  helpful  activities  of  our 
national  Government. 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  as  amended. 

The  recommendation  of  tht  Committee 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  184  was  reported  on  by  the 
Committee.  After  a  discussion  by  Delegate 
Etheridge  the  resolution  was  r^-committed  to 
the  Committee  to  enable  the  delegates  of 
the  National  Federation  of  Federal  Em- 
ployes and  representatives  of  the  other  or- 
ganisations of  Government  employes  to  ap- 
pear before  the  Committee  and  present  their 
arguments  In  favor  of  the  resolutions. 

Resolution  No.  196 — By  Delegate  James 
A.    Duncan,    Seattle   Central   Labor   Council. 

WHEREAS,  The  efforts  of  certain  Hindoos 
to  gain  for  millions  of  their  fellow  country- 
men a  greater  measure  of  freedom  and  de- 
mocracy has  resulted  in. a  number  of  these 
people  being  compelled  to  Biye  prison  terms 
in  this   country;  and 

WHEREAS,  Some  of  these  men,  now  in 
danger  of  deportation  with  the  likelihood  of 
execution  facing  them  upon  arrival  in  their 
own  land  have  appealed  to  various  branches 
of  the  American  labor  movement  for  aid  in 
their  plight,  believing  us  to  be  their  friends, 
and  which  appeal  should  not  fkll  upon  deaf 
ears;  and  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  enter  a  vigorous  protest  to  the 
United  States  Departments  of  Justice  and 
Immigration  against  the  deportation  of  these 
when  deportation  might  be  the  equiva- 


lent of  pronouncing  their  d»ath  sealeMe; 
and.  be  it  further  ^      ,.  ^   ^^ 

RESOLVED,  That  the  President  of  the 
Federation  appoint  a  committee  to.  Investi- 
gate the  exact  status  of  these  cases  and 
render  such  assistance  as  the  merits  of  sueb 
cases  deem  necessary. 

Tour  Committee  recommends  that  the 
resohition  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  with  instructions  to  make  such  in- 
vestigation as  the  subject  warrants,  and  aet 
as  circumstances  may  develop. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  Committee. 

Delegate  Fnruseth:  May  I  ask  whether 
amongst  these  proposed  deportations  ther* 
are  any  Hindoos? 

Secretary  Frey:  Tour  Committee  had  no 
information  brought  to  it  as  to  whether  that 
is  so  or  not. 

Delegate  Fnruseth:  I  am  interested  to 
that  question  because  of  some  information 
that  has  come  to  me.  information  which  I 
got  partly  In  Enghind  and  partly  here.  I 
understand  that  men  who  were  sent  back  to 
India  and  who  reach  there  alive  have  no 
prospect  of  living  very  long  after  they  get 
there.  If  what  I  have  been  told  to  England 
and  here  is  true,  then  the  deportatk>n  of  a 
Htodoo  is  absolutely  equal  to  a  death  sen- 
tence, and  I  hope  the  Executive  CouncU  will 
look  into  that  question  very  carefully  and 
act  very  earnestly. 

Delegate  Duncan.  J.  A..  Seattle:  I  have 
no  desire  to  have  this  convention  do  any- 
thing without  a  thorough  tovestigation.  hut 
I  feel  the  convention  can  well  afford  to  go 
on  record  against  the  deportation  of  these 
people.  I  would  like  to  ask  if  the  representa- 
tives of  these  Htodoos  would  come  to  At- 
lantic City  from  New  Tork  before  the  con- 
vention adjourns,  or  immediately  thereafter, 
could  they  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
their  case  to  the  Executive  Council? 

President  Gompers :  The  Chair  cannot  an- 
swer that  definitely,  but  he  entertatos  no 
doubt  that  the  Executive  Council  would 
give  a  hearing  to  these  representatives. 

Delegate  Sullivan,  Salt  Lake  City,  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  convention  would 
do  something  to  help  the  men  to  question. 

Delegate  Steward,  Federal  Employes, 
stated  that  the  matter  was  withto  the  juris- 
diction of  William  B.  Wilson,  Secretary  of 
Labor,  and  he  felt  the  matter  could  be  safely 
left  in  his  hands. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
Committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  209 — By  Delegate  S.  C. 
Scott,  of  the  Stenographers,  Typewriters. 
Bookkeepers  ft  Assistants.  11,778,  Washing- 
ton. D.  C. 

WHEREAS.  The  residents  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  have  for  years  been  disfran- 
chised notwithstanding  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  citisenship 
without  the  enjoyment  of  the  full  rights  and 
privileges  tocident  thereto:  and 
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WHEREAS,  Tht  Mid  rMidenU  of  the  Dis-  the    Hout*   of   R«prMf ntativM ;    «nd,    b«    it 

triet  of  Colnmhia  ha,w%  tbown  thf ir  lojAlty  to  farthor 

onr  covbUt  by  tending  their  manhood  to  the  RESOLVED,  That  every  delegate  to  thie 

front,  as  well  ae  oversnbecribing  on  every  convention  ie  requested  to  write  a  letter  to 

oeeasion  to  all  loans.  Red  Cross,  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  his      respective      representatives      in      both 

Salvation    Army    and    other    patriotic    oee»-  branches  of  Congress,  urging  their  support 

sions;  and  to  the  fullest  extent  of  any  measure  or  bill 

WHEREAS,  A  concerted  movement  is  now  that  may  be  introduced  or  now  pending  in 
in  progress  in  the  District  of  Columbia  for  Congress,    having    for    its    purpose   the    en- 
its  residents  looking  towards  a  constitutional  franchisement  of  the  residents   of  the  Dis- 
amendment   enfranchising    the    residents    of  trict  of  Columbia. 
the  District  of  Columbia;  therefore,  be  it  v««»  n^w^^t^^  •^^^...^j.  .^..m^..  *..# 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  go  on  J^^^  Committee  recommends  adoption  of 

record,  as  has  been  done  by  previous  conven-  this   resolution. 

tions,  as  ^▼Jrff«  J«^  'or  voteless  Wash-  The  report  of  the  Committee  was  adopted, 

ington,  and  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  '^                                        ■,.           «  . 

to   send   a   copy   of   this    resohition   to    the  At  5.80  the  convention  was  adjourned  to 

President  of  the  Senate  and  the  l^eaker  of  9.80  a.  m.,  Thursday,  June  19th. 
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NINTH  DAY-Thursday  Morning  Session 


The  eonvention  was  called  to  order  at  9.80 
a.  m..  Thursday.  June  19th,  Viee-President 
Green  in  the  chair. 


Delegate  Edwards,  Secretary  of  the  Com. 
mittee  on  Credentials,  sabmitted  the  foUowins 
supplemental    report: 

Yoor  committee  on  credentials  reports  that 
we  have  received  cnadentials  for  Mr.  Lonis 
N.  Morones.  as  fraternal  ddegate  from  the 
Mexican  Federation  of  Labor,  and  we  recom- 
mend that  he  be  seated  with  one  vote;  also 
substitute  the  name  of  Daniel  J.  Ahem  fbr 
Walter  N.  Roddick  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Bookbinders. 
Respectfully   submitted. 

CHAS.   F.   SCOTT,   Chairman, 

E.    W.    EDWARDS, 

WALTER   V.    PRICE.   SeereUry 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  following 
communication : 

Washinston,  D.  C,  June  9,   1919. 
Frank  Morrison. 
Secretary,    American    Federation      of      Labor 

Convention. 
Atlantic   City    N.  J. 

The  Council  of  National  Defense  is  coffna- 
ant  of  the  thirty-ninth  annual  eonvention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  realises 
thoroughly  the  patriotic  service  rendered  to 
the  people  and  to  the  government  of  the 
United  States  by  the  organised  labor  movement 
and  the  workers  of  America  throughout  the 
war.  The  Council  also  understands  fully  the 
desire  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 
serve  this  nation  during  the  reconstruction 
period  which  we  now  face  in  order  that  the 
nation  may  receive  the  full  benefits  of  vio- 
tory.  The  Council  is  desirous  of  transmitting 
to  you  its  deep  appreciation  of  the  national 
service  performed  and  particularly  to  acknow- 
ledge the  great  aid  of  Samuel  Gompers,  Presi- 
dent of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  In 
his  work  both  at  home  and  abroad  and  his 
personal  effort  to  make  the  service  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  a  tangible  and 


vital  thing  In  the  interest  of  America  and  her 
allies. 

GR08VEN0R  B.  CLARKSON. 

Director  of  the  Council  and  of  the  Advisory 

Commission. 

San    Francisco,    Calif..    June    8,    1919. 
Thirty  Ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labor 
Frank  Morrison.  Secretary, 
Steel  Pier.  Atlantic  City.  N.  J. 

"San  Francisco  Labor  Councfl  sends  frater- 
nal greetings  and  best  wishes  to  the  thirty- 
ninth  annual  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  may  the  d^berations  and 
resolves  of  the  delegates  bring  new  strength 
and  will  to  do  what  is  right  and  just  and  may 
Brother  Samuel  Gtompers,  the  able  and  es- 
teemed champion  of  American  Labor,  be  fully 
restored  to  toaalth  and  continue  in  his  work 
of  love  and  devotion  for  the  cause  of  all  who 
toU. 

WM.  T.  BONSOR,  President. 
JOHN  A.  O'OONNELL,  Sec'y. 
Denver.   Colo.,   June   16.   1919. 
The  OfScers  and  Delegates  of  the  American 

Federation  of  Labor,  care  Frank  Morrison, 

Atlantic  City. 

On  behalf  of  all  the  people  of  Colorado 
I  cordially  invite  you  to  hold  your  next  con- 
vention  in  the  city  of  Denver. 

OLIVER  H.  SHOUP,  Governor. 
The  communications  were  made  part  of  the 
records  of  the  convention. 

Delegate  Healy,  Firemen,  stoted  that  engi- 
neers and  firemen  in  Atlantic  City  have  Men 
on  strike  for  some  time;  that  several  efforts 
have  been  made  to  settle  the  strike,  and  al- 
though a  government  conciliator  has  been  In 
the  city  nothing  has  been  accomplished.  He 
asked  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appoint- 
ed to  confer  with  the  manager  of  the  Chal- 
fonte  and  other  members  of  the  Hotel  Menls 
Association  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Delegate  Flore.  Hotel  and  Restaurant  Em- 
ployes.  asked  to  have  a  representative  on  the 
committee,  as  members  of  the  culinary  work- 
ers and  bartenders  were  very  much  inter- 
ested in  the  matter. 

Vice-President  Green  stoted  that  the  request 
would  be  granted  without  a  motion. 

Delegate  Web*dr,  Musicians,  asked  unani- 
mous consent  to  introduce  a  resolution  deal- 
ing with  the  question  of  the  importation  of 
musicians  into  this  country,  and  especially 
with  the  case  of  the  Boston  Symphony  Or- 
chestra in  arranging  to  import  fifty  altvsn 
musicians. 

Vice-President  Duffy  objected  to  the  in- 
troduction of  any  more  resolutions. 
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B«port  of  Oommittee  on  BzocnilTe  Oonndl'i 
Report 

Delegate  Well,  Secretary  of  the  Oommit- 
tee^  reported  as  follows: 

Your  Committee  recommends  reference  of 
Resolution  No.  207  to  the  Ck>mmitteo  on  Edu- 
cation, inasmuch  as  it  deals  with  a  subject 
that  is  now  before  that  Oommittee. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
concurred    in. 

REPORT  OF  TRUSTEES  OF  A  F.  OF  L. 
BUILDINO 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Connefl  under  the  aboye  caption 
the   committee   reported   as    follows: 

The  wisdom  and  sood  business  judgment 
in  constructing  and  maintaining  a  fitting 
office  building  for  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  at  Washington,  D.  C,  is  ably  mani- 
festied  in  the  rei>ort  of  the  trustees  haTing 
directed  this  business  enterprise  of  our 
moyement. 

From  a  general  viewpoint  this  structure  n 
a  splendid  monument  to  the  constant  devel- 
opment and  uninterrupted  progpsss  of  the 
American  Labor  Movement.  It  fittingly 
symbolises  the  permanent  and  indestructible 
character  of  the  American  Trade  Union 
Movemmt. 

From  a  financial  point  of  view  the  sut>- 
mitted  report  clearly  demonstrates  that  this 
venture  is  not  alone  self^nstaining,  but  is 
designed  to  liquidate  the  financial  obligation 
it  is  carrying  within  a  comparatively  brief 
period  of  time.  While  never  intended  as  a 
profit-making  undertaking,  we  have  every  rea- 
son to  conclude  that  this  project  Is  profitable 
to  our  movement  and  its  cause  from  every 
point  of  observation.' 

Your  committee  tlverefore  highly  com- 
mends the  trustees  for  the  excdUent  manner 
in  which  they  have  conducted  this  enterprise 
in  behalf  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

The  recommendation  of  the  oommittee  was 
adopted. 

Judldal  Oonstmotlon  of  Law 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil's report  under  the  above  caption  the  com- 
mittee reported  as  follows: 

Under  this  caption  the  Executive  CouncQ 
directs  attention  to  the  opinion  submitted  by 
Mr.  Jackson  H.  Ralston,  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  the  attorney  for  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  on  the  subject  of  the  power 
of  the  courts  to  declare  iaws  unconstitutional. 

Your  committee  considers  that  nothing  is 
more  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  life,  liberty 
and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  than  to  permit 
any  department  of  government  exclusive,  ab- 
solute and  final  authority  in  any  matter 
which  directly  or  indirectly  involves  or  affects 
the  destiny  of  a  people  or  control  over  its 
possessions. 

Our  nation  only  recently  associated  itsdf 
with  other  democratic  nations  of  Europe  to 
destroy  the  hereditary  rule  of  government 
over  the  people.  Our  nation,  in  associatfon 
with  other  nations  of  free  peoples,  has  just 
concluded  a  victorious  war  for  the  rights  of 
all  peoples  to  determine  their  own  destinies. 
While  proud  of  our  accomplishments  in  behalf 
of  peoples   of  Europe,   we  have,   nevertheless. 


been  negleetful  of  sinister  influences  con- 
stantly at  work  in  our  body  politic,  which 
are  slowly  but  surely  sapping  the  virus  of  In- 
dependence from  our  institutions  and  are 
creating  an  autocracy  equal  In  power  and 
authority  to  that  exercised  by  the  most  tyran- 
nical despot  ever  known  to  human  history. 
Our  nation  is  founded  on  the  principle  that 
every  eltisen  is  a  sovereign  unto  himself  and 
that  the  powers  of  government  extend  only 
to  that  degree  to  which  the  consent  of  the 
governed  has  been  freely,  fully  and  fairly  ob- 
tained. The  governmental  authority  or  our 
nation   has   been  so  divided  and  designed   to 

Srevent  the  usurping  of  authority  and  power 
y  any  one  department  of  government  not 
fairly  and  freely  delegated  to  it  by  the  ex- 
pressed will  of  the  people.  Despite  aU  thMe 
precautions  to  safeguard  individual  liberty 
and  freedom  of  action,  despite  the  fact  that 
the  early  constitutional  convention  denied  the 
right  to  our  courts  to  pass  on  the  constitu- 
tionality of  laws  enacted  by  Congress,  our 
courts  and  judges  have  been  slowly  and  surely 
disregarding  these  restrictions  and  limitations 
and  now  freely  and  uninterruptedly  exercise 
powers  which  even  the  monarchs  and  kaisers 
dared  not  exercise  with  all  their  daima  to 
power  by  inherent  divinity. 

The  power  of  our  courts  to  declare  legis- 
lation enacted  unconstitutional  and  void  Is 
a  most  flagrant  usurpation  of  power  and 
authority  by  our  courts  and  is  a  repudiation 
and  denial  of  the  principle  of  self-govern- 
ment recognised  now  as  a  world  doctrine. 
The  continued  exercise  of  this  unwarranted 
power  is  a  blasphemy  on  the  rights  ana 
claims  of  free  men  of  America. 

This  usurpation  of  power  by  our  courts 
to  subordinate  the  legislative  and  executive 
departments  to  their  will  and  compel  the  ac- 
tivities of  a  free  people  to  their  whims  and 
dictates  is  paraUeled  and  equaled  only  hy 
the  further  usurpation  of  authority  by  our 
courts  to  legislate  and  punish  people  in  oi- 
rect  deflance  of  constitutional  safeguards  to 
personal  liberty  and  freedom  of  action.  By 
the  issuance  of  injunctive  decrees  by  our 
courts,  by  the  restraint  they  place  upon  the 
normal  and  Hghtful  activities  of  a  free  peo- 
ple, by  the  punishing  of  free  men  In  the 
exercise  of  their  constitutional  rights  with- 
out opportunity  to  a  trial  by  jury,  by  the 
removal  of  safeguards  thrown  around  the  in- 
dividual against  extreme  and  excessive  pun- 
ishments and  the  denial  of  an  opportunil^  or 
executive  clemency,  our  courts  have  vested 
themselves  with  a  power  greater  than  any 
despot  ever  heretofore  possessed. 

The  fate  of  the  sovereignty  of  American 
people  again  hangs  in  the  balance.  It  is  in- 
conceivable that  such  an  autocratic,  despotic 
and  tyrannical  power  can  long  remain  in  a 
democracy.  One  or  the  other  must  ultimately 
give  way,  and  your  committee  believes  that 
this  convention  should  declare  that,  as  wace- 
earners,  citisens  of  a  tree  and  democratic 
republic,  we  shall  sUnd  firmly  and  consclen- 
*'.?'^.  °"  °**^  rights  as  free  men  and  treat 
aU  injunctive  decrees  that  invade  our  per- 
^"SL  L***?^*.**  **  unwarranted  in  fact,  un- 
justified in  law  and  illegal  as  being  in  viola- 
tion of  our  constitutional  safeguards,  and 
accept  whatever  consequences  may  follow 

Your  committee  further  recommends  that 
immediate  steps  be  taken  by  the  Executive 
Counca  and  by  aU  State  organizations  for  the 
wly  enactment  of  adequate  laws  to  deny  the 
further  usurpation  of  these  unwarranted 
powers  by  our  courts,  and  that  Congress   be 
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p«titioii«d  to  impeseh  all  jndscs  from  office 
who  m«7  hereafter  exercise  governmental 
functions  and  authority  not  expressly  dele- 
gated to  them.  It  is  the  viewpoint  of  yonr 
committee  that  the  widest  possible  pnbliclty 
should  be  given  this  subject  and  that  the 
public  mind  and  conscience  should  he  fully 
aroused  to  the  dangers  confronting  the  liber- 
ties of  our  people  to  the  end  that  the  ju- 
dicial autocracy  and  despotism  which  has  been 
slowly  developing  in  our  midst  will  come  to 
an  early  and  definite  end. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adoptea 
unanimously. 

Ck>ronado   Ck>al   Oompany   ti.   Unitad   mne 
Workers 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil's report  under  the  above  caption  the  com> 
mittee  reported  as   follows: 

A  year  ago  the  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  was  advised  of  the  great 
danger  involved  in  this  case  and  that  by  tbe 
final  afikmation  of  this  judgment,  the  right 
to  strike  was  not  only  outlawed,  but  that  tne 
right  of  the  workers  to  combine  and  to  bar- 
gain coUectively  were  likewise  seriously  at- 
tacked. Attention  was  directed  to  the  fact 
that  this  assault  and  encroachment  on  tbe 
right  of  trial  by  jury  was  a  flagrant  disre- 
gard of  oonstitut'onal  safeguards  to  the  free- 
dom of  action  guaranteed  our  people. 

At  that  time  we  sought  to  impress  tne 
convention  with  the  dangerous  prmeipie 
which  the  court  had  invoked  to  attack  tne 
funds  of  trade  unions,  to  jeopardise  the  sav- 
ings of  the  wage-earners,  and  thus  ultimately 
destroy  the  virility  and  aggressiveness  of  tne 
trade  union  movement. 

We  are  now  advised  by  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil that  the  appeal  of  the  United  Mine  Work- 
ers  in  the  District  Court  has  been  in  vain 
and  that  the  misjudgment  of  the  lower  court 
has  been  affirmed.  While  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  are  preparing  an  appeai 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  SUtes, 
and  while  th's  case  is  not  predicated  on  the 
Clayton  Act,  but  is  *  being  tried  under  the 
terms  of  the  Sherman  anti-trust  law  before 
labor  organisations  were  exempted  from  its 
restrictive  regulations:  it  is,  nevertheless,  im- 
portant to  note  that  the  tendency  of  the  em- 
ploying interests  today  is  to  hold  trade  unions 
respons'ble  financially  for  whatever  allegea 
ill-advised  or  wrongful  act  any  one  of  its 
members  or  sympathizers  may  commit,  inad- 
vertently or  by  design,  on  the  theory  that  the 
trade  imion  movement  is  obligate<]  to  <llsel- 
pline  and  to  direct  the  conduct  of  all  its 
members. 

Our  administration  of  law  presents  indeed 
a  mass  of  inconsistencies  and  contradictions. 
While  organisations  of  capital  are  encour- 
aged and  protected,  combinations  of  workers 
are  constantly  attacked.  While  employers 
may  unite  and  combine  aga'nst  workers  and 
against  the  buying  public,  the  right  of  the 
workers  to  resist  encroachments  and  to  right 
admitted  wrongs  is  constantly  being  interfered 
wilh.  While  nations  laud  the  instrument  of 
boycott  to  fores  recalcitrant  nations  to  observe 
international  rules  and  ethics,  yet  when  laboi 
attempts  to  punish  a  recalcitrant  employer 
by  this  same  weapon  we  find  its  path  one  of 
embarrassment  and  obstruction.  Whenever 
an  officer  of  an  incorporated  financial,  indus- 
trial or  commercial  enterprise  exceeds  the 
power  specifically  delegated  to  him,  the  courts 


declara  his  act  ultra-vires  and  the  company  is 
absolved  from  all  responsibility.  But  when 
a  labor  man  at  a  trade  union  meeting  makes 
ill-advised  utterances,  even  when  such  ut- 
terances are  condemned  by  those  in  author- 
ity, then  the  union  and  its  members  may 
nevertheless  be  robbed  of  their  funds  and 
savings.  Such  is  the  awkward  contradiction 
in  our  administrative  law  of  today. 

It  was  the  spirit  of  the  jurisprudence  of 
slavery  which  forbade  the  slaves  the  oppor> 
tunity  to  read  to  defend  themselves,  and 
so  it  is  the  jurisprudence  of  employers  of 
today  to  contrive  doctrines  which  deny  the 
workers  a  full  opportunity  of  defence.  The 
time  has  passed,  however,  when  our  courts 
should  be  longer  permitted  to  devise  legml 
doctrines  and  design  local  fictions  by  which 
to  deny  the  wage  earners  equal  rights  and 
privileges   before  the   law. 

Your  Committee  therefore  is  in  full  ac- 
cord with  all  that  the  executive  council  has 
suggested  for  the  disposition  of  this  ease, 
and  principles  involved.  We  commend  the 
United  Mine  Workers  of  America  for  the 
valiant  contest  they  are  making.  We  urge 
that  the  officers  of  the  American  Federm- 
tion  of  Labor  be  authorised  and  empowered 
to  cooperate  fully  with  the  officers  of  the 
United  Mine  Workers  In  protecting  the  in- 
terests of  all  workers  and  to  spare  no  time, 
or  effort,  or  money  in  having  this  decision 
reversed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  and  in  having  the  principle  of  volun- 
tary association  and  collective  bargalninc 
on  the  part  of  the  workers  made  secure  for 
all  time  to  come. 

The  recommendation  of  the  commltte  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Seport  on  Labor  Leglalatton 
Under  this  caption  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil submits  a  summary  of  legisktion  whiek 
affects  the  interest  of  the  workers  and  which 
was  secured  from  Congress  during  the  past 
year  through  the  legisktive  efforU  put 
forth  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Fifteen  specific  measures  are  reported  aa 
havmg  been  enacted  into  law.  Yonr  eom- 
mittee  has  considered  these  measures  and 
finds  that  all  are  helpful  to  the  workers  and 
are  designed  to  promote  their  best  interests. 
Approval  and  concurrence  is  therefor  re-> 
commended  on  this  part  of  the  Executive 
Council's   report. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was- 
adopted  unanimously. 

Hindrancee  to  Leglslaftion 
Upon  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil's   report    under    the    above    caption    the 
Committee  reported  as  follows: 

On  this  subject  your  committee  submits 
the  following  observations  and  recommenda* 
tions.  As  the  power  and  influence  '  of  the 
workers  are  constantly  growing  and  extend* 
ing  more  subtle  and  more  indirect  methods 
and  procedures  are  adopted  and  followed  by 
hostile  legisktors  in  controverting  this  pow> 
er  and  influence  of  labor  in  the  legisktive 
halls  of  our  stotes  and  nation.  Parliamen- 
tary procedure,  originally  intended  to  clarify 
issues,  expedite  their  fab:  and  intelligent  con- 
sideration and  to  reach  an  early  conclask>n. 
has  been  diverted  into  an  instrument  of 
confusion,  evasion  and  delay.  Legislative 
measures  are  apparently  fkvored  with  know- 
ledsre  beforehand  that  ultimate  technical 
parliamentory  objections  will  be  invoked  to 
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praTMit  Um  •naetmcnt  of  sneh  mtasiir*  into 
Uw  mnd  that  the  public  mind  is  oonhued  m 
to  the  real  purpose  end  intent  of  our  lesia- 
latore. 

FiUlnre  of  Conffrees  to  eneet  the  sevekml 
lesisfaitiTe  proposals  into  law  indicated  in 
the  report  of  the  Executive  CovneU  is  not 
alone  a  matter  of  deep  resret.  This  practice 
of  delay  and  erasion  is  a  matter  for  severe 
criticism  and  condemnation.  We  view  the 
action  of  Congress  in  adjonmins  without 
wftWung  adequate  provision  and.  appropriation 
for  the  continuance  of  the  sevend^  needful 
departments  of  the  Government  under  the 
control  of  the  Department  of  Labor*  nothing 
less  than  a  deliberate  attempt  to  promote 
the  well-beins  of  the  few  and  influential  to 
the  detriment  of  the  welfare  of  the  great 
mass  of  our  people  into  the  nooks  and 
orooks  of  the  dark  halls  the  workers 
of  our  nation.  We  hold  that  the 
time  is  here  to  direct  the  light  of  day 
into  the  nooks  and  crooks  of  the  dark  halls 
and  chambers  of  Conflrress  and  remove  tt0 
angelic  cloak  by  which  these  misinterpretors 
of  public  good  shroud  their  acts  of  deviltry. 

We  agree  with  the  Executive  Council  that 
the  rules  of  parliamentary  procedure  of 
Congress  are  antiquated,  ill-designed  and 
are  not  used  to  prove  helpful  in  giving  ex- 
pression to  the  manifested  will  of  the  people, 
we  hold  they  are  used  and  designated  almost 
exclusively  to  protect  the  interests  of  the 
possessors  of  the  wealth  of  our  nation. 

We  therefore  concur  in  the  recommenda- 
tion that  Congress  be  memorialised  to  make 
All  the  required  changes  in  congressional 
procedure  to  facilitate  and  properly  care  for 
the  legislative  needs  of  the  people. 

To  this  end,  we  concur  in  the  suggestions 
submitted  to  the  Executive  Council's  Report 
smd  urge  that  all  necessary  steps  be  taken 
to  give  realisation  to  their  early  enact- 
ment. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Better  Sodal  and  Industrial  Oondlttons 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
eil's  report,  under  the  above  caption,  the 
Committee  reported  as  follows: 

The  subject  of  better  social  and  indus- 
trial conditions  is  one  which  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  many  theorists  and  fadists 
and  has  also  received  the  serious  considera- 
tion of  men  of  a  practical  turn  of  mind. 
As  set  forth  in  the  Executive  Councirs  re- 
port this  subject  relates  to  a  number  of 
activities  and  relations  upon  which  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  has  clearly  and 
definitely  expressed  its  attitude  and  deter- 
mination. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  the  viewpoint 
that  any  arrangement  or  device  which  leads 
to  the  involuntary  submission  of  industrial 
issues  te  a  national  or  state  tribunal  or 
compels  the  acquiescence  in  its  findings, 
decisions  or  awards  is  contrary  to  the  rights 
And  privileges  of  a  free  people  and  violative 
of  our  constitutional  guarantees.  Any  and 
All  such  proposals  should  receive  our  un- 
swerving and   determined   opposition. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  the  need  for 
the  extension  of  the  soldiers'  and  sailors' 
insurance  system  to  include  the  civil  popu- 
lation in  order  to  assure  workmen  againut 
the  hasards  of  ill  health,  accident  and  death. 
At  the  lowest  possible  rate.     We  insist,  how- 


ever, that  the  first  element  of  insurance  is 
ample  compensation  flor  woxQc  performed 
which  includes  a  wage  suflicient  to  permit 
the  laying  aside  of  an  adequate  saving  to 
meet  all  the  adversities  of  life.  Secondly, 
we  insist  on  a  system  of  government*  as  dis- 
tinguished from  private,  insurance  which 
is  voluntary  and  not  compulsory  in  char- 
acter and  which  excludes  the  possibility  of 
invading  the  rights  and  trespassing  upon 
the  homes  of  the  workers  by  governmental 
agents    or    representatives    of   private    con- 


As  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  as  evidenced  in  this  brief  allu- 
sion to  this  great  subject,  your  committee 
is  of  the  opinion  that  inasmuch  as  the 
workers  are  alone  required  to  labor  under, 
whatever  legislative  principles  may  be  en- 
acted into  law  and  which  affect  only  their 
lives,  their  conditions  of  service,  their  well- 
being  and  the  welfare  of  those  dependent  on 
them  that,  therefor,  this  subject  is  one  in 
which  the  workers  alone  should  deeignate 
that  legislation  to  which  they  shall  sub- 
ordinate their  activities  as  free  men  and 
that  they  should  not  be  made  to  suffer  the 
consequences  of  the  wishes  or  whims  or 
fancies  of  so-called  reformation  agencies  or 
societies  or  be  made  the  object  for  amuse- 
ment or  notoriety  of  so-called  parlor  re- 
formers with  which  our  country  abounds. 

Your  committee  recommends  and  con- 
curs in  the  expressions  of  the  Executive 
Council  on  this  subject  and  suggests  that  it 
undertake  to  fkmiliarise  the  affiliated  unions 
and  all  workers  from  time  to  time  upon 
such  legislative  measures  as  in  its  opinion 
are  helpful  and  which  enable  the  rallying 
of  the  forces  of  labor  to  the  support  of 
such  legislation  as  the  accredited  representa- 
tives of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
have  found  best  to  promote  the  interests 
and  well-being  of  all  wage-earners  of  our 
land. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Unemployment  and  Landa  for  Soldiers 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil's report  under  the  above  caption  the 
committee  reported  as  follows: 

In  this  part  of  the  report,  the  Executive 
Council  relates  the  earnest,  vigorous,  but 
futile  efforts  which  were  made  during  the 
last  session  of  Congress  to  provide  employ- 
ment for  the  unemployed  and  to  engage  the 
unemployed  on  the  unused  and  undeveloped 
lands  of  our  country. 

While  the  peoples  in  many  European  na- 
tions are  thinking  in  terms  of  land  as  never 
heretofore,  and  while  the  apportionment  of 
lands  has  proven  one  of  the  great,  vexing 
problems  of  peace  between  nations,  we  here 
in  our  own  country  are  permitting  valuable 
lands  to  remain  unused  for  the  want  of 
providing  and  a  lack  of  determination  to 
break  the  barrier  of  vested  interests.  While 
the  problems  of  rents  and  housing  are 
becoming  more  acute  we  are  loathe  to  de- 
mand of  Congress  to  tax  the  wealth  of  the 
nation  and  in  removing  the  artificial  re- 
strictions which  prevent  the  further  de- 
velopment of  idle  lands  and  encourage  a 
arreater  distribution  of  our  people  on  these 
lands.  While  we  hear  much  of  unemploy- 
ment, we  find  no  dearth  of  opportunity  for 
the  profitable  employment  of  both  men  and 
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women.  Our  eoantrj  is  yet  younsr,  our 
lands  are  not  all  fally  developed,  and  there 
is  much  work  yet  to  be  performed  in  our 
country  Congress  may  well  apply  Itself  to 
this  great  and  pressins  task,  if  it  sincerely 
desires  to  serre  the  welMyaing  of  the  people. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  fally  endorses 
the  principles  underlying  the  Kelly  and 
Grosser  bills  which  contemplate  new  princi- 
ples of  employment  by  acquirins  the  land, 
fitting  it  for  use,  placing  suitable  buildings 
thereon  and  disposing  of  ready-made  farms 
under  the  most  fkvorable  terms  and  condi- 
tions and  by  prorlding  for  the  systematie 
extension  of  public  works  and  the  develop- 
ment of  natural  resources.  These  bills  fkiled 
of  passage  and  we  urge  their  re-introduction 
and  their  early  enactment  ihto  law. 

Your  committee  also  endorses  the  princi- 
ples and  legislative  proposals  submitted  by 
Secretary  Franklin  K.  Lane  to  survey,  clarify 
and  dispose  to  soldiers,  sailors  and  workers 
all  unentered  and  unused  lands  and  aid  in 
their  development  and  settlement  on  a  sys- 
tematic and  comprehensive,  beneficial  basis. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  this 
section  of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Ooun- 
cil  should  not  alone  be  endorsed  but  that 
Congress  should  be  petitioned  to  enact  these 
principles  into  substantive  law  wtlhout  de- 
lay and  without  further  evasion  or  equivo- 
cation. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  44 — By  Delegate  George 
Sauter,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  Wilming- 
ton, Del.  Favoring  Secretary  Lane's  Ameri- 
caniaation  and   land   for  Soldiers'   Program: 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Central  Labor  Union 
goes  on  record  as  favoring  the  propositions 
that  are  being  advocated  by  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  Lane  for  Americaniaation,  and 
for  the  bringing  back  to  the  soil  of  our 
returning  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  who 
desire  to  take  up  fkrming  through  the  Gov- 
ernment providing  them  with  suitable 
farms  on  which  to  pursue  the  science  of 
agriculture. 

Inasmuch  as  the  subject  to  which  this 
resolution  relates  has  been  fully  covered  in 
the  report  of  your  committee  on  that  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Couhcil  deal- 
ing with  the  employment  of  returning  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  no  further  action  is  required  on 
this  resolution  and  so  recommends. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Prohibition  of  Immigration 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil's report  under  the  above  caption  thu 
committee  reported  as  follows: 

Contrary  to  the  propaganda  fostered  and 
encouraged  by  employing  intei^ts,  the  prob- 
lem confronting  our  people  is  not  one  of 
emigration  but  of  immigration.  While  it 
may  be  true  that  during  the  war  all  immigra- 
tion ceased,  it  is  equally  true  that  a  number 
of  years  will  necessarily  elapse  before  the 
industries  of  our  country  will  havf  re- 
absorbed all  the  discharged  soldiers,  sailors 
and  war  workers  under  conditions  of  em- 
ployment commensurate  with  the  more  ad- 


vanced standards  of  compensation  f6r  serv- 
ices rendered. 

While  our  Immigration  laws  may  be  de- 
signed to  prevent  those  persons  coming  to 
our '  shores  who  have  little  or  no  faith  in 
our  institutions.  It  is  equally  essential  that 
our  immigration  laws  are  so  molded  as  to 
prevent  unemployment  of  the  workers,  which 
in  itself  causes  so  much  friction  and  misery 
in  our  industrial  relations. 

Your  committee  is,  therefore,  favorably 
impressed  with  the  effort  made  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  to  prevent  the  admittance 
of  coolie  labor  and  to  avoid  the  many  hard- 
ships and  difficulties  which  the  admission  of 
coolie  labor  would  necessarily  involve.  It 
also  fkvors  the  approval  of  legislation  sug- 
gested by  the  Executive  Council  for  the  pro- 
hibition of  immigration  for  a  fixed  number 
of  years  and  especially  during  the  period 
of  readjustment. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Gorenstein,  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers,  in  opposing  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee,  said  In  part:  "I  wish  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  part  of  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  committee  where  they 
commend  the  activity  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  and  the  Executive  Council 
in  trying  to  get  laws  enacted  to  prohibit 
immigration  to  this  country  for  the  next 
few  years.  I  feel  It  my  duty  as  an  immi- 
grant and  an  American  citisen  to  oppose  that 
as  vigorously  as  I  can.  I  believe  the  tinse 
has  come  when  we  can  get  other  measures 
to  prevent  unemployment.  I  feel  this  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  has  talked  long 
enough  about  all  kinds  of  measures.  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  been  talk- 
ing about  the  eight-hour-day  as  long  as 
my  memory  serves  me.  The  international 
organisation  I  represent  is  composed  largely 
of  Immigrants,  but  it  has  come  to  its  senses 
and  realised  what  was  necessary  to  do  away 
as  much  as  possible  with  unemployment. 
We  have  established  a  forty-four-hour  week 
and  we  do  not  talk  any  more  about  a  forty - 
eight-hour  week.  It  may  be  well  enough  to 
talk  about  the  forty-eight-hour  week  for 
some  of  the  allied  countries,  it  may  be  well 
enough  for  Japan,  but  it  is  not  good  enough 
for  this  country  any  more.  It  is  up  to  the 
men  who  hwve  power  to  do  it  to  get  some- 
thing better  than  the  eight-hour-day.  Es- 
tablish the  six- hour  day  and  you  will  not 
have  to  restrict  immigration.  There  may 
be  some  people  on  the  other  side  who  will 
have  to  leave  their  countries  because  of  op- 
pression. Is  it  the  desire  of  this  convention 
to  close  the  doors  to  those  people  that  are 
oppressed  and  persecuted?  I  hope  you  will 
vote  down  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee." 

Delegate  Duncan,  Seattle:  I  move  that 
the  part  of  the  report  of  the  committee  stat- 
ing  that  we   favor   the  absolute  restriction 
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of  imnisration  for  «  ffiven  period  be  strieken 
from  the  report.      (Seconded.) 

Delesate  McCullouffh,  Typoflrraphieal  Union, 
e«id  in  part:  "I  know,  or  think  I  know,  the 
aspirations,  the  hopes,  the  ambitions  of  the 
men  and  women  of  Europe  and  other  coun- 
tries who  have  turned  to  the  United  States 
as  a  spot  where  they  can  realise  their  am- 
bitions and  enjoy  those  things  that  have 
been  denied  them  in  the  land  of  their  birth. 
We  must  realize  that  today,  with  society  in 
a  fluid  condition,  with  the  sroyemment  of 
the  world  in  an  unsettled  state,  it  behooves 
us  as  patriotic  citizens,  as  devoted  advo- 
cates of  the  best  interests  of  humanity,  to 
adopt  for  the  time  beiuff  such  prudent  meas- 
ures as  win  safeguard  our  institutions  and 
make  us  secure  in  those  things  we  labored 
BO  Ions  and  so  earnestly  to  achieve. 

If  it  were  proposed  to  make  this  a  per- 
manent affair  no  one  would  oppose  this 
measure  with  more  viffor  than  myself.  It  is 
only  a  temporary  device  to  help  us  bridge 
over  the  time  durins  which  none  of  us 
can  see  what  will  happen.  It  is  not  alone 
Europe  that  we  have  to  deal  with,  it  is 
the  other  nations  of  the  world,  it  is  Asiatic 
immigration  that  is  staring  us  in  the  face. 
We  are  about  to  enter  into  a  pact  with  all 
the  nations  of  the  world;  I  think  it  is  as 
certain  as  anything  can  be  that  the  League 
of  Nations  pact  will  be  signed.  We  have 
no  means  of  telling  in  advance  Just  what 
effect  that  is  going  to  have  on  our  laws 
and  on  our  institutions.  We  all  hope  that 
it  will  be  for  good,  yet  it  is  just  as  well  to 
make  prudent  preparations,  to  be  ready  in 
advance   for   whatever   may   happen. 

I  think  the  report  of  the  committee  en- 
dorsing the  recommendation  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  is  one  of  the  most  imporUnt 
things  that  is  coming  before  this  conven- 
tion, and  with  all  the  sympathy  in  the 
world  for  the  men  and  women  who  have 
come  to  this  country  from  abroad  to  make 
their  homes  here,  and  with  those  who  hope 
in  the  future  to  come  here  to  make  their 
homes,  I  favor  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  committee." 

Delegate  Sweeney  discussed  the  question 
and  opposed  the  report  of  the  committee. 

Delegat*a  Sumner,  Stereotypers :  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  the  committee 
if  this   action  would   bar  immigration  from 


Secretory  WoU:  The  biU  introduced  does 
not  affect  immigration  from  Canada. 

Delegate  Sumner:  If  Canada  and  certain 
others  are  specifically  excluded  I  think  there 
is  discrimination.  Why  one  nation  should 
be  excluded  and  others  included  ought  to 
be  a  matter  of  serious  concern  to  this  con- 
vention. I  read  this  morning  that  one  of 
the  experts  for  the  Government  says  there 
will    be    emigration    from    this    country    of 


1,200.000  aliens  this  year.  I  fail  to  under- 
stand what  all  the  excitement  is  about  in 
trying  to  keep  out  immigranto.  I  can  un- 
derstond  why  certoin  immigranU  should  not 
be  desired,  the  coolie  labor,  for  instonce: 
but  I  cannot  understond  why  we  should  un- 
dertoke  to  have  an  omnibus  bill  covering 
all  those  who  really  are  the  friends  of  this 
nation  excluded  for  two  years.  We  ought 
to  go  slow  about  this  immigration  exclusion 
act;  I  am  not  in  sympathy  with  it  and  I 
am  not  in  sympathy  with  the  committee's 
report,  which  is  so  general  in  ito  terms.  I 
am  perfectly  willing  to  have  certoin  immi- 
granto excluded,  for  we  don't  want  to  flood 
the  country,  but  I  object  to  ito  general  pro- 
visions. 

Secretary  Morrison,  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion, said  in  part:  "I  am  in  favor  of  the 
committee's  report.  The  committee's  report 
is  simply  a  proposition  to  prevent  an  influx 
of  immigration  to  this  country  during  the 
reconstruction  period.  I  am  informed  that 
there  is  a  great  number  of  people  unem- 
ployed in  this  country  at  the  present  time, 
and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  the  province  of 
the  convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  assist  the  great  employing  com- 
panies, the  steel  trust,  the  timber  barons 
of  the  West,  and  others  to  bring  about  the 
condition  that  existed  in  this  country  prior 
to  the  war,  when  there  were  three  men  for 
every  job.  I  believe  we  have  a  right  to 
protect  the  citizens  of  this  country  and  see 
that  they  secure  employment.  A  most  per- 
niciously active  campaign  has  been  carried 
on  by  the  great  intoresto  through  the  news> 
papers,  national  feeling  has  been  appealed 
to  by  the  clever  writors  of  the  represento- 
tives  of  capitol,  for  the  purpose  of  foreinr 
the  trade  unionisto  and  the  wage  workers 
of  this  country  back  to  the  conditions  we 
had  prior  to  the  war,  and  I  am  opposed  to  it. 

"President  Gary,  of  the  steel  trust,  and 
their  attorney,  in  a  speech  made  in  Chicago 
when  the  war  was  on  said:  "There  are  four 
million  Chinamen  we  can  secure  to  do  agri- 
cultural work."  Of  course  they  were  not 
wantod  in  the  steel  industry,  but  what  they 
did  want  was  to  bring  these  men  into  this 
country  as  wage  workers  in  the  fields,  to 
relieve  the  tmrm  laborers  for  the  steel  trust; 
in  other  words,  because  of  the  cheap  labor, 
to  drive  them  out  into  other  industries. 

"Do  not  be  fooled  by  this  specious  reason- 
ing. The  great  representotives  of  capitol 
are  not  dead,  neither  are  they  sleeping;  they 
are  working  day  and  night.  We  are  going 
to  face  a  condition  of  unemployment  in  this 
country,  and  if  you  are  wise  you  will  assist 
in  stopping  immigration  for  a  limited  time 
for  the  purpose  of  readjustment  and  giving 
our  workers  that  are  here,  our  soldiers  and 
sailors,  an  opportunity  for  employment.  The 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  others 
have   been  petitioning    Congress    in   an   en- 
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deavor  to  get  appropriatioM  to  assist  in 
preventing  unemployment,  and  hardly  any 
approprUtions  have  be«n  secured.  The  great 
interests  are  opposed  to  appropriations ;  ^ey 
•want  unemployment;  they  want  cheap  labor. 

•-r^ere  should  be  legislation  to  provide 
that  every  soldier,  sailor,  and  war  worker 
should  be  paid  during  his  unemployment, 
untU  he  secures  employment  that  will  enable 
him  to  Uve  in  reasonable  comfort,  and  then 
when  our  people  are  employed  the  ban  can 
be  lifted.  I  have  no  feeUng  against  any 
nationality  coming  into  this  country,  with  the 
exception  that  I  am  unalterably  opposed  to 
the  OrienUls  coming  into  this  eo^^*"^  .  * 
beUeve  that  our  civiliwition  cannot  with- 
stand the  coming  into  this  country  of  mil- 
lions of  Orientals.  A  professor  in  TokJ 
sai4  that  the  Oriental  race  will  survive  th 
OccidenUl.  and  his  reason  was  that  twenty 
OrtmUls  can  Uve  for  what  it  wiU  take  for 
one  Occidental,  and  therefore  they  can  un- 
derlive  the  Occidental,  or  white  race,  and 
the  yeUow  race  wiU  survive.  If  there  ^ 
going  to  be  a  struggle  between  the  Orientals 
«nd  the  Occidentals  I  want  to  see  the  white 
race  in  America  and  the  Oriental  race  across 
the  ocean.  So  I  am  in  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee's report  for  self-defense.  We  have 
no  right  to  assist  in  bringing  over  aliens  to 
this  country  to  be  exploited.  I  do  not  want 
immigration  until  such  time  as  our  own 
•workers  have  secured  sustaining  emptoy- 
ment. 

Delegate  Furuseth,  Seamen,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  report  oi  the  committee,  and  said, 
in  part:  "I  want  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  in  the  League  of  Nations  and 
in  the  labor  charter  based  upon  it  there  is  a 
provision  for  the  regulation  of  labor — ^regu- 
lation of  labor  so  that  it  will  be  where  most 
needed.  And  then  it  voted  down  the  pro- 
position that  there  shall  be  no  involuntary 
servitude  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
League.  After  three  days'  fight,  in  which 
Mr.  Gompers  did  yoeman  work,  they  were 
compelled  to  put  into  that  instrument  "In 
no  case  shall  any  of  the  high  contracting 
powers  be  asked  or  acquired,  as  a  result 
of  the  adoption  by  the  conference  of  any 
recommendation  or  draflf  mentioned,  to 
diminish  the  protection  afforded  by  its 
existing  legislation.'  The  only  reason  I  now 
call  your  attention  to  this  thing  is  that  it 
uses  the  words  'existing  legislation.'  And 
what  I  am  praying  for  is  that  this  bill  to 
stop  immigration  may  be  passed  before  the 
League  of  Nations  is  adopted,  because  after- 
wards there  is  serious  doubt  whether  it  can 
be  passed  at  alL  After  that  the  power  of  a 
sovereign  nation  may  be  so  impaired  that  we 
will  have  to  get  the  permission  of  Orientals 
and  others  to  adopt  it.     I  hope,  you  will  con- 


sider this  matter  and  that  in  this  particular 
instance  you  will  sustain  the  report  of  the 
Committee.** 

Delegate  Lewis,  J.  L..  Mine  Workers:  Did 
I  understand  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee 
to  say  that  this  expression  of  the  committee 
applies  only  to  European  immigration? 

Secretary  WoU:  It  applies  to  those  com- 
ing from  foreign  ports  and  therefore  would 
not  apply  to  anyone  on  the  North  American 
continent. 

Delegate  Lewis:  In  order  to  vote  intelli- 
gently on  this  I  must  know  to  what  degree 
we  are  legislating  against  immigration.  The 
Mexican  immigration  problem  is  a  vital  one 
with  my  organisation  and  if  the  committee's 
report  does  not  cover  Mexican  immigration 
I  shall  propose  to  the  convention  a  motion 
which  will  cover  that  particular  feature  of 
immigration. 

Vitfe  President  Oreen :  There  are  two  res- 
olutions dealing  with  that  particular  subject 
that  will  come  before  the  convention  in 
proper  order. 

Delegate  Lewis:  Insofar  as  this  expression 
of  the  convention  Is  concerned,  which  will 
be  the  final  expression  of  the  Committee  on 
Executive  Council's  report  and  this  conven- 
tion, and  to  which  Congress  and  the  world 
will  look  to  determine  our  attitude,  I  must 
know  to  what  degree  this  question  is  cover- 
ed in  this  report. 

Delegate  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee: The  Executive  Committee  in  its  report 
directs  attention  to  the  bills  now  pending  in 
Congress  with  reference  to  the  subject  of 
immigration.  This  provides  that  the  bill 
which  was  reported  favorably  from  the  com- 
mittee and  then  died  with  the  adjournment 
of  Congress,  be  pushed  to  passage  in  the 
present  Congress  of  the  United  States.  The 
Committee*s  report  recommends  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  action  of  the  Executive 
Council.  There  is  no  bill  of  this  character 
available  to  the  Committee,  consequently 
the  committee  is  not  in  a  position  to  give 
you  the  contents  of  the  bill  at  this  time, 
but  we  judge  that  as  the  Executive  Council 
was  recommending  this  to  the  convention 
it  is  a  bill  that  properly  takes  care  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  workers  of  the  country.  On 
a  question  of  such  vital  importance  as  this 
particular  matter  is. 

Delegate  Lewis:  May  I  ask  what  the  mo- 
tion before  the  house  is? 

Vice-President  Green:  To  strike  from  the 
Committee'  report  the  endorsement  of  the 
bill  for  restricting  immigration  for  a  period 
of  years. 

Delegate  Lewis:  Then  before  I  can  offer 
an  amendment,  the  amendment  of  which  you 
speak  must  be  disposed  of.  In  that  event 
I  move  to  table  the  amendment. 

Vice-President  Green,  In  replying  to  ques- 
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(ions  from  tke  floor,  stated  that  the  mo- 
tion to  table  the  amendment  would  table  the 
entire  subject. 

Delegate  Lewis  then  moved  to  elose  de- 
bate.     (Seconded.) 

Vice-President  Oreen  ruled  that  Delegate 
Duncan,  the  mover  of  the  amendment,  would 
be  given  an  opportunity  to  speak  befoFS 
debate  was  closed. 

Delegate  Duncan,  of  Seattle,  in  discussing 
the  question,  said  in  part:  We  have  heard 
that  this  provision  was  placed  In  the  report  to 
safeguard  us  from  the  Orientals.  While  I  sm 
in  hearty  accord  with  the  part  of  tha  report 
which  protects  us  from  the  Orientals  or  any 
other  kind  of  immigration  coming  in  here 
that  would  break  down  our  standards,  while 
I  am  in  favor  of  the  literacy  test  and  all 
other  safe-guards  we  might  place  around  the 
conditions  we  have  built  up — and  which  I 
have  dpne  as  much  as  any  other  person  to 
build  up  during  the  time  I  have  been  in 
America — I  am  opposed  to  this  provision  be- 
cause I  know  Just  exactly  where  my  con- 
stituents stand  on  the  question.  I  am  op- 
posed to  it  because  I  know  if  it  is  put  across 
by  this  convention,  there  will  be  a  counter 
move  from  Seattle,  taking  issue  with  this 
convention  upon  this  question,  and  we  then 
would  get  a  nearer  expression  from  the  rank 
and  file  at  least  of  one  district  of  America 
which  has  a  right  to  be  heard,  and  is  in  the 
habit  many  times  of  making  itself  heard. 

There  are  thousands  upon  thousands  of 
citizens  of  other  nations  who  desire  to  go 
back  honra,  and  yet  the  laws  of  this  nation 
say,  "You  can  not  go  home.'  They  cannot 
go  out  and  they  cannot  come  in.  according 
to  our  reasoning.  I  say  to  you  that,  in  my 
Judgment  and  in  the  judgment  of  the  people 
I  stand  here  to  represent,  such  legislation 
is  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  amendment 
to  the  espionage  law  we  have  gone  on  record 
to  put  out  of  business.  It  is  a  move  upon 
the  part  of  some  individuals  throughout  this 
country  to  prevent  intercourse  between  the 
workers  of  the  various  nations  of  the  world, 
and  I  am  opposed  to  placing  any  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  freest  possible  intercourse 
between  any  nation  and  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  I  want  to  know  from  people  who 
might  come  from  Russia,  if  you  please.  Just 
exactly  what  is  going  on  in  Russia.  I  want 
the  bars  thrown  down,  at  least  for  people 
who  can  pass  the  literacy  test  to  come  in 
here  and  tell  us  the  truth  with  regard  to 
what  is  going  on  in  the  various  nations  of 
the  world.  You  are  not  getting  it  through 
the  press;  you  cannot  get  it  through  the 
press.  If  you  were  getting  the  truth  thru 
the  press  the  sentiment  throughout  this 
nation.  I  dare  say,  would  be  very  different 
from  what  it  is  today. 

Then  I  would  turn  to  the  Irish  in  this  con- 
vention, whom  I  supported  a  few  days  ago. 
and  say  to  them.   If  anything  blows  up  in 


Ireland  after  this  legislation  is  oh  th*  bbeka 
the  bars  will  be  up  and  your  Irish  brothers 
and  sisters  and  my  Irish  brothers  and  sUters 
cannot  come  over  here.'  We  have  pat  ^e 
bars  up  and  they  will  not  come  over.  This 
is  not  any  longer  an  asylum  for  political 
refugees,  as  we  boasted  sa  long  and  so  laud 
it  was.  There'  are  sufficient  safeguards 
running  through  the  report  to  take  care  of 
the  interests  of  the  workers  of  the  United 
Stotes  of  America,  and  that  is  aU  we  want. 
We  are  not  here  to  take  care  of  the  preda- 
tory   interests. 

Delegate  Lewis  asked  if  his  motion  to 
close  debate  upon  the  amendment  wonhl  also 
close    debate   upon   the   committee's    report. 

The  Chairman  replied   that  it  would. 

Delegate  Lewis  then  desired  to  withdraw 
the  motion  to  elose  debate,  Th«  Chairman 
replied  that  that  could  not  be  done,  as  a 
sufficient  number  of  delegates  had  asked 
for  the  previous  question,  and  as  soon  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  had  spoken 
the  question  would  be  put. 

Delegate  Lewis:  After  the  disposition  of 
the  entire  matter  the  adoption  or  rejection 
of  the  Committee's  report,  may  I  be  recog- 
nised then  for  a  motion  upon  tkis  subject? 

Vice-President  Green :  The  chair  will  prom- 
ise to  recognize  you. 

Delegate  Sillinsky,  Tailors:  I  rise  upon  a 
point  of  order.  You  have  ruled  that  the 
Secretary  will  be  given  the  floor.  Rule  17 
provides  that  the  mover  of  a  resolution 
shall  be  the  last  one  to  speak.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Committee  is  not  the  mover  of  the 
resolution. 

Vice-President  Green:  Secretary  WoU  mov- 
ed the  adoption  of  the  Committee's  report 
and  therefore  he  has  a  right  to  be  heard. 

Secretary  Woll  in  discussing  the  ques- 
tion, said  in  part:  Our  report  does  not  eon- 
fine  the  Executive  Council  to  any  specific 
bill,  but  says  that  during  the  period  of  re- 
construction legislation  should  be  enacted 
to  prohibit  immigration  that  interferes  with 
the  problem  of  unemployment  that  we  in 
America  have  to  contend  with.  We  know  it 
is  unquestioned  that  all  the  propaganda 
which  now  prevails  is  encouraged  and  fin- 
anced by  commercial  and  industrial  intereste 
to  permit  of  uninterfered-with  immigration 
of  foreign  labor,  not  for  the  interest  of  the 
workers  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  their  de- 
triment. The  exclusion  of  immigrants  for 
a  short  period  of  time  may  be  selfish  in 
nature  and  character,  and  yet  I  say  I  am 
heartily  in  accordance  with  that  sort  of  sel- 
fishness if  it  will  give  employment  to  our 
returning  soldiers  and  sailors,  and  all  un- 
employed workers  who  are  looking  to  you 
for  an  opportunity  to  be  employed  and  make 
a  living. 

The  convention  has,  by  unanimous  vote, 
when  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolu- 
tions was  made,  called  for  many  things  to 
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be  done  by  th«  government  in  order  to  give 
employment  to  onr  unemployed.  Bven  if 
tboee  meaeures  are  adopted  today  or  to- 
morrow it  will  take  a  year  or  two  for  many 
of  the  projects  to  be  pat  into  practical  oper- 
ation, and  daring  that  time  we  have  the 
problem  of  demobilisation,  the  problem  of 
transferrins  the  workers 'again  to  peace  in- 
dastries,  and  I  say  to  yoa  that  oar  problem, 
first  of  a*ll,  is  to  take  care  of  oar  own  be- 
fore we  attempt  to  toke  care  of  the  world 
as  a  whola. 

'The  adoption  of  the  committee's  report 
does  not  restrict  the  Sxecative  Coancil  to 
any  specific  legislation:  it  endorses  the 
principle  and  ander  it  the  Bxeeative  Coancil 
has  the  aathority  to  disapprove  sach  legis- 
lation as  will  not  carry  oat  the  parport  of 
yoar  committee's  report,  and  that  is  to 
prevent  anemployment  and  to  see  that  every 
soldier  and  sailor  will  find  early  and  profit- 
able employment.  I  hope  the  committee's 
report  will  be  adopted." 

Delegate  Birch,  Seattle,  arose  to  speak  on 
the  Question.  The  chairman  stated  that  no 
farther  discussion  would  be  allowed,  as  a 
motion  to  close  debate  was  pending. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  carried 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 

Delegate  Gorenstein  asked  for  a  roll  call 
on  the  motion  to  amend. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  Delegate  Dun- 
can, of  Seattle,  was  lost. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried. 

Delegate  Lewis,  Mine  Workers:  I  move 
that  the  principle  of  this  proposed  legislation 
4ipply  also  to  Mexican  immigration.  (Sec- 
<onded.) 

The  question  of  Mexican  immigration  is 
«  most  vital  one  to  the  coal-mining  industry. 
There  has  been  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
«ertain  mining  interests  of  this  country  to 
import  Mexican  labor  to  displace  American 
labor  in  the  mines  in  certain  producing  ter- 
ritory. It  is  also  a  question  of  moment  to 
the  metalliferous  miners  and  to  the  main- 
tenance of  way  employes  on  the  various  rail- 
road systems.  There  are  a  certain  number 
of  prohibitive  regulations  respecting  Mexi- 
can labor,  but  there  needs  to  be  a  greater 
restriction  and  the  purport  of  the  motion 
is  to  simply  include  Mexican  immigration 
opon  the  same  basis  as  is  contemplated  by 
the  committee's  report  affecting  immigration 
from   other  countries. 

Delegate  Birch  and  Delegate  Duncan. 
Seattle,  asked  a  number  of  questions  in  re- 
jrard  to  the  classes  to  be  excluded,  and 
especially  if  the  exclusion  applied  to  labor 
only. 

Delegate  Lewis:  It  does  not  say  that.  It 
asks  that  the  principle  of  this  legislation 
also  apply  to  Mexican  immigration. 

Delegate  Brown,  Machinists:     What  effect 


will  it  have  upon  those  organisations  whose 
Jurisdiction   extends    into   Mexico? 

Vice-President  Green:  In  the  opinion  of 
the   Chair  it  will   have  no   effect. 

Delegate  Brown:  If  this  is  adopted  will 
the  membership  of  the  organisation  I  be-> 
long  to  come  across  the  line  from  Mexico  7 

Vice-President  Green:     Certainly  not. 

Delegate  McCollough  discussed  the  ques- 
tion briefly. 

Discussion  upon  the  subject  was  then 
closed  by  unanimous   vote. 

Delegate  Sweeney  raised  the  point  that  the 
motion  of  Delegate  I«wis  really  amended 
the  report  of  the  committee  or  was  an  addi- 
tion to  it. 

Vice-President  Green:  The  Chair  is  of 
the  ppinion  that  this  is  a  subsidiary  motion 
and  is  perfectly   in  order. 

Delegate  Grow  asked  if  the  motion  in- 
cluded all  workers,  both  hand  and  brain. 

Vice-President  Green:  It  says'  "all  im- 
migration." 

The  motion  proposed  by  Delegate  Lewis 
was  adopted. 

Delegates  Liebowits  and  Kaufman,  Fur 
Workers,  desire  to  be  recorded  as  voting  in 
the  negative  on  the  above  proposition. 

Engineert,  Steam  ShOTftl  and  Dredgemen 
The  committee  reported  upon  that  portion 
of  the  report  of  the  Bxeeutive  Council  under 
the  above  caption  and  upon  Resolution  No. 
200.  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.   200— Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 
June  10,  1919.     To  Samuel  Gompers,  Presi- 
dent, American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

On  behalf  of  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Steam  Shovel  and  Dredgemen,  as 
president  of  that  organisation,  I  herewith 
appeal  through  you  to  the  officers  and  dele- 
gates of  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
in  convention  assembled  against  the  action 
of  the  Bxeeutive  Council  in  suspending  the 
International  Brotherhood  of  Steam  Shovel 
and  Dredgemen. 

This  appeal  is  based  on  the  grounds  that 
the  report  of  Committee  on  Bxeeutive  Coun- 
cil's Report,  of  St.  Paul  Convention,  rela- 
tive to  Resolution  No.  64.  as  adopted  by 
St.  Paul  Convention,  did  not  auth<yrise  the 
Bxeeutive  Council  of  A.  F.  of  L.  to  sus- 
pend either  organization  for  failure  to  ac- 
cept the  plan  of  amalgamation  as  submitted 
by  the  Bxeeutive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

I.  therefore,  request  that  this  appeal  be 
given  proper  consideration.  Fraternally 
yours.  International  Brotherhood  of  Steam 
Shovel  and  Dredgemen. 

W.  M.  WBLSH, 
General  President. 

Your  committee  believes  that  an  error  has 
been  committed  in  suspending  the  charter 
of  the  International  Brotherhood  of  Steam 
Shovel  and  Dredgemen  and  while  we  regret 
the  failure  to  provide  terms  of  amalgama- 
tion   mutually    satisfactory,    the    committee 
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recommend*  the  Immedtote  rein.t«t»ment  to 
membenhip  of  thto  or««nl»«tto»  mnd  further 
Kcommeiidi  that  thto  mbjeet  »«  «>•  ^'^ 
In  eontroverey  be  referrfd  back  to  the  Bx- 
eentiTe  Council  wtth  dtrectkm  toceuee  mn 
t^I,  conference  to  be  »««".**Vr°tW 
^^entaUTe.  of  the  In*.rn.tlon.l  Brother- 
hood of  StoMB  ShOTol  «nd  Dredgemen.  the 
^r~tionS^B«»th.rhoo4  of  8t.«n  .nd 
SSSto,  Bnirto«r..  the  BnUdto.  Tr^- 
S^rtment.  .nd  the  MInin*  Dei«rtment  of 
rhTXTF.  of  L..  for  the  imrpoee  of  m«kta« 
MltZi  etori.  to  brin,  .bout  .nlcbl. 
„d  wttofctorr  term,  of  "»»^J-^»»„„ 

STuTcommirt:.'  The"^  ^'-tre°'lS^«- 
referred  thto  entire  matter  to  the  Kxecu- 
^t^uniil.    with    inatmction.    to    brlB« 

SeTeral  conference,  were  held.  At  the  final 
on*,  before  the  Executive  Council,  a  plan 
oramal^amation,  reported  by  the  CouncU 
wa.  drawn  up.  The  engineer,  accepted  the 
dectoion  of  the  Council:  we  were  ready  to 
a~«»t  and  are  now  ready  to  accept  every 
member  of  the  Steam  Shovel  and  Dredge- 
«:ninourorgani«tion.  We  felt  the  matter 
wa.  .ettled  until  the  B«>**»f  *;^f  ^^f  ***" 
Shovel  and  Dredgemen  refused  *<>  /o"^^^ 
with  the  dectoion.  Then  the  matter  was 
referred  to  thto  convention  by  the  Executive 
Council',  report.  If  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee to  adopted  it  mean,  another  y^r  of 
turmoil,  .trike.,  and  lockoute  in  the  build- 
ing  indu.try  of  thto  country. 

The  Steam  Shovel  and  Drfdgemen  have 
recently  .ent  out  circular,  to  our  employer. 
teUing  them  they  are  ready  to  fumtoh  en- 
gineer, on  building  con.truction.  and  guar- 
anteeing there  wiU  be  no  .trike.  where  their 
men  are  working.  We  do  not  .end  out 
circular,  of  that  kind,  because  we  are  al- 
ways ready  to  strike  in  dwfenae  of  our- 
selves and  others.  These  matters  and  others 
were  submitted  to  the  Executive  Council, 
and  the  Council  in  ite  judgment  saw  fit  to 
suspend  thto  charter  and  order  amalgamation. 
Delegate  Huteheson.  United  Brotherhood 
of  Carpenters,  dtocussed  the  question  briefly. 
He  referred  to  the  conditions  that  have 
prevailed  in  the  building  industry,  caused 
by  the  conflicte  between  hototing  engineers 
and  steam  shovel  and  dredgemen,  and  in 
conchiding  his  dtocussion  said:  "I  am  not 
going  to  make  any  comments  on  the  action 
of  the  Executive  Council  other  than  to 
say  that  it  was  going  to  be  the  means 
of  bringing  about  a  settlement  of  thto  con- 
troversy and  leaving  the  building  industry 
in  a  condition  to  proceed  uninterruptedly, 
and  I  hope  the  report  of  the  committee  will 
not  be  concurred  in  but  that  the  action  of 
the  Executive  Council  will  be,  because  it 
will  mean  bringing  about  an  adjustment  of 
the  controversy  so  that  men  in  other  trades 


may  proceed  with  their  work  without  inter- 
ruption and  the  building  industry  procMd 
in  a  harmoniou.  manner. 

Delegate    Walker.    Mine    Worker.,    .toted 
that  he  felt  that  .ome  agreement  could  be 
worked   out   by   whtoh   amalgamation   could 
be  brought  about.     He  referred  to  the  tur- 
moil cauaed  by  the  di.pute  between  the  two 
organisation,  in  the  paat,  and  in  concluding 
.aid:     "These  men,   I  think,   eame.tly  and 
honestly  want  to  bring  about  an  amalgama- 
tion.     I  do  not   think   they   want  anything 
but  an  agreement  that  will  enable  them  to 
protect  their  intere.to  a.  .team  .hovelmen. 
I  believe  they  would  be  willing  to  go  into 
the  engineer*,   organisation  on  a  basto   that 
would  sattofy  them  if  they  could  have  that 
provtoion   made  for  their  protection.     I  do 
not  believe  they  will  go  on  any  other  basto. 
and    my    opinion    to    that    if   the   Bxeeutive 
Council's  recommendation  to  adopted  and  the 
report  of  the  committee  defeated,  instead  of 
bringing  about  harmony,  a.  Delegate  Hutehe- 
■on  apparently  believes,  it  wiU  cause  more 
dtosension   than   anything  etoe  will   do.      If 
you   defeat  the  committee's   report  and  at- 
tempt to  enforce  the  recommendation  of  the 
Executive   Council    the   only   thing  you   will 
suceed  in  doing  will  be  to  drive  about  8.000 
good  union  men  out  of  the  tobor  movement." 
Vice-President  Mahon  and  Vice-President 
DuflFy  dtocussed  the  question  and  caUed  at- 
tention to  the  conferences  held  between  the 
two  organisations  and  members  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive   Council,    and    the    final   meeting    in 
which    a    pton    was    drawn    up    which    was 
agreed  to  by  representotives  of  both  organ- 
isations. 

Delegate  Donlin,  President  of  the  Buikling 
Trades  Deartment,  described  the  turmoil  in 
the  building  trades  industry  caused  by  the 
dtopute  between  engineers  and  the  steam 
shovel  and  dredgemen.  He  stoted  that  the 
Building  Trades  Department  opposed  the 
recommendation  of  the  committee  and  de- 
sired to  have  the  jurisdiction  ctoim  settled. 
He  recommended  that  the  committee's  re- 
port be  defeated  and  the  report  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive  Committee  adopted. 

President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 
Vice-President  Green  discussed  the  ques- 
tion and  said  in  part:  "I  think  it  can  safe- 
ly be  said  that  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  always 
moves  deliberately  and  with  very  great  care 
when  dealing  with  the  jurisdictional  righto 
of  organisations.  There  was  no  exception 
in  this  case.  In  acordance  with  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  St.  Paul  convention  every  effort 
was  made  to  bring  about  an  amalgamation 
between  the  engineers  and  steam  shovel 
and  dredgemen.  The  council  made  a  deci- 
sion, sent  it  out,  and  my  impression  to  that 
both  organizations  accepted  it.  Now  we  find 
the  steam  shovel  and  dredgemen  refusing 
to  acquiesce  in  a  decision  they  agreed  to 
accept    and    come    before    thto    convention 
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appemlinflr  from  th«  action  of  the  Bxeeutive 
CounciL  I  cannot  undentand  how  we  are 
ffoins  to  brinir  about  amalgamations  of 
trades  so  that  jurisdictional  disimtes  shall 
be  minimised  and  if  possible  eliminated, 
unless  the  processes  by  which  they  are 
brought  abput  are  approved  by  the  action 
of  orffaniaations  in  the  American  Federa- 
tion  of  Labor  couTention." 

Secretary  WoU:  I  arise  to  make  an  ex- 
planation for  the  committee.  The  committee 
in  basins  its  report*  so  far  as  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  organisation  was  concerned,  was 
guided  by  the  statements  that  were  made 
to  the  committee  and  by  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Executive  Council's  report 
last  year,  which  report  did  not  specifically 
delegate  to  the  Executive  Council  the  power 
of   suspension. 

I  am  free  to  say,  and  the  Chairman  of 
this  committee  agrees  with  me,  and  ether 
members  of  the  committee  have  voiced  their 
opinion  since  this  report  bas  been  made,  that 
if  they  had  known  of  an  agreement  between 
the  two   contending  parties   they  would   be 


guided  by  the  terms  of  an  amalgamation  that 
would  be  determined  by  the  Executive  Coun- 
cU  and  live  up  to  it,  this  committee  would 
be  the  last  to  recommend  that  there  is  no 
honor  in  contracts,  that  there  is  oo  honor 
in  agreements  to  abide  by  decisions  reaehed. 
Your  committee's  report  was  founded  en- 
tirely on  information  we  had  received. 
Those  members  of  the  committee  who  have 
voiced  their  opinion  to  the  chairman  and 
secretary  agree  with  us  in  our  position  that 
had  we  known  that  both  organizations  had 
agreed  to  abide  by  whatever  award  would 
be  made  by  the  Executive  Council  we  should 
have  sustained  that  report  of  the  Executive 
CounciL  . 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  lost. 

Delegate  Cannon  asked  for  a  roll  call.  The 
roll  was  not  called,  as  the  request  was  not 
supported  by  a  sufficient  number  of  dele- 
gates. 

At  12.80  the  convention  was  adjourned  to 
2.80  p.  m. 


NINTH  DAY-Thursday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2.80  p.  m.,  Thursday,  June  19th,  President 
Gompers  in  the  chair. 

Absentees — Clarke,  Sharon,  Bincker,  Leon- 
ard. Coogan,  Pitts,  Herbert,  Bllicott,  Berger, 
Hastings,  Catterson.  Shea,  Schults,  Louri- 
son,  Johnson  (E.  D.),  Mullen,  White,  Setser, 
Colvin,  Stethmeyer,  Lawson,  Bnright,  Daw- 
son, Simpson,  Chandler,  Wilkinson,  Ashmun, 
Rynerson,  Bower,  Broderick,  Draper,  Young 
(C.  B.),  Thomas  (L.  N.),  Ogletree.  Framp- 
ton,  Hoffman,  Newmyer,  Gildas.  Galloway, 
.DiU.  Yarrow.  Bryan,  Harlin.  Davis  (E.  P.), 
Ely,  Howard.  Iglesias,  Oroaff,  Purrell. 

President  Gompers:  The  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  Engineers,  Steam  Shovel 
and  Dredgemen  was  defeated.  Whai  is  the 
pleasure  of  the  convention? 

Delegate  Berry,  Printing  Pressmen:  I 
move  that  the  abtion  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil upon  this  subject  be  endorsed  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  call  a  conference  of 
representatives  of  the  Mining  Department, 
the  Building  Trades  Department,  and  the 
two  international  unions  interested,  with  a 
view  of  carrying  into  operation  the  amalga- 
mation plan  submitted  by  the  Executive 
CounciL      (Seconded.) 

Delegate  O'Connor,  Longshoremen:  In 
the  arrangement  made  for  a  conference 
neither  of  the  parties  mentioned  represents 
the  dredgemen;  the  dredgemen  are  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  part  of  the  International 
Longshoremen  and   have  been   for  eighteen 


years  woi«cing  undntr  closed-shop  agree- 
ments made  by  the  Longshoremen.  This 
resolution  as  proposed  by  Delegate  Berry 
does  not  provide  for  the  dredgemen.  The 
iiongshoremen  have  no  objection  to  the 
dredgemen  belonging  to  the  Steam  Engineers 
th«y  have  no  objection  to  their  belonging  to 
the  Steam  Shovel  Men,  but  if  they  work 
on  a  dredge  it  is  a  sure  thing  they  are 
gomg  to  belong  to  the  Longshoremen.  We 
have  had  those  men  for  eighteen  years  and 
we  are  not  going  to  give  them  up  under 
«ny  such  arrangement  as  is  being  provided 
for   here.      There    is    nobody    here   speaking 

!U^?'?*  .""•"•  ^  ''*»'*'*  ^««»t  th*t  the 
word  dredgemen"  be  stHcken  out  of  these 
whole  ihroceedings.  You  cannot  make^ 
amalgamate  without  giving  them  a  hearing. 

Delegate  Berry:  I  have  no  objection  to 
including  the  Longshoremen  in  my  motion^ 

Delegate  Snellings:  We  will  be  perfectS? 
happy   to  have  the  Longshoremen   help  us. 

The  moUon  proposed  by  DelegaU  Berry 
was   carried. 

Blectrlcal  Workers— Bnglneen 
Upon   that   portion    of   the   report   of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  caption, 
your  committee  reports  as  follows: 

Your  committee  was  deeply  impressed  with 
the  grave  consequences  involved  in  any 
decision  that  may  be  made  In  this  con- 
troversy;  and    because  of   its    highly   tech- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMBBIOAN  FBDBRATION  OF  LABOR 


371 


nical  features  your  committee  recommends 
that  the  President  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  be  anthorised  and  directed  to 
select  a  committee  of  iiTe  men  who  by  train- 
ing and  experience  are  competent  to  judge 
the  technical  trade  questions  inToWed  to 
make  an  inTCstigation  of  the  points  at  issue 
and  that  this  committee  submit  its  report  to 
the  ExecutiT^  Council,  which,  after  further 
conference  with  the  two  organisations  in  dis- 
pute, shall  render  such  decUion  and  make 
such  dUposition  of  thU  controversy  as  in 
iU  opinion  the  results  of  the  investigation 
warrant. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Jewelry  Work«r^  UeUl  PoUilMn,  IUp 

Your  committee  recommends  approval  and 
endorsement  of  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Council   on   this    subject. 

The  committee  also  reports  on  Resolu- 
tion No.  61,  which  U  in  effect  a  request 
to  reopen  this  matter.  The  resolution  is 
as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  110— By  DelearaU  A.  Green- 
sUin.  of  the  International  Jewelry  Work- 
ers* Union. 

WHEREAS.  Upon  request  of  the  Metal 
Polisher,  and  Buffers'  Union  and  the  InUr- 
national  Association  of  Machinists,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Anaerican  Federation 
of  Labor  has  ordered  the  International  Jew- 
elry Workers'  Union  to  segregate  and  trans- 
fer part  of  its  members  to  the  above  men- 
tioned wnions;  and 

WHEREAS.  Said  decision  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  was,  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Interna- 
tional Jewelry  Workers'  Union,  based  upon 
inadequate  information  regarding  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  jewelry  industry:  and 

WHEREAa  AfUr  presenting  more  daU 
and  additional  evidence  proving  the  impossi- 
bility of  retaining  the  International  Jewelry 
Workers'  Union  intact,  after  the  transfer  of 
so-called  polishers  and  so-called  tool  makers 
to  the  above-named  unions,  a  new  bearing 
was  not  granted  by  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  in  the 
Thirty-ninth  Convention  assembled  grant  the 
appeal  of  the  International  Jewelry  Work- 
ers' Union  to  re-open  the  case  of  jurisdic- 
tion dispute  between  the  International  Jew- 
elry Workers'  Union.  Metal  Polishers'  Union 
and  Machinists'  Association;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Counicl 
after  the  close  of  this  convention  invite  the 
three  unions  involved  in  this  dispute  to  settle 
the  matter  in  dispute  by  an  amicable  under- 
standing for  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

Tour  committee,  in  considering  this  reso- 
hition»  was  advised  by  its  introducer  that 
if  a  re-opening  of  the  controversy  was  al- 
lowed it  would  agree  to  abide  by  whatever 
further  decision  would  be  made  in  this  mat- 


ter. Your  committee  thereupon  prepared  a 
stotement  to  that  effeet  to  be  signed  by 
the  introdueers  of  this  resolution  which, 
however,  the  introducers  declined  to  agree  to. 
Your  eonunittee  therefore  reconunends  non- 
concurrence  in  this  resolution. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

(The  discussion  which  followed  was  joint- 
ly on  the  reconunendation  of  the  committee 
on  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Council's 
Report  under  the  caption,  "Jewelry  Workers- 
Metal  PolUhers-MachinUts,"  and  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  sommittee  on  Resolution 
No.  110.  The  vote,  however,  was  taken 
separately  on  the  two  propositions.) 

Delegation  Greenstein,  Jewelry  Workers, 
in  defending  his  position  in  refusing  to  sign 
the  statement  referred  to  in  the  committee's 
report,  stated  that  he  had  no  authority  to 
do  so  without  consulting  the  membership  of 
his  organization.  He  referred  to  their  diffi- 
culties with  the  Bastian  Company  in  Ro- 
chester, N.  Y.,  and  asked  that  the  case  be 
re-opened,  so  that  a  full  and  impartial  in- 
vestigation might  be  made. 

Delegate  James  Wilson,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  stated  it  was  the  desire  of  the 
committee  to  bring  abou^  the  thing  the 
Jewelry  Workers  desired,  and  with  that  in 
mind  submitted  to  the  delegate  represent- 
ing that  organization  a  statement  addressed 
to  the  President  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  which  it  was  proposed  that  the 
Jewelry  Workers  woukl  abide  by  whatever 
decision  was  reached.  The  refusal  of  the 
delegates  to  sign  this  statement  left  no 
other  alternative  for  the  committee  than  to 
bring  in  the  report  as  submitted. 

Delegate  Koveleski,  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Employes,  made  a  statement  and  read  letters 
to  show  that  the  Bastian  Company  was  will- 
ing to  recognize  the  demands  of  organised 
labor,  and  that  it  was  organised  through 
the  efforts  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and   the   Central   Body   in  Rochester. 

Delegate  Sullivan,  Salt  Lake  City  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  ap- 
peal of  the  Jewelry  Workers,  and  made  state- 
ments to  the  effect  that  the  Metal  Polishers 
and  Machinists  had  made  no  effort  to  or- 
ganize the  men  now  in  controversy  until 
after  the  Jewelry  Workers  had  begun  opera- 
tions. 

Delegate  Leary,  Metal  Polishers,  and  Dele- 
gate Brown,  Machinists,  dented  the  state- 
ment made  by  Delegate  Sullivan  relative 
to  the  failure  of  their  respective  organiza- 
tions  to  organize  the  men  in  question. 

Delegate  Beardsley,  Jewebr  Workers,  de- 
fended their  position  and  concurred  in  the 
statement  of  Delegate  Greenstein  that  they 
liad  no  authority  to  sign  the  statement  as 
requested  by  the  committee  without  con- 
sulting   their   membership.      He    then    dealt 
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in  detail  with  the  jarisdictional  feature  of 
the  matter  and  explained  why  they  believed 
they  should  have  control  over  the  men 
they  were  claiminir,  namely,  the  die  and  tool 
makers. 

President  Gompers:  The  Chair  desires  to 
ask  a  question  of  the  Jewelry  Workers'  rep- 
resentatives. The  Chair  assumes,  and  thinks 
he  assumes  fairly,  that  there  is  no  desire 
to  do  an  injustice  to  the  Jewelry  Workers. 
The  committee  reported  that  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Jewelry  Workers  appeared 
before  the  committee  and  orally  stated  that 
if  the  case  were  re-opened  they  would  abide 
by  the  decision,  but  they  declined  to  sisn 
a  statement  to  that  effect  Will  th«  dele- 
gates from  the  Jewelry  Workers'  Interna- 
tional Union  pledge  to  this  convention  that 
they  will  submit  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
their  membership  the  proposition  that,  upon 
the  x^-opening  of  the  case  and  the  making 
of  an  investigation  and  the  rendering  of  the 
award,  the  membership  will,  within  thirty 
days,  pledge  themselves  through  the  officers 
to  abide  by  the  finding  and  the  award  7 

Delegate  Beards  ley :  In  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion I  will  state  that  we  will  submit  such 
a  question  to  our  membership. 

President  Gompers :  And  within  thirty  days 
obtain  an  answer 'and  a  vote  conferring  the 
power  to  agree  to  the  decision  reached? 

Delegate  Beards  ley:  We  wilL 

President  Gompers:  Does  your  colleague 
agree   with   that  declaration? 

Delegate  Gr^enstein:  Whatever  decision 
win  be  rendered  by  this  convention  will  be 
submitted  for  referendum  vote  to  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Jewelry  Workers'  Interna- 
tional Union,  and  after  they  have  been  given 
time  to  vote  the  vote  will  be  sent  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 

Secretary  WolU  of  the  committee,  stated 
that  Delegate  Greenstein,  after  agreeing  to 
sign  the  statement  requested  by  the  commit- 
tee, later  refused  to  carry  out  that  promise, 
and  that  in  his  viewpoint  he  did  not  believe 
the  delegate  was  sincere  in  the  matter. 

In  answering  Secretary  Woll,  Delegate 
Greenstein  said  that,  after  consulting  his 
colleagues,  he  agreed  to  sign  the  statement 
if  it  was  not  injurious  to  his  organisation 
and  if  there  was  sbbae  provision  in  it  where- 
by their  rights  would  be  guaranteed.  He 
further  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  state- 
ment submitted  to  him  was  injurious  to  the 
membership  of  his   organization. 

Delegate  Brown,  Machinists:  May  I  ask 
Delegate  Greenstein  a  question,  through  the 
chair?  In  the  event  an  investigation  is 
made  and  the  result  is  submitted  to  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  Jewelry  Workers,  will  the 
delegates  recommend  their  membership  that 
they  concur  in  the  wishes  of  this  conven- 
tion, or  rather  in  the  findings  of  the  inves- 
tigation f 


Delegate  Greenstein:  The  members  are 
the  sole  judges  of  their  action. 

Delegate  Hilfers,  Essex  (N.  J.),  Trades 
Council,  advised  the  Jewelry  Workers'  rep- 
resentative to  recommend  to  their  member- 
ship that  they  abide  by  the  decision  randered. 

Upon  motion  debate  was  closed. 

The  report  of  the  committee  upon  that 
portion  of  the  report  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil und»r  the  caption,  "Jewelry  Workers — 
Metal   Polishers — Machinists"    was   adopted. 

Delegate  Greenstein  then  asked  the  fol- 
lowing question.  Does  that  mean  that  if 
we  do  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  we  have  to  do  no  more  nor  less  than 
recognise  that  those  metal  polishers  come 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Metal  Polish- 
ers' International  Union  and  that  the  In- 
ternational Association  of  Machinists  has 
jurisdiction  over  tool  and  die  makers?  Does 
it  mean  more  than  that? 

President  Gompers:  The  chair  can  only 
answer  the  question  by  saying  that  the  re- 
port of  the  Executive  Council  as  adopted 
by.  this  convention  declares  distinctively 
upon  these  subjects.  It  means  neither  more 
nor  less. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Resolu- 
tion No.  61  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  61— By  Delegates  W.  W. 
Britton,  George  Leary  and  H.  C.  Diehl,  of 
the  Metal   Polishers'   International  Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Jewelry 
Workers'  Union  have  persistently  refused 
to  obey  the  mandates  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  as  expressed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  the 
St.  Paul  convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and 
are  continuing  to  solicit  and  accept  as  mem- 
bers into  their  organization  those  workers 
who  rightfuUy  come  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Metal  Polishers'  International  Union, 
the  International  Sheet  Metal  Workers' 
Amalgamated  Alliance,  the  International  As- 
sociation  of   Machinists;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  suspend  the  charter  of  the  Jewelry 
Workers'  Union  until  such  times  as  they 
comply  with  the  mandates  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  as  expressed  by  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and 
the  St.  Paul  Convention. 

Your  committee  recommends  reference  of 
this  resolution  to  the  Executivf  Council 
with  authority  to  suspend  the  charter  of 
the  Jewefar  Workers'  Union,  but  preceding 
such  action  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  com- 
mittee that  further  efforts  should  be  made 
to  have  his  organization  comply  with  the 
decisions  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  to  adjust  the  differences  at  issue. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Connors,  Switchmen:  The  com- 
mittee's report,  as  I  understond  it,  a^thor- 
izes  the  suspension  of  the  charter  of  the 
Jewehry    Workers'   Union,   after  an   investi- 
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ffAtion  by  th«  Executive  CouneiL  As  I 
understAnd  the  constitution  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  a  charter  can  only 
be  revoked  by  a  two-thirda  majority  vote 
of  this  convention.     Is  that  correct? 

President  Gompers:  A  revocation  of  the 
charter,  yes,  but  the  committee's  report  does 
not  recommend  revocation.  Conventions  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  have  rec- 
ognised the  difference  between  a  revocation 
and  a  suspension.  An  organisation  whose 
charter  is  revoked  cannot  have  that  charter 
restored  to  it  except  by  direction  and  due 
application  for  the  charter.  A  suspension 
of  a  charter  implies  that,  immediately  upon 
the  organisation  complying  with  the  deci- 
sion of  the  convention,  it  automatically  is 
reinstated. 

Delegate  Greenstein.  Jewelry  Workers, 
raised  objection  to  the  reference  of  Resolu- 
tion No.  61  to  the  Committee  on  Executive 
Council's  Report,  claiming  that  since  it  in- 
volved a  Jurisdictional  dispute,  about  which 
he  knew  nothing,  it  should  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Adjustment 

President  Gompers  stated  that  he  had  been 
guided  by  his  best  Judgment  in  assigning 
the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Execu- 
tive ComKbil's  Report,  which  was  dealing 
with  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  Jewelry 
Workers,  and  that  if  a  request  had  been 
made  for  a  re-assignment  of  the  resolution 
to  some  other  committee  that  request  would 
have   been   given   due   consideration. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Vice-President  Duffy  in  the  chair. 

-  Beconftmctton  Progzam 

On  this  subject  your  committee  submits  the 
following  report  and  recommendation.  The 
dislocations  in  our  social,  industrial  and  politi- 
cal relations  by  reason  of  the  necessities  of 
war  have  been  as  varied  in  nature  as  they 
have  been  grave  in  character.  One  of  the 
most  pronounced  and  most  far-reaching  re- 
sults is  the  realisation  of  the  workers'  rights, 
duties  and  responsibilities  in  the  structure  of 
society,   industry  and  of  government. 

Conscious  as  never  heretofore  of  its  power, 
labor  will  no  longer  rest  content  under  a  sys- 
tem which  treats  the  workers  as  a  commodity 
or  an  article  of  commerce.  The  workers  have 
reached  that  status  and  have  come  to  that 
determination  which  demands  treatment  of 
equality  with  all  other  men  and  women  in 
modem  society.  They  now  insist  on  the  full 
observance  of  tlrair  rights  of  free  men  to  the 
opportunity  of  a  full  value  and  a  full 
comp^sation  for  services  rendered  on  a 
basis  that  will  enable  all  to  enjoy  the  higher 
things  in  life  rather  than  nvsrely  exist  near 
the  line  beyond  which  we  find  human  mis- 
ery and  which  spells  human  bankruptcy. 
The  great  value  of  the  Report  of  the  Special 


Committee  on  Reconstruction,  which  has  re- 
ceived the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council*  lice  in  its  compilation  In  con- 
secutive order  of  the  fundamental,  the  most 
important  and  most  urgent  subjects  and  rela- 
tions to  which  organised  labor  must  apply 
itself  diligently  and  unswervingly  if  the  work- 
ers are  to  maJce  permanent  progress  and  gam 
in  the  strugi^  between  democracy  and  autoc- 
racy  in   our   industrial   life. 

The  reconstruction  program  submitted  m 
brief  recommends:  Remedies  against  unem- 
ployment; demands  adequate  wages;  declares 
labor's  rights  to  fix  its  own  working  hours; 
demands  pixyteetion  of  women  and  children  in 
industry;  favors  oo-operative  institutions  of 
farmers  and  similar  producing  agencies; 
favors  curbing  the  power  of  the  courts  to 
make  and  unmake  laws;  favors  full  participa- 
tion of  labor  in  politics;  but  disapproves 
of  partisan  politlos,  favors  public  ownership 
or  control  or  regulation  of  public  and  semi- 
puUic  utilities;  favora  public  extension  of 
waterways  and  public  ownership  and  devek>p- 
ment  of  water  power;  urges  a  minimnm  of 
land  tendencies  and  favora  farm  ownerahip 
with  puUie  aid;  would  curb  corporate  power; 
insists  upon  a  fuU  return  of  freedom  of 
speech  and  press;  would  prohibit  immigra- 
tion for  two  years  and  restrict  it  thereafter; 
would  tax  in  proportion  to  the  income  ot 
persons  or  property;  favors  state  colleges  for 
workingmen's  children  and  demands  a  voice 
for  labor  in  conducting  industrial  education; 
urges  government  aid  in  building  homes;  op- 
poses large  standing  armies;  favors  help  for 
soldiers  and  as  an  urgent  and  immediate  reme- 
dial measure  urges  the  payment  of  salaries 
to  returning  soldiers  and  sailors  for  a  limited 
period  after  discharge. 

Your  committee  recommends  approval  of 
this  program,  not  because  it  belives  it  all 
comprehensive  but  fundamental;  not  because 
of  its  idealism  but  because  of  its  practica- 
bility; not  because  of  its  novelty  but  be- 
cause it  is  founded  on  <dxperience  and  justice. 
Your  committee  believes  the  program  highly 
constructive  in  character  and  excellently  de- 
signed to  benefit  not  only  a  part  of  sociuty 
but  to  bring  to  all  the  people  greater  hope 
for  a  better  day,  a  brighter  life,  greater  lib- 
erty and  a  larger  degree  of  prosperity  and 
happiness. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  concurred  In. 

In  response  to  an  inquiry  by  Delegate 
Schlesinger,  Lady  Garment  Workers,  as  «« 
the  nature  of  the  committee's  report.  Secre- 
tary WoU  stoted  that  it  had  reference  to 
continuing  the  labor  policies  heretofore  framed 
by  the  American   Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  ScUesinger:  Does  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record  as  being 
opposed  to  the  new  labor  parties  formed  in 
several   States? 
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SecreUry  WoU:  That  subject  will  be  acted 
«9on  under  another   head. 

Labor's  PoUtical  Policy 

Tour  committee  having  considered  this  sab- 
jeet  presents  the  foUowinc  for  yoar  considera- 
tion: 

No  one  will  gainsay  or  deny  the  importance 
of  political  action  on  the  part  of  wage  earners 
in  their  constant  struggle  to  right  the  wrongs 
and  to  secure  to  the  workers  a  full  and  equal 
opportunity  to  life  and  liberty  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness.  Differences  arise  not  on 
the  principle  of  political  action  but  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  economic  trade  union  determin- 
ism should  be  supplemented  by  political  par- 
liamentarism and  the  methods  and  proce- 
dure by  which  the  political  power  and  influ- 
ence of  the  wage  earners  should  bid  mani- 
fested. 

As  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Executive 
CouncU  the  American  FederaUon  of  Labor  has 
not  attempted  to  interfere  with  the  atUtucle 
or  inclination  of  any  of  its  affiliated  in- 
ternational unions  either  to  encourage,  limit, 
restrict  or  prohibit  their  membership  in  this 
field  of  endeavor  though  it  has  counsdlea 
and  advised  that  procedure  which  would  per- 
mit of  full  development  and  uninterrupted 
advantagids  of  economic  trade  union  deter- 
minism. In  that  counsel  and  advice  it  has 
been  followed  by  nearly  aU,  if  hot  all,  of  the 
international  trade  unions.  Nearly  all,  if  not 
all.  have  predicated  membership  in  their  or* 
ganisation  on  the  guarantwe  of  the  right  to 
political  freedom.  Recognising  the  neces- 
sity for  legislative  redress  in  more  general 
affairs  they  have  designed  their  rules  and 
regulations  to  encourage  the  workers  in  the 
exercise  of  their  political  suffrage  so  as  to 
favor  helpful  legislation  and  promote  to 
public  office  and  authority  aspirants  who  are 
known  to  be  friendly  and  helpful  to  labor 
regardless  of  their  political  affiliations. 

The  wisdom  of  this  attitude  and  procedure 
is  well  demonstrated  by  the  many  efficient  and 
proficient  economic  trade  union  organiza- 
tions which  now  dominate  in  our  industrial 
life. 

Insofar  as  Central  Labor  Unions  are  eon- 
oemed,  equal  freedom  is  allowed  and  tne 
same  counsel  and  advice  is  extended,  though 
the  activities  of  these  federated  bodice  are 
further  restricted  in  that  they  are  prevented 
from  invading  the  rights  and  prerogatives 
and  from  disregarding  the  guarantees  to  tne 
complete  autonomy  accorded  to  all  affiliated 
international  unions. 

Oonsid^red  from  this  point  of  view  the  re- 
lations, attitudes  and  activities  of  the  many 
organizations  comprising  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  cannot  be  interfered  with  with- 
out subjecting  ourselves  to  the  dangerous  and 
harmful  consequences  which  necessarily  and 
logically    follow    the    sweeping    aside    of    the 


rights,  privileges  and  guarantees  of  our  as- 
sociated organisations. 

That  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  the 
efficient  exercise  of  the  political  power  of  tbe 
wage  eameis  is  freely  admitted.  The  dangers 
of  exercising  this  power  from  a  purely  par- 
tisan politieal  stand-point  is  eouvinclntfy 
portrayed  in  the  report  of  tbe  Executive  Ooun- 
ciL  With  the  increasing  tendency  to  piace 
employes  in  public  and  semi-public  utUitics 
under  puUie  and  governmental  control  there 
is  an  increasing  need  of  more  ckwdy  solidify- 
ing the  forces  of  labor  in  all  their  varied 
manifestations  and  in  such  a  manner  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  workers  freecnnn  or 
choice  and  freedom  of  action.  To  render 
ineffective  or  to  hamper  in  any  degree  or  to 
lessen  the  importance  and  value  of  trade 
union  economic  determinism  merdy  to  attain 
possession  of  political  authority  to  place  into 
dominance  political  parliamentarism  will  nov 
have  been  a  gain  but  a  loss  to  the  advancement 
of  the  workers,  to  a  fuller,  a  freer,  a  better- 
and  a  nobler  life. 

For  these  reasons  and  for  those  contalnea 
in  the  Executive  CouncU's  Report,  as  well  as 
for  the  reasons  set  forth  in  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Reconstruction,  your  committee 
recommends  concurrence  in  tbe  guidance  of 
the  Executive  Council  on  this  subject,  and 
further  recommends  the  continuance  of  tbe 
policies  which  have  heretofore  governed  the 
political  activities  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

The  report  of  the  conmiittee  was  unanimous- 
ly adopted. 

D^artment  of  Labor 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  caption, 
your   committee  reports   as   foUows: 

The  Executive  Council  has  presented  a  most 
interesting  report  on  the  Department  of  Labor 
and  upon  the  obstructive  attitude  that  Con- 
gress has  persistently  displayed  toward  this 
department  of  the  Government,  which  has  so 
much  to  do  with  the  welfare  of  the  workers 
of  America. 

The  purposes  of  this  department  are  to 
foster,  promote  and  develop  the  wexzare  of 
the  wage-earners  of  our  nation  and  to  im- 
prove their  working  conditions  and  to  advance 
their  opportunities  for  profitable  employ- 
ment. Yet  every  effort  made  to  attain  these 
ends  has  been  frowned  on  by  Congress.  While 
the  purposes  of  the  organic  act  creating  this 
department  are  broad  and  comprehiansive  in 
principle,  Congress  by  technical  interpreta- 
tion and  by  parliamentary  rules  and  piv- 
cedure  has  narrowly  circumscribed  the  func- 
tions of  this  great  governnvantal  bureau. 

No  more  astounding  disregard  to  the  inters 
est  and  well-being  of  the  workers  of  our  coun- 
try has  been  manifested  than  in  the  niggard- 
ly   appropriations     which    Congress     bas    al- 
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lowed  thi»  Department  to  advance  the  wort- 
en'  opportnnitiee   for  profitable  employment. 

We  are  advised  by  the  Bzeentlve  Council  that 
Consreee  in  its  laet  appropriation  allowed 
only  the  ium  of  $4,171,320  to  advance  the  in- 
tereete  of  the  worker*,  and  who  constitute 
the  great  majority  of  the  people,  while  $26,- 
58S»206  was  contributed  to  promote  the  com- 
mercial interests,  the  employing  financial 
speculative  interests  of  our  country.  Still 
more  astounding  is  the  fact  that  whUe  only 
$4,171,820  was  allowed  to  promote  profitaWe 
employment  of  the  wage-earners,  $81,691,662 
was  allowed  by  Congress  to  promote  the  in- 
terests and  advance  the  value  of  the  posses- 
sions of  the  farming  interests  of  our  nation. 

These  figures  not  only  indicate  that  oon- 
gress  oonsi^rs  money,  cattle  end  the  like  of 
greater  value  than  the  welfare  and  well-being 
of  men,  women  and  children,  but  they  also 
present  remarkable  proof  of  a  subtle  politi- 
csl  influence  at  work  to  domiaate  and  con- 
trol the  destiny  of  our  government  and  its 
people. 

Your  committee  does  not  desire « to  restrict 
or  limit  or  to  interfere  with  the  proper  encour- 
agement and  development  of  the  agricultural 
interests  of  our  country,  or  limit  the  commcr^ 
cial  endeavors  of  our  people,  but  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  Executive  Council,  we  do  be- 
lieve that  the  wage  earners  of  our  nation  are 
entitled  to  equal  consideration  and  to  an 
equal  appropriation  allowed  to  all  other  de- 
partments of  the  government.  We  there- 
fore urge  that  all  local  unions  take  immed'ate 
steps  to  impress  this  demand  on  their  respec- 
tive senators  and  congressmen  and  that  tbe 
officers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
manifest  this  demand  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Ststes  and  impress  it  strongly  upon 
Oongreis.  Your  committee  urges  that  efforts 
be  made  to  secure  adequate  appropriations  to 
efliciently  maintain  all  such  departments 
within  the  Department  of  Labor  which  it 
deems  helpful  and  needful  for  the  promotion 
and  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the 
wsge-eamers. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  un- 
animously adopted. 

Resolutions  Nos.  11.  88  and  198,  aU  dealing 
with  the  same  subject  matter,  were  reported 
upon  jointly.    The  xesolutions  are  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  11 — ^By  Delegate  John  B. 
Colpoys,  of  the  Washington  Central  Labor 
Union. 

WHEREAS,  After  many  years  of  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  American  Pederation  of 
Labor,  through  its  President,  Executive 
Council  and  the  International  unions,  there 
was  created  by  act  of  Congress,  a  depart- 
ment of  the  government,  known  as  tHe 
Department  of  Labor,  the  organic  act  cre- 
ating it  stating  as  its  fundamental  duties 
to  be,  "To  foster  and  promote  the  interests 
of  the  worlting  people."  and 


WHEREAS.  This  Department  has 
presided  over  by  Hon.  WUliam  B.  WUson, 
under  whose  guidance  yeoman  service  has 
been  rendered  to  the  cause  of  humanity, 
through  improvements  which  have  been 
brought  about  in  the  conditions  of  the 
working  people  by  the  aid  and  assistance 
given  tlvdm  by  agencies  of  this  department; 
and 

WHEREAS,  During  the  period  of  the  war 
several  new  divisions  were  created  which 
have  proved  to  be  of  invaluable  assist- 
aikce  to  the  working  people  of  this  eonn- 
try  snd  the  continusnoe  of  which  will  ma- 
terially aid  their  conditions  if  they  are  al- 
lowed to  be  made  permanent  adjuncts  u> 
this   departmnnt :    and 

WHEREAS,  The  potency  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  can  be  raised  or  lowered  la 
accoordance  with  the  sympathy  towards  the 
just  aspiration  of  the  toilers,  in  so  tar  as 
its  official  head  may  know  these  needs,  to- 
gether with  appropriations  which  Congress 
may  pass  for  the  maintenance  of  this  de- 
partment ;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  Departments  of  Agrieul- 
tare  and  Commerce,  two  departments  of  oar 
government  which  have  been  created  to 
render  assistance  to  the  farmers  and  bnai- 
ness  interests,  respectively,  have  been  dealt 
with  liberally  in  the  matter  of  appropriations 
by  which  they  have  been  of  material  as^ 
sistance  to  the  classes  they  represent; 
therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  we.  the  delegates  to 
the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  oC  tbe 
American  Pederation  of  Labor,  commend  tne 
Hon.  William  B.  WUson  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  has  directed  the  work  of  ttie 
Department  of  Labor  and  that  we  pledge 
ourselves  to  lend  every  assistance  in  having 
Congress  appropriate  funds  that  this  de- 
partment may  grow  in  efficiency  in  its 
efforts  to  further  the  conditions  of  tbe  toll- 
ers; and  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee  be  instructed  to  render  every  assist-, 
ance  possible  toward  having  Congress  ap- 
propriate money  for  the  expansions  whicn 
will  aid  the  toilers  and  that  the  delegates 
from  the  State  Pederations  and  City  Central 
Labor  Unions  have  their  Secretaries  write  to 
the  Senators,  from  their  States  and  tbe 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
usging  upon  them  to  aid  in  having  the  De- 
partment of  Labor  adequately  provided  for 
in  the  matter  of  appropriations;  and  rur- 
ther 

RESOLVED,  That  tbe  SecreUry  of  the  . 
American  Pederation  of  Labor  send  a  copy 
of  this  resolution  to  each  city  and  State 
body  affiliated,  and  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  Senate  and  the  Speaxer  or 
the    House   of    Representatives. 

Resolution  No.  88. — ^By  Delegate  Georfe 
Sauter,  of  tbe  Central  Labor  Union.  Wil- 
mington, Del.  Continuation  of  the  United 
States  Employment  Service  of  the  U.  S. 
Department   of  Labor. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Wilmington  uentrai 
Labor  Union  goes  on  record  as  favoring  tne 
continuation  of  the  United  States  Employ- 
ment Service  of  the  Department  of  Labor, 
on  lines  as  eomprebcnsive  as  the  service 
was  conducted  daring  the  period  of  war 
was  on;  this  organisation  realising  niQy 
that    the    puUie    employment    office    system 
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Is  a  necessity  to  brins  in  closer  contact  tlie 
Jobless  mmn  and  the  manless  Job. 

Resolution  No.  198— By  Delegate  T.  M. 
Daly,  New  York  Oentral  Federated  Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Employment. 
Sendee  was  of  veiy  great  benefit  to  the  unem- 
ployed workers  of  the  cauntiy  for  more  than 
a  year;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  brought  many  thousands  seek- 
ing work  into  contact  with  employers  seeking 
labor,   to  the  mutual   advantage  of  both;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  Department  of  Labor  was 
compelled  to  reduce  this  yery  necessary  public 
serrice  through  the  failure  of  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  to  pass  the  appropriations 
for  the  continuance  of  the  United  States  Em- 
ployment Service;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  do  earnestly  reouest  the  present  Congress 
to  grant  the  appropriations  aaked  for  by  the 
Secretary  of  Labor  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Free  Employment  Bureau  before  the  beginning 
of  the  next  fiscal  year;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions 
be  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  the  Secretary  of  Labor  and  to  mem- 
bers of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 

These  three  resolutions  deal  with  the  same 
subject,  which  matter  has  been  favorably  acted 
on  by  the  convention  on  the  report  of  this 
committee  on  Resolution  No.  118.  In  view  of 
this  action  of  the  convention,  your  committee 
believes  that  no  further  action  is  required  on 
these  resolutions,  and  so  recommends. 

The  report  of  the  committee 'was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolutions  Nos.  64  and  190  were  acted  upon 
Jointly  by  the  committee.  The  resolutions  are 
as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  «4— By  Delegate  C.  F. 
Grone,  of  the  International  Association  of  Ma- 
chinists, and  Delegate  J.  P.  Noonan,  of  the  In- 
ternational Brotherhood   of  Electrical  Workers. 

WHEREAS,  The  workers  of  America  are  pay- 
ing an  enormous  toll  in  life  and  limb  in  indus- 
trial accidents,  there  being  over  700,000  acci- 
dents, including  26,000  fatalities,  considered 
by  compensation  boards  each  year;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  proportion  of  these  acci- 
dents could  and  should  be  prevented;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  important  industrial 
sections  in  which  there  is  little  or  no  public 
action  being  taken  to  prevent  such  accidents; 
and 

WHEREAS,  There  is  great  need  for  improve- 
ment in  and  eztenaion  of  methods  and  devices 
for  safeguarding  the  lives  of  the  workers,  and 
of  crystallizing  the  very  best  practice  into  sets 
of  rules  for  various  branches  of  industry,  thus 
maldng  for  greater  efBciency  and  uniformity  in 
safety  standards ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Federal  Government  should 
actively  participate  in  the  development  and 
formulation  of  such  safety  standards;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  conditions  of  labor  have  al- 
ready been  greatly  improved  by  the  Working 
Conditions  Service  of  the  Department  of  Labor 
by  the  application  of  the  Federal  safety  stand- 
ards   in    Federal    industrial    establishments,    by 


the  safety  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  in  the 
mining  mdnstry,  and  by  the  general  saf^ 
work  of  the  Bureau  of  Standards,  particularly 
in  investigations  leading  to  uniformity  of  re- 
quirements, and  in  the  consulting  engineering 
service  rendered  state  and  city  authorities;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  recent  conference  called  by 
the  Bureau  of  Standards  and  attended  by  dele- 
gates of  nearly  a  hundred  national  organisa- 
tions, representing  all  interests  concerned, 
agreed  upon  the  need  for  developing  a  set  of 
national  industrial  safety  codes;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  in  the  interests  of  labor 
this  woric  should  be  actively  continued  and  ex- 
tended, and  that  adequate  support  should  be 
provided  for  the  active  participation  of  the 
appropriate  Government  bureaus  in  the  under- 
taking; and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  copies  of  this  resolution 
be  transmitted  to  the  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Labor  of  the  United  States  House  of 
Representatives,  and  of  the  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation and  Labor  of  the  United  States  Senate, 
and  to  the  Secretaries  of  Labor,  Commerce, 
Interior,  War  and  Navy. 

Resolution  No.  190 — ^By  Delegate  Harry  W. 
Fox,  of  the  Wyoming  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS,  Secretary  of  Labor  William  B. 
Wilson  caused  to  be  created,  as  a  war  necessity, 
certain  bureaus  or  services  in  the  Department 
of  Labor  that  have  been  found  in  peace  time 
as  well  as  in  war;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Appropriation  Committee  of 
the  last  Congress  failed  to  recommend  an  appro- 
priation to  carry  on  the  work  in  an  effective 
manner  of  certain  of  these  services,  to  wit,  the 
Woman  in  Industry  Service,  and  the  Workkig 
Conditions  Service,  and  so  limited  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Employment  Office  Service  iSat 
this  was  first  seriously  crippled  and  threatens 
to  sumaend  operation;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  our  opinion,  the  continued 
operation  and  conduct  of  these  various  services 
are  essential  to  the  best  interests  of  the  indus- 
trial   popuhition    of    this    country;    therefore, 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  in  Thirty-ninth  Annual  ConvenUon  as- 
sembled, that  we  heartily  endorse  these  various 
services  and  the  splendid  work  performed  by 
the  Federal  Department  of  Labor  and  demand 

wiiii^f«JP'*^SS,f*"*£'*  21  Oo««««i  enact  such 
lyUlation  as  will  make  these  a  permanent  part 
of  the  Labor  Department  and  pass  the  necessarr 
appropriations  for  their  maintenance. 

These  resolutions  are  intended  to  secure  suffi- 
cient appropriations  for  the  maintenance  and 
efficient  continued  operation  of  certain  bureaus 
and  services  in  the  Department  of  Labor.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  this  subject  has  been 
fully  covered  in  the  committee's  report  relating 
to  that  part  of  the  Executive  Council's  report 
having  to  do  with  the  Department  of  Labor, 
your  committee  recommends  reference  of  these 
resolutions  to  the  Executive  Council  to  be  con- 
sidered in  connection  with  the  authorization 
and  direction  recommended  for  observance  by 
the  Executive  Council  in  this  matter. 

Pxoposeia  Amalgamation  of  Textile  Wozkers 

Your  committee  has  not  only  considered  the 

report  of  the  Executive  Council  on  this  subject, 

but  has  given  careful  consideration  to  the  repre- 
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senUtiont  made  to  it  l^  all  parties  at  interest. 
Your  committee  is  firmly  impressed  with  the 
necessity  of  co-ordinating  and  amalgamating  all 
of  the  several  branches  of  work  within  the  tex- 
tile industries.  We  believe  it  wrong  for  any 
branch  of  an  industry  so  closely  interwoven 
with  all  other  branches  to  remain  aloof  from 
the  general  movement.  We  find,  too,  that  the 
terms  of  amalgamation  proposed  by  the  Ezecu- 
tiv«  Council  in  its  report  are  just  and  fair  and 
well  designed  to  bring  unity  among  all  the 
branches  within   the  textile  industry. 

Tour  committee  therefore  recommends  ap- 
proval of  the  CounciPs  recommendations  on  this 
subject,  uiges  the  extension  of  time  for  the 
amalgamation  recommended  by  the  CJouncil, 
calls  upon  those  not  at  present  associated  with 
the  United  Textile  Workers  of  America  to  affili- 
ate tikemaelves  with  that  organisation,  and  di- 
rects the  Executive  Council  to  continue  its  good 
offices  and  elforts  in  this  direction. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Fleming,  Spinners,  opposed  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  mainly  on  the  grounds 
that  the  spinners  were  a  separate  and  distinct 
industry  and  were  in  existence  many  years 
before  the  organization  of  the  textile  workers. 

Delegate  Conboy,  Textile  Workers,  refuted 
certain  statements  made  by  Delegate  Fleming 
in  his  discussion  relative  to  the  textile  work- 
en  and  presented  figures  to  show  the  growth 
of  the  organisation  in  recent  years. 

Delegate  Golden,  Textile  Workers,  also  made 
a  statement' in  defense  of  the  position  of  his 
organisation,  and  challenged  a  remark  made  by 
Delegate  Kingsley,  Newport,  Rhode  Island  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  to  the  effect  that  in  the  opin- 
ion of  many  people  in  New  England,  the  success 
of  the  recent  strike  in  Lawrence  was  due  to  the 
I.  W.  W.  and  the  independent  factions  of  the 
textile  workers. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted  by 
the  convention. 

President  Oompers  in  the  chair. 

Resolution  No.  177— By  Delegate  Urben 
Fleming,   International  Spinners'  Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  conventions  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  at  Buffalo  and  St.  Paul 
adopted  resolutions,  etc.,  proposing  an  amalga- 
mation of  textile  unions,  with  the  hope  and 
purpose  of  bringing  all  the  national  and  local 
textile  unions  into  one  harmonious  organisa- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS,  There  appears  to  be  no  possi- 
bility of  bringing  about  such  a  result  upon  the 
basis  proposed  Jby  the  representatives  of  the 
United  Textile  Workers  of  America,  or  of  the 
committee  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  because  of  their 
failure  to  take  into  consideration  all  the  fac- 
tors entering  into  such  a  proposition  as  the 
entire  and  unified  amalgamation  of  all  existing 
organisations;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  now  outside  the  fold 
of  the  United  Textile  Workers  such  national 
oiganizations  as  the  Wool  Sorters  and  Graders, 
Loomflxers,     Weavers,     Full-fashioned     Hosiery 


Workers,  Lace  Operatives,  Carders,  Spinners  and 
Slasher  Tenders;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  membership  of  these  organi- 
sations is  about  40,000,  and  who,  under  pres- 
ent conditions,  refuse  to  sacrifice  their  national 
enUties  and.aflUiate  vdth  the  U.  T.  W.  as  local 
unions;  and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  some  900,000  unor- 
ganized textile  workers  in  this  country  that 
should  be  organized,  but  whom  it  is  impossible 
to  bring  into  the  organized  labor  movement 
as  at  present  proposed  by  the  U.  T.  W.;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  approve 
the  real  amalgamation  of  the  above-mentioned 
national  unions,  and  the  organizing  of  the  un- 
organized; and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  A  F.  of  L.,  within  sixty  (00)  days  after 
the  adjournment  of  this  convention,  or  as  soon 
thereafter  as  possible,  shall  call  for  a  conven- 
tion of  representatives  of  these  various  organi- 
sations with  the  Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F. 
of  L.,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  their  assent 
to  amalgamation  into  an  international  federa- 
tion of  textile  workers,  providing  for  the  craft 
autonomv  of  each,  their  craft  afliliation  with 
the  A  F.  of  L.,  and  their  harmonious  and  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  an  organizing  campaign: 
and,  be  it  further  ^ 

RESOLVED,  That  the  conclusions  reached  by 
this  convention  shall  be  reported  back  to  the 
next  convention  of  each  organization  repre- 
sented^ and  that  the  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives o{  said  organizations  shall  urge  its 
acceptance  by  their  conventions. 

Because  of  the  reasons  set  forth  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  proposed  amalgamation  of  the  tex- 
tile workers,  we  recommend  non-concurrence  in 
this  resolution. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by  Dele- 
gate Fleming,  of  the  Spiimers'  International 
Union,  and  by  Delegate  McMahon.  of  the  United 
Textile  Workers,  after  which  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  adopts. 

At  this  point  President  Gompers  presented 
to  Fraternal  Delegate  S.  Finney,  representing 
the  British  Trades  Union  Congress,  a  gold 
watch  as  a  souvenir  of  his  visit  to  the  conven- 
tion. 

Delegate  Finney  made  a  brief  speech  in  which 
he  thanked  the  delegates  for  their  cordiality  aiul 
for  the  gift. 

Secretary  Woll  continued  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Executive  Council's  Report,  as 
follows: 

Porto  Bican  Ctondltloiis  and  Poito  Bioo 

Under  these  captions  there  is  set  forth  in 
detail  the  intolerant  conditions  to  which  the 
wage-earners  of  Porto  Rico  have  been  constantly 
subjected.  Tour  committee  cannot  too  strongly 
impress  this  convention  with  the  necessity  of 
making  every  possible  elfort  to  right  the  wrongs 
which  are  being  perpetrated  on  the  wage-earners 
of  this  possession  of  our  nation.  Unfortunately, 
the  Bureau  of  Insular  Affairs  of  the  War  De- 
partment has  failed   to  exercise  that  power  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Sf8 


BBPORT  OF  PROOBKDINGS 


^^ over  Porto  Rico  to  the  adrantage  of 

the  people  of  this  island,  and  it  is  our  belief 
that  the  control  over  this  possession  of  our 
nation  should  be  transferred  to  the  Department 
of  Interior. 

Tour  committee  is  also  of  the  opinion  that 
the  Executive  Council  should  give  every  possi- 
ble assistance  in  furthering  the  legislative  pro- 
gram proposed  by  the  Porto  Bican  trade  unions 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor 

We  are  in  full  accord  with,  the  complaint  of 
these  workers  regarding  the  evils  and  oppres- 
sion of  the  monopolies  whose  profits  are  tiiken 
from  the  industrial  masses  by  compelling  the 
wage-earners  to  labor  under  the  lowest  and  most 
miserable  conditions  of  work.  All  necessary 
and  adequate  steps  should  be  taken  to  relieve 
this  situation  and  to  subject  the  non-resident 
owners  to  the  same  restrictions  and  conditions 
which  apply  in  the  United  States. 

Your  committee  also  urges  that  the  charges 
against  Arthur  Yager,  Governor  of  Porto  Rico, 
should  be  again  presented  to  President  Wilson 
and  that  organized  labor's  protest  should  be 
continued  until  he  has  been  removed  from  this 
position  of  power  and  influence. 

If  we  are  to  aid  the  trade  union  movement  of 
Porto  Rico,  it  is  essential  that  we  exercise  that 
support  and  influence  during  this  period  of  re- 
construction so  as  to  increase  the  number  of 
organizations  and  membership,  which  now  ap- 
proximate 143  organizations,  with  18,000 
members,  affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

It  is  reported  that  the  Porto  Rican  American 
Tobacco  Company,  since  December  31,  1»18, 
has  locked  out  all  of  its  employes,  involving 
approximately  15,000  men  and  women.  This 
iodiistrial  conflict  covers  seventeen  cities  and 
towns  and  involves  almost  the  entire  tobacco 
Industry.  We  here  in  America  can  and  should 
assist  these  workers  by  refusing  to  purchase 
goods  manufactured  by  this  or  other  oppressive 
corporate  combinations. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  firm  conviction  that 
proper  labor  conditions  are  of  more  importance 
to  Porto  Rico  than  any  other  proposal  that  can 
be  suggested;  and  to  attain  improvements  in 
these  conditions,  your  committee  recommends 
that  the  President  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  be  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  three  to  visit  the  island  for  the 
purpose  of  investigating  labor  conditions,  to 
submit  their  report  to  the  Executive  Counci'i, 
and  that  thereafter  the  Executive  Council 
take  such  steps  to  give  the  widest  possible 
publicity  to  the  information  obtained  of  ex- 
isting conditions  to  the  end  that  the  recall  of 
Governor  Yager  may  be  hastened,  that  nec- 
essary legislation  may  be  enacted  to  give  to 
the  people  of  Porto  Rico  a  civil  form  of  gov- 
ernment and  that  the  affairs  of  this  island 
may  be  taken  out  of  tbd  hands  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Insular  Affairs  of  the  War  Depart- 


ment In  order  to  bring  J»*«  *^  "!^ 
Sd  home,  of  these  people  the  ^OP*  j«^  *^*^ 
Md  a  freer  Ufe  and  greater  opportunities  for 
the  enj<*yment  thereof. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Woxkman'f  Oompwiaatlon 

Under  this  caption  the  Executive  Council 
records  the  difficulties  encountered  in  the  appM- 
^on  of  existing  workmen's  <«»P««r«^ 
Uws  where  the  question  of  state  «d  n»^*o»*! 
hiri«iiction  is  involved.  Your  committee  is  not 
SS^r  does  it  believe,  that  H  i«^«J«^^ 
to  SSmit  a  remedy  on  such  a  hi^^J  technlaa 
legal  question.  Your  committee  Ju"y  'PP,**^ 
Xthe  necessity  of  overcoming  the  dJffl<^«« 
presented  and  ^commends  that  the  Ex«.utive 
Council  shall  be  vested  with  authori^  to  g^ve 
this  subject  further  attention  "^f^*^^  *.^*.*? 
legal  counsel  if  necessary  to  assist  It  in  de- 
ufmini^  the  best  remedial  legisUtive  ««-- 
ures  which  should  be  favored  in  overcoming  the 
•difficulties   Involved. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 

'"^^I^^^te  Brown,  Machinists,  asked  whether 
or^otTt  was  possible  to  say  l^-^^^^?^^, 
vention  would  complete  iU  work  by  the  end  of 

%7::Lt  Oomper.  -t^ted  the  anjjwer^^^ 
gate  Brown's  question  would  depend  up<m  the 
Smount  of  time  commmed  by  the  dsl^  ^ 
speaking   on   the   questions   before   the   conven- 

^^'^Delegate  Brown  then  moved  that  the  oonven. 
tion  i^in  in  session  beyond  the  a<Uo«nment 
hour  provided  in  the  rules,  until  such  time  as 
it  saw  fit  to  adjourn. 

The  moUon  was  seconded  and  carried. 

Health  Insunnce 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive CouncU  under  the  above  caption  your 
committee   reports   as   follows: 

It  must  be  apparent  to  aU  who  have  given 
this  subject  serious  attention  that  it  is  one 
possessed  of  great  good  and  at  the  same  time 
fraught  with  much  danger.  Your  committee 
regreU  that  time  did  not  permit  tiie  Executive 
Ottuncil  to  give  this  subject  that  consideration 
BO  essential  to  a  fair  and  intelUgent  determina- 
tion of  the  principles  involved,  as  well  as  to 
the  methods  of  application  and  procedure 
necessarily  enUUed.  Because  of  the  import- 
ance of  this  subject,  and  by  reason  of  the  vast 
consequences  involved,  your  committee  recom- 
mends concurrence  in  the  request  for  further  in- 
vestigation and  consideration  of  this  matter  by 
the  Executiye  Council,  and  for  similar  reasons, 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  final  conclusion 
which  may  be  reached  by  the  Executive  Council 
shall  be  referred  to  the  next  coming  convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for  final 
disposition. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Tear  Book 

The  problems  of  labor  are  admittedly  the 
gravest  social  and  economic  problems  emerging 
out  of  the  world's  conflict  Quiu  a  number 
of  thoughts,  many  of  them  old,  but  expressed 
in  more  modem  phraseology,  are  being  ad- 
vanced for  the  solution  of  theSe  ^complexing 
and  perplexing  problems.  It  is  therefore  essen- 
tial that  the  wage-earners  of  America  should 
have  accurate  knowledge  of  the  many  difficulties 
which  the  wage-earners  have  been  called  on  to 
overcome  heretofore.  It  is  still  more  essential 
that  they  should  be  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  methods  the  American  labor  movement  has 
heretofore  applied  in  the  solution  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  have  continually  presented  them- 
selves. 

In  the  affairs  now  confronting  our  people 
the  American  wage-earner  will  be  either  a  be- 
wildered spectator  or  a  conscious  director,  de- 
pendent upon  the  preference  in  America  of  the 
American  mind.  We  must  know  the  labor 
movement  of  America  as  it  has  developed  in  our 
own  country  to  understand  the  movements  and 
methods  necessaiy  to  meet  the  economic  wapts 
and  needs  of  the  wage-earners  of  today  and 
tomorrow. 

Your  committee  therefore  welcomes  the  pub- 
lishing of  the  Year  Book  by  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
and  this  attempt  to  supply  this  knowledge  to 
the  American  wage-earners  in  a  concrete,  under- 
standable form.  We  believe  this  Year  Book 
a  splendid  guide  in  the  solution  of  the  many 
problems  confronting  the  wage-earners,  and  that 
it  is  a  work  worthy  of  the  highest  commenda- 
tion. This  book  should  be  in  the  hands  of 
every  wage-earner,  every  trade  \mion  official, 
every  library — private  as  well  as  public — every 
publication  and  every  student  and  sympathizer 
of  the  labor  movement  of  America. 

Your  committee  therefore  urges  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
the  officers  of  affiliated  organizations  take  ade- 
quate steps  to  the  end  that  this  work  may  enter 
the  home  and  influence  the  mind  and  thought 
of  every  wage-earner  throughout  North  America. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 

As  indicated  in  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Council,  the  appended  report  of  the  Canadian 
Trades  and  Labor  Congress  and  the  address  of 
the  fraternal  delegate  of  the  Canadian  labor 
movement,  the  trade  union  movement  of  Canada 
and  of  the  affiliated  local  and  international 
unions  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  are  passing 
through  the  trying  ordeal  of  conflicting  emo- 
tions, passions  and  moods  through  which  every 
permanent  institution  is  subjected  at  some  time 
or  other. 


While  old  doctrines  and  theories,  tried  and 
found  wanting,  are  again  seeking  dominance  in 
Canada,  we  are  confident  that  out  of  this  clash, 
turmoil  and  confusion  the  trade  union  move- 
ment will  emerge  stronger,  more  powerful  and 
influential  than  ever  before  in  that  its  sound- 
ness and  validity  will  not  only  have  been 
clearly  demonstrated,  but  that  the  forces  ar- 
rayed against  the  legitimate  trade  union  move- 
ment and  its  activities  will  have  been  weak- 
ened, if  not  destroyed. 

It  is  not  sufficient,  however,  that  we  should 
remain  calm  and  quiescent  in  this  hour  of  trial; 
it  is  our  duty  to  assert  ourselves  and  help  in 
this  period  of  stress  by  advice,  counsel  and 
active  assistance  of  the  older  and  more  experi- 
enced leadership  of  staple  organisations  of  *^ 
wage-earners. 

Your  committee  therefore  believes  that  the 
suggestion  of  the  Executive  Council  for  a  re- 
adjustment of  the  method  of  financial  contribu- 
tions in  behalf  of  directly  affiliated  local  unions 
with  the  Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress 
is  well  directed.  The  committee  is  of  the 
further  opinion  that  all  affiliated  international 
unions  should  consider  following  a  similar  pro- 
cedure and  that  no  time  should  be  lost  to  give 
proper  advice  and  counsel  to  their  respective 
membership  in  Canadian  local  unions  eidier  by 
communication  or  personal  visitation  and  hy 
calling  their  attention  to  the  dangers  lurking 
behind  the  appeals  which  are  so  alluringly  made 
to  them  and  which  will  divide  the  wage-eameis 
into  separate  movements  and  destroy  the  effec- 
tiveness of  their  organized  forces. 

Your  committee  therefore  concurs  in  that 
part  of  the  Executive  Council's  report. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Lithographers — Photo  Engravers — Pxesmen 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  imder  the  above  caption  your  com- 
mittee begs  to  report  that  an  understanding  has 
been  arrived  at  between  the  organizations  in- 
volved to  make  another  effort  to  adjust  existing 
differences.  Youi  committcfe  therefore  recom- 
mends holding  in  abeyance  the  enforcement  of 
the  action  of  the  previous  convention  until  ad- 
vised by  a  majority  of  the  three  unions  involved 
that  the  differences  cannot  be  amicably  ad- 
Justed,  at  which  time  the  action  of  the  conveiy 
tion  will  become  effective.  The  understanding 
arrived  at  is  as  follows: 

Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  10,  1919. 
Mr.  Samuel  Gompers,  President, 

American  Federation  of  Labor^ 
Dear   Sir  and  Brothei: 

The  undersigned  have  met  in  conference  as 
requested  by  you  in  a  communication  nnder 
date  of  April  80.   1919. 

We  have  entered  into  the  subject  relative 
to  the  Jurisdictional  controversy  and  recognized 
the  necessity  for  a  mutual  understanding,  and 
consequently    it    was    unanimously    agreed    that 
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each  of  the  sssociations  involved  meet  throuflrh 
theii  executive  offlcet  in  joint  conference  on  or 
about  Augurt  4,   1919,  in  the  citj  of  Chicago. 

OEOROE  L.  BERRY,  I.  P.  P.  &  A.  U. 

MATTHEW  WOLL,  I.  P.  E.  U. 

PHILIP  BOCK.  A.  L.  of  A. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  waa  unanimously 
adopted. 

Reiolutlons  Nos.  12  and  80  were  reported 
upon  jointly.  The  resolutions  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolution  No.  IS— By  Delegate  J.  O.  Put- 
nam,  of  the  Panama  Canal  Central  Labor 
Union: 

WHEREAS,  At  the  present  time  there  are  ap- 
proximately  8860  American  citizens  employed 
by  The  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad 
Company  on  the  Canal  Zone;  and 

WHEREAS,  About  80  per  cent  of  this  force 
are  members  of  organised  labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  rules  aiwi  regulations  under 
which  they  work  and  Uve  are  esUblished  by 
Presidential  Executive  Orders  and  Official  Clr- 
culais,  promulgated  by  the  Administration  of 
the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad  Com- 
pany; and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  drafting,  preparation,  con- 
sideration  and  adoption  of  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations, these  employes  have  neither  representa- 
tion nor  voice  as  organizations,  or  the  .right  of 
franchise  as  American  citizens;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  result  of  sudi  policy  of  ad- 
ministration, determination  of  all  new  laws, 
roles  and  regulations  affecting  large  numbers  of 
American  citizens,  who  have  no  voice  or  vote, 
is  detrimental  to  the  general  welfare  of  or- 
ganized labor  on  the  Canal  Zone;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  issuance  of  such  new  rules 
and  regulations  from  time  to  time,  directly 
affecting  every-day  living  conditions  of  employes 
on  the  Canal  Zone  without  any  reference  to 
them,  has  caused  much  discontent;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  application  of  such  adminis- 
trative rule  is  contrary  to  American  standards 
and  general  practice,  and  directly  opposed  to 
the  tenets  and  principles  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  interests  of  organized  labor 
demand  that  they  be  given  at  least  ths  privilege 
of  review  before  such  rules  and  regulations  be- 
come effective;  therefore,  be  it 
,  RESOLVED,  That  the  Panama  Canal  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  call  on 
the  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  use  all  means  in  their  power  to  secure  equi- 
table adjustment  of  these  existing  conditions ; 
and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  thU  resolution  be  PfMent- 
ed  to  the  convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  to  be  held  in  Atlantic  City,'  New 
Jersey,  on  June  9,  1919,  by  the  delegate  from 
this  Central  Labor  Union,  with  the  view  of 
having  same  incorporated  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  convention. 

Resolution  No.   80 — By  Central  Labor  Union 

of  Balboa,  Canal  Zone: 

WHEREAS,  At  the  present  time  there  are 
approximately  8860  American  citizens  employed 
l^  the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad 
Cdmpany  on  the  Canal  Zone;  and 


WHEREAS,  About  80  per  cent  of  this  force 
are  members  of  organized  labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  rules  and  regulations  tmder 
which  they  work  and  live  are  established  by 
Presidential  Executive  Orders  and  Official  Cir- 
culars, promulgated  by  the  Administration  of 
the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Railroad  Com- 
pany; ond 

WHEREAS,  In  the  drafting,  preparation, 
consideration  and  adoption  of  such  rules  ana 
regulations,  these  employes  have  neither 
representation  nor  voids  as  organizations,  or 
the  right  of  franchise  as  American  citizens; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  result  of  such  policy  of 
administrative  determination  of  all  new  laws, 
rules  and  regulations,  affecting  lar^a  num- 
bers of  American  citizens,  who  have  no  voice 
or  vote,  is  detrimental  to  the  general  welfare 
of  organivsd  labor  on  the  Canal  Zone;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  issuance  of  such  new  rules 
and  regulations  from  time  to  time,  directly 
affecting  every-day  liring  conditions  of  employes 
on  the  Canal  Zone,  without  any  reference  to 
them,  has  caused  much  discontent;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  application  of  such  adminis- 
trative rule  is  contrary  to  American  standards 
and  general  practice,  and  directly  opposed  to 
the  tenets  and  principles  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  interests  of  organized  labor 
demand  that  they  be  given  at  least  the  privilege 
of  review  before  such  rules  and  regulations  be- 
come effective;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Panama  Canal  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  (Central  Labor  Union)  call  on 
the  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  use  all  means  in  their  power  to  secure  equi- 
table adjustment  of  these  existing  conditions; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  these  resolutions  be  pre- 
sented to  the  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  be  held  in  Atlantic  (Mty, 
New  Jersey,  on  June  9,  1919,  by  the  delegate 
from  this  Central  Union,  with  the  riew  of  hav- 
ing same  incorporated  in  the  proceedings  of  tte 
convention. 

These  resolutions  are  identical  in  form  and 
substance  and  are  in  the  nature  of  an  instruc- 
tion to  the  Panama  Canal  Federation  of  Labor, 
rather  than  being  addressed  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  Your  committee,  how- 
ever,  has  given  consideration  to  the  subject 
contained  therein,  despite  its  erroneous  addresa, 
and  is  favorably  impressed  with  the  facts  set 
forth.  Your  committee  therefore  recommends 
that  the  officers  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  use  all  means  within  their  power  to 
secure  an  early  and  equiUble  adjustment  of  the 
conditions  complained  of  and  which  it  finds, 
after  a  careful  investigation,  to  be  just  griev- 
ances. 

The  report  of  the  oommittee  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  69 — ^By  Delegates  of  the  Na- 
tional Association  of  Master  Mates  and  Pilots, 
National  Marine  Engineers'  Beneficiary  Associ- 
ation, and  International  Seamen's  Union. 

WHBRBAS.  The  Recruiting  and  Training 
Service  and  the  Sea  Sendee  Bureau  of  the 
United  States  Shipping  Board  are  asking  Con- 
gress  for  an   appropriation   under  which   those 
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war  instftutloiw  may  continue  during  peace; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Both  of  thoee  institutions  are 
useless  for  any  practical  purpose,  and,  if  we 
really  mean  to  build  up  a  personnel  for  a  mer- 
cham  marine,  we  should  return  to  the  syetem 
of  training  men  on  board  ships  actually  en- 
gaged in  the  ocean  and  coastwise  sendee  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  ship  ofBcers;  there- 
fore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  conrention  hereby  enter 
an  emphatic  protest  against  any  further  ap- 
propriation being  made  for  the  continuance  of 
the  above-menooned  institution;  and,  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  these  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  the  Appropriation  Committee  in  Con- 


Hie  committee  recommends  concurrence  in 
the  resolution. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
adoptML 

Resolution  No.  76— By  Delegate  E.  O.  Hall, 
of  the  ICinnesota  State  Federation  of  Labor. 

wHkrKAS,  There  are  in  a  number  of  cities 
ofganizations  of  police  or  peace  officers  who  are 
under  one  form  of  civil  senrice  rule  or  another, 
and  whose  sympathies  are  with  the  principles 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  well 
as  its  policies;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  many  cities,  city  employes 
under  civil  service  are  being  admitted  through 
Federal  unions  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor;  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED.  That  all  police  or  peace  officers 
be  admitted  to  membership  to  Federal  Unions 
the  sante  as  other  dij  or  county  employes  un- 
der civil  service  laws  in  compliance  with  the 
constitution  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Committee  on  Organisation 
has  reported  favorably  on  a  similar  resolution, 
your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  action  on 
tliis  resolution  is  not  required,  and  so  recom- 
mends. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  77 — ^By  Delegate  Geo.  Rlncker, 
of  the  Sign  and  Bulletin  Board  Hangers,  No. 
1487S. 

WHEREAS,  The  expenses  allowed  fraternal 
delegates  have  not  been  increased  for  several 
years;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  the  performance  of  their 
duties  the  cost  at  the  present  time  is  almost 
one  hundred  per  cent  more  than  formerly; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  an  increase  be  granted  the 
fraternal  delegates  correspondingly  with  tlie  in- 
creased cost  of  living. 

Your  committee  recommends  reference  of  this 
resolution  to  the  Executive  Council  for  favor- 
able consideration  when  the  subject  of  expenses 
to  be  allowed  fraternal  delegates  is  being  con- 
sidered by  it. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolutions  Nos.  Ill  and  162  were  reported 
upon  together.     They  are  as  follows: 


Resolution  No.  Ill — ^Bv  Trades  and  Labor 
Assembly  of  Mascoutah,  IlL 

WHEREAS,  The  necessaries  of  life  have 
reached  such  proportions  tliat  it  is  almost  be- 
yond human  efforts  of  the  average  workman  to 
secure  a  substantial  living;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we  ask  of  the  officials  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  at  the  con- 
vention assembled,  to  take  such  measures  at 
the  convention  to  urge  upon  the  U.  S.  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  to  act  at  the 
earliest  moment  and  legislate  such  laws  as  out- 
lined below: 

1st.  That  the  United  Stktes  Government 
mnt  to  citisens  the  use  of  land  and  provide 
financial  assistance  at  least  equal  to  that  so 
successfully  provided  by  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment. 

2d.  That  penal  sentences  be  imposed  upon 
all  persons  convicted  of  connections  with  com- 
binations fixing  prices  upon  the  necessaries  of 
life. 

8d.  That  the  willful  destruction  of  food  be 
made  a  penal  offense. 

4th.  That  the  hoarding  of  foodstuffs  in  cold 
storage  plants,  warehouses,  or  otherwise,  where 
such  noarding  increases  the  price  thereof  to  the 
ultimate  consumer,  be  made  a  penal  offense; 
that  all  such  foodstuffs  so  stored  oe  confiscated 
by  the  Government  and  sold  to  the  people  at 
actual  cost  covering  seizure  and  sale. 

6th.  That  the  maximum  rents  be  regulated 
by  basing  the  rental  upon  the  actual  i^uation 
of  the  property  rented. 

6th.  That  where  the  production  of  any  arti- 
cle of  food  is  not  equal  to  the  demand,  the 
price  of  such  article  shall  be  regulated  by  the 
Government  on  the  basis  of  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction. 

7th.  That  the  income  of  any  person  in 
money  or  its  equivalent  in  value  be  limited. 

Resolutiiii  No.  162 — ^By  Delegate  John  G. 
Owens,  of  Cleveland  Central  Labor  Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  cost  of  living  is  steadily 
increasing  as  far  as  rente,  food,  clothing,  etc.. 
are  considered,  thus  absorbing  increases  of 
wages  that  may  be  obtained  by  the  organised 
workers  through   negotiations  and  strikes;   and 

WHEREAS.  This  condition  is  unjust  and  un- 
bearable to  the  masses  of  people;  therefore, 
be  it 

•  RESOLVED,  That  we.  delegates  to  the 
meveland  Federation  of  Labor,  hereby  request 
that  a  special  grand  Jury  be  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate this  problem  and  make  public  their 
findings  and  also  indict  all  individuals  and  con- 
cerns that  are  violating  the  statutes  against 
trusts,  conspiracies  and  committing  other  law- 
less acts;  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  the  A.  F. 
of  L.,  be  instructed  to  present  a  similar 
proposition  to  that  body  and  urge  that  this 
question  be  made  a  national  one. 

Tour  committee  is  fully  in  agreement  with 
the  purport  and  intent  of  these  resolutions  and 
heartily  concurs  in  the  declaration  that  specu- 
lation and  gambling  and  profiteering  in  the 
necessities  of  life  should  be  tolerated  no  longer 
and  all  get-rich-quick  programs  of  the  few  at 
the  expense  of  the  many  should  be  barred  for- 
ever from  civilized   society. 

Tour  conmiittee  believes,  however,  that  the 
remedies  proposed  in  these  resolutions  may  not 
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be  appropriate  in  all  cases  of  profiteering  and 
speculation  and  that  additional  remedial  lefis- 
lation  may  be  devised  to  prove  helpful  in  curb- 
ing these  anti-social  activities  of  profiteers  in 
the  necessities  of  life. 

Tour  committee  therefore  recommends  refer- 
ence of  these  resolutions  to  the  Executive 
Council  for  the  approval  and  early  enforcement 
of  such  remedial  measures  as  are  indicated  in 
these  resolutions  and  such  additional  measures 
as  the  Executive  Oouncil  will  find  helpful  in 
making  speculating,  gambling  and  profiteering 
in  the  necessities  of  life  equally  dangerous  to 
other  methods  of  perjuxy  and  extortion  and  rid 
ourselves  of  these  hunan  parasites. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unanimously 
adopted. 

FUnt  aiMS  Workan— IfAcliliiiitf. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Oouncil  under  the  above  caption  your  com- 
mittee  reports   as   follows: 

Tour  committee  deeply  regrets  that  an  ad* 
justment  has  not  been  arrived  at  between  the 
two  organizations  involved  in  this  controversy. 
Tour  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  resort 
to  force  and  compulsion  now  will  not  tsnd  to 
bridge  the  difficulties  inrolved  or  render  ti- 
feetive  an  adjustment  which  will  prow 
mutually  agreeable  and  acceptable. 

Tour  committee  believes  this  end  can  be  best 
attained  by  further  conciliatory  efforts,  and 
therefore  urges  that  the  Executive  Oouncil  use 
its  good  offices  during  the  coming  year  in 
helping  to  bring  about  an  adjustment  which 
will  prove  satisfactoiy  to  all  parties  concerned 
and  which  will  in  no  way  jeopardize  the  inter- 
ests of  either  party,  and  report  to  th»  next 
convention. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  the  intro- 
ducers of  Resolution  No.  40  requested  its  with- 
drawal, and  your  committee  concurs  in  the  re- 
quest. 

Delegate  Clarke.  FUnt  Glass  Workers:  I 
did  not  intend  to  say  anything  on  this 
subject,  but  I  was  much  interested  in  the 
question  propounded  by  Delegate  Brown  of 
tiie  International  Association  of  Machinists 
to  the  delegate  representing  the  Jewelry 
Workers'  International  Union,  when  he  asked 
him  if  he  would  recommend  to  his  organiza- 
tion that  they  abide  by  the  decision  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  I  believe  I 
am  justified  now  in  asking  Delegate  Brown 
and  his  colleagues  if  they  will  reconunend  to 
the  International  Association  of  Machinists 
that  th^y  will  go  along  with  the  numerous 
decisions  rendered  in  this  case. 

Delegate  Wharton.  Machinists:  The  Ma- 
chinists' organization  will  go  along  with 
every  decision  of  this  body  if  every  other 
organisation  affiliated  therewith  will  do  like- 
wise. 

Delegate  Clarke:  I  submit  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  delegation  the  evasive  reply. 
As   a   further  point,   the   name  of  the   dele- 


gate who  answered  is  Wharton,  not  Brown. 
I  will  again  propound  my  question  to  you. 
Brother  Brown. 

Delegate  Brown.  Machinists:  When  Dele- 
gate Clarke  ask»d  the  question  he  added, 
"delegation."  My  reply  U  "Amen^  U 
Brother   Wharton. 

Delegate  Clarke:  I  am  not  going  to  spoil 
the  pledge  I  have  made  to  myself  or  the 
committee,  bat  I  want  it  clearly  and  dis- 
tinctly understood  that  we  are  not  waiving 
any  of  the  prestige  that  bas  come  to  the 
"Flints"  in  the  numerous  decisions  rendered 
by  convention  after  convention  and  by  the 
Ebceeutive  Council  at  the  Laredo  and  San 
Antonio  meetings,  and  I  would  ask  that 
this  statement  be  made  a  matter  of  record 
for  the  benefit  of  the  instttution  I  repre- 
sent, as  some  one  else  may  be  called  upon 
to  deal  with  it  at  the  next  convention. 

The  report  of  the  eommittee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  100 — By  Delegate  George 
W.  Wrenn,  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Fed- 
eration of  Labor: 

WHBRILA8.  Organised  Labor  in  this  na- 
tion has  clearly  demonstrated  its  loyalty  and 
patriotism,  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  our  great  President  and  the  American 
people  to  winning  this  war;  and 

WHBREAS.  Many  changes  in  labor  condi- 
tions have  taken  place  since  the  declaration 
of  war,  both  in  wages  and  employment,  par- 
ticularly in  the  employment  of  thousands 
of  men  and  women  in  new  industries  created 
since  the  war;  and 

WHBREAS,  It  is  evident  that  these  work- 
ers will  seek  other  employment,  especially  in 
large  cities  of  our  country,  together  with  the 
returning  to  civil  life  of  our  gallant  soldiers 
and  sailors,  will  require  serious  attention  of 
the  labor  movement  of  this  nation  and  the 
government  itself  so  that  the  standard  of 
wages  and  conditions  brought  about  by  Or- 
ganized Labor  will  not  be  affected  and  the 
re-enkployment  of  soldiers  and  sailors  will 
also  be  a  matter  of  careful  forethought  and 
consideration;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  request 
our  President  to  appoint  Federal  committees 
in  each  State  and  our  Governors  to  appoint 
State  committees  to  study  this  question  now, 
and  that  this  convention  through  its  Exeeu- 
tive  Council,  adopt  such  methods  as  will  be 
of  benefit  to  the  wage  earners. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that 
the  appointment  of  the  many  committees  by 
the  national  and  state  governments  suggested 
will  prove  of  little  real  value  in  solving  the 
questions  involved  in  the  returning  of  dis- 
charged soldiers  and  sailors  to  civil  life  and 
for  the  safeguarding  of  standards*  wages  and 
conditions  secured  by  organised  labor.  In- 
asmuch as  more  efficient  remedies  are  re- 
ported in  other  sections  and  divisions  of 
your  committee's  report  on  the  report  of 
the  Executive  Council,  non-concurrenoe  is 
recommended   in   this    resolution. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

On  motion  by  Delegate  Mullen,  the  con- 
vention adjourned  at  6.66  p.  m..  to  recon- 
vene at  9.80  o'clock  Friday  morning,  June 
20th. 
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Tb«  convention  wu  called  w  order  At  0.30 
X.  m.,  Friday,  June  20th»  Vice-President  Duncan 
in  the  chair. 

AbsMitoea — ^Bossell.  Crooff,  McDonald  (D.), 
Cooney,  Ifflesias,  Bona,  Rutherford,  Howard. 
Sehildt,  Harrison  (W.  L.).  Ely.  O'Donnell 
(IL  J.),  Mahony,  Stewart,  O'Leary,  Daris, 
(E.  F.),  Harlin,  Bryan,  Dill,  Canileld,  Dentel- 
baum.  Block,  Griffith,  Woodman.  Wairner, 
Canilald.  Galloway,  Taylor,  Priestly.  Riehter, 
Evans,  Sims,  Boisse,  Ganey,  Hoffman. 
Frampton,  Oirletree,  Ryan,  Draper,  Broderiek, 
Carran,  Barr,  Wilkii^on  (J.),  Simpson. 
Sauter,  Enri^ht,  Cooper,  MeGilU  Rinirer, 
Grice,  Bodirott,  Berdlow,  FitU,  Eklund,  Leon- 
ard, Birch,  Berber,  Lane,  Jackson  (S.  A.). 

\ice-Preeident  Duncan  announced  the  follow- 
ing special  committee  appointment: 

Committee  on  Hotels,  on  Engineers'  and  Fire- 
men's    Hatter — ^WllUam    J.     Brennan, 
Huddell,  Edward  Flore,  James  Wilson,  Timothy 
Healy. 

B8P0BT    OF    OOmilTTBB     ON    BXHOU- 
TZVE  OOUNOIL'B  BEPOBT 

Secretary  WoU,  for  the  Committee,  submitted 
the  followinir: 

Resolution  No.  161 — ^By  Delegate  John  T. 
Smith,  of  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Kansas 
City,  Ho. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  shortage  of  whole- 
some dwellings  in  practically  every  community 
in  the  country;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  each  city  and  town  should 
be  authorized  and  encouraged  to  build  enough 
houses  to  meet  the  needs  of  its  inhabitants, 
providing  with  each  a  tract  of  land  suitable  to 
the  lociQity,  and  that  the  Federal  Government 
participate  in  the  production  of  a  full  supply 
of  suitable  homes  by  continuing  the  Housing 
Bareau,  to  aid,  encourage  and  stimulate  the 
building  of  dwelling  houses. 

Tour  committee  recommends  approval  of  this 
resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  wac 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  1C6 — ^By  Sam  Griggs,  Stone 
Cutters. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
Thirteenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Building 
Trades  Department  of  the  American  Federatior 
of  Labor,  and  by  action  of  that  convention,  wa6 
referred  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for  its 
co-operation    nnd    support: 

WHEREAS,  The  public  buildings  bill  legis- 
lation that  failed  of  passage  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress;  and 


WHEREAS,  This  legislation  was  necessary 
of  passage  for  the  reconstruction  program  of 
the  United  SUtes  Government;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  failure  of  the  last  Congress 
to  provide  for  any  plan  wherein  the  Govern- 
ment could  go  ahead  with  their  building  pro- 
gram; and 

WHEREAS.  The  publle  buildings  bUl  oar- 
Hed  with  it  prorision  for  the  immediate  eivo- 
tion  of  many  postofflces  throughout  the  coun- 
try, therefore,  the  fsilure  of  the  last  Con- 
gress to  proYida  the  vaeded  money  to  carry 
out  the  GoTemment's  bnilding  program; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Thirteenth  Annual 
Convention,  through  its  officers,  petition  Con- 
gress to  pass  as  quickly  as  possible  the  pubUe 
buildings  bill  that  failed  at  the  last  Congress, 
so  that  the  United  States  Government  can  go 
ahead  with  their  building  projects,  that  will 
give  employment  to  many  thousands  of  build- 
Inff  mechanics,  and  will  tend  to  quickly  sta- 
biUze  the  building  industry  of  our  coimtiy:  and 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  department,  for  itself, 
and  requesting  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  co-operate, 
call  upon  both  ExeeutiTe  Councils  to  memori- 
alise our  Federal  GoTomment  to  enconrage 
bnilding  eonstruction  of  public  buildings 
as  soon  as  the  above  fonds  are  STailable, 
and  give  out  contracts  immediately,  rather  than 
defer  such  building  until  'Februaiy,  1920,  as 
provided  for  in  a  recent  ruling  of  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Tour  committee  recommends  approval  of  this 
resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  18S— By  Delegates  John 
Donlin,  William  L.  Hutcheson  and  John  J. 
Hynes. 

WHEREAS,  The  so-called  Baker-Gompers' 
agreement  consummated  on  June  19,  1917.  was 
intended  as  a  war  measure  only;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  period  in  which  it  was  ex- 
pected to  serve  has  passed,  also  tlie  institution 
that  functioned  in  its  affairs  has  automatically 
dissolved;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVEZD,  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  will  consider  the  aforesaid  agreement 
nul.  void  and  in  every  way  canceled  on  or 
before  July   1.   1919. 

Your  committee  recommends  approval  of 
this   resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  conunittee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  167— By  Delei^te  Harry  L. 
Hartford,  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  Central  Labor 
Union. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


384 


REPORT  OF  PR0CBBDINO8 


WHBEEAS,  War  has  demonstrated  the  itr«- 
ent  need  of  adeanate  honaingr  fkeilities.  to  pr^ 
vide  decent  homee  far  the  Ameriean 


WHBRBAS,  There  has  been  demonstrated 
the  necessity  and  advisability  for  such  housing 
faeOities  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
woriccrs, .  and  to  establish  and  promote  tne 
oonunnnity  and  home  environment,  necessary 
to  full  industrial  production  and  good  eittsen- 
sUp;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Government  has  reeogniiea 
the  necessity  and  advisability  of  providing 
^Qch  environment  and  honsinir  facilities,  as  a 
military  necessity,  daring  the  war,  hj  ap- 
propriating fonds  to  construct  such  booses  tbr 
war  workors:  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  of  the  A. 
P.  of  L.  go  on  ■  record  as  favoring  the  estab-. 
lishment  of  a  permanent  housing  burean,  for 
the  porpose  of  providing  homes  for  the  work- 
ers of  this  country;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVEp,  That  our  ofllcers  be  instructed 
to  try  and  secure  a  representative  of  labor  on 
the  board,  to  see  that  the  interests  of  the 
workers  are  fully  protected. 

The  committee  recommends  approval  of  this 
resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  169— By  Delegates  John 
Moore,  Ohio  Federation  of  Labor;  Max  S. 
Hayes,  International  Typographical  Union; 
John  A.  Lacey,  Norfolk,  Va.,  Central  Labor 
Union;  J.  W.  Worthey,  Salisbury,  N.  C. 
Federal  Union  No.  16,896;  Oscar  Williams, 
Freight  Handlers'  Local  No.  16,478;  O.  L. 
Gemary,  Memphis.  Tenn.,  Local  No.  16,407; 
E.  O.  GaUoway.  Tri-City  Central  Trades  * 
Labor  Council,  Granite  City,  HI. 

WHEREAS,  There  is  a  bill  No.  1478  pend- 
ing before  the  Sixty^ixth  Congress,  namely: 
To  provide  for  public  improvements,  neeos, 
and  employment  of  discharged  soldiers,  un- 
empk>yed  and  other  citiaens  of  the  United 
States;   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  this 
tenth  day  of  June,  1919,  demand  that  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  the  Sixty- 
sixth  Congress  now  assembled,  use  their  best 
efforts  with  the  Banking  and  Currency  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Sixty-eixth  Congress,  to  render  a  favor- 
able report  on  such  Bill  1478  and  cast  their 
votes  in  the  affirmative  upon  such  BUI  when 
submitted;   be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  Resolu- 
tion be  mailed  to  the  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States  and  each 
Senator  and  Representative  of  the  Sixty- 
sixth  Congress: 

Sixty-sixth  Congress,  First  Session,  H.  R. 
1478.  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May 
21,  1919.  Mr.  Sherwood  (by  request)  intro- 
duced the  following  bill;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
A    BILL 

To  provide  for  public  improvements,  needs, 
and  employment  of  discharged  soldiers,  un- 
empk>yed,  and  other  citixens  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  or 


RepresenUtives  of  the  United  States  of  Amer^ 
ica  in  Conness  assembled.  That  whenever 
any  State,  Territory,  county,  township,  mu- 
nicipality, or  incorporated  town  or  village 
deem  it  necessary  to  make  any  puhUc  mi- 
provement  or  for  its  needs,  it  shall  deposit 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  a  non-interest  bearing  twenty- 
live  year  bond,  not  to  exceed  one-half  of 
the  assessed  valuation  of  the  property  in 
such  State,  Territory,  township,  municipality, 
or  incorporated  town  or  village,  ana  such 
community  depositing  its  bond  in  aeeordance 
with  this  act  shall  be  required  to  return  the 
principal  of  such  bond  in  legal  tender  Treas- 
ury notes  at  the  rate  of  four  per  centum  per 
annum  until  such  bond  is  paid  in  fuU. 

Section  2.  That  whenever  the  foregoins 
section  of  this  act  has  been  complied  with 
it  shaU  be  mandatory  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  nave 
engraved  and  printed  Trearury  notes  in  the 
denominations  of  $1,  $2.  $6,  $10,  $20,  |X6, 
$60,  $100,  and  $600  each,  which  shaU  be  a 
full  legal  tender  for  all  debts,  publtc  ana 
private,  to  the  face  value  of  such  bond,  and 
deliver  to  such  State,  Territory,  county,  town- 
ship, municipality,  or  incorporated  town  or 
village  99  per  centum  of  such  notes,  ana  re- 
tain 1  per  centum  for  expenses  of  engraving 
and  printing  the  same. 

Section  8.  That  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  it  shall  be  compulsory  upon  every  State.  ' 
Territory,  county,  townsUp,  municipality,  or 
incorporated  town  or  village  to  give  em- 
ployment to  any  idle  discharged  soldier,  un- 
employed, and  other  citiaens  applying  A>r 
such  work,  and  that  the  rate  be  not  less  than 
40  cents  per  hour  for  common  labor  and  80 
cents  per  hour  for  team  and  labor,  and  that 
eight  hours  per  day  shall  constitute  a  days 
labor  under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Your  committee  recommends  reference  of 
this  resolution  to  the  Executive  Council,  with 
authority  to  take  such  action  which  a  care- 
ful investigation  and  analysis  of  the  bill 
in  question  leads  it  to  believe  is  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  interest  of  the  work- 
ers and  the  people  generally,  in  the  subject 
to  which  it  refers. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
International  Association  of  Bridge,  Struc- 
tural and  Ornamental  Iron  Workers  vs.  Build 
ing  Trades  Departnwnt,  A.  F.  of  L. 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  -under  the  above  caption 
your  committee  recommends  that  this  subject 
be   re-submitted    to   the    Executive    Council. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 


— ^  Resolution  No.  17&— By  Delegate  Wm.  T. 
Griffith,  El  Paso,  Texas,  Central  Labor  Union. 

WHEREAS,  It  has  come  to  our  attention 
that  carpenter  work  and  other  craft,  em- 
ployed by  the  Constructing  Quartermaster 
Department  of  the  U.  S.  Army  at  Fort  Bliss. 
Texas,  on  new  quarters  for  soldiers  and 
other  work  at  that  place,  is  being  paid 
at  a  rate  below  the  scale  fixed  by  the  War 
Labor  Board  as  a  Just  and  equitable  basu 
for  Government  work  in  this  district :  and 

WHEREAS,  The  men  doing  this  work  are 
chiefly  not  only  un-American  In  their  ways, 
and  non-union,  but  also  aliens,  owing  their 
allegiance  to  another  countnr.  and  have  as 
a     class     on      numerous     occasions      proven 
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them«elvet  unfriendly  to  the  United  States; 
and 

WHEREAS.  It  hM  been  the  practice  of 
the  Quartermaster  Constnaetion  Corps  to 
Wansport,  free  of  eharse*  these  aliens  to  and 
from  their  place  of  work  to  the  international 
bridge  between  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  Jnares, 
Mexico,  in  motor  trucks  of  the  U.  S.  Army 
driven  by  U.  S.  soldiers;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  aliens  livinir  for  the 
most  part  in  Juarez  and  Agua  Prieta,  Mex- 
ico, do  not  spend  their  salaries  earned  tn 
America  and  on  American  work  in  this 
country,  but  on  the  other  hand  spend  tbe 
same  in  Mexico  with  Mexican  merchants; 
and 

WHEREAS,  These  aliens  are  employed  ob- 
viously in  preference  to  discharged  American 
soldiers:  be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  first,  as  American 
citizens  who  have  at  all  times  upheld  our 
Government  in  its  course  and  have  con- 
tributed to  the  support  of  its  policies  even 
when  such  action  sometimes  caused  seif- 
denial  and  hardship;  and  second,  as  men  of 
labor  who  bdieve  in  a  Just  and  eQuitable 
arrangement  of  all  labor  to  Americans,  and 
who  have  accepted  and  do  abide  by  the  fixed 
scale  of  wages  as  adopted  by  the  War  Labor 
Board,  do  most  earnestly  protest  against  such 
procedure;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  do  urge  the  neces- 
sity of  employing  red-blooded  American 
citizens,  and  the  Justice  of  giving  this  worx 
to  men  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
whose  every  interest  is  identical  with  the  in- 
terests of  America,  and  that  their  salaries  be 
in  accordance  with  the  accepted  scale,  and 
especially  do  we  urge  the  employment  of  dis- 
charged American  soldiers,  many  of  wlwm 
have  given  evidence  of  their  true  Americanism 
in  a  furnace  that  proved  their  worth  as  men, 
where  the  dawn-lit  hOls  of  France  were  red 
with  the  flaming  blaze  of  Hell;  and,  be  It 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  condemn  this  policy 
on  the  part  of  the  Construction  Quarter- 
master Corps  of  the  United  States  Army  n 
this  city  as  unwise,  un-American  and  un- 
just, and  we  earnestly  protest  that  Its  con- 
tinuance will  work  a  most  serious  detriment 
to   American  labor;   be   it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  El  Paso  Central  La- 
bor Union  hereby  instructs  its  ddegates  to  toe 
National  Convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  to  request  that  body  to  go  on 
record  as  protesting  the  action  of  the  con- 
structing quartermaster  at  Fort  Bliss,  Texas, 
and  at  all  other  places  where  construction 
work  is  now,  or  may  in  the  future  be  done 
by  the  United  States  Government  against  tbe 
practice  of  employing  aliens  on  any  work  for 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  under 
any  conditions. 

Your  committee  is  impressed  with  the  fkcts 
set  out  in  the  preambles  of  this  resolution  and 
for  the  purpose  of  correctteg  evils  com- 
plained of  in  a  manner  which  will  not 
Jnvolve  our  Ctovernment  in  diflicultiss  or 
controversies  with  other  nations,  we  recom- 
mend reference  of  this  resolution  to  the 
Executive  Council  for  such  action  as  it  finds 
advisable,    feasible   and    helpful. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 


Delegate  McCarthy.  Carpenters,  made  a 
brief  statement  relative  to  construction  work 
in  tbe  Presidio  in  CalifO>nia,  where  the  con- 
structing quartermaster  is  employing  men  at 
rates  of  pay  considerably  lower  than  tbe 
prevailing  wage  rate,  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  intent  of  the  resolution  would  De 
fully    carried    out. 

_,  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
ada 


Resolution  No.  178— By  Delegates  M.  SneU- 
ings,  H.  M.  Comerford,  A.  Peterson,  and  E. 
L.  Edgai»n,  International  Union  of  Steam 
and  Operating  Eng'.neers. 

WHEREAS,  At  the  St.  Paul  eonvention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  the 
oil  well  workers  presented  an  application 
for  a  charter  which  was  protested  against 
by    several    international    organizations;    ana 

WHEREAS,  After  numerous  conferences 
between  organizations  of  the  protesting 
organizations  and  the  oil  well  workers,  the 
oil  well  workers  presented  a  signed  agree- 
ment agreeing  to  take  no  person  into  their 
organisation  coming  under  the  Jurisdiction 
of  any  organisation  now  chartered  by  tbe 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  whereupon  the 
protests  were  withdrawn;  and 

WHEREIAS,  The  oil  well  workers  are  now 
taking  in  and  claiming  JnrisdietioB  over  en- 
gineers; thorefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  instruct 
the  oil  wdl  workers  to  cease  taking  In  tnese 
engineers  and  transfer  those  already  taken 
in  into  the  International  Union  of  Steam 
and  Operating  Engineers ;  and,  be  it'  fortHcr 

RESOLVED,  That  in  the  event  of  their 
refusal  to  comply  and  cease  their  encroacn- 
ments  on  the  Jurisdictional  rights  of  otner 
international  unions,  the  Executive  Councu 
stand  instructed  to  suspend  their  charter 
until  such  time  as  they  do  comply  wim  ine 
order  of  this  convention  and  agree  to  live 
up  to  their  signed  agreement  with  the  in- 
ternational unions. 

Inasmuch  as  there  has  been  no  confer- 
ence between  the  organizations  involved  in  this 
complaint,  your  committee  recommends  refer- 
ence of  this  resolution  to  the  Eexcutive  Council 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  parties  into 
conference  to  adjust  the  grievance  complained 
of,  as  provided  by  the  laws  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted.  ^y"^ 

Resolution  No.  198 — By  Harry  W.  Pox. 
Wyoming   Federation   of   Labor. 

WHEREAS,  Certain  employing  interests 
have  resorted  to  the  importation  of  Mexican 
laborers  in  an  effort  Co  beat  down  wage 
standards   in   sugar   beet   raising  States;   and 

WHEREIN.  These  laborers  are  being  en- 
courged  to  accept  employment  in  different 
lines  of  effort,  to  the  detriment  of  labor 
stan-terds  and  with  the  avowed  intention  of 
breaking  down  these  certain  establlsbed 
wages  that  have  obtained  as  a  result  or  the 
war;   and 

WHEREAS,  This  practice  is  detrimental  to 
the  best  interests  of  the  nation  and  can  only 
result  in  hardship  to  American  workers  on 
this   and  other  callings;  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of   Labor    in   thirty-ninth   Annual    Convention 
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•Membled,  that  we  eondemn  this  practice  ana 
urge  upon  the  immigration  offi«iala  tbat  tne 
closeet  watch  be  maintained  oyer  the  grant- 
ing of  permits  for  the  importation  of  alien 
laboren  to  the  end  that  the  intereatf  or 
American    laborers    be    safeguarded. 

Tonr  committee  is  impressed  with  the  need 
for  safeguarding  the  interests  of  American 
wage-earners  against  unfair  competition  ana 
discrimination  by  men  of  other  nations.  To 
avoid  internaticinal  complications,  however, 
care  should  and  must  be  exercised  and  your 
committee  therefore  recommends  reference 
of  this  resolution  to  the  Executive  Council  fbr 
such  action  as  it  finds  advisable,  feasiUe  and 
hdpfuL 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Bztension  of  Jurladiction  of  Bwwttj 
Workers 

Your  Committee  recommends  approval  of 
this  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Exe- 
cutive  Council. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was    adopted. 

Ridsolution  No.  204 — ^By  Delegate  E.  C. 
Scott,  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers  ip  Assistants,    11778.    Washington.   D.    C. 

WHEREAS,  The  office  employes  of  the 
United  States  of  America  are  among  tne 
poorest  paid  of  all  crafts,  and  are  compelled 
to  work  longer  hours  than  any  trade;  and, 

WHEREAS.  The  cost  of  living  has  in- 
creased by  leaps  and  bounds,  making  it  im- 
possible for  such  workers  to  decently  support 
their  families  on  the  wages  now  paid  by  the 
various  labor  organizations;   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Convention  go  on 
record  as  favoring  the  minimum  wages  now 
paid  in  the  offices  of  the  President  of  tne 
Brotherhood,  of  Railway  Clerks,  Washington. 
D.  C,  namely,  $30.00  per  week  for  clerks,  and 
$86.00  per  week  for  stenographers  who  qual- 
ify after  thirty  to  sixty  days'  probation  for 
permanent  positions,  and  that  this  Conven- 
tion use  its  good  offices  in  having  tne  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  and  all  affiliated 
national  and  international  unions  a^iopt  tnae 
minimum  wages  for  their  office  employes. 

The  principle  involved  In  this  resolution 
is  based  on  the  false  premise  that  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  authority 
and  power  to  direct  and  instruct  affiliated 
international  unions  in  matters  which  the 
constitution  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  clearly  provides  shall  not  be  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Federation.  It  is  equally 
erroneous  for  the  organization  involved  to 
endeavor  to  fix  and  regulate  the  wages  of 
its  members  by  legislative  action  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  rather  than 
through  the  process  of  negotiations  by  local 
groups  and  associations  of  the  workers  in- 
volved. 

Tour  committee  therefore  recommends  non- 
concurrence   in   this   resolution. 

After  a  brief  statement  by  Delegate  Scott, 
Stenographers'  Union  No.  11,778,  in  support 
of  the  resolution,  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  was  adopted. 


Resolution  No.  207 — By  Delegate  E.  C. 
Scott,  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeep- 
ers ft  Assistants,  11.778,  Washington.  D.  C. 

WHEREAS,  For  some  time  past  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Railway  Clerks  has  been  seeking 
and  securing  for  membership  in  that  organ- 
isation all  office  employes  in  the  executive 
offices  of  the  Southern  Railway  Company. 
Washington,  D.  C,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  Section  78,  Constitution,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Gimnd  Lodge  or  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Clerks,  contains  the  following  clause:  "All 
white  persons,  male  or  female,  of  good  moral 
character,  who  have  had  at  least  three 
months'  actual  experience  as  clerks,  freight 
hsAdlers,  baggagemen,  station  helpers, 
switch  tenders,  or  callers  in  the  service  of 
a  railroad,  steamship  or  other  freight  trans- 
portation company,  and  who,  at  the  time 
of  makmg  application,  are  in  the  employ 
of  such  a  company,  shaU  be  eligible  to  mem- 
bership"; and 

WHEREAS,  The  above-quoted  clause  of 
Section  78  in  nowise  indicates  jurisdiction 
over  stenographers,  typewriters  or  bookkeep- 
ers; and 

WHEREAS,  The  charter  and  jurisdictional 
rights  of  Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Book- 
keepers ft  Assistants'  Union  11,778,  granted 
in  1904,  gives  autonomy  to  this  organisa- 
tion over  stenographers,  typewriters,  book- 
keepers and  office  assistants:  and 

WHEREAS,  The  above  irrefutable  facta 
indicate  unqualifiedly  a  trespass  by  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks  upon  the 
legitimate  jurisdictional  claims  granted  the 
Stenographers,  Typewriters,  Bookkeepers  ft 
Assistants'  Union  11,778;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convention  go  on 
record  as  instructing  the  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Clerks  to  transfer  to  the  Stenog- 
raphers. Typewriters,  Bookkeepers  ft  As- 
sistants, 11,773,  within  sixty  days,  all  ste- 
noi^raphers,  tjrpewriters  and  bookkeepvsra 
within  the  folds  of  that  organisation  who  are 
now  employed  in  the  excutive  offices  of 
the  Southern  Railway-  Company,  Washington, 
D.  C. 

Your  committee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence  in   this    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  202 — By  Delegates  E.  C. 
Scott,  Stenographers,  Bookkeepers  and  As- 
sisUnts'  No.  11.778,  Washington.  D.  C: 
Patrick  J.  Cahillane.  City  Employes'  Local 
No.  16,961,  Harry  L.  Fincke.  Counter  Time- 
keeper and  Clerks'  No.  16,699;  Thomas  O. 
Spacey,  Stenographers,  Bookkeepers,  Typists, 
Office  Assistants'  Union  No.  14,491,  Denver, 
Colo. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  approximately  forty 
locals  of  office  workers  in  various  cities 
throughout  the  United  States;  and 

WHEREAS,  A  large  number  of  these  lo- 
cals, involving  approximately  80  per  cent, 
of  the  membership  are  petitioning  for  the 
issuance  of  a  charter  for  an  international 
organisation  of  office  workers;  and 
'  WHEREAS,  The  field  of  organization  in 
this  class  of  work  is  as  large,  if  not  larger, 
than  that  of  any  organization  now  affiliated 
with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor;  and 
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WHEREAS,  No  materUl  progrMi  can  b« 
made  without  the  aid  of  an  intamatioBal 
orsanixation.  and  all  organisations  must  start 
on  a  small  scale,  as  is  eyidenced  by  thm 
fact  that  there  are  now  approximately  thirty 
national  and  intemationju  unions  with  • 
membership  of  1,800  or  less;  and 

WHEREAS,  Approximately  75  per  cent 
of  the  members  of  the  above  Mcab  are 
not  employed  in  labor  union  oftees,  and  it 
is  totally  inconsistent  and  at  variance  with 
trade  union  principles  and  policies  for  the 
officers  of  any  labor  union  employing  offiee 
help  to  put  any  obstaele  whatsoever  In  the 
way  of  the  advancement  of  fellow  unionists 
and  thus  prevent  the  formation  of  an  in- 
ternational and  its  subsequent  undoubted 
growth;  tiierefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federatkm 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  at  Atlantle 
City,  N.  J.,  issue  an  international  charter  to 
the  local  unions  throughout  the  United 
States,  with  the  Jurisdiction  now  assigned 
to  these  various   local  unions. 

Your  committee  is  favorably  impressed  to- 
ward the  formation  of  an  international  union 
of  stenographers,  bookkeepers,  typists  and 
office  assistants  under  such  conditions  as  will 
attract  the  affiliation  of  the  men  and  women 
employed  in  commercial  offices  as  distin- 
guisliMd  from  governmental  departments, 
national,  state  and  municipal  and  as  will 
prevent  discriminatory  requirements  and  as- 
sure a  common  application  of  accepted  and 
recognized  trade  union  ethics  and  standards 
to  all  classes  of  employers.  Your  committee 
is  likewise  impressed  with  the  need  of  clearly 
defining  the  jurisdiction  of  the  international 
organisation  herein  recommended  to  avoid 
.unpleasant  and  unfortunate  trade  and  juris- 
dictional   controversies. 

To  accomplish  these  ends  your  committee 
recommends  reference  of  this  resolution  to 
the  Executive  Council  for  the  puiposes  here- 
in  indicated  and  in  the  event  difficulties 
should  arise  which  may  retard  the  full  de-^ 
velopment  of  the  plans  herein  recommended, 
the  Executive  Council  is  authorised  to  pre- 
sent such  difficulties  to  the  next  convention 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  for  further  consideration. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Scott,  Stenographers'  Union  No. 
11,778,  spoke  briefly  in  commendation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  and  requested  that 
the  committee  add  to  the  report  a  provision 
that  a  conference  be  called  by  the  Executive 
Council  within  six  months. 

Delegate  Forrester,  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
way Clerks,  stated  that  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  issuance  of  an  international 
charter  to  the  stenographers,  bookkeepers 
and  assistants,  if  their  jurisdictional  lines 
could  be  so  outlined  as  to  keep  them  from 
interfering  with  the  rights  of  the  interna- 
tional organisations  that  are  now  affiliated 
with   the  American   Federation   of   Labor. 

Secretary  Well,  of  the  committee,  stated 
that  the  action  of  the  convention,  just  pre- 


viously taken,  in  denying  the  request  of  the 
Stenographers'  organisation  dontalned  in  Res- 
olution No.  207,  has  conflrmed  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Railway  Clerks  over  those  they 
now  have  in  their  organisation.  He  stated 
further  that  the  committee  did  not  approve 
of  the  suggestion  made  by  Delegate  Scott 
that  a  time  be  set  for  a  conference,  as  he 
believed  this  could  be  best  determined  by 
the  Executive  Council. 

Delegate  Spacey.  Stenographers'  Union  No. 
14,491,  of  Denver,  favored  the  granting  of 
an  international  charter  and  told  of  some  of 
the  things  which  had  been  acomplished  ter 
the  office  workers  in  Denver.  He  stated 
further  that  he  had  consulted  with  Delegate 
Forrester  of  the  Railway  Clerks,  and  was 
of  the  opinion  that  an  amicable  under- 
standing had  been  reached  between  them  in 
reference   to   jurisdictional   Hues. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  waa 
adopted  unanimously. 

The  committee  reported  jointly  on  Rasohn* 
tions  Nos.  84  and  46.  The  resohitlons  are 
as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  84 — By  Hatters'  delegates. 

WHEREAS.  The  union  label  of  the  United 
Hatters  of  North  America  at  the  present 
time  Is  only  used  in  felt,  straw,  Panama 
and  wool  hats;  and 

WHEREAS,  Union  men  who  desire  to  wear 
cloth  hats  and  caps  which  contain  a  union 
label  recognised  by  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  cannot  do  so  because  the 
United  Hatters  of  North  America,  the  only 
organisation  in  the  head  gear  industry  affili- 
ated with  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
have  not  jurisdiction  over  that  branch  of  tho 
industry;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  recent  convention  of  the 
United  Hatters  of  North  America  instructed 
its  delegates  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  ask  for  an  extension  of  the  charter  rights 
of  the  United  Hatters  of  North  America,  so 
as  to  cover  the  entire  head  gear  industry  for 
men,  woisen  and  children;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  ex- 
tend the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  Hatters 
of  North  America  so  as  to  include  the 
making  of  all  fur,  felt,  wool,  straw,  Panama, 
velvet,  cloth  and  silk  hats  for  men.  women 
and  children,  also  the  making  of '  hats  or 
caps  of  any  other  material  which  might  be 
used   in   the   head   gear   industry. 

Resolution  No.  46 — By  Delegates  M.  J. 
Sillinsky  of  the  Journeymen  Tailors'  Union 
of  America,  and  Max  Oorenstein  of  the  I.  L. 
G.  W.   W. 

WHEREAS.  As  a  result  of  the  jurisdic- 
tional controversy  between  the  United  Hat- 
ters of  North  America  and  the  United  Cloth 
Hat  and  Cap  Makers  of  North  America  over 
the  millinery  trade,  the  latter  organisation 
was  suspended  from  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Hatters  at  their 
last  convention  held  in  the  City  of  New 
York  during  the  month  of  May,  1010,  have» 
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aocordins  . .%o>.  prets  ,.ir«iK>rt8»  chaBffed  >  their 
attitv(»t  to.  tfr«.  f;^; .  trade  and  decided  to 
claim ,  jan^diction  over  the  tr^^e,  which  b 
practl<e^l7  one  hnndt^d  per  eetai  organised 
und6r  tfae^  baAnnr  df  the  United  Cloth  Hat 
and  Cap  Makers  of  Korth  America;  and 

WHEREAS,  Witii  tide  new  atUtude  of  the 
United  Battels,  the  ivrisdietional  tangle  and 
strife  between,  them  and  the  United  Cloth 
H^t ,  an4 .  Cap  Makers :  -vfill  naturally  srow 
still  more  bitter  and  prejndieial  to  the  in- 
terests and  progress  of  all  the  headgear 
workersvwhcther  felt  hatters,  millinery  work- 
ers oD'Cloth  hat  and  cap  makers;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  UAited  Ck>th  Hat  and 
Cap  i Makers, are  knowm  .to  favor  amalgama- 
tion jvith,  jthe  United  Hatters,  i^nd  have  intro- 
duced a  resolution  to  that  effect  at  the 
Budalo  Convention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. :  there- 
fore»  1»e  it 

RESOLVED,  That  with  the  United  Hatters 
now  daimins  JuiisdioiUm  over  tiie  anttra 
membership  ol  the  United  Cloth  Hat  and 
Gap  Makers,  they,  oanuot  leasonably  refuse 
amalgamation  with  this  latter  organitttfon 
and  that  the  Executive  Council  therefore  be 
in^CrHeted  to  call  a  conference  of  both  organ- 
isations for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about 
amalgamation   between   them. 

Yo«B  committee  recommends  approval  of 
Res9,lutio|i.  No.  84  and  favors  the  extension 
of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  Hatters  of 
Hatten  of  North  Amerioa  as  therein  indi- 
cated. We  urge  and  recommend  further  that 
the  EitecntiVe  Council  and  the  officers  of 
the-  American  Federation  of  Labor  use  their 
good  offices  to  the  end  that  all  employed  in 
the  making  of  cloth  hats  and  caps  will  Join 
and  affiliate  themselves  with  the  United  Hat- 
ters of  North  America. 

Your  <  committee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence  in   Resolution  No.   46. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  repo'rt 
of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Heller,  Ladies'  Garment  Work- 
ers: A  point  of  order.  According  to  the 
constitution  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  and  the  ruling  6f  the  President  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  in  yeiterday's  deebion  in  the 
ease  of  the  steam  shovel  men,  there  can 
be  no  charter  rights  given  unless  a  charter 
has  been  revoked.  To .  my  knowledge  the 
charter .  of  the  Cloth  Hat  and  Cap  Makers 
has  not  been  revoked  as  yet;  they  have 
only   been  suspended. 

Vice-President  Duncan:  The  point  of 
order  is  not  well  teken. 

Delegate  Sillinsky,  Tailors,  spoke  at  length 
in  behalf  of  the  hat  and  cap  makers  and 
claimed  that  the  charter  of  that  organiza- 
tion had  not  yet  been  revoked. 

Vice-President  Duncan:  I  am  authorized 
by '  the  Chairman  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
committee  te  say  that  if  it  will  faeilitete 
matters  they  have  no  objection  te  a  division 
of  this  subject,  so  that  the  two  resolutions 
can   be  considered   separately. 

Delegate  Lennon,  Bloomingten  Trades  and 
Labor  Assembly,  I  object  te  a  division  of 
the  subject. 


.President  Gompers:  I  think  ther^  is  no 
delegate  in  this  convention  who  b  more  de- 
sirous than  I  that  the  deebion  of  the  Ameri- 
eah  F^deratioh  of  Labor  shall  be  lived  up 
to  io  the  fullest.  I  know  something  of 
the  two  organizations  involved  in  thb  en- 
tire matter,  one  existing  for  a  long,  long 
period  of  years,  the  other  growing  up  and 
strengthening  under  the  very  observation 
of  those  who  knew  and  understood  the  work. 
I  was  very  closely  attached  to  the  industry 
of  eap  making;  there  were  a  number  of 
members  of  my  family,  quite  near,  who 
were  cap  makers.  I  know  of  the  mbery, 
of  the  poverty,  and  of  the  long  hours  in  that 
industry;'!  know  of  the  light  that  has  been 
brought  into  the  life  and  tha  work  of  the  cap 
makers.  I  am  not  going  to  eulogize  that 
body,  I  simply  want  to  call  attention  to  a 
fact. 

The  Cloth  Hat  and  Cap  Makers  unwar- 
rantebly  interfered  with  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  United  Hatters  of  North  America,  re- 
fused to  abide  by  the  laws  and  the  decbions 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  flag- 
rantly violated  them,  and  for  that  off  en  w 
that  organization  was  suspended  from  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  until  it  com- 
plies with  the  decision  rendered.  If  that 
which  is  before  us  now  is  adopted;  and 
supposing  tomorrow  or  next  week  the  Cloth 
Hat  and  Cap  Makers'  organisation  would 
come  to  the  office  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  or  send  a  letter,  steting  that  the 
organization  now  yields  to  the  decision  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  what 
will  be  the  consequence?  The  organization, 
automatically  reaffiliated  and  reinsteted.  flnds 
that  the  decision  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  another  matter  involves 
their   practical    disbandment. 

I  realize  it  is  hardly  fair,  after  a  delegate 
has  spoken,  to  offer  a  motion  which  prac- 
tically cute  off  debate.  Therefore  I  am  not 
going  to  offer  it  as  a  motion,  after  address- 
ing the  convention,  but  I  do  suggest  that 
the  entire  subject  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Executive  Council  for  such  action  as  it  may 
deem  advisable,  and  that  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Council,  whatever  it  may  be  in 
the  prembes,  shall  stend  as  the  action  of 
this  convention. 

Delegate  Schlesinger,  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers:  I  desire  to  offer,  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report  of  the  committee,  the 
suggestion  offered  by  President  Gompers. 
(Seconded   and    carried.) 

The  report  of  the  committee,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

Delegate  Lawlor,  United  Hatters,  arose  to 
request  that  he  be  permitted  to  speak  on 
the  resolution  which  he  had  introduced. 

Vice-President  Duncan  ruled  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  had  been  dbposed  of  by  the 
convention. 
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SecreUry  Woll  contliiH«d  the  report  of 
the  committee. 

Resolution  No.  208 — ^By  Delegate  Martin 
T.  Joyce,  of  the  International  Brotherhood 
of  Elc<Jtrical  Workers. 

WHEREAS.  The  insurance  asrents  have 
made  many  attempts  to  organise,  to  shorten 
their  hours  of  lahor.  and  better  their  work- 
ing conditions,  but  every  attempt  has  been 
met  by  wholesale  discharge;  therefore,  be  it 
RESOLVED.  That  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record 
as  instructing  the  Executive  Board  to  take 
up  the  matter  of  granting  the  insurance 
agents  a  charter. 

While  favorably  impressed,  your  commit- 
tee is  nevertheless  of  the  opinion  that  the 
question  of  organising  insurance  agents 
should  first  be  investigated  by  the  Executive 
Council  as  to  the  advisability  and  feasibility 
of  such  an  organisation  and  that  it  be  au- 
thorised to  take  such  action  as  its  investiga- 
tion may  warrant. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  reference  of  this 
resohition  to  the  Executive  Council  to  be 
considered  and  acted  on  in  accordance  with 
this  opinion  and  recommendation. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  210— By  Delegate  Harry  L. 
Spencer,  of  the  Texas  State  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS,  There  are  thousands  of  skilled 
mechanics  and  laborers  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction and  repair  of  wooden  ships  in  tne 
United  States;  and  ^^  -     .*  i 

WHEREAS,  In  ordef  that  matters  of  vital 
interest  concerning  those  employed  in  wooden 
shipbuilding  and  impairing  may  be  given  ad- 
eaiuite  attention,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that 
a  department  covering  all  th*se  workers  be 
created:   therefore,  be  it  «^        „  , 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Texas  State  Federa- 
tion be  instructed  to  have  this  matter 
brought  before  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  (>>n- 
vention  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
by  iU  duly  elected  delegate,  urging  the  cre- 
ation of  a  department  for  those  employed 
in  the  construction  and  repairs  of  wooden 
ships;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  creation  of  thU  de- 
partment shall  in  nowise  affect  other  trades 
departments  of  the  A. .  F.  of  L.  already  in 
existence. 

Your  committee  believes  that  the  subject 
of  this  resolution  is  one  for  consideration 
by  the  international  unions  directly  inter- 
ested, and  in  order  that  this  subject  may  be 
called  to  their  attention,  we  recommend  ref- 
erence of  this  resolution  to  the  Executive 
Council  for  this   purpose. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

President  Gompers  offered  the  following 
motion:  That  in  all  cases  where  resolutions 
have  been  withdrawn  at  the  request  of  the 
introducers,  the  introduction  of  the  resolu- 
tions, the  requests  for  their  withdrawal,  the 
reports  of  the  committees,  and  all  reference 
to   these   resolutions    be  expunged   from  the 


record.     The  motion  was  seconded  and  car- 

Prohibition  of  Immigration 

The  Executive  Council,  in  its  report,  calls 
attention  under  this  caption,  to  the  passing 
of  Mr.  Burnett  and  directs  attention  to  his 
staunch  championship  and  advocacy  of  labor's 
demands  and  for  the  furtherance  of  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  generally.  Your  com- 
mittee regrets  to  learn  of  the  loss  of  thU 
friend  of  labor  and  recommends  approval  of 
the  appreciation  for  helpful  services  ren- 
dered to  the  wage  earners  of  our  country 
by  Mr.  Burnett,  as  expressed  in  the  report 
of   the   Executive   Council. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
unanimously  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  227— By  Committee  on  Ex- 
ecutive Council's  Report: 

The  committee  has  been  advised  that 
musicUns  have  been  exempt  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Alien  Contract  Labor  Law  on 
the  cUim  that  they  are  artists. 

This  exemption  is  made  ^  'pite  of  the 
fact  that  the  law  does  not  speciflcaUy  exempt 

""  ThilT'^tlce  subjects  the  America^  musi- 
cians to  competition  of  foreign  musician, 
imported  under  contract. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  committee  the  term 
"Artists"  applies  only  to  such  producers  to 
♦K.  intellecSua  field  who  in  their  quest  for 

Srcompetition;  namely.  «eulP*o"'  P'^^tf!: 
musical  composers  or  virtuosos  anddoes  not 
apply  to  musicians  who  work  for  wag«  ana 
X  in  aU  else  are  subjected  to  •^^  aff»^ 

^^  .*^^-^F:rrr^r:Lo"ns-lt^^ 
:::^ZeJs''l^^'^e'^^-^^^  council^-" 
JSe  injustice  and  error  <>' /^f«Pi\°«  "^Tn 
clans  from  the  operation  of  ^^\f^^^^'^/^^' 
trtS  Labor  Law  to  the  attention  of  ^e 
sl^r?  of  Labor  and  requests  its  correction 
and^^e  all  other  necessary  stops  to  secur. 
to    musicians    the    protectton    of   the    Alieii 

^t^s  mored1;:i  seconded  that  the  ^c- 
ommendation  of  the  committee  be  concurred 

*^Delegato  Weber.  Musicians,  in  discussing 
the  qu^tion  said,  in  part:  '^You  all  njmem- 
ber  the  action  of  the  government  in  deport- 
ing  the  conductor  of  the  Boston  Symphony 
Orchestra,  who  refused  to  Pjf^  *^«  ^ationja 
Anthem  during  the  war.  That  J  J»»«  ^^^^ 
non-union  orchestra  to  the  United  States 
today.  The  owner  of  the  orchestra,  Mr. 
Higginson.  a  multi-millionaire,  said  some 
years  ago  that  he  would  see  to  it  that  the 
American  Federation  of  Musicians  would  be 
put  out  of  business.  He  has  not  been  suc- 
cessful yet.  What  he  has  been  successful 
in  doing  was  to  swamp  this  country  with 
musicians  from  abroad.  He  got  musicians 
from  central  Europe,  kept  them  to  the  or- 
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chMtra  for  teToral  jmn,  and  tlMD  th« 
Federation  of  MosiciaxiB  bas  to  take  care  of 
them.  The  American  Federation  of  Musicians 
proceeded  to  break  up  that  affgresation  of 
fbreiffnert,  if  you  please,  and  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  couTincins  about  thirty  of  those 
lading  musicians  that  their  place  is  with 
organised  labor.  Two  days  ago  I  receiTod 
a  letter  from  Boston  saying  that  the  Boston 
Symphony  Orchestra  is  going  to  bring  a 
number  of  musicians  from  Europa.  I  hope 
the  delegates  will  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

The  motion  to  adopt  tha  recommendatioB 
of  the  committee  was  carried  unanimously. 
Oondnsion 

A  careful  review  and  unbiased  observa- 
tion of  all  the  activities  and  accomplish- 
ments of  the  American  Labor  Movement, 
as  related  in  the  report  of  the  Executive 
Council  demonstrates  conclusively  that  our 
movement  is  the  peer  of  all  organised  efforts 
to  protect  and  defend  the  rights  of  man 
and  to  bring  into  being  a  better  life,  greater 
happiness  and  a  larger  degree  of  justice  and 
democracy. 

The  trade-union  movement,  as  exemplified 
in  the  report  of  the  Executive  Ck>uncil,  in 
its  broadest  terms  is  the  effort  of  men  to 
live  the  lives  of  men.  It  is  the  systematic 
struggle  of  the  masses  to  attain  more  leisure 
and  larger  economic  resources.  It  is  the 
conceived  movement  for  self  and  others  di- 
rected against  oppression  in  every  form.  It 
is  a  constant  recognition  of  the  fact  that 
men  and  women  of  the  mine,  the  shop,  the 
mill,  the  factory,  are  men  and  women — not 
cattle  or  articles  of  commerce.  It  is  a 
movement  of  protest  against  all  conditions 
that  tend  toward  the  degradation  of  human- 
ity. 

Tour  committee  is  cognisant  of  the  fact 
that  all  our  successes  and  achievements  are 
not  attributable  solely  to  one  man  or  set  of 
men  and  that  without  the  united  support  of 
all  organised  wage-earners,  little  progress 
would  have  been /realized.  Tour  committee, 
however,  appreciates  the  value  of  keen,  in- 
telligent, loyal  and  devoted  leadership,  which 
Qualities  have  been  clearly  and  abundantly 
manifested  on  all  occasions  by  the  President 
of  our  Federation,  Mr.  Samuel  Gompers. 

Tour  committee  therefore  urges  an  expres- 
sion by  this  convention  of  appreciation  in 
behalf  of  the  workers  of  America  for  the 
loyal,  devoted,  self-sacriilcing  and  extremely 
helpful  services  contributed  by  President 
Gompers  to  our  movement,  to  our  nation, 
and  to  all  lovers  of  freedom.  Justice  and 
democracy,  and  to  express  to  him  our  deep 
and  heartfelt  sympathy  for  the  great  sorrow 
and  loss  which  he  experienced  during  the 
past  year  and  for  the  unfortunate  injury 
to  which  he  was  subjected  in  the  recent  past. 

To  the  Secretary,  the  Treasurer  and  all 
members  of  the  Executive  Council,  your 
committee  likewise   recommends   expressions 


of  our  sincere  appreciation  for  the  great 
and  valuable  services  rendered,  and  for  the 
helpful  manner  in  which  they  have  at  all 
times  responded  to  the  tasks  imposed  and 
duties  required. 

The  services  performed  by  all  the  officers 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  accen- 
tuates the  fact  that  our  movement  is  founded 
on  a  lov«  that  gladly  sacrifices  for  the 
common  good  and  that  the  force  of  our 
movement  lies  in  the  attempt  to  bring  into 
established  order  the  idea  of  human  develop- 
ment which  has  animated  sages  and  propheta 
of  sU  ages. 

Respectfully  submitted 

Committee  on  Report  off  Executive  Cowncfl 
James  Wilson.  Matthew  Woll,  George  L. 
Berry,  Martin  Lawlor,  T.  V.  O'Connor,  Frank 
Farrington.  Jere  L.  Sullivan*  Frank  X.  Noa- 
chang,  William  P.  Chtfk,  Victor  Olander, 
William  A.  Campbell,  A.  O.  Wharton,  Thomas 
S.  Kearney,  H.  B.  Perham,  Joseph  N.  Weber. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  a  whola, 
as  amended,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

Delegate  McGowan,  Boiler  Makers:  I 
would  like  to  ascertain  what  organisation 
the  committee  has  in  mind  with  reference 
to  the  matter  of  creating  a  department  for 
those  employed  in  the  construction  and  re- 
pair of  wooden  ships. 

Secretary  Woll:  The  resolution  does  not 
indicate  what  particular  organisations  ara 
mentioned.  The  committee  recommends  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  organisations  that  ara 
or  might  be  interested. 

Delegate  McGowan:  The  International 
Brotherhood  of  Boiler  Makers  wishes  to  be 
placed  on  record  as  asking  to  be  notified 
when  that  conference  is  to  be  held. 

Secretary  Woll:  We  do  not  recommend  a 
conference;  we  merely  recommend  that  this 
resolution  be  called  to  the  attention  of  the 
international  unions  directly  interested. 

President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  RBBOLU- 
TIONS 

Delegate  Frey,  Secretary  of  the  commit- 
tee, reported  as  follows: 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  recom- 
mended that  Resolution  No.  86,  introduced 
by  Delegate  Santer,  Wilmington,  Del.,  be 
withdrswn.  The  convention  concurred  in  the 
motion  for  leave  to  withdraw  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  withdrawn. 

Resolution  No.  184  was  recommitted  to  the 
committee  after  it  had  been  discussed  in 
the  convention.    The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Resolution  No.  184 — ^By  Delegates  Luther 
C.  Stewart,  William  E.  Junker,  Martin  J. 
Leonard,  Florence  Etheridge,  National 
Federation  of   Federal  Employes. 

WHEREAS,  Under  the  present  system  of 
conducting  the  Federal  Service  thousands 
of  low-paid  employes  are  outside  the  classi- 
fication   laws    and    are    conseqently    subject 
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to  diflmiasal  upon  any  change  of  administra- 
tion; and 

WHEREAS,  This  system  is  equally  un- 
just to  the  supervisory  officers  of  the  United 
States  service  in  that  most  positions  which 
are  executive  in  character,  yet  subordinate 
in  rank,  such  as  assistant  secretaries  of 
departments  and  assistant  bureau  heads,  are 
outside  the  classified  service,  and  for  that 
reason  political  in  character,  so  that  indi- 
viduals occupying  them  are  invariably  re- 
quired to  resign  with  every  change  of  ad- 
ministration, to  the  detriment  of  depart- 
mental work  and  the  discouragement  of 
capable  executives  from  undertaking  the 
Government  service  as  a  career;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  civil  service  should 
be  so  extended  as  to  guarantee  to  all  offi- 
cials and  employes  of  a  rank  lower  than 
cabinet  officers,  permanent  tenure  during 
efficient  service ;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  this  resolu- 
tion be  sent  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  Chairman  of  the  Reclassification 
Commission. 

The  views  of  your  aommittee  not  having 
been  changed  by  anything  presented  to  it 
after  the  resubmission  of  the  resolution 
recommends  non-concurrence  with  it. 

Delegate  Etheridge,  Federal  Employes,  op- 
posed the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
and  made  a  plea  for  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution.  She  stated  that  the  adoption  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  would  encourage 
the  reactionary  interests  and  give  them  a 
chance  to  say  that  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor   is   opposed  to  civil  service. 

Secretary  Frey  stated  briefiy  the  position 
of  the  committee  in  non-concurring,  and 
said  in  part:  "Your  committee  is  of  the 
opinion  that  the  adoption  of  such  a  law 
would  transfer  our  government  from  the 
representative  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment to  the  bureaucratic  form,  to  which  it 
is  opposed.  If  we  continue  our  present 
form  of  government  it  seems  to  us  but 
reasonable  that  those  who  are  responsible 
as  members  of  the  Cabinet  should  have  the 
right  to  surround  themselves  by  those  of 
their  own  selection.  Nothing  would  create 
a  more  impossible  condition  than  the  elec- 
tion of  truly  progressive  representatives  and 
then  to  find  that  the  members  of  the  Cabinet 
of  that  government  did  not  have  it  in  their 
power  to  choose  their  own  immediate  as- 
sistants and  representatives.  Bear  in  mind 
that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  would 
approve  the  establishment  of  a  bureaucratic 
form  of  government,  such  a  form  of  govern- 
ment as  would  make  it  absolutely  impossible 
for  a  Cabinet  to  function  successfully.  We 
report  as  we  do,  not  because  the  committee 
is  opposed  to  the  extension  of  civil  service 
for  government  employes,  but  because  we 
are  opposed  to  anything  tending  to  fasten 
upon  the  American  people  a  bureaucratic 
form  of  government. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  18 — By  Delegate  Peter  Bol- 


lenbacher  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of 
Labor. 

WHEREAS.  The  railroad  managers  are 
constantly  interfering  with  the  efforts  of 
the  Government  to  make  Government  owner- 
ship of  railroads  a  financial  success,  by  pil- 
ing up  needless  expenses  and  by  placing 
all  manner  of  obstacles  in  the  way  of  effi- 
cient administration;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Federation  of  Labor  make  an  inves- 
tigation of  these  conditions  in  this  State,  and 
that  we  call  upon  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  Convention  to  make  similar  investi- 
gations in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

Your  committee  submits  the  following  as 
a  substitute  for  Resolution  No.  18: 

That  this  convention  instruct  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  co-operate  with  the  railway  em- 
ployes' organisations  dealing  with  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 

adopted. 

The  committee  reported  on  Resolutions 
Nos.  78.  141,  and  199,  dealing  with  the  same 
subject  matter,  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  78— By  ^•^^t^^  J^\±: 
StrickUnd,  of  the  PortUnd.  Ore.,  Central 
Labor  Council. 

WHEREAS,  Back  of  all  wars  of  conjj;^* 
is  the  spirit  of  brutality,  greed  and  comrwr- 
cialism.  And  back  of  aU  "^olutiomMT  wars 
for  redress  of  wrongs  is  the  spirit  of  in- 
dwSdeSce,   liberty.  Justice  and  democracy; 

"^WHEREAS,  Much  credit  is  always  due, 
but  uTiSuy  denied,  to  the  extremist  w;ho 
u?ges  and  advocates  radical  and  wvolu- 
SSSTry  reform  measures  'or  appUcation  to 
our  industrial  order,  inasmuch  as  J5»  k*^ 
vision  is  always  percursory  to  a  discovery 
of  existing  evils;  and 

WHEREAS,  All  adjustments  and  supple- 
ments are  of  the  nature  of  a  compromise 
and  the  conclusion  arrived  at  could  not  be 
of  an  advancing  nature  except  for  the  ex- 
treme measures  and  need  of  changes  put 
forth  by  these  radicals;  and 

WHEREAS,  Our  Government,  while  we 
boast  of  maintaining  an  asylum  for  PoHtic*! 
offenders  of  the  entire  world,  hw,  during 
recent  years  been  most  extremely  severe 
with  such  "alleged"  offenders ;  and 

WHEREAS,  In  a  vast  majority  of  cases 
the  victims  of  prosecution  or  persecution 
under  the  espionage  act  have  appeared  more 
in  the  light  of  violators  of  "a  legal"  pro- 
tection, claimed  by  the  predatory  interests 
and  of  "vested  rights"  than  as  enemies  of 
our  free  institutions;  and 

WHEREAS,  None,  not  even  the  most  im- 
perialistic, among  the  European  governments 
are  so  ceaselessly  continuing  to  punish  their 
labor  leaders  and  radical  reformers  for  the 
use  of  "free  speech  and  a  free  press"  as  is 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  of 
America;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  in  regular  session  assembled,  at 
Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  that  this  body  recom- 
mend and  urge  all  stato,  central  and  local 
unions  to  at  once  petition  Congress  and  all 
legislative  or  executive  powers  to  immediate- 
ly have  released  from  all  prisons  in  America 
all  men  and  women  held  as  violators  of  the 
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espionage  act  and  similar  laws  which  were 
enacted  as  a  war  emersrency  or  for  other 
reasons,  except  those  persons  proven  srnilty 
of  high  treason.  Also  to  demand  the  im- 
mediate repeal  of  all  such  laws  tending  to 
restrict  the  rights  of  free  speech,  a  free 
press  and  the  peaceable  assembling  as  is 
guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Resolution  No.  141 — ^By  Delegate  Benjamin 
Schlesinger,  Max  Gorenstein,  Jacob  Heller, 
Al  Laporta,  L  Feinberg.  and  M.  Freidman, 
of  the  International  Ladies'  Garment  Work- 
ers* Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled,  urge 
upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  grant  complete  amnesty  to  all  political 
prisoners  convicted  under  the  special  emer- 
gency laws  enacted  by  Congress  during  the 
war,  and  the  repeal  of  all  such  laws  as 
interfering  with  the  normal  exercise  of 
American  liberties  guaimnteed  by  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Resolution  No.  199 — By  Delegate  J. 
Mahlon  Barnes,  of  the  Cigar  Makers'  Inter- 
national Union  of  America. 

WHEREAS,  Thousands  of  American  citi- 
zens, by  reason  of  prosecution  under  the 
espionage  act — a  war-time  measure — are  now 
incarcerated  or  under  sentence,  or  prosecu- 
tion for  conscience  sake,  or  for  exercising 
their  constitutional  rights  of  free  speech, 
free  press  or  free  assemblage,  or  for  in- 
dustrial activities  in  behalf  of  the  working 
class;  and 

WHEREAS,  Public  meetings  are  yet  be- 
ing broken  up,  speakers  jailed,  the  press 
muzzled  and  personal  letters  rifled;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  was  claimed  and  popularly 
understood  that  the  espionage  law  was  adopt- 
ed to  protect  the  United  States  against  ene- 
mies of  the  country  and  particularly  against 
spies;  and 

WHEREAS,  These  men  and  women  are  not 
criminals,  but  are  victims  of  the  alleged  spy 
law,  upon  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  re- 
peatedly sidestepped  a  decision.  A  law  under 
which  no  spy  was  ever  brought  to  Court; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Federal  Judges  have  acquired 
the  habit  of  saying  ten  years,  twenty  years 
or  more,  in  many  cases  practically  life  sen- 
tences; and 

WHEREAS,  These  Court  sentences  upon 
civilians,  in  the  aggregate,  amount  to  about 
24.000  years,  more  drastic  than  that  of  any 
modern  civilized  nation,  and  this  is  exclusive 
of  the  extra  severe  and  vicious  sentences 
imposed  by  military  court-martial  upon  selec- 
tive drafters,  mostly  religious  conscientious 
objectors:  and 

WHEREAS,  Political  prisoners  in  a  de- 
mocracy is  an  innovation  and  a  tragedy, 
many  other  countries  having  already  freed 
their  war-time  political  and  industrial  pris- 
oners, and  that  organized  labor  is  demand- 
ing in  every  country  the  release  of  those 
yet  in  bondage;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we  demand  from  the 
Federal  authorities  the  re-establishment  and 
maintenance  of  American  political  and  civil 
rights,  free  speech,  free  press  and  free  as- 
semblage; and,   be   it  further 


RESOLVED,  That  we  demand  the  imme- 
diate release  of  all  persons  in  the  United 
States,  prosecuted  or  now  in  prison  for 
political  opinion,  industrial  activities  or  re- 
ligious  belief. 

Your  Committee  recommends  the  foUowing 
as   a  substitute   for   Resolution   No.    199: 

That  this  convention  express  its  insistent 
demand  that  immediately  following  the  sign- 
ing of  the  peace  treaty  all  laws  in  any  way 
limiting  or  infringing  upon  the  right  of  free 
speech,  of  a  free  press,  and  freedom  of  as- 
sembly which  were  enacted  as  war  measures, 
shall  be  repealed.  No  recommendation  is 
presented  for  a  general  pardon  of  all  those 
who  have  been  sentenced  under  the  espion- 
age act  or  in  connection  with  industrial 
crimes.  There  are  instances  where  com- 
mutations of  sentences  or  pardons  are  war- 
ranted; there  are  undoubtedly  many  instances 
where  the  sentences  imposed  were  fully 
justified.  ^ 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Schlesinger,  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers,  in  discussing  the  question,  said 
in  part:  "I  desire  to  speak  on  this  resohi- 
tion,  although  some  of  the  delegates,  and 
particularly  some  of  the  representatives  of 
the  press  wiU  probably  say  that  some  of 
those  speaking  in  favor  of  this  are  not 
Americans  and  are  not  loyal,  as  was  said 
yesterday  or  the  day  before  when  one  of  our 
resoluUons  was  discussed.  It  is  true  I  am 
a  garment  worker;  it  is  true  I  am  an  immi- 
grant, but  I  have  done  as  much  to  help  the 
workers  in  this  country  as  anyone  here.  I 
have  been  in  the  movement  twenty-five  years 
and  I  have  don^  as  much  as  I  could  during 
that  time  for  the  labor  movement. 

I  do  not  see  any  reason  whatever  for  the 
committee's  recommendation  on  that  reso- 
luUon;  I  do  not  see  why  they  do  not  make 
reference  to  those  poUtical  prisoners  who 
were  arrested  during  the  war.  In  Russia, 
even  in  the  time  of  the  Czar,  amnesty  was 
often  granted.  When  Czar  Nicholas  was 
married— I  suppose  he  felt  very  happy  over 
It—he  granted  amnesty  to  many  prisoners; 
when  his  first  daughter  was  bom  there  was 
another  amnesty,  and  as  he  had  five  daugh- 
ters there  were  five  amnesties,  and  when  his 
son  was  bom  he  gave  a  double  amnesty. 
I  see  no  reason  why  this  country  shouM 
not  be  so  happy  over  the  ending  of  the  war 
that  we  cannot  do  what  was  done  in  Germany 
and  Russia,  grant  an  amnesty. 

There  may  be  some  men  in  prison  who, 
perhaps,  do  not  deserve  to  be  locked  up,  but 
inasmuch  as  they  are  locked  up  it  is  our 
duty  to  see  that  they  are  not  kept  in  prison. 
It  shows  a  feeling  of  vengeance  to  keep  them 
there,  and  I  do  not  like  to  see  that  in  the 
labor  movement.  I  do  not  think  I  am  ac- 
quainted with  more  than  half  a  dozen  of 
the  men  who  are  in  prison  under  this  law. 
Those  I  do  know  I  am  sure  are  not  criminals. 
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and  I  hope  they  vrill  not  be  kept  behind  the 
ban.  I  am  perfectly  amreeable  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Committee  on  Resolations  when 
it  speaks  of  calling  upon  Gonirress  to  repeal 
the  espionage  law  and  restore  the  right  of 
free  speech  and  free  assemblage,  and  I  want 
to  move  as  an  amendment  that  the  "Resolve** 
of  Resolution  No.  141  be  adopted  as  a  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee.'* 

President  Gompers:  The  amendment  is 
not  in  order.  The  committee  offers  a  sub- 
stitute  for   that    resolution   and    others. 

Delegate  Schoenberg,  Machinists,  in  op- 
posing the  recommendation  of  the  commit- 
tee, said  in  part:  "I  am  fully  aware  that 
to  speak  against  the  report  of  the  committee 
and  in  favor  of  the  resolutions  introduced 
is  not  taking  the  popular  side  in  this  con- 
vention, especially  from  one  of  those  who 
has  come  from  the  other  side  of  the  At- 
lantic. But  while  I  came  from  the  other 
side  I  am  an  American  citizen,  and  not  by 
accident  either,  but  by  choice.  And  I  in- 
tend to  be  just  SB  good  and  just  ai  loyal 
as  any  of  those  who  are  here  accidentally. 
I  have  lived  in  Germany,  France.  South 
Africa,  and  other  countries,  and  I  was  al- 
ways a  good  standing  member  of  the  so- 
called  bona  fide  trade  unions;  but  during  all 
these  years  I  never  saw  as  much  despotism 
as  I  have  seen  in  this  free  country  of  the 
United  States.  During  the  war  in  Germany 
the  imperial  German  government,  one  of  the 
most  autocratic  governments,  did  not  dare 
to  arrest  men  so  deliberately  as  men  were 
arrested  in  this  country.  Make  a  compari- 
son between  Karl  Liebknecht  and  Eugene 
Debs  of  this  country.  When  Karl  Liebknecht 
was  arrested  he  was  given  five  years 
for  a  bigger  crime  in  the  eyes  of  the  Ger- 
man autocratic  government  than  the  crime 
committed  by  Eugene  Debs  in  this  country, 
in  the  minds  of  the  American  people. 

While  I  was  working  in  Germany,  Austria 
and  sonva  of  those  other  monarchical  coun- 
tries I  was  given  the  right  to  strike;  and 
I  had  the  honor  to  be  on  the  firing  line  in 
many  of  these  countries.  I  have  been  on 
the  firing  line  in  this  country,  and  here 
I  find  the  strikers  are  thrown  in  Jail  be- 
cause they  have  the  audacity  to  strike  and 
picket.  Some  of  our  men  are  in  jail  be- 
cause they  would  not  stand  for  these  con- 
ditions. I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolutions 
as  they  were  submitted  by  the  delegates  and 
I  am  opposed  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee." 

Secretary  Frey:  Some  of  the  statements 
which  have  just  been  made  call  for  a  reply. 
I  happen  to  be  fortunate  enough  to  be  an 
American  by  accident.  If  I  were  a  world 
trotter  and  discovered  that  the  country  in 
which  I  lived  had  the  most  despotic  form  of 
government  I  should  probably  move  to  some 
other  country  and  not  stay  in  that  one.  We 
have  listened  to  a  comparison  of  the  liberty 


of  the  German  government  as  compared  with 
the  despotism  of  the  American  government. 
At  least  we  hold  our  conventions  without 
police  supervision.  We  have  no  representa- 
tive of  the  Government  sitting  on  the  plat- 
form to  see  that  the  debate  follows  along 
circumscribed  lines — lines  circumscribed  by 
the  Government.  The  trade  union  movement 
of  Germany  has  been  unable  to  function 
except  when  under  direct  police  supervision. 
In  attending  meetings  of  trade  unionists  in 
Germany  I  found  to  my  surprise  that  police 
officials  were  on*  the  platform  and  the  mo- 
ment a  speaker  said  anything  contrary  to 
what  the  police  thought  was  in  accord  with 
the  desires  of  the  imperial  German  govern- 
ment, that  speaker  stopped  instantly. 

As  long  as  the  question  has  been  brought 
up  and  comparisons  are  made  to  the  dis- 
paragement of  the  country  of  which  I  am  a 
citixen,  I  want  to  say  that  when  repre- 
sentatives of  the  German  trade  union  move- 
ment have  been  sitting  in  conventions  of 
international  labor,  and  not  only  conventions 
of  the  International  Federation  of  Trade 
Unions  but  in  conventions  of  the  Internation- 
al Socialist  Party,  the  German  delegates  have 
stopped  meetings  and  called  conferences  be- 
cause of  the  introduction  of  resolutions  by 
American  delegates  calling  for  something 
in  the  line  progressive  action  which  the  Ger- 
man delegates  told  the  American  delegates 
they  could  not  even  listen  to  and  return 
to  their  own  countrv.  They  begged  the 
American  delegates  to  withdraw  those  reso- 
lutions so  that  they  might  not  be  forced 
to  leave  the  conference.  Talk  about  your 
liberty?  Well,  we  don't  want  that  kind  of 
liberty   in  these  United  States. 

You  have  had  your  attention  called  to  a 
sentence  imposed  upon  one  German  because 
of  his  views.  The  delegate  has  very  care- 
fully refzmlned  from  calling  your  attention 
to  the  large  number  of  German  workers  who 
were  killed  by  machine  guns,  fired  by  Ger- 
man troops,  because  they  endeavored  to  ex- 
press some  of  their  opinions  while  the  war 
was  in  progress  in  Germany,  and  I  ask  him 
whether  in  this  country  machine  guns  have 
been  turned  upon  American  workers  even 
when  they  struck  in  defense  of  their  rights 
while  the  war  was  on. 

I  should  not  have  referred  to  the  matters 
I  have  just  mentioned  were  it  not  for  the 
very  unfortunate  comparison  made  on  the 
floor  of  this  convention  as  between  the  free- 
dom enjoyed  by  the  workers  of  Germany  and 
the  freedom  enjoyed  by  the  workers  of  the 
United  Stetes  in  an  effort  to  make  it  appear 
that  the  workers  in  the  American  trade 
union  movement  have  not  the  opportunity 
to  function  because  our  government  is  more 
despotic  than  the  former  German  govern- 
ment and  the  government  that  has  existed 
in  Germany  during  the  war. 

Your    committee    recommends    that    upon 
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the  Qttctloii  of  the  liberation  of  aU  tho.e 
now  under  sentence  because  of  crimes  com^ 
mitted  under  the  espionage  act  or  crimw 
that  have  been  classified  as  industrial  crimes 
—that  unquestionably  some  of  those  who 
were  sentenced  should  have  their  •entences 
fcommuted  or  they  should  be  pardoned.  On 
the  other  hand  there  were  undoubtedly  many 
who  received  sentences  that  they  were  auitly 
entitled  to  receive,  and  had  they  committed 
those  same  crimes  in  Germany  or  in  Europe 
during  the  war  they  would  not  be  in  prison— 
they  would  be  six  feet  under  the  sod. 

Delegate  Weaver,  Musicians,  in  support- 
ing the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
said  in  part:  "In  my  humble  opinion  it 
takes  a  great  deal  of  hardihood  to  intro- 
duce resolutions  of  that  character  at  this 
time,  and  a  great  deal  more  hardihood  to 
defend  them,  because  no  matter  how  guile- 
less the  impulse  which  inspired  them,  I  say 
to  you  that  in  the  high  court  of  public  opin- 
ion they  are  going  to  be  Interpreted  at  an  in- 
sult to  every- man  who  wore  the  uniform  of 
a  United  States  soldier.  Out  our  way  we 
feel  pretty  deeply  upon  this  subject,  because 
so  many  of  the  stars  upon  our  service  flags 
have  turned  to  gold. 

"Just  a  few  days  ago,  in  the  city  of 
Des  Moines,  Iowa,  we  received  back  the 
remnants  of  the  168th  Regiment,  the  Iowa 
unit  of  the  unconquered  and  unconquerable 
Rainbow  Division.  I  use  the  word  'remnants' 
advisedly,  because  out  of  that  little  com- 
pany 742  are  sleeping  today  where  the  June- 
time  poppies  bloom  and  where  the  European 
stars  radiate  upon  them  the  benediction  of 
everlasting  peace.  On  Memorial  Day  I  waf 
called  to  Fort  Des  Moines  Hospital  where 
there  are  nearly  200  bosrs  with  shattered 
lives,  some  minus  arms,  some  legs;  200 
from  whose  eyes  the  light  of  reason  has  for- 
ever fled,  and  in  that  wonderful  company 
the  thing  that  touched  the  very  depths  of 
our  nature  was  the  wonderful  cheerfulness 
of  ihe  company.  There  was  not  one  word 
of  fault-finding,  not  one  word  of  bitterness. 
"When  these  boys  were  suffering  all  the 
cruel  tragedy  of  the  war,  when  the  best 
blood  of  America  was  mingling  with  the 
blood  of  ether  nations,  I  want  to  ask  the 
authors  of  these  resolutions  where  were  the 
Jail-birds  for  whom  they  are  making  such 
voluminous  apologies  at  this  hour?  While 
German  intrigue  was  poisoning  the  wells 
from  Belgium  to  France  these  men  who  to- 
day are  enjoying  a  merited  incarceration 
were  poisoning  the  wells  of  Americanism 
and  doing  everything  in  their  power  to 
hamper  the  eleventh-hour  efforts  this  coun- 
try was  making  to  save  itself. 

"You  talk  about  your  constitutional  rights  I 
What  was  it  that  brought  some  of  you  peo- 
ple over  there?  While  in  the  long  night  of 
European  oppression  hope  deferred  had  made 
your   hearts    sick,     across     the    tempestuous 


bUlows  of  the  Atlantic  you  saw  the  pwl* 
flush  of  a  new  day,  a  day  in  which  liberty 
was  to  have  a  broader,  a  richer,  a  sweeter 
and  a  holier  glow  than  you  had  ever  before 
known.  And  you  came  over  here  and  you 
found  that  from  the  standpoint  «'  1»">«J*^ 
and  freedom  the  half  had  not  been  told.  But 
in  an  evil  hour  you  began  to  place  a  mis- 
construction upon  the  term  of  American 
liberty:  you  got  it  into  your  benighted 
minds  that  liberty  and  Ucense  are  synony- 
mous terms,  but  they  were  and  they  never 
will  be  in  the  history  of  the  American 
nation. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  hope  in  behalf  of  the 
sons  of  America  who  have  given  what 
Lincoln  characterises  as  'the  last  full  meaa- 
ure  of  devotion'  that  the  action  of  thia 
convention  will  be  endorsed  by  an  avalanche 
of  pro- American  votes." 

Delegate    McCullough,    of    Typographical 
Union,  in  discussing  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,   said   in  part:     "Certain   in- 
dividuals, some  of  them  citisens  by  accident, 
some  of  them  citisens  by  choice,  but  a  great 
many  of  them  not  citisens  at  all.  Uving  in 
our  communities  and  enjoying  all  the  bene- 
fits  of  citisenship  refuse  to  accept  any  of 
the    responsibUities.      They    defied    the    law 
and   in  doing  so  they  defied  the  people  of 
the  United  States.     If  they  had  been  suc- 
cessful  in    their   defiance   of   the    law   they 
would  have  been  successful  in  breaking  down 
the  great  purpose  for  which  the  people  of 
the  United   States    entered   the  war  and   to 
which  they  had  pledged  every  man  and  every 
dollar  of  all  th«  citisenship  and  all  the  wealth 
of   the    country    to    succeed.      And    because 
these  men  were  thwarted  in  their  purpose, 
because  they  were  made  to  suffer  the  pen- 
alty   that    was    prescribed    and    which    they 
voluntarily    and    insolently    invited,    we   are 
now    asked    to    recommend    that    they    be 
pardoned — as  what?    As  political  prisoners? 
For   treason!      If   they    had   committed   the 
acts  they  committed  in  this  country  in  any 
of  the  other  nations    engaged   in   that  war 
they   would   not    have    faced   the   judge   and 
jury,  they  would  have  faced  a  firing  squad. 
"What  must  the  boys  whom  we  see  walk- 
ing along  the  street  with  the  red  chevron 
on  their  arms   think  of  those  conscientiout 
objectors    who    were    given    honorable    dis- 
charges   from    the    military    service    of    the 
United  States,  with  back  pay,  and  restored 
to    their    full    rights    of    citisenship?      Oh. 
what  a  travesty  on  Justice  I     And   when  a 
clamor  went  up  against  that  action  an  In- 
vestigation was  made  and  a  committee  final- 
ly reported  that   out  of   all   that   700   who 
were  liberated  from  the  disciplinary  barracks 
at    Fort   Leavenworth    on    the    ground   that 
they  were  conscientious  objectors,  there  were 
only   89  who  professed  any  religious   belief 
and  creed  or  dogma." 

A   large  number  of  delegates  asked   that 
debate  be  closed.     President  Gompers  ruled 
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that  the  authors  of  the  resolutions  would  be 
sWen  a  chance  to  defend  them  before  he 
would  put  the  question. 

Delegate  Strickland,  Portland,  Ore.:  I 
am  iroing  to  try  to  be  a  good  citixen  in  any 
country  I  shall  happen  to  be  in.  As  for  my 
loyalty  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
I  had  the  pririlMfo  of  shaking  hands  with 
our  honored  President  twenty-five  years  ago 
in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  I  supported  him  and 
the  Federation  on  any  action  I  had  notice 
of  during  that  period.  I  have  been  in  good 
standing  all  that  time,  but  I  will  admit  in 
many  instances  I  have  turned  around  and 
beekonad  them  to  come  on  and  see  the  gk>ry 
of  the  new  world  that  is  coming. 

Summing  it  aU  up,  I  say  that  war  is  war 
and  where  labor  ta  robbed  war  will  ensue. 
That  is  why  I  want  the  Ubor  movement  to 
pay  attention  to  the  least-favored  element 
of  society,  and  they  can  never  fulfill  their 
purposes  until  they  m»ke  that  a  special 
effort.  I  am  heartily  in  accord  with  the 
first  part  of  the  committee's  report  demand- 
ing an  appeal  of  the  espionage  law.  That 
is  what  the  capitalists  are  willing  to  con- 
cede because  they  know  they  wiU  have  to 
concede  it;  the  second  part  of  the  commit- 
tee's  report  is  exactly  what  the  capitalists 
want,  and  that  U  exactly  why  I  am  opposing 
it.  _,    , 

Delegate  Friedman.  Ladies'  Garment  Work- 
ers, in  defending  her  resolution,  said  in  part: 
•1  am  a  citisen  by  the  good  will  of  my 
fellow  citiaens  of  New  York  State,  so  I  have 
an  advantage  over  some  of  you  in  that  way. 
I  too.  have  paid  something  to  this  war,  not 
through  my  neighbors  but  through  the  people 
who  are  dearest  tot  me.  My  best  friend,  the 
one  I  liked  most,  lost  a  leg  in  the  army. 
I  lost  three  of  my  cousins  in  the  trenches 
during  this  war.  I  lost  many,  many  of  my 
friends,  and  many  others  are  disfigured  for 
life.  This  does  not  in  any  way  make  me 
get  up  and  shout  cheap  sentiment;  that  will 
not  bring  them  back. 

"I  have  not  had  the  experience  of  living 
in  any  other  countries  than  Russia  and 
America.  I  freely  admit  that  I  like  America 
best  because  it  offered  me  the  freedom  to 
strike  and  the  freedom  of  my  opinion,  which 
I  have  cherished  since  I  was  a  little  girl; 
and  just  for  that  reason  I  would  like  to  see 
our  resolution  accepted.  I  believe  that 
America  is  great  and  the  American  labor 
movement  is  stronger  than  any  other  move- 
ment in  the  world,  for  the  reason  that  here 
we  are  able  to  fight  our  opponents  openly, 
we  are  able  to  look  them  straight  in  the  face, 
be  they  political  opponents,  be  they  our 
employers,  capitalists  or  anyone  else  that 
oppose  us. 

"During  this  war  a  law  was  enacted  pro- 
hibiting people  from  speaking  against  the 
war.  At  that  time  I  did  agree  partly  with 
the  decision  of  Congress.     I  said:     'We  are 


at  war  with  an  imperial  government  and  it 
is  our  duty  to  see  that  we  win  it  and  win  it 
right.'  But  today  the  men  who  are  in 
jail  are  not  there  because  they  refused  to 
grant  the  government  their  lives  and  their 
dollars.  The  dollars  remained  in  the  United 
States,  and  my  friend  left  his  leg  in  France. 
The  dollars  remained  here  in  the  hands  of 
the  capitalists  and  the  Rainbow  Division  and 
others  went  to  France,  where  some  of  them 
remain." 

Delegate  Friedman  discussed  briefiy  the 
nature  of  the  offenses  committed  by  the 
men  for  whom  clemency  is  asked,  the  nature 
of  their  trials,  etc.,  and  in  concluding  said: 
"We  were  willing  to  let  them  remain  in  jail 
until  the  war  was  ended,  but  the  war  is 
finished;  we  are  through  with  the  German 
Kaiser  and  through  with  many  more  auto- 
cratic governments,  because  the  defeat  of 
the  German  Kaiser  meant  the  defeat  of  im- 
perialism all  over  the  world.  Now  we  can 
come  to  our  own  fellow  citixens  and  let  them 
have  their  say.  If  they  are  more  powerful 
than  we  are,  we  American  citizens,  it  will 
be  a  sign  they  are  right,  because  the  majority 
rules  in  this  country.  If  they  are  not  right 
they  will  have  to  take  a  back  seat." 

Delegate  Barnes,  Cigarmakers,  in  defend- 
ing the  resolution  he  introduced,  said,  in 
part:  "I  am  sorry  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Delegate  Schlesinger  was  not  accepted. 
There  is  no  alternative  proposition  now  to 
vote  upon,  and  the  committee's  report  in  its 
beginning  is  so  splendid  a  declaration  re- 
garding the  one  proposition  that  we  are  not 
in  a  position  to  vote  against  it.  The  com- 
mittee has  ignored  entirely  the  question  of 
political  prisoners  in  America.  That  we  can- 
not come  to  a  vote  upon  unless  we  vote 
down  the  committee's  report  and  then  adopt 
one  of  the  resolutions.  Because  of  my  in- 
ability to  vote  on  the  question  of  political 
prisoners  I  am  gong  to  vote  against  the 
report  of  the  committee,  much  of  which  I 
like,  in  order  that  we  can  get  action  par- 
ticularly upon  Resolution  No.  141. 

"Let  us  face  the  fact  squarely.  It  is 
admitted  in  high  circles.  Mr.  Gregory,  ex- 
Attorney  General,  reported  to  the  President 
that  a  considerable  number  of  the  sentences 
were  unjust  and  cruel.  He  recommended  a 
number  of  reductions.  I  hold  that  the  whole 
number  of  these  victims  of  war  legislation 
should  be  released,  and  I  take  the  posi- 
tion more  particularly  on  that  point  because 
of  the  recent  remarks  of  President  Wilson 
and  the  long-established  practice  in  England. 
England  is  the  one  country  in  the  world  that 
is  upholding  the  right  of  free  speech  and 
has  found  it  the  safety  valve  against  riots 
and  disturbances  through  all  the  ages.  Pres- 
ident Wilson  said  a  month  ago  in  Paris 
that  he  was  unqualifiedly  in  favor  of  free 
speech.  The  people  we  ask  to  be  released 
from  jail  number  2.000,  and  their  sentences 
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affsresrate  24,000  yean.  The  war  ie  over, 
its  purposes  has  been  accomplished;  now 
let  us  have  the  element  of  freedom  in  the 
United  States.  The  people  whose  release  is 
contemplated  in  this  resolution  are  not 
those  who  have  committed  overt  acts  against 
the  government;  they  are  suffering  for  the 
sake  of  conscience  or  for  sympathy  with  the 
labor  movement  and  sentences  were  imposed 
upon  them  far  beyond  anything  they  de- 
served." 

The  motion  to  close  debate   was   carried. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  report  of  the 
committee  was  carried. 

President  Gompers  introduced  to  the  con- 
vention  Mr.  Frank  J.  Hague,  the  Mayor  of 
Jersey  City.  In  making  the  introduction  he 
stated  that  Mr.  Hague  had  shown  by  hia 
conduct  and  attitude  as  well  as  his  utter- 
ances a  great  sympathy  for  the  cause  of 
the  laboring  man. 

ADDRESS  OF  MR.  FRANK  J.  HAGXTB, 
MAYOR  OF  JERSEY  OITY,  H.  J. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Delegates:  I  deem  it 
a  great  privilege  to  be  invited  here  to 
address  you.  Jersey  City  has  a  population 
of  over  840,000  and  I  feel  we  have  more 
labor  controversies  and  disputes  than  any 
other  city  of  its  size  in  this  country.  I 
am  proud  that  I  am  one  official  who  has 
taken  the  position  that  strike-breakers  and 
thugs  should  be  eliminated  from  Jersey  City 
during  my  administration.  I  have  taken 
the  position  that, if  it  is  a  violation  of  law 
for  a  laboring  man  to  protect  his  life  and 
property,  it  b  also  a  crime  to  import  into 
our  city  thugs,  guerillas,  and  ez-convicts 
to  shoot  down  the  laboring  men. 

We  have  been  very  successful  in  labor 
controversies  in  Jersey  City,  moxv)  so  than 
in  any  other  city  in  the  United  States.  Only 
recently  we  were  very  successful  in  settling 
a  car  strike  in  Jersey  City.  During  that 
strike  not  even  a  stone  was  thrown,  and 
the  public  service  advertisements  in  all  the 
papers  throughout  the  sUte  of  New  Jersey 
and  New  York  contained  the  statement  that 
no  strike-breakers  need  apply.  We  served 
notice  that  if  an  attempt  was  made  to  im- 
port into  that  city  armed  thugs  we  would 
not  only  arrest  them  but  we  would  arrest 
those  who  imported  them.  We  also  served 
notice  upon  the  presidents  of  the  various 
railroads  during  the  tie-up  of  the  entire 
f  x**'.ft*'**»/"'^°'*  '^^v*  »o  J^ht  to  import 
into  this  city  armed  thugs  to  take  the 
places  of  honest  workingmen.  We  will  set- 
**i*y"  u*'*"^^!*  "  »"  disputes  should  b« 
settled,  by  arbitration.  The  strike  was  seU 
tied  by  arbitration  that  was  satisfactory  to 
the  laboring  men. 

We  had  a  strike  in  the  stockyards  recent- 
iL**?K  when  my  attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that  stnke-breakers  were  being  import- 
ed into  our  city  and  were  permitted  to  sleep 

the   Chief  of  Police   to   remove   those  men 


and  in  two  days  we  successfully  settled  that 
strike. 

I  am  interested  in  the  cause  of  the  labor- 
ing men  of  New  Jersey  and  in  the  cause  of 
laboring  men  generally.  Two  years  ago  I 
addressed  your  convention  at  Baltimore;  at 
that  time  I  was  Director  of  Public  Safety 
of  Jersey  City.  When  the  employes  of  the 
Standard  Oil  Company  at  Bayonne  struck, 
when  the  decent,  honest  workingmen  were 
being  shot  down  like  dogs,  we  had  a  sympa- 
thetic strike  in  the  Standard  Oil  plant  at 
Jersey  City.  The  moment  the  strike  was 
declared  I  marched  down  there  with  260 
police,  took  possession  of  the  property, 
pkiced  every  strike-breaker  under  arrest, 
put  them  aboard  a  boat  and  shipped  them 
back  to  New  York  City.  The  strike  was 
settled  in'  two  days.  We  settled  it  as  it 
should  be  settled,  not  with  shot  guns,  bat 
around  a  table  with  the  officials  of  the  city 
who  are  interested  in  their  citisens. 

We  had  an  express  strike  recently;  4,000 
men  were  on  strike;  not  one  man  was  ar- 
rested, not  a  wagon  moved,  and  that  strike 
was  settled  in  a  peaceful  way.  In  1910 
the  express  company  had  exactly  the  same 
kind  of  strike,  but  on  that  occasion  armed 
thugs  with  rifles  on  their  shoulders  marched 
through  the  streets,  men  were  shot  ^P^n 
and  property  destroyed.  The  city  was  sued 
by  the  express  company  for  not  affording 
them  proper  police  protection.  They  claimed 
that  $2,000,000  of  damage  was  done  to  prop- 
erty. On  that  occasion  thugs  and  gueriUaa 
were  permitted  to  go  into  the  city  and  try 
to  shoot  down  the  labor  man.  During  the 
recent  strike  I  prohibited  thugs  entering  our 
city. 

You  may  ask  how  I  did  these  things.  Be- 
cause I  felt  it  was  the  law.  I  felt  that  no 
man  had  a  right  to  import  armed  guards 
to  protect  his  property  when  there  was  an 
organised  police  department  appointed  by  the 
officials  elected  by  the  people.  Is  there  any- 
thing a  laboring  man  hates  more  than  he 
does  a  thug  and  a  strike-breaker  7  Isn't 
that  the  cause  of  all  our  bloodshed?  Isn't 
it  a  fkct  that  today  they  are  endeavoring 
to  settle  those  labor  disputes  at  the  table 
and  not  out  on  the  street  with  shot  guns 
and  rifles? 

I  am  interested  in  labor  because  I  was 
reared  and  educated  in  a  district  composed 
of  laboring  men.  I  come  from  the  poorest 
section  of  our  city.  I  have  represented  the 
people  of  that  city  for  three  years  as  Mayor, 
and  I  am  proud  of  the  record  I  have  estab- 
lished. I  am  proud  of  the  fact  that  when 
anyone  now  goes  to  the  city  of  New  York 
to  employ  thugs  and  guerillas  and  is  asked 
where  he  is  going  to  take  them  and  he  says 
he  is  going  to  take  them  to  Jersey  City  he 
is  told  "No,  that  guerilla  mayor  you  have 
over  there  will  not  allow  us  to  send  them  to 
Jersey   City."     I  am  proud   of  that. 

I  am  inaugurating  a  movement  today  in 
the  state  to  have  a  bill  passed  prohibiting 
those  men  who  establish  labor  agencies, 
under  the  guise  of  detective  agencies,  to 
supply  strike-breakers,  from  operating.  In 
Jersey  City  there  is  not  one  detective  ageney, 
because  we  have  the  power  to  grant  the 
lieoises.  Why  should  the  officials  of  every 
city  not  take  the  position  that  no  man  has 
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a  right  to  settle  any  labor  dispute  by  foreeT 
The  manufacturers  of  Jersey  City  are  my 
friends.  I  have  never  lost  the  friendship 
of  a  man  who  had  a  labor  controversy.  The 
moment  I  discover  that  such  a  controversy 
is  about  to  take  place  I  send  for  the  officers 
of  the  company  and  do  not  allow  them  to  h% 
influenced  by  these  detective  agencies.  Thes« 
men  go  to  the  manufacturers  and  paint  a 
beautiful  picture  of  how  they  are  going  to 
break  the  strike  and  how  they  are  going  to 
protect  ^e  property.  I  send  for  them  and 
say:  "Jersey  City  is  responsible;  Jersey 
City  will  protect  your  property.  Jersey  City 
will  not  permit  you  to  bring  in  armed  thugs 
and  guerillas  to  settle  thb  strike."     I  feel 


that  i^  thd  la#.  I  feel  I  have  a  right  'U-  d* 
that.  I  have  a  right  to  send  for  anyanaa 
and  have  him  come  to  my  office  in  time  ofC 
trouble  and  ace^t  proper  advice;  not  .the 
advice  of  people  who  will  try  to  mulct  his 
company  of  every  dollar  possible:  not  to 
permit  him  to  bring  in  people  who  will  incite 
riots  and  destroy  property  in  order  that  they 
may  obtain  a  large  fee. 

I  feel  it  is  a  great  honor  to  be  privileged 
to  address  you  and  I  appreciate  the  Invitatioil 
that  was  extended  to  me  to  attend  your  con- 
vention. 

At  12.80  the  convention  was  adjourned  to 
2.80  p.  m. 


TENTH  DAY— Friday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2.80 
p.  m..  President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 

Absentees — Russell,  Crooff,  Mordeeai, 
Cooney,  Iglesias,  Rutherford,  Harrison  (W. 
L.),  Lacey,  Stewart,  O'Leary.  Davis  (B.  F.), 
Hoffman,  Bfyan.  Yarow,  Dill,  Canileld.  Den- 
telbaum,  Carroll,  Woodman,  Wagner,  Can- 
fleld.  Galloway,  Taylor,  Priestly,  Argo,  Grey- 
son,  Noble  (J.),  Gildas,  Frampton,  Franco, 
Ogletree,  Thomas  (L.  N.),  Young  (C.  B.), 
Hartford,  Bower,  Cunan,  Wilkinson  (A.), 
Barr,  Wilkinson,  John,  Lemke,  Bnright, 
Campbell,  Canody,  Clark  (E.  B.),  Burk,  Me- 
Dougall,  Cooper,  Herbert,  Birch,  Fitts,  Gould, 
Selxer. 

Delegate  McNnlty.  Electrical  Workers, 
moved  that  the  election  of  officers  be  token 
«p  as  a  special  order  of  business  at  ten 
o'clock  Saturday  morning,  June  21st.  (Mo- 
tion seconded.) 

Delegate  Fox,  Wyoming  Stote  Federation 
of  Labor  moved  as  an  amendment  that  thud 
selection  of  the  next  convention  city  ba 
taken  up  at  that  time  also.  President  Gom- 
pers stoted  that  would  be  included  in  the 
motion. 

The  motion  offered  by  Delegate  McNullr 
was  adopted. 

President  Gompers:  The  time  for  the 
special  order  of  business  having  arrived  to 
hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Inters 
national  Labor  Relations,  we  will  now  Uston 
to  that  report. 

REPORT   OF  OOMMITTEE   ON  INTBRNA- 
TIONAI.   LABOR    RELATIONS. 

Secretary  Woll,  for  the  committee,  lub- 
mitted  the  following: 

Intematioiial  Labor  RaUttoni 
The   past    has    gone   forever.      Autocracy 
and    militorism,    we   hope,    are    buried    with 


it.  The  future  is  our  immediate  concern. 
Ignoring  what  has  gone  before  except  so 
far  as  the  lessons  teught,  we  shall  build 
along  the  lines  of  reason.  Judgment  and 
the   experiences   gained. 

Typifying  democracy  and  ite  true  sphrit; 
the  labor  movemente  the  world  over,  if 
they  be  true  to  themselves  and  to  the  best 
intereste  of  the  masses  for  whieb  ther 
speak,  must  recognise  that  democracy  in 
ite  truest  sense,  and  act  on  the  fanda- 
mentol  principles  of  pquality.  Justice  and 
humanity. 

All  elemente  of  society  are  necessary  for 
the  highest  development  and  greater  vrog* 
ress  in  civilisation,  economically,  socially 
and  politleally. 

The  world's  war  brought  to  a  triumphant 
conclusion  has  prepared  the  world  for  de- 
mocracy on  the  political  field.  The  mer« 
ending  of  the  war,  however,  has  not  in- 
sured democracy  and  Justice  for  the  work- 
ers on  the  industrial  field.  It  has  not 
materially  changed  working  and  living 
conditions,  but  it  has  aroused  fresh  hope 
and  quickened  aspirations  and  labor's  am- 
bitions. It  has  created  the  opportunity 
whereby  the  workers  regardles  of  abode 
can,  if  functioning  through  trade  unions, 
more  readily,  more  freely  and  more  effec- 
tively carry  forward  the  work  of  securing 
Justice  and  safeguarding  for  labor  a  fuller 
measure  of  democracy  in  industry.  It  Is 
the  first  duty  of  our  own  trade*  union  move- 
ment, and  in  our  Judgment  it  ought  to  be 
that  of  the  movement  of  other  countries, 
to  see  to  it  that  this  opportunity  Is  not 
destroyed  by  diverting  the  minds  of  the 
workers    or    by    delving    into    the    alluring 
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realms  of  unproren  speculative  ttitpries 
which  judged  by  experiences  are  false  and 
destructive  in  their  nature. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unani- 
mously  adopted. 

Labor*  t  msaions  Abroad  and  Report  of  Fra- 

tenial  Delegatea  to  British  Trades 

Union  Congress. 

Your  committee  has  given  the  subject 
matters  contained  in  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  this  caption  its 
absorbing  attention.  We  note  that  the 
Executive  Council's  authority  for  sending 
these  missions  was  given  by  the  Buffalo 
Convention.  1917,  and  again  by  the  St. 
Paul  convention  in  1918.  The  reports  and 
resolutions  authorising  these  missions  are 
cited  in   the  E.  C.  report. 

The  work  performed  by  the  missions 
was  of  inestimable  value  to  our  allies  who. 
after  four  years  of  struggle  upon  the  bat- 
tlefields of  Flanders.  France  and  Italy  were 
rapidly  approaching  a  point  which  would 
try  the  souls  of  the  most  sturdy  and  heroic 
of  all  mankind.  War  weary  with  the  cease- 
less, merciless  contest,  they  sorely  needed 
the  encoungement  and  assurance  that 
America,  with  all  its  vigor  and  manhood. 
its  resourees.  industrial,  financial  and  eco- 
nomic, was  with  them  to  win  the  struggle 
to   obtain   democracy,    freedom   and   justice. 

The  able  manner  in  which  this  assur- 
ance was  conveyed,  especially  to  the  war- 
ridden  working  masses,  had  its  immediate 
etimulating  effect  a^d  brought  new  hope 
and  courage  and  a  determination  to  carry 
forward  the  battle  against  autocracy  and 
militarism   to   a   triumphant    conclusion. 

Our  missions  undoubtedly  strengthened 
the  morale  of  the  people  of  the  countries 
visited  and  thus  made  for  an  earlier  victory 
than  would  otherwise  have  been  achieved 
and  thereby  saved  many  precious  lives  and 
the  expenditure  of  vast  sums  of  money. 
If  they  saved  the  life  of  only  on  American 
citisen   their  work  was   not  in   vain. 

Your  committee  congratulates  the  fore- 
thought  and  judgment  of  the  Executive 
Council  for  its  prompt  action  in  sending 
these  missions  at  the  psychological  mo- 
ment.  and  we  express  our  gratification  at 
the  able  and  effective  manner  in  which 
the  members  of  the  missions  performed 
their    delicate    and    arduous    duties. 

This  part  of  your  committee's  report 
refers  to  the  two  missions  sent  last  August 
to  Great  Britain.  France  and  Italy,  the 
first  of  which  also  attended  the  Inter-Allied 
Labor  and  Socialist  Oonf^srence  in  London 
last  September  and  two  members  of  which 
were  the  fraternal  delegates  to  the  British 
Trade  Union  Congress. 

The  two  missions  to  which  this  report 
refers   were  as   follows: 


Missions  to  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Italy: 

Samuel  Gompers.  President  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

John  P.  Prey.  Member  International 
Molders'  Union  of  North  America. 

Mr.  C.  L.  Baine,  Secretary  Boot  and  Shoe 
Workeirs'  Union. 

Edgar  Wallace.  Editor  United  Mine 
Workers'    Journal. 

WUliam  J.  Bowen,  President  Bricklayers. 
Masons  and  Plasterers'  International  Union. 

Guy  Oyster.  Secretary  of  the  Mission.'' 

Mission  to  Italy: 

James  Wilson.  President  Pattern  Makers' 
League  of  North  America. 

F.  J.  McNulty,  .President  Internationa] 
Brotherhood    of   Electrical    Workers. 

John  Golden,  President  United  Textile 
Workers  of  America. 

Michael  •Green,  President  United  Hatters 
of  North  America. 

Peter  Josephine,  Member  Granite  Cutters' 
International  Association  of  America. 

We  note  by  the  Executive  Council's  report 
that  Mr.  J.  A.  Franklin,  President  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  BoUermabdrs.  Iron  Ship 
Builders  and  Helpers  of  America,  who  was 
elected  by  the  St.  Paul  convention  as  one 
of  the  fraternal  delegates  to^  the  British 
Trade  Union  Congress,  was  unable  to  fulfill 
that  mission.  The  Executive  Council  there- 
for selected  President  Gompers  to  act  with 
Mr.  William  J.  Bowen.  the  other  fraternal 
delegate. 

The  able  manner  in  which  the  delegates 
to  the  British  Trade  Union  Congress  upheld 
the  dignity,  virility  and  potentiality  of  the 
American  Labor  Movement  merits  the  recog- 
nition and  commendation  of  this  convention. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  all  his- 
torical reports,  including  those  of  the  mis- 
sions of  labor  sent  abroad  since  the  war 
started,  be  chronologically  arranged  and  pub- 
lished in  a  separate  pamphlet  and  be  pre- 
served in  the  archives  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Peace  Termi  and  Ddagations  Bepresentlag 
Americaa  Federation  of  Labor 
Your  committee  has  given  to  the  sub- 
jects under  these  captions  its  serious  atten- 
tion. We  note  with  satisfaction  and  approval 
that  the  Treaty  of  Peace  formulated  at  Parte 
acknowledges : 

"That  the  well  being  physically,  mor- 
ally,  and  intellectually  of  industrial  wage 
earners  is  of  suprtme  importance," 
and 

"holding  as  they  do  that  labor  should 
not  be  regarded  merely  as  an  article  of 
commerce  they  think  that  there  are 
methods  and  principles-  of  regulating 
labor    conditions    which    aU    industrtel 
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communities    ihould   endeavor  to  apply 

so^r    as    special    circumstances    wiU 

permit." 

The  labor  clauses,  amon«  other  thiiiEs. 
■oecify  the  right  of  association  for  all  law-  , 
f^purposes^y  the  employed:  Of  a  wage 
adequate  to  maintain  a  reasonable  standard 
of  life  as  this  is  understood  in  their  time 
•nd  country;  adoption  of  an  ei«ht-hour  work- 
Sy;  a  weekly  rest  of  at  lc«st  t^enty-f^r 
hou;s;  abolition  of  child  labor  and  equal 
pay  fir  equal  work  performed  regardless  of 
ni.  This  marks  the  first  time  in^l^l-*^'; 
that  so  definite  a  recognition  of  labor  and 
its  interests  has  ever  been  accepted. 

The  establishment  of  the  draft  convention, 
that  is,  an  international  organization  ^with 
annual  conventions  of  an  international  labor 
conference  for  the  discussion  and  formula- 
tion of  measures  calculated  to  protect  and 
promote  the  rights,  interests  and  welfare 
of  the  workers  of  all  the  nations  in  the 
world  is  the  first  instance  In  history  In 
which  such  a  declaration  has  been  written 
into  a  peace  treaty  or  an  international  treaty 
of  whatsoever  kind. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  preamble  of  the 
draft  convention  adopted  by  the  Commission 
on  International  Labor  Legislation  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Plenary  Peace  Commission 
and  incorporated  as  part  of  the  Peace  Treaty. 
The  preamble  is  as  follows : 

Oommistion   on   Intematlonal   Labor   L^gia- 

lation 
**A   Draft   Convention   Croating   a  Permanmtt 

OrganiMction  for  the  PronM)tion  of  t*j  In- 

tomational  Regulation  of  Labor  CofidUiona, 
Preamble 
WHEREAS,  The  League  of  Nations  has  for 
its  objects  the  establishment  of  universal 
peace,  and  such  a  peace  can  be  established 
only  if  it  is  based  upon  social  justice;  and 

WHEREAS,  conditions  of  labor  exist  involv- 
ing such  injustice,  hardship  and  privation 
to  large  numbers  of  people  as  to  produce 
unrest  so  great  that  the  peace  and  harmony 
of  th»  world  are  imperilled;  and  an  improve- 
ment of  those  conditions  is  urgently  required; 
as.  for  example,  by  the  regulation  of  the 
hoars  of  work,  including  the  establishment  of 
a  maximum  working  day  and  week,  the  regu- 
UUon  of  the  labor  supply,  the  prevention  of 
unemployment,  the  provision  of  an  adequate 
living  wage,  the  protection  of  the  worker 
against  sickness,  disease  and  injury  arising 
out  of  his  employment,  the  protection  or 
children,  young  persons  and  women,  provision 
for  old  age  and  injury,  protection  of  the  in- 
terests of  workers  when  employed  in  coun- 
tries other  than  their  own,  recognition  of 
the  principle  of  freedom  of  association,  the 
organization  of  technical  and  vocational  edu- 
cation and  other  measures; 

WHEREAS,  Also,  the  failure  of  any  nation 

to   adopt    humane   conditions   of   labor    is   an 

obstacle  in  the  way  of  other  nations   which 

'  desire    to    improve    the    conditions    in    their 

own   countries. 

The  High  Contracting  Parties,   moved  by 
sentiment   of   justice   and   humanity,    as    weB 


as  by  the  desire  to  secure  the  permanent 
peace  of  the  world,  agree  to  the  following 
convention : 

In  connection  with  the  term  "convention^ 
as  used  in  the  title  of  the  labor  draft  *oon- 
vent:on  as  adopted  by  >the  Commission  on  In- 
ternational Labor  Legislation,  the  term  "con- 
vention" is  understood  to  mean  a  covenant  or 
agreement. 

Your  special  attention  is  diriected  to  tne 
protocol  of  Article  19,  page  28,.  first  days 
proceedings,    which    reads    as    follows: 

"In  no  case  shall  any  of  the  high  contract- 
ing parties  be  asked  or  required  as  a  result 
of  the  adoption  of  any  reebmmendation  or 
draft  convention  by  the  eonf«rence  to  dimin- 
ish the  protection  afllorded  by  its.  existing 
legislation   to   the   workers   concerned." 

*We^agree  with  the  Executive  Council  t^'t 
the  treaty  embodying  the  covenant  pt  the 
League  of  Nations  is  not  a  perfect  doeument 
and  that  perfection  is  not  claimed  for '  tC 
Your  committee  agrees  "that  it  mariu  il^ 
nearest  approach  to  perfection  thai,  hsls  e^er 
been  reached  in  the  international  affsirs^  of 
mankind."  It  is  calculated  to  and  dqcs  "pr«>- 
vide  the  best  machinery  of  i>n>iBedure  ^ist 
devised  for  the  prevention  of  war."  It  pro- 
vides that  international  dispute^  hetwiein .  ^m^  . 
tions  Shan  be  settled  in. the. calm  light,  of 
reason  and  justice,  rather  than  by  the  arbl^ 
triment  of  war,  with  its  consequent  slauglit)^ 
of  priceless  human  lives  and  dfestroctum  of , 
untold  wealth,  '     .  /, -i 

No  human  being  in  possessipn  ^f  hi^.  n^oral 
senses   can  deny  the  adOptien  o£  <  a  measure- 
that    will    tend    to    prevent   the   indeseribable 
horrors    of    another    world    war.  . .  CivjU!«kttii|ii( , 
must  turn  to  a  point  wheke  tntjernational  .ai%^. : 
pntes    will    be    settled    in    the,  calm    light  ;o| 
reason,  rather  than  by  the  repetition  of,  tne  ' 
horrors   we   have   just   wit^iesbed.     Whil*   tfi^ 
covenant  of  the  LeagUje  of  Kations  with  jti; 
labor  provisions  is  not  perfect,  is  not  all  thiit 
we  desire,  it  is  in  the  right  direction  for  the 
reason    stated    and    a    multiplicitly    ot    others 
and  should  be  adopted  in  t>rlneiple  and  so  mt  . 
recommend. 

We  further  recommend  that  the  Bxecnt|ve 
Council  be  authorised  and  directed  .to  aid 
in  every  way  the  holding  of  the  Intematlonal 
labor  Congress  which  under  the  treaty  of 
peace  will  convene  in  Washington,  D.  C.  In 
October.  1919. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Puruaeth,  Seamen:  It  is  a  most 
disagreeable  taak  that  I  am  endeavoring  to 
perform.  I  have  struggled  with  mys^f 
for  two  months,  trying  to  convince  myself 
that  it  was  my  duty  to  the  labor  moyement. 
to  my  people,  the  seamen,  and  to  QiyBeif 
to  either  keep  Qulet  or  to  endorse  any  move- 
ment to  have  the  labor  provisions  of  the  League 
of  Nations  endorsed  by  the  American  Fed- 
ieratlon  of  Labor.  ,  ,  _^  .  ^,  -  ,  .  .-^r^ 
/Mr.  Chairman,  I  lost  in  the  fight.  No 
matter   what   the   consequences   may   be   I 
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can  not  keep  my  peace  now.  This  is  the 
only  place  in  which  I  can  enter  my  protest, 
and  whether  that  protest  be  heard  or  not. 
or  whatever  the  result  may  be  to  me,  there 
is  something  in  me  that  ceaselessly,  night 
and  day.  commands  me  to  speak.  Some  of 
you  may  say  that  I  am  a  Bolshevist.  Those 
who  know  me  know  the  opposite.  The 
.  opinion  of  those  who  do  not  know  me.  is  of 
'  I      no  (xmsequence  to  me. 

It  may  be — ^it  will  be  stated  that  I  oppose 
here  something  that  President  Wilson  de- 
sires and  that  my  gratitude  to  him  should 
dose  my  mouth.  I  say  to  you  that  there  is 
not  a  man  on  earth  today  for  whom  I  would 
i  go  further  than  for  President  Wilson:  there 
^  18  not  on  earth  today  a  man  to  whom  I 
feel  more  gratitude  or  for  whose  opinions, 
flreely  held.  I  would  have  more  respect  for, 
but  my  nature  is  such  that  I  can  not  follow 
blindly,  no  matter  who  it  may  be,  and  I  can 
not  accept  without  protest  the  diluted  labor 
prroibsitum  that,  imder  pressure,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  flelt  himself  com- 
pelled no  doubt  to  accept.  I  fear  the  con- 
centrated national  wills  of  Great  Britain. 
France  and  Italy  breaking  uoon  him.  and 
with  the  prospects  of  the  nood  gates  of 
hell  let  loose  in  Europe,  he  felt  that  he 
could  take  no  other  position.  It  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  human  being  to  stand  that 
kind  of  pressure,  and  so  I  think  now  that 
I  am  loyal  to  the  Wilson  that  I  knew,  that  we 
know,  and  that  I  at  least,  for  one,  i6ve. 

Having  said  that.  I  want  to  deal  now  with 
this  labor  charter.  Under  section  20  of  the 
original  covenant.  Section  23  as  it  is  in  the 
present  covenant,  the  League  of  Nations 
takes  jurisdiction  over  the  daily  Ufls  of  the 
working  people  throughout  the  entire  world. 
It  says  that  it  deems  it  its  duty  and  will 
endeavor  to  make  labor  conditions  humane 
amd  Just  in  nations  members  of  the  Leatme 
and  in  the  nationt  with  which  the  League  baa 
commercial  and  industrial  relations.  That 
embraces  every  working  man  and  woman 
throughout  the  entire  world.  If  the  League 
bas  the  authori^  to  say  that  the  condittoos 
of  labor  shall  be  humane  and  just,  there 
is  no  possibility  to  deny  that  it  has  the 
sole  right  to  prescribe  what  is  hiunane  and 
just.  There  can  be  no  higher  authority 
anywhere  so  that  whatever  is  adopted 
as  humane  and  Just  by  th3  League  wUl  neces- 
sarily have  to  stand  as  humane  and  just, 
regardless  of  any  protest  that  the  working  men 
of  any  part  of  the  worll  may  fee4  indlned  to 
lodge  against  such  finding 

The  constitution  of  the  League  as  drafted 
is  a  grant  of  power.  The  League  creates 
a  super-legislature.  It  operates  in  two 
ways:  Through  a  draft  convention  that  is 
a  proposed  treaty,  or  through  reconmienda- 
tions.  The  recommendations  will  go  through 
the  regular  chiuinels.  In  this  country  they 
will  go  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  from  there  to  the  Senate,  and  then  to 
the  President  for  his  signature,  and  this  ¥rill 
be  all  done  in  the  open  light  of  day.  But  a 
draft  convention  comes  to  the  President: 
it  is  transmitted  from  the  President  to  the 
Senate,  it  is  discussed  behind  closed  doors 
and  you  know  not  what  it  is  or  what  it  means 
until  it  cemes  out.  These  labor  provisions 
are  a  part  of  the  peace  treaty.  Every 
peace  treaty  is  made  to  last  forever.  Every 
other  kind  of  a  treaty  contains  a  clause  that 
provides  for  renunciation  or  amendment. 
The  peace  treaty  has  no  such  clause.  This 
treaty  when  once  adopted  will  become  part  of 
the  supreme  law  of  the  United  States,  and  in  so 
far  as  it  is  applicable  to  any  of  our  laws  it 


wUl  write  itself  into  those  laws,  because 
an  adopted  treaty  is  the  last  expression  of 
the  legislative  will. 
,  Some  may  say  that  it  has  nothing  to  do 
with  internal  affairs.  What  are  labor  con- 
ditions in  any  country  but  internal  affairs. 
|The  treatment  of  labor  is  put  in  the  same 
category  with  the  suppression  of  the  opium 
traffic,  etc.  That  the  treatment  of  labor  is  an 
internal  affair  is  indiq;>utable,  but  the  League 
takes  control  of  internal  affairs,  and  if  the 
American  people  agree  to  this  charter, 
then  it  becomes  the  particular  law  of  the 
United  States  that  can  not  be  amended 
except  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  signers 
of  the  Treaty  or  on  the  field  of  battle. 

I  called  tnese  things  to  the  attention  of 
our  delegation  at  Paris.  Mr.  Robinson, 
sitting  on  the  platform,  will  unquestionably 
agree  that  I  did.  My  protest  entered  then 
and  there  was  taken  by  a  gentleman  now  in 
this  convention  to  Colonel  House,  and  It 
was  agreed  that  my  protest  was  sound  and 
that  the  alternative  suggested  by  me  was 
TOoper.  That  alternative  would  make  the 
League's  recommendations  voluntarily  and, 
as  to  labor,  leave  to  each  nation  to  determine 
for  itself  how  far  it  should  foUow  any  recom- 
mendations made .  by  the  League  affecting 
labor.  I  felt  so  good  about  it  that  my  col- 
leagues left  Paris  at  once,  but  when  I  came 
back  fit>m  having  seen  them  to  the  railroad 
station  the  fat  was  in  the  fire.  A  professor — ^I 
don't  know  and  can't  remember  his  name — a 
professor  of  history,  too,  by  the  way,  in 
the  meantime  had  mixed  into  this  question 
and  upset  our  whole  proposition,  and  the 
discusnon  began  alt  over  again. 

I  know  how  the  American  delegates  felt 
In  Paris.  I  know  how  anxious  they  were. 
I  know  that  your  President,  Mr.  Gompers. 
called  the  proposed  constitution  a  fimnk- 
enstein;  I  know  the  fight  that  was  made 
against  it.  and  I  know  that  it  has  been  assumed 
that  the  danger  was  cured. 

The  ccmstitutlon-making  body  Mt  it 
necessary  to  adopt  the  protocol  to  Section 
19  that  has  been  read  fhim  the  platform. 
I  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
protocol  says  "they  shall  not  be  asked  or 
required."  Now  I  call  your  attention 
to  that  It  goes  on  to  say  they  shall  not  "di- 
minish the  protection  afforded  by  the  exist- 
ing leglskktion."  And  who  is  to  detennine 
what  constitutes  protection?  Who  is  to 
determine  whether  what  may  be  propc»ed  is 
to  diminish  or  to  increase  the  protection 
of  existing  law?  The  conference  on  Inter- 
national Labor  legislation  makes  the  rules  and 
the  League  itself  Is  the  final  authority.  When 
the  protocol  was  adopted  I  felt  so  good 
over  It  that  I  went  lo  the  Hotel  Grlllon  and 
asked  that  telegram  be  sent  to  Hansen 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Seamen's  organi- 
zation, and  I  said  to  him  In  that  telegram, 
as  I  remember  it:  "The  Seamen  are  safe." 
In  my  report  to  the  organization  I  quoted 
the  telegram.  I  quoted  what  I  had  said, 
and  then  added:  ^*I  am  not  so  sure  of  it; 
I  am  not  at  all  sure  of  it."  And  the  more 
I  have  been  thinking  about  it.  the  more  I 
have  been  brooding  over  it.  the  more  I 
have  been  bringing  back  to  mv  mind  the 
scenes  that  I  sat  In  the  comer  and  watched  in 
Paris,  the  more  it  breaks  against  me,  and  I 
can't  do  other  than  I  am  doing  now. 

Now.  let  me  call  your  attention  to  the 
labor  charter.  It  Is  significant  for  what 
was  adopted  and  still  more  signifkamt  for 
what  was  refused  adoption.  Who  are  the 
signatories  of  this  tbing,  anyway?  Let 
us  see.     I  will  road  them  to  you.    AU  those 
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people  will  help  to  make  the  lefddation 
thac  you  are  Romg  to  live  under.  They  are 
the  United  States  of  America,  Belgium, 
BoUyia,  Brazil.  British  Empire,  Canada, 
Australia,  South  AfHca.  New  Zealand,  India, 
Cuba.  Czeko-SloTakia,  Ekniador,  Prance. 
Greece,  Guatemala,  Haiti,  Hadjez  (a  Slave 
State,  a  newly  created  slave  state  which 
recocmizes  human  slavery,  on  the  coast  of 
the  Persian  Goilf).  Honduras.  Italy,  Japan. 
Liberia,  Nicaragua,  Panama,  Poland,  Portugal. 
Roumania.  Servla.  Slam  and  Uruguay. 

Now,  what  did  they  adopt?  Let  us  have 
a  look  at  it  for  a  little  whUe.  It  is  very 
interesting.  When  it  came  to  writing  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  you  know  when  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  was  adopted  It 
was  a  grant  of  power  and  it  could  not  be 
adopted  by  the  States  unto  they  adopted 
the  twelve  amendments  which  became  known 
as  the  Bin  of  Rights.  Without  these  it 
could  not  possibly  be  adopted.  I  submit  to  you 
whether  it  would  nave  been  adopted  at  all  or  not 
if  the  men  who  consented  to  it  had  known  that 
the  Federal  power  was  to  increase  to  what  it 
is  today.  Now  let  us  see  what  the  Amer- 
ican labor .  movement  brought  to  this  con- 
vention in  Paris  for  its  adoption.  The  right 
of  tree  association,  ftee  assembly,  free  speech, 
/  firee  press.  You  can't  find  any  of  these  in 
the  bill  of  rights  adopted.  It  says  that  you 
shall  have  the  right — that  employers  and 
employes  shall  have  the  right  to  lawfully 
assemSle,  to  lawful  organization,  to  lawful 
combination.  Who  is  to  determine  what 
is  to  be  lawful  in  the  case?  Why,  the  in- 
ternational super-legislature,  not  you  in 
the  United  States.  MTho  is  to  sit  on  this 
wonder  body?  One  man  representing  labor, 
ihe  organization  most  representative  of 
labor.  In  other  words,  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  and  that  would  be  absolutely 
certain  as  long  as  we  have  Woodrow  Wilson 
for  President,  and  if  he  would  continue 
M  be  Presidenc  I  don't  think  I  would  op> 
pose  this  thing.  I  don't  know  who  is  going 
to  be  President  after  him.  Then  there  is 
one  representative  of  the  employers,  taken 
from  uie  organization  most  representative 
of  employers,  that  is,  one  of  the  employers' 
association  here  in  the  United  States.  And 
there  are  two  representing  the  United  States 
government.  That  is  three  to  one,  as  I 
read  It.  It  might  not  be  now,  because  Wood- 
row  Wilson  has  the  appointing  power,  but 
what  wiU  it  be  'under  his  successor,  do  you 
think? 

Now,  then,  there  are  four  men  for  each 
nation,  four  men  for  each  of  those  that 
I  read.  But  mind  you,  the  British  Empire 
has424,  because  it  Is  represented  over  and 
over  agiUn.  in  Canada,  in  Australia,  in 
South  Africa,  in  New  Zealand,  In  India. 
In  other  words,  24  or  28  representatives 
against  your  four.  What  chance  have  you? 
uave  men  all  of  a  sudden  become  saints? 
Are  men  no  longer  controlled  by  their  in- 
terests?.' I  have  found  no  evidence  of  such  a 
change  f.' anywhere,  and  I  can  not  accept 
thatiphiloeophy. 

Now  what  else  did  they  fail  to  insert  in 
this  thing  that  was  adopted?  The  represen- 
tatives of  America  brought  to  that  con- 
vention the  proposal — and  mind  you,  this 
that  I  read  to  you  is  the  first  or  second  of 
the  *>ill  of  rights  as  put  into  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States — tree  speech,  firee 
press,  etc  Now  then,  there  is  the  thirteenth 
amendment  to  Constitution  of  the  United 
Station.  What  did  they  do  with  that^ 
It  was  introduced  and  fought  for  by  your 
representatives  in  Paris.    It  was  introduced 


and  fought  for  by  Mr.  Gompers  and  the 
other  representatives.  What  was  done  with 
it?  They  said,  "there  isn't  such  a  thing 
as  slavery  in  Europe."  Mr.  Barnes,  the 
representative  of  England,  ridiculed  it  in  a 
quiet  way,  and  the  proposal  to  include  this 
as  a  controlling  thing  for  the  protection 
of  the  working  people  was  voted  down  in 
that  constitutional  convention.  What  may 
we  expect  of  those  who  are  to  follow  these 
men? 

Then  comes  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  thirtemith  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  seamen,  and  the  proposition  was 
made  that  the  Seamaii  should  have  the  same 
right  to  leave  his  vessel  in  safe  harbor  without 
being  imprisoned.  That  was  promptly  voted 
down  after  the  protocol  had  been  adopted, 
and  the  protocol  was  only  adopted  after 
two  days  of  fighting.  I  have  called  your 
attention  to  what  ftmav  probably  mean. 
Then  when  all  of  us  had  left  Paris,  when 
there  were  no  more  Americans  there,  they 
changed  the  proposition  that  "Labor  u 
not  a  commodity  or  an  artide  of  commerce" — 
you  know  that  expression  from,  the  Clayton 
Act.  And  what  does  that  constitution- 
making  body  do  when  it  is  called  together 
again?  Upon  the  motion  of  Mr.  BordeOjOf 
Canada,  they  make  that  to  read:  "The 
labor  power  of  a  himian  being  is  not  'merely* 
a  commodity  or  an  article  of  commerce," 
changing  an  absolute  negative  to  an  equally 
absolute  positive.  In  order  that  you  may 
understand  the  absolute  meaning  of  it.  i 
will  draw  a  parallel.  Somebody  says  Andrew 
Furuseth  is  a  scab;  somebody  else  doesn't 
like  that  and  proposes  a  resolution  that 
he  is  not  a  scab;  somebody  amends  it  to  read 
that  he  is  not  "merely"  a  scab;  and  that  is 
what  you  get  and  that  is  what  you  are  asked 
to  indorse. 

There  isn't  a  solitary  thing  here  that 
leaves  any  of  the  American  ideals  in  this 
document,  and  then  legislation  imder  it  is 
to  be  enacted  by  men  from  all  these  places 
who  could  not  understand  even  the  questioo 
of  involimttfry  servitude. 

There  is  something  here  with  reference 
to  women;  it  is  very  nice  and  expressive — 
the  principle  that  men  and  women  should 
receive  equal  remtmeration  for  work  of  equal 
value.  What  a  rich  time  a  lawyer  would 
have  in  construing  that?  How  can  you 
tell  whether  it  is  of  equal  value  or  not? 
And  when  they  wanted  to  put  it  so  that 
it  would  be  indisputable  by  stating,  ''equal 
pay  for  equal  time,"  Mr.  Barnes  saidT:  "Why. 
there  are  some  men  in  England  who  believe 
in  that,  but  they  believe  in  it  because  they 
don't  want  the  women  in  factories  or  in 
industry  at  all.  That  would  shut  them  out  of 
the  factories."  Well,  perhaps  It  would, 
but  that  has  been  the  position  of  the  labor 
movement  of  America — equal  pay  for  equal 
time  to  men  or  women. 

Then  there  is  the  question  of  wage  Since 
when  has  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
gone  on  record,  or  is  it  now  willing  to  go  on 
record  and  set  a  minimum  wage  for  full- 
grown  men,  and  have  it  set  by  someone 
else  instead  of  having  it  set  by  themselves? 
This  thing  is  foreign  to  evenrtning  that  you 
have  dreamed  of,  everything  that  you  have 
struggled  for,  everything  that  your  hopes 
and  aspirations  have  gone  out  to.  It  makes 
me  shudder. 

I  feel  that  I  should  say  one  more  thing. 
A  treaty — ^I  want  to  recall  to  your  mind  that 
we  have  a  treaty  with  Japan  which  gave  to 
tbe  Japanese  in  the  United  States  the  right  of 
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most  favored  natioiiB.  The  California  Legls- 
latiire  undertook  to  pass  a  law  that  the 
-  Japanese  should  not.  in  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, be  permitted  to  own  or  lease  land, 
and  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  sit 
alongside  the  little  American  girls  in  school. 
Mr.  Roosevelt,  of  sacred  memory,  told 
California  that  if  it  didn't  get  down  trom  its 
hig^  horse,  that  if  it  imdertook  to  pass 
such  legislation  he  would  use  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  to  enforce 
the  treaty.  When  Woodrow  Wilson  was 
elected  President,  California  tried  the  same 
thing  again,  and  Mr.  Bryan  was  s.oit  out  to 
plead  with  them,  and  he  pleaded  with  them  so 
successfully  that  the  Japanese  aru  taking 
charge  of  the  land  in  Califomia.  No  legis- 
lation was  enacted,  because  there  was  a 
treaty  standing  in  the  way. 

Take  the  seamen's  situation,  and  I  will 
close.  Perhaps  because  of  the  argument 
that  was  had  upon  it.  the  seamen  might 
be  more  safeguarded  than  any  other  labor, 
but  after  all,  I  don't  look  upon  it  as  being 
safe,  and  so  I  must  mention  It.  In  England 
today,  or  rather  here  in  the  United  States, 
we  are  up  against  a  fight  in  which  we  have 
spent  between  $60,000  and  $70,000.  to 
defend  the  Seamen's  Act.  We,  the  mud- 
sills, are  doing  that.  What  are  we  defend- 
ing? The  possibilities  of  the  United  States 
becoming  a  sea  power,  the  possibility  of 
the  United  States  becominff  equal  to  anybody 
else  on  the  ocean.  Who  fights  it?  England. 
What  Industrial  interests  fight  it?  The 
British.  And  when  I  came  bacK  from  France 
to  England  I  was  told  that  they  were  going  to 
use  the  Supreme  Court  decision  lately  handed 
down  to  sign  any  man  for  a  shilling  a  month 
who  asiced  for  the  protection  of  the  seamen's 
Act  when  he  arrived  in  the  United  States. 
The  hatred  of  the  Seamen's  Act.  the  objection 
to  it  is  simply  cold  and  calculating.  Let 
it  once  get  into  an  intematicmal  body  of 
this  description  with  any  authority  to  deal 
with  *t.  and  the  hope  of  the  United  States 
becoming  a  sea  power,  the  hope  of  the  United 
States  for  a  motrhant  marine  and  a  navy 
that  can  defend  America,  and  the  hope  of 
seamen  sufficiently  trained  to  draw  upon 
in  time  of  war  will  vanish.  Wars  are  not 
over,  don't  you  foreet  it,  and  when  the  time 
comes  if  you  havens  the  seamen  you  will  be 
helpless.    You  could  see  that  in  the  last  war. 

And  so  from  whatever  side  I  look  at  it, 
fh>m  the  labor  question  and  fit>m  the  Sea- 
men's question,  I  can't  vote  for  this  thing; 
I  can't  consistently  do  it.  and  I  have  got  to 
do  whatever  I  am  doing,  may  the  consequences 
be  what  theymay  to  me  and  mine. 

Secretary  woll:  The  contentions  Just  set 
forth  to  this  convention  so  dramatically  and 
so  graphically  have  been  fully  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  International  Labor  Rela- 
tions. May  I  say  at  the  outset  that  when  the 
delegate precedlngme indicated  what  a  former 
Premdent  of  the  United  States  threatened  to 
do  to  the  people  of  California  unless  they  re- 
spected what  is  believed  by  many  not  to  nave 
been  a  treaty  with  Japan,  but  merely  an  \mder- 
standing.  that  we  were  then  confhuited  with 
that  danger  and  the  Califomlans  were  sub- 
jected to  that  force  of  our  government  regard- 
less of  a  League  of  Nations,  which  demon- 
strates that  whether  we  have  a  League  of 
Nations  or  no.  we  must  respect  the  obliga- 
tions entered  into,  and  we  are  no  longer  a 
nation  isolated  in  world  affairs  and  therefore 
must,  to  some  extent,  subject  ourselves  to 
their  will  and  to  their  condtlon  of  life. 

It  is  true  that  every  agreement  entered  into, 
no  matter  how  narrowly  subscribed  its  pro- 


visions are,  no  matter  how  innocent  in  its 

Erovlsions,    whatever   agreement   is   entered 
ito,  to  that  degree  limits  your  own  freedom 
and  right  of  action.    That  is  the  law  of  life, 
that  is  the  law  of  society,  that  is  the  law  or 
government,  that  is  the  law  that  we,  as  trade  . 
unionists  follow,  and  when  we  enter  into  the^ 
American  Federation  of  Labor  we.  to  some     v 
degree,  give  away  our  own  freedom  of  action 
for  the  collective  good  of  all.     That  applies 
to  nations  as  It  does  to  o\irselves.  and  so,  ; 
however  perfect  the  League  of  Nations  docu- 
ment might  be,  it  would  at  least  to  that  degree 
to  which  agreements  have  been  entered  into    ■ 
limit  the  A-eedom  of  action  beyond  that  point 
to    which    they    had    obligated    themselves.  ' 
When  we  say  it  limits  us  here  or  there,  that  Is 
true  of  every  obligation,  and  if  that  argument 
is  well  founded  and  is  to  determine  the  Judg- 
ment of  this  convention,  then  let  us  be  fk>ank; 
let  us  accept  that  doctrine  and  let  us  say  we 
shall  have  no  League  of  Nations,  however 
perfect  it  may  be;  let  us  also  say  we  will  have 
no  understanding,   no  treaty,   no  obligation  ' 
with  any  other  peoples  of  thfs  world  and  that 
we.  as  the  United  States,  will  isolate  ourselves 
and  be  free  and  Independent  of  all  that  sur- 
rounds us. 

I  feel  that  this  convention  Is  not  going  to,  . 
in  this  day  and  in  this  time  and  period  of 
civilization,  adopt  a  doctrine  and  ascribe  to  • 
a  philosophy  of  that  character.  The  dele- 
Kate  preceding  me  has  laid  emphasis  on  this 
belief:  That  Article  23  in  the  last  draft  of  the 
League  of  Nations  covenant  constituted  a 
super-legislative  body  which  took  away  tram 
the  peoples  of  the  various  nations  parties  to 
that  covenant  the  right  to  determine  of  and 
for  and  by  themselves  the  condltons  of  life 
and  work  \mder  which  they  shall  live.  The 
document  itself  doc^  not  bear  out  that  con- 
clusion, because  it  reads:  "subject  to  and  in  '^ 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  international 
conventions  existing  or  hereafter  to  be  agreed 
upon."  What  does  that  mean?  "Conven- 
tion" as  indicated  in  your  conunittee's  report 
and  as  understood  in  Eiux>pean  terms  Is  an 
agreement,  and  so  let  us  read  it  in  our  own 
terminology:  "subject  to  and  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  international  agree- 
ments existing  or  hereafter  to  be  agreed  upon 
by  the  members;"  and  then  it  says:  "will 
endeavor  to  secure  and  maintain  foir  and 
human  conditions  of  labor  for  men,  women 
and  children,  both  in  their  own  ooimtries  and 
in  all  coimtrles  to  which  their  commercial  and 
industrial  relations  extend,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose of  reaching  these  imderstandings  will 
establish  and  maintain  the  necessary  inter- 
national orgjEmlzations."  That  lays  tne  foun- 
dation, the  Dulldlng  up  of  an  organization  for 
this  purpose,  and  then  we  turn  to  the  labor 
section  where  this  organization  is  created. 
And  what  do  we  find  there?  We  find  there 
that  the  organization  is  to  be  constituted,  as 
has  been  described  to  you  by  the  delegate. 
There  is  no  question  that  England  will  have  a 
larger  representation  in  that  organization, 
but  evea  it  we  were  to  bind  each  nation  to  but 
one  delegate,  America  would  not  have  a  ma- 
jority of  votes  because  there  are  many  nations, 
there  are  many  places  represented  here.  How- 
ever, that  is  not  of  such  vital  importance  as  to 
destroy  the  effectiveness  or  the  approval  of  the 
organization.  There  is  some  logic,  perhaps, 
to  that  representation.  I  have  the  distinc- 
tive recollection  of  this  convention's  action 
declaring  Itself  in  favor  of  and  as  having  recog- 
nized the  Republic  of  Ireland.  The  day  may 
come  when  Canada  will  likewise  declare  for  a 
R^ublic  of  Canada.  Other  possessions  of 
England  may  declare  things  of  that  nature 


Digitized  by 


Google 


AMERICAN  FEDERATION  OF  LABOR 


403 


and  to  my  mind  tlieir  representation  in  this 
<xmferenoe  will  perhaps  hasten,  rather  than 
Tetard.  a  realisation  c^  that  kind.  I  for  one 
would  not  regret  to  see  that  realization  come 
into  existence,  and  so  rather  than  retarding 
I  think  it  is  helpful  to  peoples. 

But  now  let  us  go  further  on  the  labor  pro- 
visions and  see  if  they  are  of  any  binding 
nature.  It  is  my  viewpoint,  it  is  the  view- 
ix>int  of  your  conunittee  that  the  nine  points 
are  not  oinding  agreements,  that  they  are 
merely  expressions  of  opinions  only  as  a  guid- 
ance for  the  consideration  of  matter  based 
upon  the  preamble,  and  the  preamble  is  as 
follows: 

"Whereas,  The  League  of  Nations  has  for 
its  object  the  establishment  of  universal  peace, 
and  such  a  peace  can  be  established  only  If  it 
is  based  upon  social  justice;  and 

*•  Whereas,  Conditions  of  labor  exist  involv- 
,  ing  such  injustice,  hardship  and  privation  to 
Jarge  numbers  of  people  as  to  produce  imrest 
80  great  that  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
world  are  imperiled;  and  an  improvement  of 
those  conditions  is  \urgently  required;  as,  for 
example,  by  the  regulations  or  the  hoiu*s  of 
work,  including  the  establishment  of  a  maxi- 
miun  working  day  and  week,  the  regulation 
of  the  laboiur  supply,  the  prevention  of  unem- 
ployment, the  provision  of  an  adequate  living 
wage,  the  protection  of  the  worker  against 
sickness,  disease  and  injiiry  arising  out  of  his 
•employment,  the  protection  of  children,  young 
persons  and  women,  provision  for  old  age  and 
Injury,  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ers when  employed  in  countries  other  than 
their  own,  recognition  of  the  principle  of  free- 
•  dom  of  association,  the  organization  of  voca- 
tional and  technical  'education  and  other 
measures; 

."Whereas,  Also  the  failiue  of  any  nation 
to  adopt  hiunane  conditions  of  labour  is  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  other  nations  which 
desire  to  improve  the  conditions  in  their  own 
countries; 

"The  High  Contracting  Parties,  Moved 
l>y  sentiments  of  Justice  and  humanity  as  well 
as  by  the  desire  to  secure  the  peace  of  the 
worla.  agree  to  the  following:" 

Then  ft  goes  on  in  Article  387:  "A  perma- 
nent organization  is  hereby  established  for  the 
promotion  of  the  objects  set  forth  in  the 
Preamble,"  which  I  have  Just  read  to  you. 

To  say  to  you  that  it  creates  a  super-legisla- 
tive body  and  that  It  deprives  the  entire  Con- 
gress fl-om  acting  upon  any  future  relations  in 
the  League  of  Nations  I  think  is  beyond  the 
document  in  itself  and  is  purely  imaginary. 

Delegate  McCarthy.  Carpenters:  Suppose 
this  A.  F.  of  L.  Convention  today  should  de- 
cide on  a  seven  or  a  six  hour  day.  and  suppose 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  should  also 
-decide  on  that  particular  number  of  hours, 
and  suppose  that  is  simed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Could  we.  the  working 
people  of  America,  put  that  law  into  practice 
without  going  over  to  this  so-called  institu- 
tion described  a  moment  ago  as  the  institution 
with  which  we  would  have  to  deal? 

Secretary  WoU:  Absolutely  so,  in  my  best 
information;  and  my  own  conviction  is  that 
the  League  of  Nations,  with  its  labor  provi- 
sions, does  not  in  anv  way  hamper,  restrict 
or  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  legislation  of 
any  nation  to  improve  its  legislation,  to  im- 
prove the  conditions  of  its  workers. 

The  League  of  Nations  goes  further  and  it 
adds  a  protecting  arm  against  what  nations 
have  advanced  leeislation  on  tha«;  score,  and 
it  only  restrains  this  interna  Jonal  organiza- 
tion Arom  recommending  or  urging  any  other 
nation  to  reduce  or  dimiinish  its  helpful  legis- 


lation. While  on  that  point  let  me  say  to  you 
that  it  is  niy  conviction  that  it  will  not  be  the 
League  of  Nations  whc  determine  whether  it 
diminishes  protection,  but  it  will  be  the  nation 
Directly  involved,  because  the  League  of 
Nations  does  not  take  away  the  power  or*  the 
sovereignty  fh)m  any  nation  in  the  League. 

To  make  it  clear,  let  us  analyze  the  situa- 
tion further.  The  international  conference 
decided  here  that  its  action  shall  be  expressed 
and  manifested  in  two  forins:  one,  a  recom- 
mendation to  be  submitted  to  members  for 
consideration  with  a  view  to  effect  being  given 
it  by  national  legislation  or  otherwise,  and  the 
other  by  a  draft  international  convention  for 
ratiflcatlon  by  the  members.  In  other  words, 
this  conference  or  labor  organization  may 
express  its  conclusions  in  two  forms,  one  in  the 
form  of  a  recommendation  to  all  members  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  which  they  may  accept 
or  reject  or  which  they  need  not  even  consider 
If  they  do  not  desire  to  do  so;  the  other  form 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  draft  convention  which 
the  nations  are  requested  to  ccnsider.  but 
which  they  may  accept  or  reject  or  modify,  op 
do  with  it  whatever  they  choose.  This  body 
can  only  recommend,  and  so  far  as  the  United 
States  is  concerned,  even  that  course  is  re- 
stricted in  its  effect  because  it  states  "in  the 
case  of  a  federal  State,  the  power  of  which  to 
enter  into  conventions  on  labor  matters  is 
subject  to  limitations.  It  shall  be  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  that  government  to  treat  a  draft 
convention  to  which  such  limitations  apply 
as  a  recommendation  only,  and  the  provisions 
of  this  article  with  respect  to  recommenda- 
tions shall  apply  in  such  case."  / 

Not  only  Is  that  first  manifestation  or  con- 
clusion of  this  labor  conference  recommenda- 
tory, but  even  in  a  draft  convention,  so  far  as 
our  nation  Is  concerned,  it  is  purely  a  recom- 
mendation, and  even  in  matters  where  the 
national  government  has  Jurisdiction,  say  over 
interstate  commerce,  there  the  government  is 
free  to  do  as  it  may  see  fit,  because  there  is 
nothing  binding  whatever  upon  any  nation 
to  adopt  a  draft  convention  or  a  reconunenda- 
tion  of  this  labor  conference. 

With  that  I  fail  to  see  where  any  of  these 
dangers  that  have  been  so  graphically  de- 
scribed have  their  foundation  in  fact  or  in 
the  docimient.  It  is  true  that  for  the  time 
being  at  least,  and  I  hope  not  for  all  time,  these 
labor  sections  may  not  mean  an  improvement 
of  the  conditions  of  the  workers  of  this  ooimtry . 
and  that  is  for  the  reason  that  our  conditions 
have  so  far  advanced  beyond  the  working  con- 
ditions existing  in  many  of  the  European 
nations.  I  personally  feel  that  this  provision 
is  going  to  be  helpful  in  upbidldinff  and  making 
better  the  lives  and  working  conditions  of  the 
workers  in  these  European  nations,  and  for 
that  reason  we  ought  to  be  glad  and  rejoice 
at  the  opportunity  of  giving  a  helping  hand 
to  those  who  have  not  advanced  as  far  as  we 
have.  I  see  nothing,  as  I  have  stated  before, 
and  that  is  the  opinion  of  your  conunittee — 
and  may  I  say  your  committee  entered  fully 
Into  that  subject,  that  we  were  all  deeply 
concerned  lest  something  might  be  contained 
that  might  prove  harmful,  that  might  restrict 
the  hopes  and  the  ambitions  of  our  labor  move- 
ment and  of  the  people  of  America,  or  which 
might  interfere  with  the  sovereignty  of  our 
nation  and  give  power  into  the  hands  of  other 
nations  which  we  feel  should  not  be  delegated 
to  them.  It  has  only  been  after  that  careful 
attention,  consideration  and  analysis  that 
your  committee  has  recommended  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  Leaffue  of  Nations  inprinciple. 

Delegate  McNulty,  Electrical  Workers:  I 
desire  at  this  time  to  offer  an  amendment: 
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.that  nothing  in  the  League  of  Nations  as  en- 
dorsed by  this  conventfon  can  be  construed 
as  denying  the  right  of  self-determination  and 
fteedom  to  Ireland  as  recogni2ed  by  the  vote 
of  this  convention  on  Tuesday,  June  17.  1910. 
(Amendment  seconded.) 

Delegate  Dimcan,  James  A..  Seattle:  Let's 
make  it  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  The 
Irish  in  this  convention  have  shown  them*- 
selves  mighty  poor  sports  when  it  came  to 
the  workers  of  other  nations  desiring  to  get 
their  fi^edom.  which  is  being  interfered  with 
by  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  including  the 
United  States  of  America. 

Delegate  Furuseth:  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order. 
The  amendment  is  not  germane  to  the  ques- 
tion and  is  not  in  order. 

President  Oompers:  The  point  of  order  is 
not  well  taken. 

Delegate  Brown.  Machinists:  I  don't  be- 
lieve there  is  a  question  that  has  arisen  before 
this  convention  that  will  mean  so  much  in  a 
general  way  to  us,  as  well  as  the  workers  of  all 
countries,  as  this  question;  therefore,  Mr. 
Chairman.  I  desire  through  vou  to  ask  whether 
Fraternal  Delegate  Bondfleld  will  give  us  the 
position  taken  by  the  British  Trades  Union 
Congress  in  this  matter. 

President  Oompers:  The  chair  desires  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  neither  the  peace 
treaty  nor  the  labor  provisions  were  formu- 
lated at  the  time  the  British  Trades  Union 
Congress  was  in  session. 

Vice-President  Green:  I  have  no  desire 
to  discuss  the  amendment  offered  by  Deleratte 
McNulty.  Istan  quite  willing  to  agree  to  that 
amendment.  I  think  it  is  unnecessary,  but 
if  It  wUl  satisfy  Brother  McNulty  and  his 
enthusiastic  fHends  I  am  willing  to  support 
it  and  vote  for  It.  I  want  to  speak  to  you 
for  Just  a  few  minutes  upon  the  report  of 
the  oonmilttee. 

I  regard  the  question  now  being  considered 
by  this  convention  as  the  most  important 
proposal  that  has  come  before  It  for  considera- 
tion and  action.  We  have  reached  the 
point  in  our  civlhzation  and  in  our  history 
where  we  are  confronted  with  a  proposition 
that,  to  my  mind,  is  the  most  constructive 
that  has  been  presented  to  civilization  for 
consideration  and  adoption.  First,  I  want 
to  speak  for  Just  a  few  minutes  in  support 
of  tne  committee's  report  with  reference  to 
the  League  of  Nations.  In  my  opinion  no 
part  of  the  agreement  that  has  been  negotiated 
at  Paris  has  been  so  misrepresented  and  so 
misinterpreted  in  America  as  the  League  of 
NatloDB.  It  occurs  to  me  that  If  there  is 
one  body  of  representative  citizens  that  can 
ofl6rd  to  approve  unanimously  of  the  League 
of  Nations  project  it  is  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  I  say  that 
because  the  men  and  women  whom  we  rep- 
resent in  this  convention  are  for  peace;  they 
are  against  war;  they  don't  beueve  in  it. 
They  have  been  opposed  to  war  and  have 
been  earnestly  endeavonng  to  find  some 
method  to  avert  wars. 

My  friends,  for  the  first  time  In  the  history 
of  mankind  there  has  been  brought  to  us  an 
Instrument  that  has  for  its  purpose  the 
prevention  of  war.  For  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  civilization  the  nations  of  the 
world  have  been  brought  together  in  a  com- 
mon covenant  for  a  common  purpose,  and 
they  have  declared,  through  the  Instrument  of 
the  League  of  Nations,  that  henceforth  and 
forever  it  is  the  purpose  of  civilization  to 
substitute  reason  for  force  in  the  settlement  of 
disputes  between  nations.  May  I  ask 
the  delegates  to  this  convention  this  question: 
Suppose  the  League  of  Nations  covenant  is 


rejected  by  the  United  States,  suppose  it  is 
rejected  by  the  nations    of  the  worid.  sup- 

I  pose  it  is  voted  down;  then  what  have  we  got? 
we  have  simply  settled  down  to  the  old  theinry 
of   the   survival   of  the    fittest.    We   have 

'    approved  of  the  old  method  of  uncivilized 

i  ifjataie,  of  alliances  ^  between  nations,  of 
militarism,  of  armaments,  and  all  that  wul  go 
on  because  there  is  no  moral  force  that  has 
been  created  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  war. 
What  will  we  do  if  we  defeat  the  League  of 
Nations?  How  are  we  going  to  look  into  the 
future?  To  what  can  we  look,  for  what  can 
we  hope  as  a  means  of  preventing  war  if 
this  Instrument  is  defeated?  The  working 
people  of  the  worid  are  groaning  for  peace, 
they  are  looking  for  something  that  may  come 
out  of  the  settlement  of  this  awful  war  that 
wHl  establish  good  wdl  among  nations  and 
peace  upon  earth. 

I  will  admit,  as  every  sensible  working  man 
must  admit,  that  the  League  of  Nations  In 
it  present  form  is  not  a  perfect  document. 
Is  it  possible  that  In  the  beginning  of  such 
constructive  work  fjrail  human  minds  could 
so  compose  their  differences  as  to  bring  to 
the  worid  a  perfect  document?  That  has 
never  been  done  in  woridng  out  differences 
between  men  and  differenoesDetween  nations. 
I  think  I  can  convince  you  that  that  state- 
ment is  true  bv  simply  refreshing  the  memory 
of  representatives  of  intematlonal  unions  sit- 
ting in  this  convention  as  ddegates.  How 
often  have  we  sat  around  the  council  table 
with  our  employers,  presenting  to  them  the 
demands  of  tne  workers:  and  how  many  tiznes 
have  we  come  back  from  the  coimcil  table  dis- 
appointed because  we  did  not  get  everything 
we  asked  for?  How  many  times  have  our 
constituents  denounced  us  and  criticised  us 
because  we  did  not  bring  bade  to  them 
everything  they  instructed  us  to  attempt 
to  obtain.  We  have  made  progress,  al- 
though I  venture  to  say  that  not  one  of 
us  irill  admit  that  the  agreements  between 
the  employers  and  the  oriuilzations  are  the 
ones  we  hoped  to  obtain.  But  they  have 
Improved  conditions  and  built  a  foundation 
upon  wiilch  we  hope  to  construct  until  we 
reach  the  time  when  we  can  realize  our 
hopes  and  aspirations. 

_  So  It  is  with  the  League  of  Nations.  In 
Paris,  sittmg  around  the  council  taMe.  there 
were  men  representing  nations  who  bsAd 
opinions  that  differed  materially.  It  was 
the  most  stupendous  task  in  the  history  of 
the  worid  to  compose  those  dUferences  and 
bring  to  us  the  document  we  now  have;  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  if  there  Is  any  one  repre- 
sentative body  in  America  that  can  affoiti 
to  and  that  ought  to  approve  unanimously 
this  instrument  that  has  for  its  purpose  the 

.promotion  of  peace  and  the  prevention  of 
war.  it  is  the  great  convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor.  Labor  has  always 
pleaded  for  peace;  labor  has  always  opposed 
war. 

I  hate  war;  I  hate  militarism;  I  hate  aU 
the  destructive  forces  that  are  turned  loose 
when  nations  go  to  war.  and  when  I  stood 
at  Chateau  Thierry  with  my  colleagues  and 
saw  the  little  moimds  above  our  American 
boys  sleephig  on  foreign  soil  I  hated  war 
worse  than  ever  before.  I  would  be  false 
to  my  family.  I  would  be  false  to  the  working 

rofue  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent, 
would  be  false  to  the  traditions  of  the 
American  labor  movement  from  the  hiyn- 
ning  of  time  if  I  faUed  to  support  the  imly 
remedy,  the  only  method,  offered  to  us 
after  this  awful  war  that  has  for  its  purpose 
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the  maintenance  of  peace  and  the  promo- 
tibn  of  good  will. 

Some  opposition  has  been  raised  to  cer- 
tain sections  in  the  League  of  Nations  cove- 
nant. There  is  opposition  to  Section  10, 
which  declares  that  the  territorial  integrity 
of  nations  will  be  maintained  and  protected 
from  external  aggression.  I  ask  you  to 
consider  Just  a  moment  the  meaning  of  this 
section.  What  has  been  the  original  cause 
of  practically  every  devastating  war  in  the 
history  of  mankind?  It  has  been  the  greed 
of  nations  for  more  territory,  for  the  exten- 
sion of  their  lines.  It  has  been  the  inclina- 
tion of  nations  to  covet  their  neighbor's 
yard  and  thehr  neighbor's  property.  .  How 
are  we  going  to  prevent  war  imless  a  combi- 
nation of  nations  shall  declare  that  we  are 
going  to  oppose  external  aggression  of  one 
nation  against  any  other  nation? 

Some  say  this  wHl  prevent  nations  fh>m 
participating  in  revolutions;  from  fighting 
for  their  own  independence.  Some  have 
gone  so  far  as  to  app^  to  the  Irish  race  and 
say  that  if  this  is  adopted  it  will  prevent 
them  from  realizing  their  hopes  for  independ- 
ence. That  is  a  misinterpretation,  a  mis- 
representation and.  in  my  opinion,  it  is  done 
for  the  deliberate  purpoise  of  defeating  the 
League  of  Nations.  There  is  nothing  in 
this  covenant  that  prevents  any  nation  or 
any  part  of  any  nation  from  settling  internal 
hStaira  in  its  own  way;  and  there  is  nothing 
in  that  section  or  any  other  section  that 
warrants  the  League  of  Nations  interfenng 
In  the  internal  affairs  of  any  nation  that  is  ^ 
party  to  the  L^tgue.  It  does  protect  the 
countries  in  the  nations  they  have  formed, 
and  I  imagine  that  if  some  nation  in  Europe 
would  attempt  to  come  to  South  America 
and  make  a  colony  of  some  of  the  South  Amer- 
ican republics  the  League  of  Nations  would 
say:  "Here,  you  must  stop.  Here,  you  must 
end  the  introduction  of  warfare."  How 
can  you  preserve  the  peace  of  the  world  un- 
less you  preserve  the  territorial  intesrlty 
of  the  nations  of  the  world?  The  Irish 
people  may  realize  their  independence  under 
the  terms  of  the  League  of  Nations,  if  they 
deshre  and  can  bring  it  about,  as  easily  as 
they  can  if  there  is  no  League  of  Nations. 

I  flftvor  the  League  of  Nations  not  because 
it  is  what  I  would  like  to  have  it  but 
because  it  is  the  one  Instrument  that  has  come 
out  of  this  awful  turmoil  of  war  that  will, 
In  a  measure,  preserve  the  peace  of  the  world. 
If  we  do  not  adopt  it.  if  we  do  not  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  it,  if  it  is  rejected  and  defeated, 
then  what  have  we  got  out  of  the  war?  Every 
nation  will  be  in  mortal  fear  of  its  neighbor. 
We  shaU  have  secret  covenants,  secret 
treaties,  and  no  moral  obligation  on  the  part 
of  nations  to  join  with  each  other  to  prevent 
war. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  this  convention  will 
respond  to  what  I  believe  is  the  well-founded 
sentiment  of  the  working  men  and  women 
of  America  and  adopt  this  covenant,  believe 
in  it,  approve  of  it,  and  say  to  the  reactionary 
elements  in  Congress  that  are  trying  to 
defeat  this  measure  that  the  working  people 
of  the  country  demand  that  they  adopt 
the  League  of  Nations. 

Just  a  word  or  two  on  the  labor  sections 
referred  to  by  my  fMend  Andrew  Furuseth.  I 
was  under  the  impression  when  1  heard  it 
rumored  that  my  friend  Andrew  Furuseth — 
for  whom  I  have  a  profound  regard — was 
opposed  to  these  labor  sections,  that  he  under- 
stood them  perflectly  well;  that  his  opposition 
was  founded  upon  a  complete  and  correct 
imderstanding  of  what  the  labor  sections  mean. 
After  UBt<uiing  to  his  address  I  am  forced 


to  reverse  my  opinion.  There  was  no  one 
who  worked  harder  for  the  realization  of  the 
demands  of  the  American  Federation  than 
President  Gompeis  at  the  sessions  in  Paris. 
It  was  a  most  torlng  experience,  an  ordeal 
that  in  my  judgment  he  could  not  undergo 
again.  The  best  thought  he  possessed, 
the  best  energy  he  possessed,  the  best  of  his 
life  and  beiuR  were  thrown  into  this  work 
in  order  that  he  might  satisfy  the  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  workers  of  America. 

It  seems  to  me  now  there  are  two  Andrew 
Furuseths;  one  in  Paris  and  another  in  Amer- 
ica, for,  as  I  understand  it,  at  Paris  my 
friend  Andrew  coxigratulated  the  Praddent 
of  the  American  FedOTation  of  Labor  for 
the  splendid  work  he  had  performed,  for  the 
covenant  itself,  and  for  the  labor  sections 
contained  therein.  Now,  I  don't  know  which 
one  to  believe;  whether  the  Andrew  who  con- 
gratulated President  Oompers,  in  Paris, 
or  the  Andrew  who  stands  here  this  after- 
noon completely  reversing  his  position. 
Perhaps  it  is  because  he  found  that  the  League 
itself  had  been  misrepresented  to  him;  and 
I  should  like  to  believe  it  is  due  to  that  fact 
rather  than  to  any  other  that  he  takes  the 
position  he  does  here  today. 

If  what  my  friend,  Andrew  Furuseth  says 
is  true,  then  we  have  delegated  to  an  interna- 
tional convention  all  our  sovereignty,  all  our 
power,  all  our  rights,  and  all  the  things  for 
which  the  American  labor  mov«ment  has  stood. 
Now,  as  an  answer  to  that,  let  me  ask  you. 
delegates,  do  you  believe  that  President 
Oompers.  who  has  served  you  for  over  thirty 
years,  would  agree  to  turn  over  the  sovereignty 
of  this  movement  to  an  international  labor 
convention?  Has  he?  Why,  it  would  mean, 
if  that  were  true,  that  President  Oompers  is 
either  easily  deceived  or  else  he  has  been  double 
dealing  with  the  American  labor  movement, 
and  from  my  experience  and  knowledge  of 
him  I  know  he  has  done  neither.  The  fact 
of  the  matter  is  that  all  of  those  things  have 
been  closely  watched  and  thoroughly  safe- 
guarded. 

The  international  labor  convention  set 
up  by  this  machinery  has  neither  legislative 
power  nor  administrative  power,  if  you  please. 
It  is  the  clearing  house  to  which  represen- 
tatives of  labor  from  all  the  nations  parties 
to  this  convention  may  come  and  there 
consider  what  things  are  best  for  the  labor 
of  the  worid;  after  they  have  considered 
them,  agree  upon  them — if  possible — and 
recommend  them  to  every  nation.  What 
for?  Merely  for  favorable  consideration. 
If  the  nations  wish  to  accept  the  recommenda- 
tions made  they  are  ftee  agents;  they  can  do 
so  or  they  can  refuse  and  reject  them  all. 
That  is  what  this  international  labor  con- 
ference means;  that  is  the  scope  of  Its  au- 
thority and  what  it  will  do.  i  feel  that  in- 
stead of  being  a  super-legidative  body  or  an 
instrument  of  oppression,  something  that 
will  tie  the  woricers  lumd  and  foot,  it  is  going 
to  be  the  greatest  international  force  for 
the  promotion  of  the  fundamental  things 
for  which  labor  stands  that  has  been  created 
in  this  century. 

We  hear  much  of  internationalism;  we 
hear  much  about  the  promotion  of  interna- 
tional relations;  we  hear  much  about  making 
the  labor  worid  over  toe^^her.  I  believe 
in  that.  And  here  we  have  the  instrument 
by  which  we  can  do  it.  Is  it  possible,  now, 
after  realizing  the  thing  for  wmch  we  have 
contended,  that  we  are  going  to  reject  it 
and  say  we  do  not  want  thething  we  have 
been  contending  for  all  these  years?       H" 

I  want  to  read  the  opinion  of  a  great  mind 
upon  the  achievements  of  labor  at  the  con 
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terance  in  Pftris.  I  want  to  read  to  you  his 
verywotrda: 

"The  labor  proirram  which  the  Oonference 
of  Peace  has  adopted  as  part  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  constitutes  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant achievements  of  the  new  day  in  which  the 
Interests  of  labor  are  to  be  systematically 
and  intelligently  safeguarded  and  promoted. 
Admist  the  multitude  of  other  interests 
this  great  step  forward  is  apt  to  be  overlooked, 
and  yet  no  other  single  thing  that  has  been 
done  will  help  more  to  stabilize  conditions  of 
labor  throughout  the  world  and  ultimately 
relieve  the  unhappy  conditions  which  in  too 
many  places  have  prevailed.  Personally  I 
reoard  this  as  one  of  the  most  gratifying 
achievements  of  the  Congrass." 

That  is  the  statement  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  Woodrow  Wilson. 

Here  again,  my  fHends,  I  think  I  can 
safely  say  that  we  have  but  trodden  the  path 
of  human  experience.  Labor  always  asks 
for  the  things  it  hopes  to  realize  and  for 
which  it  most  earnestly  contends.  "Hope 
springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast"  and 
our  aspirations  and  desires  have  always  been 
in  advance  of  our  realizations  and  the  practical 
conditions  that  exist.  Here  is  where  we 
presented  things  and  hoped  to  get  them  and 
did  not  get  them  all.  but  we  did  get  a  great 
many  things  we  earnestly  desired. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the 
world  the  nations  of  the  world  have  written 
into  a  document  that  they  agree  that  workers 
have  a  right  to  organize.  My  friend.  Mr. 
Puruseth.  puts  great  stress  on  the  words 
"lawful  organizations"  and  tries  to  leave  the 
impression  that  this  super-convention  will 
determine  what  is  lawful  and  what  is  not 
lawful.  Nothing  is  farther  fh>m  the  truth. 
The  American  government  will  ddcide  what  is  a 
lawful  organization  in  America;  the  French 
rapublic  will  decide  what  is  a  lawful  organiza- 
tion hi  France;  Great  Britain  will  dedde  for 
Great  Britain,  and  so  on;  every  country  will 
determine  for  itself  what  is  lawful  and  what 
is  not  lawful. 

The  war  has  cost  thousands  of  lives.  Our 
boys  went  across  the  ocean  to  sleep  on  foreign 
soil.  I  don't  want  ever  to  see  another  war. 
and  for  that  reason  I  hope  this  League  of  Na- 
tions will  be  approved  by  this  representative 
body,  so  that  the  people  of  this  nation  will 
know  where  labor  stands  on  the  question  of 
permanent  and  everlasting  peace. 

Delegate  Fitzpatrick.  White  Rats  Actors:  I 
have  been  told  that  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  on  becoming 
informed  that  the  word  "merely"  had  been 
inserted  in  the  labor  section  in  reference 
to  labor  as  a  commodity,  instantly  protested 
the  insertion  of  that  word.  I  wcadd  like  to 
inquire  if  that  is  true  and  if  there  has  been 
any  answer. 

President  Gompers:  The  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  will  ask  the 
indulgence  of  the  convention  to  address  them 
on  the  question  before  the  house  later. 

DelegoEkte  Heller.  Ladies'  Garment  Workers: 
Let  us  M  cool  and  reasonable  and  attentive, 
and  analyze  that  which  has  been  borne  out 
of  this  war.  and  let  us  see  whether  it  will 
bring  the  benefits  that  have  been  promised 
to  us  during  the  war  or  whether,  especially 
in  the  labor  clauses,  it  will  not.  on  the  con- 
trary, work  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  labor 
movement. 

I  say  that  it  is  quite  wrong,  as  Delegate 
Green  has  stated,  for  us  at  the  present  mo- 
ment to  vote  down  the  League  of  Nations 
which  has  been  the  hope,  at  least  so  repre- 
sented, and  the  belief  that  It  was  the  future 


instrumeot  to  give  happiness  to  the  workers, 
but  it  would  be  equally  wrong  to  state  that 
the  League  of  Nations  is  rii^t.  I  say  no.  so 
long  as  there  are  going  to  be  large  stand- 
ing armies,  and  so  long  as  only  a  part  of  the 
nations  of  the  world  are  going  to  constitute 
the  League  of  Nations  there  are  going  to 
be  wars,  and  more  terrible  wars  than  the 
one  Just  fought  for  labor  and  democracy. 

Let  us  leave  out  the  political  side  of  this 
entire  question.  I  feel  that  if  every  delegate 
to  this  convention  will  hold  the  view  of 
Delegate  Green,  that  war  is  horrible  and  that 
he  hates  war  and  that  this  is  goins  to  be 
the  view  of  every  worker,  there  will  be  no 
more  wars  in  the  future. 

Th^re  is  one  dangerous  point,  and  this  is 
the  labor  plank.  I  say  that  I  oppose  the 
labor  clause  of  the  League  of  Nations  be- 
cause it  has  the  power  to  lefldslate  labor  laws. 
If  this  conference  renders  a  decision  favorable 
to  the  workers  of  the  world,  the  governments 
in  existence  will  reject  it.  because  the  capital- 
ists will  S3e  that  it  is  executed  in  the  congresses 
and  parliaments  of  the  world.  On  the  con- 
trary, if  the  League  of  Nations  will  render 
a  decision  against  certain  interests  of  the 
workers,  the  workers  will  be  made  to  accept 
it  by  force  of  public  opinion. 

I  say  that  the  question  that  Brother 
McCTarthy  asked  ought  to  be  in  a  different 
form — what  is  going  to  be  the  result  if  the 
congress  of  the  League  of  Nations  ex- 
presses an  opinion  that  the  workers  should 
work  eight  hours  a  day  and  the  Miners' 
Union  should  go  on  strike  for  a  six-hour  day? 
I  say  that  you  are  going  to  be  m  a  terrible 
position,  and  moreover  you  will  never  get 
any  favorable  decisions  fh>m  this  conference 
because  labor  is  going  to  be  in  the  minority. 
They  are  going  to  be  three  to  one  against 
labor,  and  at  any  time  the  workers  of  a  country 
make  a  demand  for  certain  improvements, 
this  convention  will  express  an  opinion  and 
that  opinion  will  be  enough  to  kill  all  the 
aspirations  of  those  workers. 

Therefore,  Mr.  Chairman  and  delegates.  I 
fear  that  by  accepting  this  draft  in  this  form 
we  are  establishing  an  institution  that 
will  say  yes  or  no,  right  or  wrong  to  labor. 
They  will  have  no  power  to  force  governments, 
but  will  have  the  power  to  force  something 
upon  the  labor  organizations,  and  therefore, 
horrible  as  this  may  be  for  the  nations  of 
the  world,  no  matter  how  great  a  disappoint- 
ment it  is  going  to  be  to  the  peoples  of  the 
world,  after  they  have  made  the  League  of 
Nations  the  guide  of  the  future  destinies,  still  I 
fear  for  the  future  of  labor  If  it  is  accepted, 
because  labor  will  not  have  anything  to 
say.  They  are  going  to  be  ruled  at  all  times 
by  public  opinion  of  the  world,  and  we  are 
not  strong  enough  yet  to  withstand  the  pressure, 
and  the  world-  is  not  idealistic  enough  yet. 
especially  those  outside  the  labor  move- 
ment, to  concede  the  principles  that  have  been 
adopted  and  inserted  in  this  treaty.  There 
are  going  to  be  such  interprdtatlons  as  will 
absolutely  kill  the  intent  and  purpose  of 
this  entire  agreement.  I  merely  address 
you  in  the  interests  of  labor,  and  fust  as  you 
are  fighting  or  condemning  the  effort  of  any 
outsider  to  interfere  in  the  afltalrs  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  I  am  stronglv 
opposed  to  interference  on  the  part  of  capital- 
ists in  the  affairs  of  this  American  Federation 
of  I.abor. 

Delegate  Walkw.  J.  H..  Mhie  Workers: 
Mr.  Chairman,  in  my  opinion  the  League  of 
Nations  is  about  the  most  important  ques-. 
tlon  we  will  have  had  to  deal  with  during 
our  lifetime,  or  that  we  shall  ever  be  caJlea 
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upon  to  deal  with.  As  I  see  it.  it  has  in  it  the 
real  values  for  which  the  war  itself  was  fought. 
To  make  a  mistake  now  may  lose  the  thing 
for  which  oiu*  men  died  in  the  trenches.  To 
use  our  good  Judgment  now  and  do  the 
things  we  should  will  save  for  us  every 
thing  that  was  fought  for  bv  those  men  who 
died  in  the  trenches  and  wiU  make  it  impos- 
sible for  himianity  to  be  required  to  go  through 
that  experience  again. 

r  am  gomg  to  deal  first  with  the  labor  sec- 
tions of  the  covenant.  To  begin  with.  I 
want  to  refer  briefly  to  one  or  two  of  the 
things  Delegate  Fiiruseth  referred  to.  He 
said,  and  he  was  careful  to  make  that  quali- 
fication, that  if  the  Labor  Conference  had 
the  authority  to  legislate  for  us  and  if  their 
legislation  could,  be  enforced  by  law.  jf  a 
penalty  were  provided,  then  we  would  be 
subject  to  the  influences  of  man  representing 
labor  in  backward  countries  in  our  labor 
conditions  here  in  our  own  country.  If 
you  have  read  the  covenant  itself  you  will 
see  that  it  says  in  plain  language  that  we 
are  not  boimd  oy  anything,  even  in  the  main 
body  of  the  covenant,  let  alone  the  labor 
sectldhs  of  it,  except  our  own  representatives 
first  agree  to  and  vote  for  it.  and  then  that 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  itself  by 
legislative  enactment  favor  it  and  decide 
to  enforce  it.  There  is  no  danger  fix>m 
that  source.  And  it  might  be  well,  while 
considering  that  matter,  to  compare  the 
condition  we  will  be  in  then  with  the  condi^ 
tlon  we  are  in  now. 

There  are  twenty  treaties  varying  in  their 
terms  Arom  ten  to  twenty  years  that  the  United 
States  is  a  party  to  now. 

I  want  you  to  recall  about  how  much  time 
you  spent  in  discussing  treaties  in  the  past 
before  the  Senate  enacted  them.  How  many 
treaties  did  you  have  an  opportunity  to  dis- 
cuss? Not  one.  This  is  the  first  treatv  that 
was  ever  ffiven  the  people  of  the  natioi^  to 
discuss  before  the  Senate  enacted  it.  In  the 
past  treaties  were  made  by  your  representa- 
tives and  enacted  by  the  Senate  behind  closed 
doors,  and  the  only  thing  you  got  was  the 
finished  act  which  you  had  to  live  up  to. 

Delegate  Furusetn  said  this  treaty  was  made 
to  last  forever.  This  covenant  itself  provides 
that  it  can  be  amended  from  time  to  time  as 
provided  by  the  machinery,  and  it  gives  us  a 
right  to  withdraw  at  any  time  we  like.  But 
even  suppose  that  the  conference  agreed  to 
the  proposition,  and  suppose  that  the  repre- 
rsentatives  of  labor — our  own  men  that  we 
select  for  those  positions — agreed  to  it.  we 
would  not  be  boimd  by  it  imless  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  itself  after  that  action 
was  taken,  voted  to  be  boimd  by  it.  I  am 
not  saying  that  it  is  an  absolute  safeguard  of 
labor's  interest  having  it  reqxiired  to  be 
enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
but4it  least  the  very  worst  that  can  be  said 
about  it  is  that  it  is  no  worse  than  the  condi- 
tion we  now  have.  We  have  our  own  repre- 
sentatives meeting  there:  they  are  in  com- 
munication with  us  all  the  time.  I  want  to 
make  that  clear,  so  that  so  far  as  Brother 
Furuseth's  main  contention  is  concerned, 
there  is  absolutely  no  ground  whatever  for 
his  contention  and  the  covenant  itself  pro- 
vides Just  the  opposite.  It  can  be  amended 
at  any  time  and  we  can  withdraw  Arom  it  at 
any  time.  It  is  not  made  permanent  and  it 
can -be  changed. 

For  three  weeks  prior  to  this  convention,  at 
the  request  of  President  Gompers  and  Vice- 
President  Duncan.  I  served  with  a  commission 
making  a  tour  of  our  coimtry  to  advocate 
ratification  of  the  covenant.    In  the  meetings 


I  was  required  to  attend  during  that  tour 
about  90  per  cent  of  the  people  In  tne  audiences 
were  business  men  and  employe's  and  because 
of  that  I  could  not  discuss  the  things  that 
appealed  to  me  trom  a  worker's  point  of  view 
as  reasons  why  the  covenant  should  be  ratified, 
because  If  I  did  I  should  have  turned  the 
audience  in  the  opposite  direction.  I  was 
surprised,  however,  when  I  came  here  to  find 
that  there  were  some  representatives  of  Labor 
opposing  this  covenant,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  it  has  only  a  moral  influence — be- 
cause that  is  about  all  it  is — with  machinery 
which,  when  moral  influence  has  brought 
about  a  condition  that  allows  something  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  progress,  in  the  way  of 
benefit  to  humanity,  and  not  the  thmgs  orean- 
ized  labor  has  been  advocating  in  Hadjez. 
but  in  America  through  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  as  fundamental  declarations 
that  are  at  the  basis  of  the  labor  declarations 
on  which  the  League  will  operate.  I  will  quote 
briefly  fh)m  Section  2,  Article  427,  "  General 
Prindplee:" 

"The  right  of  association  for  all  lawful  piu*- 
poses  by  the  employes  as  well  as  by  the 
employers." 

That  means  that  every  worker  has  the  right 
to  onranize. 

"The  payment  to  the  employed  of  a  wage 
adequate  to  maintain  a  reasonable  standard 
of  life  as  this  is  understood  in  their  time  and 
country." 

•  This  is  something  we  have  advocated  all  the 
time. 

"The  adoption  of  a  weekly  rest  of  at  least 
twenty-four  noiun.  which  shooild  include  Sim- 
dav  wherever  practicable." 

One  day's  rest  in  seven  is  one  of  our  stand- 
ard demands. 

"The  abolition  of  child  labor  and  the  impo- 
sition of  such  limitations  on  the  labor  of  yotmg 
persons  as  shall  permit  the  continuation  of 
their  education  and  assure  their  proper  physi- 
cal development. 

"The  principle  that  men  and  women  should 
receive  equal  remuneration  for  work  of  equal 
value." 

These  are  the  things  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  advocates  in  America;  they  are 
things  every  organizer  paid  by  you  to  work 
for  the  labor  movement  advocates;  they  are 
things  every  international  officer  here  and 
every  trade  unionist  in  our  ooimtiy  has  advo- 
cated and  fought  for.  They  are  things  we 
have  struck  for.  spent  our  money  for.  gone 
to  Jail  for,  and  that  some  of  us  died  for  in  the 
past.  These  are  the  things  the  American 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  every  labor-hating 
corporation  in  our  country,  and  every  institu- 
tion that  refuses  to  recognize  the  right  of 
working  men  and  women  to  organize  have 
been  fighting  day  and  night,  in  season  and  out. 
ceaselessly,  by  every  means  they  could  muster 
up.  Do  you  wonder  why  employers  tmd  busi- 
ness men  of  that  type  are  all  fighting  against 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty.  And  that  Is 
what  they  are  doing.  Of  course,  all  decent 
employers  favor  these  things,  and  a  great 
many  of  our  employers  are  decent. 

I  am  not  speaking  simply!  out  of  my  own 
imagination — I  have  not  been  long  enough  In 
the  United  States  Senate  for  that — but  every- 
where in  our  nation  these  men  and  these 
interests  are  fighting  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty;  and  they  know  why  they  are  fighting 
it;  they  know  ii  this  covenant  is  ratified  and 
that  Charter  of  Rights  bill  becomes  the  de- 
clared policy  of  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
any  opposition  they  may  have  will  be  set  aside 
and  these  will  be  the  minlmumloonditions  for 
labor.    I  say  to  you  that  if  nothing  but  these 
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six  things  are  adopted,  no  stronger  moral 
influence  could  operate  in  favor  of  our  getting 
them,  and  there  is  no  man  or  woman  in  the 
trade  imions  of  the  coimtry  that  knows  what 
it  means  but  would  go  to  the  extreme  limit 
to  try  to  bring  about  its  realization. 

In  1912  the  United  Mine  Workers  of  Amer- 
ica instructed  delegates  to  go  to  Amsterdam 
and  introduce  resolutions  in  the  International 
Mining  Congress  held  there.  These  resolu- 
tions declared  that  if  any  nation  represented 
in  that  meeting  initiated  a  war  of  aggression 
the  miners'  union  of  that  nation  would  declare 
a  general  strike  and  refuse  to  work  or  fight. 
I  introduced  the  resolution  and  then  I  with- 
drew it  at  the  request  of  delegates  fh)m  the 
German  miners'  union.  They  told  me  they 
could  not  even  sit  in  the  convention  where 
such  a  resolution  was  proposed,  that  even  if 
they  opposed  it  and  sat  in  a  meeting  that  con- 
sidered a  matter  of  that  kind  it  wduld  be  taken 
by  their  government  that  they  had  assumed 
that  they  nad  a  right  to  act  on  a  question  of  a 
military  nature,  and  immediately  their  organ- 
ization would  be  destroyed,  their  property 
confiscated,  and  the  officers  and  members 
punished  in  whatever  manner  the  imperial 
government  saw  fit. 

My  purpose  in  bringing  up  this  matter  is 
this:  The  Irish  need  not  be  afraid  of  Section  10. 
The  object  of  Section  10  is  to  guarantee  pro- 
tection against  invasion  by  force  and  if  we  are 
not  in  favor  of  it  then  we  must  be  in  favor  of 
any  strong  nation  that  wants  to  do  it  invading 
any  other  country.  The  Monroe  Doctrine  was 
promulgated  by  our  government  because  the 
so-called  Holy  Alliance — a  combination  of  the 
European  nations.  Great  Britain  excepted — 
had  decided  to  go  to  South  America  and  make 
the  nations  there  that  had  revolted  against 
Spain  and  established  their  own  republicsgo 
back  again  imder  Spanish  domination.  The 
American  Government — and  I  think  there 
were  a  good  many  Irish  in  the  government 
then — formulated  the  Monroe  Doctrine  and 
said  that  no  nation  on  earth,  outside  <^  Amer- 
ica, would  be  permitted  to  Interfere  with  the 
affairs  of  any  nation  on  the  American  Hemis- 
phere. They  decided  for  that  thing,  and  I 
am  satisfied  the  great  majority  of  our  people — 
particularly  men  who  earnestly  desire  Ireland 
to  have  the  right  of  self-determination — ^favor 
it  now. 

I  think  most  of  you  since  coming  to  this 
convention  received  letters — I  know  I  did— 
which  said  that  if  Section  10  was  enacted 
Canada,  Australia  and  Ireland  would  never 
be  able  to  get  their  freedom.  The  Inference 
was  that  the  United  States  would  have  to 
furnish  an  army  to  suppress  any  of  those 
people  if  they  attempted  to  establish  their 
own  republic.  The  fact  Is  that  the  covenant 
itself  makes  that  matter  clear  when  it  says  it 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  internal  affairs  of 
any  natioh,  that  no  nation  is  to  furnish  mili- 
tary power  to  suppress  any  people  that  want 
to  change  their  form  of  government.  In  such 
a  case  no  nation  a  member  of  the  League  has 
any  right  to  interfere. 

Suppose  we  go  back  to  1914.  Suppose  we 
go  back  to  that  condition  where  every  nation 
was  an  armed  nation  and  had  to  protect  itself 
with  its  own  resources  from  all  the  other  na- 
tions on  earth.  Do  you  believe  that  any 
nation,  under  those  circumstances,  would  be 
willing  to  allow  territory  immediately  adjoin- 
ing to  secede  and  form  a  government  that 
might  make  allianoes  with  nations  they  were 
aftuid  of?  It  doesn't  look  reasonable.  At 
the  same  time,  suppose  that  the  League  of 
Nations  is  established  and  a  world  govern- 
ment is  formed   whteh    will  guarantee  the 


integrity    of   every   nation's    territory   fhun 
foreign  invasion. 

Suppose  that  kind  of  a  nation  had  a  govern- 
ment established  and  every  nation  on  earth 
becomes  thoroughly  convhiced  it  will  be  safe 
from  the  a^Kression  of  every  other  nation  in 
the  world;  I  think  when  we  get  to  that  point 
there  will  not  be  so  much  concern  on  the  i>art 
of  any  nation  about  keeping  any  territory  that 
does  not  want  to  be  kept  by  that  country. 
I  believe  when  that  stage  has  been  arrived 
at  Canada.  New  Zealand  and  Ireland  will  be 
able  to  get  the  right  of  self-determination  if 
they  ask  for  it.  I  thbik  about  half  the  people 
who  live  in  Scotland  have  Irish  names  and 
half  the  people  who  live  In  England  have  Irish 
names,  and  about  half  the  people  who  live  in 
Ireland  have  English,  Welsh  apd  Scotch  names. 
It  isn't  a  question  of  race,  and  some  time,  when 
this  flEtlse  sentiment  has  had  time  to  subside, 
as  a  matter  of  common  sense  they  will  come 
together  for  their  own  mutual  protection.  I 
believe  that  opce  the  League  of  Nations  is 
established,  if  convinced  that  they  will  be 
safeguarded  ftt>m  foreign  aggression,  many 
smaU  nationalities  will  be  given  the  right  to 
set  up  republics  where  conditions  Justify  that 
being  done. 

The  section  relating  to  armaments  provides 
that  armaments  will  be  reduced  to  the  lowest 
point  possible  consistent  with'  the  protection 
of  each  coimtry  and  the  enforcement  of  na- 
tional obligations.  That  means  that  the  cost 
for  military  establishments  will  be  reduced  to 
all  peoples  to  the  lowest  minimum,  We  have 
not  had  that  sort  of  burden  in  the  United 
States,  but  the  European  nations  have,  and  if 
there  is  no  League  of  Nations  provided  for 
now  we  will  be  compelled  in  self-defense  to  do 
the  same  thing.  For  fifty  years  Germany 
built  up  her  military  machine;  she  developed 
the  most  effective  methods  of  destroying 
human  life,  and  as  a  result  when  this  war 
broke  loose  there  were  more  men  killed  in  less 
time  and  more  property  destroyed  than  in 
any  war  ever  fought  in  all  history.  And  let 
me  say.  they  had  only  just  begun  to  perfect 
the  means  of  destroying  human  life.  Before 
the  war  was  concluded  our  own  government 
had  gases  invented  against  which  there  would 
be  no  defense.  The  possibility  of  death  tram 
disease  bacteria  turned  loose  ftx)m  airplanes 
and  dirigibles  in  the  clouds  is  too  horrible  even 
to  contemplate:  but  suppose  we  go  into  an- 
other war  after  all  of  the  nations  have  built  up 
such  organizations  and  have  applied  their 
reBOurcea  for  years  to  discovering  new  and 
more  effective  methods  of  destro^g  hmnan 
life,  what  khid  of  war  will  it  be?  Thte  sectton 
makes  it  impossible  for  any  nation  to  be  suc- 
cessful in  doing  such  a  thing  in  the  future. 

This  same  section  recognizes  the  dangers  of 
men  and  corporations  making  private  profits 
out  of  the  manufacture  of  war  implements 
and  mimitions  and  declares  for  their  abolitlpn. 
It  is  a  publto  secret  that  the  munition  manu- 
facturers of  our  coimtry  have  been  active 
in  the  past  in  fomenting  revolutions  in  South 
America.  There  has  hardly  been  a  revolu- 
tion in  South  America  for  the  last  fifty  yeora 
that  was  not  fomented  by  some  munition- 
making  concern  in  our  own  country.  Look 
over  the  list  of  those  who  are  publicly  opposing 
the  establishment  of  a  League  of  Nations  now. 
Look  at  the  list  of  those  who  oppose  it  in  the 
Senate.  One  man  comes  fh>m  a  copper  state 
where  there  were  ten  billion  poimds  of  copper 
mined  and  ready  for  sale  when  this  war  was 
stopped.  They  nave  ten  times  the  production 
of  copper  needed  for  peace  times:  tnat  means 
that  copper  property  values  will  be  reduced 
by  millions  if  not  billions  of  dollars.     These 
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men,  of  course,  are  not  fighting  to  make  pos- 
sible wars  in  the  future  for  selfish  reasons,  out 
it  seems  strange  that  the  greatest  opposition 
to  this  League  comes  from  them.  Another 
Senator  comes  from  a  state  where  the  same 
thing  is  true  of  lead.  Senators  from  the 
eastern  states,  where  they  have  the  highest 
protective  tariff  and  the  lowest  wage  scales, 
are  opposing  it.  Some  from  the  lumber  and 
shipping  district  who  made  a  great  deal  of 
money  Because  of  the  war.  and  who  would  do 
the  same  if  we  have  another  war.  are  opposing 
it.  I  do  not  say  they  are  opi>osing  it  for  sel- 
fish reasons;  but  it  seems  strange  that  every 
one  of  them  who  has  such  reasons  for  opposing 
it  is  doing  00. 

If  this  Peace  Treaty  with  the  League  of 
Nations  to  enforce  it  is  adopted,  not  only  shall 
we  have  made  greater  strides  forward  than 
have  ever  been  made  in  hiunan  history  for 
making  wars  impossible,  but  with  the  labor 
covenants  in  that  document  we  shall  have 
made  the  greatest  strides  forward  in  civiliza- 
tion that  were  ever  made. 

A  motion  was  adopted  to  remain  in  session 
imtil  the  question  under  consideration  was 
disposed  of. 

Delegate  Puruseth:  Mr.  Chairman,  a 
question  of  personal  privilege.  My  name  has 
been  used  and  I  desire  to  reply  to  some  state- 
ments that  have  been  made. 

President  Oompers:  The  delegate  has  occu- 
pied the  fullest  time  allotted  for  discussion, 
when  other  delegates  desire  to  address  this 
convention  it  is  the  privilege  of  such  delegates 
to  take  precedence  over  the  delegates  who 
have  addressed  the  convention. 

Delegate  Furuseth  asked  if  he  would  be 
given  the  floor  on  a  question  of  personal  privi- 
lege when  the  other  delegates  who  desired  to 
do  so  had  spoken.  The  Chairman  replied 
that  he  would  be  given  that  privilege. 

It  was  suggested  by  the  Chair  that  if  the 
question  before  the  convention  could  be  der 
termined  upon  before  adjournment,  it  might 
be  possible  to  conclude  the  work  of  the  con- 
vention on  Saturday.  A  motion  that  the 
convention  remain  in  session  imtil  the  com- 
mittee's report  was  disposed  of  was  then 
adopted. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  United  Brotherhood 
of  Carpenters:  It  is  not  my  desire  to  take  up 
much  of  yoiu*  time.  This  question  has  been 
discussed  by  delegates  to  this  convention  and 
by  the  "Third  House"  of  this  convention  for 
several  days,  and  now  that  we  have  discussed 
it  for  several  hours  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  we  all  \mderstand  thoroughly  what  we 
ought  to  do  with  it.  At  the  last  convention 
we  performed  very  cleverly  on  that  stage,  and 
since  that  convention  we  have  performed  on 
the  battlefield  so  successfully  that  we  bave 
driven  off  all  the  opponents  of  freedom  and 
liberty  for  the  people  of  the  world. 

Wlnr  any  man  should  be  opposed  to  what 
the  labor  commission  has  done  abroad  is  some- 
thing I  can  not  understand.  Why  any  Irishman 
or  any  lover  of  liberty  should  be  opposed  now 
to  the  adoption  of  this  report,  after  the  amend- 
ment of  Delegate  McNuIty  has  been  accepted , 
is  something  also  I  can  not  understand.  I 
was  led  to  believe  that  Section  23  was  rather 
severe.  Now  I  have  convinced  myself  that 
it  is  quite  the  contrary.  If  Delegate  Furu- 
seth, in  the  long  years  he  has  labored  in  de- 
fense of  the  seamen  of  America  and  the  seamen 
of  the  world,  had  enjoyed  the  same  oppor- 
tunity years  ago  to  meet  those  men  Arom  other 
nations,  put  his  feet  under  the  table  with  them 
and  discuss  the  question  as  he  has  with  our 
own  Congress,  in  our  own  country,  his  own 


organizations  and  ours  would  be  far  better  off. 

1  think  we  should  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  convention  discussing  matters  upon  which 
we  are  absolutely  agreed.  I  take  it  that  the 
words  of  Delegate  Green  in  regard  to  President 
Wilson  and  the  words  he  gave  expression  to 
regarding  the  labor  provisions  are  100  per 
cent  true,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  also — and 
I  know  the  laboring  people  of  this  coimtry  will 
take  it  for  granted — that  what  Samuel  Gom- 
pers  said  of  the  labor  provisions  is  as  repre- 
sented to  you. 

Section  10  speaks  of  invasion.  Is  there  any 
delegate  among  us  who  understands  that  Ire- 
land is  trying  to  invade  Ireland?  I  don't 
think  80.  That  has  no  bearing  on  the  ques- 
tion we  are  discusshig.  It  has  been  drawn 
into  it  merely  for  the  purpose  of  prejudicing  the 
minds  of  the  people  of  our  country;  and  it 
ought  to  stop,  and  stop  now.  We  ought  to 
leave  that  phase  of  it  alone.  I  am  inclined 
to  believe  that  our  own  nation  has  had  as  much 
to  do  with  inserting  Section  10  in  that  article 
as  any  other  nation  on  earth. 

We  ourselves  are  not  so  tree  fkx>m  invasion 
as  some  believe.  Remember  the  construc- 
tion put  on  the  action  of  former  President 
Roosevelt  when  he  went  to  California  on  the 
Japanese  question.  He  was  not  exactly  cor- 
rect in  his  position.  That  precedent  estab- 
lished that  if  it  were  necessary  to  use  the  War 
Department  or  the  Navy  Department  he 
would  place  the  little  Jap  boy — of  twenty-one 
to  twenty-three  years  of  age.  possibly — ^who 
was  acquiring  an  education  in  our  public 
schools,  side  oy  side  with  our  little  girl  of 
thirteen  or  fourteen.  To  that  we  objected, 
and  we  objected  so  strongly  that  we  made 
President  Roosevelt  take  that  back;  and  he 
never  did  establish  the  Jap  side  bv  side  with 
the  American  child.  If  we  had  at  that  time 
this  League  of  Nations  which  is  belngso  much 
discussed,  the  chances  are  that  Theodore 
Roosevelt  would  have  remained  quiet.  But 
whether  he  would  or  not  we  woula  have  con- 
ducted ourselves  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
conserve  the  interests  of  the  citizenship  of 
America. 

The  secretary  of  the  conunittee  called  to 
our  attention  the  tBct  that  this  section  has 
absolutely  nothing  to  do  with  our  affairs  in 
America;  that  we  can  shorten  our  hours  of 
labor,  that  we  can  increase  our  remuneration 
and  better  our  conditions  generally  without 
being  curbed  by  this  super-legislative  body. 
I  appeal  to  you  strong  men  and  t^  you  women 
of  finer  intellect  iliat  when  we  were  asked  to 
send  our  sons  and  daughters  across  the  water 
we  responded  to  the  call,  but  do  we  want  to 
do  it  again?  No;  and  this  League  of  Nations 
is  calculated  to  prevent  it  for  all  time  to  come. 

I  hope  the  delegates  will  vote  unanimously 
for  the  adoption  of  this  covenant  as  it  is 
arranged,  and  give  life  to  that  sentiment  that 
will  keep  America  for  Americans  for  all  time 
to  come. 

Delegate  McCullough.  Tvpographical  Union  : 
I  had  noped  that  I  would  be  permitted  to 
discuss  tnis  question  at  some  length  in  its 
historical  and  political  phases,  but  the  de- 
bate that  I  have  listened  to  this  afternoon  has 
led  me  to  abandon  that  purpose.  I  want 
to  say  just  a  word.  I  wish  I  could  share 
the  hope  that  seems  to  have  animated  so 
many  of  the  delegates  who  have  expressed 
themselves  so  eloquently  here  this  afternoon, 
that  we  have  changed  hiunan  nature  to  the 
point  where  wings  have  already  begtm  to 
sprout,  if  they  are  not  actually  wearing 
wings.  I  can  not  at  this  time  subscribe  to 
that  doctrine. 

I  would  like  to  discuss  the  growth  of  the 
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labor  movement  in  this  country  and  report 
to  you  in  whatever  language   I   might   the 

?)rogre88  that  we  made  from  the  time  less 
han  a  century  ago.  when,  within  sight  of 
Independence  Hall  in  Philadelphia,  a  body 
of  pnnters  were  thrown  into  jafl  as  conspira- 
tors. For  what?  For  appointing  a  commit- 
tee to  go  to  the  employers  and  ask  for  an 
increase  in  wages.  I  would  like  to  trace  the 
efforts  and  the  sacrifices  made  in  support 
of  the  principles  which  the  delegates  of 
this  convention  have  described  in  tne  most 
beautiful  language  that  was  ever  written  in 
this  world,  in  which  they  expressed  their 
abiding  belief  in  those  principles  that  in- 
spired men  to  undergo  every  hardship, 
every  danger,  that  they  might  achieve  the 
loftiest  ambition  that  ever  animated  human 
hearts,  and  that  U  the  right  of  men  to  govern 
themselves,  and,  as  we  nave  expressed  it  in 
ooDventions,  the  right  of  collective  bargaining, 
of  the  right  to  sell  our  labor  in  connection  with 
the  labor  of  our  fellow  men. 

Let  me  go  on  to  the  Toronto  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
call  your  attention  to  a  scene  that  occurred 
there.  It  was  when  the  telegram  was  brought 
in  that  announced  that  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  one  of  the 
Vice-Presidents  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  had  been  ad- 
judged guilty  and  sentenced  to  a  term  of  im- 
prisonment for  standing  up  and  defending 
the  rights  of  American  labor.  I  recall  now  the 
dignified,  deliberate  and  solemn  statement 
that  was  made  by  the  President  of  the  Ameiv 
lean  Federation  of  Labor  on  that  occasion. 
I  recall  the  tender  pathos  of  a  similar  state- 
ment made  by  John  Mitchell,  when  he  stood 


on  the  floor  of  that  convention  and  gave  us 
the  story  of  his  life  and  expressed  nis  de- 
votion to  the  flag  of  the  United  States  and 


pledged  himself  not  only  then,  but  forever, 
to  all  that  that  flag  stands  for.  I  recall 
the  temperate  language  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  on  that 
occasion,  and  I  can  see  how  that  convention 
was  thriUed.  And  then  came  one  of  the  most 
splendid  recoll^ions  that  I  have  of  the  or- 
ganization, when  the  Committee  on  Boy- 
cotts made  its  report,  and  the  Secretary  of 
that  Committee.  James  Lynch,  concluded 
that  report  with  the  declaration  that  we  would 
continue  to  boycott.  Those  of  you  that 
were  there  will  recall  how  the  delegates  sprang 
to  their  feet  and  cheered  and  cheered.  That 
was  the  answer  of  American  labor,  that  we 
were  a  militant  body,  a  fighting  organization, 
ready  to  go  forth  and  defend  all  that  the  or- 
ganization stood  for.  asking  nothing  but  its 
own  strength  and  its  own  valor  on  which 
to  rely  to  achieve  that  purpose. 

And  then  came  the  greatest  triiunph  of 
labor  in  all  history,  the  writing  into  the  stat- 
ute law  of  the  United  States  the  principle 
for  which  w6  have  so  long  a  time  and  throuish 
such  difficulties  worked  to  seciu-e — an  amend- 
ment which  says  in  so  many  words  that 
"the  labor  of  a  human  being  is  not  a  commodity 
or  an  article  of  commerce."  But  what  man 
among  you.  if  his  son  asked  him  for  bread, 
would  give  him  a  stone? 

I  congratulate,  and  I  am  proud  of.  our 
delegate?  to  that  conference,  that  they  can 
come  back  to  this  convention  and  say  that 
they  did  not  receive  all  that  they  sought, 
that  they  did  not  secure  all  that  thra'  contended 
for,  that  they  did  their  utmost,  and  they  come 
back  here  and  report  to  us  on  what  they  were 
able  to  wrest  from  that  opposition. 


Now,  my  brothers,  do  no  delude  yourselves 
with  the  thought  that  you  are  going  to  be  re- 
lieved from  the  necessity  of  carrying  on  the 
industrial  stnunde  in  which  you  are  at  pres- 
ent engaged.  That  declaration  of  the  Claytozk 
law  was  changed  at  the  instance  of  the  rep- 
resentation of  a  government  that  is  now  reap- 
ing the  natural  and  legitimate  fruits  of  its 
opposition  to  the  progress  of  the  American 
labor  movement.  That  declaration  was 
changed  Arom  a  positive  assertion  to  an 
absolute  negative,  and  Inserted  there  by 
the  Premier  of  Canada.  They  have  taken 
every  opportunity  they  could  to  impede  the 

?>rogress  of  the  American  labor  movement, 
hey  have  advocated  dual  organizations, 
"Canada  for  the  Canadians."  and  as  the 
fraternal  delegate  said  here  a  few  days  ago,  a 
man  had  to  have  a  card  in  the  Catholic 
Church  in  order  to  work  in  a  Protestant 
coal  mine.  And  those  men  are  reaping,  in 
the  British  Northwest,  the  legitimate  fruits 
of  their  opposition. 

Now,  brothers,  I  have  gone  a  little  bit 
further  than  I  intended,  and  I  need  not  take 
up  more  of  3rour  time,  because  if  all  that  has 
been  said  here  this  afternoon  by  the  eloquent 
gentlemen  who  have  so  warmly  defended  and 
so  patiently  explained  the  League  of  Nations 
and  the  covenant  of  the  League  as  it  pertains 
to  labor  is  true,  I  am  willing  to  accept  it, 
and  there  is  no  need  of  wasting  further  time. 
It  is  only  a  moral  force  and  can  accomplish 
nothing,  and  I  am  not  going  to  waste  time 
with  it. 
Vice-President  I>uncan  in  the  chair. 
President  Oompers:  As  the  representative 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  to  be  a  member 
of  the  International  Commission  for  Labor 
Legislation,  it  seems  that  the  work  that  I 
have  done,  or  have  tried  to  do.  should  at 
least  give  me  the  opportunity  of  presenthig 
the  matter  in  full,  so  that  you  may  have  a 
real  \mderstanding  of  the  work,  the  char- 
acter of  it  and  its  results.  A  delegate  offering 
a  resolution  has  that  right  under  our  rules; 
surely  such  a  right  ought  to  be  accorded  me 
under  the  circumstances. 

When  I  was  hiformed  offldally  by  the  Peace 
Commissioners  that  they  had  appointed  me  as 
one  of  the  American  Conunissloners  on  the  In- 
ternational Commission  on  Labor  Legislati<m, 
I  consulted  my  four  associates  as  to  whether  I 
ought  to  accept  the  appointment.  It  was  upon 
their  acquiescence  that  I  accepted.  If  they  had 
been  of  the  opinion  that  I  ought  not  to  have 
accepted.  I  snould  have  declined  the  honor.- 
As  the  reports  of  the  Executive  Council  and 
the  mission  state.  I  was  elected  Its  President — 
President  of  the  International  Commission. 

The  contest  that  I  had  to  make  and  felt 
impelled  to  make  was  one  of  the  most  depress- 
ing and  was  almost  crushing  in  character.  I  * 
may  say  this  to  you,  that  Mr.  Harry  Robin- 
son, who  was  my  associate  on  that  conunls- 
sion  representing  the  United  States,  aided 
in  the  work  and  in  the  policy  that  I  advo- 
cated. There  was  no  one  in  that  omference 
who  gave  so  much  support  to  my  activities 
and  proposals  as  did  tnls  employer  df  labor, 
Mr.  Harry  Robinson.  He  left  Paris  at  a 
considerably  later  period  than  I  did,  and 
because  he  would  therefore  have  later  and 
more  accurate  information.  I  asked  him  to 
come  to  Atlantic  City  and  meet  with  the  Com- 
mittee on  International  Labor  Relations 
last  night.  At  great  sacrifice  to  himself, 
and  perhaps  to  the  neglect  of  other  impor- 
tant Dusiness.  he  responded  to  my  request 
and  he  was  with  us  \mtil  after  midnight 
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last  night.    He  gave  to  the  committee  docu- 
menta  of  which  we  had  no  copies. 

Now,  I  can  say  this  to  you.  that  I  never 
was  placed  in  all  my  life  hi  such  an  awkward 
and  uncomfortable  position  as  I  was  for 
nine-tenths  of  the  time  that  I  was  presiding 
oyer  the  International  Commission  on  Labor 
Legislation.  I  was  elected  by  imanimous 
vote  to  its  presidency  and  immediately 
found  myself  in  a  minority,  a  minority 
upon  nearly  every  proposition  that  I  had 
submitted.  I  may  say  to  you,  ladies  and 
gentlemen,  for  it  is  a  piece  of  interesting 
information,  that  in  my  propositions  for  a 
neater  democratization  of  the  International 
Conference,  I  was  opposed  as  much  by  the 
so-called  radical  Socialists  representing  some 
of  the  countries  as  I  was  by  those  who  rep- 
resented capitalistic  institutions.  In  the 
effort  to  increase  the  representation  of  labor, 
or  rather  to  decrease  the  voting  power  of 
the  delegates  troth,  governments.  I  was  op- 
posed by  the  radical  Socialists,  so  called.  Their 
arguments  and  their  votes  defeated  the  propo- 

We    had     thirty-seven     sessions,     lasting 


Arom  four  to  six  hours  and  sometimes  longer. 
Presiding  there  and  arguing  there,  fighting 
there,  opposed  and  defeated  in  nearly  every 
proposition  that  I  had  submitted  where  the 
recognition  of  labor  would  be  greater  than 
was  accepted  by  these  other  delegates.  I 
found  mjrself  continually  depressed,  though 
fighting  on  and  on  until  the  last  moment. 

It  was  during  the  period  when  we  were 
nearing  the  close  of  the  commission's  ses- 
sions that  my  colleague,  Mr.  Robinson,  and 
I  declared  that  we  could  not  be  parties 
to  that  covenant,  to  that  draft  convention 
with  its  provisions  as  it  then  stood.  Mr. 
Andrew  Furuseth  attended  many  of  the  meet- 
inn  of  the  commission,  and  he  and  I  94preod 
fuuv — ^Mr.  Robhison  agreed  fully  that  the 
draft  convention  as  it  then  stood  was  not 
only  imsatisfactory  to  us,  but  that  if  it  was 
persisted  in  we  would  submit  a  minority 
report  to  the  Plenary  Peace  Commissioners, 
and  that  I  would  refuse  to  sign  the  draft 
Convention  as  the  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. Finally,  by  our  concerted  efforts 
and  our  determined  stand,  we  felt  that  there 
was  a  breaking  down  of  the  opposition  to 
our  stand,  and,  consulting  with  our  own 
Peace  Commissioners,  consulting  with  Mr. 
Furuseth  and  Mr.  Robinson,  we  concluded 
to  make  some  suggestions,  some  provisions 
that  would  safeguard  at  least  the  rights  and 
the  interests  of  the  American  wage  earners. 
Several  drafts  of  a  proposal  were  made,  each 
one  discredited  by  us  or  unsatisfactory 
to  the  commission  until  a  draft  was  made 
which  it  seemed  the  commissioners  would 
yield  to  and  adopt.  On  that  night,  before 
this  proposal  was  made,  Andrew  Furuseth 
declared  to  me  that  if  that  proposal  was 
adopted  by  the  commission  it  would  be  en- 
tirely satisfactory  to  him.  On  the  following 
morning  at  the  session  of  the  comndssion 
our  tjrpewritten  proposal  was  imder  discus- 
sion and  it  was  subjected  to  some  criticism. 
With  a  pencil  I  drafted  the  protocol,  with 
slight  changes,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted  by  the  commission.  Andrew 
Furuseth  came  to  me  and  said:  "Now  we  . 
are  safe;  I  congratulate  you.  Sam." 

In  that  form  the  draft  convention  was 
adopted.  In  a  day  or  two  after  the  report 
which  was  submitted  to  the  commission,  the 
report  which  was  prepared  for  our  considera- 
tion to  be  presented  to  the  Peace  Commis- 
sioners, was  read  and  adopted  as  our  report 
to  ■  the    International    Plenipotentiaries    to 


Negotiate  Peace.  I  left  Paris  a  much  more 
elated  man  than  during  the  two  months 
under  which  this  process  of  fighting  was 
continually  going  on.  and  reached  London 
about  March  23ra. 

Somehow  or  other,  from  some  source  or 
other  which  my  mind  does  not  now  recaU, 
I  learned  or  heard  that  Mr.  Furuseth  had 
sent  a  letter  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  protestfaig  against  the  draft 
convention  as  adopted  with  its  protppol. 
protesting  against  its  adoption  by  the  Peace 
Commisdon.  I  sent  the  Secretary  of  our 
mission.  Mr.  Ouy  Oyster,  to  look  up  Mr. 
Furuseth  and  ask  him  for  a  copy  of  the  letter 
he  sent  to  the  President.  Three  calls  were 
made  in  order  to  get  a  copy  of  that  letter. 
A  note  was  left  with  the  clerk  of  the  hotel 
at  which  Mr.  Furuseth  was  stc^Dping.  I  have 
never  received  a  copy  of  that  letter  from 
Mr.  Furuseth  from  that  time  until  this 
time.  He  undertook  to  speak  in  the  name 
of  American  labor.  There  were  my  four  as- 
sooiates  and  mysdf ;  surely  if  any  one  man 
or  group  of  men  in  Europe  could  speak  In 
the  name  of  American  labor  it  would  be  either 
the  five  members  of  the  Executive  Council 
as  a  group,  or  the  President  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  a  fHend.  I  saw  a  copy  of  that  letter,  and  a 
copy  of  it  is  here. 

(At  the  request  of  several  delegates,  Sec> 
rotary  Morrison  read  the  letter,  which  Is  as 
foUows:) 

"London,  26th  March,  1919. 
"Honourable  Woodrow  WUson. 

President  of  the  United  States. 
Paris.  France. 

"My  dear  Mr.  President:  Busy  and  over- 
burdened as  you  must  necessarily  be,  I  foel 
that  I  would  not  be  doing  my  duty  to  you  if 
I  failed  to  send  you  this  letter. 

"The  representatives  Arom  the  United  States 
to  the  Convention  of  International  Labor 
Legislation  submitted  two  clauses  for  the  pro- 
poMd  Labor  Charter  dealing  with  human  free- 
dom. 

"  '1.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude except  as  a  penalty  for  crime  for  which 
a  person  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  shall 


•This  was  voted  down.  The  representative 
Arom  Great  Britain  leading  the  opposition. 

"  '2.  A  seaman  shall  not  be  punished  by 
imprisonment  for  leaving  his  vessel  in  a  sal^ 
harbour  nor  shall  he  be  arrested,  detained  and 
surrendered  to  his  vessel.' 

"This  was  also  voted  down.  America  and 
Cuba  voted  'aye.'  and  all  the  others  voted 
•no,'  under  the  leadership  of  Great  Britain. 
If  this  had  been  adoptea  the  several  powers 
would  have  been  debarred  from  imprisoning 
any  seaman  who  might  return  to  his  own 
country  after  having  deserted  his  vessel  in 
some  other  co\mtry. 

"After  a  tremendous  struggle  the  following 
was  adopted  as  a  protocol  to  be  read  in  con- 
nection with  Article  19  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Conference  on  International  Labor  Legis- 
lation: 

"  'In  no  case  shall  any  of  the  High  Contract- 
ing Powers  be  asked  or  required,  as  a  result 
of  the  adoption  by  the  Conference  of  any 
recommendation  or  draft  convention,  to 
diminish  the  protection  afforded  by  its  exist- 
ing legislation  to  the  workers  concerned.*     P^ 

^'Since  my  arrival  here  I  have  submitted 
these  matters  to  some  English  labor  leaders. 
They  were  astounded  and  shocked,      i^^ 

"It  is  my  deliberate  judgment  that  the 
failure  to  wnte  these  two  propositions  into  the 
Labor  Charter  will  rouse,  not  only  the  working 
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people  of  America  but  the  working  people  of 
the  world  against  this  constitution  and  against 
the  League  of  Nations.  I  do  not  charge  that 
this  was  the  Intention,  but  considering  the 
expression  from  labor  leaders  here,  it  would 
look  somewhat  like  that.  With  reference  to 
the  proviso  or  protocol,  the  men  with  whom 
I  have  spoken  caught  the  word  'existing'  and 
then  said.  'This  is  crystallization.' 

"I  do  not  know  if  it  be  possible  for  you  to 
write  these  two  defeated  clauses  into  the  Labor 
Charter.  I  feel  that  you  would  desire  to.  I 
feel  that  I  would  be  lacking  in  my  duty  if  I 
did  not  furnish  you  with  this  information. 
I  shall  expect  no  answer. 

"Most  respectfully  and  faithfully  yours. 
"(Signed)    ANDREW  PURU8ETH." 

President  Grompers  (continuing):  Not  a 
word  of  Intimation  was  given  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  delegation  that  such  a 
letter  was  even  considered,  much  less  sent. 
Now  that  it  comes  to  my  mind  the  letter  bears 
the  date  of  but  one  day's  difference  between 
the  time  it  was  written  and  the  day  that  the 
American  delegation  was  to  be  in  London. 
It  is  not  particularly  the  draft  convention, 
but  because  the  commission  voted  down  two 

groposltions.  I  am  not  so  much  surprised  at 
Ir.  'Poruseth's  attitude  upon  this  question. 
The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  some  people  are 
so  constituted  that  if  you  were  to  give  them 
Paradise  they  would  find  some  flftult  with  it. 

Mr.  Puruseth,  in  his  argument  today,  placed 
a  great  deal  of  emphasis  upon  the  importance 
of  the  declaration  of  the  Clayton  Act,  that 
"the  labor  of  a  htunan  being  is  not  a  com- 
modity or  an  article  of  commerce."  My 
memory  is  not  bad,  and  I  recall  that  during 
the  process  of  the  preparation  of  the  labor 
provisions  of  the  Clayton  Act  there  was  com- 
plete and  absolute  dissent  by  Mr.  Puruseth 
as  to  not  only  the  other  labor  provisions  in  the 
Clayton  Act.  but  to  this  very  declaration  as 
well. 

Delegate  Puruseth:  I  suggest  you  ask  Sen- 
ator Cummins  whether  there  was  or  not. 

President  Oompers:  I  am  sure  Delegate 
Puruseth  went  on  uninterruptedly  when  he 
was  speaking.  I  don't  know  that  I  care 
whether  I  am  interrupted  or  otherwise,  but 
I  shall  not  lose  my  head.  I  hope. 

When  the  Cincinnati  Convention  of  the 
American  Pederation  of  Labor  declared  for 
the  independence  of  Cuba,  we  were  regaled 
by  Mr.  Puruseth  and  told  that  that  would 
mean  war.  and  it  did  cause  the  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  more  than  any 
other  thing,  but  who  regrets  it  in  the  view  of 
Cuban  independence? 

When  the  conference  of  the  representatives 
of  labor  met  in  the  Executive  Council  room 
of  the  American  Pederation  of  Labor  on 
March  12.  1917.  after  the  declaration  of 
American  labor's  attitude  was  adopted  by  a 
imanimous  vote.  Mr.  Puruseth  came  to  me 
and  said:  "That  soirnds  the  death-knell  of 
the  American  Pederation  of  Labor,  and  your 
forty  years  of  work  for  labor  you  have  de- 
stroyed today."  I  am  as  proud  of  that  decla- 
ration of  labor  of  America  as  any  other  expres- 
sion of  American  labor's  sentiment  ever  uttered 
in  the  historv  of  our  movement.  The  Amer- 
ican Pederation  of  Labor  is  not  dead,  and  I 
am  not  yet  destroyed. 

Mr.  Puruseth  has  called  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  Senate  considers  treaties  behind 
closed  doors,  in  executive  or  secret  session. 
There  is  no  question  about  that.  And  he 
stated  that  in  consequence  of  this  fact  a  treaty 
or  a  draft  convention  or  a  recommendation 
could  pass  the  Senate,  depriving  the  workers 


of  their  rights  and  we  not  know  anything  at 
all  about  it.  Is  that  actually  physically  pos- 
sible, when  the  Senate  can  only  consider 
recommendations  or  draft  conventions  adopted 
by  the  annual  omference  of  the  International 
Labor  Conference?  These  declarations,  these 
recommendations,  these  proposed  draft  con- 
ventions can  not  be  secret  or  executive.  It  is 
the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  for  a  man  to 
build  up  a  boogey-boo  and  then  flght  it. 
There  will  be  at  least  one  representative  of 
labor  in  the  International  Conference,  one 
from  each  nation,  including  the  United  States. 
Is  he  bound  to  permit  his  fellows  to  remain 
in  Ignorance  while  the  Senate  in  executive 
session  shall  conskler  these  labor  proposals? 
Unthinkable! 

Mr.  Puruseth,  as  the  staunchest.  ablest 
advocate  of  the  rights  of  the  seamen  in  all  the 
world,  has  taken  for  his  text  and  has  declared 
that  the  Seamen's  Act  would  not  only  im- 
prove the  wages  and  the  standards  of  Ameri- 
can seamen,  but  would  have  the  same  influence 
and  has  already  had  the  same  influence  upon 
the  seamen  of  nearly  all  of  the  great  maritime 
powers.  Let  me  say  this  to  you,  ladies  and 
gentlemen :  It  was  not  for  the  promotion  of  the 
interests  oi  American  workers  that  this  draft 
convention  received  my  support.  I  declared 
in  the  conmiission  time  and  again  that  so  far 
as  we  in  the  United  States  were  concerned, 
we  could  and  would  take  care  of  ourselves, 
and  I  would  prefer,  with  the  old  text,  before 
the  protocol  and  many  other  changes  were 
adopi»d.  to  take  my  chances  in  labor  legdda- 
^tion  by  the  activities  of  the  American  Pedera- 
f  tion  of  Labor,  rather  than  by  that  draft  con- 
L  vention.  But  I  see  in  this  draft  convention  for 
I  labor,  not  that  it  will  bring  very  much  of  light 
Pinto  the  lives  of  American  workers,  but  I  do 
Ibelleve  that  its  adoption  and  operation  will 
f  have  the  effect  of  bringing  light  into  the  lives 
Df  the  workers  In  the  more  backward  countries. 
What  concerned  me  most  was  that  there  should 
not  be  in  the  dh^  convention  anjrthlng  by 
which  the  standards  of  American  labor  could 
be  reduced,  and  that  the  Seamen's  Act  should 
be  protected  by  that  protocol  to  Article  19  of 
the  draft  convention.  And  Mr.  Puruseth 
agreed  that  that  was  the  most  effective  thing 
to  protect  the  rights  and  the  interests  of  the 
seamen  and  all  the  other  workers  of  Amertea. 
I  flrmly  believe  that  its  influence  and  that  the 
purpose  of  the  covenant  will  have  the  effect 
which  I  have  stated,  and  now  Mr.  Puruseth, 
in  his  letter  to  the  President,  states  that  since 
he  came  to  England  he  had  had  conferences 
with  labor  leaders  In  England  and  that  they 
were  shocked. 

The  authority  for  this  statement  I  am  about 
to  make  is  Mr.  George  Barnes.  He  stated  in 
the  meeting  of  the  international  Commisslan 
that  he  had  had  omferences  with  a  committee 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  of  the  British 
Trades  Union  Congress  and  a  committee  of  the 
British  Labor  Party,  and  that  they  approved 
the  covenant.  I  think  it  would  be  well  if  the 
name  of  these  British  labdr  leaders  who  were 
shocked  might  some  time  be  communicated 
to  some  officer  of  the  American  Pederation  of 
Labor  so  to  find  how  far  that  shock  prevailed. 
I  can  scarcely  remember  any  convention 
of  our  Federation  or  any  meeting  of  labor  men 
of  whatever  shade  of  opinion  at  which  there 
have  not  been  condenmation  of  war  and  com- 
mendation of  international  peace.  I  wonder 
how  international  peace  can  be  obtained? 
Shall  somebody  in  the  United  States 
act  as  a  schoolmaster  to  the  peoples 
and  the  governments  of  the  various  coun- 
tries and  say  to  them:  "Now.  you  be 
good;  don't  you  flght;   don't  you  go  io  war." 
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If  international  war  is  to  be  avoided,  how  can 
It  be  done  except  by  agreement;  how  can  It 
be  done  except  that  men  representing  the 
peoples  and  the  governments  or  the  countries 
affected  sit  down  and  write  their  thoughts 
and  hopes  into  an  agreement?  Gall  it  a  cove- 
nant, call  it  a  treaty,  call  it  what  you  will,  but 
there  must  be  some  things  written  down  in 
order  to  govern  the  rules  under  which  war 
may  be  avoided.  I  am  not  aftaid  of  meeting 
the  future.  Come  what  may,  when  big 
propositions  are  met  by  big  declarations  <^ 
eam^tness  to  prevent  war.  I  am  not  going  to 
turn  my  back  upon  them,  because  they  come 
nearer  than  at  any  other  time  to  the  hopes 
of  liberty-loving  and  peace-loving  peoples  of 
the  worlcL 

We  have  declared  for  reduction  of  arma- 
ments. How  can  that  be  done  except  by 
agreement?  Delegate  Green  venr  ably  and 
graphically  called  attention  to  the  situation 
and  said:  '*If  this  treaty,  if  this  draft  con- 
taining the  covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations 
is  defoated,  what  then?  What  have  you 
got?  What  have  you  to  stand  as  a  barrier 
against  international  war?  Defeat  this 
treaty,  defeat  this  covenant  of  the  League  of 
Nations,  and  then  every  nation  will  oe  re- 
quired to  arm  itself,  competing  with  each 
other  for  large  armies  and  large  navies  and 
great  munition  plants.*' 

Yes,  of  course  this  treaty,  with  the  cove- 
nant of  the  League  of  Nations,  is  not  a  per- 
fect instrument.  Who  expects  it?  Who 
expects  that  a  perfect  document  shall  be 
drafted?  I  would  be  perfectly  willing  to 
turn  over  the  Job  to  Andy  Furuseth.  Dif- 
ferent peoples,  different  histories,  different 
traditions  and  sometimes  not  only  different, 
but  confUctins  interests,  and  these  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  an4  the  nations  have 
sat  down  and  drafted  a  document,  a  cove- 
nant, an  agreement,  a  treaty  by  which 
war  shall  be  made  more  difficult  and  perhaps 
impossilde.  Shall  we  turn  that  back,  shall 
we  help  in  its  rejection  and  leave  the  world 
in  the  position  where  the  men,  with  their 
national  prejudices,  with  their  national 
hopes  and  aspirations,  may  try  to  be  a  law 
unto  themselves  and  can  only  be  checked  y 
by  the  arbitrament  of  war?  I  think  not/ 
In  spite  of  politicians  who  simply  aim  to 
control  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  our 
republic,  despite  men  who  may  have  interests, 
men  who  consider  votes  as  the  dominating 
tactar  for  their  conduct.  I  am  not  going  to 
play  into  their  hands,  I  am  not  going  to  give 
my  consent,  at  least  as  one  delegate  to  this 
convention,  to  support  those  who  would 
leave  the  world  in  tne  position  to  be  inflamed 
by  the  horrors  of  war  at  any  time  when  any 
nation  feels  itself  strong  enough. 

Today,  onlv  a  few  days  ago.  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  world,  men  left  the 
soil  of  America  and  within  a  day,  or  more 
definitely  speaking,  within  sixteen  hours, 
landed  in  Europe.  What  can  be  done  in 
aeroplanes  from  Amenca  to  Europe  can  be 
done  fhmi  Europe  to  America.  We  are 
closer  now  to  Europe  than  at  any  time  in  the 
history  of  the  world.  We  can  not  now  declare, 
in  this  age  and  time,  that  we  shall  be  isolated 
and  have  no  alliances  with  any  other  peoples. 
We  are  so  close  to  them,  they  are  so  near  to 
us.  that  it  is  essential  for  us  to  see  to  it  that 
the  best  possible  relations  shall  be  established 
between  the  peoples  and  the  governments 
of  our  country  and  all  other  countries,  and 
to  bring  about  the  time  by  agreement  when  we 
shall  live  in  peace. 

I  am  confident    that  if    this  convention 


shaD  endorse  the  covenant  of  the  League  of 
Nations,  with  the  labor  provisions  in  it,  it 
will  give  an  impetus  to  the  legislators  of  our 
country  to  ratify  the  peace  treaty  with  these  ^ 
features  in  it.  I  don't  want  any  man  to 
believe  that  I  am  a  blind  follower  of  any 
man.  I  don't  care  who  he  is.  I  think  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  Woodrow 
WilM)n,  is  not  only  one  of  the  brainiest 
and  most  brilliant  men  in  the  world,  but  pos-  i 
sesses  a  conscience  and  a  heart  that  seek 
for  the  right.     [Applause.] 

I  have  not  always  agreed  with  President 
Wilson.  I  can  recall  two  particular  measures 
in  which,  with  the  officers  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor.  I  opposed  him,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  he  was  advocating  those  two 
measures,  and  It  may  not  be  uninteresting 
to  say  that  In  those  two  measures  in  which 
we  dlffteored.  he  didn't  win.  I  mention  this 
lest  any  one  mdght  imagine,  that  because  it 
has  been  my  pleasure  to  coonerate  and 
fc^ow  and  endeavor  to  contribute  some 
support  to  the  policies  advocated  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  I  would  follow  him  anywhere. 

During  the  time  that  I  was  in  the  most 
critical  condition  bv  reascm  of  the  accident 
which  befell  me,  the  newspapers  had  pub- 
lished some  statements  regsurdlng  the  propo- 
sitions made  by  Mr.  Borden  at  the  plenary 
meetings.  Those  who  were  working  tor  our 
movement  and  in  attendance  where  I  was, 
realizing  that  any  information  which  came 
to  me  at  that  time  of  such  a  critical  character, 
or  supposedly  which  might  be  tl^e  cause  of 
my  undoing,  kAOwIng  the  position  I  would 
take  independent  absolutely  of  the  domina- 
tion of  any  man,  consulted  over  the  long 
distance  and  by  telegraph  with  Vice-Presi- 
dent Duncan,  got  ma  point  of  view  and 
proceeded  to  act  by  sending  long  cablegrams 
insisting  upon  information  as  to  those  propo- 
sitions which  Mr.  Borden  had  made  and  whlcfa 
the  newspapers  over  here  repeated  and  pub- 
lished as  adopted.  I  have  copies  of  these 
telegrams  and  cablegrams  here,  and  while  I 
don't  want  to  burden  you  with  reading  them. 
I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  tms  fact: 
Last  Sunday  or  Monday  there  appeared  in 
the  newspapers  a  statement  that  the  labor 
provisions  of  the  labor  draft  covenant  had 
been  weakened  and  materially  emasculated. 
I  want  to  read  to  you  a  telegram  which  I  sent 
to  the  State  Department,  to  Mr.  Polk. 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State,  asking  for  its 
transmission  to  President  Wilson  In  Paris: 

"Atlantic  City,  N.  J., 

June  16,  1919. 
Hon.  Frank  L.  Polk, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

"Because  of  its  importance  and  urgency 
will  you  please  transmit  the  following  mes- 
sage to  the  President: 

^Upon  my  advice  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  recom- 
mended to  the  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  now  in  session  the 
endorsement  of  the  League  of  Nations  in- 
cluding the  Labor  Provisions. 

'Reports  published  here  indicate  that  the 
labor  proviaons  have  been  so  changed  and 
weakened  as  to  practically  nullify  effective- 
ness. 

'I  can  not  ask  the  convention  or  the  rank 
and  ffie  of  labor  to  endorse  propositions  which 
have  been  or  may  be  made  valueless. 

'The  convention  must  necessarily  take  up 
consideration   of   the    matter   on   or    before 
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Friday.  June  20.  1Q19,  and  I  imgently  request 
full  and  definite  information  upon  thia  sub- 
ject, together  with  copy  of  provisions  affect- 
ing labor  as  now  Iktunea. 

SAMUEL  60MPERS. 
President. 
American  Federation  of  Labor.*' 

I  aslced  Mr.  Oyster  to  go  to  Washington 
and  get  some  definite  answer,  if  posnble, 
today  or  before  today.  I  received  this 
answer  this  morning  fh>m  Paris,  ftom  the 
Peace  OonmiissionerB.  I  will  then  have 
read  to  you  the  cablegram  ftom  the  President 
himself. 

"WsAhlnffton.  D.  C.  June  20.  1010. 


have  already  been  fully  Informed  no  diajige 
whatever  has  been  introduced  into  the  labor 
dause — Part  18— of  the  Treaty.  The  only 
recommendation  introduced  by  the  Labor 
Commission  in  the  final  version  of  the  Treaty 
not  found  in  the  draft  treaty  was  a  provision 
for  the  more  effective  protection  of  tiw  rights 
of  beneficiaries  of  social  insurance  in  ceded 
territories  (Article  312).  as  follows:  *In 
case  these  special  conventiqos  are  not  con- 
cluded in  accordance  with  the  above  articles 
within  three  months  after  the  signature  of 
the  present  Treaty,  the  conditions  of  transfer 
shall  in  each  case  be  referred  to  a  conmiiission 
of  five  members,  one  of  whom  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  German  government,  one 
by  the  other  interested  government  and  three 
by  the  governing  body  of  the  International 
Labor  Office  from  the  nationals  of  other 
states.  This  commission  shall  by  majority 
vote,  within  three  months  after  appointment, 
adopt  recommendations  for  submission  to  the 
League  of  Nations  and  the  decisions  of  the 
council  shall  forthwith  be  accepted  as  final 
by  Germany  and  the  other  government/ 
concerned." 

FRANK  L.  POLK. 
Acting  Secretary  of  State." 

"The  White  House.  Wash.,  D.  C. 

June  20.  1019. 
Samuel  Gompers. 

Hotel  Alamac. 

Atlantic  City.  N.  J. 
Following  from  Paris:  'Your  message  came 
while  I  was  in  Belgium  and  reached  me  too 
late  to  make  a  full  reply,  but  as  I  indicated  in 
an  earlier  message,  while  the  labor  provisions 
are  somewhat  weakened  It  is  the  opinion 
of  Mends  of  labor  and  my  own  opinion  that 
they  are  not  materially  weakened  and  that 
they  will  constitute  a  most  serviceable 
Magna  Charta.  Will  cable  labor  provisions 
but  fear  it  will  be  too  late  for  the  convention. 
WOODROW  WILSON.'  " 


The  earlier  cablegram  to  which  the  Presi- 
dent refers  is  as  follows : 

Washbigton.  D.'c.  May  7.  1010. 

Mr.  Samuel  Gonapers. 
Continental  Hotel. 

New  York.  N.  Y. 

My  dear  Mr.  Gompers: 

The  following  cablegram  trom  President 
Wilson  was  transmitted  to  me  today  by 
Secretary  Tumulty: 

"Please  sav  to  the  committee  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  which  cabled  me  about 
Sir  Robert  Borden's  amended  form  of  the 
labor  clauses  that  I  really  think  they  will 
find  upon  reflection  that  the  view  set  forth 
by  Mr.  Robinson  in  his  telegram  to  Mr. 
Hurley  and  Mr.  Gompers  Is  a  true  interpre- 


tation of  what  was  done.    I  would  deeplv 
regret  any  serious  disappointment  on  their 
part  in  a  matter  to  which  I.  like  them,  attach 
the  highest  impor^tnce." 
Yo\u^  fraternally. 
(Signed)         FRANK  MORRISON. 
Secretary. 
American  Federation  of  Labor." 

Let  me  say  Just  a  word  now  inregardtothe 
use  of  the  term  "merdy."  in  the  declaration 
that  "labor  shall  not  be  regarded  'merely'  as 
an  article  of  commerce,  or  a  commodity,  or 
merchandise."  Mr.  Furuseth  placed  one 
interpretation  upon  It  and  says  some  one 
may  say  he  is  a  scab,  or  not  a  scab,  or  some- 
thing else.  I  don't  like  such  illustrations  or 
the  use  of  the  term  "scab."  either  toward 
him  or  myself,  but  there  is  no  other  inter- 
pretation to  be  placed  upon  that,  and  the  In- 
terpretation must,  in  my  Judgment,  be 
what  Is  declared  in  the  preamble  to  the  decla- 
ration. Every  set  of  resolutions  introduced 
in  this  convention  has  contained  tram  one  to 
eight  paragraphs  In  the  preamble,  and  then 
follows  the  resolution.  I  hold  that  the 
resolution  must  be  interpreted  upon  the 
basis  of  the  preambles  to  the  resolution, 
and  the  preamble  to  the  declaration  in  re- 
gard to  the  labor  provisions  declares  that 
^*it  Is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  the 
conditions  of  labor  the  world  over  must  be 
improved,  and  that  therefore  labor  can  not 
be  regarded  'merely'  as  a  commodity  or  an 
article  of  commerce."  It  has  got  to  be 
read  in  the  light  of  the  declarations  contained 
in  the  preamble. 

I  shall  burden  you  only  for  another  moment 
to  say  this:  Never  In  the  history  of  the  world 
have  the  nations  been  confh>nted  with  so 
serious  and  Important  a  problem  as  Is  pre- 
'  sented  to  the  men  and  women  of  the  coun- 
tries of  the  world  today.  Here  is  a  serious 
attempt  to  prevent  international  war.  Here 
Is  an  attempt  to  help  the  workers,  the  massos 
I  of  the  people  in  the  most  backward  countries, 
'  here  Is  a  measure  which  can  not.  by  any 
stretch  of  the  imagination,  affect  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  workers  of  the  United 
States,  which  can  in  no  way  curb,  or  prevent, 
or  hinder  us  in  the  work  of  going  further 
every  hour  of  every  day  of  every  month  of 
the  year,  of  pressing  forward  the  claims  of 
labor  for  a  higher  and  a  better  life,  for  more 
ftreedom.  for  more  Justice,  and  to  be  the  har- 
bingers of  the  better  dav  for  which  the  poetc 
have  sung  and  the  philosophers  dreamed, 
and  for  which  the  workers  nave  made  the 
sacrifices  and  achieved.  That  is  the  op- 
jwrtunitv  presented  to  the  peoples  of  our  coun- 
tries today,  and  it  largely  depends,  whether 
we  shall  be  successful,  upon  the  vote  of  this 
convention,  representing  the  sentiments  and 
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the  views  of  the  people  whom  you  represent 
in  this  conYention.  You  ask  the  workers, 
the  men  who  work  In  the  mines,  the  factories 
and  the  worlahops  anywhere  whether  they 
want  to  have  peace  and  good  will  or  whether 
they  would  throw  open  further  opportunities 
for  a  repetition  of  this  world  war.  Ask 
them  whether  they  would  help  in  improving 
the  conditions  of  the  workers  of  other  coun- 
tries when  they  are  assured  that  their  own 
interests  in  our  own  country  can  not  be 
impaired  and  their  ability  to  fight  and  fight 
on  for  that  brighter  and  better  day  can  not 
be  affected. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Me- 
Nulty  was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  Treasurer  Tobin,  the  roll 
was  called  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
*  the  committee  as  amended.  The  vote  result- 
ed as  follows: 

Yes: — Mynip,  Beisel,  Schneider  (R.  G.) 
Barbers  delegation  (287  votes),  Harvey, 
Franklin  (J.  A.),  Weyand,  MaoQowan, 
Scott  (Charles),  MoKillop,  Reddick, 
Bieber,  Collins,  Lovely,  Baine,  Ferry,  La- 
Oonture,  O'Byrne,  Proebstlv,  Sullivan  (John), 
Kuffler,  Rader,  Obererfell,  Bowen,  Preeee, 
Jones  (Georse),  Greeley,  Prioe  (Walter  V.), 
Murphy  (Thos.  J.),  Kasten,  Morrin,  Tobin 
(S.  P.),  McCain,  Cnnnane,  Ryan  (Martin  F.), 
Shoemaker,  Thompson  (Theodore),  Hyland. 
Huteheson,  (Wm.  L.),  Duffy  (Frank), 
White  (Bob),  Ross  «J.  A.),  McCarthy,  Van 
Duyn,  Post,  Lakey,  Perkins,  Oompers^ames 
(J.  Maklon).  Sexton.  Campbell  (W.  A.), 
Forrester*  Odell,  Shnrtleif,  Hay,  Nelson, 
Emery,  Baker  (E.  E.),  Conway,  Schultia, 
Httflrhes  (Andrew  C),  Doyle  (James  J.). 
Meyer,  (Andries),  Oliver,  McNulty,  Noonan. 
Joyce,  McAndrewB,  O'Connor  (JuUa  S.), 
Evans  (Edward  J.),  Boy  en  (Henry),  Feeney, 
Brown  (Wm.  S.),  Goelet,  Shellinffs,  Comer- 
ford,  Edfferton,  Peterson,  Woll,  Brady,  Stew- 
ard (Luther  C),  Junker,  Leonard  Martin  J. 
Etheridse,  Healy,  Shamp,  Morton,  Brennan. 
Rickert,  Larger,  Manning,  Daley  (Margaret 
C),  Doyle  (F.),  Schlesinger,  Heller,  Goren- 
stein.  La  Porta,  Friedman,  Feinberg,  Voll, 
Call,  Donnelly,  (Tlarke  (Wm.  P.),  (J'Brien, 
(John  B.),  Hassenauer,  Reynolds,  Maire. 
Christman,' Duncan  (James),  Squibb,  Russell 
'  (Alex.  W.),  Lawlor,  McOne,  Humphrey, 
D'Alessandro,  Etchison,  Moreschi,  Carley, 
Dwyer,  Marshall,  Broening,  Flore,  Sullivan 
(Jere  L.),  Farrell,  McDevitt,  Koveteski, 
Tighe,  Sullivan  (John  J.),  Mahoney,  Ed- 
wards (Philip),  McSorley,  Duty,  Bryan  (W. 
E.),  Maloney,  Gainor,  Mugavin.  Duffy 
(Charles  D.),  Swartz,  O'Connor  (Thos.  V.), 
CJhlopek,  Gahagan,  BJorklund,  Keavy,  John- 
ston (Wm  H.),  Wharton,  Connolly,  Brown, 
(Harvey  W.),  Grow,  Schoenberg.  Barker  (A. 
E.),  Fljozdal.  Crook,  Pegg,  Kennedy  (L.  L), 
Hart,  Lane,  Schmidt  (Fred),  McCreash,  Ken- 
nedy (John),  Guest,  Hynes.  Redding.  Mori- 
arty,  Pattison,  Moyer,  Cannon,  Roberts 
(James),  Langdon,  Hayes  (Frank  J.),  Lewis 
(John  L.),  Green,  Walker,  Mitchell,  White 
(John  P.),  Farrington,  Moore,  Valentine, 
Frey.  Stevenson  (Harry),  Hayden,  Dillon, 
Weber,  Weaver,  Carey,  Winkler,  Evans  (R. 
E.),  Sheehan,  Hedrick,  Skemp,  Guerin,  Mo- 
Keon,  Lynch,  Kelley,  Wilson  (James).  Ger- 
non,  Forrest,  Bergs  trom,  George,  Donlin, 
Allen  (James  G.),  Carroll  (John),  Kearney, 
Anderson  (Charles),  Ran,  Leonard  (B.  W.), 
Britton,     Leary,     Diehl,     Flaherty,     Menge, 


Hutchins  (Frank  H.),  Clark  (Wm.  D.), 
Berry,  McHugh,  Simons,  Edwards  (E.  W.), 
Martin,  Quinlan,  Cahill,  Mylan,  Rooney,  Hur- 
ley (Jeremiah  T.),  Hylen  (L  N.),  Helt.  Cone, 
Shay,  Dolliver,  Barry,  Ryan  (P.  J.),  Freel, 
Sumner,  Griggs,  Heberling,  C^nners  (James 
B.),  Cashen,  Sweeney,  Bolander,  Stillman, 
Tobin  (Daniel  J.),  Hughes  (Thomas  L.), 
Gillespie,  Neer,  Decker,  Railroad  Telegraph- 
ers Delegation  (178  votes).  Golden,  Conboy, 
McMahon,  Reagan,  O'Donnell  (Daniel  J.), 
McAndrew,  Evans  (E.  Lewis),  Curtis,  Scott 
(M.  G.),  Morrison  (Frank),  Hayes  (Max  S.), 
McCullough.  Young  (Wm.),  Hays  (J.  W.), 
Hatch,  Gorman  (Dennis  P.),  Pita  Patrick 
(James  W.),  Russell  (J.  J.),  Tracy  (George 
A.),  Mordecai^urton,  Whitaker,  Hale,  John-  . 
son  (A.  J.),  Wrenn,  Grafton,  Donoghue  (M.  V 
M.'  Kavanaugh,  Holland,  Fenton,  Boneer, 
Weber,  Nolan,  Gramling,  Putnam,  Bans, 
Fisher  (A.  E.),  Howard,  Lennon,  O'Donnell 
(M.  J.),  Kimball,  Mahoney,  Myers  (J.  J.), 
Darr,  Fitehie,  McFaddvn,  Carrick,  Murphy 
(John  E.),  McCnintic,  McKeown,  Nuxum, 
Smith  (John  T.),  Knutson,  Metx,  Hilfers, 
Ornbum.  Daly  (Timothy  M.),  (jlinedinst, 
Giles,  Grain,  McGuire,  Strickland  (C.  A.), 
Hall  (John  H.  Jr.),  Jacobs,  Maloney 
'  (James),  Barbour,  Wines.  Rynerson,  Flynn 
(P.  W.),  Murphy  (D.  G.),  Hourigan,  Dun- 
can (James  A.),  Seanlan,  Wood,  Chandler, 
Golpoys,  Donahue  (J.  P.),  Sauter.  Guilfoyle, 
MoGrecory,  Tinnuy,  Hogan,  Cahillane,  Me- 
Dougall,  Watson,  Patterson,  Grice,  Morris 
(Jesse  T.),  Catterson,  Hastings,  Weinstdek, 
Birch  (N.  P.),  Rice.  Esleek.  McKinnon, 
Brown  (George  M.),  Teitelbaum,  represent- 
ing 29,909  votes. 

STays: — ^Barbers'  Delegation  (72  votes), 
Furuseth.  dander,  O'Brien  (Patrick),  Rail- 
road Telegraphers'  delegation  (89  votes), 
Gildas,   McNiece,  representing  420  votes. 

Not  TOtlng: — ^Mullaney,  Kline,  Kramer, 
Powlesland,  Boyer,  Oden,  Fink,  Linn,  Beeh- 
told,  Kaufman,  Leibowits,  Greenstein, 
Beardsley,  Wilson  (David),  Morrison  (Harry 
L.),  0'K«efe,  Bock,  Gehring,  Mclnerney, 
Pruett,  Devlin.  Carey  (J.  T.),  Schneider 
(Geo.  J.).  Hannah,  Dold,  Heinl,  Burke 
(John  P.),  Launer,  La  Belle,  Suitor,  Ryan 
(Edward  J.),  Strickland  (H.  W.),  Plymale, 
(}avlak,  Pryor,  Fleming,  Funderburk,  Sillin- 
sky,  Railroad  Telegraphers  (179  votes), 
Thomas,  Prender,  Oroaff,  Koch,  McDonald 
(Duncan),  Fox  ((Thas.),  Brelsford.  Anderson 
(Stanley),  Hall  (E.  G.),  Cooney,  Ott,  Bollen- 
backer,  Iglesias,  Murphy  (John  F.),  Gann, 
Spencer,  Rogers,  Pox  (Harry  W.),  Evans 
(Cyrus  R.),  Jones  (B.  E,).  Rutherford, 
Schildt,  Harrison  (Wm.  L.),  Ely,  Goughlln, 
Lacey,  Stewart  (R.  G.).  O'Leary,  Davis  (E. 
P.).  Hoffman  (Harry  C.),  Niemeier,  Harlin, 
Owens.  Bryan  (Prank  L.).  Yarrow,  O'Don- 
nell (Stephen).  Tucker,  Dill,  Hooper,  Mason 
(Harry  H.),  Pink.  Wessel,  Canfleld.  Deutel- 
baum,  Block,  Griffith.  Franklin  (H.  L.),  Car 
roll  (.Tohii  H.).  Woodman.  Wagner,  Can- 
field,  Galloway,  Taylor  (G.  O.).  Moran,  Wil- 
lis, Tracy  (D.  W.),  Neu,  Priestly,  Argo, 
Gregson,  Noble.  Richter,  Evans  (Milton  G.), 
Breslin,  Sims.  Newmyer,  Ingles,  Raisse,  (Tor- 
man,  Keavney,  Gilbert,  Ganey,  Hoffman 
(Frank),  Frampton,  Francq,  Ogletree,  Barnes, 
Spvdlmsn,  Kingsley.  Thomss  (Louis  N.), 
Ryan  (John  P.),  Lacey  (John  A.),  Hurley, 
Young  (C.  B.),  Draper,  Gathrall,  Hoehn, 
Hartford.  Bradley.  Broderick.  Bower.  Cur- 
ran.   Wilkinson,   Woraeek,    Sullivan    (J.   J.) 
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Ashmun,  Boyle  (0.  J.)«  Barr,  Metz,  Doyle  (E.  D.).  Tonrison,  Schultz,  Shea  (G.  P.)> 
(Frank  E.),  Woodmansee,  Hannon,  Camp-  Middleton.  Gonld,  Miller  (Anne),  Berber, 
bell  (James  B.),  Burns  (T.  F.),  Wilkinson,  Ellicott.  Herbert,  Fitts,  Richardson,  Ooogan, 
Simpson,  Lempke,  Dawson,  Enright,  Kro-  Leonard,  Ohambers,  Eklund,  Campbell  (Mil- 
mwlbein,  Lawson,  Stehmeyer,  Beardon,  Tar-  let),  Vanghan.  Gallagher,  Lane  (Robert  J.), 
ner.  Cooper,  Mon  ghan,  Mexsacapo,  Finoke,  Jackson  (S.  A.)«  Thompson  (Chas.),  Helge- 
Harte,  Peete,  McGill,  Oplinger,  Crawford,  sen,  Rinckler,  Sharon,  Spacey,  Clarke  (D»l> 
Burk  (H.),  Canady,  Ringer,  Brogan.  Grass,  ton  T.),  Burns,  Scott  (B.),  Holm,  Witasli- 
Clark  (E.  Edwin),  Staley,  Badgett,  Bledow,  kin,  Weintranb.  Abramson,  Bondfield,  Fin- 
Goldsmith.  Colvin,  Setzer,  Bauman,  Brinston,  ney,  Walsh  (J.  M.).  representing  1,830  votes. 
Huston,  Quesse,  Burford,  Wortbay,  Carter,  At  7:10  p.  m.  the  convention  was  ad- 
Mason  (T.  H.),  Williams  (Oscar),  White  joumed  to  9:80  o'clock  Saturday  mominfir, 
(Chas.  L.),  Lewis   (Matt),   Mullen,  Johnson  Juxva  21st. 
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The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  9.80 
Saturday,  June  2l8t,  Vice-president  Duffy 
In  the  chair. 

Absentees: — Russell,  Orooff,  McDonald, 
Gooney,  Iglesias,  Murphy,  J.  F.,  Gaun, 
Jonea,  E.  E..  Schildt.  Hanson,  Ely,  Lacey, 
Mahoney,  O'Leary,  Davis,  McFadden,  Har- 
Kn,  Bryan,  O'Donnell.  S.,  Dill.  Carrick,  Can- 
field,  Deutelbaum.  Griffith,  Murphy,  Carroll, 
Woodman,  Waarner,  Canfleld.  Galloway,  Tay- 
lor. C.  O.,  Mo  ran.  Priestly,  Argo,  Greys  on. 
Noble,  Richter.  Evans.  M.  O.,  Gildas.  New- 
■neyer,  Rainee,  Ooury,  Hoffman,  Frampton, 
FraDcq,  Ogletree,  Thomas,  L.  N.,  Ryan,  J. 
F.,  Younsr,  C.  B..  Bradley,  Broderick.  Bow- 
er, Curran,  Rynerson,  Ashmun,  Wilkinson, 
J.,  Simpson,  Dawson,  Reardon,  Turner,  Coop- 
er, J.  H.,  Finclcd,  McOill,  Crawford,  Rinzer, 
•ross.  Clark,  E  E..  Grice.  McNiece,  Bodxett, 
Goldsmith,  Bledlow,  Colvin,  Setzer,  Bau- 
■nan.  White,  Carter,  Birch,  Berger,  EUicott, 
Herbert,  Coogan,  Ekland,  Campbell,  Jackson, 
S.  A. 

Delegate  Edwards,  for  the  Committee 
•B  Credentials  reported  that  the  Railway 
Telegraphers'  delegation  requested  that  J. 
F.  Dewey  be  substituted  for  W.  L.  Brown. 
The  Committee  recommended  that  the  re- 
quest be  complied  with  and  Delegate  Dewey 
seated. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
was    concurred    in. 

Delegate  Sullivan,  Brewery  Workers:  I 
rise  to  a  point  of  personal  privilege.  Last 
night  several  delegates  accused  our  delega- 
tien  of  not  voting  on  the  endorsement  of 
the  Committee's  report  on  the  League  of 
Nations.       Our    delegation     voted     "Yes." 

Delegate  Foley:  The  vote  of  the  Barbers* 
delegation  stood  four  for  and  one  against 
the  report  of  the  Committee.  There  seems 
te  be  a  misunderstanding  in  the  minds  of 
9eme  of  the  delegates  as  to  who  voted 
against.  I  want  it  understood  that  the  other 
feur  delegates  voted  "Yes"  and  that  I  take 
the  responsibility  for  voting  "No." 

REPORT    OF   COMMITTEE   ON   INTERNA- 
TIONAL LABOR  RELATIONS 

Delegate  Woll  Secretary  of  the  Commit- 
tee reported  as  follows : 

The  American  Federation  of  Labor  notes 
with  satisfaction  and  pride  that  our  Presi- 
dent Mr.  Samuel  Gompers  was  accorded  the 
high  honor  of  being  unanimously  chosen  by 
the  Commission  on  International  Labor  Leg- 
islation as  its  president  and  we  moreover 
Bote  that  much  of  the  constructive  and 
aabstantial  propositions  adopted  and  made 
a  part  of  the  results  achieved  by  the  Com- 
mission on  International  Labor  Legslation 
was  due  to  persistency  and  tenacity  and 
abiding   faith    in  the   power   and    efficacy    of 


the  American  trade  union  movement  as  typ- 
ified by   the  American  Federation  of  Laboa. 

In  this  work  we  take  note  that  he  was 
ably  assisted  by  the  advice  and  support  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  delega- 
tion to  the  Peace  Conference  composed  of 
Mr.  James  Duncan  President  Granite  Cu^ 
ters'  International  Association  of  America; 
Mr.  John  R.  Alpine  President  United  Asso- 
ciation of  Plumbers  and  Steam  Fitters;  Mr. 
Frank  Duffy  Secretary  United  Brotherhood 
of  Carpenters  and  Joiners:  Mr.  William 
Green  Secretary-Treasurer  United  Mine 
Workers   of  America. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committae 
was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  Triumph  of  Labor  Panel. 

On  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  under  the  above  caption 
the   Committee   reiforted  as    follows: 

This  beautiful  work  of  art  now  on  exhibi- 
tion at  the  entrance  to  this  hall  symbolises 
in  a  manner  more  striking  than  words  caB 
portray  one  of  the  fraternal  links  of  solid- 
arity and  goodwill  in  the  chain  of  interna- 
tional trade  unionism  whch  cements  our 
economic  interests  with  those  of  other  coun- 
tries. This  panel  was  designed  and  executed 
by  one  of  the  finest  sculptors  in  England 
and  was  presented  by  the  British  Trade- 
Union  Parliamentary  Committee  to  the 
American  Federaton  of  Labor  and  merits 
the  appreciation  of  this  Convention  and 
of  the  American   Federation  of  Labor. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committae 
was  adopted. 

Pan-Amoilcaii  Federation  of  Labor. 

On  the  report  of  the  Executive  Council 
under  the  above  caption  your  committee 
d«.-ems  this  question  of  sufficient  importance 
to  warrant  it  in  giving  expression  to  some 
reasons  for  recommending  the  adoption  of 
this   part  of  the  report 

Several  years  ago  ttra  American  Federa- 
ton of  Labor  determined  to  inaugurate  a 
trade  union  movement  in  our  southern  sis- 
ter republics.  This  determination  followed 
by  action  on  the  part  of  President  Gompert 
with  the  co-operation  and  assistance  of  the 
E.  C.  first  manifested  itself  in  Mexico, 
where  a  formidable  labor  movement  was 
organized.  The  labor  movement  in  Mexi- 
co, crude  and  imperf«ct  though  it  was  at 
that  time,  was  an  effective  means  for  bring- 
ing about  a  better  understanding  between 
the  workers  of  our  own  country  and  those 
in  Mexico,  and  of  doing  more  than  any 
other  agency  in  preventing  a  war  betweeB 
the  United  States  and  that  country  in  the 
year  of  1912  and  since. 

This  was  accomplished  through  President 
Gompers'  action  in  bringing  into  corres- 
pondence and  personal  conferences  the  rep- 
resentatives of  both  countries.  The  leaders 
of  our  trade  union  movement  foresaw  the 
absolute  necessity  of  organising  the  work* 
ers  of  South  America  along  trade  union 
lines    for    the    purpose    of    protecting    their 
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interests  and  advancing  their  economic  con* 
ditions.  In  all  i»arta  of  Central  and  South 
America  the  attention  of  the  workers  was 
purposely  missnided  and  kept  at  fever  heat 
over  politics  by  the  privileged  f^w,  the 
exploiters  of  labor,  the  predatory  rich.  Just 
BO  long  as  they  were  kept  in  this  frame  of 
Blind  they  paid  no  attention  to  the  only 
real  movement — a  trade  union  move- 
ment»  that  would  have  protected  their  work- 
ing and  living  conditions.  They  kept  on 
shouting  politics  but  worked  for  70  cents 
a  day. 

After  all  the  question  is  predominatingly 
economic.  Back  of  the  cause  of  unrest  is 
the  economic  condition  of  the  masses.  There 
is  just  as  much  unrest  and  discontent  in 
the  republics  in  Europe  as  there  is  under 
constitutional  monarchies.  The  degree  of 
virility  and  constructive  work  and  results 
in  the  improvement  in  the  life  of  the  masses 
is  measured  absolutely  and  exclusively  by 
the  power  strength  and  effectiveness  of 
the  trade  union  movement.  South  and  Cen- 
tral America  is  composed  exclusively  of 
republics.  There  is  plenty  of  political  ac- 
tivity but  a  dearth  of  trade  union  energy. 
It  is  a  subject  of  general  comment  that 
the  frequency  of  political  revolutions  in 
many  of  the  South  American  republics  ac- 
complish nothing  insofar  as  the  economic 
well-being  of  the  industrial  workers  is  con^ 
cemed.  The  thing  that  will  bring  practic- 
able results  there,  here,  or  elsewhere,  is 
fair  wag«8,  shorter  hours  and  reasonable 
working  conditions.  This  can  be  accomplished 
through  and  only  through  the  trade  unions. 

We  learn  from  the  report  that  the  forma- 
tion of  trade  unions  in  Mexico  and  the 
substantial  advances  and  achievements  that 
followed  roused  attention  and  the  desire  to 
form  trade  unions  in  the  republics  of  Cen- 
tral and  South  America.  This  movement 
met  with  a  fair  degree  of  success.  There 
followed  in  South  and  Central  American 
countries  the  formation  of  federations  of 
labor. 

The  connecting  link  between  the  labor 
movements  of  North  and  South  Amerca 
was  the  formation  of  the  Pan-American 
Federation  of  Labor.  The  fraternal  bond 
which  cements  the  workers  of  these  two 
continents  was  solidified  and  made  per- 
manent at  a  meeting  held  in  Laredo,  Texas, 
last  November,  wh^ch  was  attended  by 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
and  representatives  of  other  organizations 
affiliated  to  it,  the  Mexican  Federation  of 
Labor,  about  thirty  unions  of  various,  trades 
in  Central  and  South  America  and  of  the 
Federation  of  Labor  of  Guatemala,  Costa 
Rica,  San  Salvador  and  Colombia. 

At  this  conference  a  permanent  Pan- 
American  Federation  of  Labor  was  formed, 
a  constitution  adopted  and  the  following 
officers  elected:  Chairman,  Samuel  Gom- 
pers;  English  Language  Secretary,  John 
Murray;  Spanish  Language  Secretary,  0. 
A.    Vargas. 

Temporary  quarters  were  established  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

The  next  convention  of  the  Pan-Ameri- 
ican  Federation  of  Labor  will  be  held  at 
New  York  July  7,  1919.  Your  committee 
recommends  that  this  convention  elect  and 
send  three  delegates,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  the  president  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion   of    Labor. 


Appreciation  is  due  to  the  Exeeutttre 
Council,  President  Gompers  and  the  dele- 
gates who  organised  the  Pan  Ameriean 
Federation   of   Labor. 

The  recommendation  of  the  comnkStlee 
was  adopted  unanimously. 

ADDRESS  OF  MR.  SUZXJSI 

Under  the  above  caption,  fourth  clay's 
proceedings,  we  note,  among  other  things, 
that  Mr.  Suzuki  said: 

Friends,  we  ara  aware  that  the  lack  of 
knowledge  and  misunderstanding  breed  dis- 
cord and  that  ia  the  reason  why  in  Itlf 
we  entreated  Mr.  Gompers,  the  President 
of  your  mighty  organization,  to  com^  over 
to  our  country,  and  again  I  make  the 
same  appeaL  i  plead  with  you,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  you  respond  to  our  appeal,  the 
appeal  of  the  toiling  millions  of  Japan.  The 
word  I  wish  to  leave  with  you,  is  "come 
and  see."  Will  you  send  your  representa- 
tives and  let  them  see  with  their  own 
eyes  the  true  conditions  of  Japan  and  ex- 
tend your  fraternal,  helping  hands  to  us 
and  make  the  Pacific  Ocean  true  to  what 
its  name  stands  for?  I  know  full  well  the 
historic  bonds  of  friendship  which  exist  be- 
tween the  labor  organization  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  SUtes,  exchanging  . 
their  fraternal  delegates  across  the  Atlantic 
Ocean  year  by  year.  And  I  believe  their 
contribution  toward  the  promotion  of  m»- 
tual  understanding  and  friendly  feeling  be- 
tween the  two  countries  is  beyond  measure. 
Why  not  transplant  the  seed  of  same  re- 
lation which  flourish  on  the  shores  of  the 
Atlantic  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific?  Our 
organization  is  extremely  small,  but  I  have 
full  confidence  in  your  fraternal  spirit  of 
helpfulness,  and  I  trust  that  you  know  the 
profound  significance  which  the  develop- 
ment of  the  labor  organization  in  Japan 
will  have  to  the  development  of  the  civili- 
zation of  Asia. 

Your  committee  sees  the  importance  and 
significance  in  all  that  Mr.  Suzuki  has  said 
in  connection  with  this.  Japan  is  a  grow- 
ing and  progressive  nation.  There  seems 
to  be  a  lamentable  lack  of  solidarity  and 
organization  on  the  part  of  the  workers  of 
Japan  upon  the  all-important  feeling  of 
economic  endeavor. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinlom  that 
the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  for  the  purpose  of  develop- 
ing a  correspondence  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  workers  of  Japan  for  the  pur- 
pose of  more  clearly  expressing  the  view- 
point of  the  American  trade  union  move- 
ment the  greatest  and  most  effective  labor 
movement   in   the   whole   word. 

There  are  many  reasons  that  will  appeal 
Do  this  convention  why  the  workers  of 
Japan  should  be  organized  in  the  trade 
union  movement  and  a  better  understanding 
insofar  as  fundamental  principles  are  eon- 
cerned   had   with    the  workers   of  America. 

We  moreover  recommend  that  the  re- 
quest made  that  President  Gompers  visit 
Japan  also  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  for  its  consideration  and  compli- 
ance if  the  duties  of  President  Gompers  will 
permit. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was   concurred  in. 
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The    following    cablegrams    were    received 
and    referred    to    your   committee: 
Cablegram. 

Amsterdam. 
Gompers,   Washington.   D.   C. 

Letter  received.  Cable  mutilated.  Date 
conference  is  not  second,  but  Jnly  26.  Con- 
ference will  decide  on  attitude  trade  union 
movement  with  regard  to  Congress  Wash- 
ington.    Urge  yon  come  to  Amsterdam. 

Oudegeeet. 
Cable. 

London. 
Gbmpers     American     Federation  of     Labor, 
Atlantic    City. 

Your  cable  suggests  that  yon  are  mis- 
taken as  to  date  of  Amsterdam  conference. 
Particularly  fixed  for  July  26  to  meet  the 
convenience  of  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor. We  are  acting  together  and  desiPA 
your  co-operation. 

Bowerman. 
Appleton. 
The  foregoing  relates  to  the  holding  of 
an  International  Trade  Union  Congress  or 
Convention  to  which  may  be  admitted  dele- 
gates from  all  countries.  Yon  will  note  the 
time  of  meeting  was  changed  to  July  26  to 
meet  the  convenience  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor. 

The  convention  was  originally  intended 
to  be  held  during  the  month  of  May,  but 
owing  to  the  inability  of  our  delegates  then 
in  Europe  to  remain  longer,  it  was  post- 
poned until  July   26. 

Your  committee  believes  that  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  should  be  repre- 
sented at  the  Amsterdam  conference  and 
that  the  convention  elect  two  delegates  for 
that  purpose,  one  of  whom  shall  be  Samuel 
Gompers,  President  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

SecreUry  Woll:  This  concludes  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  which  is  signed: 
George  W.  Perkins,  James  Duncan,  Max 
Hayes,  Martin  Lawlor,  James  Wilson,  John 
P.  Frey,  B.  A.  Larger,  T.  V.  O'Connor,  D.  J. 
Tobin,  George  L.  Berry,  John  H.  Walker, 
C.  L.  Baine.  W.  D.  Mahon,  Matthew  WoU. 
John  Golden,  James  Lord,  W.  J.  Bowen, 
Samuel  Gompers. 

Secretary  Woll:  I  move  you  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Committee  as  a  whole,  as  amend- 
ed by  this  convention. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Delegate  Hannon,  Machinists:  I  rise  to 
speak  on  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to 
everyone  here.  A  resolution  was  introduced 
in  this  convention  by  a  special  committee 
that  was  appointed  to  organise  the  iron 
and  steel  mills  of  this  country.  I  now 
ask  the  privilege  of  the  floor  for  one  who 
has  been  very  active  in  conducting  this 
campaign  of  organisation  that  is  of  such 
vital    interest    to    the    labor    movement    of 


this  country.  I  ask  that  the  floor  be  granted 
to  John  Fitspatrick,  Presklent  of  the  Chi- 
cago Federation  of  Labor,  to  noake  a  brief 
talk  on  this  campaign  to  organise  iron  and 
steel  mill  workers. 

Motion  to  grant  the  privilege  of  the  floor 
to  President  Fitspatrick  was  adopted. 

ADDRESS    OF   MB.   JOHN  FITZFATBIOS, 
President  Chicaco  Federation  of  Labor. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Friends:  The  resolu- 
tion which  is  printed  in  the  minutes  deals 
with  the  question  of  free  speech,  and  we 
feel  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  reso- 
lutions that  has  come  to  the  convention. 
The  "resolve"  in  the  resolution  asks  that 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  proceed  to  have  insti- 
tuted a  Congressional  or  other  investigation 
of  the  denial  of  citizenship  rights  in  West- 
em  Pennsylvania.  In  order  to  understand 
this  situation  it  might  be  well  to  take 
a  moment  of  your  time  in  connection  with 
the  formation  of  the  work  of  the  National 
Committee  for  organizing  iron  and  steel 
workers. 

The  St.  Paul  convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  authorised  Presi- 
dent Gompers  to  call  a  conference  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  together  the  interna- 
tional representatives  to  discuss  and  decide 
upon  a  method  of  procedure.  President 
Gempers  arranged  for  a  conference  in  the 
city  of  Chicago,  about  August  1.  Twenty- 
four  international  unions  were  represented 
by  their  presidents  or  special  representa- 
tives, and  the  National  Committee  was 
formed.  President  Gompers  was  elected 
chairman  and  W.  Z.  Foster,  of  the  Carmen, 
was  elected  secretary.  We  felt  they  wonla 
be  able  to  develop  a  general  organisatioi 
campaign  throughout  the  country,  as  far 
as  the  iron  and  steel  industry  was  con« 
cemed,  but,  unfortunately,  because  of  thi 
resources  at  our  command  and  the  num« 
ber  of  men  we  had,  we*  were  compelled  te 
conflne  our  actvities  to  the  Chicago  dia« 
trict.  In  a  short  time  we  were  able  tc 
organise  Gary,  Ind.,  Joliet,  111.,  South  Chi- 
cago, Indiana  Harbor,  East  Chicago  and 
various  oti&er  points  where  large  stvel 
industries  existed.  But  a  short  time  prior 
to  that  campaign  it  had  seemed  impossble 
that  labor  could  make  itself  felt  at  these 
points.  By  October  we  had  sufficient  or 
ganisation  to  enable  us  to  take  our  mei 
out  of  that  district. 

The  steel  corporations  felt  they  would 
deal  us  a  deadly  blow  at  that  partienlai 
time.  They  had  declared  that  the  steel 
industry  would  not  be  organised,  but  they 
saw  our  campaign  had  some  punch  in  it 
and  was  making  itself  felt,  so  the  steel 
corporation  conceded  about  the  only  thing 
they  could  concede  to  the  workers  at  that 
time — the  eight-hour  day — ^but  it  was 
handed  out  as  a  kind  of  sop  to  prevent 
the  workers  from  being  interested  in  the 
organization.  In  spite  of  that  our  com- 
mittee was  able  to  go  in  and  incx^ase  our 
membership  and  get  more  thorough  organ- 
isation in  the  various  departments  and 
plants. 

About  the  time  the  stuel  trhst  endeavored 
to  deliver  this  blow  to  labor  we  were  in 
a  position  to  move  our  working  force  into 
the  heart  of  the  steel  district  in  Pennsyl- 
vania.     That  was   our  answer  to   the  steel 
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trtist,  and  we  put  oorselves  on  the  map  in 
Western  Pennsylvania.  We  opened  up 
headquarters  at  Pittsburgh;  then,  of  course, 
we  came  in  contact  with  the  more  scurrilous 
activities  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Steel  Corporation.  It  would  take  too  Ions 
to  describe  the  tactics  adopted  to  harass 
our  meetings  and  prevent  us  from  «xercii- 
ihg  our  common,  everyday  citizenship  rights. 
We  had  meetings  in  Pittsburgh,  where  the 
men  had  to  go  through  a  line  of  two  hun- 
dred thugs,  plug-uglies  and  blacklegs  em- 
ployed by  the  steel  trust  for  the  purpose 
of  terrorizing  and  browbeating  the  men 
in  the  steel  industry.  In  spite  of  that  we 
went  on  with  our  work. 

At  Homestead  there  was  a  small  strike 
pt  the  machinUU.  We  went  into  Homestead 
and  held  the  first  open  mass-meeting  that 
had  been  held  in  that  city  in  twenty-seven 
rears.  After  that  meeting  was  held  other 
arrangements  we  had  made  to  organixa 
there  were  stopped;  halls  we  had  rented 
were  denied  us;  the  owners  who  had  ac- 
cepted our  money  for  rent  of  the  halls  had 
to  return  it,  and  when  they  could  not  use 
azcnscs  of  that  kind  the  health  departments 
at  these  various  towns  were  used  to  pre- 
vent the  committee  from  holding  meetings. 
We  went  to  a  place  called  Monessen  and 
rented  a  haU.  The  money  was  returned 
and  we  were  given  to  understand  that 
meetings  could  not  be  held  in  that  town. 
Across  the  river  from  Monessen  is  a  little 
town  called  Charleroi,  where  a  number  of 
riners  have  their  organisation.  When  the 
miners  held  their  eight-hour-day  celebra- 
tion on  the  first  of  April  they  went  over 
the  river  to  Monessen  and  held  their  meet- 
ing. They  gave  us  an  opportunity,  by  as- 
sembling   there    to    hold   our   meeting. 

A  town  near  by  y^B  so  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  steel  combination  that  not  only 
were  the  employes  of  the  steel  trust  In- 
timidated, but  they  undertook  to  use  their 
Influence  to  intimidate  the  business  men. 
The  business  men  were  forced  to  sign  a  pe- 
tition asking  the  working  men  not  to  Join 
the  organization,  and  to  declare  that  their 
conditions  in  those  slave  pens  were  satis- 
factory to  them. 

Finally  this  activity  became  so  acute  we 
were  compelled  to  call  a  meeting  in  Pitte- 
burgh;  more  than  four  hundred  organiza- 
tions rant  delegates  to  that  convention,  and 
all  the  labor  unions  in  the  vicinity  of  Pitts- 
burgh were  represented.  This  convention 
was  a  de/:laration  on  the  part  of  the  organ- 
izations in  that  locality  that  they  were  going 
to  have  their  citizenship  rights  respected, 
and  they  would  not  brook  further  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  steel  trust.  That 
had  a  very  good  effect,  and  for  some  time 
the  active  opposition  of  the  steel  trust  was 
not  so  pronounced. 

In  McKeesport  we  arranged  meetings 
and  met  with  the  same  kind  of  opposition. 
We  were  denied  the  right  to  meet  in  the 
street,  in  halls,  or  anywhere  else.  The  Na- 
tional Committee  arranged  for  meetings  in 
the  city  of  Pittsburgh.  While  we  were 
there  the  City  Council  was  in  session. 
We  went  to  the  City  Council  and  explained 
the  purposes  of  our  committee,  showed  what 
our  plan  was,  and  in  the  face  of  that  the 
Mayor  of  McKeesport  denied  the  right  of 
the  committee  to  hold  meetings.  Then  we 
took  the  matter  to  the  American  Federation 


of  Labor.  President  Gompers  wrote  ta  Ih* 
Mayor  of  McKeesport  setting  forth  the 
righto  he  had  in  the  premises.  That  letter 
was  ignored.  President  Gompers  then  wrote 
the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that 
letter,  likewise,  was  ignored.  President 
Gompers'  work  took  him  to  Europe  at  about 
that  time  and  we  asked  Secretary  Morrison 
to  take  the  matter  up.  Secretary  Morrison 
wrote  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  of 
the  situation  that  existed  in  McKeesport 
and  the  Governor  replied  that  he  wouM 
use  his  best  efforto  to  see  that  the  rights 
of  the  organization  were  respected  in  Me- 
Keesport;  but  since  that  time  the  same  op- 
position has  continued  and  no  relief  has 
been    secured. 

We  continued  to  go  into  McKeesport. 
however,  to  distribute  literature  and  call 
meetings.  A  large  number  pf  men  re- 
sponded to  our  call.  Thousands  of  mem 
in  McKeesport  wanted  to  be  part  of  the 
labor  movement,  they  wanted  the  right  ta 
stand  up  as  citizens  of  this  country  and 
do  the  things  which  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States  says  they  have  a  right 
to  do.  I  want  now  to  read  a  letter  written 
by  the  Chief  of  Police  of  McKeesport: 

"McKeesport.  June  14,  1919. 
"Mr.   William  Murphy,  City. 

"Sir:  Hon.  George  H.  Lyle,  Mayor  9t 
the  City  of  McKeesport.  has  this  day  no- 
tified me  to  notify  you,  as  the  organizer  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  that 
there  will  be  no  more  street  meetings  held 
in  this  city.  This  means  that  the  meet- 
ing called  for  Monday,  June  16.  1919,  at 
Fifth  and  Market  streeto  at  8  P.  M..  wiQ 
not  be  held.  Any  attempt  made  to  disobey 
this  notice  will  be  met  with  the  arrest  9£ 
any    person   atftempting    to    speak. 

"JAMBS   REDDINGTON. 

"Chief  of  Police." 
The  meeting  on  that  date  was  held,  and 
the  speaker  representing  our  committee 
talked  in  McKeesport  on  that  occasion.  We 
proceeded  to  go  in  with  our  work  and  ta 
arrange  other  meetinirs.  While  we  would 
rather  talk  in  a  hall,  if  w^  were  denied 
the  use  of  a  hall  we  would  meet  on  the 
street  or  in  a  vacant  lot.  Here  is  the  at- 
titude of  the  Mayor  in  regard  to  meetings. 
This  is  a  telegram  from  one  of  our  organ- 
izers at  McKeesport,  addressed  to  Secretary 
Foster: 

"Saw  Mayor  Lyle.  of  McKeesport  today. 
Refused  permission  for  a  hall  meeting  and 
prohibited  street  meeting  for  American 
Federation   of   Labor." 

That  is  in  relation  to  the  meeting  to  he 
held  tomorrow  afternoon  under  the  same 
circumstances  as  previous  meetings  were 
held.  Secretary  Foster,  of  the  National 
Committee,  is  going  to  speak  in  McKees- 
port tomorrow  afternoon  at  S   o'clock. 

We  have  taken  the  matter  up  with  the 
Secretary  of  Labor;  that  Department  is 
thoroughly  aware  of  the  situation;  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Department  have  been  la 
those  places  and  have  seen  the  difflcultj 
with  which  we  are  carrying  on  our  work. 
The  matter  has  been  brought  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Justice,  with  no 
result.  Now  we  are  asking  this  conven- 
tion, in  this  resolution,  to  cause  a  Con- 
gressional investigation  or  such  other  in- 
vestigation as  will  bring  about  the  right 
which  the  citizenship  of  this  country  cannot 
permit   to   be   denied    them.      This    right   of 
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lc«e  speech  and  free  assemblftse  must  be 
f#«sht  for.  regardless  of  consequences,  and 
I  say  to  you  that  America  will  nvean 
neihinff  to  us  if  we  have  not  the  riffht 
ef   free   speech    and   free   assembly. 

While  I  have  this  opportunity  I  want 
te  say  to  the  delegates  that  this  is  a 
west  vital  and  important  work.  It  is  a 
thing  which  affects  the  future  of  every  or- 
ff«iiiaation  and  of  every  individual.  If 
we  break  this  opposition  of  the  steel  trust 
the  real  opposition  to  the  labor  movement 
ef  this  country  will  be  removed.  That  la 
the  one  big  thinv.  if  nothinar  else  is  to  be 
elbtained  in  this  work.  We  hope  to  be  able 
te  accomplish  that;  and  it  is  possible  of 
accAmpHshment.  There  are  about  a  half 
a  million  men  connected  with  the  iron  and 
steel  industry;  a  large  portion  of  them  are 
mechanics,  but  the  great  majority  of  them 
are  common  laborers.  I  presume  if  our 
skilled  trades  would  proceed  to  make  ar- 
rangements with  the  steel  industry  we  could 
very  readily  bring  within  our  lives  all  that 
we  desire,  but  in  doing  that  we  would  have 
te  pay  the  price  of  leaving  that  common 
labor,  which  is  in  the  majority,  to  the  fu- 
ture mercy  of  the  steel  trust.  That  price 
we   will   never  pay;   never. 

In  the  ten  months  since  this  committee 
was  created  a  hundred  thousand  men  have 
been  brought  into  the  folds  of  our  organi- 
sation. Twenty-four  international  unions 
are  co  operating,  and  one  hundred  thousand 
men  out  of  the  steel  industry  have  b«en 
brought  into  their  organisations.  If  that  re- 
sult can  be  brought  about  in  ten  months  we 
shall  be  able,  through  the  concentrated  ef- 
forta  of  the  international  organisations  and 
with  the  support  of  the  American  Federation 
of  labor,  to  bring  the  other  four  hundred 
thousand  men  in  the  steel  industry  into  the 
labor  movement  inside  of  the  next  year. 
That  is  the  constructive  work  we  have  been 
engaged  in.  and  I  hope  -when  you  leave 
this  convention,  with  all  the  other  re- 
sponsibilities and  duties  you  have,  yon  will 
help  this  situation.  It  is  a  vital  and  im- 
portant matter  and  means  much  to  the 
future   of   the    labor   movement. 

We  don't  know  what  the  future  haa  In 
store  for  us  on  this  question  of  free  speech. 
We  do  know  the  power  and  influence  of 
the  steel  trust  to  make  or  break  men. 
They  have  declared  that  thej  are  going 
te  break  the  men  who  are  doing  this  work 
for  the  international  unions  and  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor.  We  are  going 
tc  keep  within  the  law;  we  are  going  to 
do  everything  we  possibly  can  in  the  way  in 
which  the  activities  of  the  American  Fed* 
eration  of  Labor  are  carried  out,  but  if 
our  citizenship  is  going  to  be  denied,  if  we 
are  going  to  be  harassed  in  all  the  ways  the 
steel  trust  is  going  to  resort  to,  then  we 
say,  come  what  will,  we  are  going  to  speak 
.  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  That  is  our 
answer  to  the  steel  trust. 

Delegate  Sexton,  Cigarmakers:  I  have  a 
matter  of  considerable  importance  to  this 
ceavention  to  bring  before  you.  i  desire 
te  have  a  cablegram  read  by  the  Secretary 
aad  then  d^esire  to  have  a  few  words  to  say 
in  prefacing  a  motion. 

leeretary    Morrison    read    the    following 
•ram : 


Oable 

San    Juan.    June    19.    1919. 
Samuel   Gompers,    President   American    Fed- 
eration   of    Labor,     Convention,    Atlantle 
City.  N.  J. 

Fifteen  thousand  laborers,  the  bulk  of 
whom  are  women,  who  were  suffering  nn^ 
bearable  conditions,  were  locked  out  by  the 
American  Tobacco  Trust  about  seven  months 
ago.  They  are  bravely  resisting  against 
deliberate  purpose  of  the  trust  to  destroy 
the  cigarmakers'  organisation,  which  is  the 
backbone  of  our  organised  movement  in 
Porto  Rico.  We  do  fervently  appeal  to 
delegates  of  international  unions  and  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  adopt 
some  resolution  to  lend  at  once  some  flnan- 
ciul  help  to  these  laborers,  so  they  can  con- 
tinue to  stand  by  their  rights  to  maintain 
their  unions  in  this  island,  for  they  are 
decided  to  starve  to  death  before  surren- 
der. We  request  Delegates  Sexton.  Camp- 
bell and  Roberts  to  thoroughly  inform  of 
the  situation.  Wishing  all  kinds  of  success. 
Rivera  Martnes.  organizer:  Farrell,  or^ 
ganizer;  Iglesias,  general  organizer- 
Delegate  Sexton:  The  cablegram  is  self- 
explanatory.  About  fifteen  thousand,  in  all, 
are  involved  in  this  struggle  against  the 
American  Tobacco  Trust  in  Porto  Rico.  It 
means  the  life  of  our  organization  in  Por^ 
Rico.  These  people  have  been  struggling 
for  six  months  or  more,  and  many  of  them 
have  received  no  benefits  in  a  financial  way. 
If  they  are  given  assistance  it  will  mean 
an  extension  of  the  organized  labor  move- 
ment and  the  preservation  of  that  which 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  and  the 
organized  labor  movement  has  been  en- 
deavoring  to  establish. 

I,  therefore,  move  that  this  matter  bo 
referred  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  to  act  upon 
and  use  their  best  discretion  and,  insofar 
aa  the  privilege  of  the  constitution  per- 
mits, to  render  immediate  aid  to  these  mem- 
bers in  Porto  Rico.     (Seconded  and  carried.) 

Election  of  Offlcors. 

President  Gompera:     I  am   going  to  aak 

a  former  vice  president  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  John  Mitchell,  to  pre- 
side over  this  convention  during  the  time 
of  the  election  of  President  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor. 

Delegate  Mitchell:  Fellow  Delegates:  May 
I  not,  for  just  one  moment,  depart  from 
the  regular  order  of  business  to  express  to 
yon  my  heartfelt  appreciation  for  the  very 
generous  expression  that  you  have  just 
given  me  of  your  continued  friendship  for 
me?  During  the  sessions  of  the  past  two 
conventions,  because  of  the  pressure  of  work 
in  the  various  positions  I  held  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  I  was  unable  to  be  present 
as  a  delegate;  but  it  is  a  source  of  the 
keenest  pleasure  and  happiness  to  be  here 
now  and  to  have  the  opportunity  of  meet- 
ing,  individually  and   collectively,   the  dele- 
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gates  to  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
convention. 

By  direction  of  the  convention  yesterday 
this  hour  was  set  ai»art  for  tUa  election  of 
officers  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor for  the  ensuing  term.  Nominations  for 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  are  now  in  order. 

Delegate  Perkins,  Cigarmakers:  I  am 
going  to  nominate  the  present  incumbent 
for  the  position  of  President  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor.  I  have  heard, 
and  you  have  heard,  that  sometimes  in  se- 
lecting men  to  do  the  things  that  mean  so 
much  the  question  of  age  is  often  mistak- 
enly taken  into  consideration.  When  autoc- 
racy and  militarism  were  nutrching  triumph- 
antly across  the  soil  of  France  the  sorely- 
tried  Allies  looked  for  some  one  to  prevent 
them  from  marching  over  the  prostrate  bod- 
ies of  democracy,  freedom  and  justice,  and 
they  selected  without  consulting  the  number 
of  years  General  Foch,  and  he  delivered  the 
goods.  When  France  was  torn  by  dissen- 
sion and  discord,  groping  in  tba  darkness 
for  someone  to  rally  the  heroic  spirit  of 
that  heroic  country  with  what  acclaim  they 
selected  Clemenceau,  86  years  old;  and  the 
result   proved    the   wisdom   of   their   choice. 

Turning  to  our  own  country  we  And  in 
our  trade  union  movement  a  feeling  that 
we  ought  to  turn  Jto  that  kind  of  leader- 
ship which  possesses  knowledge,  integrity. 
Judgment  and  character.  I  am  quite  sure 
that  this  convention  will  make  no  mistake 
«f  we  select  one  whose  integrity,  whose 
ability,  whose  judgment,  and  whose  cour- 
age stand  foremost  In  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  the  workers  of  this  country;  and  not 
only  that,  but  in  the  hearts  of  all  the  peo- 
ple of  our  glorious  country.  I,  therefore, 
take  great  pleasure  In  placing  in  nomina- 
tion that  intrepid  successful  leader  of  the 
trade  union  movement,  Mr.  Samuel  Gompers. 

No  further  names  were  presented  and 
the    chairman    declared    nominations    elosed. 

Upon  motion  of  Delegate  Wolf,  Photo 
Engravers,  the  Secretary  was  Instructed  to 
east  the  unanimous  vote  for  the  oonven- 
tion  for  Mr.  Gompers  as  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  for  the  en- 
ensuing   year. 

Chairman  Mitchell:  The  Secretary  will 
oast  one  ballot,  being  the  unanimous  action 
of  this  convention  in  electing  Mr.  Gompers 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  for  the  ensuing  year. 

The  Secretary  compUed  with  the  In- 
struction  of  the  convention. 

Chairman  Mitchell:  I  declare  Mr.  Gom^ 
pers  elected  President  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  for  the  ensuing  term, 
and  I  am  proud  to  be  the  instrumentality 
through  which  this  convention  conveys  to 
Mr.  Gompers  this  splendid  expression  of 
the    continued    confidence    and   affection    of 


the      representative    men    of      labor   ef   the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

Mr.  Gompers,  I  am  sure  I  express  the 
s^timent  of  practically  every  man  and 
woman  assembled  here  when  I  say  te  yon 
that  they  wish  that  yon  may  long  live  te 
lead  the  forces  of  labor  in  their  never-end- 
ing struggle  for  better  and  higher  condi- 
tions of  life  and  labor. 

President  Gompers:  I  would  be  less  than 
human  were  I  not  moved  by  this  vote  of 
the  convention  in  electing  me  as  President 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  by  the  demonstration 
just  witnessed.  I  am  moved  by  both  in  a 
very  peculiar  manner  at  this  time.  At 
times  some  outside  of  our  movement  un- 
dertake the  so-called  leadership  and  pre- 
ceptorship  of  our  movement,  undertake  to 
attempt  the  direction  of  our  movement — 
notwithstanding  how  little  they  understand 
and  feel  the  real  purpose  of  our  movement. 
Never,  however,  in  ithe  Hisltory  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  has  there 
been  conducted  such  a  campaign  by  people 
of  the  character  I  have  tried  to  indicate 
as  during  the  months  just  preceding  our 
annual  convention.  Anti-American  newspa- 
pers and  publications;  anti-labor  publica- 
tions ;  anti-American-Federation-of -Labor  pub- 
lications were  a9ad  as  advertising  me- 
diums through  which  attacks  were  made 
upon  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
through  the  heart  of  your  President.  That 
was   from   the   outside. 

The  vote  and  the  demonstration  just  re- 
corded in  this  convention  is  American  la- 
bor's answer  to  such  traducers  and  oppo»> 
ents.  When  there  has  been,  for  one  rea- 
son and  another,  or  for  no  reason  at  all. 
any  opposition  manifested  by  the  men  in 
the  labor  movement  as  to  the  Presidency 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  that 
was  within  their  right;  it  was  their  right  te 
determine  who  should  be  the  president  of 
the  American  SVederation  of  Labor,  and 
whether  anyone  else  liked  it — or  whether  I 
liked  it — or  not,  it  was  their  privilege  and 
their  right  to  oppose,  and  their  privilege 
and  right  have  always  been  maintained  and 
sustained  by  me.  I  have  tried  to  give  not 
a  part  of  me,  but  all  there  is  of  me  in  mind, 
in  sentiment,  in  experience,  in  opportunity  to 
serve  the  cause  of  labor,  primarily,  and  the 
masses  of  the  people  genarally.  Whatever 
there  may  be  left  of  me  in  mind,  in  sool, 
in  body,  shall  be  consecrated,  as  heretofore^ 
to  these  great  causes  and  these  great  prin- 
ciples. My  highest  conception  of  duty  and 
responsibility  is  to  be  of  service  to  my  fel- 
lows, my  contemporary  manhood  and  wom- 
anhood, and  for  the  growth  and  the  protec- 
tion and  the  promotion  of  the  rights  and  in- 
terests of  the  great  mass  of  worbars  of  the 
future — our  children  and  their  childnsn,  and 
children's     children — so     that     the    bnrdesa 
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•f  life  ol  each  generation  may  be  lightened 
and  80  that  they  may  develop  into  greater 
manhood  and  womanhood;  so  that  t^e^  »^»" 
have  a  better  nnderstanding  of  the  P^oWemJ 
confronting  them  in  their  time  "d  car^  on 
the  work  and  the  struggle  to  a  succeasrui 

ins  in  of  that  brighter  and  »>"^"  'j»'»^ 
tte  day   that  .haU  mak.  men  brothers   th. 

'ti^UFrey.MCder.:  It--*^"^ 
nleasure  at  preTiou»  conventions  to  arue 
^C  nomination,  tor  First  Vice-President 
:^"  called  tor.  and  •-'"«^»  *«  "™  ^J. 
weU-known  dele«ate  and  «»««  •' **J'  ^^ 
oration  tor  the  position.  T,^*"  "  '^S 
litii.  for  me  to  say  concerning  his  special 
il^Hflcilio".  tor  thL  position^  "  ^S!.^ 
m"  privilege  to  vUit  the  land  in  "Wch  he 
wL  bom  and  to  see  the  mist.  •»*»• 
rtTrm  sweeping  to  from  the  ocean  *» J^ 

gainst  the  '««««*  «»»■*'„  "{T  to  th«" 
ScotUnd.  And  we  have  seen  Mm  •»<*"• 
convenUons  and  to  the  tatervals  ^*^^ 
th«.  convention,  standing  "k*  *-«  ^gjS 
granite  crags  '»  ^efen«  of Jh.  prineipl- 
of  trade  unionlam.  We  B«ve  ■•^ . .  - 
r^rma  of  misinformation.  <>'  •».^V*"tn! 
t^^nce  break  before  the  ^^'^^^J^; 
Besses  and  the  strength  of  his  «»»»««^'' 
i«ra.  the  storms  have  broken  on  the 
^r^gge^  crags  of  ScotUnd.  Wejojje  bta 
beSmse  we  know  him;  we  admire  him  b^ 
^r  of  the  qualities  he  PO"*"^''  "^ 
Slve  found  him  at  all  time,  and  ^^^er^  -^ 
circumstances  not  only  one  ««  ^«  "^J^ 
loyal,  but  one  of  the  ^^^^  ^^^^''iJzi 
tender,  of  trade  unionism  we  have  in  Am«^ 
•r  U  affords  me  the  greatest  Vl^^re^ 
place  in  nomination  James  I>«°^ V  J^J 
Granite  Cutters,  for  the  po.iUon  of  Flr.t 
Vice-President.  , 

No  further  name,  were  preeented  and 
the  chairman  decUred  nominatiomi  closed. 
Upon  motion  of  DelegaU  Kovele.ki.  ihm 
Secretary  wa.  instructed  to  cast  the  unw^ 
mous  vote  of  the  convention  for  James 
Duncan  for  First  Vice-President.  The  Sec- 
reUry  complied  with  the  instruction  of 
the  convention  and  James  Duncan  wa. 
.unanimously  elected  First  Vice-President 
for  the  ensuing  term. 

Delegate  Wilson.  Pattern  Makers:  I  arije 
at  thi.  time  to  place  in  nomination  one  wbo 
has  »endered  valuable  a«rrice  to  Ubor  dv^ 
ins  hi.  many  year,  of  active  work  in  the 
trade  union  movement  and  the  labor  move- 
ment of  our  country.  Reali.in«  that  the 
work  of  this  convention  doe.  not  Ju.tify  at 
thi.  time  lengthy  .peeche.  in  making  nom- 
ination.. I  desire  without  further  ado  to 
nominate  Joseph  F.  Valentine,  of  the  Hold- 
ers' Union. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast 
tb«  unanimous  vote  of  the  convention  for 
JoMph    F.    Valentine.      The    Secretary    com- 


plied with  the  instruction  of  the  ©•"▼•^ 
tion  and  Joseph  F.  Valentine  wa.  decUrad 
nnTnimously  elected  Second  Vice  President 
for   the  ensuing  term. 

President  Gompers:  Before  the  nomlna- 
tionl  are  heard  for  Third  Vice  President 
it  wiU  be  necessary  to  take  offlcUl  cogn^- 
ance  of  letters  from  Mr.  John  R.  Alpine, 
now   Third   Vice    President.  . 

SecrLry  Morrison  r«td  the  following 
letters    and   telegrams: 

Hotel  McAlpin,   Broadway   at  »***\  ^t.. 
New   York   City.   June   6.    1919. 

i^^ik?Sn?fHorirr: 

?4.ir.S"»d' which  iSirf.«  with  the  to. 

Mlu-Sivr^ui-c^-^^  -rsss 

**PW«e   accept  for   youreelf  and    our   col- 

» bC^^ls'Sr-iiri  »'i.t""ap5s: 

luSln    bS^Sins.    of   .the    ~»y    J«"»    ~- 
"'^'SJh'SSikrto'iii  llnc^ton.  ^cept- 
ance  of  thU   -«5-«JS  J..?  ^^^ 
(Signed)  JOHN  R.  ALPINK. 
TELEGRAM 
Alamac  Hotel,  ^«*»*if^  ^^J^  ^^i  J" 

John  R.   Alpine. 
McAlpin    Hotel. 

JS^  Siwed  *1;nd  ^am  "t-f  ej  Too 
owett  to  your  friend..  your.elf  and  the 
movement  to  come  ^er^  at^once.^^^^^ 

June  7,   1»W. 
Mr.  John  R.  Alpine. 
McAlpin   Hotel. 

Yo^^'lettc?  a^*^my  telegram  to  you  in 
«Jly  laid  before  Executive  CouncU  and  it 
^^^'uiinimSS^ly  voted  that  I  telegraph j^g" 
^  atronriy  urge  you  to  come  to  Atlantic 
OHy  aTlSSn  wMble,  today  or  tomorrow. 

Sunday  for  eo^^^^^^o^kMUEL  GOMPERS. 
TELEGRAM 

Chicago.    Illinois.    June   »,    1919. 
Samuel  Gompers,  .     «.^      -^t     » 

Alamac   Hotd.   Atlantic  City.  N.   J. 

Your  telegram  received  as  I  wa.  leavmg 
for  Chicago.  Pereonal  reason,  that  I  win 
S  ^  tb  explain  when  I  see  you  demand 
«r»  n*^MMe  here  and  after  much  thougnt  tt 
"^vW^TtiTl  SiU  £?  unable  to  attend 
the  Convention.  It  will  be  necessary  for  me 
S  sS  ^«  ^fore  fuU  explanation  can  De 
made,  in  the  meantime.  plea.e  -c^eP^  ..^«: 
nation  from  Executive  Council  a.  indicated 
in  letter  of  recent  date.  Letter  coming. 
JOHN  R.   ALPINE. 
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United    Aasociation    of    Plumbers    and    Steam 
Fitters   of  U.   S.   and   Canada. 

General   Offices.   411   Bush  Temple  of  Music. 
Chicago.   lU..   June   18.   1919 
Mr.    Samuel    Gompers,    President, 

American    Federation    of   Labor. 

Alamac   Hotel.   Atlantic   City.   N.   J. 
Dear    Sir   and    Brother: 

Just  a  br  ef  letter  at  this  time  since  I 
have  no  desire  to  bother  while  you  are  in  the 
midst  of  the  convention. 

Of  course.  I  can  understand  your  sur- 
prise because  of  my  resisrnation  from  the 
Executive  Council  and  I  shall  make  unusual 
effort  to  see  you  after  the  convention  m 
order  that  I  may  be  privUeged  to  maxe 
explanation  in  person  that  I  do  not  care  a» 
th's  time  to  place  upon  paper.  There  ar« 
valid  reasons  for  the  action  taken  but  quite 
naturally  1  am  worried  because  of  doubt 
as  to  your  feelings   in  the  matter. 

I  know  you  will  have  no  opportunity  to 
answer  this  letter  until  after  the  close  of 
the  convention,  and  since  Mrs.  Alpine  is 
go'ng  away  with  me  for  a  few  weeks  I 
would  ask  that  you  simply  acknowledge  re- 
ceipt of  this  addressing  the  Chicago  office 
in  order  that  I  may  know  of  it  bavins  reach- 
ed   you. 

Good  old  Sam.  I  feel  like  a  fish  out  of 
water  because  of  absence  from  the  conven- 
tion, and  although  in  the  future  I  will  not 
have  the  opportunity  of  being  with  you  at 
Executive  Counc'l  meetings  I  predict  you 
will  have  a  most  distressing  time  should 
you  try  to  keep  away  from  me  despite  my 
absence  from  the  CounciL 

My  best  wishes  are  with  yon  always 
will  be.  Indeed  it  was  pleasing  to  reao  m 
the  Chicago  papers  of  the  wonderful  recep- 
tion given  you,  but  :t  would  have  heen 
strange  had  this  ovation  not  been  offered.  If 
anybody  is  entitled  to  receive  the  commenaa- 
tions  of  all   the  people  it   is  yourself. 

As    soon    as    possible    after    the    convention 
is   over,    and   after    Mrs.    Alpine   and    I   have 
returned   home,   I    will   call   upon   you. 
Yours  most  sincerely. 
(Signed)    JOHN   B.    ALPINE. 

General    President. 

President  Gompers:  The  letter  of  Mr. 
Alpine  was  acknowledged.  The  Elxecutive 
Council,  having  before  it  the  resignation  or 
Mr.  Alpine  as  Third  Vice-President,  re- 
frained from  action,  preferring  tnat  this 
convention  act  rather  than  the  Executfv* 
Council.  It  was  at  the  meeting  of  the  Coun- 
cil two  weeks  ago  that  the  resignation  was 
offered.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion  tnat  a 
motion  is  in  order  to  accept  the  resignation 
of   V'ce-President   Alpine. 

Delegate  Clark.  Flint  Glass  Workers:  i 
move  that  the  correspondence  between  the 
Executive  Council  and  Vice-President  Aipme 
be  made  a  matter  of  record;  that  his  resig- 
nation be  accepted  with  regret  and  that  tne 
Executive  Counc'l  draft  resolutions  commend- 
ing Mr.  Alpine  for  the  valuable  services  ne 
has  rendered  the  labor  movement,  as  has  been 
done  in  the  case  of  the  executives  wno  re- 
oently  left  the   Council. 

Delegate  Leonard:  As  one  of  the  delegates 
representing  the  United  Association  of 
Plumbers   and   Steam   Fitters   I  desire  to  say 


that  amonir  the  general  membership  of  tke 
United  Association  we  sincerely  regret  tAe 
resignation  of  our  General  President  rrom 
the  Executive  Council.  We  understand  Itfs 
reasons  for  resigning,  and  they  are  vaiia; 
but  nevertheless  we  desire  to  five  some  sliffM 
expression  of  our  great  appreciation  ox  tme 
man  who  brought  our  organization  out  ef 
the  slough  of  despond  which  it  occuplea 
a  few  years  ago  and  made  it  an  organa*. 
tion  of  wonderful  achievements  for  our  en- 
tire membership.  We  are  still  loyal  in  tte 
United  AssocaUon  to  John  R,  Alpine  and 
we  appreciate  aU  the  good  things  he  has 
done  for   it. 

The  motion  proposed  by  Delegate  Clarx  wa. 
adopted   unanimously. 

President  Gompers  suggested  that  tHe 
officer  elected  to  fill  the  position  of  Third 
Vice-President  for  the  ensuing  term  De  enxu- 
ed  also  to  flU  the  unexpired  term  o,^ 
Alpine,  which  extends  to  August  1st.  a  m^ 
tion  to  that  effect  was  adopted 
toZ^TJ^  Hutcheson:  I  desire  to  pl.ce  be- 
fore  the  convention  a  delegate  who  is  weU 
^"^wuJ'^^"^  •nj  attempt  to  e^oJiS 
i^v  ^^  „0'^  Qualifications,  other  than  1^ 
«y  that  aU  that  ha.  been  said  of  cand^ 
t^n  ""^  *.*?•*  may  be  said  Of  can<«S^2; 
^u^ly  applH.  to  him.  I  take  great  pleasu^ 

S  P««w'n*^"  ^^  convention  the  m^ 
of   Prank   Dufljr.   of   the   United    Brotherh^ 

No'^fS:?;^'  '^'  ^^^">  Vice-PrcsIdeS. 
PwJ  *T  .'**'"^  ^^^  presented  and  tbe 
Chairman  declared  nomination,  closed.  TW 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  ine  unani- 
moM  vote  of  the  convention  for  Vice-Pres'- 
f^trJ^''^-  ?\S««'-«*«^  complied  ^tiTi;e 
S^i^  "*"  ""^^^^  convention  and  Fra^ 
S?^  ,T**  <J«clared  unanimously  elected 
Third    Vice-President   for  the   ensuin/t^ 

Sl^lf  of  m«n.fest  pride  that  I  arise  n> 
behalf  of  my  delegation  to  nominate  a  dele- 
f  .u?*'^.^^"^'*  Vice-President.  I  .hall  aee 
at  thui  time  attempt  to  recount  his  virtues 
or  his  accomplishments  in  the  American  later 
movement  other  than  to  say  that  for  maay 
ff*.?J***^  ^®®"  *  member  and  officer  of  t&e 
united  Mine  Workers'  organization  and  has 
given  to  our  union  the  very  best  that  was 
in  him.  He  has  served  in  the  Senate  or 
the  sUte  from  which  he  comes,  acting  as 
President  pro  tem.  of  that  body.  He  Hm 
been  Secretary  Treasurer  of  our  organisatiam 
for  a  number  of  years,  has  served  as  Viea- 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, represents  in  the  American  labor  move- 
ment the  highest  type  of  trade  unionism  and 
stands  as  one  of  our  foramost  citizens.  I 
submit  for  your  consideration  the  name  af 
Honorable  William  Green  for  Fourth  Tlae- 
President. 

No  further  names  were  presented  and  tlM 
Chairman  declared  the  nominations  eloaed. 
The    Secretary    was    instructed    to    cast    tlbe 
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uumimons  vote  of  the  convention  for  Vie«- 
President  Green.  The  SecreUry  compHefl 
with  the  instrnction  of  the  convention  and 
William  Green  waa  declared  elected  Fourth 
Vice-Preeident. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Carpenters:  I  riae  to 
place  in  nomination  for  the  office  of  Fifth 
Vice-Preeident  a  trade  nnionist  whose  name 
is  a  household  word  the  country  over.  AU 
the  good  things  that  have  been  said  about 
those  nominated— not  excepting  yourself,  Mr. 
President,— are  true  of  the  brother  I  am 
about  to  nominate.  With  these  few  remarks 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  placing  in  nomination 
the  only  William  D.  Mahon,  who  transfers 
all  of  us  throughout  the  country— the  presi- 
dent of  the  Street  and  Electric  RaUway  Em- 
ployees. 

No  further  names  were  presented  and  the 
Chairman  declared  nominations  closed.  The 
Secretary  waa  instructed  to  cast  the  unan!- 
mous  vote  of  the  convention  for  William  B. 
Mahon  for  Fifth  Vice-President.  The  sec- 
retary complied  with  the  instructions  of  tne 
convention  and  William  B.  Mahon  waa  oe- 
dared  elected  Fifth  Vice-President  for  the 
ensuing  term. 

Delegate  Manning,  United  Garment  Wora- 
ers:  I  am  privileged  today  to  place  before 
this  convention  the  same  delegate  I  presented 
at  the  St.  Paul  Convention.  At  that  time 
I  said  no  words  of  mine  could  add  to  his 
Aility  or  detract  from  the  work  he  would 
do  during  the  coming  year.  I  repeat  that 
sentiment  now,  and  present  to  the  delegates 
for  their  consideration  T.  A.  Bickert,  of  the 
United  Garment  Workers. 

Delegate  Sillinaky:  For  the  office  of  Sixtn 
Vice-President  I  wish  to  nominate  one  of  the 
oldest  officers  of  our  organisation,  who  ts 
BOW  holding  the  executive  office  of  our  organi- 
sation. He  is  the  editor  of  our  Journal  ana 
in  that  capacity  haa  shown  that  he  stands 
by  his  convictions,  is  .  courageous  and  able. 
I  wish  to  nominate  for  Sixth  Vice-President 
Thomas  Sweeney  of  the  Journeymen  Tail- 
ors. 

Th«  nomination  waa  seconded  by  Thomas 
Bolander. 

The  Secretary  called  the  roll  of  delegates, 
with    the    following    result: 

For  Rickert: — Mullaney,  Myrap,  Beisel. 
Schneider,  Noschang.  Fischer.  Jacob;  Shance- 
sy,  Foley,  Anderson,  Ed ;  Harvey.  Kl!ne^ 
Kramer,  Powlesland,  Franklin,  J.  A. :  Wey- 
and,  MacGowan,  Scott,  Charles;  McKillop, 
Ahem.  Bieber.  Collins.  Lovely.  Baine  Ferry, 
La  Couture.  O'Byrne.  Proebstle,  Sullivan, 
John:  Kugler,  Rader,  Obergfell,  Bowen, 
Preece,  Jones,  Geo. ;  Greeley,  Pr'.ce,  Murpny, 
Thos.  J.;  Kasten,  Morrin,  Tobin.  S.  P.;  Mc- 
Cain. Cunnane.  Ryan,  Martin  F. ;  Shoemaker, 
Thompson,  Theodore;  Hyland,  Thomas  P.; 
Hutcheson,  Duffy.  Frank;  White,  Bob;  Ross, 
McCarthy,  Van  Duyn.  Post,  Lakey,  Perkins, 
Gompers.  Sexton,  Campbell,  W.  A.;  Forrester, 
Odell,  Shurtleff,  Hay.  Nebon,  Emery,  saker. 
Ooaway,  Schulte,  Hughes,  Andrew  C. ;  Doyie, 


James  J.;  Oliver,  McNuIty,  Noonan,  Joyee, 
McAndrews.  O'Connor,  Julia  S. ;  Evans.  E«d- 
ward  J. ;  Boyen,  Feeney,  Snellings.  Comer- 
ford,  Edgerton.  Peterson,  Woll,  Bra<iy.  Stew- 
ard, Luther,  C;  Junker,  Leonard,  Martin,  J.; 
Etheridge.  Oden.  Fink.  Healy,  Shamp.  Mor- 
ton, Brennan.  RIckcrt,  Larger.  Minnng, 
Dnley,  Doyle,  P.;  Voll.  Call,  Donnelly,  Clarke, 
Wm.  P. ;  O'Brien.  John  B. ;  Hasenauer  n^y- 
nolda,  Maire.  Christman,  Duncan,  James; 
Squibb.  Russell,  Alex.  W. ;  Lawlor,  McCue, 
Humphrey.  D'Alessandro,  Etchlson.  MorescM, 
Carley,  Dwyer,  Marshall.  Broening.  riore, 
Sullivan.  Jere  L. ;  Farrell,  McDevitt  Kovel- 
eeki  T  ghe.  Sullivan.  John  J. ;  Mahoney, 
Edwards.  McSorley.  Duty,  Bryan,  W.  E  ;  Ma-  i 
loney.  Gainer,  Mugavin,  Duffy,  Charles  D. ; 
Swarz.  O'Connor,  Thos.  V. ;  Chlopek,  GaTia- 
gan.  Bjorklund,  Keavy.  Gauthier.  Wharton, 
Connolly.  J.  J. :  Barker,  Fljozdal,  Crook, 
Pegg.  Kennedy,  Hart,  John  F. :  Lane.  Dennis ; 
Schmidt.  Fred ;  McCreash,  Kennedy.  John ; 
Guest,  Hsmes.  Redding.  Morfarty,  Pattlson, 
Moyer,  Roberts.  Langdon,  Hayes,  Frank  J.; 
Lewis,  John  L. :  Green.  Walker.  Mitchell. 
White,  J.  P.;  Farnngton.  Moore,  Val'^ntTne, 
Frey.  Stevenson.  Harry;  Hayden.  D-l'on, 
Weber.  Weaver,  Carey,  D.  A. :  Wtnkler, 
Evans.  R.  E. ;  Sheehan,  Hedrick.  Skemp  Oue- 
rin.  McKeon,  Lynch.  John  J  ;  Kellrv,  Jos- 
eph F. ;  W'lson.  James ;  Gernon.  Forrest, 
Bergstrom.  George.  Donlin.  Allen.  James  a.; 
Carroll,  John ;  Kearney,  Anderson.  Charres ; 
Rau.  Leonard.  E.  W.  :  Britton.  L*»ary.  Dehl, 
Flaherty,  Menge.  Hutchins.  Clark,  W  lliam 
D. ;  Berry.  McHugh.  MeGrady,  Edwards, 
Martin.  Quinlin,  Cahill.  Mylan.  Rooney.  Ryan, 
Edward  J.;  Strickland.  Henry  W. ;  Plynale* 
Hurley.  Gavlak  Helt,  Cone.  F'eming,  Shay 
Charles  C. .  Dolliver.  Barry.  Ryan.  P.  4. ; 
Freel.  Sumner.  Gr'ggs.  Heberltng,  Conners, 
Cashen,  Stillman,  Tobrn.  Daniel  J.;  Hughes, 
Thomas  L. ;  Gillespie.  Neer.  Decker.  PerTiam, 
Man'on.  Gormen.  O  D. ;  B>-aun.  Atk*ns.  Gol- 
•  en  Conboy.  McMahon.  Reagan,  O'Donnell, 
Daniel  J.:  McAndrew,  Evans.  E.  Lewfs; 
Scott.  M.  G. :  Morrison.  Frank ;  Hayes.  Max 
S. ;  McColIough.  Young,  WilPam ;  Hays.  J. 
W. ;  Hatch.  Gorman,  Denis  F. ;  Tracey.  Geo. 
A. ;  Koch,  Mordecai,  Burton.  Fox,  Charles ; 
Hale.  Johnson,  A.  J.;  Brelsford,  Anderson, 
SUnley;  Hall,  E.  G. ;  Grafton  Donohue.  M. 
M. ;  Holland,  Ott.  Fenton.  Bollenbacher,  Bon- 
cer.  Fox.  Harry  W. ;  Nolan.  Gramling.  Bans, 
Fisher.  A.  E. ;  Howard,  Kimball,  Coughlfn. 
Myers,  James  J.;  O'Leary  Niemeier,  F^tche, 
McFadden,  Yarrow,  Tucker  Hooper.  Mason, 
Harry  H. ;  Weasel.  Tracy,  D.  W. ;  McKeown, 
Nozum,  Smth.  John  T. ;  Knutson.  Mets, 
Gorman,  Patrick  E. ;  Gilbert.  Hilfers.  Barnes. 
Walter:  Omburn,  CPnedinst,  Giles.  Hurley. 
Edflrar  S. ;  Grain.  McGuire.  Hoehn.  Hal! 
John  H.  Jr.;  Jacobs.  Maloney,  Barbour,' 
Wines.  Woracek.  Ryefson.  Flynn.  P.  W. ; 
Murphy,  Dan'el  C. ;  Doyle,  F.  E. ;  Scanlan, 
Wood,  Chandler,  Oolpoys,  Donahue.  James 
P.;  Kromelbein,  Guilfoyle,  McGeory,  Tinney 
Hogan.  Ann;  Wateon.  Brinston.  Burford* 
Worthey,  Carter,  Wlliama,  Oscar:  Lewts. 
Mullen.  Morris,  Jesse  T. ;  Gould.  Miller,  Has- 
tings, Esleek.  Vaughan.  McK'nnon  Spacey. 
Scott,  E. ;  Brown,  George  M. ;  Teitelbaum. 
representing  28.229  votes. 

For  Sweeney:— Barnes.  J.  Mahlon;  Mey- 
er.  Andrtes ;  Kaufman,  Liebowitz,  Schlesfnger 
Hdler,  Gorenstein.  La  Porte,  Friedman. 
Feinberg,  Brown.  Harvey  W. ;  Grow.  Schoen- 
berg  Cannon.  Burke.  John  P. ;  LauT»*»r.  jja, 
Belle,  Suitor,  Sweeney.  Bolander,  Sillinaky. 
Wrenn,    Kavanaugh.    Rogera.    Putnam.    Lea- 
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Bon.  Mock.  Pranklin.  H.  L.;  OUto.  Cato^, 
sffidSnd/C.  A.;  Duncan.  J«2« ^ij. ^^^^^ 
T^  pTBich.   representing  2.661  votee.. 
M-.*    VAtlnc*— Boyer.      Brown,      William 

fci^nS^'i    &S«,  jTrf^  Schneider,  O. 

Pwofr  o'toleB.  Patrick:  Hjlen.  _.?»»*?! 
SS?  Tb»m«.  Percy :  ^P^^fv^Sf  VttS^ 
Patrick,  Jsmeg,  Wm.;  EuweU.  Oroaff,  Whita 
kw,   MiDonald.    Duncan;    (^onej.    1^"»|»' 

Tnhn  H  !  DaTT,  Stewart,  it.  »•» 
DaTii  E  F.;  Huffman,  Harlin  OijjnB, 
B™n  O'DonneU.  a;  Dill.  Carridc.  Pi^. 
F^dd.  I)e!S3S\im.  brifflth.  Mnrpliy.  Jobn 
E^?^CaJroU?^hn  H.;  McClinUc.  Woodman. 
WaEn^&nfleld.  GaUoway.  Taylor.  C.  O. ; 
MoS  Wmia.  Nen,  PrieeUy  Arg>.  Oregon. 
NoWe.  Bichter.  Evans,  Milton  O?  B[«|»^ 
SiiSr  Newmyer.  Ini^e..  »«»•»«.  ^SUS' 
Gwey.  Hoffman,  Prank ;  .I'"^°»p.^^i,  J^*"^'. 
O0-l<4irM       Soielman.      Daly.      Timothy      M. . 

LacS  John  A. ;  Young  C.  B. ;  Draper.  Hart- 
ItorT  B?«dley.'  Broderick.  Bower  Ow^ 
Wilkineon.  Adam;  SuUivan.  J.  J; I  ^^^ 
H<iJSgan.'  Boyle.  C.  JJ^^U-^B  •  w£ 
mansee.  Hannon.  Campbell.  J""**^- •  ^"^ 
kinson.  John;  Simpson.  Lemke.  ^^^^J^^' 
riffht  Sauter.  Lawson.  Stehmeyer.  Eearflon. 
TSrn'er.  CoSer.  Cahillane  Monaghan.  Ito- 
Mcapo.  Fincke.  Harte.  McDougaU.  Pwte. 
McGm.  Oplinger.  Crawford.  B«''J^  H.;  Ca^ 
ady,  Einger.  Patterson.  Brogix^.  Grass.  Clwrk. 
E^ Edwin;    Grice.   Staley.  McNiece,  Badgett. 

Bledow.  Goldsmith  <>>lTi°W®^wMV«®nSS.l2; 
Huston.  Quesse,  Mason,  T.  H.;  White,  Charles 
L;  Johnson,  E.  D.;  Tourison,  Schults.  Shea. 
C  P.-  Midil«ton.  Catterson,  Berger,  Wein- 
stock.  Ellicott,  Herbert,  Pitts.  Richardson, 
Ooogin.  Leonard,  Oliver  L.;  Chambers  Rice. 
Eklnnd  Campbell,  Miller.  L.;  Gallagher. 
Lane  Robert  J;  J»ckson,  Thompson, 
ChaSes-  HeUesen,  kinckler,  Sharon,  Clarke, 
Daltor'TTBums  Holm.  Witashkin,  W«in- 
traub  Abramson.  Bondaeld,  Pinney,  Walsh, 
representing  1.270  votes. 

Vioe-Preeident  Rickert  was  declared  duly 
elected   for  the  ensuing  term. 

Delegate  Noschang.  Barbers:  1  nse  to 
place  in  nomination  a  colleague  with  wnow 
I  have  been  officially  associated  for  the  past 
twenty-five  years.  During  aU  that  period  I 
have  noted  h  s  activity  as  a  trade  un'onist 
in  the  movement  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor.  He  has  conducted  his  oiBce 
on  business  principles  and  has  made  it  pos- 
sible for  us  to  say  that  we  have  an  organisa- 
tion worthy  of  mention.  I  have  attended 
twenty  consecutive  conventions  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federafon  of  Labor  in  his  company.  The 
convention  last  year  saw  fit  to  elect  him 
to  the  Executive  Council,  and  I  now  take 
pleasure  in  nominating  for  reelection  as 
Seventh  Vice  President,  Jacob  Fischer,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Journeyman  Barbers*  inwsr- 
national    Union. 

No  further  names  were  presented  and  tne 
Chairman    declared    nominations    closed.      The 


Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  the  un»- 
mous  vote  of  the  convention  for  Jacob 
Fischer-  for  Seventh  Vice-President.  The 
Secretary  complied  with  the  instruction  oi  we 
convention  and  Vice-President  Fischer  was 
declared  unanimously  reelected  for  the  em- 
suing  term. 

Delegate  Baine,  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers: 
To  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  resl«natn>n 
of  John  R.  Alpine,  I  desire  to  nominate  a 
man  who  long  ago  decided  to  make  the  in- 
terests of  the  workers  his  life  work.  He  Is 
a  man  of  great  knowledge,  studiously  aconnr- 
ed.  a  man  of  energy  and  conviction.  Me 
has  constantly  manifested  h's  willingness  to 
give  his  experience  and  knowledge  nnreserved- 
ly  for  the  benefit  of  our  convention  and  fOr 
the  benefit  of  our  members  in  the  period 
between  conventions.  He  will  be  in  every 
way  an  asset  to  the  Executive  CouncU.  I 
take  pleasure  in  presenting  the  name  oi 
Matthew  WoU.  President  of  the  Photo  sn- 
gravers'   Union. 

The  nomination  was  seconded  by  Dtiegace 
Brady,   Photo   Engravers. 

No  further  names  were  presented  and  tne 
Chairman  declared  nominations  dosed.  The 
Secretary  was  instructed  to  cast  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  convention  for  Matthew 
Won.  The  instruction  of  the  convention  was 
complied  with  and  Matthew  Woll  was  declared 
unanimously   elected    Eighth    Vice-President. 

Daniel  J.  Tobn,  International  Brotherhood 
of  Teamsters,  was  placed  in  nomination  for 
Treasurer  by  Delegate  Gillespie. 

No  farther  names  being  presented,  nomi- 
nations were  declared  closed  and  the  Secre- 
tary was  instructed  to  cast  the  unan*mons 
vote  of  the  convention  for  Daniel  J.  Tobin. 
The  SecreUry  complied  with  the  instruction 
and  Treasurer  Tobin  was  declared  unani- 
mously  elected  for  th«  ensuing  term. 

Delegate  Brady,  Photo  Engravers:  I  de- 
sire to  place  in  nomination  the  present  m- 
cumbent.  Mr.  Frank  Morrison,  for  Secretary. 
The  nomination  was  seconded  by  Delegate 
McCoUough.  Typographical  Union. 

Upon  motion  of  Delegate  Ryan.  Railway 
Carmen,  the  Pree'dent  was  instructed  to  cast 
the  unanimous  vote  -  of  the  convention  for 
Frank  Morrison  for  Secretary.  President 
Gompers  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
convention  for  Secretary  Morrison,  who  was 
declared  unanimously  reelected  for  the  en- 
suing   term. 

William  L.  Hutcheson,  President  of  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters,  was  placed 
in  nomination  by  Delegate  McCarthy  for  fra- 
ternal delegate  to  the  British  Trades  Union 
Congress.  No  further  names  being  presented 
the  Secretary  cast  the  unanimous  vote  of 
type  convection  for  Delegate  Hutcheson,  who 
was  declared  duly  elected. 

Delegate  John  J.  Hynes.  Pres'dent  Amalga- 
mated Sheet  Metal  Workers,  was  placed  m 
nomination  for  second  delegate  to  the  British 
Trades    Union    Congress    by   Delegate    Donltn. 
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The  nonUnation  was  ■•eondad  t>y 
Deietatc  Leonard*  Plumbers.  No  fortber 
■amf  beins  presented,  the  Seeretarj  cast 
the  wnanimons  vote  of  the  convention  fbr 
DeleiTAte    Hynes,    who    was    declared    duly 


Sam  Orisss,  President  of  the  Stone  Cutters, 
was  placed  in  nomination  for  delegate  to  the 
-Canadian  Trades  and  Labor  Congress  hy  Der- 
ogate Shay,  Theatrical  Stage  Employees.  No 
further  names  being  presented,  the  Secretary 
cast  the  nnanimons  vote  of  the  convention 
for  Delegate  Griggs,  who  was  declared  duly 
fleeted. 

Treasurer   Tobin   in  the  Chair. 

The  Chairman  annoonced  that  the  eonven- 
tion  had  provided  for  two  delegates  to  tne 
International  Trades  Union  Congress,  Presi- 
dent Gompers  to  be  one  of  the  delegates,  cne 
other  to   be  selected   by   the  convention. 

Delegate  Perkins.  Cigarmakers,  was  placed 
in  nomination  for  the  second  delegate,  bat 
•declined   to   accept. 

Vice-President  Duncan  was  placed  in  nom- 
ination by  Delegate  Lennon,  but  declined  to 
-accept. 

Delegate  Mitchell,  Mine  Workers,  wmb 
placed  in  nomination  by  Delegate  McNuIty, 
but  declined  to  accept. 

President    Gompers    in    the    chair. 

Treasurer  Tobin:  In  view  of  the  fact  that 
we  need  some  man  who  has  some  knowledge 
of  the  world  labor  movement,  and  as  it  seems 
the  important  men  we  would  like  to  have 
accompany  President  Gompers  find  it  mipop- 
sihle  to  accept  the  nomination,  I  thereA>re 
move  you  that  the  selection  of  the  second 
delegate  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive 
Council.    (Seconded   and   carried.) 

At  12.80  P.  M.  the  rules  were  suspenaed 
and  the  convention  decided  to  remain  m  ses- 
sion to  complete  the  elections. 

Delegate  Hutcheson,  after  a  brief  discus- 
sion on  the  inconveniences  encountered  m 
some  of  the  cities  where  conventions  have 
been  hekl.  moved  that  the  selection  of  a  con- 
vention city  be  left  to  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil.   (Seconded.) 

Delegate  Bolander  raised  the  point  of  or<xer 


that  the  eonstitution  provided  for  the  selee- 
tion   of   a    city  by  the   convention. 

President  Gompers:  The  convention  ean 
delegate  its  power  to  the  Executive  Counett 
if  it  so  decided;  the  motion  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Ddegate 
Hutcheson,  Carpenters;  Delegate  Grow,  Ma- 
chinists; Treasurer  Tobin,  and  Delegate  Pur- 
useth.  Seamen. 

Delegate  Cannon:  I  move  as  an  amendment 
that  the  convention  select  a  city,  and  in  case 
the  Executive  Council  finds  it  is  not  advis- 
able to  hold  in  that  city  the  Council  shall  have 
power  to  change  to  some  other  c:ty. 

Delegate  Farrington,  Mine  Workers:  I  rfse 
to  a  point  of  order  on  the  amendment  pro* 
posed  by  Delegate  Cannon.  Delegate  Rutcne- 
son  moves  that  the  power  of  selecting  the 
place  to  hold  our  next  convention  be  left  m 
the  hands  of  the  Executive  Council;  Delegace 
Cannon  moves  that  the  convention  stiect  the 
next  city,  thereby  nullifying  completely  the 
motion  offered  by  Delegate  Hutcheson.  I 
hold  that  Delegate  Cannon's  mot'on  is  not 
an  amendment  to  Delegate  Hutcheson-s  mo- 
tion. 

President  Gompers:  The  point  of  order  ts 
weU  taken. 

Delegate  Wessel,  Denver,  opposes  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  motion  proposed  by  Delegate  Hutcfie- 
8on  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  180  in  the  affir- 
mative to   116  in  the  negative. 

Vice-President  Duncan:  The  rules  pro- 
vide that  the  session  on  Saturday  close  a« 
12.80  and  unless  the  rules  are  suspended 
there  is  no  constitutional  authority  for  a 
meeting  in  the  afternoon. 

After  a  brief  discussion  as  to  the  amount 
of  business  still  to  be  transacted  and  tne  m- 
convenience  of  holding  a  night  session.  Vice 
President  Duncan  moved:  "That  tne  ruies 
be  suspended  to  allow  us  to  meet  this  after- 
noon at  the  regular  time  and  adjourn  at  6.30, 
and  that  we  hold  a  session  Monday  to  tran- 
sact our  business  in  a  proper  manner." 
(Motion  seconded  and  carried.) 

At  1  o'clock  the  convention  was  adjourned 
to  2.80   P.   M. 


ELEVENTH  DAY— Saturday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2.80 
P.  M.,  Saturday,  June  2l8t,  President  Gom- 
pers in  the  chair. 

Absentees — Russell,  Ooaff,  McDonald, 
Gooney,  Iglesias,  Murphy,  J.  F.,  Gann, 
]lahoney,  O'Leary,  Davis.  McFadden*  Har- 
lin,  Bryan.  O'Donnell.  S..  Dill.  Carrick,  Can- 
field.  Deutelbaam,  Griffith,  Murphy,  Carroll, 
Woodman,  Wagner.  Canfield.  Galloway,  Tay- 
knr,    C.    O. ;    Moran,    Priestly,    Argo,    (^reyson. 


Noble,  Richter,  Evans,  M.  G„  Gildas,  New- 
myer,  Rainee,  Goury,  Hoffman,  Frampton, 
Francq,  Ogl'dtree,  Thomas,  L.  N.,  Ryan,  J. 
F.,  Young,  C.  B. ;  Bradley.  Broderick,  Bouet, 
Curran,  Rynerson,  Ashmun,  Wilkinson,  J., 
Simpson,  Dawson,  Reardon,  Turner,  Cooper, 
J.  H.,  Fincke.  McGill.  Crawford,  Ringer, 
Grass.  Clark,  E.  E..  Grce,  McNiece.  Baa- 
gett.  Goldsmith,  Bledlow,  Colv'n.  Setzer. 
Bauman,  White,  Carter,  Birch,  Berger,  Bl- 
licott,  Herbert,  Coogan.  Eklund,  Campbell, 
Jackson,    S.   A. 
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REPORT  OP  PROOBEDING8 


BBPOBT  OF  OOMMITTBB  OV  BDVOA- 
TIOV. 

Delegate  StiUmftn,  ^acretary  of  the  Com- 
Bittca,  reported  m  follows: 

The  matters  considered  by  the  Ezeeuttre 
CSoaneil  which  are  found  in  its  report  under 
the  appropriate  sub-heads,  and  which  wer« 
referred  to  this  committee,  are  herein  report- 
ed by  caption  with  recommendation  of  t&e 
eommittee  following   in  each  case. 

Committee  on  Labor. 

The  work  of  the  Committee  on  Labor  unoei 
the  leadership  of  Samuel  Gompers  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Advisory  Commission,  Council  of 
National  Defense,  and  as  Chairman  of  the 
Comm  ttee  on  Labor,  Advisory  Commission, 
Council  of  National  Defense,  and  during  tne 
absence  of  the  Chairman  in  Europe,  uncrer 
the  direction  of  his  assisUnt,  Bistthew  Woll, 
merits  a  renewal  by  this  Convention  or  tne 
hearty  commendation  and  endorsement*  of 
St.  Paul  Convention.  The  Invest  gations  and 
publications  of  the  National  Committees  on 
Welfare  Work  and  on  Women  in  Industry, 
and  of  the  Sections  on  Industrial  Training  for 
tibe  War  Emergency  and  on  Recreation,  nave 
proved  their  value.  One  of  the  most  impor- 
tant achievements  of  the  Comm  ttee  on  Labor 
has  t>een  the  maintenance  of  labor  standards 
under   war  conditions. 

With  the  signing  of  the  armistice,  the 
Conmiittee  on  Labor  directed  its  efforts  to 
the  protect-on  of  the  workers  dur'ng  tne  per- 
iod of  readjustment,  and  we  would  particu- 
larly call  the  attention  of  the  Convention  lo 
the  recommendations  for  the  Establishment 
of  Employment  Committees  for  the  benefit  of 
returning  soldiers  and  sailors,  found  on  pag«8 
64-66.  under  present  circumstances  it  is 
urgently  necessary  that  we  guard  against  un- 
fair treatment  by  private  employment  agen- 
oies.  but  your  committee  believes  that  tne 
ultimate  solution  of  the  private  employment 
agency  probem  must  be  the  subetitut'on  for 
such  agencies  of  a  public  emplosnnent  sys- 
tem with  properly  co-ordinated  Federal,  state 
and  local  agencies,  and  recommends  that,  tbe 
Convention    adopt   that    princ  pie 

Your  committee  also  asks  the  concurrence 
of  the  Convent'.on  in  the  recommendation 
that  the  Committee  on  Labor,  during  the  per- 
iod of  reconstruction,  be  granted  an  oppor- 
tunilyy  to  continue  its  effective  work  for  tne 
oo-ordinat'on  of  resources  and  industries  and 
for  national  security  and  welfare. 

The  report  and  recommendation  of  tne 
eommittee    were    adopted    unanimously. 

National  Oonserratory  of  Mnsie. 

The  section^  of  the  Executive  Council's  re- 
port under  the  above  caption  sets  forth  tne 
failure  of  the  legislation  establ'shing  a  nac- 
ional  conservatory  of  music  in  the  last  Con- 
gress. The  Committee  commends  the  Execu- 
tive Council  for  its  action,  and  recommends 
that  the  Execut've  Council  renew  its  effort 
tn   the  present   Congress. 

The  report  and  recommendat'on  of  the  com- 
mittee   were    adopted    unanimously. 
InTestlgation      of      Educational      System — 
Ladles'  Garment  Workers'  Union. 

The  committee  coinmends  to  the  reading  of 
the  delegates  the  section  of  the  Executive 
Council's  report  under  the  above  caption  on 
Pages  106-114.  including  the  report  of  the 
Comm 'ttee  on  Schools  under  Union  auspices. 
The    experiences    of    New    York    City.    Phila- 


delphia, Boston.  Chicago  and  Los  Ansslea  wll 
prove  of  value  to  all  central  bodies.  The 
excellent  work  of  the  American  Academy  of 
Christian  Democracy  in  Cincinnati  has  bean 
called  to  the  attention  of  the  Comm'ttee.  The 
Central  Labor  Council  of  Cincinnati  has  grwa 
its  hearty  endorsement  to  that  school. 

This  committee  desires  particularly  to  eaH 
the  attention  of  the  Convention  to  the  general 
conclusions  summarised  In  the  last  paragraph 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sebook 
under   Union  auspices: 

'*Your  Committee  reconunends  that  central 
labor  bodies,  through  securing  representation 
on  boards  of  education,  and  through  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  popular  demand  for  increasei 
facilities  for  adult  educat  on,  make  every  e»> 
fort  to  obtain  from  the  public  schools  liberally 
conducted  classes  in  English,  public  speaking, 
parliamentary  law,  economics,  industrial  leg- 
islat  on,  history  of  industry,  and  of  the  traoe 
union  movement,  and  any  other  subjects  tlwt 
may  be  requested  by  a  sufficient  number,  such 
classes  to  be  offered  at  times  and  places 
which  would  make  them  available  to  wuni- 
ers.  If  the  public  school  system  does  net 
show,  willingness  to  cooperate  in  offering  ap- 
propriate courses  and  type  of  instruction,  the 
central  labor  body  should  organize  •mem 
classes  w'th  as  much  co-operation  from  the 
public  schools  as  may  be  obtained.  Interests 
local  unions  should  take  the  intitiative  wnen 
necessary." 

Your  Committee  concurs  in  the  request  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  be  instructed  to  transmit  the  anove 
recommendation  to  all  affiliated  central  labor 
bodes. 

In  connection  with  this  general  subjast 
matter,  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  in  secur- 
ing appropriate  classes  for  the  worReni  m 
the  dearth  of  unbiased  and  suitable  text 
books.  Your  committee  reconunends  that  the 
Executive  Council  be  instructed  to  appoiH 
a  committee  to  investigate  the  matter  ot 
selecting,  or  of  preparing  and  publishing  text 
books  appropriate  for  classes  of  workers. 

In  some  sections  of  the  country  the  mat- 
ter of  reaching  non-English  speaking  yeuyM 
is  prov'ng  exceedingly  difficult,  especially  ni 
view  of  prohibitions  on  the  use  of  foreign  lan- 
guages. The  eommittee  believes  that  in  an 
sections  of  the  country,  in  conjunction  wren 
the  utmost  efforts  to  familiar  ze  all  citixens 
with  the  English  language,  permission  snonM 
be  granted  for  lectures  and  discussions  m 
foreign  languages  in  public  schools,  especially 
Jn  connection  w'th  classes  in  English.  Goo« 
public  policy  demands  that  non-Bnglisk 
speaking  people  must  be  given  an  opportun-ty 
to  learn  of  the  spirit  of  American  instaa- 
tions  before  they  have  mastered  our  language. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  aoopt 
the  report  and  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee. The  motion  was  adopted  unam- 
mously. 

Child  Labor  Legislation. 
The  committee  commends  the  prompt  and 
effective  action  of  the  Executive  Counefl  in- 
troducing a  second  child  labor  law  in  Oan- 
gress  to  remedy  the  intolerable  situation  fol- 
lowing the  Supreme  Court  decision  declaring 
the  first  law  unconstitut*onaI.  This  second 
law  is  now  in  operation  pending  review  by 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  decision  of  Judge 
Boyd  of  North  Carolina.  All  in  our  country 
who  place  the  righto  of  children  and  the  m- 
ture  welfare  of  the  nation  above  the  sordiM 
proffto  of  the  exploiters  and  destroyers  vf 
childhood,    share    the    hope   of   the    Bxeaitttve 
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Oonneil  that  the  Supreme  Court  will  reverie 
this  second  attempt  by  Judge  Boyd  to  nullify 
the  expressed  will  of  the  nation. 

Your  committee  deprecates,  however,  the 
provision  in  the  present  law  transrerrtnK  ns 
enforcement  from  the  Department  of  Lahor 
to  the  Treasury  Department,  and  reeommenos 
that  the  Executive  Council  be  authorised  to 
take  steps  to  secure  such  enforcement  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department  of  Labor, 
where  it  logically  belongs. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committer. 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists:  It  appears  to 
me  that  at  this  time  we  have  very  lltUe 
if  anything,  to  expect  from  the  Supreme 
Court.  I  would  like  to  ask  for  the  judgment 
of  the  chairman  of  that  committee.  Do  you 
expect  the  Supreme  Court  to  give  very  ser- 
ious consideration  to  that  measure,  or  to  any 
other  labor  measure? 

Secretary  Stillman:  The  comment  of  the 
Committee  on  Education  in  the  St.  Paul 
convention  was  sufficiently  drastic  and  point- 
ed, I  believe  all  the  delegates  who  were 
in  that  convention  will  agree,  on  the  sustain- 
ing by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Federal 
Court  in  North  Carolina;  but  th's  conven- 
tion is  meeting  prior  to  the  rendering  of  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  and  we  do  not  be- 
lieve in  condemning  a  body  of  men  prior 
to  the  rendering  of  the  dec'sion. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  carried  unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  24 — By  Delegate  Besnnour 
Hastings,  of  the  Motion  Picture  Players' 
Union,   No.    16377:  ' 

WHEREAS,  The  Motion  Picture  Producers 
Associat  on  does  not  recognize  the  Motion 
Picture   P  ayers'   Union ;   and 

WHERELAS.  The  Association's  secretary  u 
the  Secretary  of  the  Motion  Picture  Produc- 
eis'  Service  Bureau,  which  charges  a  com- 
mission fee  of  seven  per  cent  (7%)  per  diem 
to  all  p'ayers  who  work  through  the  said 
Service    Bureau ;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  majority  of  the  players 
are  pract'cally  compelled  to  work  tbrougn 
the   said    Service    Bureau:   and 

WHEREAS,  There  are  hundreds  of  players 
whose  earnings  average  only  fifteen  dollars 
per  week  and  the  purchasing  price  of  tne 
d(^lar  in  California  has  fallen  to  sixty-two 
cents :    and 

WHEREAS,  Private  employment  agencies 
are  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  organized 
labor;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  *  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  that  it  is  in  favor  of  strong  persua- 
sive measures  being  adopted  to  induce  all 
motion  p'cture  producers  and  their  man- 
agers to  recognize  the  Motion  Picture  Play- 
ers' Union,  which  charges  no  commission, 
and  to  employ  its  members  through  Its 
union. 

The  Committee  recommend  that  the  subject 
matter  of  Resolut'on  No.  24  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Council  for  investigation  ano 
consultation   with   representatives  of  the  Mo- 


tion Picture  Players*  Union  No.  16377.  ai)d  o» 
the   White   RaU   Actors   Union. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  aoopt 
the    recommendation    of    the    committee. 

Delegate  Hastings,  Motion  Picture  Players, 
discussed  the  question  briefly  and  expiamed 
the  matter  more  fidly  than  It  is  explameo  m 
the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  Committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  89— By  Delegate  nranX 
Morrison,  of  the  International  Typographieal 
Union: 

WHEREAS.  The  material  death  rate  oi 
the  United  States  is  14th  in  the  list  oz  prin- 
cipal   civilised    countries;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  infant  death  rate  of  the 
United  States  is  11th  in  the  list  of  prinelpal 
civilized  countries;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  protection  of  the  welfare 
of  mothers  and  young  children  of  this  nat»>n 
is  a  fundamental  public  duty  of  profonna  m- 
terest  to  labor;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  urges  Congressional  action  direct- 
ing Federal  co-operation  with  States  in  pro- 
viding funds  and  In  organizing  and  earrymg 
forward  the  welfare,  medical,  nursing  ano 
instructional  services  necessary  to  secure  rea^ 
sonable  care  for  every  mother  and  young 
chUd. 

The  committee  heartily  concurs  in  Resoiu-> 
tion  No.  89,  and  in  addition  desires  to  com- 
mend the  work  of  the  Children's  Bureau  nn> 
der  the  leadership  of  Miss   Julia   Lathrop. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was. 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  148— By  Delegate  M.  Gold- 
smith of  the  Federal  Labor  Union  No.  16898  ^ 

WHEREAS,  The  organised  workers  nave- 
been  and  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to^ 
assist  the  government  in  the  Americanization 
of  our  people  and  especially  the  foreigners; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Trade  Unions  as  such  are 
doing  good  work  :n  acquainting  their  mem- 
bers with  the  institutions  of  our  government 
and  insisting  upon  an  amalgamation  of  aU 
nationalities  by  advocating  a  common  lan- 
guage among  all  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;    therefore,    be   It 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  instruct 
the  Executive  Council  to  endeavor  to  nave 
Congress  pass  a  bill  compelling  all  societies, 
fraternal,  insurance  and  others — secret  or 
otherwise,  to  conduct  their  business  in  the 
English  language. 

TIm  Committee  recommends  that  organized 
abor  continue  to  do  its  utmost  to  secure 
the  universal  use  of  the  English  language, 
but  since  the  drastic  action  asked  by  the 
resolution  is  not  only  of  doubtful  advisability 
but  would  be  clearly  unconstitutional,  Resoto- 
tlon  No.  148  is  non-concurred  in. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  186— By  Delegates  Mat- 
thew Woll,  Peter  J.  Brady,  International 
Photo  Engravers'  Union;  Marsden  G.  Scott, 
T.    W.    McCoUough,      William      Young,    John 
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W.  BMy,  International  TypograpMeal  Unkm; 
Georse  L.  Berry,  International  Printing 
PreMmen  and  Assistants '  Union;  Charles 
Snmncr,  International  Stereotypers  ana 
Eaectrotypers'  Union;  Walter  M.  Reddidc. 
International  Brotherhood  of  Bookbinders: 

WHEREAS,  The  United  States  Postal  Serv- 
iee  was  created  and  desismed  to  perform  a 
great  public  service  and  promote  the  public 
good  and  was  not  intended  as  a  money- 
making  institution  or  profit-making  venture; 
and 

WHEREAS.  Under  the  maladministration 
of  Postmaster  General  Burleson,  these 
orig'nal  and  helpful  purposes  of  our  postal 
service  have  been  perverted  by  a  mad  desire 
to  subordinate  public  service,  humane  treat- 
ment of  employes,  and  a  just,  fair  and  tn- 
discriminatory  charge  for  the  delivery  or 
second-class  mail  to  the  realization  of  a 
profit-showing    ledger    sheet;    and 

WHEREAS,  A  demoralized  condtion  ex- 
ists in  our  postal  service  under  which  effic- 
ient operation  and  high  degree  of  service 
to  the  public  are  well  nigh  imposs'ble;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  treatment  accorded  em- 
ployes of  the  service  is  archaic  and  despotic, 
unswervingly  imperialistic  and  Prussianistrc. 
and  in  <*omplete  opposition  to  the  ideals, 
hopes  and  aspirations  represented  by  Amer- 
ica; and 

WHEREAS,  The  posUl  zone  system  of 
rates  on  second-class  mail  '.a  unjust  and  un- 
American  and  's  but  a  contemptuous  over- 
throw of  the  sound  postal  principles  estet^- 
lished  by  President  Lincoln  that  the  postel 
-service  is  an  educational  and  social  funct!on 
•of  vast  benefit  to  our  entire  nation;  there- 
-fore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  of  the 
■American  Federation  of  Labor  again  ex- 
presses its  disapproval  of  the  zone-rate  meth- 
od of  charging  for  the  delivery  of  second- 
class  mail  and  it  petitions  Congress  to  annm 
th's  obnoxious  legislation  enacted  under  pre- 
tense of  a  war  revenue  measure  and  that  it 
request  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  en- 
tire postal  service  and  postal  rates,  and  that 
pending  such  investigation  that  all  former 
ra^eR  be  reestablished;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  this  convent'on  petition 
the  President  of  these  United  Stetes  in  tne 
interests  of  the  many  thousands  of  public 
employes  and  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
dependent  on  an  efficient  postel  service  lo 
select  as  a  new  postmaster  general  a  man 
sympathetic  to  the  original  intent  and  pur- 
poses of  this  great  service  and  one  who  :s 
in  harmony  with  the  newer  concepts  of  the 
rights  of  labor  and  the  rights  of  a  free 
people  so  eloquently  expressed  by  the  Presi- 
dent on  so  many  occasions. 

The  comm'ttee  concurs  in  Resolution  No. 
186  and  recommends  ito  adoption  by  the  con- 
vention. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  wan 
adopted. 

The  committee  eliminates  the  second  half 
of  the  second  preamble  and  all  of  the  thirO 
preamble,  because  of  doubtful  accuracy  of 
stetementa.  so  that  the  amended  resolution 
would  read: 

Resolution  No.   197— By  Delegate  Harold  C. 


Klngsley,  of  the  Newport,  R.  L,  Central  Labor 
Union : 

WHEREAS,  As  the  Constitution  of  t&e 
United  Stetes  was  intended  to  guarantee  fun 
poltical    rigbte   to   all    citizens;   and 

WHEREAS,  This  right  has  in  the  ease  of 
Government  employes  been  to  a  large  extent 
abrogated  by  executive  order;  therefore,  be  It 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  go  on  reoortt 
as  opposed  to  the  policy  of  denying  Govern- 
ment employes  the  privilege  of  participating 
in  political  activities;  and.   be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Execut've  Council  or 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  respect- 
fully represents  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Stetes  that  these  executive  orders  be  with- 
drawn. 

The  Committee  concurs  in  the  resolution 
as  amended  and  recommends  ito  adoption. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  209— By  Delegate  B.  C. 
Scott  of  the  Stenographers,  Typewriters, 
Bookkeepers  *  Assistents,  11778,  Washing- 
ton,  D.   C: 

WHEREAS,  The  residento  of  the  Ulstrlci 
of  Columbia  have  for  years  been  disenfran* 
chised  notwithstending  they  have  been  com- 
pelled to  bear  all  the  burdens  of  citizenship 
w  thout  the  enjoyment  of  the  full  righto  and 
privileges    incident    thereto;    and, 

WHEREAS,  The  said  residents  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  have  shown  their  lojralty  \» 
our  country  by  sending  the.r  manhood  to  tas 
front,  as  well  as  oversubscribing  on  every 
occasion  to  all  leans.  Red  Cross,  Y.  Id.  C.  A., 
Salvation  Army  and  other  patriotic  eeea- 
sions ;   and 

WHEREAS,  A  concerted  movement  is  now 
in  progress  in  the  District  of  Columnia  tor 
Its  residento  looking  towards  a  constitutional 
amendment  enfranchising  the  residento  or  tne 
District    of    Coltmnbia;    therefore,    be    It 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  go  on 
record,  as  has  been  done  by  previous  conven- 
tions, as  favoring  votes  for  voteless  Wasn- 
ington,  and  that  the  Secretory  be  Instructed 
to  send  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  tne 
President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  or 
the  House  of  Represeatetives ;  and,  be  ft 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  every  delegate  to  this 
Convention  is  requested  to  write  a  letter  to 
his  respective  representetive  in  both  brancnes 
of  Congress,  urging  the'.r  support  to  the  full- 
est extent  of  any  measure  or  bill  that  may  ne 
introduced  or  now  pending  in  Congress 
having  for  ito  purpose  the  enfranchisement 
of  the  residento  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Since  Resolution  No.  14  dealing  with  the 
same  subject  matter  has  already  been  adopted 
by  the  convention,  no  further  action  seems 
necessary. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred 
in. 

Resolution  No.  217 — By  Delegate  E.  S.  Har- 
ley,  of  Central  Labor  Council,   Oakland.  OaL: 

WHEREAS,   During   our   recent   war   many 
changes  in  the  postal   rules  relative  to 
papers    were   made;   and 
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WHEREAS,  Many  of  the  new  rnlingB  when 
placed  into  force  were  found  to  be  detri- 
mental to  many  of  onr  Labor  Papers ;  ana 

WHEREAS,  Owing  to  the  arbitrmrinew  of 
eerUin  poetmaaters  throughout  the  country, 
many  of  our  Ubor  papers  have  suffered  great 
flnaneial  loss:  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  CouncU 
be  directed  to  take  this  matter  nP  with  tnc 
Poat  Office  Department  to  the  end  that  suca 
rules  that  hamper  the  good  work  of  the  Labor 
Press  throughout  the  country  may  be  can- 
celled. 

The  Committe  concurs  in  the  resolution  and 
recommends  its  adoption. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Additional  Rocommendations. 

Tour  committee  bdieves  that  in  addition  to 
the  materia]  presented  in  connection  with  sec- 
tion of  the  Executive  Council's  report  ana 
resolutions,  it  is  under  obligation  to  recom- 
mend cerUin  additional  principles  whicA 
should  be  incorporated  in  organised  labor's 
educational  policy.  _, 

1.  With  regard  to  Vocational  Education, 
the  model  laws  recommended  by  the  Executive 
Council  to  the  St.  Paul  Convention,  and  tbe 
principles  adopted  by  that  convention,  includ- 
ing the  endorsement  of  the  unit,  as  opposea 
to  the  dual  system  of  administration,  should 
be  re-endorsed.  In  this  connection  eommen<Xa- 
tion  should  be  given  to  the  various  states 
which  have  enacted  continuation  school  laws, 
and  to  the  labor  movement  of  those  states 
for  the  part  they  played  in  securing  such  leg- 
islation. 

2.  Hearty  support  should  be  given  the  in- 
creasing demand  for  well  considered  methods 
ef  voeat'onal  guidance  in  our  schools. 

8.  Careful  consideration  should  be  given 
to  the  simplification  of  courses  of  study,  es- 
pecially in  the  lower  grades;  but  in  connec- 
tion with  any  movement  toward  simplification, 
the  committee  believes  that 

4.  The  upper  years  of  the  elemenUry 
school  should  be  reorganized  to  afford  diversi- 
fied training,  so  that  boys  and  girls  who  can 
not  go  on  to  higher  schools  will  receive 
training  specifically  designed  for  their  neeus, 
and  not  be  compelled  as  at  present  to  pre- 
pare for  a  roI<e  they  will  never  play.  These 
oiversified  courses  should  be  flexible  so  mat 
a  pupil  will  be  able  to  transfer  from  one  to 
another.  We  must  not  compel  the  child  to 
pay  the  penalty  throughout  life  for  a  m:s- 
taken  decision  made  in  childhood.  Organised 
labor  should  demand  and  help  to  secure  an 
expans'on  and  diversification  of  both  elemen- 
tary and  secondary  education  so  that  a  dem- 
ocratic equality  of  opportunity  for  prepara* 
tions  for  the  callings  of  their  choice  may  be 
offered  the  children  of  the  people. 

6.  In  all  courses  of  study,  and  particularly 
in  industrial  and  vocational  courses,  the  pnv* 
ileges  and  obl-gations  of  intelligent  citizenship 
must  be  taught  vigorously  and  effectively; 
and  at  least  in  all  vocational  and  industrial 
courses  an  unb'ased  industrial  history  must 
be  taught,  which  shall  include  accurate  ac- 
count of  the  organization  of  the  workers  and 
the  results  therof,  and  shall  also  include  a 
summary  of  all  legislation,  both  state  and 
federal,   affecting   the   industries   Uught. 

6.  The  basic  language  of  instruction  In  all 
schools,  both  pubic  and  private,  should  be 
the    English    language,    foreign    languages    to 


be  taught  only  as  subJeeU  In  the  curncunmu 

7.  T&  provision  of  adequate  facmues  iwr 
the  teaching  of  English  to  non-Engllsn  speax- 
ins  people. 

8.  The  establishment  of  complete  systems 
of  modem  physical  education  under  speciaUj 
trained   Instructors.      ^  ,        ,  ^   ^ 

9.  The  provision  of  ample  playground  la- 
eflities    as    a   part   of   the   pubUe    scHooi   syn* 

**10.  Continuous  medical  and  dental  inspec- 
tion throughout  the  schools.  ^««„ta«r* 
11.  Better  enforcement  of  compulsory 
educational  laws,  and  the  universal  estaotah^ 
ment  of  a  minimum  school-leaving  age  of  19 

^^IZ,'  The  extension  of  a  free  text-book  sys- 
tem to  the  District  of  Columbia  and  sucn 
states  and  communities   as   have  not  adopted 

18.  Wider  use  of  the  school  plant  secui^ 
Ing  increased  returns  to  the  community 
through  additional  civic,  social  and  ^«^»c»- 
tional    services    to    both    adulto    and    children. 

14.  Public  forms  should  be  esUbhsbed  ni 
every  school  where  there  is  sufficient  oemaim 
under  the  direction  of  the  superintendent  of 
schools,  working  in  co-operation  with  advisorj 
committees,  representing  the  various  ^ 
menu  in  the  community. 

15.  The  educational  interests  of  the  chU- 
dran  and  the  future  wdfare  of  the  8tat« 
demand  a  drastic  reduction  in  the  prevafling 
size  of  classes.  

16.  In  view  of  the  demonstration  by  war 
eonditiom  of  the  industrial  mwt  educational 
value  of  the  metric  system,  the  committee 
recommends  that  the  Executive  Council  cause 
an  investigation  to  be  made  of  the  advantages 
of  the  introduction  of  the  metric  system  tnu 
this  country  with  a  view  ^to  determine  wliat 
further  steps,  such  as  Congressional  actloiv 
may  be  advisable. 

17.  A  thorough  going  revision  upward  or 
the  salary  schedule  of  teachers  in  puUie- 
schools,  normal  schools  and  unlversltlea,  so- 
meet  the  increased  cost  of  living,  and  tlie- 
growing  appreciation  of  the  value  to  tba 
community  and  the  nation  of  the  teacners* 
services.  ,    ^ 

18.  The  liberal  ungrudging  reorganlsatlOB 
and  increase  of  school  revenues  as  the  only 
means  of  maintaining  and  developing  tbe 
efficiency  of  our  public  schools. 

19.  In  order  to  secure  a  more  democratic 
administration  of  our  schools,  to  develop  a 
spirit  of  co-operation,  and  to  gain  for  tbe 
community  the  benefit  of  the  experience  ana 
initiative  of  the  teaching  body,  boards  of 
education  and  superintendents  of  schools 
should  confer  with  committees  representing 
organizations  of  the  teachers'  choice  in  all 
cases  of  controversy  between  school  authori- 
ties and  teachers,  and  should  consider  and 
make  official  public  record  of  suggestions 
dealing  with  the  conduct  of  the  schools  sub- 
mitted by  the  teachers  through  such  eom- 
mittces. 

20.  Teachers  should  have  tenure  of  posi- 
tion during  efficiency.  There  should  be  no 
dismissals  without  full  public  hear'ngs  be- 
fore a  commission  on  which  the  teachers  are 
fairly    represented. 

21.  In  a  democracy  the  primary  require- 
ment is  a  citizenship  educated  to  stra'ght- 
forward,  logical  thinking,  based  on  facts  es- 
tablished by  careful  sifted  evidence.  The 
schools  cannot  develop  this  essentia!  mental 
fibre  if  the  pupils  are  carefully  shielded  from 
knowledge  of  the  topics  that  men  and  worn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


482 


R£POBT  OF  PROOSBDING8 


«ii  think  about.   Secondary  only  to  a  eltisen'i 

Sbility  to  do  his  own  thinking,  is  h't  abutty 
0  make  hit  inflnence  felt  in  his  groap  an<x 
•Dmmunity  by  effectively  presenting  his  v:ews 
to  his  fellows,  and  meeting  opposition  in  a 
spirit  of  tolerance.  This  power  of  effective 
ielf-expression  and  the  hab'ts  of  tolerance, 
und  of  intellectual  fairness  toward  opponents, 
Oftn  not  be  formed  without  the  discussion  or 
topics  that  give  opportunity  for  their  exer- 
ciM€.  Therefore,  in  order  to  enable  tne 
schools  to  perform  one  of  their  chief  func- 
tions,  preparation  for  active  citicenship.  the 
pupils  should  be  encouraged  to  discuss  unaer 
tntelligent  supervision  current  events  and  the 
problems  of  citizenship. 

22.  It  is  unquestionable  that  teachers  have 
BO  right  to  impose  their  personal  views  on 
pupils.  But  it  is  necessary  in  some  quar- 
ters to  emphasize  that  neither  do  school 
author'ties  have  that  right.  And  it  is  fur- 
ther necessary  to  ask  this  convention  to 
endorse  with  all  its  power  the  principle  that 
men  and  women  in  becoming  teachers  do  not 
thereby  surrender  their  rights  as  American 
citizens,  and  that  inqu'sitions  by  school 
authorities  into  the  personal  religious,  politi- 
cal and  economic  views  of  teachers  is  intol- 
erable '.n  a  free  country,  strikes  at  the  very 
basis  of  our  public  school  system,  and  can 
result  only  in  the  development  of  mental  and 
moral  servility,  and  the  stultification  of  teacn- 
ers  and  pupils  alike. 

23.  The  right  of  teachers  to  affiliate  with 
organized  labor  is  beyond  quest  on.  And  tn 
thnt  connection,  the  right  of  teachers  to 
>K>ld  meetings  in  school  buildings  outs  de  of 
-school  hours,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
•erganization.  or  of  conducting  the  bus'ness 
-of  their  organization,  should  not  be  ques- 
tioned. Boards  of  Education  have  no  pro- 
*prietory  right  in  the  schools,  but  are  simpry 
trustees  for  the  public,  of  which  the  teachers 
:are  a  part. 

24.  The  Comm'ttee  recommends  that  this 
•convention  urge  all  state  and  local  central 
bodies  to  make  a  Committee  on  Education  one 
of  their  standing  committees,  where  it  has 
Mot  yet  been  done,  and  to  make  vtxorous  ef- 
fort to  secure  adequate  representation  of  or- 
ganized labor  on  all  boards  of  educatlow. 

26.  The  achievements  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Teachers,  in  co-operation  with 
the  labor  movenr>ent,  during  the  past  year, 
lead  the  committee  to  repeat  with  greater 
emphas's  the  declaration  of  the  St.  Paul 
convention  that  the  most  effective  gurantee 
of  democracy  and  of  progress  in  our  schools 
Is  the  affixation  of  the  teachers  of  the  coun- 
try with  the  great  democrat'c  force  of  organ- 
ized labor,  and  again  to  urge  the  recommen- 
dation that  the  Executive  Counc'l  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and  all  state 
and  local  central  bodies  give  every  suppon 
to  the  American  Federation  of  Teachers  tn 
the   work   of   organ'zing   the   teachers. 

Delegate  Strickland  objected  to  the  fourth 
section  of  the  recommendation,  as  It  implied 
that  there  are  those  among  the  laboring  peo- 
ple whose  children  will  not  be  able  to  get  the 
•ame  education  as  aU  other  children. 

Delegate  Lennon,  Bloomington,  and  Dele- 
gate Friedman,  Lad'es'  Garment  Workers , 
commended  the  Committee  for  their  splendid 
reioort. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendations 
of  the  Committee  was  carried. 


Secretary  Stillmman:  This  completes  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee,  which  is  respeettully 
submitted    and    signed. 

JOSEPH   VALENTINE,   Chairman. 

CHARLES     C.     SHAY 

THOMAS  J.  CURTIS. 

MARGARET     C.     DALET, 

JOHN    P.    WHITE, 

J.    C.    ORR. 

JOHN  J.   SULLIVAN, 

M.    G.    SCOTT, 

CHARLES    A.    SUMNER, 

LUTHER    C.    STEWARD. 

J.    W.    NELSON, 

JOHN   D.   O'BRIEN. 

IRA    N.    ORNBURN, 

HENRY    HILFERS. 

CHARLES    B.    STILLMAN, 

Secretary. 
Secretary  StiUman:  I  move  the  adoptioa  of 
the   report  of  the  Conunittee     as     a     whole. 
(Motion  seconded  and   carried.) 

REPORT  OF  OOIQCITTEE  ON  JJiW 

Secretary  Flaherty,  for  the  Committee, 
submitted  the  following  report: 

The  Committe  amended  Resolution  No.  He 
by  substituting  the  following  "Resolve"  far 
one  contained   in   the  resolution: 

"RESOLVED,  That  Section  1,  of  Article 
IV  of  the  const'tution  of  the  American  red- 
eration  of  Labor  be  amended  by  add'ng  tne 
words  'National  Departments'  after  tne 
words  'State  Federations.'  so  that  each  Natioa- 
al  Department  will  be  entitJed  to  one  delegate 
with  one  vote." 

The  resolituon  aa  amended  reads  as  k«i- 
lows: 

Resolution  No.  96 — By  Delegates  W.  W. 
Britten,  George  Leary.  H.  C.  DIehl,  Metal 
Polishers'  Intemat'onal  Union ;  James  Wil- 
son, James  L.  Gernon,  J.  J.  Forrest,  Pattern 
Makers"  League:  Charles  J.  MacGowan.  In- 
ternational Brotherhood  of  Boilermakers*; 
John  J.  Hynes,  Sheet  Metal  Workers: 

WHEREAS,  The  constitution  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  provides  for  the 
representation  of  all  divisions  of  labor  char- 
tered under  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  with  the  exccp- 
t'on  of  its  departments;  and 

WHEREAS,  No  division  of  organized  labor 
chartered  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  (s  more  raa- 
portant  to  its  well  being  than  the  organised 
chartered    departments ;    and 

WHEREAS,  State  organizations.  Central 
Bodies,  and  other  div'sions  of  the  movement, 
are  in  a  position  because  of  having  a  repre- 
sentative attend  all  conventions  to  properly 
present  and  bring  to  the  attention  of  the  con- 
vent'ons  such  resolutions,  motions  and  in- 
structions as  are  adopted  at  the  proper  meet- 
ings or  conventions  of  the  above  organisa- 
tions, the  departments,  however,  under  the 
constitution  are  denied  this  privilege;  there- 
fore,   be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  Section  1.  of  Article  IV 
of  the  const'tution  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  be  amended  by  adding  tne 
words  "National  Departments"  after  the 
words  "State  Federation."  so  that  each  .Na- 
tional Department  will  be  entitled  to  one  del- 
egate with  one  vote. 
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The  section  as  amended  wond  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Section  1.  The  basis  of  representation  in 
tbe  Convention  shall  be:  Prom  Nat  onal  and 
International  Unions,  for  less  than  ^nr 
thousand  members,  one  delegate ;  four  thon- 
ISSdTr  more,  two  delegates;  eight  thousand 
or  more,  three  delegates;  sixteen  thousand  or 
more,  tonr  delegates;  thirty-two  thpusand  or 
more,  five  delegates,  and  so  on.  From  Cen- 
tral Bodies.  SUte  Federations.  National  De- 
partments. Federal  Labor  Unions.  »«$  Lj«^ 
Unions  harng  no  Nation^  or  International 
Union,  one  delegate  ;^provided.  however,  tjat 
Local  Unions  and  Federal  La»»^  .  U«J°^ 
herein  referred  to.  located  in  one  city,  shall 
have  the  right  to  unite  in  sending  «  del«»JJ« 
to  represent  them  unitedly.  Only  bona  flfle 
wage-workers  who  are  not  mMobers  of.  or 
dilTble  to  membership  in  other  Trade  Unions, 
shall  be  eligible  as  delegates  from  Federal 
Labor  Unions. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of   this    resolution    as    amended. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  bo  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Duncan.  James  A.,  believed  that  if 
the  Departments  were  to  be  represented  tn 
the  conventions  they  shoud  pay  per  cap'.ia 
tax,  the  same  as  the  Central  Bodies  ana 
Stato  Federations. 

Chairman  Tobin.  for  the  committee,  ex- 
plained that  they  regarded  the  Departments 
as  a  very  imporUnt  part  of  the  Federation 
and  did  not  believe  it  necessary  to  impose 
a  special  tax  on  them  by  virtue  of  tneir 
having  representation   in  the  convention. 

Delegate  Lennon,  Bloomington  Central 
Labor  Union,  asked  if  any  of  the  Departments 
had  asked  for  represenUtion  as  provided  for 
and  the  chirtnnan  sUted  that  the  resolution 
was  signed  by  representatives  of  imponan* 
organizations  in  one  Department,  and  that 
President  O'ConneU  of  the  Metal  Trades  De- 
partment had  appeared  before  the  commitMw 
in  support  of  the  resolution. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Resolutions  Nos.  41  and  62  were  reported 
upon  jointly  by  the  committee.  The  resofu- 
tions   are  as   follows: 

Resolut'on  No.  41— By  Delegate  Wm.  i«. 
Gildas,  of  the  Limo,  O..  Trades  and  Lahor 
Council : 

An  araeniment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Americarj  Federation  of  Labor:  To  amena 
Article  6  section  1.  by  striking  out  all  or 
Section  1,  after  the  words  **to  be  elected  by" 
and  substituting  the  foUow'ng— a  secret  tmit- 
lot  of  the  members  in  good  standing  of  all 
unions  affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and 
these  officers  shall  be  the  Executive  Council. 
The  nominations  for  the  above-named  officers 
shall  be  made  by  the  delegates  to  the  annuar 
convention;  and  a  printed  baUot  of  tne 
names  shall  be  prepared  and  sent  to  all 
affiliated  un'ons  in  good  standing,  to  be  votea 
upon  and  all  ballots,  those  marked  and  aU 
not  used,  shall  be  returned  w'th  the  tally 
sheet  as  report  of  said  election,  giving  tHe 
number  of  ^otes  cast  for  each  candidate;  and 
the  candidate  having  the   largest  number   or 


votes  shaD  be  elected;  and  a  fuU  detafled  i^ 
port  of  said  election  shall  be  pubished  in  the 
next  issue  of  the  official  publication. 

RcM>hition  No.  62— By  Delegate  William 
I.  Gildas,  of  the  Lima,  O.,  Tradss  ana 
Labor    Council : 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  w  amend 
Article  6  by  adding  the  foUowing.  to  we 
known  as  Section  7: 

When  ten  (10  unions  in  good  standing 
affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  and  that  they 
represent  at  least  five  (6)  different  sUtes. 
and  that  they  demand  the  recall  of  one  or 
more  of  the  officers;  it  wUl  be  the  duty  oi 
the  officers  to  prepare  ballots  for  said  recatx. 
and  mail  the  same  to  all  affiliated  unions. 
and  if  said  recall  carries  by  at  least  two- 
thirds  majority  of  the  members  voting,  ti 
will  be  the  further  duty  of  the  officers  xo 
provide  for  the  election  of  a  successor  no 
the  defeated  official;  one  candidate  shan  ne 
nominated  by  the  officers  and  two  others.  ta« 
first  and  second  choice  of  the  ten  (ivy 
unions  originating  that  recall;  the  election 
shall  be  conducted  as  proposed  in  amend- 
ment  to   Article   6.    Section   1. 

Your  Committee  on  Laws  has  had  two  reso- 
lutions referred  to  it  relative  to  the  direct 
election  of  officers  of  the  American  Federa- 
t'on  of  Labor  and  the  recall  of  said  officers, 
and  your  committee  acted  on  them  collectively. 
In  view  of  the  fact  that  this  entire  suoject 
matter  was  dealt  w'th  at  the  convention  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  held  fn 
Rochester,  N.  Y..  in  1912.  and  that  a  thorough 
investigation  was  made  at  that  time  hy  tne 
Executive  Council  and  same  •  submitted  to 
the  convention,  and  that  it  was  decided  at 
that  convent'on  that  the  election  of  officers 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  by  ref- 
erendum was  impracticable,  and  the  report 
of  the  Council  was  sustained  by  that  con- 
vention, your  committee  re-afflrms  the  report 
submitted  to  the  Rochester  convention  ana 
therefore  non-concurs  in  the  resolution. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Resolutions  Nos.  20  and  147  were  reported 
upon  together.  The  resolutions  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolution  No.  20— By  Delegates  William 
Quesee,  of  Chicago  Flat  Janitors  Union, 
Local  143S2;  Timothy  Healy,  Joseph  W. 
Morton,  William  J.  Schultz,  Janitors.  No. 
15876;  J.  E.  Holm.  Superintendent,  Janitors 
and  Assistants,  16928;  J.  P.  ReandoU,  Local 
14936,    Jan'tors : 

WHEREAS,  The  increased  cost  of  living 
and  the  resultent  necessity  for  an  increased 
wage  is  a  fact  beyond  a  possibility  of  dis- 
pute; and 

WHEREAS,  Practically  all  of  the  Inter- 
national Organ 'sations,  affiliated  with  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  have  recognized  that  fact  hy 
granting  an  increased  compensation  and 
hotel  expenses  paid  to  organizers ;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Executive  Coun- 
cil   be,    and    they    are    hereby    instructed    hy 
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this  Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  to  increase  the  compensation  paid 
to  Orsanizers  employed  by  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to 
110.00  per  day  and  that  the  hotel  aOow- 
ance  shaU  be  increased  to  $6.00  per  day. 

Resolution  No.  147— By  Delegates  John 
Donlln.  Operative  Plasterers  International  iu»- 
sociation;  John  L.  Owens,  Cleveland  Federa- 
tion of  Labor;  Edward  J.  Evans,  William  L. 
Lewis.  George  Leary,  Louis  Weyand.  H.  B. 
OdeU: 

WHEREAS,  The  high  cost  of  living  Inci- 
dent to  the  war  has  not  been  reduced  since 
the  signing  of  the  armistice,  and  is  con- 
tinuing to  increase  at  the  present  time;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  toilers  in  almost  every 
craft  have  received  an  increase  in  wages  to 
meet  this  high  cost  of  iving,  and  the  organ- 
ized labor  movement  has  gone  on  record 
aga'nst   reductions ;  and 

WHEREAS.  It  is  the  belief  of  the  dd»> 
gates  that  the  labor  movement  should  set  the 
example  of  permitting  the  workers  to  meev 
their  obligations  by  seeing  to  it  that  their 
enoployes  are  properly  treated;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  organizers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  are  compelled  to 
travel  from  place  to  place  and  at  tne  same 
time  prov'de  for  their  folks  at  home;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  salary  of  organizers 
be  increased  from  $7.00  per  day  to  $8.00 
per  day,  and  the  expenses  Increased  from 
$4.00  to  $6.00  per  day,  to  give  th«n  a  better 
opportunity  to  meet  the  high  cost  of  living 
prevalent  in  our  country  today. 

Your  conmiittee  desires  to  amend  the  Re- 
solve in  Resolut'on  No.  20,  by  changing  the 
figures  on  the  6th  line  from  "$10.00"  to  reatt 
"$8.00."  and  by  changing  the  figures  on  the 
last   line   from    "$6.00'*   to   read    "$6.00.- 

On  this  subject  your  committee  desires  to 
say  that  we  believe  that  the  present  hotel 
expenses  of  organizers  are  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  increased  cost 
of  living  wh'ch  affects  those  who  are  on  the 
road  as  organizers  as  much  as  any  other 
class  of  people.  We  also  believe  that  due 
to  the  fact  that  all  other  workers  have  re- 
ceived substantial  increase  in  wages,  the 
organizers  also  should  be  considered  at  this 
time,  as  they,  too,  have  added  responsibilities 
due  to  the  high  cost  of  living. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  salary 
of  organizers  be  raised  from  $7.00  to  $8.00  per 
day  and  the  hotel  expenses  be  increased  from 
$4.00   to    $6.00   per   day. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  concurred   in. 

Delegate  Forrester,  Railway  Clerks,  amenoi- 
ed  the  report  to  provide  for  increasing  tne 
hotel  expenses  to  $6.00  per  day.  The  amend- 
ment was  seconded. 

Delegate  Leonard,  Plumbers,  spoke  in  fav- 
or of  the  amendment. 

Ddegate  Forrester.  in  supporting  t&e 
amendment,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
the  allowance  for  meals  and  hotels  made  to 
organizers  is  only  made  when  they  are  away 
from  their  home  cities,  thus  materially  reduo* 
ing  the   added   cost  in  the  case  of  those  or- 


ganizers   permanently    stationed    at    home. 

Treasurer  Tobin.  while  favoring  ine  in- 
creases recommended,  stated  that  the  revenue 
with  which  to  meet  these  increases  must  nec- 
essarily  be   considered. 

Delegate  McCarthy,  Carpenters,  advocated 
the  increases  recommended  and  sUcea  that 
the  organizers  could  not  possibly  live  in  de- 
cency and  in  comfort,  and  in  keeping  with 
th»  duties  they  are  required  to  perform  on 
the  present  allowances.  *** 

Delegate  Lewis,  United  Mine  Workers,  suit- 
ported  the  amendment  and  said  he  believed  in 
a  living  wage  for  the  organisers.  He  refer- 
red to  the  considerable  increase  in  the  mem- 
bersh!p  of  the  Federation,  brought  about 
through  the  efforts  of  the  organisers,  and 
added  that  the  increased  revenue  would  sureif 
permit  of  the  payment  of  the  increases  aa 
recommended. 

Delegate  McNuIty.  Electrical  Workers,  fav- 
ored the  amendment  and  said  if  the  present 
revenue  was  not  sufficient  to  meet  the  in- 
creases proposed,  the  per  capiU  tax  should 
be   increased. 

On  motion  debate  was   closed. 

The  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  amended 
was  adopted  by  unanimous  vote. 

Tour  Committee  on  Laws  desires  to  offer  the 
following  amendment  to  Section  1  of  Article 
X,  of  the  constitution  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor: 

Change  the  words  "seven-eights  of  one 
cent"  on  the  6th  line  of  Section  1,  Article  X 
to  read  "one  cent." 

Due  to  the  fact  that  the  expenses  of  the 
Federation  have  been  substantially  increases 
to  the  amount  of  $60,000  per  year,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Conmiittee  on  Laws  believe  that 
there  is  no  other  alternative  at  this  time 
except  to  increase  the  revenue  of  the  Feder- 
ation; we  therefore  recommend  that  Section 
1,  Article  X  be  amended  to  read  as  fel- 
lows: 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  the  Federation 
shall  be  derived  from  a  per  capita  tax  to  ne 
pa*d  upon  the  full  paid-up  membership  of 
all  affiliated  bodies,  as  follows:  From  In- 
ternational or  National  Trade  Unions,  a  per 
capita  tax  of  one  cent  per  member  per 
month;  from  Local  Trade  Unions  and  Fed- 
eral Labor  Unions,  twenty  cents  per  member 
per  month,  five  cents  of  which  must  be 
set  aside  to  be  used  only  in  case  of  strike  or 
lockout;  Local  Unions,  the  majority  or 
whose  members  are  less  than  eighteen  (18) 
years  of  age,  two  cents  per  member  per 
month;  from  Central  and  State  bodies,  $10 
per   year,    payable   quarterly. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolutions  Nos.  87  and  208  were  reported 
upon  together.  The  resolutions  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Resolution  No.  87 — By  Delegate  John  J. 
Hynes,  of  the  Metal  Workers'  Internationa] 
Alliance : 
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WHEREAS.  The  splendid  growth  and  high 
•landing  of  the  American  Federation  of  L,a- 
boT  in  this  country^  and  throug^nt  itf  J^ 
isdiction  has  been  brought  about  jointly  ny 
the  efforts  of  the  offlcers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  the  officers  of  the 
international  unions;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  salaries  paid  the  officials 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  have 
not  been  increased  since  1914.  and  the  UDor 
and  responsibUity  have  increased;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  on  and  after  J^y  3; 
1919.  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  made  110,- 
000  per  year,  and  that  of  the  Secretary  of 
Se  American  Federation  of  Labor  be  made 
$7500  per  year. 

Resolution  No.  208— By  Delegate  E.  u. 
Scott.  Stenographers.  Typewriters.  Booklceep- 
ers   A  Assistants.    11778.   Washington.   D.   C: 

WHEREAS.  The  President  and  secretary 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  have 
rendered  long  and  faithful  sCTVice  to  the  cause 
of  labor  and  humanty.  and  have,  by  thf*'.^" 
tiring  efforts,  been  instrumental  in  materially 
increasing  and  strengthening  the  PO«»t;on  ^ 
the  laboring  classes  throughout  the  United 
States;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  salaries  of  the  officers  of 
many  of  the  affUiated  organ  rations  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  »»▼«*>««"'»: 
creased  beyond  that  Paid  to  the  President 
and  SecreUry  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. ;  and 

WHEREAS.  It  is  the  consensus  of  opinion 
that  the  present  salaries  are  not  commen- 
surate with  the  efforts  put  forth  and  aervjces 
rendered   by  these  officers;  therefore,   be   It 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  ««thw- 
izes  the  foUowing  Increases  in  salary:  The 
President  of  the  American  Federation  of  I^- 
bor  salary  to  be  increased  to  $10,000  to  $12.- 
000  per  annum,  effective  August  Is^  1919. 
and  the  SecreUry  of  the  Ameri<»n  Federation 
of  Labor  salary  be  increased  ^  $7,600  to  $10.- 
000  per  annum,  effective  August  1st,  1919.  at 
the  dscretion  of  the  delegates  herein  assem- 
bled. 

On  this  subject  your  committee  desires  to 
say  that  because  of  the  fact  that  both  or 
these  offlcers  have  worked  zealously  and 
faithfuUy  during  the  past  year,  the  President 
having  been  compelled  to  cross  the  the  ocean 
on  two  diffarent  occasions,  at  one  time  when 
the  submarine  menace  was  at  its  height,  :n 
the  endeavor  to  represent  not  only  the  woVk- 
ers  of  our  country  but  all  of  the  people  as  a 
representative  of  labor,  your  committee  Be- 
lieves that  the  President's  salary  should  be 
increased. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Federation  having  to 
look  aftor  the  work  of  the  President  during 
his  absence  in  Europe,  and  also  having  a 
great  amount  of  extra  work  and  responsibili- 
ties during  the  war.  we  believe  that  his  sal- 
ary should  also  be  Increased. 

Your  committee  further  believes  that  the 
office   of   President   of  the   American   Federa- 


tion of  Labor  is  of  such  an  important  na- 
ture entailing  grave  responsibUities.  that  ttie 
salary  be  greater  than  it  is  at  the  present 
time.  The  same  is  true  of  the  office  of  Sec- 
retary. 

We.  therefore,  recommend  that  the  salary 
of  the  President  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  be  ehangd  from  $7,600  to  $10,000 
per  year,  and  the  salary  of  the  SecreUry  of 
the  American  Federat'.on  of  Labor  be  changed 
from  $6,000  to  $7,600  per  year. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  concurred   in.  • 

Vice-President   Valentine   in   the   chair. 

President  Gompers  spoke  briefly  in  refer- 
enoe  to  that  portion  of  the  committee's  re- 
port wh'.ch  perUined  to  the  increase  of  sal- 
ary of  the  President.  He  referred  to  tne 
Philadelphia  convention  in  1914.  when  he  op- 
posed the  recommendation  to  increase  the  sal- 
ary of  the  President.  He  said  further,  in  part: 
You  know  that  prior  to  our  entrance  Into 
the  war,  theie  was  no  man  against  whom 
such  v'.cious.  unwarranted  attacks  were  made 
as  there  were  made  upon  me  by  the  enemies 
of  our  movement,  who  pointed  to  the  fact 
of  this  tremendous  salary  that  was  paid  to 
me.  and  many  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
workers  of  our  country  had  their  minds  pre- 
judiced against  our  Federation  by  reason  of 
what  they  supposed  to  be  an  immense  sar- 
ary.  You  know.  too.  that  since  August  of 
last  year  I  visited  Europe  on  two  occasions, 
and  in  the  several  countries  that  1  visited— 
England,  Scotland,  France.  Belgium  ana 
Italy— the  men  who  were  opposed  to  our 
movement  used  the  most  effective  weapon  tbey 
could  to  weaken  the  influence  that  I  tried  to 
exert  upon  them  in  order  that  we  might  have 
a  sUbiJized  undersUnding  and  good  feeling. 
This  weapon  was  the  sUtement  that  this 
man  who  came  to  Europe  as  the  represenu- 
tive  of  labor  of  America  represented  the 
wealthy  millionaires,  ana  not  the  laboring 
class. 

If  you  now  raise  the  salary  to  $10,000  per 
year,  it  will  mean  that  these  same  arguments 
will  be  used  in  these  foreign  countries  ny 
those  who  are  not  so  friendly  to  us. 

My  expenses  are  covered  by  the  salary  now 
paid  me  by  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bor, and  I  don't  want,  in  the  last  years  of 
my  life,  to  be  regarded  as  a  money  seeker 
or  a  hoarder  of  money.  I  want  the  right 
to  be  permitted  to  say  to  the  whole  world 
that  I  am  not  working  for  money,  I  have  no 
interests  ouUide  the  labor  movement.  I  have 
no  aspirations  outside  the  labor  movement. 
I  am  not  a  bond  holder  or  a  speculator,  I  am 
engaged  in  no  business,  but  I  say  to  you  men 
if  you  desire,  insofar  as  I  am  concerned  at 
least,  to  follow  my  thought  and  the  most  er- 
fective  service  which  I  can  give,  please  don't 
raise  the  salary  of  the  President  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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Trmsiar«r  Tobin  aaked  the  delegates  to  sup- 
port the  report  of  the  oommittee  and  pointed 
to  the  vast  increase  in  living  expenses  smee 
the  last  increases  in  salaries  granted  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  the  Federation. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted 

President  Gompers  asked  to  be  recorded  in 
the  negative  on  the  proposition  of  increasing 
the'«alanr  of  the  President. 

Resolution  No.  181— By  J.  W-  Hays,  of  the 
International  Typograph  cal  Union. 

Amend  present  laws  so  as  to  change  the 
salary  of  the  treasurer  from  $600.00  w 
$1600.00,    same    to    become    effective    July    1, 

1919. 

On  this  resolution  your  committee  desires 
to  say  that  the  chairman  of  the  committee, 
who  is  the  treasurer  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  made  an  explanation  which 
guided  the  committee  in  its  action.  He  stated 
he  was  receiving  a  satisfactory  salary  fwm 
his  International  Un  on,  of  which  he  ia  the 
President,  and  that  the  work  devolving  upon 
him  as  treasurer  of  the  Federation  was  or  a 
nature  that  did  not  take  up  very  much  of  his 
time.  In  view  of  this.  In  the  Judgment  of 
the  committee,  the  present  salary  is  suth- 
cient  to  compensate  any  ind  vidua!  hoiaing 
that  office  for  the  service  rendered.  Bas:ng 
our  action,  therefore,  on  this  statement  ma«e 
by  the  treasurer  of  the  American  Federatwn 
of  Labor,  your  committee  recommends  non- 
currence   in   the   resolution. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the   committee   be  concurred   in. 

President    Gompers    In    the    ctiair. 
Delegate  Hays,  Typographical  Union,  and 
Delegate    Shay,    Theatrical    SUge    Employes, 
opposed  the  report  of  the  committee  and  aavo- 
cated   the   adoption   of   the   resolution. 

Treasurer  Tobin  defended  the  report  of  the 
eommittee,  and  in  a  brief  statement  corrobo- 
rated what  was  said  in  that  report,  rela- 
tive to  the  time  consumed  in  looking  after 
the  duties   of  the  office  of  Treasurer. 

Delegate  James  A.  Duncan  and  Delegate 
Furuseth  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

The  report  of  the  eommittee  was  eon- 
eurred  in. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  is  an  open  book  and 
the  workings  of  the  Federation  are  open 
to  the  public,  it  is  the  recommendation  of 
your  committee  that  the  salaries  of  the 
President  and  Secretery  be  inserted  in  the 
proper  section  of  the  constitution. 

It  was  moved  and  adopted  that  the  ree- 
omnvdndation  of  the  committee  be  concurred 
in. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  18 — By  Delegate  T.  F. 
Bums,  of  Tacoma,  Wash.,  Central  Labor 
Council. 


WHEREAS.  There  is  a  spirit  of  unrest 
permeating  the  labor  movement  of  the  world, 
including  the  organised  'workers  of  these 
United  Stetes;  the  working  class  is  seeking 
the  means  whereby  to  give  expression  to 
ite  aspirations  for  greaier  democracy  in 
the    labor    movement;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  system  of  voting  now  in 
vogue  in  the  A.  F.  and  L.  convention, 
whereby  sixty-five  delegates  by  combining 
on  roll  call  vote,  may  determine  the  policy 
for  the  whole  labor  movement  of  the 
United   SUte:  and 

WHEREAS,  Such  power  in  the  hands  of 
a  small  number  of  men  is  very  dangerous, 
and  necessarily  brings  abuses  that  can  only 
be  corrected  by  restoring  the  power  to  the 
rank   and    file;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  Tacoma  Central  La- 
bor Council,  in  regubu-  meeting  assembled, 
we  urge  the  A.  F.  of  L.  to  adopt  a  more 
democratic  and  eauitable  system  of  voting 
than  that  now  in   operation. 

On  the  above  resolution  your  committee 
decided  that  the  representetion  and  sys- 
tem of  voting  in  the  conventions  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  is  satisfac- 
tory, and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  any 
change  at  this  time  would  not  be  to  the 
best  interesto  of  the  organisations  com- 
posing the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Your  committee  therefore  non-concurs  in 
the   resolution. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  194  was  amended  by  in- 
serting in  the  first  "Resolve"  the  words 
"seventy-five  cento  per  month"  where  it 
reads  "one  dollar  per  month"  in  the  fifth 
line.  The  resolution  as  amended  reads  as 
follows : 

Resolution  No.  194 — By  Delegates  A.  R. 
Sinn.  George  Bechtold,  International  Broth- 
erhood   of    Foundry    Employes. 

WHEREAS,  Splendid  resulte  have  been 
atUined  during  the  past  year  by  general 
and  local  organisers  of  the  American  Fed- 
eraton  of  Labor,  in  organising  and  institut- 
ing federal  trades  and  labor  unions,  and 
notwithsUnding  these  splendid  resulu,  con- 
siderable difficulty  has  been  encountered  by 
some  of  the  internationals,  due  to  the  ex- 
isting rate  of  initiation  fee  and  dues  now 
provided  for  these  federal  trade  and  labor 
unions,  in  the  Constitution  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  Article  18,  Section  11, 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  be  amended  by  stHking  out 
the  words  sixty  cents  per  month"  and  in 
lieu  thereof  inserting  "seventy-five  cento 
per   month;"   and,   be   it  further 

article  be  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
one  dol^r"  and  in  Ueu  thereof  inserting 
two  dollars." 

In  line  with  this  action  your  committee 
further  recommends  that  Section  14  of 
Article  XIII  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  amended 
by  inserting  the  words  "two  dollars"  whero 
it  now  reads  "one  dollar"  at  the  third  Une 
of  Section  14,  making  the  section  read  as 
follows : 

Section   14.     That  initiation  feet   charvcd 
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b7  Erectly  afHUated  loo«l  trade  or  federal 
M>or  anions  shall  be  not  less  than  two  dol- 
lars or  more  than  ten  dollars,  and  that  one- 
fonrth  of  each  initiation  fee  received  by 
snch  local  trade  or  federal  labor  union  shall 
be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Amer- 
iean  Federation  of  Labor,  together  with  the 
per  capita  tax,  accompanied  by  a  monthly 
report  ffiving  the  number  of  members  paid 
for,  and  names  of  those  initiated,  rein- 
stated, suspended  and  expelled,  and  num- 
ber of  members  upon  whom  back  per  capita 
tax  Is  beins  paid  and  months  paid  for,  on 
blanks  to  be  furnished  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  local  unk>n  shall  place  a  per  capita 
tax  stamp  in  the  member's  due  book.  These 
stamps  must  be  used.  Suspended  members 
can  be  reinstated  only  by  the  payment  of 
three  montns'  back  per  capita  tax,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  tax  for  the  current  month, 
and  a  fee  of  26  cents  for  reinstatement 
stamp." 

Your  committee  further  recommends  that 
in  Section  1,  Article  X,  the  eighth  line  be 
changed  by  striking  out  the  words  "fifteen 
cents"  and  substituting  the  words  "twenty 
cents,"  making  the  section  read  as  follows: 

Section  1.  The  revenue  of  the  Federa- 
tion shall  be  derived  from  a  per  capita  tax 
to  be  paid  upon  the  full  paid-up  member- 
ship of  all  affiliated  bodies,  as  follows: 
From  international  or  national  trade  unions 
a  per  capita  tax  of  seven-eiffhts  of  one  cent 
per  member  per  month,  from  local  trade 
unions  and  federal  labor  unions  twenty  cents 
per  member  per  month,  five  cents  of  which 
must  be  set  aside  to  bo  used  only  in  case 
of  strike  or  lockout;  local  anions,  the  ma- 
jority of  whose  members  are  less  than 
eighteen  (18)  years  of  ase,  two  cents 
per  month;  from  central  and  state  bodies. 
$10  per  yesr,  payable  quarterly. 

Tour  committee  further  recommends  that 
Section  6  of  Article  Xm  be  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  "four  dollars  per 
week"  and  substituting  the  words  "six 
dollars  per  week«"  making  the  section  read 
as   follows: 

Section  6.  When  a  strike  has  been  in- 
augurated under  the  provisions  of  Sections 
2  and  8,  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
shall  pay  to  the  botided  officer  of  the  union 
involved,  or  his  order,  for  a  period  of  six 
weeks,  aa  amount  equal  to  six  (fd)  dollars 
p«r  week  for  each  member.  Each  local  union 
shall  require  its  treasurer  to  ffive  proper 
bond  for  the  safekeeping  and  disburse- 
ment of  all  funds  of  the  local.  No  benefit 
shall  be  paid  for  the  first  two  weeks  of 
the  strike.  The  Executive  Council  shall 
have  the  power  to  authorise  the  payment 
of   strike  benefits    for  an   additional   period. 

In  substance  these  four  raeommenda- 
tions    are: 

First.  The  minimum  per  capita  tax  of 
directly  affiliated  unions  is  raised  from  60 
to    76   cents. 

Second.  The  minimum  initiation  fee  is 
fixed  at  $2.00  instead  of  $1.00. 

Third.  The  per  capita  tax  is  raised  from 
16  to  20  cents. 

Fourth.  Strike  benefits  are  raised  from 
$4.$0  to  $600. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of    Resolution     194    as    amended,    together 


with  the  four  recommendations  offend  by 
the  committee. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
report  of   the  committee   be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  James  A.  Duncan  suffffested  an 
additional  recommendation  to  the  effect  that 
the  laws  sovemins  organisations  of  minors 
remain  as  they  are  at  present.  He  stated 
this  suggestion  was  made  in  the  interests 
of   the    newsboys. 

Chairman  Tobin  explained  that  the  pres- 
ent laws  with  regard  to  organisations  of 
minors  was  not  disturbed  except  with  re- 
gard to  the  initiation  fee,  and  it  was  felt 
that  these  organisations  would  not  be  bur^ 
dened   by   the  increased  fee  proposed. 

Delegate  Wharton,  Machinists,  drew  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  while  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  committee  provided  for 
an  increase  of  only  26  per  cent  in  the 
per  capita  tax,  it  provided  for  a  60  per 
cent.  Increase  m  strike  benefits,  and  asked 
if  consideration  had  been  given  that  phase 
of  the  matter. 

Chairman  Tobin  replied  that  that  mat- 
ter was  fully  considered  by  the  committee, 
that  the  Defense  Fund  was  in  fairly  good 
condition,  that  not  more  than  16  per  cent 
of  the  membership  would  draw  benefits, 
according  to  the  estimaU  they  arrived  at, 
and  that  It  was  felt  advisable  to  try  the 
proposed  plan  for  at  least  one  year  and 
then  adopt  other  measures  if  It  did  not 
prove   adequate   to  meet  the  situation. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

In  Resolution  No.  119  the  committee 
recommended  the  following  changes:  Strik- 
iig  but  the  words  after  the  word  "vote"  on 
the  sixth  line  of  Section  5.  "where  such 
organisation  has  a  national  organisation, 
until  the  proper  authorities  of  such  national 
or  international  organisation  have  been 
consulted  and  agreed  to  such  action;"  strik- 
ing out  the  word  "suspend"  in  the  second 
last  line  of  Section  6  and  inserting  the 
word  "revoke;"  and  striking  out  the  words 
"'and  expel  the  organization,"  in  the  last 
line,  and  by  adding  the  following  words: 
"and  no  central  labor  union  or  other  cen- 
tral body  chartered  under  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  shall  have  the  right 
to  inculcate,  encourage  or  advance  any 
movement  by  circular  or  motion,  the  aim 
or  purpose  of  which  is  to  change  the  pres- 
ent form  of  organisation  of  either  the  In- 
ternational Labor  Unions  or  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  without  first  having 
the  approval  of  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L."  The  amended  resolution 
reads   as   follows: 

Resolution  No.  119 — By  Delegates  Mat- 
thew Well,  of  the  International  Photo-En- 
gravers' Union:  M.  G.  Scott,  Walter  W. 
Barrett,  T.  W.  McOullough,  J.  W.  Hays,  of 
the  International  Tsrpographical  Union; 
George  L.  Berry,  of  the  International  Frinl- 
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ins  Prcssmiui  and  Assistants*  Union;  Wal- 
ter N.  Reddick,  of  th«  International  Asso- 
ciation of  Bookbinders;  Charles  A.  Snmner. 
of  the  International  Stereotypers'  and  Blee- 
trotTpers'  Union;  John  J.  Manning,  of  the 
United  Garment  Workers: 

Amend  Section  5,  Article  XI.  of  the  Con- 
stitution by  insertins  in  the  fifth  line  fter 
the  word  "strike"  the  words:  "or  to  take 
a  strike  vote."  Also  by  addins  to  the  same 
section  the  following:  ''A  violation  of  this 
law  shall  bo  sufficient  cause  for  the  Bzecu- 
tive  Council  to  suspend  the  charter  and 
expel  the  organiaation."  The  Section  as 
mended   to      read:  ,   .   ^        „  , 

Section  5.  No  Central  Labor  Union,  or 
other  central  body  of  delegates,  shall  have 
the  authority  or  power  to  order  any  or- 
ganisation affiliated  with  such  central  to- 
bor  anion  or  other  central  body  on  strike, 
or  to  tabd  a  strike  vote,  and  no  central  labor 
union  or  other  central  body  chartered 
mnder  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
shall  have  the  right  to  inculcate,  encourage 
or  advance  any  movement  by  circular  or 
motion,  the  aim  or  purpose  of  which  is 
to  change  the  present  form  of  organisation 
of  either  the  International  Labor  Unions 
or  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  with- 
out first  having  the  approval  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor.  A  violation' of  this  htw  shall  be 
sufficient  cause  for  the  Executive  Council 
to   revoke   the   charter. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the 
report  of  the   committee   be  concurred   in. 

Delegate  James  A.  Duncan  vigorously 
opposed  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  grounds  that  it  interfered  with  the 
rights  of  the  workers  in  any  particular  lo- 
cality to  proceed  legitimately  along  pro- 
per lines  in  whatever  way  they  deemed 
best  for  their  interests.  He  said  in  part: 
I  submit  to  you  that  the  four  million 
members  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  have  the  right  to  do  anything  they 
want  to  do  within  the  law  of  the  United 
States  of  America  with  the  labor  movement, 
and  for  us  to  sit  here  as  delegates  and 
say  we  are  going  to  put  a  rope  around  every- 
body who  may  have  a  progressive  view  or 
an  erroneous  view;  if  we  are  going  to  tie 
them  hand  and  foot  and  say  that  they  can- 
not move  or  make  any  suggestion  that 
might  be  against  the  interesto  of  the  seven, 
or  eight,  or  nine  members  of  the  Executive 
Council,  it  is  absolutely  ridiculous.  I  am 
not  afraid  of  the  L  W.  W.  or  any  other 
organization  outside  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  so  long  as  we  have  democ- 
racy inside  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor.  I  say  that  I  am  not  a  secessionist, 
and  I  sincerely  hope  you  won't  put  the 
labor  movement  in  Seattle  in  a  position 
where  it  will  have  to  have  its  charter  re- 
voked. I  am  not  going  out  of  the  bona 
fide  labor  movement  of  my  own  free  will, 
neither  do  I  believe  the  hosts  of  workers 
in  Seattle  are.  but  if  you  compel  them  to 
go  out  I  can't  ssy  to  yon  that  that  Seattle 
labor  movement  is    not  going  to  offer  any 


resistance  to  being  thrown  out,  beeamse 
this  is  a  trespass  upon  the  rights  and  the 
liberties  of  the  individual  workers  under 
the  banner  of  the  American  Federatkm  of 
Labor,  and  I  therefore  hope  that  yom  will 
vote    this    report   down. 

Vice  President  Duncan  raised  the  poln. 
that  the  committee's  recommendation  had 
eliminated  that  portion  of  Section  S  of 
Article  XI  which  provides  for  consultation 
for  the  proper  authorities  of  national  and 
international  unions  before  the  calling  of 
a  strike  by  a  central  body. 

Treasurer  Tobin  stated  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  eliminate 
that  portion  of  the  present  law.  He  then 
made  a  statement  at  some  length  in  which 
he  set  forth  the  necessity  for  the  adoption 
of  some  measure  restricting  central  bodies 
from  doing  the  things  that  had  been  done 
in  certain  cities.  He  condemned  the  prac- 
tice of  circularising  the  local  unions  of 
the  various  internationals  and  referred  to 
the  hundreds  of  circular  letters  which  are 
continually  going  the  rounds,  advocating 
secession,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  and 
fostering  and  promoting  discontent  and 
dissension  among  the  workers.  He  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  is  the  parent  body  of 
the  central  bodies,  and  that  the  central 
bodies  owe  the  same  allegiance  to  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  as  the  local 
unions    owe   to   their  internationals. 

On  motion.  Resolution  No.  119  and  the 
report  of  the  committee,  with  the  recom- 
mendations thereon,  was  referred  back  to 
the   committee  for  further   consideration. 

President  Gompers:  Yesterday,  during 
the  course  of  a  discussion  upon  a  subject 
then  before  the  house,  a  cablegram  from 
the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  was 
read.  In  it  he  said  he  believed  there  would 
be  no  time  to  communicate  with  the  con- 
vention further  on  the  subject  of  the 
terms  of  the  labor  convention.  I  have 
here  a  copy  of  a  cablegram  received  this 
morning  from  the  President,  and  in  the 
judgment  of  the  chair  it  should  be  read 
to  the  convention  and  made  part  of  the 
record. 

Secretary  Morrison  read  the  cablegram, 
which   Is   as    follows: 

Cable  from  President  Wilson 
Washington,  D.  C,  June  21,  1919. 
Samuel    Gompers.    Esq..    Hotel   Alamac,    At- 
lantic  City.   N.   J. 

Following  message  for  you  from  the 
President:  ''Comparison  between  your  draft 
labor  convention  as  reported  to  the  plenary 
conference  and. the  labor  provisions  as  they 
now  appear  in  the  treaty  of  peace  shows 
the  following  categories  of  changes:  First, 
redraft  of  what  is  called  in  commission's 
report  'clauses  for  insertion  in  treaty  of 
peace.'  In  actual  treaty  they  appear  under 
the  title  'General  principles'  and  read  as 
follows:      'The    high      contracting      parties 
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rocofrnisins  that  the  well-beins  physical, 
moral  and  inteilectoal  of  industrial  wave 
earners  is  of  supreme  international  im- 
portance have  framed  order  to  farther  this 
ffreat  and  the  permanent  machinery  pro- 
vided for  in  Section  1  and  associated  with 
that  of  the  League  of  Nations  they  recog- 
nise that  difference  of  climate,  habits  and 
customs  of  economic  opportunity  and  in- 
dustrial tradition  make  strict  uniformity 
in  the  conditions  of  labor  difllcult  of  imme- 
diate attainment,  but  holding  as  they  do 
that  labor  should  not  be  regarded  merely 
as  an  article  of  commerce  they  think  thare 
are  methods  and  principles  for  regarding 
labor  conditions  which  all  industrial  com- 
munities should  endeavor  to  apply  so  far 
as  their  special  circumstances  will  permit. 
Among  these  methods  and  principles  the 
following  seem  to  the  high  contracting  par- 
ties to  be  of  a  special  and  urgent  import- 
ance; first,  the  guiding  principle  above 
enunciated  that  labor  should  not  be  regarded 
merely  as  a  commodity  or  article  of  com- 
merce; second,  the  right  of  association  for 
all  lawful  purposes  by  the  employed  as  well 
as  by  the  employers;  third,  the  payment 
to  the  employed  of  a  wage  adequate'  to 
maintain  a  reasonable  standard  of  life  as 
this  is  understood  in  their  time  and  coun- 
try fourth  the  adoption  of  an  eight- hour 
day  or  a  forty-eight  hour  week  as  the 
standard  to  be  aimed  at  where  it  has  not 
already  been  attained:  fifth,  the  adoption 
af  a  weekly  rest  of  at  least  twenty-four 
hours,  which  should  include  Sunday  wher- 
ever prscticsble ;  sixth.,  the  abolition  of  child 
labor  and  the  imposition  of  such  limita- 
tions of  the  labor  of  young  persons  aa 
shall  permit  the  continuation  of  their  edu- 
cation and  assure  their  proper  physical  de- 
velopment; seventh,  the  principfe  that  men 
and  women  should  receive  equal  remunera- 
tion for  work  of  equal  value;  eighth,  the 
standard  set  by  law  in  «ach  country  with 
respee«  to  the  conditions  of  labor  should 
have  due  regard  to  the  equitable  economic 
treatment  of  all  workers  lawfully  resident 
therein;  ninth,  each  state  should  make  pro- 
vision for  a  system  of  inspection  in  which 
women  should  take  part  in  order  to  ensure 
the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  regula- 
tions for  the  protection  of  the  employed. 
Without  claiming  that  these  methods  and 
principles  are  either  complete  or  final,  the 
high  contracting  parties  are  of  opinion  that 
they  are  well  fitted  to  guide  the  policy 
of  the  League  of  Nations  and  that  if  adopted 
by  the  industrial  communities  who  are 
members  of  the  league  and  safeguarded  in 
practice  by  an  adequate  system  of  such  in- 
spection, they  will  confer  lasting  benefits 
upon   the   wage   earners    of  the   world. 

"The  second  part  of  your  cable  seven  has 
bewn  transferred  into  body  of  the  con- 
vention and  now  appears  under  Article  405 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  under  clause  1»  of 
your  report.  I  am  convinced  that  except 
for  changes  in  wording  which  do  not  af- 
fect the  substance  and  spirit  of  these  clauses ; 
they  remain  the  same;  second,  likewise  your 
protocol  to  Article  19  has  been  transferred 
to  body  of  treaty  under  article  4  OB.  The 
resohations'  adopted  by  the  Commission  do 
not  appear  in  the  treaty  inasmuch  as  they 
were  merely  proposals  of  separate  delega- 
tions and  no  part  of  the  report  as  unani- 
?**'*?^  J5t??»*f*^'  '®^  incorporation  in  the 
treaty.  Third,  a  number  of  changes  of  form 
have    been    through    the    draft    convention 


to  make  It  conform  in  phrasaology  with 
the  covenant  of  the  League  of  Nations  as 
redrafted  by  the  League  of  Nations  Com- 
mission. For  example,  the!  words  ^he 
high  contracting  parties'  now  feeds  'mem- 
bers' and  other  similar  unimportant 
changes.  Fourth,  on  April  11  at  the  Plen- 
ary Conference  which  adopted  the  report 
of  Labor  Commission,  Sir  Robert  Borden 
made  the  following  remarks:  'This  con- 
vention is  linked  in  many  ways  by  its 
terms  to  the  covenant  of  the  League  of 
Nations  and  I  think  it  desirable  to  make 
it  perfectly  plain  that  the  character  of  its 
membership  and  the  method  of  adherence 
should  be  the  same  in  the  one  case  as  in 
the  other.'  He  then  offered  the  following 
resolution  which  was  unanimously  adopted 
by  the  conference:  'The  conference  author- 
izes the  Drafting  Committee  to  make  such 
amendments  as  may  be  necessary  to  have 
the  convention  conform  to  the  conven- 
ant  of  the  League  of  Nations,  in  the  char- 
acter of  its  membership  and  in  the  method 
of  adherence.'  In  pursuance  of  this  reso- 
lution the  following  changes  were  made: 
Article  1  your  commission  reports  together 
with  the  first  two  clauses  of  your  Article  85 
together  with  Article  80  have  been  combined 
as  Article  887  of  the  treaty  to  read  "A  per- 
manent organisation  is  hereby  established 
for  the  promotion  of  the  objects  set  forth 
in  the  preamble;  the  original  members  of 
the  League  of  Nations  shall  be  the  original 
members  of  this  organisation  and  here- 
after membership  of  the  League  of  Nations 
shall  carry  with  it  membership  of  the  said 
organization,  as  you  doubtless  have  in  mind 
the  changes  have  the  effect  of  giving  the 
British  Dominions  and  colonies  separate 
representation  on  the  general  conference. 
When  you  give  your  final  judgment  upon 
the  importance  of  these  changes  I  earnestly 
urge  you  to  entertain  the  following  consider- 
eration;  one  that  Borden  could  not  go  back 
to  the  Canadian  people  who  occupy  a  posi- 
tion of  considerable  importance  in  the  in- 
dustrial world  and  tell  them  that  they  were 
not  entitled  to  representation  on  the  gen- 
eral labor  ^conference  at  Versailles;  two. 
that  the  changes  did  in  fact  bring  the  labor 
convention  into  harmony  with  the  League 
of  Nations  covenant;  three,  that  the  changes 
are  not  substantially  important  inasmuch 
as  every  labor  convention  adopted  by  the 
conference  must  be  submitted  to  our  Gov- 
ernment for  ratification  thus  the  choice  of 
accepUnce  or  rejection  lies  in  our  own 
hands  irrespective  of  the  constitution  of 
the  general  conference;  four,  that  the  prob- 
lems of  the  chief  BritUh  colonies  and 
dominions  are  much  more  our  own  than  like 
great  Britain's  so  that  their  represenU- 
tion  will  be  a  source  of  strength  to  our 
point  rather  than  an  embarrassment:  five, 
that  in  my  opinion  the  changes  do  not  in- 
troduce any  weakness  or  threat  particular 
weakness  into  the  labor  provisions.  They 
still  sUnd,  thanks  to  your  efforts  and 
guidance  as  one  of  the  great  progressive 
achievements  of  the  Peace  Conference,  some- 
thing  from  which  peoples  the  world  over 
i5*^.  ^^t  <^®°™««  *nd,  hope  and  confidence 
in  a  better  future.  I  am  sure  that  you 
will  agree  that  nothing  could  be  more  fa- 
tal to  these  first  aspirations  than  any  failure 
to  endorse  tbese  provisions.  I  count  upon 
your  support  and  sponsorship." 

FRANK   L.   POLK, 
Acting   SecreUry   of   State. 
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BBPORT  OF  PBOOSBDINGS 


Delegate  Shay.  Theatrical  Stage  Employee : 
It  has  come  to  my  attention — and  if  this  is 
Irne  I  belieTe  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  should  take 
a  stand  leaving  no  donbt  as  to  how  we 
feel  in  the  mattei^-that  Senator  Poin- 
dexter  and  Representative  Kelly,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, have  introduced  a  Joint  bill  that 
has  for  iU  purpose  a  conference  of  indus- 
trial heads  and  labor  leaders  to  study 
problems  affecting  eapiUl  and  labor.  This 
bill  is  suggested,  according  to  my  informa- 
tion, by  Mr.  Basil  Manly,  of  the  War  Labor 
Board,  and  he  has  given  out  a  list  of  names 
to  represent  Ubor,  as  well  as  a  list  to  rep- 
resent capiUl.  and  the  name  that  heads 
the  list  to  represent  labor  is  that  of  Mr. 
Frank  P.  Walsh.  I  would  like  to  ask  if 
there  is  any  information  in  the  hands  of 
the  officers  of  this  orgnistion  as  to  whether 
this   is   a  fact  or  not. 

President  Gompers:  No  other  informa- 
tion than  from  these  two  sources:  One.  the 
sUUment  published  in  the  newspapers,  and 
secondly,  from  our  office  in  Washington. 
When  my  attention  was  called  to  this  piece 
ef  information.  I  immediately  dictated  a 
telegram  to  be  sent  to  both  Senator  Poin- 
dexter  and  Representative  Kelly.  I  shall 
ask  Secretary  Morrison  to  read  a  copy  of 
that  telegram. . 

Atlantic   City.  N.  J..  June  21.   191». 
Honorable     M.    Clyde     Kelly.     House    Office 

Building.     Washington.     D.    C. 

The  newspapers  publish  that  you  and 
Senator  Miles  Poindexter  have  Introduced 
into  the  Senate  and-  House  respectively  bills 
vitally  affecting  the  interesU  of  labor.  Be- 
fore any  progress  in  these  bills  is  made  in 
Congress  I  think  it  necessary  that  a  con- 
ference should  be  had  with  the  representa- 
tives of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
The  acceptance  of  the  attempt  for  others 
to  speak  in  the  name  of  American  labor 
will,   I  am   sure,   arouse    resentment. 

SAMUEL    GOMPERS. 

Delegate  €hay  spoke  briefly  on  the  matter, 
stating  that  while  he  was  willing  to  agrev 
that  Mr.  Walsh  was  a  man  of  extraordinary 
ability,  he  did  not  feel  that  it  was  necessary 
to  go  outside  the  ranks  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  to  find  men  qualified  to 
represent  labor  at  this  or  any  other  confer- 
ence that  might  hsve  for  its  purpose  the 
solving  of  the  problems  between  capital  ana 
labor.  He  asked  to  be  placed  on  record  as 
objecting  most  strenuously  to  any  one  rep- 
resenting the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
except  those  who  are  within  the  ranks  of  tne 
Federation. 

Vice-President  Green:  It  seems  quite  clear 
on  listening  to  the  cablegram  from  tne 
President  of  the  Unitd  SUtes.  that  he  was 
very  much  concerned  as  to  the  action  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  convention  re- 
garding the  covenant  of  the  League  of  Na- 
tions, or  that  part  of  it  pertaining  to  inter- 


national labor  legislation.  In  order  to  heaxtes 
him  in  his  work  and  to  assure  him  ef  our 
support.  I  move  that  the  President  of  tae 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed 
to  advise  the  'President  of  the  United  States 
by  cablegram  of  the  action  of  this  conven- 
tion in  voting  upon  these  propositions  yes- 
terday. 

The  motion  was  seconded  and  carried  uaaa- 
imously. 

President  Gompers:  The  chair  asks  t^ 
opportunity  to  say  a  word  which  I  think  is 
of  immediate  importance.  In  a  cursory  way 
I  learned  of  a  situation  wh.ch  existed  and 
still  exists  in  the  legislature  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  a  situation  by  which  appar- 
ently the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  interested  in  trying  to  have  tne 
legislature  enact  a  proposition  ^hat  shall  fur- 
ther curb  the  rights  of  the  working  people 
and  the  nuisses  of  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania.  Under  the  leadership  oc 
some  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  against 
that  procedure,  the  proi>osit:on  for  further 
restriction  of  the  righto  of  the  people  was 
defeated  by  a  narrow  markin  of  votes.  This 
morning  the  information  was  conveyed  to 
me  that  under  the  whip  and  spur  of  those  la 
authority,  a  further  attempt  will  be  made  oa 
Monday  in  the  legislature  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  to  resurrect  and  pass  such  a 
bill  as  I  have  made  reference  to.  I  have 
drafted  an  expression  of  this  convention  upoa 
the  subject,  and  I  now  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  convention  to  introduce  that 
expression   in  the  form  of  a  resolution. 

Consent  was  granted  and  the  following  rese- 
lution    was   submitted: 

Resolution  No.  228 — By  Delegate  Sarautf 
Oompers,   of  the   Cigar  Makers'    Delegation: 

RESOL\nED,  That  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  urgentTy  ap- 
peal to  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvan'a 
legislature  to  protect  the  righto  of  the 
workers  and  the  masses  6f  the  people  of 
that  great  state  from  further  infraction  and 
invasion,  and  to  vote  against  any  bill  or 
measure  which  is.  or  may  be  brought  beforu 
that  legislature  hav'ng  for  ito  purpose  the 
causes  against  which  this  resolution   protests. 

On  motion  of  Delegate  John  H.  Lewts. 
United  Mine  Workers,'  the  resolution  was 
ananimously  adopted. 

Delegate  Woll.  Photo  Engravers:  I  was 
astonshed  at  the  information  conveyed  a  rew 
memento  ago  of  the  introduction  of  a  bin 
in  Congress  which  contemplates  calling  a  con- 
ference of  representative  employers  and  em- 
ployes and  others  to  determine  wages,  hours 
and  conditions  of  employment  which  should 
ex'st  in  our  industrial  life.  We  have  been 
meeting  here  for  the  past  two  weeks,  ae- 
termining  what  labor's  attitude  would  be  ta 
many  of  these  questions,  and  I  think  this 
convention  cannot  afford  to  have  any  one 
outoide  the   ranks   of  labor  speak   in   its  le- 
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kalf  on  any  question  affecting  its  righto,  i 
think  Congress  ought  to  be  advised  of  that 
position,  that  only  duly  accredited  represen- 
tatlTcs  of  the  labor  movement  can  and  ought 
to  be  beard,  and  I  move  that  the  President 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  T>e  air- 
eeted  to  communicate  thes«  sentimento  to 
Congress. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Delegate  Shay, 
Theatrical   SUge   Employes. 

Delegate  John  H.  Walker  discussed  the 
question  briefly,  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  men  and  women  within  the  ranks  of  or- 
ganized labor  were  best  fitted  to  determme 
the  problems  confronting  them  in  their  daily 
lives,  and  to  suggest  who  should  represent 
them  when  ther  affairs  were  being  considered. 

Delegate  Furuseth  expressed  disapproval  of 
the  commission  plan  of  dealing  with  the 
problems  of  labor  and  said  be  believed  the 
sonvention  should  protest  against  the  whole 
•eheme  as  being  impraet'cable 

Delegate  Woll,  while  expressing  approval 
of  the  War  Labor  Board  and  similar  boards 


during  the  time  of  war,  believed  that  tuek 
commissions  or  boards  were  not  dcslranie  or 
necessary  in  time  of  peace. 

Delegate  Grow,  llachinisto,  said  that  be 
was  unalterably  opposed  to  the  formation  of 
conmiissions  that  would  lay  the  foundation 
for  organized  labor's  future  activities,  ana 
that  he  saw  in  this  plan  a  dangerous  condi- 
tion   arising. 

Delegate  Oorenstein,  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers,  moved  that  the  entire  subject  mat- 
ter be  referred  to  the  Executive  Council  for 
action.  The  motion  was  seconded  and  cax^ 
ried. 

Vice-President  Duncan:  Section  1  of  Article 
6  of  the  constitution  provides  that  the  erec- 
tion of  officers  shall  occur  at  the  end  of  the 
convention.  It  is  now  a  half  hour  past  the 
time  of  adjournment,  and  I  therefore  offer 
a  motion  that  after  announceroento  have  been 
made,  this  day's  session  recess  until  9.80 
o'clock     Monday    morning,     June    23rd. 

The  motion  was  carried  and  the  conven- 
tion took  a  recess  at  6.06  P.  M. 
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REPORT  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


TWELFTH  DAY— Monday  Mprnmg  Session 


Atlantic  City,  N.  J.,  June  28,   1919. 

The  convent'-on  was  called  to  order  at  9  "0 
a.  m..  Monday,  June  23d,  President  Gomper. 
in  the  chair. 

AbsMitees— Russell,  Croaff,  Koch,  Mord«- 
cai,  McDonald.  Fox  «C.).  Brelsford,  Wrcnn, 
Anderson,  Hall,  Grafton,  Donogue,  Ott, 
Fenton.  Iglesias,  Murphy  (J.  F.),  Gann, 
Boncer.  Rogers.  Fox  (Harry).  Bons,  Jones 
(E.  E.),  Rutherford.  Fisher,  Howard. 
Schildt,  Harrison,  Ely,  Lennon,  Coughlin. 
Lacey.  Mahoney,  O'Leary,  Davis.  Hoffman, 
Niemeier.  Fitchie.  McFadden.  Harlin.  Owens. 
Bryan,  Yarrow.  O'Donwdll  (8.),  Tucker,  Dill, 
Hooper.  Carrick,  Mason,  Fink.  Wessell.  Can- 
field,  Deutelbaum,  GHffith,  Murphy,  Frank- 
lin.  Carroll,  Woodman.  Wagner,  Canfield, 
Galloway,  Taylor,  Moran,  Willis.  Tracy,  Neu. 
Priestly,  McKeown,  Argo,  Nuzum,  Oregson, 
Kobl«,  Bittner,  Richter,  Evans,  Breslin, 
Gildas,  Sims.  Newmyer,  Ingles,  Ralsse,  Gil- 
bert, Ganey.  Hoffman,  Frampton.  Francq, 
Ogletree,  Hilfers,  Barnes,  Ornbum,  Spiel-, 
man,  Daly,  Kingsley,  Clinedinst.  Thomas, 
Ryan,  Lacey.  Giles,  Young  (0.  B.),  Grain, 
Drfrper,  Strickland,  Hartford,  Hall  (John 
Jr.),  Bradley,  Maloney.  Curran.  Wilkinson. 
Wines,  Worac«k,  Ryerson,  Flynn,  Sullivan, 
Ashman,  Boyle.  Burr,  Wood,  Hannon.  Wilk- 
inson (John),  Simpson,  Dawson.  Enright, 
Oolpoys,  Donahue.  Lawson.  Stehm»yer, 
Hogan,  Cooper,  Mezsacapo,  Finke,  Harte, 
McDougall,  McGill.  Oplinger.  Crawford,  Burk, 
0%nady,  Ringer,  Patterson,  Brogan,  Grass, 
Clark.  Staley,  McNeice,  Badgett,  Bledow, 
Goldsmith,  Colvin,  Setter,  Bauman,  Brinston. 
Huston,  Quesse,  Mason.  White  (C),  Mullen, 
Morris,  Johnson  <E.  D.).  Tonrison.  Schults, 
Shea,  Middleton,  Gould,  Miller,  Catterson, 
Berger,  Weinstock,  Birch,  Ellicott,  Herbert. 
Fitts,  Richardson,  Coogan.  Leonard,  Chamb- 
ers, Rice,  Eklund.  Campball,  Esleek,  VMighan, 
McKimon.  Lane,  Jackson.  Thompson.  Helge- 
sen.   Rincker,   Spacey,   Clarke.   Bums,  Holm. 

The  Committee  on  Oedentials  read  a  re- 
quest from  the  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers' 
delegation  asking  that  Mr.  Joseph  E.  Wor- 
aeek  be  seated  in  the  place  of  C.  L.  Bafne, 
who  had  been  called  from  the  city  to  keep 
an  important  appointment.  The  committee 
recommended  the  seating  of  Mr.  WoraceK. 
The  recommendation  of  .the  committee  was 
concurred  in. 
REPORT  OF  OOlOnTTEB  ON  RBSOLU- 

Tioirs 

Ddegate  Frey,  Secretary  of  the  committee, 
reported   as   follows: 

Resolution  No.  228 — By  Delegates  A.  C. 
Hughes.  Coopers'  International  Union;  J.  L. 
Lewis,   United   Mine   Workers;  TVmiat   Sad- 


ding.  Sheet  Metal  Workers:  M.  F.  Tigtoe. 
Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron,  Steel  and 
Tin  Workers;  S.  Heberi'.ng,  Switchmen** 
Union   of   North    America: 

WHEREAS,  The  authorities  of  various 
towns  in  the  Pittsburgh  District,  disregara- 
ing  the  fundamental  laws  and  customs  of 
our  country,  have  arbitrarily  prohibited  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  from  holding 
meetings  for  the  purpose  of  organ  zing  work- 
ers in  the  iron  and  sted  industry:  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-n^nth  Annual 
(invention  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  protests  vigor- 
ously against  this  outrageous  and  illegal 
action ;   and,   be   it   further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  executive  oflleers 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  stand  instructed  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  bring  about  a  Con- 
gress onal  or  other  Investigation  of  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rights  of  free  speech  and  free 
assembly  in  Western  Pennsylvania. 

Your  conunittee  recommends  the  adoption  of 
this    resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the   recommendation   of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Ddegate 
Hughes,  who  spoke  briefly  of  the  progress 
of  the  work  of  the  National  Committee  for 
organising  the  sted  and  iron  industry.  He 
called  attention  to  the  statement  in  tne  ad- 
dress of  Mr.  John  Fitcpatriek.  who  addressed 
the  convention  on  June  21st.  that  the  Major 
of  McKeesport,  Pa.,  had  placed  a  ban  on 
street  meetings  addressed  by  members  of  the 
committee  and  organizers,  and  stated  that 
the  ban  had  been  lifted  by  the  mayor. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendatioB  of 
the  committee  was  carried  unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  48— By  Delegate  (3eorgc 
Sauter.  of  the  Central  Labor  Union,  WJmtng- 
ton,  DeL 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Wilmington  Central 
Labor  Union  goes  on  record  as  favoring 
the  continuation  of  the  (jovemment  system 
of  supervision  of  the  railroads  because  of 
the  fact  that  never  before  in  the  history  of 
the  United  SUtes  did  the  raUroads  extend 
to  their  employes  the  fa'.r  treatment  that 
was  the  employes'  Just  due;  and  furtnermore, 
because  the  Government  supervision  during 
the  war  was  conducted  during  a  period  when 
it  would  have  been  utterly  impossible  to  Have 
the  railroads  make  money.  If  the  railroads 
are  returned  to  private  control,  we  bdieve  the 
different  railroads  should  pay  in  full  for  ihs 
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repairs  made  during  the  period  of  GovemmeiK 
eapenrisioD,  as  well  as  additional  trackage, 
equipment,  etc 

Inasmuch  as  the  convention  has  already  act- 
ed.  npon  the  subject  matter  contained  in  the 
first  part  of  the  resolution,  your  commxnee 
recommends  the  adoption  of  the  following 
portion  of  the  resolution: 

"If  the  railroads  are  returned  to  private 
control,  we  bel'eve  the  different  railroads 
should  pay  in  full  for  the  repairs  made  dur- 
ing the  period  of  Government  supervision,  as 
well   as   additional   trackage,   equipment,   etc" 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resohition  No.  67— By  Ddegates  J.  W. 
Kline,  International  Brotherhood  of  Blaek- 
smithi  and  Helpers;  A.  O.  Wharton,  Inter- 
national Associat'on  of  Machinists;  John  J, 
Hynes,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Workers' 
International  Alliance;  Milton  Snellings,  H. 
M.  Comerford;  T.  Healy,  International 
Brotherhood  of  Stationary  Firemen  and 
OUers. 

WHEREAS,  The  Mayor  of  Toledo.  Ohio, 
has  seen  fit  to  utilise  returned  soldiers  a^ 
citizen  police  'n  a  labor  controversy,  which 
action  was  entirely  uncalled  for  and  unnecee- 
sary ;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  utilizing  of  retumea  sot- 
diers  in  the  uniform  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  in  such  a  capacity  will  brtng 
diBgnee  and  d'scredit  to  a  uniform  whicn 
aU    American   citizens   respect;   ancr 

WHEREAS.  The  uniforms  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  should  be 
used  only  in  such  a  manner  as  to  eommau» 
the  respect  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
SUtes:  therefore,  be  H 

RESOLVED.  That  the  AmeHcan  Federa- 
tion  of  Labor  in  convention  assemblea  «««- 
nounees  the  action  of  the  Mayor  of  the  City 
of  Toledo  in  employing  returned  soldiers  in 
the  uniform  of  the  United  SUtes  army  as 
citizen  poPce  in  a  labor  controversy,  which 
really  means  using  the  uniform  of  the  United 
Stetes  as  a  protection  for  strikebreakers; 
and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  protett 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  against  the  uniforms 
of  the  army  or  navy  being  used  for  such 
purpose;   and.    be   it   further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  SecreUry  of  War 
be  requested  to  take  immediate  steps.  9y 
legislation  or  otherwise,  to  prevent  sucn  use 
of  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  army 
or  navy  and  to  provide  proper  and  adequate 
punishment  for  those  who  so  use  or  cause 
to  be  so  used  such  uniform. 

Tour  committee  reconmiends  that  the  wordi 
"desire  to"  be  struck  out  of  the  second  whereas 
and  the  resolution  adopted  as  amended. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  106. — By  Delegate  George  H. 
Wrenn.  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor. 

WHEREAS.  The  Director  General  of  Rail- 
roads has  recently  isstied  an  order  forbidding 
railroad  employes  from  engaging  in  politics 
and  warning  them  on  pain  of  immediate  d's- 
missal  scrupulously  to  abstain  therefrom; 
and 


WHEREAS,  This  order  has  a  tendency  ta 
infringe  upon  and  to  a  certain  extent  abridge 
the  constitutional  rights  of  millions  of  Amer- 
ican citizens  because  it  is  an  extension  on 
a  vast  and  far-reaching  scale  of  an  old  p<^ley 
which  has  hitherto  attracted  but  little  atten- 
tion because  it  aflFeeted  but  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  men  but  which  in  its  affects 
has  sufficiently  revealed  the  danger  and  un- 
wisdom of  its  further  enlargement;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  it  is  unjust  and 
unnecessary  to  deprive  any  class  of  American 
citizens  of  any  of  the  rishts  of  citizenship 
or  to  set  them  aside  a  body  of  partially  dis- 
franchised citizens ;  and 

WHEREAS,  We  believe  that  the  present 
is  of  all  times  the  least  fitting  conjuncture 
for  the  promulgation  of  any  order  which  in 
the  slightest  degree  smacks  of  autocracy  or 
which  unnecessarily  tends  to  curtail  the 
rights  of  any  class  of  American  citizens; 
therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  convention  of  tHe 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  direct  tha 
Executive  Board  to  endeavor  to  secure  a 
confarence  with  the  Director  General  of  Bail- 
roads  and  represent  to  him  the  feelings  with 
which  organized  labor  views  an  extension 
of  the  old  bureaucratical  policy  and  in  so 
doing  endeavor  to  prevail  upon  him  to  re- 
scind this  recent  order;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Councl  not 
only  endeavor  to  secure  the  rescinding  of  this 
particular  order  but  also  strive  to  have  their 
political  rights  restored  to  those  Federal  em- 
ployes now  affected  injuriously  by  similar 
but   older    orders. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of   this   resolutton. 

The  recommendation  of  the  coaunittee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Secretary  Morrison  in  the  chair. 

Resolution  No.  214— By  Delegate  M.  W. 
Atkins.   Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers. 

WHEREAS,  The  Commercial  Telegraphers' 
Union  of  America  has  been  compelled  to  de- 
clare a  nation-w'de  strike  against  the  We^i- 
em  Union  and  Postal  Telegraph  Companies, 
in  support  of  'the  fundamental  principles  or 
trade  unionism,  i.  e.,  the  right  to  organnet 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  aforesaid  corporations 
have  stood,  and  now  stand,  squarely  opposed 
to  tho  right  of  their  employes  to  affiliate 
themselves  with  the  organization  of  then- 
craft,  the  Commercial  Telegraphers'  Union  or 
America,  which  is  affiliated  with  the  Ameri- 
can   Federation   of   Labor;    and 

WHEREAS,  This  arbitrary  and  unwarranv 
ed  action  on  the  part  of  these  employing 
companies  is  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
spirit  of  American  democracy  and  indepemi- 
ence;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  Thirty-ninth  Session 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  that 
this  autocratic  policy  of  the  Western  Union 
and  Postal  Telegraph  Companies  toward  tts 
union  employes  be  condemned  as  intolerable 
to  this  great  body  of  representative  Ameri- 
can labor;  and,  be  it  furtiier 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  endorse  fully 
the  strike  now  in  progress  and  tiae  spirR 
of  true  Americanism  displayed  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Commercial  Telegraphers'  Union 
in  walking  out  of  their  offices  unitedly  in 
Mlpport  of  tha  right  to  organlsa,  a  right  that 
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ta  now  trafversally  reeoffnised  except  hj  these 
avowed  enemies  of  trade  nniontsm. 

Tour  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  this  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Manion,  Railroad  Telegrapnen : 
Th?s  resolution  was  presented  to  the  con- 
vention prior  to  the  time  act'on  was  had  on 
the  points  at  issue  with  the  telephone  op«r> 
ators.  S'nee  the  introduction  of  the  resnni- 
tlon  the  Postmaster  General  has  laid  down 
certain  principles  to  govern  the  empTo3nnen» 
of  telephone  operators  coming  under  the 
supervision   of   the   Government. 

I,  therefore,  move  as  an  amendment:  "That 
a  comro'ttee  of  two  be  appointed  by  the  cnair- 
man  of  this  convention  to  lay  the  matter 
before  the  Postmaster  General  and  asK  that 
the  principles  laid  down  by  him  ror  %ne 
government  of  telephone  employee  be  extend- 
ed to  include  the  telegraphers  employed  by  the 
Western  Union  and  Postal  Telegrapn  com- 
panies.*' 

The  amendment  was  seconded  and  carried, 
and  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
as  amended  was  adopted. 

Reaolntlon  No.  220 — By  Delegate  Colpoys, 
ef  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Washington, 
D.  C. 

WHEREAS.  There  will  be  held  in  the  cfty 
of  Washington.  D.  C.  on  Independence  Day 
(July  4),  1919,  a  great  Pageant  and  Parade, 
to  b^  known  as  "The  Call  to  Peace":  and 

WHEREAS.  All  the  fHendly  Nafons  of 
the  World  have  signified  their  intention  to 
participate  in  this  grand  pageant  and  parade, 
and  be  represented  by  beautiful  and  histone 
floats    symbolic    of   their    national'ty;    and 

WHEREAS.  Organized  labor  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  through  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  is  invited  to  participate 
In  this  grand  pageant  and  parade,  and  be 
represented  therein  by  a  float  symbol'c  of 
their  attitude  towards  "The  Call  to  Peace"; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  is  recognized  as  the  greatest  potent 
factor  in  the  entire  world  for  the  making 
poss^bV   of   ••The   Call   to    Peace":   and 

WHEREAS.  There  can  be  no  more  fitting 
or  appropriate  time  for  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  demonstrate  to  the  world 
In  a  pract'cal  way  that  the  symbol  of 
••Peace"  is  the  American  Federation  of  Labor; 
therefore,    be   it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  to  tne 
Th'rty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  assembled  in 
Atlantic  C»ty,  N.  J.,  instruct  the  Secretary 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to  far- 
nish  to  the  committee  of  the  Central  Labor 
Union  of  Washington.  D.  C,  selected  to  rep- 
resent "Labor"  in  this  grand  pageant  and  pa* 
rade.  the  necessary  float  ssrmbol'c  of  the  aims 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  toward 
The  Call  to  Peace."  and  render  to  this  same 
eommittee  such  further  necessary  aid  and 
financial  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to 
bave  organized  labor  make  the  grand  ap- 
pearance in  this  pageant  and  parade,  as 
will  be  compatible  with  the  desires  of  the 
delegate  to  this  convention ;  and,  be  It 
further 

RESOLVED,   That  a  copy  of  these  resoTu- 
be    spread    upon    the    miniitea    of   tins 


convention  and  that  eoples  be  sent  to  Freat' 
dent  Woodrow  Wilson,  to  Secretary  Lane,  ta 
Hon.  John  Barriett  and  to  the  President  of 
the  Washington  Central  Labor  Union. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  qmea* 
tion  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
being  represented  in  the  parade  referred  to 
in  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council. 

The  recommendation  of  the  eommittee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  221 — By  Delegate  John  F. 
Murphy,   of   the   Rhode    Island    State    Branch. 

WHEREAS,  In  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
there  is  a  pernicious  law  which  deprives  the 
citizens  of  that  State  of  the  right  of  suffrage 
without  own'ng  real  estate:  and 

WHEREAS,  The  labor  movement  of  that 
State,  through  its  chosen  representatives  at 
the  last  convention  of  the  State  Branch  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  pn>tested  against  ttx'B  un- 
American  law,  and  has  repeatedly  held  pro- 
test meetings,  and  demonstrations  at  the 
State  Capitol:  and 

WHEREAS.  Rhode  Island  is  the  only  State 
in  the  Union  where  this  property  qualification 
law  exists:  therefore,  be  't 

RESOLVED,  That  the  delegates  to  this 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  reaffirm  the  previous 
action  of  this  body,  and  condemn  those  re> 
sponsible  for  the  continuance  of  the  prop- 
erty qualification  law  which  deprives  many 
thousands  of  loyal  American  c'tizens  in  that 
State  of  the  right  to  choose  who  their  rep- 
resentatives shall  be;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Amert- 
ean  Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed  to 
render  all  the  aid  in  their  power  for  tlie 
repeal   of  this    nefarious   law. 

Tour  committee  recommends  the  adoption 
of  this   resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  222 — By  Delegate  ScjFUMWf 
Hastings,  of  the  Motion  Pictnre  Players' 
Union,    No.    16,S77. 

WAEREAS,  The  Motion  Picture  Corpora- 
tion of  Los  Angdes.  California,  owned  and 
controlled  by  members  of  organised  lahor, 
is  preparing  to  produce  mot'on  pictures  for 
exhibition  to  the  public  through  the  motion 
picture  theatres  of  the  world,  to  acquaint 
them  with  the  problems  of  labor  and  thereby 
obtain  the  support  of  public  opinion  in  stabH- 
iz'ng  conditions  and  defeat  the  efforts  of 
employers  to  reduce  wages  from  present 
standards :    and 

WHEREAS,  The  Second  Triennial  Conven- 
tion of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Tram- 
men,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  after  thoroughly 
acquainting  themsdves  with  the  plans  of 
this  company,  passed  resolution,  unanimously, 
on  June  S,  1919,  approving  such  p'ctures, 
depicting  the  act'vities  and  problems  of  labmr, 
thus  assuring  this  movement  the  full  support 
of  their  members:  and 

WHEREAS.  The  officers  of  this  company 
are  ail  union  men  and  will  employ  union 
labor  exclusively  in  all  departments;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention    of    the    American    Federation    of 
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Labor,  endorse  thf  plant  of  th't  company, 
to  produce  motion  pictares  in  the  interest 
of  labor,  and  recommend  that  the  members 
of  all  unions  affiliated  with  this  Federation 
siTe  their  support  and  aid  in  every  proper 
way. 

Inasmuch  as  the  convention  has  already 
referred  a  resolution  of  similar  import  to  the 
Executive  Council,  yonr  committee  recom- 
mends that  this  resolution  take  a  similar 
course. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  196 — By  Delegate  James  A. 
Duncan,  by  instructions  of  the  Seattle  Centrar 
Labor    Council. 

WHEREAS,  To  the  deep  regret  of  the 
workers  of  the  State  of  Wash'ntcton.  Presi- 
dent Wilson  has  recommended  the  repeal  of 
the  national  dry  law,  which  is  to  so  into 
effect   on    July    Ist:    and 

WHEREAS.  Several  thousand  workers  rep- 
resented in  thffl  body  have  been.  I'ke  Pr<^i- 
dent  Samuel  Gompers,  of  the  American  Fed- 
erat'on  of  Labor,  anti-prohibltiontsts  for  forty 
years,  but,  unlike  Mr.  Gompers.  have  had 
their  m'nds  chanRed  by  first  knowledge  of 
the    benefic'al    results    of    dry    laws ;    and 

WHEREAS.  We  believe  it  is  practicaRy 
the  unanimous  view  of  the  workers  of  Wash- 
ington that  the  right  to  manufacture  and  sen 
booze  is  neither  worth  fighting  for  nor  wortn 
having   won :   and 

WHEREAS.  Proh'bition  in  the  SUte  of 
Washington  has  raised  the  standard  of  Irv- 
ing by  diverting  a  large  percentage  of  wages 
formery  wasted  in  drink  to  the  purchase  of 
better  food,  better  clothing  and  better  8h<el- 
ter,  giving  the  workers  additional  fighting 
power  in  the  struggle  with  employers  for  tne 
full  product  of  their  toil,  and  has  dearea 
the  bra'ns  of  the  workers  to  meet  the  prot>- 
lems  which  confront  them;  now,  therefbre 
be   ft 

RESOLVED,  That  after  four  years  of  ex- 
perience  with  prohibition,  the  Central  Lannr 
Council  of  Seattle  and  vicinity  is  convincea 
that  the  best  interests  of  labor  will  be  con- 
served by  the  prohib'ton  of  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors;  that  we 
protest  against  the  repeal  of  the  national 
dry  law,  and  urge  organised  labor  in  all  its 
branches  to  aid  in  its  enforcement;  and,  fur- 
ther, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Council's  delegate 
to  the  A.  P.  of  L.  eonventon  be  instructed 
to  introduce  this  resolution  and  urge  its 
adoption. 

Adopted  by  the  Central  Labor  Council  of 
Seattle  and   vicinity.       May   28,   1919. 

Referred    to   Committee   on    Resolutions. 

Your  Committee  recommends  non-concur- 
rence   with    the    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Conmiittee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  229 — By  Committee  on 
Resolutions : 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  believes  that  our  nation  should  be- 
come the  leading  maritime  nation  of  the 
world   and   never   should    be   dependent   again 


upon  foreign  tonnage,  and  to  that  end  earn- 
estly urges  Congress  to  adopt  plans  enabling 
the  men  employed  in  the  shipyards  to  be 
constantly    employed. 

The   resolution    was    adopted    unanrawusly. 

Resolution  No.  225— By  Delegate  John  B. 
Lennon  of  the  Bloomington  Central  Labor 
Union : 

RESOLVE^D.  That  some  members  of  this 
council  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  meee 
with  representatives  of  organizations  of  dis- 
charged soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  wltb 
the  object  in  view  of  co-operat'on  in  secur- 
ing employment  for  the  returned  men  ana 
also  with  the  object  in  view  of  bringing 
about  a  co-operation  between  the  Federation 
and  soldiers  organization  that  will  protect 
the  boys  in  securing  of  union  wages,  hours 
and    cond'tions    of    emplojrment. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  following 
as   a   substitute   for   Resolution   No.    225. 

That  this  convention  g've  its  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  efforts  made  by  ex-soldiers,  sail- 
ors and  marines  to  protect  themselves  from 
the  attempts  made  by  unpatriotic  employ- 
ers to  take  advantage  of  their  necossites 
to  exploit  them:  that  the  Executive  Council 
be  instructed  to  do  all  within  its  power  to 
assist  ex-sold'ers,  sailors  and  maHn«>fl  to  se- 
cure employment  under  fair  conditions,  and 
that  all  national  and  internat  onal  unions 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  State  Branches  and  Central  Bodies 
be  requested  to  give  full  co-operation  to  that 
end. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted    unanimously. 

Secretary  Frey:  The  committee,  on  its 
own  behalf,  introduced  several  resolutions.  I 
de&'re  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  tbe 
one   I  will   now  report  on. 

The  convention  last  week  instructed  the 
Committee  on  Resolutions  to  bring  in  a  re- 
port defending  Mr.  Basil  Manly  from  an 
attack  made  upon  him  by  the  organized  em- 
ployers of  New  Jersey,  and  reply  to  some 
of  the  statements  made  against  Mr.  Manly  at 
that  time.  Your  committee  had  no  alternative 
but  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  th's  con- 
vention ;  but  your  committee  couM  not  es- 
cape the  fact  that  Mr.  Manly  is  not  the  only 
ind'vidual  who  fs  attacked  by  the  employers. 
The  officers  of  this  Federation,  the  officers  of 
international  unions  and  public  men  wno 
stand  for  the  principles  of  trade  un'on^sm 
have    had    similar    attacks    made    upon    them. 

On  Saturday  the  same  matter  was  brougnt 
before  the  convention  relative  to  a  bili 
brought  before  both  branches  of  Congress 
providing  for  some  joint  commission  com- 
posed of  members  of  labor,  members  of  tbe 
employ' ng  interests  and  representatives  of  tbe 
public.  At  the  head  of  the  list  was  the 
name  of  Frank  P.  Walsh,  the  heaa  oi  this 
Federation  being  in  a  subordinate  position. 
It  is  impossible  for  j^ur  committee  to  re- 
port this  without  calling  your  attention  first 
to  the  fact  that  Mr.  Basil  Manly  :s  apparently 
the  sponsor  for  that  bill.  The  current  re- 
ports are  that  he  had  a  large  part  in  fram- 
ing that  masure,  and  merely  persuaded  Mr. 
Poindexter  to  introduce  it. 

Mr.  Manly  did  not  consult  with  any  mem- 
ber of  organized  labor  or  any  member  of  tbe 
War  Labor  Board  regarding  labor,  he  appar- 
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enty  has  taken  it  upon  himaelf  to  undertake 
the  matter  that  has  Just  been  referred  to. 
It  is  one  of  those  cases  where  w^  would 
be  justified  in  saylns  we  are  not  afraid 
of  our  enemies,  we  can  always  face  tbem, 
but  the  good  Lord  deliver  us  from  our 
friends.  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  have  said 
this  much  before  reading  the  report  which  the 
committee    brought    in,    which    is    as    tollows: 

Resolution  No.  280 — ^By  Committee  on 
Resolutions : 

Your  committee  was  instructed  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  attack  made  by  the  Uanu- 
faetnrers*  Council  of  New  Jersey  upon  Mr. 
Basil  M.  Manly,  coupled  with  their  request 
to  President  Wilson  that  Mr.  Manly  should 
be  removed  as  Joint  Chairman  of  the  Nation- 
al   War   Labor   Board. 

The  cause  for  the  attack  and  request  was 
apparently  some  remarks  which  he  recently 
made  in  explanation  of  data  coDected  rela- 
tive to  war-time  profiteering  by  a  number 
of  well  known  corporations,  who  at  the 
time  of  their  incorporation  found  it  con- 
venient to  secure  their  charters  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  rather  than  from  the 
states  where  their  particular  plants  were  lo- 
cated. Evidently  the  Manufacturers'  Coun- 
cil of  New  Jersey  believed  that  public 
representatives  should  refrain  from  telling  the 
truth  and  be  prevented  from  doing  this  when 
the  truth  is  unpalatable  to  them.  Perhaps 
they  were  actuated  by  a  desire  to  have  pub- 
lic attention  detracted  from  the  refusal  of  one 
large  corporation  in  New  Jersey  to  abide 
by  the  decision  and  award  of  the  National 
War  Labor  Board,  giving  improved  cond'tlons 
of  labor  to  its  employes,  or  the  notorious  fact 
that  most  prominent  among  the  large  cor- 
porations in  several  states  who  refused  to 
carry  out  awards  and  decisions  of  the  National 
War  Labor  Board,  were  those  who  had  se- 
cured 'their  charters  from  the  State  of  New 
Jersey. 

The  attack  upon  Mr.  Basil  M.  Manly  is 
not  different  in  purpose  or  character  to  those 
made  upon  public  men. 

Mr.  Basil  Manly  requires  no  defense  at  tne 
hands  of  this  convention.  To  attempt  to  de- 
fend him  would  make  it  appear  that  we 
believed  this  necessary.  His  record  as 
Chairman  of  the  National  War  Labor  Board 
IS  an  open  book.  His  speeches  and  written 
articles  are  widely  known.  The  public  work 
he  performed  during  the  years  preceding  tne 
war  and  his  activities  since  then  are  too 
well  known  to  this  convention  and  to  the 
public  to  make  special  reference  to  them  at 
this  time  a   necessity. 

Your  coirinxttee  further  more  does  not 
believe  it  essential  in  the  present  instance 
to  prepare  and  present  an  indictment  of  the 
Manufacturers'  Council  of  New  Jersey.  Their 
recent  action  saves  your  committee  tne 
trouble  for  the  association  has  indicted  it- 
self, and  its  failure  to  insist  that  its  mem- 
bers, the  manufacturers  of  New  Jersey  ano 
the  corporations  holding  charters  from  New 
Jersey  who  have  refused  to  do  so  snouid  com- 
ply with  the  award  of  the  National  War 
Labor  Board  so  that  they  could  go  before 
the  public  with  clean  hands,   condemns  them. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  281 — ^By  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions: 

RESOLVED,  That  lady  delegates  and  tne 
wives  of  delegates  attending  this  convention 


adopt  this  method  of  txpressing  their  slneere 
appreciation  for  the  many  kindnesses  and 
courtesies  which  have  been  shown  to  them 
during  their  stay  in  Atlantic  City,  and  for  the 
unfailing  evidences  of  interest  in  their  we»- 
fare,  which  have  been  indicated  at  all  times. 

The   resolution  was    adopted   unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  282— By  Committee  on  Reso- 
lutions : 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  now  ex- 
press its  warm  appreciation  for,  the  presence 
of  Governor  Wm.  R.  Runyon,  on  the  con- 
vention's opening  day,  and  for  the  address 
of    welcome    which    be    Quivered. 

That  we  express  our  highest  esteem  for  Mr. 
Harry  Bacharach.  Mayor  of  Atlantic  Ctty 
not  only  for  the  kindly  and  sincere  nature 
of  the  welcome  which  he  extended  to  tne 
delegates,  but  also  for  the  interest  wh'ch  ne 
has  taken  in  our  welfare  during  our  sojourn 
in  Atlantic  City. 

That  we  convey  to  Brother  Arthur  A. 
Quinn,  President  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Federation  of  Labor  our  sincere  thanks  tot 
the  wdcome  which  he  extended  to  this  con- 
vention and  for  the  efforts  which  he  made 
to  assist  in  the  work  which  the  convention 
had  to  perform. 

That  we  now  convey  to  the  representatives 
of  the  press,  who  have  been  present  during 
the  conrantion,  our  acknowledgment  of  their 
efforts  to  supply  accurate  information  con- 
cerning the  convention's  work  and  for  their 
evident  efforts  to  grasp  and  understand  the 
underlying  factors  affecting  our  trade  union 
movement.  Furthermore  we  thank  them  for 
the  "strike"  which  they  staged  for  our  ben- 
efit and  amusement,  and  compliment  them 
upon  the  united  action  and  influence  which 
thev  manifested  during  this  interesting  event. 

BESOLVS^,  That  we  return  to  our  respec- 
tive duties  with  renewed  determination  to 
extend  the  influences  and  apply  the  methods 
and  policies  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

The    resolution    was    adopted    unanimously. 

Secretary  Frey:  This  completes  the  report 
of  the  committee  which  is  signed: 

JAMES   DUNCAN,    Chairman. 
G.   W.   PERKINS. 
GEORGE    F.    HEDRICR. 

B.  A.    LARGER, 

C.  L.    BAINE. 
JOHN  A.  VOLL. 
MARTIN    P.    RYAN, 
A.   A.   MYRUP. 

J.   W.   MORTON, 
J.    A.    FRANKLIN. 
JAMES    L.    GERNON, 
JOHN   MOORE. 
JOHN   L.   HART, 
H.    C.    COMERFORD, 
JOHN  P.  FREY,  Secretary. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  a  wnoie 
as   amended    was   adopted. 

Vice-President  Duncan  in  the  chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTBB  OIT  IJLW 

Chairman  Tob:n,  for  the  committee,  submit- 
ted  the   following   report: 

Resolution  No.  121— By  Delegates  Matthew 
WoU  of  the  Intemattonal  Photo-Engravers- 
Union ;  Walter  W.  Barrett.  T.  W.  McCul- 
lough  William  Young,  J.  W.  Hays,  of  the 
iBternatkmal   Typosraphical     Union;     George 
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L.  Berry  of  the  International  Printing  Press- 
men and  AflsisUnU'  Union:  Walter  N.  Bed- 
dick,  of  the  International  Brothernood  of 
Bookh.nders;  Charles  A.  Sumner  of  the  In- 
ternational Stereotypers  and  Electrotsrpcsrs* 
Union;  John  J.  Manning  of  the  United  Gar- 
ment Workers: 

Amend  Section  8,  ■  Article  XI  of  the  Con- 
stitution  by   adding   thereto   the   following: 

"Local  unions  shall  be  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  Trades  Assemblies  or  Central 
Labor  Unions  as  follows:  A  union  with 
less  than  60  members,  1  delegate;  a  union 
with  60  members  and  less  than  100.  two 
delegates ;  a  union  with  100  memDers  and  less 
than  200,  three  delegates:  a  un:on  wicn  200 
members  and  less  than  860.  four  delegates ; 
a  union  with  860  members  and  less  than 
600.  five  delegates.  Any  union  having  600 
or  more  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
additional  delegate  for  each  600  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof  up  to  6000  members. 
A  un'on  having  more  than  6000  members 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  additional  delegate 
for    each    1000   or   major    fraction    thereof. 

The  section  as  amended  to  read  as  fol- 
lows: "Section  8. — Where  there  are  one  or 
more  local  unions  in  any  city  belonging  to 
any  national  or  international  union  affiliated 
with  this  Federation  they  may  organize  a 
Trades  Assembly  or  Central  Labor  Union. 
or  shaU  join  such  body  if  already  in  exist- 
ence. Local  unions  shall  be  entitled  to 
representation  in  Trades  Assemblies  or  Cen- 
tral Labor  Unions  as  follows:  A  union 
with  less  than  60  members,  one  delegate ;  a 
union  with  60  members  and  less  than  100. 
two  delegates;  a  union  with  100  memoers 
and  less  than  200.  three  delegates;  a  union 
with  200  members  and  less  than  860,  four  del- 
egates; a  union  with  860  members  and  less 
than  600,  five  delegates.  Any  union  having 
600  or  more  members  shall  be  entitled  to  one 
additional  delegate  for  each  600  members  or 
major  fraction  thereof  up  to  6000  members; 
a  union  hav'ng  more  than  6000  members 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  additional  delegate 
for  each  1000  or  major  fraction  thereof." 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  investigation  as  to  the  present  form  of 
representation  *  and  election  of  delegates  to 
central  bodies.  In  view  of  tba  fact  that 
there  is  no  law  now  governing  representa- 
tion in  central  bodies  and  also  because  of  the 
fact  that  there  is  a  great  differanoe  in  the 
forms  of  representation  in  many  central 
bodies  throughout  the  country,  your  com- 
mittee believes  that  if  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil will  make  an  investigation  and  bring 
in  its  report  to  the  next  convention  that  then 
the  convention  will  be  mora  thoroughly  in- 
formed as  to  how  to  proceed  in  regard  to 
the  adoption  of  the  change  in  the  constitu- 
tion as  contained  in  the  above  resolution. 

The  report  of  th'e  committee  was  adopted. 
•  The  committee  amended  Resolution  No.  119 
by  substituting  the  word  "revoke"  for  tne 
word  "suspend"  in  the  second  to  the  last  line 
and  by  striking  out  the  last  four  words. 
The  amended  resolution  reads: 

Resolution   No.    11»— By   Delegates   Matthew 


Woll  of  the  International  Photo-Engravers 
Un!on;  M.  G.  Scott,  Walter  W.  Barrett,  T.  W. 
McCullough,  J.  W.  Hays,  of  the  International 
Typographical  Union;  George  L.  Berry  of  the 
International  Printing  Pressmen  and  Assis- 
tantrf*  Union ;  Walter  N.  Reddick  of  the  Inter- 
national Association  of  Bookbinders ;  Charles 
A.  Sumner,  of  the  International  Stereotypers 
and  Electrot3rpers'  Union;  John  J.  ^Manning 
of  the  United  Garment  Workers: 

Amend  Section  6,  Article  XI,  of  the  Con- 
stitution by  inserting  in  the  fifth  line  after 
the  word  "strike"  the  words  "or  to  tas* 
a  strike  vote."  Also  by  adding  to  the  same 
section  the  foUowing:  "A  violation  of  this 
law  shall  be  sufficient  cause  for  the  Execu- 
tive Council  to  suspend  the  charter  and  expel 
the  organization."  The  Section  as  amended 
to   read: 

SECTION  6.  No  Central  Labor  Union,  or 
other  central  body  of  delegates,  shall  have 
the  authority  or  power  to  order  any  organ- 
ization, afiUiated  with  such  central  labor 
union,  or  other  central  labor  body,  on  strike, 
or  to  take  a  strike  vote,  where  such  organ- 
ization has  a  national  organization,  until  the 
proper  authorities  of  such  national  or  in- 
temational  organization  have  been  consulted 
and  agreed  to  such  action.  A  violation  of 
this  law  shall  be  sufficient  cause  for  the 
Executive    Council    to    revoke    the    charter. 

Section  6  of  the  constitution  as  amended 
reads  as  follows: 

SECTION  5.  No  Central  Labor  Un!on.  or 
other  central  body  of  delegates,  snan  have 
the  authority  or  power  to  order  any  organi- 
zation, affiliated  with  such  central  labor 
union,  or  other  central  labor  body,  on  strike 
or  to  take  a  strike  vote,  where  such  organi- 
zation has  a  national  organization,  unt.1  the 
proper  authorities  of  such  national  or  niLer- 
national  organisations  have  been  consulted 
and  agreed  to  such  action.  A  violation  of  this 
law  shall  be  sufficient  cause  for  the  Execu- 
tive CouneH  to  revoke  the  charter. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence  m 
the  resolution  as  amended. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  adopted. 

Delegate  SiUinsky:  I  just  want  to  be  in- 
formed if  the  privilege  of  one  central  body 
circulating  letters  to  other  central  bodies  is 
abridged  in  th's   resolution. 

Chairman  Tobin:  The  only  change  in  tne 
constitution  as  it  now  reads  is  by  adding  the 
words  "revoke  the  charter,"  that  it  shaU  be 
sufficient  cause  to  revoke  the  charter.  The 
present  law  gives  the  Executive  Council  that 
power,  but  the  words  were  not  contained  in 
the  constitution  rdative  to  sending  litera- 
ture throughout  the  country,  as  referred  to  in 
the    committee's    report    last    Saturday. 

Delegate  Gorenstoin,  Ladies  Garment  Work- 
ers, objected  to  statements  in  some  of  the 
newspapers  that  the  measure  proposed  ia 
Resolution  No.  119  constituted  a  fight  between 
the  Radicals  and  Conservatives,  and  that  it 
was  a  measure  which  the  Radicals  pressed 
further  than   others. 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists :  I  would  like  to 
ask  for  a  point  of  information:  in  case  a 
Central    Body   desires    to    move   for    economic 
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improvement  and  a  majority,  or  two-thtraa 
of  the  affiliated  orsanisations  and  their 
International  Unions  have  sanctioned  that 
movement  to  the  extent  of  a  strike,  and  one- 
third  or  less  of  the  organisations  affiliated 
refuse  to  go  along,  is  there  any  power  to 
compel  or  force  the  minority  to  go  along 
with  the  majority  in  case  a  strike  is  neces- 
sary, or  in  case  of  a  lockout  T 

Vice-President  Duncan:  The  purport  of 
the  situation  would  he  that  in  the  event  or 
such  a  situat'on  arising,  the  International 
officers  of  the  organizations  refusing  to  co- 
operate would  be  communicated  with  and 
their  influence  would  be  used  to  have  the 
movement  as  nearly  unanimous  as  possible. 

Delegate  Grow:  If  the  minority,  so-called 
of  ihe  Internationals  were  to  refuse  to  co- 
operate, would  the  Central  Body  then  be 
forced  to  refrain  from  requesting  and  forc- 
ing those  m'nority  organizations  to  go  along 
with    the    majority? 

Vice-President  Duncan:  They  would  not 
be  restrained  from  endeavoring  to  have  them 
go  along,  but  I  don't  know  what  they  might 
do  to  force  it.  If  there  is  such  a  thing  in 
the  minds  of  the  Radicals  as  free  speech, 
free  action,  etc.  it  would  not  be  a  good  thing 
for  the  Radicals  to  try  and  force  sucn  a 
thing  down  the  throats  of  those  who  don't 
believe  in  it. 

Delegate  Hays,  Typographical  Union,  in 
discussing    the    question,    said    in    part: 

When  this  resolution  was  presented  to  the 
convention  on  Saturday  a  delegate  took  the 
floor  and  said  ba  knew  the  resolution  was 
aimed  at  Seattle.  I  want  to  say  in  reply  if 
the  coat  fits  him  he  is  perfectly  welcome  to 
put  it  on,  but  this  resolution  is  not  aimed 
at  Seattle  any  more  than  it  is  aimed  at  other 
jurisd  ctions  in  territory  covered  by  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor.  There  is  at. 
the  present  time,  especially  m  the  territory 
to  the  north  of  us,  the  Dominion  of  Canaoa, 
and  spreading  to  more  than  one  jurisdict'on 
in  the  United  States,  a  spec'al  effort  being 
made  through  Central  Bodies  to  order  Inter- 
national Unions  on  strike,  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  anything  particularly  for  the 
Local  Unions  that  are  affiliated  with  the 
International  Unions^  but  for  the  purpose  of 
stirring  up  trouble  and  getting  those  local 
Unions  away  from  the  international  trade  un- 
ion movement.  The  aim  is  to  alienate  the  Local 
Unions  from  their  International  Unions,  and 
in  that  manner  alienate  them  from  the  Amer- 
ican Federat'on  of  Labor.  It  is  a  question 
of  the  life  or  death  of  the  international  traae 
union  movement  and  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  and  I  want  to  say  right  here 
and  now  that  as  far  as  the  International 
Typographical  Union  is  concerned — and  I 
think  this  will  apply  to  all  the  rest  of  the 
International  Un'ons  we  are  not  going  lo 
stand  for  any  foolishness  of  that  kind,  and 
we  don't  care  who  likes  it  or  who  doesn-v 
like  it.  As  far  as  we  are  concerned,  we  are 
going  to  fight  it  and  fight  it  hard. 

We  have  had  a  considerable  amount  or 
trouble  and  it  has  coet  us  considerable  money 
recently  in  the  city  of  Winn'peg,  wnere  our 
members  are  not  able  to  work,  although  they 
didn't  go  on  strike,  but  because  of  the  strike 


of  other  people  in  that  Jurisdiction.  We 
were  successful  in  all  that  jurisdiction  m  our 
Local  Unions  refusing  to  vote  or  to  vote 
against  the  strike,  but  it  appears  tnat  a 
vote  against,  or  a  refusal  to  vote  is  no  pro- 
tection to  the  organization  so  far  as  a  Cen- 
tral Body  is  concerned.  In  Winnipeg  our 
Union  refused  to  Uke  a  vote  at  all,  but  tne 
Central  Body  decided  that  the  vote  had  been 
carried  because  the  other  Unions  had  voted 
in  favor  of  it,  and  therefore  the  Typographi- 
cal Union  was  bound  to  strike.  The  same 
thing  applied  to  the  Pressmen,  who  an«> 
wards  were  drawn  out  on  strike  by  tbe 
argxunent  that  the  other  Unions  had  voted 
for   it. 

And  what  was  the  strike  for?  The  strike 
ostensibly  was  in  behalf  of  some  metal  work- 
ers who  had  been  unable  to  secure  recog- 
nition for  the  union,  but  after  the  strike  was 
on  and  everything  was  in  a  chaotic  condi- 
tion, it  was  discovered  that  was  nothing  but 
the  excuse  for  a  general  strike,  and  the 
arguments  that  were  made  before  the  strike 
gatherings  and  before  the  local  unions  by 
the  people  responsible  for  the  strike  were 
that  "we  want  you  with  us  and  we  want 
to  get  you  away  from  your  International 
Unions.  We  want  the  'one  big  Union.'  and 
We  want  that  'One  big  Union*  todfry."  One 
of  the  leaders  in  that  difficulty,  referring 
especially  to  me,  said:  "I  realize  the  posi- 
tion Mr.  Hays  is  in.  He  ^presents  an 
International  Union,  and  he  is  paid  to  come 
here  and  make  that  kind  of  an  argumeu*. 
and  I  don't  blame  him.  because  that's  tne 
way  he  makes  hs  living."  When  i  asked 
him  what  he  represented  and  how  he  made 
his  living  he  said  I  insulted  him  and  jumped 
off  the  platform. 

The  fact  remains  that  the  movement  naa 
for  its  main  object  the  alienating  of  tbe 
Local  Unions  from  their  Internationals,  and 
alienating  so  much  as  poss'ble  the  enure 
labor  movement  from  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  and  going  out  on  a  new  pro- 
position that  to  me  is  no  more  than  a  wild 
eyed  proposal;  it  is  ridiculous  to  take  tne 
people  away  from  the  one  thing  that  can 
be  of  benefit  to  them  and  try  to  get  mem 
into  something  that  will  not  be  a  benent  to 
them.  If  I  know  the  trade  union  move- 
at  all,  I  will  say  again  that  the  Typographi- 
cal Union  is  not  going  to  stand  for  any 
foolishness  of  that  kind  and  that  we  are  go- 
ing to  do  something,  if  this  Federation  does 
not  take  some  action,  to  stop  th'.n^  or  tnat 
kind   in   the   Central    Bodies. 

Delegate  James  A.  Duncan  took  exceptfon 
to  the  statement  made  by  Delegate  Hays  that 
he  (Delegate  Duncan),  had  stated  that  th« 
report  made  by  the  committee  on  Saturday 
was  aimed  directly  at  Seattle.  He  stated  that 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  had  read 
circular  letters  from  Vallejo,  Californ'a,  con- 
taining circulars  issued  by  the  Seattle  Ge»- 
tral  Body,  and  that  he  was  therefore  jostl' 
fled   in   the  statement  he   had   made. 

He  claimed  that  Delegate  Hays  had  given 
some  wrong  impressions  relative  to  the  strike 
in  Winnipeg,  stating  that  he  had  visited  that 
city  en  route  to  the  convention  to  learn  tne 
true  facts  :n  connection  with  the  strike,  and 
that  he  found  there  never  was  a  time  smce 
the  inception  of  the  strike  that  it  could  not 
have  been  settled  insofar  as  the  workers  were 
concerned,  on  the  basis  of  the  right  or  tbe 
workers    to    bargain    coUectivdy. 

Continuing,  he  said:  If  that  principle  Ts  at 
stake  in  any  city,  Internationals  or  no  Inter- 
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nationals,  if  the  nnionirta  of  that  city  have 
W  red  blood  in  them  at  aU  they  are  ^mm 
to  riae  up  in  their  might  ana  qutt  worfc 
until  their  right  in  that  ^^V^l^^"^  J^l'^^J^^ 
is  recognised.  I  spoke  to  eight  or  ten  tnou- 
sand  people  in  Victoria  Park  myself,  and  I 
placed  myself  squarely  on  record  .»»„^«Jf« 
violently  opposed  to  the  "one-big-union  idc«» 
but  solong  M  they  keep  the  Usue  clear  with 
^rd  to  the  right  of  the  workers  to  organ- 
iSSTand  to  bargain  coUectively.  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  majority  ^i  tn€  yroTKenjM 
over  the  United  States  and  Canada  are  with 
them.  I  don't  like  their  "one-big-union 
movement,  but  to  join  hands  with  the  Tx»es« 
in  calling  them  Bolshevists  when  th^r  do 
go  out  to  put  that  principle  into  effect  Is 
•omething  that  we  ought  to  go  slow  on. 

As  far  as  the  amendment  suggested  is 
concerned,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  doesn't  put 
any  more  teeth  into  the  constitution  than 
were  there  before,  and  often  times  Local 
Unions,  if  you  please,  in  spite  of  International 
Unions,  rise  up  in  their  might  and  go  on 
strike^  So  I  say  that  it  will  aU  depend  on 
the  merito  of  the  case  involved  whetner  or 
not  anything  is  written  into  the  constitution 
that  will  be  strickly  observed  to  the  letter. 
Delegate  Grow.  Machinists,  concurred  m  the 
views  expressed  by  Delegate  Duncan  and  said 
that  in  his  opinion,  regardless  of  law,  the 
workers  wotild  protect  their  economic  inter- 
ests in  the  way  that  seemed  best  to  them. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Cha'rman  Tobin:  This  conclude  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Law,  which  Is  re- 
spectfully   submitted    and    signed : 

DANIEL  J.  TOBIN,  Chairman, 
JAMES  P.  HOLLAND. 
FLORENCE    ETHERIDGB, 
THOS.  F.  FLAHERTY, 
D.  A.  CAREY. 
EDGAR  S.  HURLEY. 
TIMOTHY    HEALY, 
JOSEPH   PROEBSTLE, 
DENNIS  LANE, 
J.   A.   ROSS. 

MARTIN  T.  JOYCE,  Secret&ry- 
The   report   of   the   committee   as   a   whole, 
as  amended,   was   adopted. 
REPORT    OP    OOMMITTEB    ON   SHORTER 
WORKDAY. 
Delegate  J.  W.  Hayes,  secretary  of  the  com- 
mittee,  submitted   the   following: 

Resolution  No.  172— By  Delegates  C.  W. 
Grow.  Wm.  Schoenberg.  H.  W.  Brown.  John 
J.  Connolly,  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists: 

WHEREAS,  The  necessity  of  a  shorter 
work  day  and  a  shorter  work  week  is  most 
essential  to  the  full  economic  life  and  wel- 
fare of  the  workers;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  securing  of  the  shorter 
workday  and  week  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  and  through  the  proper  co-ordination  of 
all  the  elements  of  Organized  Labor  of  this 
country,  affiliafed  with  the  A.  P.  of  L.;  and 
WHEREAS,  The  only  practical  method  of 
inaugurating  such  shorter  hours  of  toil  in 
all  American  industry  where  it  has  not  as 
yet  been  esteblished.  is  by  inaugurating  a 
campaign  under  the  direct  supervision  of  tne 
Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  in  con- 
junction w:th  the  Presidents  of  all  affiliated 
National  and  International  Organizations; 
and 

WHEREAS,  This  campaign  should  begtn 
immediately  following  the  adjournment  of  this 
Convention;  therefore,  be  it 


RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  CouncU 
of  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  is  hereby  authorized  ano 
instructed  to  call  a  conference  at  an  early 
date  in  the  City  of  Chicago.  Th«J>«»7»*S 
to  be  composed^  of  the  ^Presidents  of  ^ 
affiliated  National  and  International  Organ- 
izations; and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  this  conference  is  di- 
rected to  take  up  the  shorter  work  day.  to 
consist  of  not  more  than  eight  hours  for  tne 
first  five  days  of  the  week  and  not  to  exceed 
four  hours  on  Saturday. 

RESOLVED,  That  this  eonforence  sh^ 
exert  its  full  influence  and  power  to  estab- 
lish within  the  shortest  possible  time,  the 
intents  and  purposes  as  set  forth  in  this 
Resolution. 

Your  committee  agrees  with  the  declaration 
made  in  the  resolution  that  there  is  neces- 
sity for  a  shorter  work  week,  and  that  this 
shorter  work  week  can  only  be  accomplished 
for  the  general  labor  movement  by  the  co- 
ordination of  all  the  branches  of  organi- 
zed  labor  of  the  country. 

It  agrees  also  that  in  order  to  inaugurate 
a  campaign  to  bring  about  the  desired  result 
on  a  shorter  work  week  proposition  the  tax" 
ecutive  Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  should  co-operate  with  the  officers 
of  international  and  national  unions  wnen 
efforts  of  those  organizations  along  the  lines 
mentioned  are  being  put  forth.  It  also  agrees 
that  a  campaign  on  the  shorter  work  day  can- 
not begn  too  soon,  but  it  does  not  feel  that 
it  would  be  wse  at  this  time  to  instruct 
the  Executive  Council  to  call  a  conference  at 
a  specified  place  of  the  presidents  of  all  affil- 
iated unions  or  that  this  convention  should 
give  directions  to  such  a  conference  if  one 
is  called. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommends  that 
this  convention  declare  in  favor  of  the  8- 
hour-day  as  a  maximum  work  day  and  the 
44-hour    week,    and    instructs    the    Executive 

Council  to  use  its  best  efforts  in  assisting  any 
organization    that    is    endeavoring   to    inaugu- 
rate  these   working   hours. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
Resolutions  Nos.  114  and  168  were  reported 
upon  jointly.     They  are  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  114— By  Delegate  George 
H.  Wrenn,  of  the  Massachusetts  Steto 
Branch. 

WHEREAS.  The  Post  Office  Department 
has  instituted  a  policy  under  which  the  work- 
ing hours  of  railway  mail  clerks  have  been 
lengthened  at  a  time  when  the  hours  o< 
workmen  everywhere  have  been  shortened — 
a  policy  which  has  seriously  affected  the  home 
life  and  social  conditions  of  a  large  number 
of  postel   employes   in  New  England:  and 

WHEREAS,  Railway  Postal  Clerks  are  the 
only  employes  from  whom  the  government 
expects  and  demands  unlimited  hours  of  ser- 
vice;   therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  this  Convention  requests 
the  Congress  to  repeal  that  section  or  tne 
postal  laws  (Section  1699)  which  says  tnat 
"the  entire  time"  of  railway  mail  clerks  is 
subject  to  the  control  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, and  to  substitute  in  its  stead  a 
new  section,  esteblishing  a  standard  day  for 
railway  mail  clerks  in  which  the  hours  to  De 
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required  for  them  shall  be  clearly  dettnea; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  in  fixing  the  standard 
oonsideration  be  g'.ven  and  all  credit  allowed 
for  the  work  which  these  clerks  are  oeiiged 
to  perform  for  the  Government  in  their  own 
homes  when  off  road  duty;  and  also  that  a 
reasonable  limit  be  set  to  the  time  that  they 
may  be  detained  between  trips  at  the  out- 
ward terminuh  of  their  runs,  and  that  every 
minute  which  it  shall  be  necessary  to  oetatn 
them  beyond  that  reasonable  Tiinit  shall  be 
counted  as  a  part  of  their  working  time 
whether  or  not  they  are  actually  perforrotns 
service. 

Resolution  No.  168 — By  E.  J.  Ryan,  H.  W. 
Strickland.  R.  E.  Plymale,  RaUway  MaU 
Association : 

WHEREAS,  The  working  hours  of  RaUway 
Postal  Clerks  are  being  lengthened  at  a  time 
when  the  hours  of  workmen  everywhere  are 
being  shortened,  and  as  these  men  complain 
that  an  uncommon  and  unwarrantable  hard- 
ship is  thus  being  imposed  upon  them,  that 
their  health  and  safety  are  bving  sacrifloed; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Federation  of 
Labor  has  always  contended  and  has  ac 
length  successfully  demonstrated  that  neither 
elticiency  nor  economy  is  promoted  by  sucn 
methods — a  fact  which  has  been  strikingly 
proved  and  candidly  admitted  again  and 
again;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  request  the 
United  States  Congress  to  establish  a  stan- 
dard day  of  road  duty  applicaUe  to  the  Rail- 
way Mail  Service;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  due  credit  be  given  for 
the  duties  necessarily  performed  in  this  ser- 
vice while  not  on  road  duty  so  that  the 
average  of  aggregate  duty  will  not  exceed 
the  Governmental  standards  that  have  been 
determined  and  are  now  applicable  to  tne 
employees  of  the  Government  controlled  trans- 
portation companies. 

Your  committee  held  quite  an  extended 
hearing  upon  these  resolutions,  which  have 
for  their  object  the  establishment  of  a  stan- 
dard day  of  road  duty  in  the  raflway  man 
service  and  also  the  making  of  provisions 
that  time  employed  by  a  railway  mail  clerk 
in  applying  himself  to  necessary  study  while 
off  the  road  in  OTd4r  to  be  able  to  meet  the 
frequent  examinations  called  for  under  the 
Postal  laws  be  credited  so  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  hours  employed  will  not  exceed  tne 
Governmental  standards  that  have  been  adop- 
ted for  the  people  in  train  service. 

Your  committee  found  that  the  conoftion 
existing  in  the  employment  of  railway  man 
derks  was  most  deplorable.  It  was  Drougnt 
out  that  there  was  no  limit  to  the  numver 
of  hours  that  a  clerk  might  be  called  upon 
to  remain  on  service,  and  that  where  regular 
runs  were  assigned  to  a  clerk  he  might  he 
ostensibly  off  duty  for  certain  days,  but  that 
while  he  was  not  on  duty  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  devote  the  most  of  his  tnne  vo 
the  study  of  the  business  for  «ne  reason  tnat 
he  is  required  to  pass  examinations  at  stated 
periods,    and   under   the   requirements    of   the 


Postal  service  in  these  Civil  Service  examina- 
tions unless  a  high  average  of  efficiency  li 
shown  the  employe  is  demoted  or  diaehargeo. 
When  this  is  taken  into  consideration  it  bs 
found  that  the  Postal  clerk  in  many  instances 
has  practically  no  time  off,  and  that  there  n 
nothing  about  the  industry  which  puts  it  In 
a  class  that  can  be  termed  a  stabilised  busi- 
ness. It  was  further  shown  that  other  classes 
of  railway  employes  had  standard  days  ot 
work  and  extra  pay  for  overtime  that  was 
not  enjoyed  by  the  Postal  clerks. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommends  the 
adoption  of  the  x^solutions  as  read. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopteo. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  following 
substitute  for  Resolution  No.  167: 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  delcared  policy  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  that  there 
should  be  no  discrimination  in  the  employ- 
ment of  women,  and  that  where  women  are 
employed  they  shall  receive  the  same  wages 
and  have  the  same  conditions  under  which 
to  work  as  are  given  to  men.  It  is.  how« 
ever,  realised  that  there  is  necessity  ror  tne 
protection  of  the  health  of  women  workers; 
that  unless  this  protection  is  given  them  the 
race  cannot  continue  to  progress  as  it  is  de- 
sired that  it  should. 

It  is  therefore  the  opinion  of  your  eum- 
mittee  that  necessary  laws  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  health  of  the  women  in  industry 
should  be  passed,  and  that  one  of  the  moac 
potent  laws  to  this  end  is  that  which  pro- 
vides for  the  shortening  of  the  work  day 
and  the  work  week.  Your  committee  believes 
that  if  these  points  are  kept  in  mind  there 
will  be  no  necessity  for  discussion  as  to  tne 
moral  effect  of  any  hours  of  work  upon  female 
employes. 

The   report  of  the  commltee   was   adopted. 

Resolution  No.  93 — By  Delegates  E.  J. 
Ryan,  Railway  Mail  Association;  Edward  J. 
Gainor,  National  Association  of  Letter  uar- 
riers;  Thomas  F.  Flaherty,  National  Federa- 
tion  of   Postal   Employes. 

WHEREIAS,  The  Eight-Hour  Law.  regulat- 
ing the  hours  of  work  for  post  office  clerks 
and  city  letter  carriers,  and  railway  postal 
clerks  assigned  to  terminal  and  transfer 
offices,  provides  that  only  in  emergencies 
shall  overtime  be  imposed,  and  for  sucn  ovei^ 
time  the  reguar  rate  of  pay  shaU  be  paid; 
and 

WHEREAS.  It  is  the  trade  union  principle, 
a  principle  now  almost  universally  in  effect 
in  private  industries,  on  Government  con- 
tract work  and  in  many  branches  or  %oe 
Government  service  that  overtime  work  must 
be  compensated  for  at  a  higher  rate  of  pay; 
and 

WHEREAS.  In  the  absence  of  any  such 
penalty  for  work  in  excess  of  eight  hours 
in  the  postal  service,  the  practice  has  de- 
veloped of  imposing  excessively  long  hours 
of  work  daily  upon  the  experienced  men 
instead  of  keeping  the  working  force  recrurt- 
ed  to  a  proper  standard;  and 

WHEREAS.  This  excessive  overtime  m 
breaking  down  the  health  and  morale  of  the 
men  in  the  service,  it  is  the  direct  cause 
of  the  resignation  of  many  employes,  and 
is  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  servree; 
therefore,  be  it 
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RESOLVED.  That  this  Thirty-ninth  Con- 
vention of  the  Ameriean  Federation  of  Labor 
pledges  its  sapport  to  the  Affiliated  Postal 
Employes  in  their  efforts  to  insure  a  more 
strict  observance  of  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  postal  Eiffht-Honr  Law  by  seenrtng 
legislation  establishing  a  rate  of  time  ana 
one-half  for  all  work  done  In  excess  of  eight 
hours. 

In  recommending  that  the  above  resolution 
be  adopted  your  committee  desires  to  emph^* 
size  the  fact  that  it  appears  to  be  necessary 
to  provide  for  price  and  one-half  or  donbhs 
price  for  time  worked  over  a  specified  nmnber 
of  hours  and  time  worked  on  Sunday  and 
holidays  in  order  to  so  far  as  possible  prevent 
the  working  of  members  of  labor  organrsa- 
tions  beyond  what  are  recognised  to  be  reaa- 
onable  hours  and  those  named  in  contracts 
and  wage  scales.  The  employers  of  labor  fre- 
quently ridicule  the  penalising  of  overtime 
with  the  statement  that  it  is  inconsistent 
for  labor  organisations  to  demand  a  shorter 
work  day  and  then  provide  for  a  different 
price  for  time  worked  beyond  the  hours 
named. 

This  is  a  specious  argument  and  pui  zorth 
only  for  the  purpose  of  confusing  ana  cloud- 
ing the  issue.  The  increased  price  for  over- 
time, Sundays  and  holidays  is  made  for  the 
purpose  of,  so  far  as  possible,  preventing 
the  working  of  people  during  these  times  and 
hours.  Practically  all,  if  not  aU  of  tbe 
International  unions  have  been  aUe  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  overtime  rates  in  eontracts 
with  private  employers,  and  your  committee 
can  see  no  poss'.Ue  reason  why  the  Govern- 
ment under  which  we  live  should  not  give 
to  its  employes  at  least  as  good  conditions, 
as  good  wages  and  as  short  hours  as  is  given 
in  any  of  the  industries  conducted  by  citizen 
employers  of  labor. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adoptea. 

Resolution  No.  106 — ^By  Ddegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Pa- 
perhangers  of  America: 

WHEREAS,  Public  opinion  demands  that 
the  Government  be  a  modd  employer  and 
that  the  wages  and  working  conditions  of 
men  in  its  employ  be  at  least  equal  to  the 
wages  and  working  conditions  of  men  in  tne 
employe  of  the  most  liberal  private  employ- 
ers ;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  forty-four  hour  week  has 
been  established  in  the  larger  industries  and 
accepted  by  progressive  business  men ;  ana 

WHEREAS,  Experience  has  demonstrated 
that  piece  work  means  poor  work  and  is  un- 
desirable from  every  point  of  view;  therefore, 
be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed  to  use 
their  good  offices  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  the  end.  (1)  That  the  forty-four 
hclir  week  shall  be  established  in  aU  Navy 
Yards;  (2)  that  all  piece  work  shaU  be  aool- 
ished  in  Navy  Yards;  and  (8)  that  no  work- 
man shall  be  required  to  do  any  work  otner 


than   that   of   the    eraft   under    which    he   ta 
classified. 

These  resolutions  seek  to  instruct  the  offi- 
cials of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  to 
endeavor  to  induce  the  &dcretary  of  the  Navy 
to  put  a  stop  to  the  present  system  of  doing 
pieee  work  in  the  'Navy  yards,  inaugurate 
the  44-hDur  week  and  impose  no  tasks  on 
workmen  at  sny  work  other  than  that  of  the 
crafts  under  which  he  is  classified. 

The  hearing  of  your  committee  brought 
oint  the  fket  that  artisans  who  entered  the 
Navy  yards  as  qualified  for  certain  work  and 
expecting  to  be  employed  at  that  class  of 
work  were  put  on  regular  service  in  the  Navy 
and  people  without  experience  put  upon  tne 
work  at  which  the  experienced  man  should  be 
employed.  It  appears  to  your  committee  that 
this  is  not  on^  an  injustice  to  the  skilled 
employe  who  goes  into  the  Navy  yards,  but  It 
is  a  pernicious  and  expensive  system  for  any 
Government    department   to    follow. 

We  therefore  reconmiend  the  adoption  of 
this  portion  of  the  resolution. 

As  your  committee  has  already  made  a 
favorable  recommendation  on  tne  4<-iiour 
week  we  recommend  the  adoption  of  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  referring  to  t&ls 
subject. 

Referring  to  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
which  says  "that  all  piece  work  shall  be 
abolished  in  Navy  yards,"  your  committee  oe- 
sires  to  emphasize  the  fact  that  it  believes 
the  system  of  putting  artisans  upon  a  pteee 
basis  is  most  objectionable  in  private  indus- 
try, and  when  put  into  effect  in  Governmental 
departments  is  wholly  unsuccessful  and  with' 
out  justification.  There  can  be  no  question 
that  the  proper  method  to  be  employee  tn 
Government  departments  is  upon  a  fixed  price 
for  certain  hours  of  work,  and  this  conven- 
tion should  do  everything  it  can  to  brmg 
about  this  desired  reform. 

Your  committee  therefore  recommends  tnat 
that  portion  of  the  resolution  referring  to 
piece  work  in  the  Navy  yards  be  endorsed  and 
the  Executive  Council  be  instructed  to  lend 
such  assistance  as  it  can  in  carrying  out  all 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  entire  reso- 
lution. 

Delegate  McGowan,  BoUer  Makers,  offered 
an  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  the  words  "or  War  Department"  be 
included  in  the  proi>er  places  m  the  recom- 
mendation. 

The  amendment  was  seconded  and  carried. 

The  report  of  the  committee  as  amenoea 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  160— By  Delegates  C.  If. 
Grow,  H.  W.  Brown,  John  J.  Connolly,  Wm. 
Schoenberg,  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists: 

WHEREAS.  Since  the  very  inception  of 
the  organization  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  an  un- 
tiring campaign  has  been  conducted  by  the 
Federation  and  its  affiliated  organizations  for 
the  establishment  of  the  universal  eight-hour 
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work  day  for  the  men  and  women  who  toil; 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  great  edneational  ana 
aeonomie  campaign  that  has  heen  eoneistentiy 
earried  on  has  heen  the  meant  of  oonier- 
ring  a  great  heneflt  upon  milliona  of  worken 
and  their  families;  and    . 

WHEREAS,  Tremendous  changes  nave 
taken  place  in  the  industries  of  this  country 
and  of  the  world,  due  to  the  introduction  of 
new  machinery,  tools,  processes  and  methods 
•f  efficiency,  and  production  of  commodities 
which  has  Increased  to  a  great  degree;  tnere- 
fore.  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  A.  P.  of  L.  and  Rs 
affiliated  National  and  International  organi- 
sations conduct  in  the  future  a  campaign  of 
education  to  estahlish  the  Universal  Six-Hour 
Day  in  the  industries  covered  by  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  A.  P.  of  L.  and  its  affiliated 
organizations. 

Your  committee,!  in  giving  consideration  to 
Resolution  No.  160,  took  up  in  connection 
therewith  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  under  the  caption,  "The 
Shorter  Work-Day,"  and  that  portion  of  tne 
Reconstruction  Program  of  the  Executive 
Council  under  the  caption,  "Hours  or 
Labor." 

The  shorter  work-day  portion  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council's  report  reads  as  follows: 
Tha  Shortar  Workday 

In  another  section  of  this  report,  that  is, 
the  Reconstruction  Program  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor,  which  has  been 
approved  by  us,  tbv)  subject  of  hours  of  labor 
is  considered.  In  view  of  the  several  resolu- 
tions of  the  St.  Paul  Convention  dealing  with 
the  subject  of  the  eight-hour  day  and  the  di- 
rections of  the  convention  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  should  continue  its  work 
along  the  line  of  the  shorter  workday  activi- 
ties, we  feel  it  necessary  to  make  further  ref- 
erence to  the  subject,  for  there  is  nothing  in 
which  labor  is  more  vitallv  interested  than 
in  fewer  hours  of  daily  toil  whereby  are  af- 
forded leisure  for  rest  and  recuperation  and 
opportunity  for  the  things  that  make  life 
worth   living. 

In  the  statistical  section  of  this  report 
record  is  made  of  those  organisations  which 
have  been  successful  during  the  year  in 
•stablishing  the  shorter  workday.  In  every 
way  within  its  power  the  A.  P.  of  L.,  through 
its  executive  officers  and  organizers,  has 
assisted  the  organizations  that  have  made 
the  struggle  for  the  shorter  workday. 

There  Is  nothing  spectacular  in  such  work. 
It  is  the  steady  onward  progress  day  by 
day.  Particularly  in  the  textile  industry 
has  progress  been  made.  Many  of  the 
workers  of  that  trade  now  enjoy  the  forty- 
four-hour  week.  Other  organisations  have 
conducted  vigorous  and  fruitful  campaigns 
for  the  eight-hour  day  or  the  forty-four- 
hour  week. 

Pew  other  years  have  shown  a  more 
satisfactory  progress  in  the  reduction  of  the 
length  of  the  workday  than  the  year  Just 
dosed.  It  is  significant  that  the  practical 
value  of  the  shorter  workday  was  shown 
most  emphatically  during  that  period  of  the 
nation's  life  when  the  utmost  in  production 
was  required  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  war. 

The  satisfactory  results,  not  only  in  health 
and  comfort  and  the  general  well-being  for 
the  workers,  but  in  volume  of  production 
as   well  were  demonstrated   during  the  war 


beyond  all  question.  Tha  rapid  trend  toward 
the  general  establishment  of  tha  shortar 
workday  developed  during  the  war  must  not 
be  allowed  to  wane  during  the  period  of  re> 
constructioB. 

In  order  that  the  subject  may  ba  dealt 
with  most  comprehensively  and  completely 
to  the  end  that  the  most  constructive  sug- 
gestions may  be  placed  before  the  conven- 
tion we  recommend  that  the  entire  subject 
be  referred  to  the  committee  on  shorter 
workday  with  instructions  to  report  to  this 
convention  for  consideration  and  action. 

That  portion  of  the  Reconstruction  Pro- 
gram under  the  caption,  "Hours  of  Labor." 
is  as  follows: 

Hoars  of  Labor 

Reasonable  hours  of  labor  promote  the 
economic  and  social  well-being  of  the  toiling 
masses.  Their  attainment  should  be  one  of 
labor's  principal  and  essential  activities. 
The  shorter  workday  and  a  shorter  work 
week  make  for  a  constantly  growing,  higher 
and  better  standard  of  productivity,  health, 
longevity,  morals  and  citizenship. 

The  right  of  labor  to  fix  its  hours  of  work 
must  not  be  abrogated,  abridged  or  inter- 
fered with. 

The  day's  working  time  should  be  limited 
to  not  more  than  eight  hours,  with  ever- 
time  prohibited,  except  under  the  most  extra- 
ordinary emergencies.  The  week's  werking 
time  should  be  limited  to  not  more  than  five 
and  one-half  days. 

In  giving  consideration  to  a  shorter  work- 
day at  this  time  there  are  many  things  to. 
be  taken  into  consideration.  In  the  first 
place  it  must  be  realized  that  during  the 
war  five  million  of  the  most  active  yomng 
men  in  the  country  were  taken  from  in- 
dustries for  war  service.  In  spite  of  thia 
the  production  of  the  country  during  the 
war  period  was  greater  than  it  had  been 
at  any  other  given  period  in  history.  Of 
course  this  great  production  was  materiallx 
assbted  by  the  introduction  of  women  into 
the  factories,  and  to  a  large  extent  the 
elimination  of  the  liquor  industry  and  taking 
over  of  people  previously  engaged  in  that 
work  for  war  production. 

Labor  organizations  for  many  years  have 
been  fighting  to  secure  the  8 -hour  day,  once 
known  as  the  shorter  workday.  This  t-hour 
day  meant  48  hours  of  labor  per  week.  Be- 
cause of  the  changed  conditions  brought 
about  by  the  war  a  number  of  the  industries 
have  been  able  already  to  introduce  the  44- 
hour  week,  continuing  the  8-hour  day  with 
a  half  holiday  on  Saturday. 

Only  twelve  years  ago  the  International 
Typographical  Union  expended  more  than 
four  million  dollars  in  securing  for  its  mem- 
bers the  48-hour  week  in  the  printing  in- 
dustry. At  the  present  time  that  organiza- 
tion is  negotiating  for  and  will  probably 
receive,  the  4 4 -hour  week  through  concilia- 
tion and  without  the  expenditure  of  any 
sum  of  money.  The  garment  working  trades 
have  succeeded  in  securing  the  44-hour 
week.  Other  industries  have  done  or  are 
doing  likewise.  Your  committee  believes  it 
will  be  but  a  short  time  till  the  8-hour  day 
with  a  half  holiday  on  Saturday,  meaning  a 
44-hour  week,  will  be  the  universal  hours 
of  labor   and   adopted    in   all   industries. 

While  this  is  most  desirable  and  yoor 
committee  recognizes  that  the  Executive 
Council  has  used  all  its  available  power 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  in  bringing 
about  a   4  4 -hour  work   week   in  all   af  tha 
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enfto  it  adviaes  this  convention  to  go  oTon 
farther  than  this. 

There  is  at  the  present  time  a  large 
▼olume  of  anrest  anions  the  workinffmen 
on  this  continent.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  there  are  two  reasons  for  this 
unusual  condition — first*  the  high  cost  of 
the  necessities  of  life;  second,  unemploy- 
ment. 

Until  waffes  are  so  adjusted  that  the  earn- 
ings of  labor  will  buy  the  same  amount 
of  the  necessities  of  life  that  could  be  pur- 
chased by  the  earnings  previous  to  the  war. 
this  unrestful  exhibit  by  the  working  people 
has  a  foundation  for  its  existence  that  can- 
not be  set  aside.  Previous  to  the  war  the 
dollar  earned  by  labor  would  buy  a  certain 
amount  of  a  certain  quality  of  food  and 
clothing.  The  dollar  earned  at  the  present 
time  will  also  buy  a  certain  amount  of 
a  certain  quality  of  food  and  clothing,  but 
it  will  not  buy  the  same  amount  that  the 
dollar  earned  previous  to  the  war  would 
buy.  Until  this  gap  is  bridged  and  the 
wages  increased  so  that  the  same  amount 
of  the  same  quality  of  goods  can  be  bought 
with  the  dollar  of  today  as  was  possible 
before  the  war.  the  condition  of  the  laborer 
will  be  less  desirable  than  in  the  pre-war 
period.  Manufacturers  and  employers  of 
labor  should  recognize  this  fact  and  in- 
eisease  the  wages  to  this  point  without  any 
eemtreversy. 

Regarding  unemployment.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  peruse  a  daily  paper  without 
fladiag  somewhere  In  its  columns  a  state- 
ment that  every  effort  should  be  put  forth 
te  secure  employment  for  soldiers  return- 
ing frem  across  the  sea  or  from  the  camps 
maintained  In  this  country.  This  is  a  most 
laudable  effort  and  meets  with  the  approval 
ef  all  elasses  of  people.  However,  for  the 
general  good  of  the  community  work  must 
also  be  provided  for  civilians  as  well  as 
ex-soldiers.  If  there  is  not  sufficient  work 
in  the  country  to  give  the  returned  soldiers 
steady  employment  and  at  the  same  time  give 
continuous  employment  to  all  other  people 
seeking  work,  then  conditions  must  be  so 
changed  that  all  of  these  people  can  be 
taken  care  of.  This  can  best  be  done  by 
the  shortening  of  the  hours   of  labor.  .^ 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  in  the  near  ' 
future  many  organisations  will  determine 
that  in  order  to  take  care  of  all  of  their 
members  gaining  a  livelihood  by  employ- 
ment at  their  trade  it  will  be  necessary 
to    inaugurate   a   six-hour   day.  -J 

Your  committee  therefore  recommends 
further  that  the  Executive  Council  lend  its 
assistance  in  the  fullest  degree  to  any  or- 
ganization seeking  to  esUbllsh  a  shorter  - 
workday  that  will  provide  for  the  employ- 
ment of  all  its  members.  The  organisation 
itself  must  necessarily  be  the  Judge  of  what 
should  be  the  length  of  the  workday  in  the 
industry  over  which  it  has  jurisdiction. 
When  it  has  decided  and  establ  shed  its 
claim  to  shorter  hours,  no  matter  what  they 
may  be.  then  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  should  lend  its  fullest  assistance  and 
your   committee   so   recommends. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  be  concurred   in. 

Delegate  Grow  Machinists,  spoke  briefly 
in  support  of  the  shorter  workday,  refer- 
ring to  it  as  the  only  reasonable  thing  that 
could  be  adopted  in  this  and  other  countries 
in  the  interests  of  "industrial  emancipation." 

Delegate    Barnes,    Cigar    Makers,    in    dis- 


cussing the  question,  referred  to  the  pres- 
ent high  cost  of  living  and  quoted  figures 
to  show  that  the  prices  on  the  ordinal 
commodities  of  life  had  more  than  doubled 
in  recent  years. 

Delegate  Maire.  Window  Glass  Workers, 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, but  did  not  believe  it  went  far  enough. 
He  stated  that  the  Window  Glass  Workers 
had  reduced  their  working  time  from  seven 
hours  and  forty  minutes  per  day  to  five 
hours  and  thirty  minutes,  and  that  more 
work  was  turned  out  under  the  shorter  hours 
than  under  the  old  system. 

Delegate  Tracy.  California  State  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  favored  the  shorter  workday 
and  a  campaign  of  education  in  its  interests 
among  union  members  themselves.  He  re- 
ferred in  particular  to  those  whom  he  char- 
acterised  as  "over-time  hogs,**  who  have  no 
concern  in  the  organization  other  than  the 
amount  of  money  in  their  pay  envelopes. 

Vice-President  Green,  chairman  of  the 
committee,  discussed  the  report  briefly  and 
stated  that  the  committee  had  given  very 
careful  consideration  to  the  subject  because 
they  realized  that  the  present  was  the  most 
opportune  time  in  the  history  of  the  labor 
movement  to  press  forward  with '  vigor  and 
strength  towards  the  realisation  of  a  shorter 
workday.  He  said  further,  in  part:  "Now 
is  the  psychological  time,  because  forces 
hitherto  opposed  to  a  shorter  workday  have 
reversed  their  opinion  and  are  now  favoring 
the  shorter  workday  for  the  working  people 
in  every  industry.  I  want  to  say  just  a 
word  in  reference  to  my  own  organisation, 
the  United  Mine  Workers  of  America.  When 
we  beflwn  our  movement  for  the  eight-hour 
day  our  employers  and  those  associated  with 
them  in  opposition  to  that  movement  argued 
that  a  shorter  workday  would  tend  to  de- 
crease production.  We  argued  that  such 
was  not  the  case,  but  that  a  shorter  work- 
day accorded  to  the  men  who  mined  the 
coal  would  tend  to  increase  production.  If 
there  was  any  additional  proof  necessary  in 
order  to  support  that  claim,  our  experience 
during  the  war  has  done  so  and  has  estab- 
lished that  fact  beyond  contradiction  i^d 
beyond  argument. 

The  war  made  its  demands  upon  the  coal- 
mining industry.  It  took  from  our  industry 
at  least  one  hundred  thousand  men.  and  yet 
the  production  of  coal  increased  beyond  any 
figure  hitherto  thought  of.  The  greatest 
production  of  coal  in  the  history  of  our 
country  was  reached  with  a  hundred  thousand 
less  men.  and  upon  the  basis  of  an  eight- 
hour  day.  Now  these  men  have  returned 
and  are  returning,  they  are  coming  back 
to  the  mines,  and  I  venture  to  say  that 
there  is  no  industry  that  has  suffered  more 
from  unemployment  since  the  armistice  was 
signed  than  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America.  Throughout  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio.  Indiana.  West  Virginia,  Illi- 
nois, and  the  States  further  west,  we  have 
had  thousands  and  thousands  of  men  who 
for  weeks  and  weeks  haven't  performed  a 
single  day's  work,  simply  because  their 
services  were  not  required — unemployment, 
no  demand  for  the  product. 

I  believe  that  in  order  to  take  care  of 
the  men  who  were  associated  with  the  in- 
dustry all  during  the  war.  and  in  order  to 
take  care  of  our  fellow  workers  wno  are 
returning,  we  have  reached  the  time  when 
we  must  demand  a  further  reduction  in  the 
hours  of  labor.     It  is  the  very  serious  pur- 
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pose  of  the  United  Mine  Worlc«r«  of  Amivr- 
ica  to  press  for  a  further  shortening  of  the 
hours  of  labor  which  we  now  have  in  order 
to  fnmish  emplojrment  to  the  thousands  of 
mine  workers  in  the  industry. 

I  presume  what  I  have  said  of  the  mining 
industry  applies  with  equal  force  to  every 
other  industry  represented  in  this  conven- 
tion, and  so  I  believe,  in  adopting  the  com- 
mittee's report,  we  will  have  adopted^^  a 
broad,  constructive,  assressive  policy  plMS- 
ins  this  great  movement  to  the  organisa- 
tions affiliated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  who  find  that  the  conditions  in 
the  industry  over  which  they  have  juris- 
diction justify  them  in  pressing  forward  for 
a  shorter  workday,  even  below  the  eight- 
hour  standard,  or  44  hours  per  week. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  unani- 
mously adopted. 

Overtime  Work 
The  Executive  Council  in  its  report 
"Hours  of  Labor,"  says.  "The  day's  working 
time  should  be  limited  to  not  more  than 
eight  hours  with  overtime  prohibited  except 
under  the  most  extraordinary  emergencies. 

Your  committee  agrees  fully  with  this 
statement  and  desires  to,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, emphasize  it  in  this  report.  We 
t>elieve  that  no  matter  what  workday  may 
be  established,  sufficient  remuneration  should 
be  received  by  the  workers  to  make  it  pos- 
sible to  live  comfortably  without  working 
overtime  or  on  Sundays  or  holidays. 

It  may  be  true  that  in  certain  industries 
"extraordinary  emergencies"  arise  that  at 
times  make  it  necessary  for  a  certain 
amount  of  overtime  or  Sunday  work  to  be 
done.  In  order  to  as  much  as  possible 
prevent  these  "extraordinary  emergencies" 
arising  it  is  necessary  to  provide  a  special 
rate  of  pay  for  this  overtime  work.  It  has 
been  found  necessary  in  most  of  the  indus- 
tries to  provide  for  time  and  one-half  or 
double  time  for  this  class  of  work,  and  in 
some  of  these  crafts  it  would  be  disastrous 
to   eliminate   such   provisions. 

Your  committee  recommends,  however,  to 
all  national  and  international  unions  that 
th^y  impress  upon  their  subordinate  unions 
as  strongly  as  they  possibly  can  the  neces- 
sity  for  preventing  overtime  work. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 

Delegate  Gorenstein,  Ladies'  Garment 
Workers,  offered  the  following  amendment: 
That  it  be  the  declaration  of  this  convention 
that  overtime  work  should  be  discouraged 
and  therefore  penalised,  and  that  double  time 
for  such  overtime  work  be  demanded. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegate 
Grow  and  Schoenberg.  of  the  Machinists, 
and  by  Delegate  Gorenstein,  Ladies'  Gar- 
ment Workers. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Gold- 
stein was  adopted,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 
Saturday  Half  Holiday 
The  Executive  Council  in  its  report  under 
the  head  "Hours  of  Labor"  says  that  "the 
week's  working  time  should  be  limited 
to  not  more  than  fiv«  and  one-half 
days."  Your  committee  agrees  fully  with 
this  statement,  providing  that  the  maximum 
day's  work  shall  be  not  more  than  8  hours. 
It  believes  that  with  the  8 -hour  day  as  the 
maximum  workday,  so  that  with  a  five  and 
one-half  day  week,  but  44  hours  shall  be 
worked,  the  Saturday  half  holiday  is  a  most 


desirable  achievement.  In  cases  where  the 
work  week  can  be  reduced  to  less  than  44 
hours  your  committee  believes  it  would  !>• 
of  advantage  to  the  worker  to  so  have  these 
hours  distributed  so  as  to  provide  for  a 
full  Saturday  holiday,  making  tfie  work  week 
a  6-day  week,  still  with  a  msximum  eight- 
hour  day. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 
In  conclusion   your  committee  desires   to 
call    special   attention    of   all    the    delegates 
to   the  probability   that   the  next  year  will 
see  the  most  critical  times  that  labor  organ- 
izations   have    ever    passed    through.      The 
world  has  just  emerged  from  a  trying  war 
period.     During  that  period  organised  labor 
illustrated  its  great  value  to  society  as  well 
as  to  its  membership.     It  conducted  itself  in 
every  respect  with  great  credit.     If  it  can 
do    as    well    during    the    next    year    it    will 
have  passed  from  the  period  of  uncertainty 
to  one   of  absolute   stability.      There   is   no 
one    thing    that   can   do    so   much    to    thor- 
oughly  and   completely    stabilize   the   condi- 
tions of  the  trade  union  movement  as  can 
the  shortening  of  the  hours  of  labor  to  that 
point  which  will  insure  continuous  and  re- 
munerative employment  to  every  human  be- 
ing   who   must   toil    for   a    livelihood.     The 
officers  of  international  and  national  unions 
should  bear  this  in  mind  and  so  direct  their 
energies  as  to  assist  in  every  way  in  bring- 
ing the  industrial  workday  to  the  point  nec- 
essary to  insure  that  there  will  be  not  one 
case  of  compulsory  unemployment. 
Respectfully    submitted. 
WILLIAM   GREEN,   Chairman, 
.T.  W.  HAYS.  Secretary, 
GEORGE  LEARY, 
THOMAS  REDDING, 
CHARLES  McGOWAN, 
BENJAMIN   8CHLESSINGER, 
JOHN  J.  LYNCH, 
E.  J.  6AIN0R, 
JOHN  H.  PRUETT, 
CARL  BEROSTROM. 
LEWIS  WEYAND, 
E.  J.  McGIVERN. 
A.  R.  LINN, 
EDW.  I.  HANNAH, 
ANTHONY  J.   CHLOPEK. 
Committee  on  Shorter  Workday. 
The  report  of  the  committee  as  a  wh9le. 
as  amended,  was  adopted. 
Report  of  Special  Committee  on  Jurisdiction 
Over  Construction  of  B«lnforced  Ooncnte 
Ships. 

Delegate  Hutcheson.  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee,  submitted   the   following: 

Your    committee   finds,   after   hearing   the 
representatives  of  all  trades  interested,  that 
the  construction  of  reinforced  concrete  ships 
is    i>erformed    in    the    same    manner    as     is 
the  construction  of  reinforced  concrete  build- 
ings.      We    therefore    recommend    that    all 
cons  true  tiop    work    on    reinforced    concrete 
ships  shall  be  performed  by  the  trades  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  over  the  construction  work 
on    reinforced    concrete    buildings. 
Respectfully  submitted. 
WM.  L.  HUTCHESON.  Chairman. 
JOHN  CARROLL. 
GEORGE   JONES. 
P.   J.   MORRIN. 
ADAM  WILKINSON. 
F.  J.   McNULTY.   SecreUry. 
It  was   moved  and  seconded  that  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  be  concurred  in. 
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Delegate  McGowan,  Boiler  Makers:  I  de- 
aire  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  commit- 
tee's report — that  this  convention  recog- 
nise the  jurisdiction  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Boiler  Makers,  Iron  Ship 
Builders  and  Helpers  of  America  over  those 
portions  of  iron  and  steel  ships  entering  into 
the  construction  of  concrete  ships,  which 
has  always  been  recognized  as  a  part  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  above  organization. 
(Seconded.) 

Delegate  Hntcheson:  As  chairman  of  the 
Special  Committee,  I  ask  for  a  ruling  from 
the  chair  as  to  whether  that  is  an  amendment 
to  the  report  of  the  committee,  or  whether 
it  is  a  negative  proposition.  The  committee 
makes  no  reference  to  reinforced  concrete 
ships  whatsoever. 

President  Gompers:  The  Chair  does  not 
desire  to  be  placed  in  the  position  of  deciding 
the  question  for  this  convention,  but  de- 
sires to  say  this:  The  Installation  of  boil- 
ers in  buildings  of  reinforced  concrete  does 
not  deny  that  jurisdiction  to  the  Boiler 
Makers'  organization,  does  it? 

Delegate  Hutcheson:     It  does  not. 

President  Gompers:  It  seems  that  there 
really  Is  no  necessity  for  this  specific  state- 
ment. The  proposition  is  not  to  determine 
the  interior  of  these  concrete  reinforced 
ships,  but  is  in  the  building  of  the  ships, 
any  more  than,  so  far  as  my  understanding 
goes,  would  the  report  of  the  committee 
Interfere  in  the  upholstering  or  in  other 
mechanical  devices,  simply  in  the  question 
of  the  building  of  the  ship  and  the  amend- 
ment Is  not  necessarily  germane  to  the 
question   under   consideration. 

Delegate  McGowan:  Do  I  understand  that 
you  have  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order, 
Mr.  Chairman? 

President  Gompers:  I  ruled  that  it  has 
no  application  to  the  question  under  con- 
sideration. 

Delegate  McGowan:  The  statement  of 
President  Gompers  is  absolutely  correct  to 
this  extent:  That  it  Is  not  being  carried 
out  in  the  construction  of  the  concrete  ships 
that  are  now  being  constructed.  Our  In- 
ternational Union  has  been  deprived  of  and 
driven  off  these  portions  of  steel  ships  that 
still  remain  in  the  construction  of  rein- 
forced concrete  ships.  Our  organization  has 
been  deprived  by  other  organizations  who 
never  were  in  the  shipbuilding  industry  until 
the  reinforced  concrete  ship  was  built.  There 
are  many  portions  of  the  concrete  ship  that 
are  not  made  of  concrete,  the  coal  bunkers, 
the  steel  plates,  in  some  instances  the  angle 
irons  and  channel  Irons,  and  things  of  that 
kind  that  enter  into  the  construction  of  the 
ship  that  is  not  concrete,  but  Is  work  that 
has  always  been  done  by,  and  recognized 
as  part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  Interna- 
tional Union. 

I  want  to  say,  while  I  hesitate  to  con- 
sume the   time   of  this    convention   at   this 


late  date,  that  when  a  group  of  trades  de- 
part from  their  original  industry  and  enter 
into  another  industry  that  has  been  under 
the  control  of  other  organizations  for  years, 
simply  upon  the  grounds  that  a  concrete 
ship  is  a  floating  building,  they  are  doing 
so  on  a  far-fetched  argument,  in  my  judg- 
ment. At  the  time  of  the  world  war  break- 
ing out,  the  entire  forces  in  the  ship- 
building Industries  In  this  country  were  less 
than  40,000.  including  supervisory  portions 
and  all.  That  Industry  has  expanded  to 
upwards  of  400,000  during  the  past  four  or 
five  years.  It  became  necessary,  due  to  that 
rapid  expansion,  that  all  of  the  organisa- 
tions had  to  let  down  their  bars  and  let 
into  that  industry  all  of  those  who  wanted 
to  come  In  and  assist  In  building  that  bridge 
of  ships  across  the  Atlantic  Ocean. 

Our  organisation  suffered  more  by  that 
condition  than  any  other  international  union, 
and  I  am  going  to  say  to  you  that  we  have 
a  big  enough  task  on  our  hands  to  save 
our  organisation  from  the  infusion  of  all 
these  new  elements  into  our  organization 
and  from  all  of  the  ideas  transplanted  from 
other  organisations,  and  I  trust  this  conven- 
tion will  recognize  the  justice  of  our  claim. 

We  don't  want  the  pouring  of  the  con- 
crete or  any  of  the  work  that  Is  not  purely 
work  that  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
our  organization  and  has  always  been  done 

by  us.  , 

Delegate  Hutcheson:  The  committee,  when 
dealing  with  this  subject,  had  before  them 
representatives  of  the  various  building 
trades,  together  with  representatives  of  the 
Boiler  Makers  and  Iron  Ship  Builders'  or- 
ganization. The  matter  was  gone  Into  In 
detail  and  the  committee  only  dealt  with 
the  matter  of  the  reinforced  concrete  on  the 

Prior  to  the  war  the  reinforced  concrete 
ship  was  unknown.  It  was  originated  dur- 
ing the  war  emergency,  and  the  first  ship 
that  was  built,  the  ship  "Faith,"  in  the 
harbor  of  San  Francisco,  was  built  by  build- 
ing tradesmen  who  are  familiar  with  the 
work  and  know  how  to  build  reinforced  con- 
crete buildings.  The  feeling  and  belief  of 
your  committee  was  that  whether  the  work 
be  on  a  structure  after  it  was  completed, 
the  foundation  of  which  would  be  water,  or 
whether  the  work  be  on  a  structure  the 
foundation  of  which  might  be  of  the  same 
material  to  stay  permanently  in  a  phue, 
that  the  nature  of  the  work  was  exactly 
the  same. 

Your  committee  did  not  contend,  nor  has 
it  any  desire  to  say  that  the  Boiler  Makers 
cannot  learn  to  do  reinforced  concrete  work 
on  ship  construction,  but  we  felt  that  the 
men  who  are  familiar  with  reinforced  con- 
crete construction  work  on  buildings  were 
the  best  adapted  to  do  it  on  the  ship,  and 
therefore  we  recommended  as  was  read  to 
you.      In   dealing    with    that   we   didn't   deal 
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with  th«  f&tUns  out  of  the  ship,  but  only 
with  the  making  of  the  hnll  of  the  ship 
out  of  reinforced  concrete,  and  we  believe 
in  mil  justice  and  fairness  to  those  who 
know  how  to  do  the  work,  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee  should  be  adopted. 

Delegate  Grow,  Machinists:  A  point  of 
information— is  it  the  intention  of  this  coin- 
mittee  to  divide  jur  sdictional  authority  in 
the  shipbuilding  industry  with  the  Metal 
Trades  Department? 

Delegate  Hutcheson:  The  committee  was 
not  aware  of  the  fact  that  the  Metal  Trades 
Department  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  had  complete  jurisdiction  over  ship 
construction. 

Delegate  Grow:  If  that  is  the  intention, 
I  would  like  to  be  plain.  In  my  opinion 
the   question   has    not  been  answered. 

Delegate  Hutcheson:  The  committee  was 
only  dealing  with  reinforced  concrete  ships 
and  was  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Metal  Trades  Department  had  jurisdiction 
over  that  work.  Otherwise  the  committee 
would  not  need  to  have  acted. 

Delegate  Grow:  I  am  opposed  to  the 
committee's  report.  For  a  number  of  years 
the  shipbuilding  industry  has  been  under 
the  control  of  the  Metal  Trades  Department 
and  its  affiliated  organizations,  and  other 
organizations  that  are  not  affiliated  with  the 
Metal  Trades  Department,  but  are  locally 
affiliated  at  certain  points  where  shipbuilding 
is  carried  on.  The  same  condition  exists  in 
the  railway  industry,  and  the  Railway  De- 
partment of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  is  organised 
and  has  done  everything  to  secure  the  eco- 
nomic improvement  and  organization  for  the 
men   employed   in  the  railway   industry. 

The  same  thing  applies  to  the  building 
of  wooden  ships.  On  the  Pacific  Coast  and 
almost  throughout  every  district  in  this 
country  the  wooden  ships  were  built  under 
the  control  and  jurisdiction  of  the  MeUl 
Trades  Department.  Many  conferences  have 
been  held  with  Government  officials  and  the 
United  States  Shipping  Board  with  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Metal  Trades  Department. 
They  had  control  of  the  building  of  all 
wooden  ships  and  steel  ships,  and  I  feel  at 
this  time  that  the  interests  of  the  men  em- 
ployed in  that  industry,  whether  it  be  on 
steel  or  wooden  ships,  or  concrete  ships,  de- 
mand that  jurisdiction  and  control  over  the 
Industry  should  not  be  divided,  so  that 
authority  should  be  divided  between  the 
Building  Trades  Department  and  the  MeUl 
Trades  Department.  We  have  stood  as  one 
organization,  or  a  combination  or  group  of 
trades  in  protecting  the  interests  of  the 
men  employed  in  that  industry. 

The  Building  Trades  Department,  up  to 
the  present  moment,  if  my  information  Is 
correct,  have  not  attempted  to  invade  that 
particular  branch  of  industry,  and  therefore 
I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  rapid  develop- 
ment of  this  industry  calls  upon  our  organ- 


ization to  break  men  in  to  be  able  to 
struct  these  ships  with  despatch.:  I  am 
absolutely  opposed  to  dividing  authority  be- 
tween the  Metal  Trades  Department  and  th« 
Building  Trades  Department  in  that  par- 
ticular industry,  as  I  would  be  opposed  to 
any  division  of  authority  in  the  Railway 
Department.  We  are  the  pioneers  in  this 
industry,  we  have  organized  this  industry 
and  have  secured  the  44-hour  week  at  the 
expense  of  time  and  money,  and  I  think  at 
this  time  the  report  of  the  committee  ought 
to  be  voted  down  and  the  Metal  Trades  given 
full  jurisdiction. 

Delegate  Feeney.  Elevator  Constructors: 
I  desire  to  ask  of  the  Boiler  Makers  what 
part  of  their  jurisdiction  claims  enters  into 
the  construction  of  reinforced  concrete  ships. 

Delegate  McGowan:  In  answer  to  Dele- 
gate Feeney  I  will  say  that,  answered  in  a 
general  way.  we  are  only  claiming  those 
portions  of  the  iron  ship  or  steel  ship  that 
still  remains  in  the  construction  of  rein- 
forced concrete  ships,  whatever  they  may 
be.  They  vary  in  the  construction  of  differ- 
ent ships. 

Delegate  Feeney:  I  want  to  know  what 
those  portions  are. 

Delegate  McGowan:  I  am  not  prepared 
to  answer  that  off  hand,  because  as  I  have 
stated,  the  portions  vary  in  the  constructlbn 
of  diflferent  ships. 

May  I  ask  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
a  question?  Is  it  the  intention  of  the  com- 
mittee in  its  report  to  still  lodge  that  juris- 
diction In  our  organization,  to  do  those  por- 
tions of  the  concrete  ships  that  they  form- 
erly did  in  the  steel  ships  ?  In  other  words, 
the  coal  bunkers,  the  angle  irons,  channel 
irons  and  things  of  that  kind  that  remain 
of  the  original  steel  ship? 

Delegate  Hutcheson:  It  wasn't  th«  in- 
tention of  the  committee  to  take  from  the 
Boiler  Makers  any  of  the  work  that  would 
be  of  steel.  We  are  only  dealing  with  the 
matter  of  the  reinforced   concrete. 

Delegate  McGowan:  That  is  the  full  in- 
tent of  the  committee? 

Delegate    Hutcheson :      Surely. 

Delegate  McSorlcy,  Lathers:  I  desire  to 
ask  Delegate  McGowan  a  question.  I  want 
to  ask  him  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Boiler 
Makers  to  claim  jurisdiction  over  the  fabri- 
cation and  installation  of  rods  in  reinforced 
concrete  ships. 

Delegate  McGowan:  The  rods,  as  I  under- 
stand it.  are  hexagon  rods  of  different  sizes 
to  which  the  steel  lathing  is  laced.  That  is 
not  a  part  of  the  jurisdiction  of  our  In- 
ternational Union  and  we  don't  claim  it. 

Delegate  Morrin.  Iron  Workers:  Does  your 
organization  da'm  any  iron  that  goes  in  tor 
reinforcements,  whether  it  is  rods,  eye  beams, 
angle  or  channel  irons  which  are  used  in 
reinforced  concrete  construction  for  that 
purpose  ? 

Delegate  McGowan :    With  the  gualifleatlon 
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mad*  for  the  benefit  of  the  lathers'  organisa- 
tion I  will  say  yes*  we  do. 

Delegate  Morrin:  Then  that  puts  an  en- 
tirely different  angle  on  the  qaestion.  The 
boiler  makers  are  not  claiming  the  iron  ship- 
building, they  are  claiming  the  reinforced 
construction  that  is  done  and  has  been  done 
by  building  trades  organisations.  The  iron 
workers  are  vitally  interested  for  the  reason 
that  they  are  and  have  been  building  con- 
crete ships.  The  carpenters  do  the  carpenter 
work  and  the  iron  workers  do  the  iron  worK. 
We  do  have  claim  to,  and  are  doing  the  re- 
inforced steel  construction  work  on  ships, 
and  it  was  our  understanding  when  the  boiler 
makers  came  before  the  committee  that  they 
did  not  claim  this  class  of  work.  We  wish 
to  strenuously  object  to  the  boiler  makers 
making  this  claim  now,  after  the  statement 
that  was  made  before  the  committee,  because 
our  organization  was  under  the  impression 
they  were  satisfied  with  the  committee's  re- 
port. 

Delegate  Brown,  Machinists:  Having  m 
mind  the  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  that  he  believed  that  the  work 
in  the  construction  of  these  ships  can  best 
be  done  by  the  various  tradesmen  who  are 
experienced  in  that  particular  work,  I  would 
like  to  know  whether  it  is  the  intention  or 
the  belief  of  the  committee  that  the  machin- 
ists would  be  denied  the  right  to  install 
machinery. 

Delegate  Hutcheson:  The  committee  was 
not  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  was  any 
machinery  going  into  reinforced  concrete. 

Delegate   Brown:     What  I   have  in  mind 


is  this:  In  the  city  where  I  come  from  the 
position  taken  by  the  building  trades  is  that 
no  matter  whether  the  building  is  packad 
with  machinery  from  cellar  to  roof,  "Mr. 
Machinist,  you  can't  touch  that."  I  want 
to  know  if  we  are  going  to  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  we  are  In  the  city  of  New- 
ark. I  have  in  mind  one  building,  a  five- 
story  building  equipped  by  and  for  machinists 
and  used  by  machinists,  and  the  building 
trades  would  not  allow  us  to  instaU  those 
lathes,  boring  machines,  etc. 

Delegate  Hutcheson:  I  thought  I  made  it 
clear  to  the  delegate  that  the  report  of  the 
committee  only  deals  with  the  hull  of  the 
ship,  and  not  the  fitting  out  of  it. 

Delegate  Hynes,  Sheet  Metal  Workers:  I 
simply  desire  to  announce  that  the  Sheet 
Metal  Workers  claim  all  sheet  metal  work 
of  No.  10  gauge  and  lighter  going  into  these 
ships. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  boiler  makers'  delegation  and  the 
machinists'  delegation  asked  to  be  recorded 
as  voting  against  the  adoption  of  the  report 
of  the  committee* 

Vice-President  Duncan  offered  a  motion 
that  the  convention  adjourn  until  2.80  o'clock 
and  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Adjustment  be  heard  at  that  time  as  a  spe- 
cial order  of  business.      (Motion  seconded.) 

Delegate  James  A.  Duncan  moved  to 
amend  that  the  convention  remain  m  dession 
until  one  o'clock.     The  amendment  was  lost. 

The  motion  of  Vice-President  Duncan  pre- 
vailed, and  the  convention  adjourned  at  12.80 
o'clock  to  convene  at  2.80  p.  m. 


TWELFTH  DAY-Monday  Afternoon  Session 


The  convention  was  called  to  order  at  2.80 
p.  m.,  Monday,  June  28d,  President  Gompers 
in  the  chair. 

Absentees — Russell,  Croaff,  Koch,  Morde- 
cai,  McDonald.  Fox  C),  Brelsford,  Wrenn. 
Anderson,  Hall,  Grafton,  Donogue,  Ott, 
Fenton.  Iglesias,  Murphy  (J.  F.),  Gann, 
Boncer,  Rogers,  Fox  (Hsrry),  Banz,  Jones 
(E.  E.).  Rutherford,  Fisher,  Howard, 
Schildt,  Harrison,  Ely,  Lennon,  Coughlin, 
Lacey,  Mahoney,  O'Leary,  Davis,  Hoffman, 
Niemeier.  Fitchie.  McFcdden,  Harlin.  Owens, 
Bryan.  Yarrow,  O'Donnell  (G.),  Tucker,  Dill, 
Hooper.  Carrick,  Mason,  Fink.  Wessell,  Can- 
field,  Deutelbaum,  Griffith,  Murphy,  Frank- 
lin, Carroll,  Woodman,  Wagner,  Canfleld, 
Oallowsy,  Taylor,  Moran,  Willis,  Tracy,  Neu, 
Priestly,  McKeown,  Argo,  Nuzum,  Gregson, 
Noble.  Bittner,  Richter,  Evans,  Breslin, 
Gildas,  Sims,  Newmyer,  Ingles.  Raisse,  Gil* 
bert,  Oaney.  Hoffman,  Fntmpton.  Franco, 
Ogletree,  Hilfers,  Barnes.  Orn burn.  Spiel- 
man,     Daly,     Kingsly,     Clinedinst,     Thomas, 


Ryan.  Lacy,  Giles,  Young  (C.  B.),  Grain, 
Draper,  Strickland.  Hartford,  Hall  (John 
Jr.),  Bradley,  Maloney,  Curran,  Wilkinson, 
Wines,  Woracek.  Ryerson.  Flynn.  Sullivan, 
Ashman.  Boyle,  Burr.  Wood.  Hannon.  Wilk- 
inson (John),  Simpson,  Dawson.  Enright, 
Colpoys,  Donahue,  Lawson,  St^hmeyer, 
Hopan.  Coop«er.  Mezzacapo,  ^incke,  Harte, 
McDougall,  McGill,  Opiinger,  Crawford,  Burk, 
Canady,  Ringer,  Patterson,  Brogan,  Grass, 
Clark.  Staley.  McNeice,  RadKett,  Bledow, 
Goldsmith,  Colvin,  Setzer,  Bauman,  Brinston, 
Huston,  Quesse,  Mason,  White  (C),  Mullen, 
Morris,  Johnson  E.  D.),  Tourison,  Schults, 
Shea.  Middleton.  Gould,  Miller,  Catterson, 
Berger,  Weinstock,  Birch,  Ellicott,  Herbert, 
Fitts,  Richardson,  Coogan,  Leonard,  Chamb- 
ers, Rice.  Eklund.  Campbell.  EsKeek,  Vsughn, 
McKimon,  Lane,  Jackson,  Thompson,  Helge- 
sen,    Rincker,    Spacey,   Clarke,   Burns,   Holm. 

Secretary   Morrison:      I   have   a   letter   here 
from  Mr.  Bacharach,  Mayor  of  Atlantic  City, 
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regmrding  his  action  in  tendins  back  money 
sent  to  a  committee  that  was  supposed  to  use 
it  for  the  entertainment  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  convention.  I  will  read 
it. 

Jane  16.   1919. 
Hon  Frank  Morrison, 

Secretary.  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Steel    Pier.   Atiantic    City.   N.    J. 
My  Dear   Mr.   Morrison: 

In  the  presence  of  Jodge  Thompson,  rep- 
resenting the  American  Federation  of  Labor; 
Mr.  Harry  Coulomb,  representing  Messrs.  Gin- 
nity,  Walters  and  Freed,  and  Mr.  Artbor 
Hewitt,  representing  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, I  opened  eighty-two  letters  which  had 
been  held  l^  the  Atlantic  City  Post  Office  tn 
porsuance  to  my  request  as  Receiver  of  t&e 
American    Federation    of    Labor. 

Forty  of  these  letters  contained  checks 
amounting  to  a  total  of  Th'.rty-two  hundred 
fifty  Dollars  ($8250.00).  A  copy  of  the 
sender  of  these  letters  and  the  amounts  con- 
tained  in  each  letter,   is   herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  returned  to  the  respective  donators 
their  checks,  signing  the  letter  as  Receiver  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor.  Of  tbe 
balance  of  the  letters,  four  contained  bills, 
one  advertising  matter  and  one  from  the  lie> 
troit  Stove  Works,  asking  for  the  return  of 
their  check  for  $100;  but  their  check  was  no« 
among  those  letters  held  by  the  Post  Office. 
Apparently  among  those  letters  that  had  been 
received  previously  by  Messrs.  Ginnity,  Walters 
and  Freed,  a  number  of  the  letters  concained 
statements  somewhat  as  follows: 

"We  would  have  no  objection  to  mamug 
this  contribution,  as  an  indication  of  our 
good  will  towards  the  Federation.  However, 
articles  have  appeared  in  the  papers,  stating 
that  Mr.  Frank  Morrison,  Secretary  of  tbe 
Federation,  has  wired  the  Chamber  or  Com- 
merce that  the  Federation  has  autnonzed  no 
one  to  solicit  funds  for  the  purpose  yon 
mention." 

There  is  no  question  in  my  mind  that  if 
you  had  not  taken  so  aggressive  measures, 
that  at  least  $50,000  would  have  been  col- 
lected, as  a  great  majority  of  those  who  did 
contribute  thought  they  were  contributing  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  as  tnerr 
letters  were  usually  addressed  to  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  and  the  envelopes 
were  usually  addressed  either  to  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  or  Convention  com- 
mittee, as  per  enclosed  envelopes. 

Trusting  the  action  taken  by  me  has  met 
with  your  approval  and  that  of  your  asso- 
ciates, I  am 

Sincerely   yours, 

HARRY  BACHARACR. 
Mayor. 

Secretary  Morrison:  I  move  that  the  letter 
be  made  part  of  the  records  of  the  conven- 
tion, that  Mr.  Bacharach  be  extended  a  vote 
of  thanks  by  the  convention  and  that  he  be 
so  advised  by  the  President.  (Seconded  and 
carried.) 

REPORT  OF  OOMBOTTEE  ON  ADJUST- 


sbndd  meet  in  conference  for  the  purpose  of* 
adjusting  their  differences,  and  that  in  the 
event  of  failure  to  hold  a  conference  or  fail- 
ure to  reach  an  agreement,  the  Executive 
Council  should  define  the  jurisdictional  rigm* 
of  the  contend'ng  parties. 

Conference  was  held.  No  understanding  or 
agreement  was  reached.  The  conferees  so 
reported  to  us.  We  thereupon  decided  that  tbe 
application  of  the  International  Union  of 
Steam  and  Operating  Engineers  for  jar»- 
diction  over  the  men  in  question  on  sand 
boats   be  denied. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence  m 
this  portion  of  the  Executive  CouneU's  Report. 

Tbe  recommendation  of  the  committee  waa 
adopted   unanimously. 

Jurisdiction  Over  Shipyard  Laboren 

Upon   that  part  of  tbe  report  of  tne  Ex- 

ecutive  CouncU   under   tbe   above  caption  iSm 

committee  reported  as  foUows:  *»"«>• 

Your  committee  endorses  the  agreement  en. 

tered   into   by  the  interested   parSTa^   Si 

action  of  the  Execut  ve  Council  the^eon!^ 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 

n-wT^v"*^"""^.**'    **»•    committee. 

^^rxf'Ii*  Young.  Olympia.  Washington,  dto- 

fwf*'S?'  *****  <»~»tw>n.  and   in  doing  w  mtotf 

the   history   of  the   organization   Jf  the  *mj! 

yard  laborers  in  the  shipyards  of  Seatue  ana 

vie  nity.     He  stoted  that  many  dasS  of  ^ 

Uborers    and    helpers    were   not   or^i^  ^ 

w^J'*'^'  li'^  ^'^^^^  ^^  work^.*Tn?1o2 

Zt^^    f?"****    ^*?*5t«»    by    the    intemationS 

when    they    applied    for    them,    and    for    that 

r«won    they   were   advised    to   secure   FedS^ 

J^n   thSir'cha,^"^"*^""-    "^   ^^   - 

Vice-President    Duncan    in   the   chair 

Delegate    Healy,     Firemen,     moved    m     an 

amendment  that   jurisdiction  over  oflers    coar 

passers   and   ash   handlers   in   the   navy  yarn. 

be   given    the   firemen.  ^^^ 

Delegate    Leonard   stoted   that   all   the   mea 

working  in   the  pipe- fitting  industry   or  tne 

T7^^^^'  .••    elsewhere,    were    under    tne 

Jorisdiction  of  the  United  Plumbers  ana  uas 

Fitters,    and    that    organisation    would    claim 


Delegate  Golden.   Secretary  of  the  Commit- 
tee, reported  as  follows: 

Longshoremen,     Steam     Englneen,     ICarine 
Engineers 
The  St.   Paul  ConventU>n  directed  that  the 
representatives    of    the    several    organizations 


The  question  was  discussed  by  Vioe-Presi- 
dent  Duffy,  delegate,  who  sUted  that  m  tbe 
conference  held  in  Washington,  at  which  tne 
agreement  conUined  in  the  CouneU's  report 
was  adopted,  the  longyihoremen  did  not  claia» 
jurisdiction  over  the  ship  yard  laborers,  at- 
though  they  had  taken  them  into  their  ofw 
ganization  in  some  places. 

Delegate  Bjorklund,  Longshoremen,  stated 
that  the  different  international  unions  baa 
made  no  effort  to  organise  these  men  in  the 
shipyards,  that  these  men  had  been  organised 
to  the  number  of  thirty  thousand  and  be 
would  object  to  their  being  divided  among 
other   organizations. 

Ddegate  Morrin,  Ironworkers,  eaUed  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  organisation  he  rep- 
resented had  many  locals  composed  of  men 
following  lines  of  work  mentioned  by  some 
of  the  previous  speakers. 

Delegate  Grow.  Machinists,  and  Delegate 
Duncan.  Seattle,  discussed  the  organisation  of 
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the  shipyard  laborers*  the  manner  in  which 
their  wages  and  conditions  had  been  improved 
beeaose  of  such  organisation,  the  lack  of 
interest  on  the  part  of  various  international 
unions  until  Federal  charters  had  been  given 
these  laborers  and  helpers,  and  the  desire  of 
the  internationals  to  have  them  apportioned 
among  their  organizations  since  they  Have 
been  organized. 

Delegate  Huteheson,  Carpenters,  statea  tbat 
ihe  fasteners,  referred  to  by  several  of  tne 
delegates,  belonged  to  the  ship  carpenters,  and 
if  they  were  in  that  branch  of  the  organiza- 
tion they  would  be  protected  and  their  wages 
increased. 

The  question  was  discussed  by  Delegate 
D'Alessandro.  Hod  Carriers  and  Building 
Laborers,  who  explained  briefly  the  claims  of 
his  organization  to  some  of  the  classes  of 
labor  affected. 

Delegate  Wharton.  Machinists,  stated  that 
the  machinists'  helpers  were  taken  into  the 
organization  he  represented,  and  the  organnsa- 
tion  of  these  men  had  not  been  neidected. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of 
the   committee   was   carried. 

Resolution  No.  2 — By  Delegate  Anthony 
Oliver,  of  the  International  Federation  of 
Draftsmen's    Union. 

WHEREAS,  Many  hundred  of  Technical 
Engineers  and  Architects  have  applied  for 
admission  to  membership  in  the  International 
Federat'on    of   Draftsmen's   Unions;    an<x 

WHEREAS,  Almost  all  Technical  Engi- 
neers and  Architects  are  essentially  drafts- 
men and  the  majority  of  draftsmen  are 
trained  and  educated  along  the  same  techni- 
cal   lines ;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  line  of  demarkation  De- 
tween  Technical  Engineers,  Architects  ana 
Draftsmen  in  most  cases  cannot  be  defined; 
9  and 

WHEREAS,  Ten  per  cent,  of  the  member- 
ship in  this  international  federation  is  made 
up  of  technical  engineers  and  architects; 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  k>gical  branch  of  tbe 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  organize 
these  technical  engineers  and  architects  is 
the  International  Federation  of  Draftsmen's 
Union;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  name  of  our  international 
will  be  changed  to  meet  the  broadened  Juris- 
diction; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
International  Federation  of  Draftsmen's 
Unions  be  and  hereby  is  extended  to  in- 
clude all  of  the  Technical  Engineers  and 
Architectural  Workers  in  field  and  office. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence  in 
this  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Your  committee  concur  in  this  resolution. 

Resolution  No.  4 — By  Delegates  William  S. 
Brown  and  Robert  L.  Goelet,  of  the  National 
Mar'ne    Engineers'    Beneficial    Association. 

WHEREAS,  Since  the  application  of  steam 
machinery  to  marine  propulsion  there  nas 
ever  been  a  constantly  growing  extension  of 
the  same,  conducive  to  the  many  phases  of 
various    and    complex    systems    and    types    of 


machinery  now  in  use;  with  a  future  field 
prospective  of  unlimited  continued  progres- 
sive advancement  as  will  be  the  result  of 
necessity    and    engineering    skill ;    and 

WHEREAS,  The  modern  marine  engineer, 
being  a  product  of  his  environment,  has  of 
necessity  advanced  in  knowledge  of  technical 
and  practical  engineering  commensurate  to 
such  requirements  and  responsibilities  as 
caretaker  of  present-day  marine  inventions 
and   installations;   and 

WHEREAS.  This  condition,  together  with 
the  ever-increasing  size  of  ships,  units  of 
power  and  diversity  of  machinery,  has  so 
increased  the  labors  of  the  marine  engineer 
than  it  often  devolves  upon  him  to  perform 
work  on  ship  while  in  port  which  is  ttie 
rightful  heritage  of  workers  of  other  trades, 
and  which  he  feels  disposed  to  be  rdieved  ana 
have  done  by  such  workers  under  his  supervi- 
sion, and  as  he  may  be  willing  to  become 
responsible   for;   therefore,   be   it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  at  this,  its  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention,  appoint  a  suitable  ana 
qualified  committee  to  whom  shall  be  assigned 
the  duty  of  determining  and  tabulating  tne 
work  aboard  ships  which  should  be  performed 
by  machinists  and  other  craftsmen  while 
ships   are   in   dock   or   port. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  this  whole 
subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  LaDor, 
with  instructions  to  arrange  a  conference, 
within  ninety  days  of  the  adjournment  or 
this  convention,  of  the  representatives  of  an 
organizations  at  interest,  for  the  purpose  of 
determining  the  jurisdiction  lines  aboard  ship, 
affecting   each   of  these   organizations. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  6 — By  Delegates  William  S. 
Brown  and  Robert  L.  Goelet.  of  the  National 
Mar'ne    Engineers'    Beneficial    Association. 

WHEREAS,  In  the  development  of  me- 
chanically propelled  vessels  there  has  come 
into  existence  a  type  of  ship  known  as 
"mother  ships"  propelled  by  internal  com- 
bustion  engines;   and 

WHEREAS.  This  type  of  vessel  Has,  as 
a  requirement  of  commerce,  reached  such  ai- 
mensions  that  necessitated  them  being  placed 
under  the  rules  and  inspection  provis'ons  or 
the  United  States  Steamboat  Inspection  Serv- 
ice, and  to  be  operated  by  engineers  examined 
and   licensed  by  such  service;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  licensed  marine  engineers 
of  this  tsrpe  of  vessel  are  now  governed  by 
regulation  working  rules  and  wage  scales  or 
the  Marine  Eng'neers'  Beneficial  Association, 
and  are  in  no  way  governed  by  any  other 
laljor.  organization  and  can  by  no  possible 
argument  be  properly  subject  to  their  Juris- 
diction; therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor,  at  this,  its  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention,  rule  that  all  Marine  Engi- 
neers operating  under  authority  of  licenses 
issued  by  the  United  States  Steamboat  In- 
spection Service,  should  do  so  under  the  cara, 
rules,  and  membership  of  the  Marine  Engi- 
neers' Beneficial  Association  of  the  United 
States   of   America. 

Your  committee  reports  that  representatives 
of  the  organizations  affected  by  this  resolu- 
tion have  agreed  to  arrange  a  conference  witB 
the    object    of    endeavoring    to    come    to    an 
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amicable  underttandiiiff.  Tour  eommltt«c 
therefore  reeommend  that  no  farther  aeuon 
i0  neceesary. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the   recommendation   of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Snellinga.  Steam  and  Operatm* 
Engineers:  Delegate  Brown,  of  the  Bianne 
Engineers*  Benevolent  Protective  Association, 
who  introduced  that  resolution,  discussed  R 
with  me,  representing  the  Steam  ana  Oper- 
ating Engineers,  and  we  agreed  to  meet  ana 
adjust  between  ourselves  the  seeming  griev- 
ance. There  is  no  dispute  between  tne  two 
organisations  of  engineers,  and  that  is  agreed 
to  by  both  of  us. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee  was  carried. 

President  Gompers  in  the  chair. 

Resolution  No.  IS— By  Delegate  J.  G.  Put- 
nam, of  the  Panama  Canal  Central  Labor 
Un'on. 

WHEREAS.  The  organisation  on  the  Canal 
Zone  affiilated  with  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  have  for  years  past  used  their  b«>8C 
efforts  to  protect  American  workmen  on  the 
Osnal  Zone  neainst  constant  infringement 
upon  th^ir  positions  by  cheap  alien  labor; 
and 

WHEREAS.  Resolution  No.  2.  passed  by 
the  Metal  Trades  Convention  at  St.  Paul. 
Minn..  June  6.  1918,  was  submitted  by  this 
Council  f'^r  this  specific  purpose:  and 

WHEREAS.  The  general  conditions  com- 
plained of  in  said  Resolution  rema'n  T«ie 
same,  but  are  now  being  aggravated  by  two 
organisers.  Messrs.  Severs  and  Allen,  repre. 
senting  the  Uniled  Brotherhood  of  Mainte* 
nance  of  Way  Employes  and  Railroad  Shop 
Laborers,  who  are  on  the  Canal  Zone  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  these  aliens  into  their 
internat'onal  aa  tradesmen  of  the  various 
crafts  in  which  they  are  employed,  thus 
encroachng  upcn  the  rights  of  other  roter- 
nationals  represented  upon  the  Canal  Zone; 
and 

WHEREAS.  Several  cables  Iiave  been  seiiv 
both  to  the  President  of  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes  ana 
Railroad  Shop  Laborers  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  ana  let- 
ters have  also  been  written  to  botn  tne 
organizations  aforcsa  d  asking  for  the  recall 
of  the  two  organizers  referred  to  and  the 
suspension  of  efforts  to  organize  the  aliens 
on  the  Panama  Canal  and  Panama  Rallroaa; 
therefore,    be    it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Panama  Canal  Cen« 
tral  Labor  Union  is  opposed  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  these  aliens  into  the  trades,  or  posi- 
tions of  skill,  on  the  Canal  Zone  hy  tne 
Un  ted  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of  Way 
Employes  and  Railroad  Shop  Laborers,  that 
we  demand  the  recall  of  the  organizers  of 
the  above  international  from  the  Canal  Zone, 
and  that  all  future  organization  of  aliens 
In  this  field  be  left  entirdy  to  the  nationals 
or  internationals  under  whose  jurisdiction 
these  aliens  properly  belong;  and.  ne  » 
further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  take 
immediate  action  which  will  give  the  Canal 
Zone  employes  relief  '  from  the  conditions 
complained  of  in  these  resolutions,  that  tne 
demands    outlined    herein    be    complied    wltn. 


that  Resolution  No.  2  referred  to  above 
be  indorsed  and  that  such  action  be  taken 
by  this  convention  which  will  remove  tne 
aliens  in  the  employ  of  the  Panama  Canal 
and  Panama  Railroad  from  all  positions  above 
the  grade  of  common  labor. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  this  reso- 
lution be  referred  to  the  Executive  CouneO 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  for  in« 
vestigation  and  action  thereon. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the   recommendation   of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Putnam,  author  of  the  resolution, 
spoke  at  length  in  favor  of  some  plan  to 
remedy  the  existing  conditions  in  tne  Canal 
Zone.  He  described  the  various  classes  of 
labor  there,  their  work<ng  and  living  oondl- 
tions,  their  wages,  and  various  other  matters 
connected  with  emplojrment  in  the  Zone. 
He  asked  to  appear  before  the  Executive 
Council  when  the  question  Is  taken  up  tor 
consideration    and    action. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of   the    committee   was    carried. 

Resolution  No.  22— By  Delegates  D*Ales- 
sandro.  W.  F.  Dwyer.  John  Carley,  J.  V. 
Moreschi  and  J.  B.  Etchison.  of  the  Inter* 
national  Hod  Carriers.  Building  and  Common 
Laborers'    Union    of    America: 

WHEREAS.  The  National  Committee  formed 
at  the  St.  Paul  Convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  :n  accordance  with  Reso- 
lution No.  29  for  the  purpose  of  organizing 
the  workers  in  the  steel  industry  has  organ- 
ized thousands  of  common  laborers  b^^th  in- 
side and  outside  the  mills.'  includ'ng  brick-^ 
layers'  helpers,  plasterers*  helpers,  men  bu'ld- 
tng  sewers  and  streets,  who  come  under  the- 
jurisdicfon  of  the  International  Hod  Car- 
riers. Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Union 
of    America :    and 

WHEREAS.  Members  of  the  International 
Hod  Carriers.  Building  and  Common  Labor-  ^ 
ers'  Union  of  America  have  been  compellod 
to  pay  initiation  fees  to  the  National  Com- 
m'ttee.  which  has  refused  to  transfer  these 
laborers  to  the  International  Hod  Carriers, 
Building  and  Common  Laborers'  Un  on  of 
America,  but  has  distributed  them  to  various 
national  and  international  unions,  especially 
the  Amalgamated  Association  of  Iron.  Steel 
and   Tin   Workers :   therefore,    be    t 

RESOLVED.  That  this  Thirty-n'nth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  held  in  Atlantic  City.  N  J.,  in- 
struct the  National  Committee  and  the  Amal- 
gamated Association  of  Iron.  Steel  and  Tin 
Workers  to  transfer  all  the  laborers  mentioned 
in  this  resolution  to  the  International  Hod 
Carriers.  Building  and  Common  Laborers' 
Union    of   America. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the  words 
"and  other  laborers"  in  the  ninth  and  tentn 
lines  of  the  first  Whereas  be  stricken  out,  antf 
the    resolution    adopted    as    amended. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

Delegate  Walker.  Mine  Workers:  The  other 
laborers  in  th's  case  are  usually  apprentices 
for  the  steel  and  tin  workers,  and.  they  are^ 
employed  permanently  by  the  companies  opeiw 
ating  the  plants. 
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The  chairman  of  the  committee  annoanced 
that  aU  those  interested  had  agreed  to  the 
change. 

Delegate  Snilivan  stated  that  he  did  not  op- 
pose the  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
but  did  protest  against  the  introduction  of 
the  resolution  by  the  Hod  Carriers,  as  the 
organization  he  represented,  the  Amalgamated 
Association  of  Iron,  Steel  and  Tin  Workers, 
had  never  claimed  jurisdiction  over  established 
organizations. 

Delegate  Edwards,  Iron.  Sted  and  Tin 
Workers:  At  a  joint  meeting  of  represenU- 
tives  of  the  Hod  Carriers  and  Laborers  and 
the  Amalgamated  Association  a  few  days  ago 
we  had  an  understanding  that  the  Hod  Car* 
riers  did  not  claim  jurisdiction  over  the  men 
known  as  "maintenance  men"  in  the  steel 
industry,  but  that  they  referred  to  the  con- 
struction men.  They  gave  us  their  word  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  present  a  scale  to  the 
mill  owners  at  any  time  in  the  future  which 
was    not   satisfactory   to   us. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
•f   the    committee   was    carried. 

Resolution  No.  27 — ^Delegate  George 
Sauter.  of  Wilmington,  Del.,  Central  Labor 
Union. 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Central  Labor  Union 
•f  WJmngton,  Delaware,  and  vicinity  place 
the  matter  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Carmen  seeking  to  force  members  of  various 
crafU  in  shops  throughout  the  country  into 
their  union.  Some  of  these  men  have  been 
in  organ  zed  craft  bodies  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  do  not  feel  that  they  should  take 
a    card    again    in    the    Carmen's    Union. 

Tour  committee  is  of  "the  opinion  that 
the  subject  matter  contained  in  this  resolu- 
tion resU  solely  with  the  intemat  onal  unions 
affected,  and  therefore  recommend  non-concur- 
rence   In    the    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  60 — By  Delegate  Michael 
A.  Broderick,  of  the  Quincy,  Mass.,  Central 
Labor    Union. 

WHEREAS.  A  condition  prevails  in  the 
metal  industry  of  th  s  country  that  is  im- 
practical from  an  organization  standpoint, 
insofar  as  it  concerns  one  of  the  crafts 
whose  occupation  is  being  rapidly  expanded 
because  of  changing  methods  of  manufac- 
ture. name!y.  the  welding  and  burning  pro- 
cesses by  electricity  and  oxy-acetylene  gas; 
and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  for  the  mutual  protec- 
fon  of  all  employed  in  metal  work,  irre- 
spective of  craft  or  calling,  that  all  be 
organized     to    the    greatest    possible    extent; 

WHEREAS,  Because  of  the  prevailing  con- 
dition in  th's  craft,  many  workers  cannot 
be  organized  owing  to  jurisdictional  claims 
of  various  nat  onal  and  international  bodies 
in   the  organized   metal   crafts:   and 

WHEREAS,  The  workmen  following  the 
electric  and  oxy-acetylene  welding  industry 
are  employed  at  their  trade  in  shipjrards, 
foundries,  auto  manufactories,  repair  shops, 
maehiae     shops,     blacksmith     shops,     copper 


shops,  sheet-metal  shops,  and  structural  oper- 
ations, in  fact,  in  all  the  industries  where 
metals   of   any    nature   are   used :   and 

WHEREAS,  All  these  trades  or  crafts 
claim  jurisdiction  necessitating  the  dectrie 
and  oxy-acetyV?ne  welders  to  carry  cards  in 
as  many  different  organizations  as  there 
are  trades   involved;   therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  electric  and  oxy- 
acetylene  welders  be  recognized  as  a  separate 
trade  and  that  a  charter  recognizing  th's 
fact  be  issued  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  because  the  electric  and  oxy- 
acetylene  welding  process  is  a  distinct  trade 
apart  entirely  from  the  other  trades  in  the 
metal    industry;    and.    be    it    further 

RESOLVED,  That  committees  composed  of 
men  following  the  electric  and  oxy-acetylene 
trade  be  given  an  opportunity  to  appear 
before  the  proper  committees  at  the  above- 
named  conventions  to  show  reasons  why 
the  request  for  charter  should  be  granted,  or 
if  the  matter  is  referred  to  Executive 
Council  of  American  Federation  of  Labor 
that  the  committee  referred  to,  be  given  the 
same  opportunity  to  present  its  case  before 
the   Ebcecutive  Council. 

Your  committee  recommend  non-concur- 
rence in  the  resolution  and  reaffirmation  of 
the  decision  of  the  Baltimore  Convention, 
which   reads   as   follows: 

"We  recommend  that  this  convention  de- 
clare that  'acetylene  welding*  ^s  a  process, 
and  that  'acetylene  welder'  is  a  tool,  which 
can  no  more  come  under  the  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  any  one  trade  or  calling  than  can 
the   hammer    or    the   saw." 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  61— By  Delegates  Mihon 
Snellings,  H.  M.  Comerford,  E.  L.  Edgerton, 
and  Albert  Peterson,  of  the  International 
Un'on    of    Steam    and    Operating    Engineers; 

WHEREAS.  The  International  Union  of 
Steam  and  Operating  Engineers  have  been 
on  strike  in  brickyards  in  "  the  City  of  Chi- 
cago and  vicinity  since  September.  1912, 
and  are  now  on  strike;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  United  Brick  and  Clay 
Workei-8  of  Amer  ca  have  during  that  period 
manned  the  positions  struck  by  the  engineers 
with  members  of  their  organization,  and 
thereby  helping  to  break  the  strike,  which 
have  worked  a  great  injury  to  our  member- 
ship;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Union  of 
Steam  and  Operative  Engineers  have  tried 
to  meet  w'th  representatives  of  the  United 
Brick  and  Clay  Workers  of  America  for  the 
purpose  of  adjusting  this  long-standing  con- 
troversy to  which  the  United  Brick  and  Clay 
Workers  of  America  have  not  responded; 
ther*»fore,    be    it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  assembled  in 
AUantic  City.  N.  J.,  instruct  the  Unted 
Brick  and  Clay  Workers  of  America  to  ob- 
serve the  charter  rights  of  the  Interna- 
tional Union  of  Steam  and  Operating  En- 
gineers ;  and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  this  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  go  on  record 
to  do  all  in  its  power  to  adjust  th's  strike 
of  seven  (7)  years'  duration,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  International  Union  of  Steam  '  and 
Operating  Engineers.  . 
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Your  committee  recommend  concnrrence  in 
this   resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  discussed  at  length  by 
Delegate  Hasten.  Brick  and  Clay  Workers, 
and  Delegate  Snellings,  Steam  and  Operat- 
ing Engineers. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  carried. 

Resolution  No.  83 — By  Delegates  Andrew  C. 
Hughes  and  James  J.  Doyle,  of  the  Coopers* 
International    Union. 

WHEREAS,  Resolution  85  of  the  St.  Paul 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor,  covering  jurisdiction  disputes  between 
the  International  Longshoremen's  Association, 
was  ordered  to  be  amicably  settled  through  a 
conference  arranged  by  the  president  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  between  that 
organization  and  the  Coopers'  International 
Union,  covering  ship  cooperage  and  cooper- 
age repair  work  on  the  docks  of  Greater 
New  York;  and 

WHEREAS,  President  Gompers  delegated 
James  E.  Roach,  his  representative,  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  York  City  to  bring  about  a  set- 
tlement between  the  two  contending  parties ; 
and 

WHEREAS,  On  October  18,  1918.  Repre- 
sentative Roach  met  representatives  of  both 
organizations  and  arrived  to  a  signed  agree- 
ment, which  if  lived  up  to  by  the  I.  L.  A. 
would  forever  harmonize  the  claims  of  both 
organizations;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  signing  parties  represent- 
ing the  I.  L.  A.  had,  by  their  signatures, 
agreed  to  put  an  end  of  the  victimizing  of 
un'on  coopers  on  all  piers  of  Greater  New 
York,  recognizing  the  union  cards  of  coop- 
ers who  are  known  for  years  as  ship,  cargo 
and   dock   coopers;    and 

WHEREAS,  A  short  time  after  the  depar- 
ture of  Representative  Roach,  the  two  busi- 
ness agents  of  the  I.  L.  A.  again  harassed 
our  members  by  compelling  employers  to  dis- 
charge them  and  put  to  work  mepabers  of  a 
so-called  union  known  as  Cargo  Repairers' 
Local  No.  908,  under  threat  of  a  strike;  there- 
fore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Coopers*  Interna- 
tional Union  demand  that  the  I.  L.  A.  and 
the  representatives  of  its  local  unions  to 
abide  by   their  agreement. 

Your  committee  recommend  concurrence  in 
the  resolution  and  that  the  agreement  en- 
tered into  between  the  Coopers'  International 
Union  of  North  America  and  the  International 
Longshoremen's  Association,  on  October  18, 
1918,  signed  by  the  representatives  of  both 
organizations,  and  also  by  General  Organizer 
James  E.  Roach,  representing  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  be  lived  up  to  in  its 
entirety. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the    recommendation    of   the    committee. 

Delegate  Hughes,  Coopers,  discussed  the 
resolution  and  urged  that  the  practice  of 
longshoremen  doing  the  work  that  belongs  to 
members  of  his  organization  be  discontinued. 
The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  carried. 


Resolution  No.  96 — By  Delegate  John  J. 
Hynes,  of  the  AmalgiamatiDd  Sheet  Ifetal 
Workers,  F.  A. 

WHEREAS,  For  several  years  a  contro- 
versy has  existed  between  the  Sheet  Metal 
Workers'  International  Union  and  the  Stove 
Mounters'   International   Union;   and 

WHEREAS,  Several  conferences  have  been 
held  w'thout  any  result:  and 

WHEREAS,  Said  controversy  is  creating 
much  turmoil  in  the  industry;  Uierefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  deputise 
one  of  their  members  to  make  an  investiga- 
tion looking  to  dari^ring  the  situation  in  an 
amicable  way. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence  in 
the  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  97 — By  Delegates  J.  W. 
Kline,  International  Brotherhood  Blacksmiths 
and  Helpers;  Louis  Weyand,  Charles  J.  Mac- 
Go  wan. 

WHEREAS,  The  National  Federation  of 
Federal  Employes  was  organized  and  char- 
tered by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
and  granted  jurisdiction  over  men  and  women 
in  clerical  '^capacities  and  other  Federal  em- 
ployes not  eligible  to  any  of  the  existing  na- 
tional or  international  unions  aflSliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor ;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  now  develops  that  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Federal  Employes  is 
totally  disregarding  the  recognized  and  estab- 
lished jurisdiction  of  many  international 
unions  affiliated  with  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  and  is  accepting  into  member^ 
ship  any  and  all  who  desire  to  make  appli- 
cation and  in  some  cases  the  applicants  are 
suspended  and  expelled  members  of  existing 
national  and  international  unions ;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  National  Federation 
of  Federal  Employes  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  cease  accepting  into  membership 
in  their  organization  men  and  women  wlra 
properly  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  other 
national  and  international  unions  those  mem- 
bers who  are  wrongfully  members  of  the  Na- 
tional Federation  of  Federal  Employes. 

Referred  to   Committee  on   Adjustments. 

Your  conomittee  reconunends  concurrence  in 
this   resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  140 — By  Delegates  John  Don- 
lin.  Operative  Plasterers'  International  Asso- 
ciation ;  William  L.  Hutcheson,  United  Brother- 
hood of  Carpenters  and  Joiners  of  America ; 
John  J.  Hynes,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal 
Workers*   International   Alliance. 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Brotherhood 
of  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes  claim  for 
their  membership  jurisdiction  over  the  con- 
struction, repair  and  alteration  of  all  bu'JdingB 
owned  by  railroads;  and 

WHEREAS,  Said  Brotherhood  in  the  past 
not  only  has  done  much  of  this  work,  bat 
insists  upon  doing  such  building  work  in  the 
future ;  and 

WHEREAS,  Several  conferences  held  be- 
tween    said     International     Brotherhood      of 
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liaintenanee  of  Way  EmploTea  and  Interna- 
tional Unions  of  the  Bnildinff  Trades  Depart- 
ment of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  availed  nothing  in 
the  way  of  an  adjustment  or  nnderstandinff ; 
therefore,  be  it 

"RtA^^LtVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  revoke  the  charter  of  said  Inter- 
national Brotherhood  of  Biaintenance  of  Way 
Employes. 

After  hearing  this  case  at  great  length, 
yonr  committee  is  convinced  that  the  United 
Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of  Way  Em- 
ployes and  Railway  Shop  Laborers  have 
within  their  membership  workers  who  prop- 
erly belong  to  the  affiliated  building  trades 
and  other  international  anions  referred  to  in 
the  resolution,  and  feel  that  while  in  agree- 
ment with  the  facts  as  steted  in  the  resolu- 
tion, the  organization  affected  should  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  comply  with  the 
recommendation. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  conven- 
tion direct  the  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance 
of  Way  Employes  and  Railway  Shop  Labor- 
ers to  cease  encroaching  on  the  jurisdiction 
lines  of  other  affiliated  organizations,  and 
to  transfer  to  the  respective  international 
unions  all  those  members  now  within  their 
organization  who  properly  come  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  other  international  unions,  and 
the  Executive  Council  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  be  instructed  to  see  that 
this  is  done  within  a  reasonable  time,  and  in 
the  event  that  the  Brotherhood  of  Mainte- 
nance of  Way  Employes  and  Railway  Shop 
Laborers  fail  to  comply  with  same,  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  is  hereby  empowered  to  suspend  the 
charter  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance  of 
Way  Employes  and  Railway  Shop  Laborers 
until  such  time  as  they  comply  with  this' 
decision. 

The  following  letter  was  read  following 
the  reading  of  the  resolution  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee: 

Detroit,  Mich.,  June  18,  1919. 
P.  J.  Morrin, 
General  President, 
International    Association    of    Bridge, 
Structural     and     Ornamental     Iron 
Workers, 

Chalfonte  Hotel,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

Relative  to  your  complaint  that  members 
of  our  organization  are  infringing  upon  the 
jurisdiction  claims  of  work  of  your  Inter- 
national Association,  I  wish  to  assure  you 
that  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Maintenance 
of  Way  Employes  and  Railway  Shop  Labor- 
ers do  not  claim  jurisdiction  over  any  Bridge, 
Structural  or  Ornamental  Iron  Work  or  Pile 
Driving,  erection  or  removal  or  falsework  in 
connection  with  such  work  done  by  any  of 
the  railroads  of  this  country,  and  further 
we  agree  that  where  any  encroachment  of 
your  jurisdictional  claims  is  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  international  officials  of  our 
union   we  will   give  it   our   immediate   atten- 


tion and  stop  our  members  from  doing  such 
work. 

Trusting  that  this  is  satisfactory  to  your 
organization  and  assuring  you  of  our  desire 
to  fully  respect  your  jurisdictional  claims,  I 
remain 

United    Brotherhood   of   Maintenance   of   Way 
Employes    and    Railway    Shop    Laborers, 
A.  E.  BARKER,  Grand  President, 
U.  B.  M.  W.  E.  A  R.  S.  L. 

Delegate  Morrin,  Ironworkers,  asked  that 
the  above  document  be  made  part  of  the 
records  of  the  convention  and  its  insertion  in 
the   records   was  ordered. 

The  recommendation  of  the  conmiittee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  148 — By  Delegate  Alice  A. 
Kissam,  of  the  Bookkeepers,  Stenographers  and 
Accountents'  Union,  No.  12,646. 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Brotherhood 
of  Teamsters  has  recently  organized  the  clerks 
in  the  express  offices  in  New  York  City :  and 

WHEREAS.  The  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Clerks  claims  jurisdiction  over  these  express 
clerks ;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Brotherhood  of  Raflway 
Clerks  has  jurisdiction  only  over  clerks  in 
railway  offices  and  these  express  clerks  are 
not   employed    in   railway   offices;   and 

WHEREAS,  Bookkeepers'  Stenographers' 
and  Accountents'  Union,  No.  12.646,  New  York 
City,  claims  that  these  ^express  clerks  come 
within  their  jurisdiction,  performing  work 
over  which   they   claim  jurisdiction;    and 

WHEREAS.  Bookkeepers'  Stenographers' 
and  Accountents'  Union,  12,646  can  do  no 
more  for  these  clerks  than  can  the  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Clerks  in  that  there  are 
very  few  railway  clerks  in  New  York  City; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Bookkeepers',  Stenographers' 
and  Accountents'  Union  No.  12.646  claim 
jurisdiction  over  the  express  clerks  and  in 
fact  have  sterted  arrangements  with  the  In- 
ternational Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  for  their 
transfer  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Bookkeepers' 
Stenographers'  and  Accountents'  Union,  No. 
12.646;  therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  claim  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Railway  Clerks  to  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  over  the  Express  Clerks  be  held 
in  abeyance  and  that  this  protest  be  re- 
ferred to  the  proper  committee  of  this  con- 
vention for  a  hearing,  at  which  the  delegate 
of  the  Bookkeepers',  Stenographers'  and  Ac- 
countente'  Union  may  have  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard. 

Your  committee  finds  that  the  claims  of 
jurisdiction  of  both  the  Stenographers',  Type- 
writers', Bookkeepers'  and  Assistente'  Unions 
and  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Clerks  are  so 
conflicting,  it  will  be  necessary  to  verify  same 
by  the  official  records  at  headquarters.  There- 
fore, your  committee  recommend  that  this 
whole  subject  matter  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  for  investigation  and  action  by  said 
Executive  Council. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Secretery  Golden:  This  completes  the  re- 
port of  the  Adjustment  Committee,  whieh  is 
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respectfully  submitted  and  signed  by  all  th* 
members  of  the  committee. 

T.  A.  RICKBRT,  ChmirmAn, 

JOHN  GOLDEN.  Secretary. 
OOLLIS  LOVELY, 

JAMES  C.  SHANESSY. 

WILLIAM    QUINLAN. 

H.   J.   CONWAY, 

MILTON  SNELLINGS, 

T.   W.  McCULLOUGH. 

EDWARD   FLORE, 

A    W.  RUSSELL. 

JOHN  H.  WALKER, 

SAM   TOBIN. 

C.  L.  SHAM  P. 

J.    B.    ETCHISON. 

WILLIAM  E.  BRYAN. 
Secretary   Golden   moved   the  adoption   of 
the    report   as    a    whole.      The   motion    was 
seconded  and  carried. 

REPORT   OF  OOIOIITTEE   ON  BUILDINO 
TRADES 

Delegate  Donlin.  Chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee,  reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  104— By  Delegates  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Painters,  Decorators  and 
Paperhangers    of   America. 

WHEREAS.  Among  the  policy  holders  of 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company 
are  many  members   of  organized   labor;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  company  owns  buildings 
in  New  York  City  and  elsewhere  upon  which 
it  directly  employs  a  number  of  painters 
who  are  not  members  of  the  Brotherhood 
of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paperbangers  of 
America:  now,  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  officers  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor  be  directed  to  use 
their  good  offices  with  the  company  to  the 
end  that  it  may  be  induced  to  employ  union 
men  as  painters  upon  all  of  its  construction 
and  maintenance  work  and  to  otherwise  com- 
ply with  union  conditions. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence 
in  the  resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  146 — After  consultation  with 
the  representatives  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Carpenters  and  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists  they  agreed  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  withdrawn,  therefore  your  committee 
recommends  that  Resolution  No.  146  be 
expunged  from  the  proceedings  of  this  con- 
vention, and  that  the  officers  of  the  two 
organixations  continue  their  negotiations  to- 
ward a  settlement  of  the  contention. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  159 — ^By  Delegate  John  M. 
Harrigan,  of  the  SchenecUdy,  N.  Y.,  Trades 
Assembly. 

The  Building  Trades  Council  of  Schenec- 
tady, N.  Y.,  respectfully  submits  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  your  consideration  and 
earnestly  urges  the  adoption  of  same: 

WHEREAS,  It  is  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  building  trades  that  aU  Building  Trades 
Locals  be  affiliated  with  the  Building  Trades 
Council  in  their  vicinity;  and 


WHEREAS,  There  ara  a  numbar  of  Build- 
ing Trades  Locals  which  either  through  laek 
of  interest  or  selfish  motives  are  not  affllU 
ated  and  will  not  affiliate:  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  in  the  event  of  tha 
adoption  of  these  resolutiona  they  become 
effective  immediately. 

Your  committee  recommends  that  the  sub- 
Ject-matter  contained  in  Resolution  No.  169 
be  referred  to  the  Ehcecutive  Council  of  the 
Building  Trades  Department. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committea 
was  adopted. 

Machinists — Oazpenters 

There  is  nothing  which  has  developed  in 
this  case  since  our  report  to  the  St.  Paul 
Convention  so  far  as  we  are  advised.  Tha 
representatives  of  the  two  organizationa 
have  not  conferred  as  to  the  questions  at 
issue   between   them. 

On  the  above  section  of  the  Executive 
Council's  report  your  comm  ttee  recom- 
mends that  the  Executive  Council  and  Prea- 
ident  of  the  Building  Trades  Department 
eontinwd  their  efforts  to  assist  the  officers  of 
the  two  organizations  to  arrive  at  an  adjust- 
ment of  this  controversy. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Carpenters — Sheet  Metal  Worken 
Upon   that   portion    of   the    report   of    the 
Executive   Council   under   the  above   caption 
your    committee    reports    as    follows: 

The  subject  matter  is  still  in  the  hands 
of  the  presidents  of  the  two  contending  or- 
ganizations for  further  consideration,  with 
prospects  at  this  time  Very  favorable  for 
an    adjustment. 

Committee  recommends  that  more  time 
be  given.  • 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Chairman   Donlin:  This   completes   the   re- 
port of  the   committee  on   Building   Tradea. 
which  IS  respectfully  submitted  and  signed — 
JOHN    DONLIN.     Chairman. 
SAM   GRIGGS. 
JAMES  P.  NOONAN. 
WM.  J.  McSORLEY, 
D.  D'ALESSANDRO. 
J.  C.  SKEMP, 
CHARLES  M.   RAU. 
FRANK  FEENEY, 
JOHN  J.  HYNES, 
J.  M.  GAVLAK, 
WM.   J.   BOWEN. 
P.   J.  MORRIN, 

P.  H.  McCarthy, 

SAM  GRIGGS, 
JEREMIAH  HURLEY. 
Conmiittee  on  Building  Tradea. 
Delegate    Donlin    moved    the    adoption    of 
the  report  of  tlve  committee  as  a  whole.    The 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  B0T00TT8 
Delegate    Forrester,    Secretary   of   the   com- 
mittee,  reported  as   follows: 

Your  conunittee  has  amended  Resolution 
No.  19  by  striking  out  the  two  "Resolves," 
which   read : 

RESOLVED.  That  a  copy  of  this  resolution 
be  sent  by  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  all  farm  papers,  magazines  and  Farmers' 
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SMteties  of  Equity  throughout  the  country 
for  publication. 

RESOLVED,  That  we.  the  La  Croew  Tradee 
and  Labor  CJouncU  request  of  the  Am^ican 
Federation  of  Labor,  that  the  products  of 
the  La  Crosse  Plow  Company,  who  are  manu- 
facturers of  farm  implements,  be  Pljced  on 
Se  unfair  list  of  the  American  Federation 
•f  Labor:  and.  be  it  further 

And  substituting  other  reserves,  the  amend- 
ed resolution  to  read: 

RMolution  No.  19— By  La  Crosse,  Wis., 
Trades  and  Labor  Council. 

WHEREAS,  on  July  10,  19ia  the  La  Crosse 
Flow  Company,  of  La  Cro«ie.  Wuj.  duicharg^ 
•ne  of  their  employes-one  AibertReich^d. 
member  of  Blacksmiths'  Union  No.  468-- 
and  gave  as  their  reason  for  so  doing,  m 
the  pSencrof  U.  S.  Conciliator  G.Y.  Harry. 
thSt  he.  Albert  Reichgeld.  had  joined  the 
Blacksmiths'  Union,  and  was  active  In  so- 
licitinf  others  to  do  the  same;  ana 

WHEREAS.  Harry  Hirschelpier.  ▼*««  P J»j: 
dent  of  the  La  Crosse  Plow  Company,  admitted 
U  the  discharged  employe  in  t»ie  prc»ence 
of  a  witness,  also  to  our  local  organizer, 
i  G.  KnSteJi.  and  Mr.  G.  Y.  Harry.  Com- 
missioner of  Conciliation  of  the  Department 
of  Labor,  that  the  discharged  employe.  Mr. 
luichgeld  in  his  union  activities  wm  ««* 
STing  the  time  of  his  wnployer.  or  the  time 
of  the  other  employes  of  the  plant;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  a  clearly  established  fact 
that  the  discharged  employe  was  not  using 
Ihe  time  of  hs  employer  or  his  f«fow  em- 
ployes in  his  activities  and  it  would  there- 
fore be  considered  as  ' 'legitimate  trade  union 
activties."  according  to  the  principles  and 
SSlciei  promulgated  by  President  WOson's 
??lJc^^tion  and  established  by  the  Nat.ona 
War  Labor  Board,  which  clause  reads,  to  wit . 
"Employers  should  not  discharge  their  em- 
ployes for  membership  in  tradw  unions  nor 
for  legitimate  trade  union  activities    ;  and 

WHEREAS,  After  all  honorable  means  at 
our  command  locaUy  had  been  used  we  ap- 
pealed to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Labor  for 
the  services  of  a  Commwsioner  of  Concilia- 
tion who  arrived  about  September  26,  l»i», 
and  after  several  conferences  with  Mr.  Hirscli- 
heimer  failed  to  secure  a  setUement  through 
conciliatory  methods,  this  being  our  last  r«ort 
to  secure  a  settlement,  the  matter  was  then 
submitted  to  the  National  War  Labor  Board; 
and 

WHEREAS,  On  March  5.  1919.  the  National 
War  Labor  Board  handed  down  a  recom- 
mendation as  foUows:  "We  recommend  that 
Albert  Reichgeld.  in  this  case,  who  was 
discharged  on  July  10th,  be  offered  employ- 
ment with  the  La  Crosse  Plow  Company, 
without  demotion,  and  that  he  be  paid  for  the 
time  lost  since  his  dismissal,  minus  any  other 
earnings  rece'ved  by  him  for  services  rendered 
in  other  employment.  We  recommend  this 
action  because  the  evidence  shows  that  his 
work  was  satisfactory  and  that  his  dismissal 
was  due  to  his  union  aflMiation  and  activity; 
and 

WHEREAS.  Upon  receipt  of  this  recom- 
mendation from  the  National  War  Labor 
Board  our  local  representative  wait^  upon 
Mr.  Hirschheimer  and  requested  that  he  com- 
ply with  the  recommendations  of  the  War 
Labor   Board,  which  he  absolutely  refused  to 

^^HEREAS,  We  fed  that  we  have  exerted 


aU  means  within  our  power  to  secure  a 
peaceable  settlement  of  this  case,  and  have 
failed  in  our  attempt;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we.  the  delegates  to  the 
Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  in  convention  as- 
sembled, do  hereby  condemn  the  unfair  atti- 
tude of  the  La  Crosse  Plow  Company  towards 
its  employes;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  by  the  officers  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  to  all  State  and  central 
bodies  affiliated,  all  farm  papers,  journals  and 
magazines  for  publication,  and  also  to  all 
Farmers'  Societies  of  Equity  and  their  kin- 
dred organizations  throughout  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  so  that  it  will  receive 
the  very  widest  possible  degree  of  publicity. 

Your  committee  recommends  the  adoption  of 
the    resolution   as   amended. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  26 — By  Delegate  Seymour 
Hastings,  of  the  Motion  Picture  Players' 
Union,  No.  16,877. 

WHEREAS.  The  Motion  Picture  Produc- 
ers' Association  does  not  recognize  the  Motion 
Picture  Players'  Union;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  producer  or  produc- 
ers who  do  not  recognize  the  Motion  P'cture 
Players'  Union's  right  to  collective  bargain- 
ing be  considered  unfair  to  organized  labor 
and  all  trades  unionists  be  requested  to  with- 
draw their  patronage  from  any  of  the  18.200 
houses  that   run  their  pictures. 

Your  committee  non-concurs  in  this  resolu- 
tion, but  recommends  that  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
make  an  earnest  endeavor  to  adjust  the  exist- 
ing differences  and  also  a  special  effort  to 
organize  the  Motion  Picture  Players  of  the 
entire  country  with  a  view  to  bring' ng  about 
the  proper  recognition  of  the  union  of  these 
workers. 

A  motion  was  made  and  seconded  to  adopt 
the  recommendation   of  the  committee. 

The  question  was  discussed  briefly  by  Dele- 
gate Hastings,  Motion  Picture  Players,  and 
by  Delegate  Fitzpatrick.  White  Rats  Actors' 
Association. 

Delegate   Shay,   Theatrical   Stage   Employes, 

announced    that    his    organization    decided    to 

be  represented  when  the  conference  is  called. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 

adopted. 

Resolution  No.  28 — By  Stenographers',  Type- 
writers', Bookkeepers'  and  Assistants'  Union, 
No.    16,405,    of    Omaha,    Nebraska. 

WHEREAS,  W.  A.  Fraser,  Sovereign  Com- 
mander of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  has 
carried  on  a  campa'gn  of  discrimination,  in- 
timidation and  victimization  against  members 
of  Stenographers',  Typewriters',  Bookkeepers' 
and  Assistants'  Union  No.  16,405  since  the 
union  was  organized  in  January,  1919.  until 
eighteen  union  members  have  been  discharged, 
including  aJl  union  officers;  and 

WHEREAS,  Members  of  the  Stenograph- 
ers' Union,  organized  to  get  relief  from  the 
low  salaries  paid  and  the  excessively  long 
working  day  prevailing  at  Woodmen  head- 
quartets,     and     have    used    every    honorable 
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meaiii  to  adjoBt  conditions  and  get  fair 
treatment ;    and 

WHEREAS,  Attempts  by  committees  from 
the  Stenographers'  Union  and  Omaha  Central 
Labor  Union  to  effect  a  peaceable  adjustment 
and  reinstatement  of  discharged  employes  has 
met  with    flat   refusal;   and 

WHEREAS,  Said  W.  A.  Fraser  has  made 
the  statement  that  he  would  spend  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  crush  the  union  among  his 
office  employes,  and  that  none  of  those  dis- 
charged would  be  reinstated,  "Regardless  of 
what  any  damn  Union  on  Christ's  earth  has 
to  say  in  the  matter";  and 

WHEREAS,  A  challenge  has  been  issued  to 
organised  labor  by  W.  A.  Fraser  in  these 
words:  "I  wish  my  one  million  members  of 
the  W.  O.  W.  and  the  Sovereign  Visitor 
will  fight  organized  labor  and  its  three  mil- 
lion members,  and  all  the  union  papers  to  a 
finish.  I  have  issued  a  challenge  and  thrown 
down  the  gauntlet.  If  you  fellows  want  to 
fight,  hop  to  it";  and 

WHEREAS,  Through  the  aid  of  local  unions 
and  the  Omaha  Central  Labor  Union,  the 
Stenographers'  Union  has  been  enabled  to 
carry  on  a  wide  publicity  campaign  among 
the  rank  and  file  of  Woodmen  members,  in- 
forming them  of  conditions  and  the  attitude 
of  their  Sovereign  Commander,  W.  A.  Fraser; 
and 

WHEREAS,  The  Omaha  Central  Labor 
Union,  on  April  4,  1919,  placed  W.  A.  Fraser, 
Sovereign  Commander  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World,  on  the  unfair  list  when  all  efforts 
had  failed  to  adjust  the  controversy;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  Stenographers'  Union 
No.  16.406,  and  the  Omaha  Central  Labor 
Union  do  jointly  request  the  American  Fed- 
eratir'O  of  Labor  Convention  to  place  the  said 
W.  A.  Fraser  on  their  unfair  list  and  give 
the  w'dest  publicity  possible  to  the  arbitrary 
attitude  assumed  by  W.  A.  Fraser  in  dealing 
with  his  employes  and  organized  labor;  and, 
be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  a  special  effort  be  made 
through  the  Secretary  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  to  interest  aU  National, 
State,  Central  and  Local  Unions  in  the  con- 
troversy between  the  Sovereign  Commander 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World  and  the  union 
of  his  employes,  with  the  purpose  of  making 
the  protest  as  wide  as  the  membership  of 
the   Woodmen    Order. 

In  conformity  with  the  laws  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  your  committee  rec- 
ommends that  this  resolution  be  referred  to 
the  Ebcecutive  Council  with  instructions  to 
make  a  thorough  inveBt{gat!on  and  an  etlo'rt 
to  adjust.  Failing  to  adjust  they  shall,  if 
they  find  the  statements  contained  in  the 
resolution  to  be  true,  at  once,  through  the 
American  Federationist  and  by  circular,  bring 
to  the  attention  of  all  affiliated  organizations, 
Intemat'onal  and  National  Unions.  State  and 
Central  Bodies,  and  Trade  and  Federal  Unions 
this  most  unfair  and  un-American  attitude 
of  Mr.  W.  A.  Fraser,  Sovereign  Commander 
of  the  Woodmen  of  the  World,  and  take  such 
further  action  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  to 
bring  Sovereign  Commander  W.  A.  Fraser  and 
the  membership  of  the  Woodmen  of  the 
World    to    a    realisation    that   this    pernicious 


nn-American  and  unfair  attitude  towtfrda 
organized  labor  and  the  employes  in  the  offices 
of  the  Sovereign  Commander  must  be  discon- 
tinued. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  66 — By  Delegates  J.  W.  Kline. 
International  Brotherhood  of  Blacksmiths  and 
Helpers;  T.  Healy,  International  Brotherhood 
of  Stationary  Firemen  and  Oilers;  A.  O. 
Wharton,  International  Association  of  Ma- 
chinists' Delegation;  John  J.  Hsmes,  Sheet 
Metal    Workers'    International    Union. 

WHEREAS,  The  members  of  various  labor 
unions  and  other  employes  of  the  W-llys- 
Overland  Confpany  at  Toledo,  Ohio,  Elyria, 
Ohio,  and  Elmira,  N.  T.,  plants  have  for  the 
past  three  years  enjoyed  the  eight-hour  day 
with  Saturday  half  holidays;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Willys-Overland  Company 
did,  on  May  6th,  arbitrarily  increase  the  work- 
ing hours  from  the  46-hour  basic  week  to  the 
48-hour  basic  week  while  negotiations  for  a 
new  wage  adjustment  were  in  progress;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Willys-Overland  Company- 
has  in  the  past  met  with  committees  sdected 
by  the  various  unions  to  negotiate  wages  and 
shop  conditions,  but  is  now  insisting  that 
aU  committees  in  future  must  be  selected  under 
a  plan   prepared  by  the  company:  and 

WHEREAS,  To  increase  the  hours  of  labor 
at  this  time  is  unfair,  undemocratic  un- 
American  and  contrary  to  the  necessities  of 
the  times ;  and 

WHEREAS,  It  is  the  fundamental  right  of 
members  of  organized  labor  to  choose  their 
shop  committees  at  their  own  time  and  con- 
venience: and 

WHEREAS,  The  members  of  organized 
labor  employed  by  the  Willsrs-Overland  Com- 
pany did  insist  upon  maintaining  the  condi- 
tions established  and  under  which  they  were 
working,  and  as  a  consequence  thereof  were 
arbitrarily  locked  out  by  the  company;  there- 
fore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  em- 
phatically denounces  the  attitude  of  the  Willys- 
Overland  Company ;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  all  national  and  inter- 
national unions  circularize  their  local  lodges, 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Amer'can  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  be  instructed  to  communicate 
with  aU  centra]  labor  unions,  calling  atten- 
tion to  the  unfair  attitude  of  the  WiUjrs- 
Overland  Company  toward  union  labor. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  a  Special  Com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  inquire  into 
and  make  an  effort  to  adjust  the  conditions 
and  matters  complained  of  in  this  resolution, 
your  committee  recommends  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  with  instruc- 
tions to  assist  the  Special  Committee  in 
its  efforts  to  adjust,  and  in  case  these 
efforts  fail  to  take  sucn  action  as  may  be 
necessary  to  carry  out  and  put  into  effect 
the   intent   of  this    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted  unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  81 — ^By  Delegates  Joe  N. 
Weber,  D.  A.  Carey,  0.  A.  Wes'v^r  and  Jos. 
F.   Winkler,  of  the  American   Federation   of 
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MnsicianB;  Charles  C.  Shay,  L.  G.  Dollivar, 
F.  J.  Ryan  and  John  J.  Barry,  of  the  In- 
ternational Alliance  of  Theatrical  Stase  Em- 
ployes. 

WHEREAS,  Certain  interests  in  the 
theatrical  field  in  response  to  the  efforts  of 
the  unions  or  orsranizations  of  the  employes 
to  better  the  conditions  of  the  workers  in 
the  theatres  threatened  to  non-anionixe  their 
establishments  and  are  now  carrying  this 
threat  into  effect;  and 

WHEREAS,  the  activities  of  the  theatrical 
interests  referred  to  if  remaining  nnchal- 
lensred  will  eventoally  lead  to  attempts  by 
other  theatrical  interests  to  hinder  the  im- 
proving of  the  conditions  of  the  workers  in 
theatres  and  furthermore  will  lead  to  efforts 
by  the  employers  in  the  theatrical  field  to 
lower  the  existing  conditions  of  said  work- 
ers; therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
is  hereby  instructed  upon  the  request  for 
assistance  from  the  organizations  interest- 
ed to  render  such  assistance  to  the  fullest 
extent  in  order  to  protect  the  interests  of 
the  workers  in  theatres  and  is  further  in- 
structed to  declare  all  theatrical  inter- 
ests who  maintain  an  antagonistic  policy 
towards  the  organized  workers  in  theatres 
and  their  organization  as  unfair  to  organ- 
ized   labor. 

Because  of  the  indefinite  nature  of  this 
resolution  and  further  because  as  written 
it  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  your  committee  rec- 
ommends non-concurrence  but  offers  the 
following  as  a  substitute,  recommending  its 
adoption  by  the  Convention. 

RESOLVED.  That  the  attempts  of  the 
employers  in  the  theatrical  field  to  make 
the  successful  maintenance  of  unions  of  and 
workers  in  theatres  impossible,  be  referred 
to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  for  investigation  and 
such  further  action  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
situation    may    require    or    demand. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted  unanimously. 

Resolution  No.  115 — By  Delegates  Mat- 
thew Woll  of  the  International  Photo  En- 
gravers' Union;  Walter  W.  Barrett,  T.  W. 
McCulIough.  William  Young,  J.  W.  Hays  of 
the  International  Typographical  Union; 
George  L.  Berry  of  the  International  Print- 
ing Pressmen's  and  Assistants*  Union; 
Walter  N.  Reddick  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Bookbinders;  and  Charles 
Sumner  of  the  International  Stereo typers' 
and  Electrotypers'  Union,  and  Harry  V.  Dill 
of  the  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly,  of  Ken- 
ton  and   Campbell   Counties,   Kentucky. 

WHEREAS,  The  American  Book  Company, 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  manufactures  a  large 
number  of  school  text  books,  which  are  in 
general  use  in  the  schools  throughout  the 
United  States  and  Canada;  and 

WHEREAS.  The  social,  economic  and  po- 
litical advancement  of  the  citizens  of  the 
country  in  general  depends  finally  on  the 
enlightenment  that  comes  through  the  free 
schools,  which  are  the  very  foundation  and 
support  of  our  free  institutions;  and 


WHEREAS.  The  books  from  which  the  chil- 
dren of  the  country,  on  whom  its  future  solely 
rests,  receive  their  first  instructions  on  which 
to  build  their  character  as  men  and  women 
should  be  of  a  quality  beyond  reproach  in 
any  regard;  and 

WHEREAS.  Unremitting  efforts  have  been 
made  without  success  to  bring  about  the 
unionizing  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  American  Book  Company's  Cincinnati 
plant,  its  management  absolutdy  refusing  to 
treat  with  the  representatives  of  organized 
labor,  or  the  unions  directly  involved,  but 
persisting  in  the  practice  of  employing  only 
non-union  labor  as  being  consistent  with  its 
policy  of  control  of  the  text-book  trade  wher- 
ever it  may.  and  ttfus  bringing  before  the 
mind  of  the  chUd  at  its  most  impressionable 
time  the  product  of  unfair  labor;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  convention  assembled  at  Atlantic 
City,  New  Jersey,  that  we  heartily  condemn 
the  policy  of  the  American  Book  Company  in 
its  general  attitude  towards  organized  labor 
and  the  unions  of  the  crafts  employed  in  the 
production  of  school  text-books  in  particular; 
and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  we  urge  upon  all  school 
authorities  and  purchasing  agents  for  the 
public  schools  that  they  provide  only  such 
text-books  and  other  material  for  the  use 
of  the  school  children  of  the  country  as  are 
produced  by  union  labor  and  under  union  con- 
ditions, to  the  end  that  the  first  inkling  of 
general  knowledge  obtained  by  the  children, 
and  the  first  lessons  they  receive  in  the 
glorious  history  of  a  free  people  be  not  he* 
rived  from  sources  tainted  by  the  contam- 
ination of  scab  labor,  to  the  profit  of  those 
who  refuse  to  recognize  the  fundamental 
principles  of  justice  and  fair  dealing  on 
which  the  labor  movement  of  America  rests ; 
and,    be    it    further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  request  the  editors 
of  the  journals  or  other  publications  of 
national  and  international  unions,  the  Ameri- 
can Federationist,  and  the  labor  press  in 
general  to  give  to  this  resolution  or  its  sub- 
stance the  widest  possible  publicity;  and  that 
we  urge  upon  the  various  state  and  city  cen- 
tral bodies  the  necessity  of  giving  the  vitally 
important  matter  of  school  text-boks  a  promi- 
nent  place    in   their    program. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  this  resolution 
and  recommends  its  adoption  by  the  conven- 
tion. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  216 — By  Delegate  Machinists' 
Ddegation. 

WHEREAS,  The  S.  P.  Bowser  Company, 
manufacturers  of  auto  service  station  equip- 
ment in  Fort  Wayne.  Ind.,  have  locked  out 
the  machinists  employed  by  them  and  other 
metal  trades  workers  employed  by  them,  on 
account  of  their  bona  fide  trades  union  ac- 
tivities ;  and 

WHEREAS.  This  un-American  company  has 
taken  a  determined  sUnd  that  the  locked  out 
workers  must,  if  they  desire  to  return  to 
work,  return  individually,  without  a  shop 
committee,  and  sign  the  Rockefeller  plan  of 
organization;  therefore,   be  it 
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RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  !n  eonvention  aMembled.  emphati- 
eally  cond^nn  the  arbitrary  attitude  of  the 
S.  P.  Bowvdr  Company;  and,  be  it  further 

RESOLVED.  That  the  Executive  Council  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  conjunction  with  the  ex- 
ecutive offleert  of  the  organization  directly 
affected,  are  directed  to  use  their  full  influ- 
ence and  power  to  force  this  company  to 
accept  the  principles  of  collective  bargaining 
in  dealing  with   its   employes. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  this  res<riution 
and  recommends  its  adoption  by  the  conven- 
tion. 

The  recommendation  *of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  21S— By  Delegate  A.  Green- 
stein,  of  the  International  Jewehr  Workers' 
Union. 

WHEREAS,  A  controversy  has  arisen  be- 
tween the  firm  of  Robert  H.  Ingersoll,  manu- 
facturers of  the  "Ingersoll  Watch"  and  the 
International  Jewelry  Workers*  Union,  be- 
cause of  the  speed-up  S3rstem.  introduced  by 
the  firm,  with  the  object  of  rapidly  increasing 
its  wealth  at  the  expense  of  overworked  and 
poorly   compensated   employes ;   and 

WHEREAS.  The  firm  of  Robert  H.  Inger- 
soll A  Bi*others,  manufacturers  of  the  ''Inger- 
soll Watch."  has  manifested  a  most  hostile 
attitude  towards  organized  labor,  by  locking 
out  all  members  of  the  International  Jewdry 
Makers'  Union  in  punishment  for  being  bear- 
ers of  the  union  book  and  insisting  in  em- 
ploy ng  only  unorganized  help  in  its  factories; 
and 

WHEREAS,  Repeated  efforts  made  by  ofB- 
c'als  of  the  International  Jewelry  Makers' 
Unon.  to  bring  about  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  the  existing  difficulties  have  failed, 
because  of  the  antagonistic  attitude  the  above 
firm  has  shown  to  committees  representing 
organ'zed  workers  employed  in  the  factories 
of  Robert  H.   Ingersoll;  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  delegates  representing 
the  membership  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  in  Thirty-ninth  Anniial  Convention 
assembled,  do  hereby  serve  notice  on  the 
firm  of  Robert  H.  Ingersoll  St  Brothers,  manu- 
facturers of  the  "IngersoU  Watch."  that  un- 
less said  firm  manifests  its  willingness  to 
adjust  the  difficulties  between  the  firm  and 
the  International  Jewelry  Workers*  Union 
and  discards  with  its  hostile  attitude  toward 
or^nni7ed  labor,  it  will  be  put  on  the  unfair 
list  and  notice  be  served  to  all  subordinate 
organizations  and  membership  affiliated  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  in  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

The  action  requested  :n  this  resolution  be- 
ing contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  cannot  be  complied  with 
by  this  convention.  Your  committee  there- 
fore recommends  that  the  resolution  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  with  instructions  to 
make  an  effort  to  adjust,  and  fa'ling  in  this, 
they  shall  take  such  action  as  may  be  con- 


sidered necessary  to  bring  the  firm  of  Robert 
H.  Ingersoll  A  Brothers  to  a  realization  that 
it  must  discontinue  its  unfair  and  un-Ameri- 
can attitude  towards  organized  labor  and 
its  employes. 

The  recommendation  of  the  eonumiMea- 
was    adopted    unanimously. 

This  concludes  the  report  of  your  Committea 
on  Boycotts. 

W.  D.  MAHON^hairman, 
J.  T.  MORIARTY, 
JAMES  B.  CONNORS. 
HARRY   STEVENSON. 
VICTOR  S.  GAUTHIER, 
M.  M.  DONOGHUE. 
JOHN  M.  GILLESPIE, 
T.  H.  FLJOZDAL, 
W.    W.    BRITTON, 
W.  L.  FUNDER  BURK, 
T.   A.    McCREASH. 
CHARLES  A.  CALL. 
JAMES   J.   FORRESTER.   SeereUry. 
Committee  oa  Boysetia. 

Delegate  Forrester  moved  adoption  af  tk» 
report  as  a  whole.  The  motion  was  ssseaded 
and  carried. 

REPORT  07  OOMMITTEE  ON  LOCAL  AS» 
FBDERATBD  BODIES 


Delegate    Tracy,    Secretary    of    the 
mittee,  reported  as  follows: 

Voluntary  Financial  AsalitaMta 

Upon  that  portion  of  the  report  ef  tha 
Executive  Council  under  the  above  eaptian 
the  committee   reported   as   follows: 

Your  committee  concurs  in  the  reeem- 
mendation  of  the  Executive  Council,  believ- 
ing that  local  unions  and  central  bodies  are 
imposed  upon  with  many  appeals  for  inan- 
cial  assistance,  some  of  which  have  little- 
or  no  merit.  In  order  to  conserve  tha- 
finances  of  local  unions  and  central  bodies, 
we  recommend  that  the  delegates  te  this 
convention  make  a  special  report  to  their 
organizations  on  that  portion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive  Council's    report. 

We  therefore  endorse  the  recommendation 
of  the  Executive  Council  and  recommend' 
concurrence  by   the  convention. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  waa 
adopted. 


Resolution  No.  47 — By  Delegates  E.  X. 
Baker,  H.  J.  Conway  and  John  B  Schulta, 
Retail  Clerks*  International  Protective  Asso- 
ciation. 

WHEREAS.  During  the  month  of  October, 
1918,  a  former  local  of  our  International' 
movement,  known  as  Local  No.  4  of  Butta, 
Montana,  seceded  by  vote  of  that  organiza- 
tion from  its  affiliation  with  their  Inter- 
national and  since  that  time  have  re'ained 
their  representation  in  the  Silver  Bow  Trades 
and  Labor  Assembly,  and  also  to  the  best 
of  our  knowledge  have  continued  their  af- 
filiation with  the  Montana  State  Federation 
of  Labor,  both  organizations  working  under 
charters  from  the  American  Federation  mf 
Labor  and 
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WHEREIAS,  Every  possible  effort  has  been 
mmde  to  obtain  the  reaffiliation  of  this  local 
with  our  International  Association  or  the  an- 
seating  of  their  delegates  from  the  Silver 
Bow  Trades  and  Labor  Assembly  and  the 
Montana  State  Federation  of  Labor;  there- 
fore, be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual 
Convention  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  hereby  instruct  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil to  demand  within  a  period  not  to  exceed 
thirty  days  the  unseating  of  all  delegates  or 
representatives  from  former  Local  No.  4 
of  the  Retail  Clerks'  International  Protec* 
tive  Association,  or  any  independent  or- 
ganisation of  salespeople  in  Butte,  Montana, 
in  both  of  the  above  mentioned  bodies. 

In  giving  consideration  to  this  resolution, 
your  committee  would  recommend  that  the 
time  limit  set  forth  in  the  resolution  be 
extended  from  80  to  60  days,  which  also 
meets  with  the  approval  of  the  introducers 
of  the   resolution. 

With  acceptance  of  this  amendment  your 
committee  recommends  concurrence  in  the 
resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  108 — By  Delegate  George 
H.  Wrenn.  of  the  Massachusetts  SUte 
Branch,    American  Federation   of  Labor. 

\viTT^r^A9  T>t^  Chamber  of  Commerce 
W  the  UBit«d  StatM  has  seen  fit  to  de- 
nuu... «.   I- e  xede  at    i'rades  Commission;  and 

WHEREAS.  This  action  is  what  is  to  be 
expecred  from  an  organization  whose  aim 
at  all  times  has  been  to  retain  control  and 
supervision  of  the  wealth  of  the  country; 
and 

WHEREAS.  The  Federal  Trades  Commis- 
sion has  rendered  a  conspicuous  service  to 
the  country  in  exposing  the  profiteering  of 
a  large  section  of  the  business;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we,  the  Delegates  to  the 
American  Federation  Convention  in  regular 
session  assembled,  do  affirm  our  confidence 
in  the  Federal  Trades  Conunission;  and  be 
it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  we  ask  that  the  exist- 
ing vacancies  now  on  the  commission  be 
filled  by  men  of  the  type  of  those  now  serv- 
ing, whose  efforts  in  exposing  the  selfish 
and  vicious  practices  of  many  of  the  large 
corporations  of  this  country  has  done  much 
to  reassure  the  people  of  this  country  that 
the  farmer,  wage  earners  and  all  consumers 
are  to  have  a  square  deal;  and  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  copies  of  these  resolu- 
tions be  sent  to  the  President  of  this  coun- 
try  and    the    Federal   Trades    Commission. 

Your  committee  recommends  concurrence 
in  this  resolution.  The  recommendation  of 
the  committee  was  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  224 — By  Luther  C.  Stew- 
ard. William  E.  Junker,  M.  J.  Leonard,  Flor- 
ence Etheridge,  National  Federation  of  Fed- 
eral Employes. 


WHEREAS,  The  U.  S.  Navy  Department 
has  now  under  consideration  a  plan  to  dis- 
place the  civilian  policemen  stationed  at  the 
various  Navy  yards  and  stations  by  detail- 
ing enlisted  U.  S.  Marines  to  perform  these 
duties;  and 

WHEREAS,  The  issuance  of  such  an  or- 
der would  throw  a  large  number  of  civilian 
organised  employes  out  of  employment,  thus 
causing  needless  hardships  to  their  families; 
and  therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  By  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  now  in  convention  assembled,  that 
it  enters  a  most  emphatic  protest  against 
the  plan  contemplated  and  demands  that  the 
present  civilian  force  of  policemen  be  re- 
tained: and.  be  it  further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
be  instructed  to  take  this  nuitter  up  imme- 
diately with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and 
take  such  steps  as  will  reUin  the  present 
civilian  policemen    in   their  positions. 

Your  committtee  recommends  concurrence 
in    this    resolution. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Secretary  Tracy:     This  completes  the  re- 
port   of    your    committee. 
Signed, 
JACOB     FISCHER,     Chairman. 
R.  E.  WOODMANSEE,  Secretary. 
GEO.  J.  TRACY.  Acting  Sec'y. 
JOHN  J.  BARRY 
DANIEL  C.  MURPHY 
EMANUEL  KOVELESKI 
ROBERT   G.    FITCHIE 
GEORGE    H.    WRENN 
JACOB    HELLER 
JOHN    T.    SMITH 
P.   M.  DRAPER 
WILLIAM   H.  McHUGH 
HENRY    OTT 
Committee   on    Local   and    Federated   Bodies. 

Secretary  Tracy  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  as  a  whole.  The 
motion  was  seconded  and  carried  unanimous- 
ly. 

REPORT  or  COMMITTEE  ON  OEOAK- 

IZATION 
Vice    President    Duffy,    Chairman    of    the 
Committee,    reported    as    follows: 

Resolution  No.  218 — By  Morris  Kaufman 
and  Samuel  Leibowitz  of  the  Fur  Workers' 
Internationa]  Union. 

WHEREAS  It  is  the  best  interest  of  a 
labor  organisation  to  gain  control  over  all 
workers  of  an  industry  and  unorganised 
centers  which  are  a  menace  to  those  where 
conditions  of  labor  are  being  regulated  and 
the  interests  of  the  workers  protected  by 
the   virtue  of  organization:  and 

WHEREAS,  The  International  Fur  Work- 
ers* Union  of  the  United  States  and  Canada 
is  vitally  interested  in  the  organization  of 
two  fur  centers,  namely,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and 
St.  Louis,  where  working  conditiona  are  in- 
ferior to  other  fur  centers;   therefore,   be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  the  American  Feder- 
ation  of  Labor,  in  convention  assembled  in 
Atlantic  City,  in  month  of  June,  1919  di- 
rects the  Executive  Council  to  render  every 
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possible  support  and  assistance  to  the  In- 
ternational Fur  Workers'  Union  in  its  ef* 
forts  to  unionise  the  above-mentioned  fur 
centers. 

•  The  committee  recommended  concurrence 
in  the  resolution  when  amended  by  striking 
out  th«  word  "incoming"  preceding  the 
word    * '  ExecntiYe.  *  * 

The  recoDunendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  219 — ^By  Delesrates  Fred 
Schmidt,  John  F.  Hart,  John  Kennedy, 
Amalgamated  Meat  Gutters  and  Butchers' 
Workman    of   North   America. 

WHEREAS,  The  employes  of  the  John  J. 
Jelke,  Butterine  Co.,  of  Ghicaffo,  111.,  have 
been  forced  on  a  strike  by  the  unfair  tactics 
of  the  concern,  and 

WHEREAS,  The  Amalgamated  Meat  Cut- 
ters' and  Butchers'  Workmen  of  North 
America,  under  whose  jurisdiction  those 
employes  are  organised,  have  authorised  this 
strike,  now,   therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  in  convention  assembled,  en- 
dorses the  action  of  the  Amalgamated  Meat 
Cutters  and  Butcher  W<^rkmen;  and  be  it 
further 

RESOLVED,  That  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  pledges  its  undivided  moral 
support  in  the  execution  of  this  strike,  and 
instructs  its  delesrates  to  brins  this  matter 
to  the  attention  of  their  membership  at  the 
earliest    possible    moment. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  thb  resolution 
and    recommends    its    adoption. 

The  recoDunendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  226 — By  Delesrate  William 
Cannon,  San  Joaquin  County  Central  Labor 
Council,  Stockton,  CaL 

WHEREAS,  In  the  City  of  Rockfoid,  Dl., 
a  group  of  employers  who  control  the 
financial  and  industrial  business,  have  con- 
centrated all  of  their  resources  to  destroy 
organised  labor,  denying  the  right  of  the 
men  and  women  there,  to  organize  into 
Trades  Unions,  denying  them  the  right  of 
collective  bargaining,  refusing  to  inaugur- 
ate the  recognised,  shorter  workday,  and 
a  living  wage   scale;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  furniture  workers,  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  Carpenters'  Union 
and  others,  have  just  passed  through  a  bit- 
ter strike,  to  maintain  their  organization  and 
at  the  present  time  over  eighteen  hundred 
members  of  the  International  Association 
of  Machinists,  are  on  strike,  for  the  same 
principle;  and 

WHEREAS,  This  group  of  employers  are 
supported  by  other  employers  in  the  North- 
em  part  of  Illinois  and  the  Southern  pi^ 
of  Wisconsin,  in  the  towns  of  Batavia, 
Aurora.  Elgin,  Janes ville,  Beloit,  Madison 
and  others,  in  the  Rock  River  and  Fox 
River  Valleys,  where  the  workers  are  not 
permitted  to  establish  legitimate  trade 
Unions,  where  the  hours  of  labor  are  long, 
and  the  wages  abnormally  low;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Executive  Council 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  requested  to  send  to 
the  city  of  Rockford  one  of  their  most  cap* 
able   organisers,    for   the  purpose   of  inves- 


tigating the  conditions  of  labor  in  that 
place  and  to  the  other  points  mentioned  in 
the  foregoing  paragraph,  with  the  object  in 
view  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  every  In- 
ternational Organization  affected  a  report 
of  the  exact  conditions,  as  they  are  found 
to  exist,  and  that  each  International  Organ- 
ization ihterested,  be  strongly  urged  to  co- 
operate with  the  American  Federation  of" 
Labor  to  thoroughly  organize  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  establish  industrial  de- 
mocracy for  the  men  and  women  of  labor. 

Tour  committee  concurs  in  this  resola- 
tion  and  recommends   its  adoption. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  wma 
adopted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  STATE 
OROANIZATION 

Delegate  Brown,  Secretary  of  the  com- 
mittee, reported  as  follows: 

Resolution  No.  66 — By  Delegate  Vinton  I^. 
Dillon,  of  the  International  Molders  of 
North  America. 

WHEREAS.  Many  workers  left  their 
homes  and  traveled  to  different  parts  of  the 
country  during  the  war  to  work  for  the 
United   States    Government;  and 

WHEREAS,  As  this  work  is  finished  and 
the  workers  are  returning  to  their  homes, 
we  believe  it  is  only  Just  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  pay  their  transportation  home; 
therefore,  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  we,  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  instruct  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  to  use  every  honorable  means  to 
secure  for  these  workers  transportation  to 
their  homes  after  they  have  completed  their 
work. 

Secretary  Brown:  Sufficient  information 
and  facts  were  not  furnished  the  committee 
to  enable  us  to  endorse  the  intent  of  the 
resolution,  and  we,  therefore,  recommend 
non-concurrence. 

Delegates  Tobin,  Iron  Workers:  I  move 
that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive CounciL      (Seconded.) 

Secretary  Brown:  We  found  from  the 
information  ihfd  committee  received  that  in 
practically  every  instance  where  men  were 
sent  by  Uncle  Sam  to  various  places  to  work 
their  fare  was  given  them,  but  not  until  they 
had  bean  on  the  job  two  or  three  months. 
Since  the  Government  has  paid  transporta- 
tion one  way  we  think  they  did  a  good  job, 
and  we  do  not  see  why  we  should  ask  the 
Government  to  pay  transportation  home.  We 
feel  that  is  a  privilege  that  might  be  very 
greatly   abused. 

The  motion  to  adopt  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee  was  carried. 

OonTlet  Labor 

Under  that  portion  of  the  Executive  Coun* 
cil's  report,  under  the  above  caption,  your 
conunittee  reports   as   follows: 

The  former  efforts  of  the  officers  and  other 
members  of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
to  obtain  the  enactment  of  a  proper  conviet 
labor  law,  meets  with  the  approval  of  your 
committee.     Your  committee  sJso   la  not  un« 
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mindful  of  the  ezeentiTe  order  issued  by 
President  Wilson  on  September  18»  1918,  which 
we  feel,  covered  to  a  great  degree,  the 
essential  points  in  the  desired  legislation 
However,  we  recommend  that  we,  the  dele- 
gates to  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Convention 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor  here 
assembled,  reaffirm  our  position  regarding  a 
proper  convict  labor  law,  and  recommend  that 
the  officers  and  members  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  continue  their  efforts 
until  same  is  enacted  into  law. 

The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Secretary  Brown:  This  completes  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  which  is  respectfully 
submitted  and  signed. 

J.  W.   KLINE,   Chairman. 

BOB   WHITE. 

E.  G.  HALL. 

STANLEY  ANDERSON, 

JOHN    T.    MUGAVIN. 

P.   J.   GUERIN, 

ALBERT   PETERSON. 

MICHAEL  HAHONEY, 

M.    J.    GAHAGAN, 

C.  M.  COOK, 

GEO.     A.     WHITAKER. 

A.  J.  JOHNSON, 

H.  W.  BROWN,  Secretary. 

Secretary  Brown  moved  the  adoption  of 
the  report  as  a  whole.  The  motion  was  sec- 
onded and  carried. 

Fraternal   Delegate   Finney    in   the   chair. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  ITNION 

LABELS 
Delegate   Sexton,   Secretary  of  the   commit- 
tee,   reported   as   follows: 

Resolution  No.  1 — By  Delegates  A.  Me- 
Andrew  and  E.  Lewis  Evans  of  the  Tobacco 
Workers'   International   Union. 

WHEREIAS,  During  the  war  period  the 
label  trades  were  all  interested  in  the  pro- 
motion of  freedom  and  democracy,  and  set 
aside  for  the  time  being  our  propaganda  and 
agitation    for    the   union    label ;    and  ' 

WHEREAS,  The  war  has  ceased  and  the 
days  of  reconstruction  are  with  us,  we  may 
now  turn  our  attention  to  our  own  interests 
as  trades  unionists.  The  subject  that  com- 
mands our  attention  now  is  that  of  recon- 
structing the  demand  for  the  union  label, 
which  we  neglected  during  the  anxiety  and 
suspense    of   the    world ;   and 

WHEREAS,  The  Tobacco  Workers'  Union 
label  is  still  on  the  market,  with  the  label 
on  popular  brands  of  smoking  and  chewiftg 
tobacco,  cigarettes  and  snuff,  we,  therefore, 
ask  your  continued  co-operation  to  make  its 
reconstruction  complete  and  fitting  for  the 
trades  unionists  in  days  to  come;  therefore, 
be  it 

RESOLVED.  That  we,  the  delegates  to 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor,  assembled 
in  convention,  in  Atlantic  City,  June  10, 
1919,  declare  it  to  be  our  purpose  to  use  our 
purchasing  power  to  the  fullest  extent  when 
buying  tobacco,  cigarettes  and  snuff,  insisting 
that  the  blue  label  of  the  Tobacco  Workers' 
International  Union  shall  be  affixed  to  all 
tobacco,  cigarettes  and  snuff  we  buy. 

Your  committee  concurs  in  this  resolution 
and   recommends   its   adoption. 


The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was 
adopted.  ^ 

Recommendations  of  Committee 

Your  committee  on  Union  Labels  realise 
fully  the  many  grave  questions  which  must  be 
considered  and  disposed  pt  by  this  convention. 
Among  those  of  paramount  importance  we 
hold  that  from  its  very  nature  the  question 
of  the  union  label,  shop  card  and  working 
button  is  of  prime  interest  to  every  member 
of  organized  labor. 

Making  the  world  safe  for  democracy  and 
the  right  to  organise  and  bargain  collec- 
tively have  been  advocated  and  urged  upon 
our  people  generally  for  the  past  four  years; 
and  rightfully  so,  as  they  are  fundamentals 
upon  which  we  all  can  agree. 

The  first  has  been  accomplished  on  the 
battlefields  of  France  and  Belgium  in  the 
great  war  which  has  Just  terminated,  and 
because  of  the  activities  of  the  trade  union 
movement  the  second  is  being  more  clearly 
and    generally    recognised. 

The  trade  union  label  is  the  embodiment  of 
democracy,  and  the  principle  of  the  trade 
agreement  is  apparent  when  this  insignia  of 
labor  appears  in  the  shape  of  a  union  label 
on  commodities,  in  a  shop  window  or  as  a 
working  button,  and  it  is  a  guarantee  that 
all  of  the  principles  of  freedom  are  embodied 
therein,  for  the  reason  that  each  member  of 
the  organisation  at  interest  has  had  his  full 
voice  and  vote  in  determining  the  conditions 
under   which    the   article   was    produced. 

It  also  indicates  to  the  general  public  that 
the  principle  of  collective  bargaining  is  car- 
ried to  its  full  fruition,  as  otherwise  the 
employer  would  not  be  permitted  to  display 
this  emblem  either  on  commodities  or  in 
shops. 

Since  the  cost  in  bringing  democracy  to 
the  world  was  necessary  to  sacrifice  so  much 
blood  and  ti^asure,  your  committee  feels  that 
when  industrial  peace  is  guaranteed  by  the 
emblem  of  fair  conditions,  it  is  obligatory 
upon  every  member  of  a  union  to  do  his 
full  share  in  perpetuating  not  only  the  princi- 
ple of  collective  bargaining,  but  also  to  use 
his  every  effort  to  see  that  it  is  extended 
until  all  of  the  workers  participate  in  its 
benefits. 

In  the  declarations  of  the  Aims  and  Pur- 
poses set  forth  by  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
endorses  as  basic  these  economic  principles: 
*'That  no  trade  or  calling  can  long  maintain 
wages,  hours,  and  conditions  above  the  com- 
mon level;  that  to  maintain  high  wages  all 
trades  and  callings  must  be  organised." 

Your  committee  fully  agrees  with  this 
fundamental. 

Resolution  No.  74,  introduced  by  the  Cigar 
Makers'  delegation  and  endorsed  by  this  con- 
vention, dealing  with  the  American  Tobacco 
Trust  and  its  subsidiary  factories  and  the 
conditions  of  the  unorganised  workers  in  that 
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craft.  In  relation  to  that  subject  we  desire 
to  submit  some  ^cts  of  the  conditions  that 
obtain  in  the  cigar  industry  under  the  control 
of  the  American  Tobacco  Company. 

The  American  Tdbacco  Trust  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  .has  under  its  control 
sixty-flve  factories  and  is  adding  more  to 
their  number  of  operations.  They  also  operate 
a  chain  of  cigar  stores  throughout  the  coun- 
try, and  because  of  the  very  small  wages  paid 
in  their  factories  they  are  able  to  undersell 
all  competitors.  They  employ  about  30.000 
cigar  makers,  very  few  of  whom  are  members 
of  the  C'gar  Makers'  International  Union. 
They  do  not  and  will  not  bargain  collectively 
with  their  employes  or  consent  to  operate  the 
industries  under  unionized  conditions.  Owing 
to  the  low  wages  paid  them  a  system  of 
blacklisting,  fines  and  punishments,  etc..  is 
operated  against  the  employes,  and  the  cigar 
makers  who  are  employed  by  the  trust  fac- 
tories are  now  in  a  rebellious  mood  and 
determined  to  obtain  better  working  conditions 
and  an  increase  of  prices  in  a  number  of 
factories  located  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  employes  of  the  Porto  Rico  American 
Tobacco  Company  have  been  on  strike  for 
the  past  six  months.  The  employes  of  the 
Havana-American  Tobacco  Company,  located 
in  Chicago,  have  been  on  strike  for  about 
the  same  period  of  time.  The  trust  factory 
in  New  York  City  is  out  on  strike,  also 
other  factories  including  the  Lorrilard.  New 
York  City,  factories  in  New  Brunsw  ck.  New- 
ark. Perth  Amboy.  and  a  half  dozen  more 
throughout  the  country  are  now  engaged  in 
strike. 

Your  committee  most  earnestly  condemn 
the  methods  of  the  American  Tobacco  Trust 
for  its  treatment  against  the  employes  and 
the  determined  effort  on  the  part  of  that 
gigantic  corporation  to  prevent  'organization 
among  the  workers,  and  their  nefarious  sys- 
tem of  exploting  the  workers  in  that  in- 
dustry, and  we.  therefore,  recommend  that 
one  of  the  greatest  assistance  that  can  be 
rendered  to  the  members  of  the  Cigar  Makers' 
Union  and  organized  labor  in  general,  which 
will  assist  in  ameliorating  those  conditions 
and  more  speedily  effect  the  work  of  organiz- 
ing the  members  of  that  craft  is  for  the 
members  of  trade  un'.ons  to  demand  the  Cigar 
Makers'  International  blue  label  on  all  goods 
that  are  purchased  when  buying  cigars. 

Unionism  is  the  only  hope  of  the  workers. 
Individuals  may  go  up  or  down  in  our  present 
social  system,  but  the  workers  as  a  whole 
can  progress  upward  only  through  the  exer- 
cise of  unionism.  This  is  beyond  dispute, 
yet  few  of  us  have  even  begun  to  grasp  the 
great  need  and  value,  or  the  power  of  unity. 
Millions  of  men  in  America  do  not  dream 
of  the  immense  financial  value  to  them  of 
unionism;  less  than  four  million  men  realize 
the  power  of  unity  in  the  shops,  and  how 
few  they  are.  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 


workers  in  America,  yet  look  at  what  unity 
has  done  for  them.  They  have  the,  shortest 
workday,  the  highest  wages,  the  best  treat- 
ment; they  have  hopes,  confidence,  self- 
respect. 

Could  the  organized  workers  of  our  country 
be  made  to  realize  the  tremendous  power  that 
could  be  wielded  through  conservation  or  co- 
operation in  their  power  of  purchase,  your 
committee  is  firmly  convinced  that  a  much 
more  marked  advance  in  the  trade  union 
movement   would    be   bound   to   result. 

Statistics  indicate  that  the  organized  toilers 
of  our  country  earn  more  than  three  billion 
dollars  per  year,  most  of  which  has  been 
secured  through  the  efforts  of  their  organiza- 
tion, and  until  such  time  as  these  workers 
refuse  to  spend  their  money  earned  under 
union  conditions  for  anjrthlng  except  goods 
made  under  like  conditions,  we  cannot  hope 
for   marked   progress   in  this   direction. 

The  man  or  woman  who  enjoys  a  fair  or 
a  high  rate  of  wages  with  a  short  workday, 
has  no  more  right  to  dispense  the  money 
earned  under  these  conditions  for  the  products 
of  non-union  labor,  the  sweat  shop,  the  labor 
of  children,  or  the  labor  of  convicts,  than 
he  would  have  to  take  the  place  of  his  fellow- 
men  during  a  strike,  for  the  reason  that  he 
is  doing  by  indirection,  by  refusing  to  buy 
union-made  goods,  that  which  be  would  not 
do  in  the  case  of  a  strike. 

Your  committee  cannot  close  its  eyes  to  the 
fact  that  there  is  an  apparent  laxity  on  the 
part  of  members  of  organized  labor  :n  adher- 
ing to  the  principles  of  trade  unionism  in 
purchasing  none  but  articles  bearing  the  union 
label,  and  we  desire  to  urge  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor  when  purchasing  goods 
in  the  future  to  be  more  conscientious  in 
discriminating  in  favor  of  union-made 
products. 

The  complaint  is  often  heard  that  it  Is 
hard  to  procure  union-made  goods.  The 
theor  on  which  union-made  goods  are  sought 
is  that  it  is  similar  to  looking  for  a  Job— 
in  either  event  it  is  your  duty  to  search 
until   you  get   it. 

This  in  no  wise  excuses  the  members  of 
a  trade  union  for  this  laxity  in  their  duty. 
Your  committee  also  feels  that  they  are  lax 
in  another  direction,  that  is.  in  failing  to 
educate  the  women  of  the  household  as  to 
the  objects,  aims,  hopes  and  ideals  of  the 
labor  movement.  As  is  well  known,  the 
woman  in  the  household  of  the  average  wage 
earner  is  the  disbursing  agent,  and  we  cannot 
expect  her  to  discriminate  against  goods 
made  under  unfair  conditions  except  she  be 
informed  as  to  why  this  discrimination  should 
be  made,  and  we  urge  upon  our  members  that 
they  lose  no  opportunity  to  impress  upon  their 
women  folks,  the  absolute  need  of  spending 
money  earned  under  union  conditions  only  for 
union-made  goods. 

Another  way  in  which  our  women  folks  can 
be    educated    is    through    membership    in    the 
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organisation  known  aa  the  Women's  Union 
Label  League  and  Trade  Union  Aoziliary,  an 
organization  composed  of  the  wives,  sisters, 
daughters  and  sweethearts  of  trade  nnionists, 
which  is  doing  yeoman  service  in  this  field 
of  our  endeavors.  )     . 

This  organization  is  giving  consida«ble 
time,  effort  and  money  in  the  exploitation 
of  and  agitation  for  union-made  goods,  and 
any  encouragement  which  can  be  rendered 
them  by  trade  unionists  should  be  given 
freely  and  unselfishly.  National  and  interna- 
tional unions  as  wcdl  as  state  federations  of 
labor  and  central  labor  unions  can  be  of 
material  aid  in  union  label  exploitation  by 
aiding  in  the  formation  of  union  label  leagues, 
whose  sole  duty  it  is  to  agitate  among  trade 
unionists  and  merchants  for  the  sale  of  union- 
made  goods,  thus  centralizing  this  work  in 
a  manner  to  secure  the  greatest  results  with 
the    least    efforts.  / 

Your  committee  is  pleased  to  know  the 
progress  made  during  the  past  year  by  the 
Union  Label  Trades  Department  of  the  Amer- 
ican Federation  of  Labor,  and  commends  its 
officers   for  the  great  work  they  are  doing. 

However,  this  work  cannot  be  conducted 
on  as  broad  lines  and  scope  as  it  should  be 
until  every  national  and  international  union 
having  a  union  label,  shop  card  or  working 
button  to  exploit  is  in  affiliation  to  this  de- 
partment, and  your  committee  urgently  re- 
quests that  those  organizations  not  now  in 
affiliation  take  immediate  steps  to  affiliate 
with   the   Union   Label   Trades   Department. 

Your  committee  expresses  appreciation  for 
th«  aid  rendered  in  the  union  label  agitation 
and  propaganda  during  the  past  year  by  the 
several  international  unions,  state  federations, 
central  labor  unions  and  organizers,  and 
expresses  the  hope  that  this  work  will  be  ex- 
tended considerably  during  the  years  to  come. 
Respectfully   submitted, 

JOHN    MANNING.    Chairman. 

THOMAS    SWEENEY. 

A.    McANDREW. 

LILLY    BARBOUR, 

CORNELIUS   McCUE. 

H.    S.    MARSHALL, 

W.    R.    BOYER. 

PETER  BEI8EL, 

ALFRED  liAPORTA 

C.   F.   FOLEY, 

JAMES   E.    LACOUTURE. 

T.  E.  GREIPYN, 

JAMES   E.   WINKLER, 

DANIEL  J.    O'DONNELL. 

R.  S.  SEXTON,  Secretary. 

The  report  and  recommendations  of  the 
committee   were   adopted. 

President  Gpmpers  in  the  chair. 

At  5.80  the  rules  were  suspended  and  the 
convention  remained  in  sMsion  to  complete 
the  business  of  the  convention. 

Chicago  Injunctions 
Delegate  Falker,   Mine  Worker:   I   wish  to 


make  a  statement  that  I  wish  to  have  made 
a  matter  of  record.  I  have  just  been  advised 
that  Judge  Sullivan,  of  Chicago,  has  sentenced 
thirty-two  of  the  striking  cigar  makers  to 
jail  for  terms  ranging  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  days,  and  fines  of  $76  to  $250,  for  violat- 
ing an  injunction  which  prohibits  peaceful 
picketing.  In  most  states  the  courts  can  rule 
a  state  law  similar  to  the  Clayton  Law  un- 
constitutional. The  most  effective  way  to' 
eliminate  this  evil  is  to  secure  the  enaction 
of  laws  in  the  various  states  permitting  jury 
trials  for  contempt  cases  where  the  contempt 
has  been  committed  outside  of  the  presence 
of  the  court.  If  a  sentence  is  imposed  it  will 
be  subject  to  reversal  by  the  higher  courts. 
Under  the  present  law  there  is  no  court  or 
division  of  our  government  that  has  any 
authority  to  reverse,  modify  or  change  the 
decision    of    an    injunction    judge. 

At  the  request  of  Delegate  Perkins  the 
following  letter  was  also  made  a  matter  of 
record: 

Chicago.    HL,    June    19.    1919. 
Mr.    George   W.    Perkins,    President 

Cigar   Makers'    International   Union. 
Care   of   Alamac    Hotel, 
Atlantic   Cty,    N.    J. 
Dear  Sir  and  Brother: 

We  wish  to  inform  you,  through  this  medium 
(special  delivery),  since  the  strike  of  the 
telegraphers  is  still  on,  the  following  deci- 
sion, unprecedented  in  the  history  of  the 
labor  movement,  rendered  by  Judge  Denn's 
E.  Sullivan,  to  thirty-two  cigar  makers  this 
afternoon. 

The  complaint  or  charges  made  to  the 
judge  by  the  Havana  American  Cigar  Com- 
pany were,  that  the  cigar  makers  are  picket- 
ing the  plant,  that  they  have  done  nothing, 
stopped  no  one  and  have  spoken  to  no  one. 
to  which  charges  the  cigar  makers  pleadea 
guilty  when   the  case  was  called. 

The  sentences  are  ranging  from  16  to  60 
days  in  jail,  and  from  $76  to  $260  cash  fines, 
mak'ng  it  a  total  of  615  days  in  jail  and 
$2,875    cash    fines. 

We  have  not  decided  to  give  up  the  peace- 
able picketing,  "and  we  hold,  that  there  is  no 
judicial  or  any  power  strong  enough  to  stop 
us    from    picketing    PEACEFULLY. 

We    write    this    to    you    with    the    following 
in   view:      First,   to  inform   you   of  th's   deci- 
sion,  and   second,   to   ask   you   to  present  the 
case  of  our  strike  and  the  question  of  peace- 
able  picketing   before   the   convention    of   the 
American  Federation  of  Labor. 
Fraternally  yours. 
R  YONKELSON.  Financial  Secretary, 
Cigar  Makers*  International  Union.  Local  627. 

The  secretary  read  the  following  telegram, 
which  was  made  part  of  the  records  of  the 
convention : 

Philadelphia.    Pa..    June    18.    1919. 
Secretary    American    Federation    of    Labor, 
Alamac  Hotel,  Atlantic  City,  N.  J. 

On  behalf  of  the  Irish  nation  we  beg  you 
to  convey  to  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor  our  deep  appreciation  of  and  grati- 
tude for  their  unanimous  resolution  calling 
for  recognition  by  Congress  of  the  republic 
set  up  by  the  Irish  people  in  accordance  with 
the  American  principle  of  self-determlnatibn 
now  accepted  everywhere  as  a  necessary  con- 
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dition  for  a  lastinff  peace.  We  have  no  doubt 
that  the  resolation  represents  the  eqoally 
nnanimoiu  feelinff  of  the  many  milliont  of 
the  American  workers  whom  you  represent. 
Ciod  save  the  sister  republics. 

P.  McCABTAN. 

Envoy.    BepnUie  of  Ireland. 

H.   J.   BOLAND. 

Special  Envoy,  Bepnblie  of  Ireland. 

Tear  Book 

Delegate  Frey,  Holders:  Three  years  mgo 
in  the  Baltimore  convention  the  Executive 
Council  was  instructed  to  prepare  a  year 
book  that  would  enable  the  trade  union- 
ists of  this  country  to  have  in  one  vol- 
ume the  information  they  should  have.  At 
this  convention  the  book  was  produced.  It 
contains  more  information  than  I  expected 
could  be  put  between  two  covers.  It  is  not 
only  a  year  book.  It  is  an  encyclopedia, 
covering  every  activity  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  since  it  was  organised. 
The  labor  movement  of  no  country  has  any 
volume  as  valuable  as  a  history  or  as  an 
encyclopedia  as  this  year  book.  The  man 
who  did  much  of  the  work,  Mr.  William  C. 
Boberts,  is  entitled  to  our  most  sincere 
congratulations  upon  the  thoroughness  with 
which  he  performed  his  duties.  I  think  it 
will  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  trade  union 
movement  if  the  delegates,  when  they  re- 
turn home,  will  tell  the  ofiieers  of  the  local 
unions  and  central  bodies  that  the  sooner 
they  purchase  copies  of  this  Year  Book  the 
sooner  they  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
secure  the  information  they  want  when 
they  are  confronted  with  the  various  prob- 
lems they  have  to  deal  with. 

President  Gompers:  The  chair  desires  to 
appoint  a  committee  in  regard  to  the  tele- 
graphers' matter,  as  he  was  instructed  to  do. 

Committee  on  Telegraphers'  Situation: 
Delegate  W.  E.  Bryan.  Leather  Workers; 
Delegate  John  H.  Walker,  United  Mine 
Workers. 

President  Gompers:  The  chair  has  been 
authorized  by  the  Mexican  Fraternal  Del- 
egate, Mr.  Marones,  to  announce  that  he 
has  been  called  away  on  a  matter  that  brook- 
ed no  postponement  or  neglect.  The  Secre- 
tary will  make  this  a  matter  of  record. 

Jeff  Davis.  President  of  the  Itinerant 
Workers*  Union  of  America,  addressed  the 
convention  briefly.  In  his  customary  hu- 
morous manner,  he  told  of  his  activities 
during  the  year,  of  his  efforts  in  behalf 
of  the  various  Liberty  Loan  campaigns,  and 
of  the  work  of  his  organization,  which  he 
said  had  looked  after  more  than  100.000  men 
and  had  prevailed  upon  over  8000  runaway 
boyv  to  return  home.  He  closed  his  ad- 
dress with  the  reading  of  the  oath  of  his 
organization  and  by  wishing  the  Federation 
continued  success,  pledging  the  support  of 
his  organization  at  all  times. 

Delegate  James  A.  Duncan  made  a  motion 
that  the  entire  discussion  on  the  report  of 
the    Committee    on    Resolution    No.    129    be 


printed  in  the  proceedings.  The  motion 
was  seconded,  but  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  41 
to   46. 

Vice  President  Duncan:  If  there  is  no 
further  business  before  this  convention.  I 
move  to  adjourn  sine  die.  (Motion  sec- 
onded.) 

President  Gompers:  All  the  committees 
have  made  their  reports  and  every  resolu- 
tion, 283  in  number,  covering  nearly  every 
field  of  human  thought  and  human  aetivity 
in  the  cause  of  Justice,  in  the  cause  of  free- 
dom, in  the  cause  of  democracy,  in  the 
cause  of  humanity,  has  been  treated  by 
this  convention.  In  addition  to  the  283 
resolutions  there  was  the  report  of  the 
Executive  Council  covering  a  multitude  of 
subjects,  the  reports  of  several  commissions 
to  Europe,  the  Commission  on  Industrial 
Reconstruction,  all  of  them  having  received 
the  fullest  consideration  and  toleration  by 
this  convention. 

No  delegate  who  had  anything  to  submit, 
any  thought  to  contribute,  any  suggestion 
or  motion  to  make,  has  been  denied  that 
opportunity.  This  convention,  attended  by 
the  largest  number  of  delegates  in  the 
history  of  our  Federation,  marks  also  the 
increase  in  the  membership  of  our  affiliated 
unions.  Just  about  three  years  ago  I  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  adopting  somewhat  of 
a  catchy  phrase  that  might  help  to  induce 
the  activity  of  our  fellow  workers.  It  was 
"Now  for  the  8,000,000  mark."  The  report 
of  this  convention  shows  that  the  average 
membership  of  our  affiliated  unions  for  the 
past  year  was  a  little  more  than  three  and 
a  quarter  million.  In  the  last  month  of 
our  Federation  the  actual  membership  on 
which  per  capita  tax  was  paid  passed  the 
figure  of  8,600,000.  The  railroad  brother- 
hoods have  made  their  application  for 
affiliation  to  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  and  when  that  is  accom- 
plished wd  will  have  passed  the 
4,000,000  mark.  It  is  not  necessary  until 
after  that  affiliation  to  speak,  or  to 
hold  out  to  the  alluring  gase  of  the  workers 
a  further  mark,  but  when  we  have  in  mind 
that  this  convention  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  reaching  at  this  moment 
the  zenith  of  our  growth  and  our  movement, 
and  to  know  the  respect  we  have  instilled 
into  the  minds  of  our  fellow  workers  and 
our  fellow  citizens,  and  into  the  minds  of 
the  workers  and  the  peoples  of  countries 
outside  oar  own,  and  when  we  have  in 
mind  the  tremendous  achievenvents  of  our 
movement  in  bringing  light  into  the  lives 
of  the  toiling  masses  of  our  country,  when 
we  know  of  the  influence  we  have  exerted 
even  with  the  comparatively  small  numbers 
yet  organized,  it  is  the  harbinger  of  hope 
that,  as  time  goes  on,  if  we  are  to  be  true 
to  ourselves  and  true  to  each  other,  true  to 
the  fundamental  principles  and  true  to  the 
high  ideals  of  our  movement,  it  is  enough 
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to  inspire  any  one  and  all  of  na  to  greater 
activity  and  greater  service. 

It  is  a  privilege  to  live  and  to  be  per- 
mitted to  live  in  this  age,  contributing  so 
much  of  service  to  oar  feUovre  now  and  for 
all  times  to  come. 

For  mysdf,  I  may  say  to  you  that  I  ap- 
preciate more  than  I  can  tell  you  in  words 
the  courtesy  you  have  extended  to  me  while 
presiding  over  the  convention.  I  have  en- 
deavored to  give  the  best  service  that  is  in 
me,  as  all  of  you  h&Td  done.  I  am  grateful,  I 
am  appreciative,  I  am  sure  that  it  is  sufficient 
cause  for  mutual  gratification  and  apprecia- 
tion for  all  those  who  were  privileged  to 
participate  in  this  convention.  And  for  the 
year  to  come,  aye,  for  the  years  to  come, 
let  it  be  our  guiding  hope  to  work  for  a  still 
greater  organization,  for  the  organisation  of 


the  yet  unorganized,  the  skilled  and  unskilled 
men  and  women,  the  men  and  women  of 
whatever  color,  ereed,  religion  or  any  other 
thought  which  often  divides  men.  In  this 
hope  I  express  to  you  the  earnest  desire 
that  you  may  return  to  your  respective  homes 
and  there  carry  the  message  to  our  fellow 
workers  with  whom  you  may  come  in  contact 
in  fact  or  through  the  influence  of  others, 
carry  this  message  of  th»  wonderful  work 
accomplished  and  the  wonderful  plan  of  work 
in  the  making,  and  which  we  hope  win  find 
its  fullest  fruition  and  accomplishment  for 
the  year  and  the  years  to  come. 

The  motion  offered  by  Vice-President  Dun- 
can was  carried,  and  at  6.56  p.  m.  lionday, 
June  28,  1919,  the  Thirty-ninth  Annual  Con- 
vention of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
was   adjourned   sine   die. 


WV-^^.  95.£cum*wu^    'Si^a<^  }/iUil*4>H^ 


Assistant  Secretary  of  Convention. 


Secretary  American  Federation  of  Labor. 
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Machinists'  delegation,  change  ln._» 283 

Machinists — Flint  Glass  Workers. 148-153,  382 

Machinists  and  Metal  Polishers'  lockout  by  Hamilton-Beach  Manufacturing  Co.. 

Resolution  No.  53.„ 211.  286 

Machinists'  request  for  revocation  of  Carpenters'  chart-er.  Resolution  No.  146 234,  464 

^"Maintenance  of  Way  Employes,  request  for  revocation  of  charter  by  Building  Trades. 

Resolution  No.  140 232.  233.  462.  463 

Manly.  Basil  M..  attack  of  Manufacturers'  Coimcil  of  New  Jersey. 

Resolution  No.  230 282,  445.  446 

Marine  Engineers.  aU  licensed  should  be  under  jurisdiction  of  Marine  Engineers'  Beneficial 

Association.  Resolution  No.  6... 195,  459,  460 

Marine  Engineers — Steam  Engineers — ^Longshoremen. 154.  458 

Marine  propulsion  machinery,  recommending  appointment  of  committee  to  determine  jurisdic- 
tion of  trades  in  interest.  Resolution  No.  4 „ 193,  459 

Meat  Cutters  and  Butcher  Workmen's  strike  against  J.  F.  Jelke  Bulterine  Co..  Chicago.  III.. 

asking  support.  Resolution  No.  219. 330.  470 

Meat-packing  industry  control  of  food  products  markets,  urging  support  of  remedial  legislation. 

Resolution  No.  211... 252.  323 

Meat-packing  monopoly _ 127.  128,  329 

Membership  A.  F.  of  L ^ 62-64 

Metal  Trades — Mine.  Mill  and  Smelter  Workers 154.  165.  310.  311 

Metric  system,  to  investigate  advantages :. 431 

Mexican  Federation  of  Labor  fraternal  delegate  seated 360.  474 

Mexican  in  preference  to  American  labor,  protest  against  policy  J  of  Constructing  Quarter- 
master Department.  Fort  Bliss.  Texas,  in  emplos^ing.  Resolution  .No.  175 242.  384.  385 

Mexican  labor  in  sugar  beet  industry,  protesting  employment, 

Resolution  No.  193 247.  248,  385,  386 

Military  service  compulsory,  no  longer  necessary 97,  327 

Miners'  conditions,  British,  review .275-277 

Mine  Workers — Coronado  Coal  Company  suit 100-102,  362 

Minimum  wage  legislation  for  government  employes,  urging  congressional  action  on  Nolan  and 

Johnson  bills.  Resolution  No.  155 115,  236.  354 

Minimum  wage  legislation  for  women  and  minor  workers.  District  of  Columbia 114,"  115.  327 

Minimimi  wage  legislation,  urging  action  to  seciu^.  Resolution  No.  71 214.  215.  288 

Montreal.  Can.,  invitation  to  hold  next  convention. 340 

Mooney  case,  recommending  general  strike  as  protest.  Resolution  No.  188 246.  334-3.39 

Mooney  case,  recommending  international  unions  to  instruct  membershiplupon  proper  action. 

Resolution  No.  116 .227,  334-339 

Mooney  case,  remarks  of  Secretary  Wilson. 297.  298 

Mooney  case,  report  of  Executive  Council 160.  334-339 

Mooney.  Mrs.,  addresses  convention — 267.  268 

Mooney,  Thos..  to  secure  new  trial  for.  Resolution  No.  16 „ 198,  334-339 

Mothiars  and  infants,  urging  Federal  cooperation  with  states  in  providing  funds  to  organize  and 

develop  medical  and  nursing  services  for.  Resolution  No.  89 220.  429 

Mothers'  pensions  legislation  flavored  by  British  Trades  Union  Congress 255 

Motion  picture  censorship 134 

Motion  pictures  in  interest  of  labor  to  be  produced  by  Motive  Motion  Picture  Corporation,  ask- 
ing endorsement.  Resolution  No.  222 341.  444.  445 

Motion  Picture  Players'  Union,  by  motion  picture  producers  and  managers,  favoring  measures 

to  secure  recognition  by  motion  picture  producers  and  managers.  Resolution  No.  24 200,  429 

Motion  picture  union  made  asking  endorsement  and  support.  Resolution  No.  25 200.  343 

Motion  Picture  Players'  Union  requesting  producers  who  refuse  to  recognize  be  considered 

imfikir.  Resolution  No.  26.... 200,  465 
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MuaiciaxiH  ■hould  have  proteotkm  of  Alien  Odntract  Labor  law,  Resolutkm  No.  227 389.  300 

Music,  national  conaervatory.  leglsIatiYe  measura  .■., , 113,  428 

McKeesport.  Pa.,  reqtiest  for  organizer,  Beeolatlon  No.  102 .223.  290 

N 

Naturalization  Bureau,  citizenship  claases  for  foreign  bom,  organized  labor  to  assist 

Resolution  No.  124. _ St29,  320 

Navy  yard  and  arsenal  employes  refused  bonus  payment 135,  320 

Navy  yard  employes'  proposition  to  accept  cash  in  lieu  of  leave  of  absence  opposed 133,  320 

Navy  yard  work,  forty-four-hour  week,  Resolution  No.  105 .223,  451 

New  Hampshire,  request  for  organizer.  Resolutioti  No.  65 .213,  214,  288 

Newsboys,  authority  to  issue  charters  to  be  vested  in  President  and  Secretary  of  A.  F.  of  L., 

Resolution  No.  80. .217.  218.  200 

Night  work  among  women  induces  immorality,  protest  against  charge.  Resolution  No.  168....240.  450 

Night  work,  more  pay  for.  Resolution  No.  76. .216.  217 

Night  work  of  postal  employes,  to  secure  legislation  providing  for  minimizing. 

Resolution  No.  00 .221,  351 

Nursing,  medical  and  instructional  services  for  care  of  mothers  and  infants,  urging  Federal 
cooperation  with  states  in  providing  ftmds  to  organize  and  develop. 

Resolution  No.  80. .220.  420 

O 

O'Ckmnell.  Vice-President,  retirement  resolutions 158,  150    y 

Oil  Field.  Gas  Well  and  Refinery  Workers,  Steam  Engineers'  protest.  Resolution  No.  17S.....St43yis5^ 

OflQce  employes,  A.  F.  of  L.  recommending  minimum  wage  for,  Resohtticm  No.;204 251.  380 

Office  employes.  Railway  Clerks*  Brotherhood,  recommending  mtwimnm  wage  for. 

Resolution  No.  204. 251,  386 

Office  workers,  international  charter,  recommending  issuance.  Resolution  No.  202 .250.  380,  387 

Office  workers'  department,  proposing  formation.  Resolution  No.  206 251,  303 

Office  workers,  urging  organization  campaign  among.  Resolution  No.  205. 251,  303,  304 

Officers,  A.  F.  of  L.,  election  by  vote  of  membership.  Resolution  No.  41. .203,  204.  433 

Officers.  A.  F.  of  L.,  providing  for  recall  of.  Resolution  No.  62 Jil2.  433 

Officers'  salaries,  providing  for  increase.  Resolution  No.  87 219,  349,  434-486 

Officers'  salaries,  recommending  increase.  Resolution  No.  203 J250,  251.  349.  434-436 

One  Big  Union,  Canada. JJ78,  379 

One  Big  Union,  opposing  doctrine  of.  Resolution  No.  35 183,  184,  202,  203,  323,  324 

OrganizersL „ 163 

Organizers,  A.  F.  of  L..  favoring  increased  compensation  for.  Resolution  No.  20 199,  433.  434 

Organizers,  A.  F.  of  L.,  favorhig  increased  compensation  for.  Resolution  No.  147 .234,  433.  434 

Overtime  work,  double  time  for,  declaration  favoring. 454 

F 

Pacifist  activities,  effect  of  visit  of  A.  F.  of  L.  mission  upon 262 

Painters — Carpenters — Railway  Carmen,  reference  of  dispute  to  Executive  Boards 253 

Painters  request  assistance  in  having  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company  comply  with  union 

conditions  in  painting  work.  Resolution  No.  104 ., .223.  464 

Painters'  delegation,  change  in 253 

Painters — Longshoremen 148 

Panama  Canal  alien  labor,  protest  against  organization  by  Maintenance  of  Way  Employes. 

Resolution  No.  16 197,  460 

Panama  Canal  alien  labor,  requesting  that  organization  work  among  be  done  under  supervision 

of  Panama  Canal  Federation^of  Labor.  Resolution  No.  29 201,  285,  286 

Panama  Canal  employes,  protest  against  present  method  of  regulating  working  and  living  con- 
ditions. Resolution  No.  12. 196,  197,  380 

Panama  Canal  employes,  protestlagainst  present  metliod  of  regulating  working  and  living  con- 

ditkms,  Resolution  No.  30 .201.  380 

Panama  Canal  Zone,  favoring  suffrage  for  residents.  Resolution  No.  14. 818.  319 

Pan-American  Federation  of  Lalx>r,  first  congress,  representation  and  constitution 

adopted 87,  91,  417.  418 

Paper  Makers'  strike  against  West  Virginia  Pulp  and  Paper  Company,  request  tor  endorse- 
ment. Resolution  No.  8 195,  196.  285 
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Paper  money  soUed,  transportation  charges  for  exchange  of.  should  be  borne  by  U.  S.  goyem- 

ment.  Resolution  No.  3 - ^ 198.  194.  318 

Peace  conference.  A.  F.  of  L.  delegation  report 13-81,  898-416 

Peace  demands.  A.  F.  of  L.  mission  to  Interallied  Labor  and  Socialist  conference.  London,  Sep- 
tember, 1918. 398 

Peace  pageant  and  parade.  July  4.  1919.  Washington.  D.  C.  proposing  an  A.  F.  of  L.  float. 

Resolution  No.  220 340.  444 

Peace  Treaty,  labor  provisions. - 28-31.  86.  398-416.  438.  489 

Pennsylvania,  protest  against  legislative  measures  urged  in  that  state  to  restrict  rights  of  labor. 

Resolution  No.  228 440 

Pennsylvania,  suppression  of  meethigs  of  steel  woricers.  urging  congressional  investigation. 

Resolution  No.  136. 232,  420 

Perham.  Vice-President,  retirement  resolutions., 169 

Peruvian  workmen  send  tribute  to  President  Gompers ^, „ 192 

Piece  work  in  government  departments,  urging  abolishment.  Resolution  No.  106 224.  461 

Plumbers  and  Steamfltters.  United  Association.  Jurisdiction  over  installation  of  pipe  and  pipe 

fittings  reaffirmed.  Resolution  No.  98 222 

Plumb.  Glenn  E.,  outlines  plan  for  raihroads  operation. - .206. 207 

Plumb  plan  for  railroads  operation,  asking  for  endorsement.  Resolution  No.  180....243.  244.  828.  829 
Police  duty  at  navy  yards  and  stations,  protesting  use  of  enlisted  men  for.  Resolution  No.  224..360.  460 

PoLk;emen.  city,  authorizing  issuance  of  charters  to.  Resolution  No.  76 216.  381 

Policemen,  city,  authorfeing  issuance  of  charters  to.  Resolution  No.  162 238.  302 

Political  policy,  labor's,  outlined  in  address  of  President  Gompers 102-108.  374 

Porto  Rico,  cigarmakers*  strike,  request  for  financial  assistance. — 421 

Porto  RIcan  conditions. - -. ». ^ 127. 174-181.377.  378 

Postal  Employes*  night  work,  to  secure  legislation  minimizing.  Resolution  No.  90 .220,  361 

Postal  employes,  time  and  one-half  for  all  work  in  excess  of  eight  hours,  urging  action  to  secure 

legislation.  Resolution  No.  93 ^21.  460.  461 

Postal  employes,  twenty-five  per  cent  temporary  wage  increase,  endorsing. 

Resolutton  No.  166 .238.  322 

Postal  employes,  speed  and  efficiency,  measuring  systems  condemning,  Resolutkm  No.  164....236,  313 

Postal  rates,  second  dass — .- ~ 129 

Postal  zone-rate  method,  protesting,  Resolutton  No.  186..... „ ..„ — .246.  429 

Prices  and  profits,  recommending  enactment  of  law  governing.  Resolution  No.  182 244.  867 

Printing  Pressmen's  delegatton.  change  in. — „..307,  340 

President  Wilson,  message  from .'. — 1 

prohibition  law,  urging  enforcement  of.  Resolution  No.  196 — „ .248.  446 

Prohibition  legislation,  providing  that  beers  of  2i  per  cent  alcohol  be  exempted. 

Resolution  No.  6 _ 193-196.  263-267 

Prohibition,  war-time,  modification,  demanding.  Resolution  No.  134. J231.  232.  364 

Public  buildings  bill,  to  petition  Congress  to  pass.  Resolution  No.  166 .236,  388 

Q 

Quinn,  A.  A.,  President  New  Jersey  Stato  Federation  of  Labor,  address „2.  3,  446 

R 

Race  riots,  denoimcing.  Resolution  No.  131 ^31,  321 

Railroad  employes  engaging  in  politics,  protesting  order  of  Director  General  of  Railroads  pro- 
hibiting, Re.'olution  No.  106 ...223,  224.  443 

Railroads,  government  ownership,  requesting  investigation  into  alleged  efforts  of  railroad 

managers  to  obstruct  successful  operation.  Resolution  No.  13 197.  301 

Bailroad  Telegraphers'  delegation,  change  In 417 

Bailroad  ownership » 126.  828 

Railroads,  government  ownership,  favoring.  Resolution  No.  43 „ ..204,  442,  443 

Bailroads  operation.  Plumb  plan. „ „ „ 206-209 

Railroads  operation.  Plumb  plan,  asking  ^endorsement  of.  Resolution  No.  180...J243,  244,  328.  329 

Railway  Carmen — Carpenters — Painters,  reference  of  dispute  to  E.\ecutive  Boards 263 

Railway  Carmen,  protest  of  Wilmington.  Del^  central  body  against  jurisdiction  claims  of. 

Resolution  No.  27 .200.  461 

Railway  Clerks'  Brotherhood  office  emptoyes.  recommending  minimum  wage. 

Resolution  No.  204 .261.  386 
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Rail-vray  mail  clerks,  to  establish  standard  working  day  for. 

Resolution  No.  114 226.  341,  449,  450 

Bail-vray  mall  clerks,  to  establish  standard  working  hours  for.  Resolution  No.  163 238.  450 

Recall  of  A.  F.  of  L.  officers,  providing  for.  Resolution  No.  62 212,  433 

Reclassification  Commission  for  Federal  cmploye(>.  urging  extension  of  investigation  to  include 

all  Federal  employes  throughout  the  U.  S.,  Resolution  No.  164 238,  322 

Recognition  of  union,  British  agreement..^ _ „ 271 

Reconstruction  program 70-80,  373 

Child  life  exploitation,  responsibility  of  government  should  be  recognized  in  necessary 

legislation  to  prevent _ _ „ 73 

Cooperative  agencies  for  food  and  commodities  distribution,  people  should  partteipate  in     73 
Corporations,  federal  and  state  regulation,  including  increasing  of  capital  stock  and 

incurring  of  bonded  indebtedness. 75 

Democracy  in  Industry.^- „ 71 

Employers'  interference  with  right  of  workers  to  organize  trade  imions  should 

be  made  criminal  offense 71 

Workers  should  have  voice  In  determining  laws  within  Industry  and  commerce 
equivalent  to  the  voice  which  they  have  in  legislative  enactments  to  govern 

them 71 

Docks  and  wharves  connected  with  public  harbors  should  be  owned  and  operated  by 

government...- 75 

Educational  opportunities  for  all  people,  state  colleges  and  universities  should  be  devel- 
oped for._ ^ 77 

Employment  agencies,  fctterai,  state  and  municipal,  should  be  operated  under  joint 

supervision  of  trade  uAonists  and  employers ^ „ „ 77 

Emplo>'ment  agencies  operated  for  profit  should  not  be  permitted  to  exist 77 

Freedom  of  expression  and  association  must  not  be  denied  or  abridged 76 

Government  ownership 75 

Housing  facilities  and  home  building  should  have  government  supervision  and  aid 77,  78 

Immigration  restriction  and  regulation 76 

Land  ownership,  regulation  of. r. 75 

Legislation  reenacted  by  Congress  or  stato  legislatures  after  having  been  declared  uncon- 
stitutional by  a  Supreme  Court  shall  become  law „ 74 

Merchant  marine.  American,  should  be  developed  under  government  control  and  so 

manned  as  to  fully  protect  rights  of  seamen 75 

Militarism  subversive  of  liberty  and  free  institutions 78 

Militia,  state,  should  be  organized  and  controlled  by  democratic  principles 78 

Political  policy,  non-partisan.  practk:abllity  demonstrated  by  rcsults..„ 74 

Public  employes  must  not  be  denied  right  of  organization  and  collective  bargaining 73 

Soldiers  and  sailors  discharged,  employment  and  land  alk>tment 78,  79 

Tax  upon  incomes,  inheritances  and  land  values. 76,  77 

^  Teachers'  right  to  organize  and  to  affiliate  with  organized  labor  movement  must  be 

recognized 77 

Unemployment,  causes  and  remedies.- 71.  72 

Wages  and  working  hours,  relation  to  economic  and  social  well-being  of  masses „ 72.  73 

Waterways  and  water  power  should  be  owned  and  operated  by  federal  and  state  govem- 

mentSu— .- 75 

Women  should  receive  equal  pay  for  equal  work 73 

Workmen's  compensation,  state  insurance  shoiild  supplant  employers'  liability  insurance 

operated  for  profit „ 76.  378 

Recrulthig  and  Training  Service  and  Sea  Service  Bureau.  U.  S.  Shipping  Board,  protesting 

continuance.  Resolution  No.  69 214.  380.  381 

Referendum  amendment  to  U.  S.  Constitution  to  seciire  favorable  congressional  action. 

Resolution  No.  166 238-240.  355.  356 

Referendum  system  model,  for  adoption  by  national  unions  urging  that  A.  F.  of  L.  provide, 

Resolution  No.  129 230.  353.  354 

Referendum  vote  for  election  of  A.  F.  of  L.  officers.  Resolution  No.  41 203.  204,  433 

Registration  laws  for  voting,  urging  change  In.  Resolution  No.  73 215.  348 

Rehabilitation  bills  for  disabled  soldiers,  sailors  and  marines  and  cripples  in  industry....l  13,  1 14.  327 
Reeearch  work,  sdentiflc  and  technical,  should  be  fostered  and  properly  supported  by  govern- 
ment. Resolution  No.  94 221.  319,  320 


Digitized  by 


Google 


INDEX  489 

Page 

Resolutions  withdrawn  to  be  expunged  from  the  record. 389 

Retirement  law  for  superannuated  civil  service  employes  contemplated  by  Lehlbach  and 

Sterling  bills,  urging  enactment.  Resolution  No.  92 220,  221,  352 

Retirement  law  Tor  superannuated  civil  service  employes,  urging  assistance  to  secure  enact- 
ment of  McKellar-Keating  bill.  Resolution  No.  112- 225.  352 

Retirement  system  for  employes  in  classified  civil  service. 119.  327 

Rhode  Island,  property  qualification  provision  in  suffrage  law,  protesting 

Resolution  No.  221 340.  341,  444 

Rockford,  111.,  asking  A.  F.  of  L.  to  make  investigation  Id  to  labor  conditions  in. 

Resolution  No.  226 350.  470 

Rimyon.  Wm.  R..  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  address „ „ 12.  13,  446 

Russian  ports,  protesting  alleged  blockade  of.  Resolution  No.  9 196,  332-334 

Russian  Soviet  government,  proposing  recognition  and  withdrawal  of  XT.  S.  troops, 

Resolution  No.  189 246.  332-334 

S 

Salaries  of  officers  to  be  stated  in  constitution _ 436 

Salaries  of  officers,  recommending  increase  in.  Resolution  No.  87 219,  434-436 

Salaries  of  officers,  recommending  increase.  Resolution  No.  203 252,  434-436 

San  Francisco,  Calif.,  Labor  Coimcil,  greetings. 360 

Sand  boats,  application  of  Steam  Engineers,  for  jurisdiction  denied 154 

Satiuxlay  half-holiday,  report  of  Shorter  Workday  Committee. 454 

School  courses  conducted  imder  imion  auspices. 135-144,  428 

Schools,  democratization  of. 431 

School  text-books,  union  made,  urging  agitation  for.  Resolution  No.  115 — 226,  227,  467 

Seamen's  Act.  conflict  of  provisions  governing  payment  of  wages,  urging  examination  and 

remedy.  Resolution  No.  128. 230.  353 

Seamen's  Act,  amendments  proposed  to  weaken 130 

Seamen's  Act  clauses,  denoimcing  Caider  and  Gou'd  bills  intended  to  repeal. 

Resolution  No.  32 202,  343.  344 

Seamen's  Act,  to  enforce  section  requiring  75  per  cent  of  crew  to  understand  orders  of  officers. 

Resolution  No.  31.„..- 202,  343 

Sea  Service  Bureau  and  Recruiting  and  Training  Service,  U.  S.  Shipping  Board,  protest  against 

continuance  of.  Resolution  No.  69 214,  380,  381 

Secretary  8  report...- 33-67,  283,  284 

Sheet  Metal  Workers — Stove  Mounters,  Executive  Council  requested  to  make  investigation  to 

adjust  controversy.  Resolution  No.  95 „ 221.  462 

Shipbuilding  contracts  should  be  completed.  Resolution  No.  39 203.  344.  345 

Ship  named  after  A.  F.  of  L 207.  208.  284.  349 

Shipyard  laborers,  agreement  covering  Jurisdiction  over. 156,  157,  458,  459 

Shipyard  workers,  excessive  rentals,  protest  against.  Resolution  No.  49 208,  209,  345,  346 

Shipyards  urging  Congress  to  adopt  plans  for  constant  employment  of  men  working  in. 

Resolution  No.  229 _ _  445 

Shorter  workday,  calling  for  conference  to  promote  establishment.  Resolution  No.  172 241,  449 

Shorter  workday  declarations 145,  452-454 

Six-hour  day,  demand  of  British  miners 275-278 

Six-hour  day,  reconunending  educational  campaign  for,  Resolution  No.  160  237.  451-454 

Soldiers  and  sailors,  labor  organizations  requested  to  establish  employment 

committees  for.„ 94-96,  428 

Soldiers  and  sailors  Insurance  system,  extension  to  include  civilians 363 

Soldiers  as  citizen  police  in  labor  controversy,  protest  against  use  of. 

Resolution  No.  67. 214,  443 

Soldiers  employment  and  land  for 117,  118,  363.  364 

Soldiers,  sailors  and  marines,  directing  cooperation  with  organizations  of.  to  aid  in  securing 

employment  imder  union  conditions.  Resolution  No.  225 350.  445 

Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Marines'  Protective  Association,  addresses  of  representatives. 299-301 

Soldiers,  Sailors  and  Marines'  Protective  Association,  request  for  moral  and  financial  assist- 
ance. Resolution  No.  57 210,  211,  346-348 

South  Bend.  Ind..  request  for  organizer.  Resolution  No.  21 199,  285 

Soviet  government.  Russia,  proposing  recognition.  Resolution  No.  189 247,  332-334 
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atandarda  secured  bylorganized  labor,  nrgiiig  appointment  of  federal  and  state  ocmunlttees  to 
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